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RECORD  OP  IMPORTANT  EVENTS 


NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 

OUBOrO  THB 

MAYORALTT  OF  THO&   GEO.   GIBSON,  ESQ. 


NOVEMBER,   1882. 

10.— TIm  Sheriff  of  NewoatUe  appointed  Mr.  Frederick  Welter  Deady,  of 
the  firm  of  Meaare.  Wateon  and  Iiendy,  to  be  Tinder-Sheriff  for  the  year. 

—  The  following  letter  wae  to-day  forwarded  to  the  Mayor  by  Mr.  Aid. 
Hamond  :— "fiO»  Lovaine  Plaoe,  NoTember  10, 1882.  Dear  Mr.  Mayor,— 
Agreeable  to  the  intimation  made  to  yon  yeaterday,  I  now  bog  to  forward 
my  formal  reaigmttion  of  the  ofifioe  of  alderman  of  thia  boron^  and  city. 
Katorally  it  ia  a  aoaroe  of  oreat  regret  to  mvaelf  thva  to  aever  mv  kmg 
eonneotion  with  a  oorporate  oody  amonnt  whom  I  haTe  ao  long  labonrea 
lor  the  pablic  benefit,  and  whioh  I  had  hoped,  with  reatored  health,  to 
oontinne  for  aome  time ;  bat,  after  the  Tote  of  non-oonfldanoe  by  the 
Oonndl  of  ^eaterday,  my  aelf-reajpeot  and  independenoe  of  oharaoter  leave  me 
BO  alternatiye,  and  ooth  demand  that  thia  atep  ahonld  be  taken.  Permit 
me  win  to  tender  you  my  moat  gratefol  thanka  for  vonr  honoorable  oondnot 
in  effeiing  to  retire  in  my  fayoar,  ao  that  I  might  be  nnanimonaly  elected, 
and  to  expreia  an  earaeat  hope  that  70tt  may  be  apared  with  health  to  make 
yonr  year  of  office  alike  pleaanreable  to  yooraelt  and  aatiafactory  to  the 
pnhlio.— Belieye  ma^  dear  Mr.  Mayor,  yonra  yeiy  ainoerely.— GsABLn 

nSD.  HlMOHD." 

IZ — ^The  Mayor  and  other  Membera  of  the  Corporation  attended  morning 
■eryioe  at  St.  Nicholaa'  Cathedral  Chnroh  :  the  preaoher  waa  the  Biahop  A 
Hewcaatie.  A  collection  amounting  to  £123  la.  8d.,  waa  taken  in  aid  of 
the  Medical  Chaiitiea.  At  the  eyemng  aervice  Canon  Martin  preaohedy  and 
Hm  ooileotion  amonnted  to  £18  fia.  8d. 

13.— A  pablic  meeting  waa  held  in  the  Leotare  Boom,  Nelaon  Street^ 
Newcaatie,  to-nidit,  "to  promote  the  retam  of  working  men  to  the  City 
Gooncil.'*  Mr.  S.  S.  Wataon  preaided.  The  following  readntiona  were 
adopted:— <1)  "That,  the  manicipal  property  qaalification  hayina  bean 
abouahed,  thia  meeting  ia  of  opinion  tnat  the  time  haa  now  arriyed  when 
laboar  repreaentatiyea  oaght  to  be  introdaced  into  itt&  City  Coancil  in  order 
that  the  opiniona  of  the  working  claaa  may  haye  a  direct  inflaenoe  on  the 
actionB  ox  the  Coancil."  (2)  "That  thia  meeting,  while  endondng  the 
action  of  the  Tradea'  Coancil  in  forming  themaelyea  Into  a  commitUe  to 
farther  the  candidatore  of  laboor  repreaentatiyea  lor  the  City  Coancilt 
pledgee  itaelf  to  co-operate  with  them  in  any  farther  aotion  they  may  dawi 
It  neceaaary  to  take.'' 

16.— At  the  annaal  meeting  of  the  Biyerl^elmproyement  ComnteioDafti 
held  to-day,  Mr.  J.  C.  Steyenaon,  M.P.,  waa  anaaimooaly  ve-eieoted  GbMU* 


17.— The  preaentation  of  priaea  gained  by  atadenta  in  the  Bdaoation 
Department  of  the  Kewoaatle  Pablic  librariea  daring  the  paat  aewton  took 

A 
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pbuM  to-day,  in  the  leotue  hall  of  the  Institatloii,  New  Bridge  Street.  Ur. 
Aid.  GregBon  oooapied  the  ohair.  The  Seoretiuy  (Mr.  B.  &.  Vinjroomh) 
t^tA  the  ftADnal  report  of  the  BduoatioQ  Ck>iiimittee^  thowin^  tiiat  in  tbs 
Soienilb  ajul  .Art  D^rtaent  in  eonneotion  witii  South  Misuigtan  the 
number  of  cUuMes  were  sixteen,  and  the  number  of  individual  students  170, 
most  of  whom  attended  several  classes.  As  the  result  of  the  Ckvemment 
examinations  held  in  May  last,  94  Queen's  prizes  were  awarded,  eaeh  carry- 
ing with  it  a  iirst-class  certificate,  tiiese,  with  48  other  certificates,  making 
82  Government  awards  in  the  several  subjects.  Classes  were  also  held  in 
oonneotion  with  the  City  and  Guilds  of  London  Institute,  and  certificates 
awarded  to  successful  students.  The  most  successful  student  of  the  yesr 
had  been  W.  G.  Spence,  who  had  gained  certificates  in  seven  different 
science  subjects,  and  four  Queen's  prises,  including  1st  class  honours 
certifieate  and  a  national  bronne  medal  m  machine  coutraetion  and  dntwing. 
The  exhibition,  of  the  annual  value  of  £60,  half  of  which  is  subecribed 
locally  and  the  rest  hj  Government,  had  been  awarded  by  the  department 
to  Mr.  Spence,  entitlmg  him  to  study  for  one  year  at  a  college,  and  he  had 
begun  his  studies  at  the  University  of  GlsBflDW  in  tiie  following  subieofes  :•— 
l^ataral  philosi^y,  mathematics  (advanced^,  naval  architecture  and  marine 
engineenuff.  At  uie  Government  examination  in  Lcmdon  in  liay  burt^  the 
works  of  90  students  sent  up  for  examination  in  science  and  art  were  passeA 
OMditably^  The  literary  and  commercial  classes  had  been  well  attended, 
«ad  the  results,  as  reported  by  the  several  teachers,  had  been  exoeUeot. 
^Ihe  total  number  of  students  was  283.  The  total  number  of  students  in  all 
the  classis  had  been  481,  being  an  increase  of  ten  over  the  previous  session. 
The  total  enrolled  for  the  current  sevion  up  to  date,  was  481,  being  an 
iaerease  of  thirty  over  the  past  session.— The  Stieriff  moved  the  adoption  ol 
the  report.  Coonoilior  Youll  seconded  the  motion  which  was  carried.— 
Councillor  Kewton  then  distributed  the  prizes  to  the  winners. 

18.— To-diqr  wsfl  issued  the  prospectus  of  the  amalgamated  oomnaniee  of 
Sir  W.  G.  Armstrong,  Mitchell,  and  Co.,  Limited.  The  company  obm  been 
formed  to  take  over  the  businesses  of  the  united  ordnance,  enffineering,  and 
shipbuilding  concerns  of  Sir  W.  G.  Armstrong  end  Co.,  of  the  Blswiok 
Works,  Neweastle-upon-l^me,  and  Messrs.  C.  Mitohell  and  Co.,  <tf  Low 
Wslker,  near  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  and  to  carry  on  those  businesses,  witii 
the  ad<UtUm  of  the  manufacture  of  steel,  and  wi&  such  other  additiona  and 
such  modifications  as  may  be  found  expedient.  The  capital  is  £2,000^000 
in  20,000  Shales  of  £100  each,  of  whioh  I8k600  are  now  issued ;  11,860 
•hares  fiilly  paid  up  were  taken  by  the  vondorB»  and  the  remaining  8,660 
■hares  were  offered  to  the.public. 

^  An  important  Parliamentary  notioe  from  the  North  Eartem  Railway 


also  property  in  the  parish  of  All  Saints',  situate  near  the  existing  thnnd 
under  a  portion  of  New  Bridge  Street.  On  the  west  line  the  Company  asked 
for  powers  to  purchase  Tyneside  Temce  and  Mitf ord  Street.  On  obtainiuff 
these  powers  &e  Company  will  be  enabled  to  double  the  present  rails,  ana 
thus  obviate  the  over-crowded  traffic  that  exists  on  these  portions  of  the 
company's  system.  Powers  are  also  asked  to  take  over  the  Scotswood, 
Newbum,  and  Wykm  Railway. 

flO.— A  requiiitien  sigiied  by  the  Msfor-and  40  other  members  of  the 
Oitv  Council  was  to-day  presented  to  ^Mr.  Aid.  Hamond,  asking  him  to 
withdraw  his  resigiation  as  alderman.  Mr.  Hamond  consented  to  with- 
draw  his  letter  of  JNovembcrilOth. 

21.— A  pablie  meetusg,  convened  by  the  Mayor  of  Newoaatle  in  oomnlianoe 
with  a  requisition,  was  to-niffht  held  in  the  Lecture  Room,  Nelson  Street 
"  to  ooDttder  the  neoessi^  ofhaving  a  free  bridge  between  Byker  and  New- 
castle. ^  The  Mayor  presided.  The  f oDowing  resolutions  wave  adopted  :•— 
"(1)  tbati  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  itisdesinible  tiiat  tke  Bfkm 
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BndgB  ahoald  be  aoqiired  by  the  Corpoi»tU«».  witb  a  view  to  ite  beiiig 
ultimately  thrown  open  free  to  the  pnblio."  "(2)  Mr.  Temple  haying 
pUoed  a  resolution  on  the  agenda  paper  of  the  C^ty  Council,  aeclarinj[  S 
aenrable  that  neffotiatione  he  entena  into  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  terms  upon  indoh  the  Byker  Bridge  Gompany  will  transfer  their  midar^ 
taking^  to  the  Corporation,  this  meeting  respeotraliy  calls  upon  the  renre- 
sentatives  of  the  varioas  wards  to  sup^nrt  the  motion  when  wonght  betore 
the  GbnneU."  The  Mayor  was  requested  to  present  the  resolatioBS  to  the^ 
GonnciL 

84. — ^Mr.  Robert  Benson  Bowman  died  suddenly  this  mornittg  in  Kew- 
CMtle  Museum.  Mr.  Bowman,  who  wss  in  his  75th  year,  was  a  native  of 
fiiohmond,  and  came  to  Kewoastie  about  1828.  For  some  time  he  and  Mr. 
Carrie  carried  on  business  at  the  Sandhill  as  druggists,  and  subsequently  he 
became  a  partner  in  the  book  firm  of  Messrs.  Come  and  Bowman,  whoso 
huainess  is  now  carried  on  by  Mr.  Dodsworth  in  Gollingwood  Street  Aftsti 
wuds  he  went  to  London,  where  he  remained  some  time,  returning  ulti- 
mately, howeyer,  to  Newcastle,  and  becoming  a  member  of  the  Washmgton 
Chemical  Company.  He  continued  a  member  of  that  Companjr  until  a  few 
years  ago,  when  he  retired,  liying  subsequentiy  the  life  of  an  independent 
gentieman.  He  wss  deeply  interested  in  all  hnmches  of  aatntal  history,  but 
his  £svourite  study  and  me  one  in  which  he  most  eacoelled  wss  boti^.  In 
respect  to  natunJ  history  he  was  associated  with  the  late  Sir  William 
Hooker,  the  late  Mr.  < George  Wailes,  and  Mr.  Albany  Hancock,  and  oti^er 
aUe  naturaliats,  beinff  himself  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  some  years  ago 
made  this  district  rather  famous  in  natural  history  oircles.  He  wss  one  of 
the  original  members  of  the  Natural  History  Society,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  one  of  its  vice-presidents. 

26. — To-night  an  explosion  and  fire  took  place  at  the  ohemioal  manufactory 
of  Mr.  F.  G.  W.  Polglase,  Forth  Banks,  Newcastle.  At  the  time  of  the 
explosion,  C^rge  Polglase,  son  of  the  proprietor,  and  a  workman  named 
Oeogrge  Yohlt*  a  German,  were  busy  in  the  place.  The  explosion  appears 
to  have  been  caused  by  the  boiling  over  of  some  spirits  whicn  were  in  course 
of  preparation.  The  explosion  was  heard  nearly  all  over  the  dty,  and  even 
dose  to  the  Low  Fell,  Gateshead,  and"  the  effects  were  widespread  and 
disastrous.  From  a  man  who  just  a  eunute  or  two  before  the  occurrence 
had  also  been  in  the  factory,  and  had  left  for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  little 
fresh  air,  it  was  ascertained  that  Mr.  Polglase  end  Mr.  Vohlt  were  in  the 
building,  which  was  then  on  fire.  This  third  workman  had  a  narrow  escape. 
He  was  stepping  across  the  roid  to  enter  the  place  when  the  explosion 
oocurred.  He  felt  a  severe  shock,  but  was  otherwise  unhurt,  and  turned  to 
nm  away,  but  was  brave  enoush  to  return  and  look  through  the  keyhole. 
The  interior  was  in  flames,  and  numbers  of  other  men  having  by  this  time 
gathered,  steps  were  taken  to  get  at  those  inside,  whilst  messengers  were 
sent  to  the  poUce  stations  for  the  assistance  of  the  Fire  Brigade.  SevenJ 
more  explosions  occurred  in  the  building  but  the^  were  of  a  comparatively 
harmleas  chsracter.  After  working  for  about  half  an  hour,  the  rescuers  had 
the  satisfaction  of  flettlnff  Mr.  Polglase  end  Mr.  Vohlt  out  of  the  buildmg. 
Both  were  terribly  onroed  and  unconscions,  Vohlt's  injuries  being  the  more 
severe.  They  were  at  once  taken  to  the  infirmary  where  they  received 
every  attention.  A  man  named  Joseph  Twiaell,  a  cartman,  who  was  stand- 
ing on  the  Forth  Banks,  was  blown  over  the  road  by  the  force  of  the 
explosion,  and  besides  a  severe  ehakiog,  received  injuries  on  one  of  his  legs 
and  his  shoulders,  The  Fire  Brigade  did  their  utmost  to  put  out  the  fire, 
but  did  not  succeed  until  the  factory  was  destroyed ;  and  the  damage  done 
by  the  explosion  and  fire  amounted  to  several  thousand  pounds.  With  very 
few  excentions,  there  was  not  a  whole  pane  of  glass  left  within  a  radius  of 
two  hnndrsd  yards.  Shutters  were  lyiog  about  the  pavement  in  the  Close ; 
ind  as  far  away  as  Hawthorn's  works  the  iron  bars  of  some  windows  were 
throwii  to  the  ground.  Fortunately  no  one  was  inj[ured  in  any  way  by  ^e 
tm.  cr  the  ta^plonos,  exoept  thoM  aliwady  mantionad ;  bat  there  were 
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WT«ral  naixow  atoapM  from  foUing  of  glftn  tnd  other  dtbrU,  Soyenl  Hitto 
boyi,  who  wereplAyinff  now  the  ri^er'f  edge,  were  blown  into  the  water, 
bnt  were  reicaed  very  little  the  worse. 

27.— A  oonferenoe  wm  held,  nnder  the  auspioee  of  the  Church  of  England 
Tempeimnoe  Sodety,  in  Kewcestle  to-day,  at  whioh  the  i abjecte  of  Temper- 
anoe  MiuionB  and  the  Gloeing  of  Pablic  Hoiues  on  Sandaye  were  diacasaed. 
A  imblio  meeting  was  held  ia  the  Town  Hall,  at  night,  when  addreaees  on 
Temperanoe  were  given  by  the  Bishop  of  Newcastle  and  others. 

80.— A  meeting  in  eonneotUm  with  the  Society  for  the  Home  Teaching  of 
the  BUnd  in  Nortnomberland  and  Durham  was  held  to-day  in  the  Lecture 
Hall  of  the  Literanr  and  Philosophical  Society,  under  the  presidency  of  the 
Bishop  of  Kewoastle.  On  the  motion  of  the  Mayor  of  Newcastle,  seconded 
by  Arohdeacon  Hamilton,  a  resolution,  commending  the  Sodety  to  the 
rapport  of  the  public,  was  adopted. 

DECEMBER. 
1.— A  pnblio  meeting  oonvened  by  the  Mayor,  was  held  to-day,  in  the 
Leotnie  Hall  of  the  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society,  Newcastle,  "  with 
the  view  of  promoting  the  further  advancement  of  the  art  and  knowledge  of 
music,  by  the  establishment  of  a  Boyal  National  Golleffe  of  Muno,  upon  a 
sinular  Mns  to  the  conservatories  of  Paris  and  Vienna,'^  and  to  inaugarate 
an  effort  **  to  raise  funds  to  found  a  perpetual  scholarship  in  the  college^  to 
be  desisted  the  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Soholanhip,"  The  Mayor  was  in 
the  ohair. — ^The  objects  of  the  promoters  of  the  coUege  were  explained  by 
Mr.  Geo.  Grove,  director  of  the  proposed  Boyal  College. — On  the  motion  A 
Mr.  Aid.  Angus,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bruce,  the  foUowlDg  motion  was 
agreed  to :— "That  this  meeting  warmly  approves  of  the  proposition  of  His 
IU>yal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  establish  the  Royiu  College  of  Masic 
as  a  national  institution,  and  pledges  itself  to  do  all  in  its  power  to  support 
the  project."— A  committee  was  appointed  to  obtain  subscriptions,  the 
Mayor  of  Newcastle  to  act  as  treasurer,  and  Messrs.  John  Pattinson  and 
John  H.  Amos  as  secretaries. 

4. ^To-night  a  meetioff  of  gentlemen  interested  in  the  promotion  of  a 
Snnday  Closing  Bill  for  Newcastle  and  Northumberland  was  held  in  the 
Church  of  England  Lastitate,  Newcastie.  Councillor  B.  C.  Browne  occupied 
the  chair. — It  was  resolved  "That  a  provisional  committee  be  appointed  to 
oarry  out  a  Sunday  Closiug  Bill  for  Northumberland  and  Newcsatle.*'— A 
oommittee,  consisting  of  the  Bishop  of  Newcastle,  the  Roman  Catholic 
Sttshop  of  Hezham  and  Newcastle,  the  chairman  of  the  meeting,  tbe  Sheriff 
of  Newcastie,  all  clergymen  and  ministers  in  the  city  who  were  willing  to 
aot»  and  several  laymen,  with  power  to  add  to  their  number,  and  withMr. 
John  Howie  as  acting  secretaiv,  was  appointed  to  further  carry  out  the 
arrangements  for  promoting  a  Dill. 

6. — The  annual  festival  of  the  Church  of  Endand  Institute  was  held  to- 
day. Service  was  held  in  the  Cathedral  Church  in  the  morning,  when  a 
sermon  was  preached  by  the  Bishop  of  Newcastie  ;  a  conference  was  in  the 
afternoon  held  in  the  Council  Chamber,  at  whioh  papers  on  various  subjects 
were  read  ;  and  at  night  a  soiree  and  meeting  took  place  in  the  Town  Uall, 
under  the  presidency  of  the  Bishop. 

9.— A  number  af  Udies  and  gentiemen  assembled  in  the  upper  vestry  of 
St.  Nicholas'  Cathedral  Church,  to-day,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
presentation  to  the  Rev.  Canon  Martin,  vicar  of  Newcastle.  The  presenta- 
tion consisted  of  800  guineas,  and  a  silver  salver  of  the  value  of  50  guineas. 
TTpon  the  salver  is  the  following  inscription  :— '*  Presented,  together  with  a 
purse  of  900  guineas,  to  the  Rev.  Henry  John  Martin,  M.A.,  Honorary 
Cbnon  of  Durham,  by  his  parishionen  and  friends  in  recognition  of  his 
eleven  years  faithful  ministry  as  Vicar  of  Newcastle-upon-TVne,  and  his 
■ncoessnil  efforts  in  connection  with  the  restoration  of  thn  parish  church  of 
8t»  Nidholas',  upon  his  peferment  to  the  Arohdemwniy  of  tindisfarae^  «b4 
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«he  Vlomee  of  VgttngluHD,  NorMiQiiiberia&d,  11th  Deoember,  1882."     The 
prmeaMAotk  wtm  made  by  the  Mayor. 

91 — ^To-day  a  stained  glass  window  in  the  sonth  aisle  of  the  chanoel  of  St. 
Nicholas'  Cathedral  Church,  Newcastle,  in  memory  of  the  late  Bev^.  James 
Snape,  D.D.,  Head  Master  of  the  Boyal  Grammar  School  of  Newcastle,  was 
handed  over  to  the  oastodv  of  the  Vicar  and  Chnrchwardeos  by  Aid.  Toang, 
Chairman  of  the  Memorial  Committee.  The  bottom  portion  of  the  window 
oontaina  a  rejiresentation  of  St.  Paul  preaching  at  Athens,  and  the  npper 
portion  contains  an  illustration  of  the  parable  of  the  Sower. 

—  To-day,  Captain  NichoUs,  chief  constable  of  Newcastle,  presented  to 
the  Watoh  Committee  his  report  of  the  polioe  establishment  and  tiie  state 
of  crime,  with  tabular  returns,  for  the  year  ended  September  29th,  1882. 
The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  report :— The  total  strength  of  the  force 
IS  260,  beinff  an  increase  of  12  on  the  previous  year.    The  increase  has  only 
]uit  reoeivea  the  appioiral  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
menl^  and  the  men  are  in  course  of  enrolment.    The  ordinary  police  duties 
of  the  city  absorb  the  services  of  six  superintendents,  three  inspectors,  38 
seigcantB,  and  187  constables,  one  half  of  the  expenses  of  which  are  paid 
by  the  GoTemment^  provided  it  be  satisfied  with  their  efficiency.    The 
amount  received  on  tnis  account  last  year  was  £9,682.    The  fire  brigade 
consists  of  one  superintendent,  one  steam  engineer,  and  three  firemen,  who 
devote  the  whole  of  their  time  to  fire  duties.    One  constable  acts  as  inspector 
of  public  street  lamps,  and  nine  constables  do  duty  at  private  establishments, 
at  the  enense  of  those  on  whose  behalf  they  are  employed.    The  total 
number  cf  persons  proceeded  against  for  ofienoes  of  all  kinds  was  10,009, 
being  an  increase  of  463  over  those  of  last  year.    The  principal  items  in  the 
increase    are    in    the  simple  larcenies,   common  assaults,   ''Elementary 
Education  Act,"  and  disorderly  prostitutes.    Of  the  10,009  persons  pro- 
ceeded against,  7*010  were  males,  and  2,099  females.    6,629  males  and  2, 163 
females  were  convicted.    Of  the  persons  proceeded  against,  683  were  known 
thieves,  210  suspicious  characters,  840  prostitutes,  1,638  habitual  drunkards 
(1,064  males,  664  females),  30  tramps,  482  previous  ffood  characters,  and 
6^126  nnknown.    The  totsd  number  of  robbenes  of  all  descriptions  reported 
to  the  police  as  having  been  committed  was  1,404,  beinff  340  more  than  last 
year,  many  of  which  were  in  no  way  under  the  control  of  the  police.    In 
cooneotion  with  these  1,404  robberies,  787  persons  were  arrested,  of  whom 
884  were  convicted  ;  126  discharged  by  the  Justices,  either  with  a  caution 
or  for  want  of  prosecution ;  49  for  want  of  evidence,  and  89  released  by  the 
police  owing  to  insufficient  proof.    Of  the  787  persons  arrested,  46  were 
eaugbt  in  the  act  by  the  police,  600  after  enquiries  by  the  police,  and  141 
were  given  into  oustopy  by  private  individuals.     The  total  value  of  the 
prop^ty  reported  stolen  was  £2,141,  and  the  amount  reoovered  £660.     106 
known  thieves  reside  in  the  aty.    The  crime  of  burglary  and  housebreakins 
is  slightly  in  excess  of  that  of  last  year,  bat  compared  with  that  of  1880 
shows  a  considerable  diminution.    Receiving  stolen  goods  varies  slightly, 
with  a  tendency  to  increase.    It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  has  been  an 
increase  of  60  juveniles  under  16  years  of  age  proceeded  against  for  stealing. 
1,866  premises  were  found  insecure  by  the  night  duty  constables  and  in  eacn 
case  written  notices  were  sent  to  the  responsible  persons.    Apprehensions  ifor 
begging  have  fallen  off  considerably,  bemg  142  as  against  229  last  year,  86 
of  whom  were  discharged  by  the  magistrates.    2, 966  malps  and  1 ,  280  females 
were  proceeded  asainst  for*  being  ornnk,  or  drunk  and  disorderly  in  the 
public  streets,  beui^  16  males  and  8  females  less  than  last  year.    3,790  of 
those  proceeded  against  were  convicted.     1, 167  were  non-residents  of  the  city 
81  public  houses  were  proceeded  against,  and  17  convicted  ;  two  convictions 
were  recorded  on  licence.    20  beeniouses  were  proceeded  against,  and  10 
eonvictsd.    6  keepers  of  brothels  were  proceeded  smnst ;  2  were  fined  £20 
each,  2  were  fined  £10  each,  1  was  fined  £6,  and  £1  lOi.    The  fire  bri^^e 
tamed  oat  to  66  firss,  9  of  which  resulted  in  serious  damage.    Only  one 
P«Mn  lost  his  lifs  by  Art,    Xbs  lajuiss  iiotived  by  the  flnmsii  wmp  com- 
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nonaes,  providing  aooommodation  for  1,778  pononi.  16  i 
applied  for  against  the  keepers  of  these  honses  for  various  offenoes  againat 
the  pvovisions  of  the  Act,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  two 
inspectors  charged  with  the  sapervision  of  them  efficiently  perform  their 
duties.  90,584  visits  have  been  made  by  the  inspectors  by  oay  and  night 
during  the  year.  484  orders  were  served  by  them  for  bedding;  to  be  washed ; 
also,  242  orders  for  houses  to  be  lime-waidied,  and  110  notioee  to  register 
were  served  by  them  to  keepers  of  non-registered  houses. 

19. — A  meeting  of  the  subscribers  to  the  fund  for  providing  furniture  for 
a  portion  of  Benwell  Tower,  the  residence  of  the  Bisnop  of  Newcastle,  was 
hdd  to-day,  at  the  Mansion  House,  Ellison  Place.  The  Mayor  of  New- 
eastle  (Mr.  Thos.  €^.  Gibson),  on  behalf  of  the  subsoribe^^  presented  the 
furniture  to  the  Bishop  of  Newcastle,  who  accepted  it  on  behalf  of  the  See. 
There  was  subscribed  £1,220,  and  a  little  over  £1,100  was  paid  to  Messn. 
Bobson  and  Sons,  who  manufactured  the  furniture,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
money  was  expended  in  the  purchase  of  articles  of  furnishing  from  other 
ertabushments.  Tlie  articles  will  form  a  portion  of  the  permanent  fnmiah- 
ings  of  Benwdl  Tower.  The  furniture  comprises  the  requisttes  for  four 
rooms— the  entrance  hall,  ante-room,  library,  and  dining  hall. 

21. --At  a  meeting  of  the  Newcastle  School  Board,  held  to-day»  under  the 
presidenoy  of  Mr.  Ctoorge  Lnokley,  the  fourth  triennial  report  of  the  work 
of  the  Board  was  preaentod  and  adopted.  The  following  is  an  abstract  of 
the  report  :-^**  In  oompliance  with  the  desire  of  the  Education  Department, 
in  March,  1879,  a  return  was  made  out  showing  that  there  was  then  (after 
indudinff  schools  in  course  of  erection  or  projected)  a  deficiency  of  2,675 
school  pukces.  In  order  to  meet  this  deficiency,  the  Beotinck  School  has  been 
built  at  a  cost  of  £10,360  9s.  6d.,  or  at  the  rato  of  £10  8s.  per  head  on  the 
number  of  children  it  accommodates ;  the  Spital  Tongues  Infant  School  at 
a  cost  of  £1,824  3s.  6d.,  or  at  the  rato  of  £8  9s.  per  head  ;  ScoUwood  Road 
School  at  a  cost  of  about  £13,000.  or  at  the  rato  of  £13  per  head.  Theae 
schools  have  an  aggregate  accommodation  of  2,221.  A  day  industrial  school, 
to  aooommodato  100  children,  is  being  built  in  the  New  Road  at  a  cost  of 
£4,704^  whidi  include  £760  paid  to  the  Corporation  for  the  enfranchisement 
of  the  site.  The  number  of  school  places  provided  by  all  the  efficient 
elementary  schools  of  the  city,  will,  by  the  beginninff  of  1883,  reach  the 
large  total  of  23,600,  of  which  number  the  Board  Schools  will  sapplv  7,355. 
Reckcning  (according  to  the  ordinary  rule  recognised  by  the  Educatkm 
Department)  the  number  of  school  places  required  at  one-sixth  of  the  entire 
population,  there  will  then  still  be  a  deficiency  of  about  1,600.  The  transfer 
of  the  Royal  Jubilee  School  for  boys  and  the  conveyance  of  the  school  house 
luve  enabled  the  Bond  to  make  arran^ments  for  the  early  provision  of  the 
extra  permanent  school  accommodation  ordered  to  be  supplied  by  the 
Education  Department  in  the  district  of  New  Road.  On  the  19th  January, 
1882,  the  Education  Department  approved  of  plans  for  extension  of  the 
school,  the  arrangements  shown  on  which  were  satisfactory  for  1,006 
children,  viz.,  for  424  infants  and  for  582  older  children.  The  Board  has 
oonsidered  tenders  for  carrying  out  the  works,  but  as  it  will  be  neoessarv  to 
accommodate  the  present  scholars  in  the  adjacent  Day  Industrial  School 
whilst  the  proposed  extension  is  being  carried  out^  it  has  not  yet  seen  its 
way  to  accept  a  tender.  The  question  will  early  engase  the  attention  of  the 
new  Board  about  to  be  elected.  The  daily  work  of  the  attendance  officers, 
the  monthly  meeting  of  the  district  conunittees,  and  the  legal  proceedings 
instituted  have  done  much  to  swell  the  affgregato  school  attendance  of  the 
oity  during  the  past  three  years.  But  other  causes  have  operated  at  the 
same  time  to  produce  that  result.  Amonsst  these  may  be  mentioned  the 
provision  of  new  school  accommodation  (w)ard  and  voluntary)  in  distrioto 
where  it  was  much  needed ;  the  operation  of  the  employment  seotions  of 
the  Elementary  Ednoation  Act,  1876^  nnder  which  a  lai;^^  nnmbar  of 
tUldifB.  than.  iiMil  ]»t«  bam  k^  a*  Mlttd.  ii9ia  U  3^ 
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bovntifttl  help  raiid«ed  to  th«  poor  and  needy  by  tlw  Bestttnli  OhfldNnV 
Ocmaaittoe  «ncl  other  kind  friends  during  indement  ■eaaooa ;  the  heartv 
•Srmpathy  and  support  of  the  magistratee  and  of  sehool  managers  and 
teaoners  generally;  and,  lastiy,  the  almost  total  disappearanoe  of  that 
hostile  feeling  (so  oonspioaous  a  few  years  ago)  against  tne  principle  and 
pnotioe  of  oompolsory  atteadanoe.  The  f  oUowiiur  table  shows  the  progress 
■Mde  during  the  past  three  years  and  sinoe  the  nNnation  of  the  fioard  in 
1871.     Ayerage  attendanoe  : — 

<■-»-  -  -1-  Octk,  Ootkf  Oot.f  Ootta 

~°***  1870.  1880.  1881.  1881. 

PaUio  Slamentary  5,090    ...    15,126    ...    15,809    ...    16,667 

Other  Elementary 3,615    ...      1,846    ...      1,604    ...      1,506 

Totals ^ 0,305    ...    16,074    ...    17,503    ...    18,258 

In  referenoe  to  the  above  table,  it  may  be  added  that  the  decline  in  the 
fignres  relating  to  "other  elementary  "  schools,  marks  the  slow  bat  natural 
decay  of  the  ineffident  adventure  schoolB  during  the  past  twelve  years.  .  The 
SMOommodation  and  numbers  on  books  in  the  nine  ^oard  Schools  open  on 
December  1,  1882,  were  as  follows :— Accommodation  for  3,318  older 
children,  2,527  infants,  total  6,345 ;  nnmber  on  books  7,066.  When  Scots- 
-wood  Road  Sdiool  is  opened  tiie  accommodation  will  be  increased  by  1,010 
aehool  places.  An  estimate  of  the  comparative  efficiency  of  the  Newcastle 
Board  Schools,  in  the  ordinaiy  subjects  of  instruction,  may  be  formed  from 
the  following  statistics :— 1.  The  average  percentage  of  passes  for  all  Govern- 
ment aided  schools  in  England  was  :  Beadiuff,  88 "2  per  cent.;  writing,  80*4 
ner  oentb;  arithmetic,  74*0  per  cent.  2.  The  average  percentage  of  passes 
for  the  six  Newcastle  JBoard  Schools  was :  Beading,  02  per  per  cent. ;  writing, 
84  per  cent.;  arithmetic,  88  nor  cent.  During  1882  tiie  ayerage  grant  per 
head  earned  by  the  Newcastle  Board  Schools  has  been  168.  ll{d.  Dunng 
the  year  ended  August  31st^  1881,  the  average  grant  earned  per  head  in  the 
Board  Schools  of  ^gland  uid  Wales  was  15b.  O^d.— the  highest  amount  yet 
reoorded  in  Government  Blue  Books.  During  the  past  three  years  the 
school  fees  paid  by  children  in  the  Newcastle  fioard  dchools  amounted,  on 
average  for  each  year,  to  12b.  6d.  per  head  on  the  average  attendance, 
whilst  the  aToraffa  sum  paid  in  the  Board  Schools  of  Euffland  and  Wales  for 
the  year  ending  Slst  Anguati  1881^  was  Os.  3id.  pev  head.  During  the  past 
three  yean  the  average  cost  of  maintenance  of  the  Newcastle  Board  Schools 
was  £1  lOs.  8d.  per  annum  for  eveiy  child  in  average  attendance,  but  the 
ttverage  expenditure  per  annum  in  tae  Board  Schools  of  England  and  Wales 
for  the  year  ending  31st  August,  1881,  was  £2  1b.  6d.  per  head.  During 
the  past  three  years  the  excess  of  school  expenditure  over  school  income, 
from  fees  and  Government  grants  in  the  Newcastle  Board  Schools  ayeraged 
10*3  per  head  for  each  year,  whilst  the  average  charge  upon  the  rates  for  all 
Board  Schools  in  Bngbnd  and  Wales,  during  the  year  ended  3l8t  August, 
1881,  was  16*lli  per  head.  The  number  under  instruction  in  cookery  tnree 
yean  ago  was  sibout  200  $  the  number  now  is  eonsiderably  above  800. 
I>aring  the  pest  three  yean  the  Board  has  been  instrumental  in  sending  178 
ehildren  to  the  Industrial  Schools.  Of  that  number,  112  were  comnutted 
nnder  the  Industrial  Schools'  Acts,  and  the  remainder  under  the  Elementary 
Education  Act^  1876i  for  non-compliance  with  achool  attendance  orden 
made  by  the  mamatntes.  The  number  of  children  under  detention  has 
faicreased  from  261  for  the  half-year  ended  20th  September,  1870,  to  312  for 
the  half-year  ended  20th  September,  1882.  The  contributions  made  to 
Industrial  Sehools  have  increased  (mainly  owing  to  the  heavier  charges 
inonrred  on  account  of  the  large  number  of  children  committed  under  the 
Elementary  Education  Act,  1876)  from  £1,784  lOs.  for  the  three  yean  ended 


£7»900;  do.^  So.  2,  in  April,  1881,  lor  £7,500;  do.,  No.  3,  in  April,  I88S, 
lor  4M0O  ;  and,  iq^  to  di^  (iUt  SMiBber,  laaS)  hM  iwoi^ 
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ntiiig  Mthorily  on  Mooanl  of  thoie  peoepti  mnui  amoantug  lo  £S2;Q00^ 
and  eqniYAlent  to  an  ayenge  rate  of  aWt  Z^d.  in  the  poond  per  annum  for 
the  pMt  three  yean.  The  balance  of  £2,600  still  dne  to  the  Board  out  of 
the  laat  precept  is  not  payable  before  lit  Febniary,  1883,  when  a  new  Board 
will  be  in  office.  The  present  edncation  rate,  made  by  the  rating  authority 
in  May,  1882,  is  M.  in  the  pound  per  annum.  The  loans  borrowed  from 
the  Publio  Works  JLioan  GommiBsioners  amoonted  on  September  29th,  1882» 
to  £73,819,  the  repayment  of  which,  with  interest  mostly  at  3i  per  oent., 
but  iMrtly  at  4i  per  cent,  per  annum,  is  spread  over  fif^  years.  The  Board 
has  since  taken  up  a  loan  (for  providiog  a  Day  Industrial  School)  of  £4,704^ 
repayable  in  thirty  years,  with  interest  at  3(  per  cent,  per  annum.  On  the 
29th  September,  18o2,  £3,829  6s.  lid.  of  the  loans  borrowed  had  been  paid 
off;  thus  leaving  the  ontatandinff  liabilities  at  that  date  to  be  £89,489  ISs. 
Id.  The  total  mcome  for  the  three  finanoial  years  ended  29th  September, 
1882,  was  £64,063  17s.  Id.,  of  which  £21,327  was  raised  hf  loans,  £28,600 
reo^ved  from  the  rating  authority,  and  £19,226  17s.  Id.  denTed  from  school 
income.  The  total  expenditure  for  the  three  finanoial  years  ended  29th  Sep- 
tember, 1882,  was  £66,060  6b.  lOd.,  made  up  as  follows:— Expenses  of  main- 
tenance of  Public  Elementaiy  Schools,  £26,969  13s.  2d.  (39i  per  cent.); 
capital  charges,  £22,667  128.  9d.  (34^  per  cent.);  rej^yment  of  and  interest 
on  loans,  £8.391  16s.  4d.  (12{  per  cent.) ;  contributions  towards  Indnstrial 
Schools,  £2,610  12s.  9d.  (3{  per  cent) ;  and  expenses  of  administration 
(induding  other  expenses  amounting  to  £13  14s.),  £6,617  Us.  9d.  (9  6-6th 
per  cent.) 

24.— At  the  morning  senrice  to-day  in  St.  Nicholas'  Cathedral  Ghuroh* 
the  Key.  Thomas  Arthur  Lbyd,  was  pnblidy  inducted  to  the  poeition  of 
Vicar  of  Newcastle,  in  succession  to  Archdeacon  Martin.  The  ceremony 
took  place  after  the  anthem  had  been  sung.  The  Bishop  of  Newoastle, 
standmg  near  the  iectero,  briefly  explained  to  the  congregation  the  nature 
of  the  ceremonial  which  was  about  to  take  place,  after  which  Mr.  Uoyd 
took  the  oaths,  one  of  allegiance  to  the  Queen,  and  the  other  of  canonioal 
obedience  to  the  Bishop ;  and  made  the  usual  dedaratioiis  with  regard  to 
his  belief  in  the  Thirty-Nine  Articles,  and  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  and 
afiaiuBt  simony.  The  Bishop  and  the  Vicar  then  went  to  the  altar,  where 
the  former  pronounced  the  words  of  induction  to  the  spiritaal  oharge  of  the 
parish ;  and,  at  the  re^^ost  of  the  Bishop,  tiie  oongrefl»tion  enntfed  for  a 
few  minutes  in  prayer  on  behalf  of  the  new  Vicar.  The  ArcKdeaoon  of 
Northumberland  and  the  Vicar  walked  down  to  the  western  entrance  of  the 
Church,  and  instituted  the  Vicar  to  the  temporalities  of  the  parish.  The 
key  of  the  south  western  door  was  fgven  to  the  Vicar,  who  opened  the  door, 
and  then  rang  one  of  the  bells.  The  Bishop  of  Newcastle  preached  the 
sermon;  and  at  the  evening  sermon  the  Vicar  of  Newcastle  was  the 
preacher. 

26. — ^The  last  cattle  and  sheep  market  for  the  year  was  held  to«day. 
Daring  the  year  there  were  in  the  market  111,706  cattle,  302;604  sheep  and 
]ambs»  and  41,747  pigs. 

27.— The  ceremony  of  installing  the  first  canons  appointed  in  connection 
with  St.  Nicholas'  Cathedral  took  place  to-day,  in  the  Cathedral.  The 
ceremony  was  performed  by  the  Bishop  of  Newoastle,  assisted  by  the 
Archdeacon  of  Northumberland.  The  canons  installed  were : — ^The  Rev.  As 
T.  Lloyd,  Vicar  of  Newcastle ;  Rev.  B.  B.  East,  Vicar  of  St.  Andrew's, 
Newcastle ;  Rev.  0.  A.  Raines,  Vicar  of  St.  Peter's,  Newcastle ;  Rev.  R. 
Brutton,  Vicar  of  Tynemouth ;  Rev.  G.  Cruddas,  Vicar  of  Warden ;  Rev. 
J.  Watte,  Vicar  of  Norham ;  Rev.  T.  Ilderton,  Vioar  of  Ilderton ;  and  the 
Rev.  M.  Creighton,  Vicar  of  Embleton. 

29.— The  first  meeting  of  the  newly  constitnted  River  Tyne  Port  Sanitaiy 
Authority  was  held  to-day,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  Town  Hall,  Newcastle.— 
Connoillor  W.  D.  Stephens  said  the  Authority  was  now,  by  Act  of  Paiiia- 
BMBt,  ooBiftituted  a  pemaaent  Aathorify»  and  the  fint  dnigr  of  the  1 
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WM  to  eleot  a  chwnnan.  He  had  mnoh  pleMnre  in  proposing  Aid.  Wilaon, 
who  had  been  chairman  of  the  temporary  Anthority,  be  elected  chairman.^- 
lir.  NelBon  eeoonded  the  motion,  and  it  was  agreed  to  onanimonsly.  Mr. 
John  Spence,  North  Shields,  was  elected  vice-chairman. — ^The  following 
officers  were  re-elected. — Mr.  John  H.  Amos,  derk;  Mr.  J.  J.  Pace, 
treasnier ;  Dr.  H.  E.  Armstrongs  Kewoastle,  medical  officer  of  healtii ;  Dr. 
Armstnmi^  Sontii  Shields,  assistant  medical  officer;  and  Mr.  Taylor, 
inspector.  Connoillor  Stephens  laid  before  the  meeting  a  fi«*itAii^i  Btate- 
ment^  showing  that  the  estimated  ezpenditore  of  the  Anthority  ap  to 
December  31,  1883,  would  be  £1,290;  bat  as  it  may  be  necessary  to  purchase 
a  steam  launch  during  the  year,  it  was  resolved  to  add  £300  to  the  estimate. 
— ^It  was  resolved,  on  the  motion  of  Oouncillor  Stephens,  seconded  by  the 
Sheriff  of  Kewcsstle,  to  issue  a  precept  upon  the  various  oontributazy  riparian 
authmrities  to  rsise  the  £1,590. 

31.— The  statistics  of  the  trade  of  the  Tyne  for  1882  again  show  a  steady 
improvement  in  the  amount  of  business  done  at  our  great  north-east  port. 
Compared  with  those  of  1881,  the  eggreceate  imports  and  exports  have  each 
incresaed  nearly  2  per  cent.,  notwithstanding  the  temporary  depression  in  the 
chemical  trade  which  prevailed  during  the  vear.  In  the  psst  twelve  months 
there  were  shipped 8, 303,800  tons  of  cmX  and  coke  cargoes,  besides 760,000  tons 
of  bunker  coa^  thus  ezceedinff  the  largest  quantity  ever  previously  reached 
in  one  year  by  upwards  of  120,000  tons.  Excluding  coal  and  coke,  the 
general  exports  exhibit  an  increase  of  6  per  cent.  The  shipments  of  cement 
amounted  to  41,600  tons,  being  an  increase  over  1881  of  3,200  tons;  firebricks 
and  fireclay  goods,  128,20  >,  Ming  an  increase  of  4, 100  tons ;  pig  and  mann- 
fsctnred  iron  and  steed,  221,500  tons,  an  increase  of  49,000  tons  ;  purple  ore, 
Ac.,  35,000  tons,  an  increase  of  3,600  tons ;  grindstones,  11,400  tons,  an 
faicrease  of  1,800  tons ;  chemical  manures,  26,900  tons,  an  increase  of  1,200 
toDSL  Other  items  also  show  an  improvement,  but  to  a  smaller  extent  than 
fai  the  case  of  those  named ;  whilst  chemicals  and  some  other  artides  show 
a  temporary  falling  off.  Imports  show  in  the  aggregate  an  advance  of  nearly 
2  per  cent,  over  1881.  Grain  and  flour  and  breadstufis,  ftc,  furnish  a  totiu 
01212,000  tons,  or  an  increase  of  2,100  tons.  Cattle,  86,700  head ;  incresse 
30^300  head.  Sheep  and  swine,  83,800  head;  increase,  10,400  head. 
Potatoes,  16,500  tons;  increase,  4,400  tons.  Butter,  eggs,  and  other 
provisions  (excludina  beef,  pork,  and  bacon,  which  show  a  decrease  of  8,800 
tons),  20,000  tons ;  mcrease,  1,000.  Coffee  and  chicory,  650  tons;  incresse, 
32  tons.  Tea,  5^718  chests;  increase,  1,360  chests.  Rice,  saco,  and 
tspiooa,  1,700  tons ;  increase,  40  tons.  Fruits  of  various  kinds,  12, 100  tons ; 
increase,  2,400  tons.  Iron  and  steel,  115,000  tons;  increase,  16,800  tons. 
Sulphur,  iron,  and  other  ores,  ftc.,  830,000  tons;  incresse,  15,700  tons. 
Chemical  manures,  &c.,  35,200  tons ;  increase,  6,300  tons.  The  imports  of 
timber  amounted  to  244,600  loads,  or  practically  the  same  as  in  the  previous 
year.  Smaller  increases  appear  under  other  heads;  while  under  some 
there  are  slight  decreases.  19,523  vessels,  of  an  MegrM^ate  of  6,003,452  tons 
register,  deared  outwards  in  1882,  as  per  the  foUowmg  classification,  the 
increase  over  the  previous  year  being  0^566  tons  :^ 

690  vessels  between  1,000  and  8,100  tons  reg.,  or  8  more  than  1881. 
306  „  900   „    1,000         „         58 

447  M  800   „       900         „         52  less  than  1881. 

538  „  700   „       800         „         70  more  than  1881. 

1,199  „  600   „      700         „         78 

1,748  „  600   „       600         „         40 

2,069  „  400   „       600         „        127 

1,012  „  300   „      400         „       156  less  than  1881. 

1,904  „  200   „       300         „         28  more  than  1881. 

8,669  „  100   ,,200         ,,332  less  than  1881. 

2;062  vessels  under      100  „  6  „ 

The  shipbuilding  return  shows  that  1$2  iron  vessels,  of  a  gross  tonnage  of 
208,406  tons,  were  built  and  launched  during  the  year,  the  machinery  and 
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engines  for  these  having  also  nearly  all  been  sapplied  by  looal  mannfaotaren. 
The  importance  of  the  lyoe  as  a  national  narboor  of  refa^  was  aoaia 
strikingly  exemplified  dnrmg  the  severe  gales  which  prevailed  in  DeoemDer, 
when  §4t  vessels,  all  boxjnd  to  and  from  other  ports,  sought  and  obtained 
shelter  in  the  Tyne.  The  total  number  of  vesselB  which  entered  the  har- 
bour for  safety  throughout  the  year,  in  addition  to  thos^  which  put  back, 
was  488.  Several  additional  and  extensive  shipbuilding  yards,  marine 
ensine  works,  fto.,  have  reoently  been,  and  others  are  about  to  be  estab- 
lisEed  on  the  few  remaining  vacant  spaces  on  the  banks  of  the  river, 
embraced  within  the  20  miles  over  which  the  Tyne  Commissioners  exercise 
their  jurisdiction :  and  the  port  can  boaat  the  possession  of  docks,  manu- 
facturing establishments,  and  industries  of  various  kinds  amongst  Hbm 
largest  of  their  class  in  the  country. 

JANUARY,  1883. 
2.~lCr.  Qeorge  Ingham  Dean,  one  of  the  representatives  in  the  Council 
for  South  St.  Andrew's  Ward,  died  to-day.    He  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Council  on  November  1,  1880. 

—  Mr.  Robert  Ward,  proprietor  and  editor  of  the  North  qf  Ik^gland 
AdverHaer,  died  to-day,  at  his  residence,  Summerhill  Terrace,  Newcastle, 
after  a  short  illness.  The  deceased,  who  was  in  his  sixty-first  year,  learnt 
the  business  of  a  printer  at  the  yeuHscuUe  Oourant  office ;  and  in  1846  com- 
menced business  as  a  printer.  In  1847  he  issued  the  first  oopv  of  the  "  Dial 
of  the  Year:**  in  1848  he  commenced  the  publication  of  the  "North  of 
England  Pocket  Book ; "  and  io  1850  he  issued  the  first  directory  of  New- 
castle, Gateshead,  and  surrounding  districts.  He  turned  his  attention  to 
the  publishing  of  a  newspaper  in  1853 ;  but,  as  he  did  not  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  law  wnich  was  then  in  force  in  regard  to  newspapers, 
his  venture  came  to  an  abrupt  close.  Two  issues  of  a  small  weekly  news- 
paper were  published  by  him  in  October,  1853,  at  the  price  of  one  hal^nny 
each ;  and  further  issues  were  stopped  by  the  Government  authorities,  as 
Mr.  Ward  refused  to  submit  to  the  tax  then  imposed  upon  newspapers.  On 
June  80, 1855,  he  issued  the  first  number  of  the  North  <^  Wngland  AdvertUer, 
and  he  conducted  the  weekly  issue  of  tiiat  newspaper  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death. 

8. — Alderman  Cowen,  the  senior  Member  of  Parliament  for  Newcastle, 
delivered  a  political  address  in  the  Town  HaU,  to-night ;  and  a  vote  of  con- 
fidence in  him  was  agreed  to  by  a  vast  majority. 

10. — ^Newcastle  Quarter  Sessions  were  held  to-day,  before  the  Reoorder. 
There  were  six  prisoners  tried. 

12. — Newcastle  and  Northumberland  Assices  oommenoed  to-day.  There 
was  only  one  prisoner  for  trial  at  Newcastle  Assises. 

16b— The  Newcastle  Freemen's  Guild  was  held  to-day  in  the  GnildhalL 
The  Mayor  presided;— Mr.  Wilson  offered  the  usual  eoiuatatulations  to  the 
Mayor,  and  said  there  was  nothing  particular  to  call  for  his  attention. 
except  the  fact  that  the  long-vexed  question  of  bowling  on  the  Moor  had 
not  yet  been  settled.  His  worship^i  predecessor,  in  accordance  with  his 
promise,  did  what  he  oould  to  stop  ilf  but  did  not  succeed,  and  he  (Mr. 
Wilson)  trusted  that^  if  the  present  Mayor  saw  his  way,  he  would  take  the 
matter  up  and  bring  it  to  a  conclusion.  He  fancied  the  matter  might  be 
simply  settled  if  the  police  were  ordered  to  carry  into  effsot  the  bye-laws. 
There  were  matters  which  the  Corporation  and  the  freemen  would  have  to 
consider,  and  he  trusted  when  they  met  they  would  meet  in  a  kindly  and 
liberal  spirit ;  because  if  they  so  met  there  was  a  much  better  prospeot  of 
ooming  to  a  satisfactory  arrangement.  It  was  the  wish  of  the  freemen 
always  to  act  in  harmony  with  the  Coiporation,  if  tiiey  possiby  oould.  At 
the  same  time  the  freemen  were  not  willing  to  forego  any  of  their  distinot 
rights  and  privileges ;  but  they  were  always  willing  to  render  any  assistance 
or  aid  that  they  possibly  oould  for  the  pnUic  advantage,  provided  it  did  not^ 
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imply  a  gnrii^  ap  of  any  prinoiple  or  property. — ^The  Mayor,  in  retorning 
ihaDJu^  said  it  Afforded  him  great  pleasare  to  meet  them  on  that  oocaaion, 
espeoiaUy  as  he  had  the  honour  to  belong  to  their  body.  With  regard 
to  the  twwlinff  qnestion,  he  was  not  in  a  position  to  know  exactly  how 
it  stood,  bnt  he  shoold  make  a  point  of  inqoiring  more  fully  into  it,  and 
so  far  as  it  devolved  npon  him  as  Mayor,  he  should  endeavour  to  give  a 
sstiafactory  decision.  Of  oonrse  if  it  was  a  question  of  instiructions  to  tiie 
police,  that  was  a  matter  for  the  Watch  Committee.  With  regard  to  the 
other  question,  as  to  the  proposed  road  across  the  Leases,  tliat  IumI  already 
been  very  satisfactorily  settled. — Mr  Wilson  :  That  is  not  yet  settled,  Mr. 
Mayor. — ^The  Mayor  said  he  wae  quite  sure  the  Corporation  had  no  wish  to 
entrench  upon  the  legitimate  and  proper  rights  of  the  freemen  in  regard  to 
this  or  any  other  questions ;  and  if  they  had,  they  would  have  very  great 
difficulty  m  getting  rid  of  the  stewards.  But,  at  the  same  time,  he  was 
willing  to  bear  testimony  to  the  general  wish  of  the  freemen  to  behave 
liberaUy  towards  the  pnblio.  No  doubt  the  road  proposed  to  be  made 
would  be  a  great  public  advantage,  and  one  in  whion  tne  freemen  them- 
selves wouldpartioipate ;  and,  having  regard  to  this,  the  Corporation  would 
at  all  times  do  the  freemen  full  justice. — ^The  Sheriff  having  returned 
thanks,  the  meeting  terminated. 

16. — ^Mr.  Qeorgo  Fenwick,  of  By  well  Hall,  Northumberland,  died 
suddenly  between  two  and  three  o'clock  this  afternoon,  whilst  shooting  on 
the  Bavensworth  estate.  He  was  the  son  of  Mr.  Robert  Fenwick,  of  The 
Green,  Sunderland,  fle  began  his  education  under  the  famous  Dr.  T^te  of 
Bichmond,  and  finished  it  in  France.  Barly  in  life  he  married  Miss  Frances 
Alioe»  fourth  daughter  of  Mr.  Anthony  Snrtees,  of  Hamsterley  Hall,  in  the 
conn^  of  Durhun,  and  sister  of  Mr.  Bobert  Snrtees,  the  well-known 
author.  He  was  senior  partner  in  the  eminent  bankiog  firm  of  Messrs. 
Lambton  and  Ca,  of  Newcastie,  and  for  many  years  took  an  active  part  in 
its  management.  His  character  as  an  able  and  prudent  financier  brought  a 
veiy  large  amount  of  business  to  the  bank,  and  under  his  management  it 
tssumed  the  very  high  position  it  now  holds.  Liatterly,  however,  not 
occupying  himself  so  actively  in  business,  be  took  a  great  interest  in  the 
Tjrnedale  Foxhounds,  to  the  mastership  of  which  he  succeeded  when  Mr. 
Hunter  Allgood  retired  fourteen  seasons  aeo.  Having  bron|;ht  them  to 
their  present  high  state  of  perfection  he  founl  it  necessary,  owing  to  failing 
health,  to  intimate  at  the  beginning  of  this  year  his  intention  of  resigniuff, 
and  at  a  meeting  of  the  supporters  of  the  hounds,  held  on  February  10th, 
he  finally  resided  the  post  which  he  had  occupied  so  creditably  and  with 
such  satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  Mr.  Fenwiok  was  a  director  of  the  old 
Newcastle  and  Carlisle  Railway  Company,  and  on  the  amalgamation  of  that 
company  with  the  Nortii  Eastern  Bailway  Company  he  occupied  a  seat  at 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  latter  Company,  and  continued  to  do  so  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  one  of  the  old  Whifls  of  Newcastle,  out 
never  took  any  very  prominent  part  In  politics.  He  left  four  sons  and  three 
daoghters,  including  Mr.  G.  A.  Fenwiok,  of  Moor  Lodge,  Newcastle, 
osptain  in  the  Noruiumberland  Hussars,  and  a  member  of  the  Newoastla 
Sohool  Board,  and  Mr.  Hugh  Fenwick,  both  of  whom  are  partners  in 
Messrs.  Lambton  and  Co.'s  fimk.  The  cause  of  Mr.  Fenwick's  death  was 
heart  disease,  from  which  he  had  for  some  time  previously  been  aware  he 
was  suffering. 

17.^The  election  of  a  OonnoiUor  for  St  Andrew's  South  Ward,  in  the 
place  of  the  late  Mi.  Dean,  took  place  to-day.  The  poUinff  was  as  follows  i 
—A.  Hepbam,  provision  merchant,  281 ;  John  Dnmsfield,  tailor,  278 ;  D. 
A.  Williamson,  wine  and  spirit  merchant,  149. 

—  A  general  meeting  of  the  Organ  Committee  was  held  to-day  in  the 
Upper  vestry  of  Newcastle  Cathedral.  The  Lord  Bishop  of  the  diocese 
read  a  letter  which  he  had  received  from  Sir  W.  G.  Armstrong,  enclosing  a 
cheque  for  £600  towards  the  cost  of  the  organ  case.  The  beautiful  design 
for  the  oase,  presented  to  the  committee  by  Mr,  Robert  J.  Johnson, 
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architect,  wm  accepted,  and  the  hon.  eecretarieB  were  reqaested  to  aek  Mr. 
JohnBon  to  invite  tenden  for  the  execution  of  the  work. — On  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Henry  Watson,  seconded  bv  Mr.  Fairley,  and  carried  nnanimoosly,  it 
was  resolved — **  That  the  best  thanks  of  this  committee  be  given  to  Sir  W. 
G.  Armstrong  for  his  munificent  gift." 

19. — ^The  annual  meeting  and  distribution  of  prizes  in  connection  with  the 
Newosstle  School  of  Art,  took  place  to-niriit  in  the  hall  of  the  Literary  and 
Philosophical  Society,  Westgate  Road.  The  Mayor  (Mr.  Gibson)  was  nnable 
to  be  present  owing  to  the  illness  of  Mrs.  Mayoreas,  and  in  his  absence  BIr. 
Henry  Watson  presided.  The  report  read  by  Mr.  Wav  was  most  satisfso* 
toiy.  The  number  of  students  during  the  year  had  oeen  224,  an  increase 
of  28  over  last  year,  the  increase  being  the  fpreatest  in  the  evening  class  for 
artizans.  146  students  sent  in  1,716  drawings  to  the  examiners  at  South 
Kensington. 

22.— The  annual  meeting  of  the  Newcastle  Throat  and  Ear  Hospital  was 
held  at  the  institution  in  Clayton  Street  East,  to-day,  the  Mayor  presiding. 
The  Rev.  Joseph  Slack  read  the  anuual  report.  The  number  of  patients 
for  the  past  nine  months  had  been  942,  which  is  considerably  over  1,000  a 
year,  and  this  gives  a  total  since  the  opening  of  the  hospital  dP  6,056. 

26. — ^The  annual  meeting  of  the  governors  of  the  Newcastle  Dispensary 
was  held  to-day,  in  the  Dispensary,  the  Mayor  in  the  chair. — ^The  report  of 
the  one  hundred  and  fifth  year's  operations  stated  that  the  number  ot  letter 
patients  admitted  showed  an  increase  of  224  as  compared  with  tiie  previous 
twelve  months ;  the  increase  in  the  number  of  casual  patients  during  the 
year  was  very  large,  amounting  to  no  fewer  than  2,919. 

—  The  first  meeting  of  Newcastle  School  Board,  as  re-elected,  was  held 
to-day.  On  the  motion  of  Aid.  Stephenson,  seconded  by  Canon  Drysdals^ 
Mr.  George  Luokley  was  re-elected  chairman  of  the  Board  for  three  years. 
— On  the  motion  of  the  Rev.  W.  E.  Houldey,  seconded  by  the  B^v.  J. 
Thompson,  Dr.  Rutherford  was  re-elected  vice-chairman. 

29.— The  annual  meetins  of  the  Newcastle  Branch  of  the  Royal  Society 
for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals  was  held  to-day,  in  the  Northum- 
berland Hall,  under  the  presidency  of  the  Bishop  of  Newcastle.  The 
tenth  annual  report  of  the  committee  showed  that  during  the  year  the 
number  of  prosecutions  undertaken  by  the  Society  in  Newcastle  and  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  was  170.  Four  offenders  were  arrested  while 
offending;  16o  were  proceeded  against  by  summons;  30  horaes  were 
destroy^  bv  consent  of  owners.  The  ones  and  costs  amounted  to 
£143  lis.  6a.  These  figures  show  a  slight  fallina  off  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year,  when  Iw  cases  were  recorded,  but  the  diminution  is  an 
additional  proof  of  the  success  which  has  attended  the  Sociefy's  operations. 
It  shows  that  fewer  oases  occur,  and  that  the  lessons  which  have  been 
taught  by  the  educational  operations  of  the  committee,  and  the  prosecutions 
of  previous  years,  are  produciog  a  beneficial  effect. 

30. — ^A  public  meeting,  convened  by  the  Mavor  of  Newcastie,  in  oompli- 
ance  with  a  requisition,  was  held  to-night  in  the  Town  Hall,  "to  oonsiaer 
the  proj^rietv  of  promoting  a  bill  in  Parliament  for  the  closing  of  public 
houses  m  this  city  on  Sundays."  The  hall  was  filled.  The  chair  was 
occupied  by  the  Mayor  (Mr.  T.  G.  Gibson).  On  the  motion  of  the  Bishop 
of  Newcastie,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Meharry,  and  supported  by  NDr. 
T.  Burt,  M.P.,  it  was  resolved:  "That  this  meeting,  behoving  that  the 
legal  suppression  of  the  common  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  on  Sunday 
would  greaUy  i>romote  the  material  prosperity,  the  home  comfort^  the 
moral  and  reUgious  well-bein^r  of  the  nation,  rejoioes  heartily  in  that 
advanced  public  opinion  which  has  olaced  this  subject  in  the  very  forefront 
of  all  questions  of  social  reform." — On  the  motion  of  the  Rev.  Canon  Lloyd, 
seconded  by  the  Rev.  Canon  Drysdale,  it  was  resolved:  "That  whilst 
dedarinff  it  to  be  the  duty  of  Parliament  to  pass  a  national  law  in  aoooid* 
ance  wiui  the  wishes  of  the  great  majority  of  the  people,  wherever  tested. 
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this  meeting  weloomea  the  rapport  of  the  Go^enunent  to  oonn^  measures, 
and  eaniestiy  trnsts  that  either  by  ooanty  or  national  legulation,  the 
Ueani^  of  a  sober  Sunday  may  speedily  be  enjoyed  by  the  whole  land, 
and  beueving  that  opinion  is  ripe  for  the  Sunday  doeinff  of  pnblio  honses  in 
this  coonty,  this  meeting  resolves  that  arrangements  be  at  once  made  for 
introdacing  into  Parliament  a  Snndav  Closing  Bill  for  the  coonty." — On 
the  motion  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Batchelor,  seconded  b^  Mr.  Gkorge  C&arlton, 
it  was  resolved  '*  to  sisn  a  petition  to  Parliament  in  favour  of  a  Sunday 
dosing  bill  for  Newcartie  ana  Northumberland." 

31.— The  annual  meeting  of  Newcastle  Ragged  and  Industrial  Schools 
was  held  to-day,  the  Mayor  in  the  chair.  The  thirty-fifth  annual  report 
showed  that,  including  a  balance  of  £1,023  6s.  6d.  at  the  commencement  of 
the  year,  the  reoeiptB  had  been  £5,366  10s.  The  total  ezpendituie  had 
been  £3,267  llsi  lOd.;  £1,000  had  been  invested ;  and  £1,008  ISs.  2d.  was 
in  the  hands  of  the  bankers.— The  report  of  Mr.  WiUoughby,  the  superin- 
tendent, stated  that  the  number  of  children  living  in  the  schools  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  was  132  bo^  and  63  girls ;  and  the  number  of  day 
scholars  receiving  food  and  education  and  returning  to  their  own  homes  at 
night  was  19  bovs  and  33  girls,  fifteen  boys  and  six  girls  had  been  sent 
to  the  schools  by  order  of  the  justices  durins  the  year,  and  during  the 
same  period  12  boys  and  5  girls  have  been  added  as  day  scholars.  The  dis- 
charges during  the  vear  were  26  boys  and  9  eirls  from  the  inmates  ;  and  12 
boys  and  16  girls  rrom  the  day  scholarB,— leaving  now  a  total  of  212  chil- 
dren, viz.,  140  boys  and  72  girls.  The  average  attendance  had  been  143 
boys  and  67  girls. 

31. — ^The  seventieth  annual  meeting  of  the  Newcastle  Society  of  Antl- 

auaries  was  held  to-day  in  the  Castle,  the  president  (Earl  Ravensworth)  in 
be  chair.  Mr.  W.  H.  D.  Longstaffe,  one  of  the  secretaries,  read  the 
report,  which  contained  the  following : — "  The  Society  has  now  arrived  at 
an  interestang  period  of  its  history.  It  is  proposed,  and  indeed  an  agree- 
ment to  carry  out  the  proposition  is  drawn,  and,  with  possibly  some  trifling 
alterations  of  detail,  will  be  executed  within  the  next  few  days,  for  the 
purchase  d  the  Black  Gate.  The  council  has  been  induced  to  take  ^is 
course  for  more  reasons  than  one.  The  Museums  Act  not  having  been 
adopted  in  Newcastle,  the  preservation  and  exhibition  of  objects  of  interest 
depend  entirely  on  the  efforts  of  private  societies.  The  building  itself,  in 
its  best  parts  of  the  time  of  Henry  HE.,  the  erector  of  Westminster  Abbey, 
presents  curious  features ;  and,  sedng  that  we  know  its  precise  cost,  as  we  ao 
that  of  the  Keep,  it  is  of  high  importance  in  the  history  of  Knglish  architec- 
ture. A  museum  fund  wilTbe  applied  towards  the  repairs  of  the  tower  and 
adapting  it  for  the  reception  of  such  of  our  collections  as  require  better  light 
than  that  possible  in  the  Keep,  but  a  liberal  rabeoription  will  be  necessary,  aa 
the  extras  and  fittiius  will  be  expensive.  Some  discussion  has  arisen  as  to 
the  proper  summit  of  the  gate.  Probably  it  would,  like  the  towers  of  the 
Town  Wall,  be  provided  with  means  for  machiolation,  but  as  we  really 
have  no  evidence  upon  the  point,  and  as  the  superstructure  is  Jacobean,  we 
have  all  but  determined  to  substitute  for  the  present  roof,  which  falls  very 
well  in  with  the  general  sky-line,  a  pitched  roof  covered  with  flat  tiles, 
somewhat  like  those  which  form  such  a  characteristic  and  pleasing  feature 
in  certain  churdies  at  York.  While  the  non-adoption  of  the  Museums  Act 
hi  so  large  a  town  must  be  regretted,  we  are  bound  to  state  that  the  terms 
of  the  Corporation  are  liberal  and  acceptable." 

FEBRUARY. 

1. — ^The  annual  meeting  in  connection  with  the  Newoastie  Infirmary  was 
held  to-day,  the  Mayor  (Mr.  T.  G.  Gibson)  presiding.  The  report  stated 
that  the  number  of  in-patients  received  dunzur  the  year  has  been  1,941. 
In  1881  the  number  was  1,821.  Of  those  m-patients  received  in  the 
past  year,  402  were  persons  suffering  from  accident,  and,  consequently, 
were  admitted  without  letter.    The  number  of  out-patients  received  by 
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letter  has  been  641.  The  number  accounted  for  in  the  report  for  1881  waa 
was  513.  The  number  of  out-patients  treated  in  consequence  of  accidents, 
without  letter,  has  been  2,263,  as  against  2,190  in  the  year  referred  to.  In 
addition  to  these  must  be  reckoned  254  "  casuals,"  who  were  made  oat- 
patients,  making  in  all,  for  the  year,  3,058.  The  whole  number  of  out- 
patients treated  in  1881  was  2,703,  giving  an  excess  of  355  for  the  year 
lust  expired.  The  number  of  casuaJs  has  oeen  20,004 ;  in  the  former  year 
it  was  21,147.  In  addition  to  these  "casuals,"  1,224  dental  caaee^have 
been  summarilv  treated  in  the  accident  room,  irrespeotiye  of  those  which 
have  come  under  the  care  of  the  honorary  dental  surgeon.  He  haa  seen 
543  patients  and  extracted  633  teeth.  The  average  daUv  number  of 
patients  in  the  hospital  has  been  208*75.  The  average  stay  of  each  patient 
m  the  hospital  has  been  39*2  days,  as  against  39*8  in  1881.  The  average 
oost  of  each  patient  has  been  £5  7s.  9^.;  in  tiie  previous  year  it  was 
£5  17s.  4d.  The  number  of  deaths  that  have  occurred  among  the 
in-patients  had  been  166.  The  total  ordinarv  income  of  the  year, 
oonsistinfl  of  rents,  interest  upon  vested  capital,  and  subscriptions  haa 
been  £7,543  14s.  lOd.  This  exceeds  the  ordinary  income  of  the  year  1881 
by  £141  17s.  Id.  The  important  item  of  subscriptions  amounts  to 
£2,972  13s.  lOd.,  being  a  decrease  upon  subscriptions  of  1881  of  £8  15s.  3d. 
The  legacies  received  during  theyear  have  amounted  to  £1,618  19b.,  and 
the  bcnaef actions  to  £120.  Sir  Wm.  Armstrong  sent  the  amount  paid  for 
admission  to  Jesmond  Bene,  which  this  year  amounts  £86.  llie  sum 
received  from  the  Hospital  Sundav  Fund  has  been  £1,315  7s.  9d.  Of  this 
sum  £920  Is.  3d.  was  a  free  gift ;  the  rest  was  received  in  return  for 
letters.  The  total  expenditure  of  the  year  has  been  £11,485  9b.  5d.,  being 
£155  4s.  8d.  less  than  in  1881.  The  excess  of  expenditure  over  income, 
from  all  sources,  amounts  to  £2,202  15s.  7d.  unfortunately,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  the  Infirmary  was  in  debt  to  its  treasurer  in  the 
sum  of  £889  15s.  8d.,  which,  added  to  the  present  vear's  deficiency,  makes 
a  total  deficit  of  £3,092  lis.  3d.  To  meet  these  claims,  all  the  income  of 
the  institution,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  has  been  absorbed,  together 
with  a  sum  of  £125  paid  to  the  treasurer  by  ^e  trustees  of  the  Ponteland 
Road,  and  yet  there  remains  a  d^ciency  of  £2,077  15s.  7d.,  wliich, 
together  with  £889  15s.  8d.,  the  amount  due  to  tiie  treasurer  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  makes  the  balance  due  to  the  treasurer  at  the  end  of 
the  year  £2,967  lis.  3d. 

8.— To-day  was  issued  an  address  by  Mr.  Ashton  DUke,  one  of  the 
members  of  Parliament  for  Newcastle,  announcing  his  intention  to  resign 
his  seat  in  oonsequence  of  ill  health. 

—  At  the  meeting  of  the  River  Tyue  Improvement  Commissioners  held 
to-day,  Mr.  J.  G.  Stevenson,  M.P.,  presiding,  the  annual  financial  state- 
ment for  the  twelve  months  ended  December  31,  1882,  waspresented,  and 
it  showed  that  the  gross  revenue  for  the  year  amoimted  to  £266,791  4s.  7d., 
being  £5,604  17s.  2d.  in  excess  of  the  previous  year's  receipts,  and  the 
expenditure  on  revenue  account  for  management,  maintenance,  interest, 
and  other  charges  to  £226,686  5s.  2d.,  leaving  a  surplus  of  £40^04  19b.  5d. 
The  outlay  on  capital  account  in  the  same  period  amounted  to  £168,948 
16s.  lOd.,  divided  as  follows  :—TVne  Improvement  Fund,  £69,055  2b.; 
River  Moorings  Fund,  £5,547  Ob.  lid.;  Tyne  Piers  Fund,  £28,921  6s.  id.; 
and  Northumberland  Dock  Fund,  £65,413  7s.  7d.  (of  which  £65,051  9b.  lid. 
was  spent  on  the  construction  of  the-  Ck>ble  Dene  Dock).  The  balanoe  of 
capital  expenditure,  after  deducting  the  surplus  on  revenue  account  applic- 
able thereto,  was  therefore  £128,838  17s.  5d.  The  total  mortgage  debt  of 
the  Commissioners  at  3l8t  December,  1882,  was  £3,672,889  15s.  4d.  The 
quantity  of  coal  and  coke  exported  from  the  Tyne  in  1882  was  : — (>>astwise 
2,945,041  tons,  oversea  5,358,802  tons,  total  8,303,843  tons,  being  109,265 
tons  in  excess  of  the  quantity  shipped  in  1881.  The  registered  tonnage  of 
vessels  cleared  outwards  from  the  port  in  1882  was  6,003,452  tons,  or  9£566 
tons  more  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  the  average  size  of  vessels  386  7-10 
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tooa,  M  oompored  with  377  3-10  tonfl  in  1881.  2,884,789  tons  of  material 
were  raised  by  the  dredgers  dnring  the  year,  at  an  average  coet  of  5'381d. 
per  ton.  Besides  vessels  which  put  back  after  leaving  the  harbour,  438 
vesBsla  bound  to  and  from  other  ports  used  the  Tvne  for  refuge  purposes  in 
1882.— The  Chairman  stated  that  although  the  Finance  Committee  had  to 
report  a  very  considerable  surplus  revenue,  yet  it  was  a  decrease  compared 
with  the  surplus  revenue  of  1881,  and  the  explanation  of  that  was  this  : — 
lliere  had  been  an  actual  increase  of  gross  revenue,  arising  from  a  general 
pogreBS  in  the  trade  of  the  port,  to  the  amount  of  £5,604 ;  but  that  was 
Dalanoed  by  increased  charges  to  the  amount  of  £12,049.  The  principal 
items  of  the  increased  charges  were  £1,699  for  increase  of  interest  wad 
stamps.  &c.,  on  account  of  the  increased  debt  due  to  the  capital  expendi- 
ture of  the  Commissioners;  £4,500  on  account  of  a  new  ferry-boat  for 
Shields  ferry  (this  had  been  charged  against  revenue  because  there  had  not 
been  a  reserve  fund  set  apart  to  provide  for  renewals) ;  £2,057  for  dredging, 

applicable  to  improvement  of  river ;  £2,224  for  repair  to  the  river  wall  and 
erd  ffrovne.  South  Shields ;  and  other  items,  made  a  total  of  £14,704. 
lliere  nad  been  a  diminution  of  expenditure  on  various  items  to  the 
amount  of  £2,655 ;  and  the  nett  increased  charges  amounted  to  £12,049, 
which  on  being  debited  with  the  increase  of  t5,604  in  the  gross  revenue 
showed  on  the  nett  receipts  £6,645  decrease  as  compared  with  1881 .  At  the 
same  time  ^ey  must  all  oe  satisfied  that  the  surplus  revenue  of  £40,000,  as 
afiainst  £46,000  last  year,  was  an  ample  surplus  to  warrant  the  creditors  of 
the  Commissioners  lending  money  with  conndence  that  the  Commissioners 
would  be  able  to  meet  all  their  engagements.  He  was  glad  to  see  that  the 
capital  expenditure  had  been  larger  in  1882  than  in  18ol.  Some  time  ago 
the  Commissioners  made  up  their  minds  that  the  sooner  they  completed 
their  capital  expenditure,  and  completed  the  works  entrusted  to  them  by 
Parliajment  the  better  it  would  be.  In  1882  there  had  been  expended  on 
capital  account  £169,000,  as  af;ainst  £110,000  in  1881.  The  average  rate  of 
interest  paid  by  the  Commissioners  continued  to  diminish.  Excluding  the 
Government  loans  the  average  rate  of  interest  pild  by  the  Comnussioners 
was  £4  3s.  4d.  per  cent. ;  and  a  calculation  had  been  made  by  the  secretary 
showing  thaty  supposing  they  had  been  paying  the  same  rate  of  interest  at 
the  present  day  as  was  paid  in  1879,  there  would  have  been  an  increased 
cost  of  £10,782  above  what  was  actually  required  to  be  paid  now.  The  coal 
trade  of  the  port  continued  to  increase  ;  the  shipments  had  been  larger  in 
1882  than  in  1881.  The  report  stated  that  8,303,843  tons  of  coal  and  coke 
had  been  shipped ;  but  those  fiffures  did  not  include  750,000  tons  of  bunker 
ooal  ahippea  m  the  river.  With  regard  to  dredoing  he  was  glad  to  find 
that  there  had  been  an  increase  of  more  than  1,000,000  tons  of  material 
diedj^sd  in  1882  as  compared  with  the  qnantitv  dredsed  in  1881,  and  that 
lai^er  amount  of  work  had  been  done  at  a  much  smaller  coet  per  ton.  The 
diminution  in  coet  had  been  nearly  one  penny  per  ton,  the  cost  in  1882 
being  5*381d.  against  6*236d.  per  ton.  The  Commissioners  would  excuse 
his  calling  attention  to  these  facts.  While  the  Commissioners'  revenue  did 
not  seem  to  be  increasing  so  rapidly  as  it  did  one  or  two  years  ago,  they 
would  be  glad  to  see  that  there  was  a  steady  prog^^ss,  and  that  the  volume 
of  the  trade  of  the  port  seemed  to  be  steadily  increasing  also.  He  only 
wished  that  the  saime  could  have  been  said  of  the  profits  of  the  capitalists 
carrying  on  the  trade. 

—  At  the  meetinff  of  the  l^e  Improvement  CommiBsioners  a  letter  was 
read  from  Sir  W.  G.  Armstrons,  Mitchell,  and  Co.,  Limited,  stating  that 
they  intend  to  extend  their  works  at  Elswick  by  establishing  shipbuilding 
thm.  **  The  vessels  to  be  constructed  will  be  of  relatively  great  import- 
ance, being  chiefly  for  war  purposes,  of  the  greatest  dimensions  which  can 
be  safely  passed  tnrough  the  bridges,  and  requiring  considerable  length  of 
bolldxng  slips.  These  will  be  placed  at  an  anflle  with  the  river  for  the 
porpoae  of  gaining  length ;  but  the  breadth  of  Sie  available  ground  is  stOl 
very  contracted." 
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9.~The  annual  meeting  of  the  rabecribers  to  the  Northern  Counties* 
Hoepital  for  DiseajBes  of  the  Ghest  was  held  to-day  at  the  Hospital  in 
Blackett  Street.  The  Mayor  (Mr.  T.  G.  Gibson)  presided.  The  fourth 
annual  report  stated  that  the  total  number  of  patients  was  414,  a^nunst  367 
last  year.  Twenty -four  out  of  the  414  had  been  in-patients,  whose  stay 
varied  from  a  few  dajrs  to  two  months.  The  income  of  the  hospital  had 
been  £224  9s.  6d.,  and  the  expenditure  £216  4s.  Id.,  leaving  a  balanoe  of 
£9  6B.4d. 

—  Ameetinff  of  theEzecativeCk>mmittee  who  had  chanra  of  the  restoration 
of  St.  Nicholas^  Church,  Newoastle-on-l^e,  specially  called  at  the  instance 
of  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Newcastle,  in  order  to  receive  a  statement  of  the 
restoration  accounts,  with  a  view  to  the  formation  of  a  new  committee  to 
take  up  the  question  of  the  furnishing  of  the  chancel  in  such  manner  as 
may  hereafter  be  found  advisable,  was  held  to-day  in  the  upper  vestry  of 
St.  Nicholas'  Church,  the  Archdeacon  of  Ldndisfame  (Canon  Martin)  in  the 
chair.  The  honorary  secretary  (Aid.  Young)  read  the  following  report : — 
In  their  last  published  statement  the  Executive  Committee  have  to  lament 
arrears  beins  due  to  the  contractor  (Mr.  Walter  Scott)  amounting;  to 
£1,008  lis.  £l.,  exclusive  of  interest,  and  to  the  executors  of  the  architect 
(the  late  Sir  G.  Gilbert  Scott)  £188  2b.  3d.  Since  then,  thanks  to  the  pay- 
ment of  several  outstanding  and  additional  subscriptions,  and  the  receipt  of 
various  collections  made  in  the  church,  all  liabilities  incurred  by  them  are 
now  discharged,  excepting  for  interest  (£230)  claimed  by  the  contractor, 
which,  it  is  hoped,  may  yet  be  satisfactorily  adjusted.  To  perfect  the 
scheme  as  originally  recommended  by  the  late  Sir  G.  Gilbert  Scott,  funds 
will  have  to  be  raised  to  provide  a  reredos,  screens,  choir  stalls,  and  otiier 
internal  fittings ;  but,  in  view  of  St.  Nicholas'  Chimsh  having  become  the 
cathedral  for  the  recentiy-constituted  diocese,  the  Executive  Committee 
have  hitherto  refrained  from  any  special  effort  to  furnish  the  chancel  until 
it  could  be  definitely  ascertained  what  its  actual  requirements  are  likely  to 
be.  Seeing,  however,  that  the  bishopric  has  been  established  on  a  satisfac- 
tory basis,  and  important  changes  taken  place  in  connection  therewitii, 
also  that  their  respected  chairman  (the  Rev.  Canon  Martin)  has  been  pro- 
moted  to  the  Arcndeaconrv  of  Undisf ame,  and  consequentiy  cannot  now 
be  expected  to  devote  the  time  and  zeal  so  ungrudgingly  bestowed  in  the 
past,  the  Executive  Committee  feel  that  the  duty  of  oompletinx  the  under- 
takinff  had  better  be  delegated  to  a  new  committee,  and  wul  therefore 
cheerfully  retire  in  favour  of  such  a  committee,  as  soon  as  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  its  formation  have  been  made.  In  the  meantime  they 
append  a  statement  of  the  fund  as  it  at  present  stands,  which  will  be  duly 
submitted  to  the  auditors.  From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  total  reoeipts 
from  all  sources  paid  into  the  bank  amoimt  to  £21,793  16s.  9d.,  and  the 
payments  to  £21,582  lis.  7d.,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  bank  of  £216  4s.  2d. 
Considering  the  severo  commeroial  depression  which  has  unhappily  existed 
for  so  considerable  a  period,  and  the  many  other  claims  upon  the  com- 
munity, it  is  a  matter  tor  congratulation  that  the  subscriptions  have  been  so 
well  got  in.  Receipts : — ^Total  receipts  as  per  publishea  statement  to  April 
12,  1879,  £20,434  lis.  4d.;  since  received  rrom  churchwardens  of  St. 
Nicholas's,  £200;  collections  in  ohuroh  at  sundry  times,  £031  Os.  8d.; 
received  sundiy  subscriptions,  £262  16s.;  interest  allowed  bv  Messrs. 
Lambton  and  Co.,  £6  78.  9d.;  Chas.  Tully,  Esq.,  towards  erection  of  the 
pulpit,  £215;  Joseph  (}owen,  Esq.,  M.P.,  in  payment  of  his  father's  (the 
late  Shr  Joseph  Cowen)  promised  subscription,  £50 ;  total,  £21,793  15s.  9d. 
Payments :— <:k)ntraotor,  £14,368  13s.  7d.;  architect,  £1,138  2s.  3d.;  clerk 
of  the  works,  £931  9b.;  Messrs.  Farmer  and  Brindlev's  account,  £2,832 
4s.  4d.;  Mr.  Skidmore  for  lighting,  £1,052  158.  6d.;  Messrs.  Dinning  and 
Cook  for  heating,  £523  6s.  7d.;  Messrs.  Thompson  and  Rudder  for  western 
porch,  £176  10s.;  advertising,  stationery,  ftc.,  £158  9s.  2d.;  Mr.  Thompson 
for  drains,  £57  10s.  6d.;  Mr.  Stone's  account,  £51 ;  Messrs.  Thornton  for 
pavement,  £121  8s.;  Messrs.  Robson  for  seat  alteration,  £7 ;  sundry  other 
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(BfllmiBeineiiti  ae  pablialied  In  last  statement,  £164  2k  8cL;  total,  £21,982 
lis.  7d.  In  Messrs.  Lambton  and  Co.'s,  to  the  credit  of  the  restoration 
fiind,  £216  4b.  2d. — On  the  motion  of  the  Chairman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Aid. 
Potter,  the  report  and  statement  of  accounts  were  adopted ;  uter  which 
Aid.  Potter  proposed  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  Canon  Martia  for  ^e  very 
valuable  assistance  he  had  rendered  the  work.  This  was  seconded  by  Dr. 
Philipson,  and  unanimously  carried ;  as  was  also  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
honorary  secretary,  moved  by  the  Archdeacon,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  A. 
Gooderham,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Thomas  Anderson. 

17. — ^A  speeied  meeting  of  the  l^e  Port  Sanitair  Authority  was  held 
to-day  in  the  Committee  Room,  Town  EEall,  Newcastle,  under  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  J.  F.  Spence.— The  Medical  Officer  (Dr.  H.  E.  Arm- 
strong) presented  his  report  for  the  year  ending  December  90,  1882. 
During  iaie  jrear  10  patients  had  been  admitted  into  the  floating  hospital  of 
the  Authority,  as  compared  with  13  on  the  previous  year,  of  which  7 
recovered,  1  died,  and  2  remained  in  the  hospital  at  the  dose  of  the  year. 
ChieMnspector  Taylor  visited  last  year  2,448  British  steamers,  2,908 
British  sailing  vessels,  776  foreign  steamers,  and  1,091  foreign  sailing 
vessels ;  total  vessels,  6,623,  extra  viiits  paid,  739 ;  boats  examined,  36 ; 
total  visits,  7,398.  Of  the  vessels  visited  4,756  were  British,  and  the 
remainder  belonged  to  other  nationalities ;  and  of  those  vessels  2,830  were 
in  good  condition ;  3,287  passable,  and  506  in  bad  condition.  Notices  had 
beoi  served,  or  verbal  orders  giyen  to  179  British  steamers,  181  British 
sailins  vesseU,  48  f orei^  steamers,  98  foreign  sailing  vessels--total,  506 ; 
and  au  had  complied  with  the  requirements  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Chief- 
Unspector,  with  the  exception  of  o  which  left  the  port  before  they  coiUd  be 
re-visited. 

22. — ^A  meeting  was  held  to-da^,  in  the  Northumberland  Hall,  Newcastle, 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  diocesan  branch  of  the  Church  of  England 
Temperanceckxsietv.  TheSshop  of  Newcastle  presided.  Canon  Grey  moved 
"  That  a  branch  of  the  Church  of  England  Temperance  Society,  under  the 
presidency  of  the  Bishop,  be  formed  u>r  the  diocese  of  Newca8tie."~Canon 
lioyd,  vicar  of  Newcastle,  seconded  the  resolution ;  and  it  was  agreed. 

23. — ^ThtB  afternoon  the  annual  meetiiu^  of  the  supporters  of  the  Nurses' 
Home  and  Trainhig  School,  Charlotte  Square,  Newcastie,  was  held,  the 
Mayor  (Mr.  T.  G.  Gibson)  in  the  chair. 

26. — ^The  election  of  a  member  of  Parliament,  in  succession  to  Mr.  A.  W. 
Dllke,  took  place  to-dav.  The  candidates  were  Mr.  John  Morley,  barrister, 
London  (lioeral),  and  Mr.  Gainsford  Bruce,  barrister  (Conservative).  The 
poll  resulted  in  the  election  of  Mr.  Morley,  who  received  9,443  votes ;  Mr. 
Bruce  polled  7,187  votes. 

28. —Mrs.  T.  G.  Gibson,  wife  of  the  Mayor  of  Kewoastle,  died  this 
morning.  Mrs.  Gibson  had  been  suffering  from  Ulness  almost  ever  since 
her  hnsoand  entered  upon  the  office  of  Mayor  on  the  9th  of  November, 
1882.  The  deceased  uuiy  was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Balnh  Atkinson, 
farmer,  of  Gosforth,  and  was  sister  to  Mr.  John^Atkinson,  solicitor,  of  the 
firm  of  Stanton  and  Atkinson,  Newcastle. 

MARCH. 

4b — A  eoontv  conference  on  the  question  of  promoting  a  measure  pro- 
hilnting  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  on  Sunday  in  Newcastle  and  North- 
umberland, was  held  to-day  in  the  Central  Hall,  Newcastie.  The  Bishop 
of  Newcastie  occupied  the  chair.  On  the  motion  of  Councillor  W.  I^ 
Stephens,  seconded  by  Mr.  Wigham,  Haydon,  it  was  resolved,  "That 
whilst  declaring  it  to  he  the  du%  of  Parliament  to  pass  a  national  law  in 
aooordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  great  majority  of  thd  people,  wherever 
tested,  this  conference  welcomes  the  support  of  the  Government  to  coun^ 
measures,  and  earnestly  trusts  that  either  by  county  or  national  legislation, 
the  blesifaigB  of  a  sobor  Sunday  may  speedily  be  enjoyed  by  the  whole  land ; 
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and  believisg  that  opltii<m  ia  ripe  for  the  Sunday  closing  of  publio-hooMB 
in  this  conn^,  this  conference  resolves  that  arrangements  be  at  once  made 
for  introducing  into  Parliament  a  Snnday  Closing  Bill  for  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,  the  County  of  Northumberland,  and  Berwick-on-Tweed." — On  the 
motion  of  Captain  Coulson,  Blenkinsop  Castle,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bobt. 
Elliott,  Choppington,  it  was  resolved,  "That  Thomas  Burt,  Esq.,  M.P.« 
be  requested  to  take  charge  of  the  bill ;  and  that  all  the  Parliiunentai:^ 
r^resentatives  from  the  countv  be  appealed  to  to  endorse  and  give  it  their 
earnest,  constant,  and  watchful  support." 

7. — The  opening  services  of  the  new  Wesleyan  Chapel,  at  Jesmond,  took 
place  to-day.  The  building  comprises  a  church,  with  vestries,  class  rooms, 
and  a  lecture  hall,  all  upon  one  noor,  and  with  perfect  communicaticm  with 
each  other.  In  the  church  there  are  830  sittings,  and  the  total  cost  will  be 
about  £10,600 ;  to  that  sum  is  to  be  added  nearly  £4,000  due  upon  Bruns- 
wick Place  Chapel,  making  a  total  of  £14,500.  Of  that  amount  £11,000 
have  been  promised. 

~  Mr.  George  Bum,  a  well-known  local  sculptor,  at  the  premature  age 
of  49  years,  died  to-day  at  his  residence,  No.  4,  Hixh  Cross  YUla  PlaM^ 
Westgate  Road,  Newcastle.  Mr.  Bum  caueht  cold  while  cutting  the 
figure  of  Neptune  at  the  Fish  Market,  and  had  ever  since  suffered  in  conse- 
quence. A  native  of  North  Northumberland,  he  came  to  Newcastle  at  aa 
early  period  of  his  life,  and  worked  in  connection  with  various  well-known 
local  sculptors,  ultimately  achieving  for  himself  the  important  place  amount 
the  number  which  he  for  some  time  held.  Amongst  the  chief  of  his  won» 
are  the  monuments  to  the  aquatic  champions,  Harry  Clasper  and  Bobert 
Chambers ;  a  model  in  plaster  of  Jack  Crawford,  the  Sunderland  hero,  who 
nailed  the  flag  to  the  mast  at  Camperdown;  the  memorial  to  Mr.  John 
Pritchard,  the  tragedian,  who  in  the  old  days  of  stock  companies  obtained 
so  much  popularity  at  the  Theatre  Royal ;  the  ornamental  work  in  front  of 
the  Free  Library,  Newcastle ;  the  monument  to  Mr.  J.  P.  Robson,  tho 
local  bard  ;  the  Larkin  tablet  and  bust ;  the  memorial  tablet  to  Councillor 
Hodge — ^the  first  placed  in  the  church  of  St.  Nicholas  since  it  became  & 
cathedral ;  and  the  group  comprising  Neptune  and  fishwomen  at  tiie  Fish 
Market. 

8. — At  a  meeting  of  the  River  Tyne  Improvement  Commissioners  held 
to-day,  a  committee  reported  that  an  arrangement  had  been  made  with  tho 
Newcastle  Trinity  House  for  the  voluntary  transfer  to  the  Commissionera 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Trinity  House  over  the  harbour  lights,  buoys,  and 
beacons  existing  on  the  Tyne,  and  of  the  dues  leviable  in  respect  thereof. 

12.— The  death  of  Mr.  Ashton  W.  Dilke,  late  M.P.  for  Newcaatle, 
occurred  at  Algiers  to-day.  Mr.  Dilke,  who  was  in  his  34th  year,  was  tho 
second  son  of  the  late  sir  Charles  Wentworth  Dilke,  first  baronet,  and 
brother  of  Sir  Charles  Dilke,  the  nresident  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 
He  was  educated  in  Trinity  HaU,  Cambridge,  of  which  he  was  a  scholar, 
and  was  well  known  as  an  author  and  journalist,  being  part  proprietor  of 
tlie  Bfferet  and  the  WttJdy  Dispatch,  He  had  travelled  extensively  in 
Central  Asia,  and  took  much  interest  in  Russia's  movements  in  that  quarter 
of  the  globe.  A  student  of  the  Russian  language  and  literature,  he  pub- 
lished,  m  1879,  a  translation  of  Tourffenief's  "Nov,"  under  the  titte  of 
"Virgin  Soil,"  which  attracted  considerable  attention  at  the  time.  Ho 
enter^  Parliament  for  Newcastle  in  1880,  and  resigned  his  seat  only  a  few 
weeks  ago  owing  to  ill-health.  Mr.  Dilke  was  married  in  1876  to  Maiy 
Margaret,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  T.  E.  Smith,  M.P.  for  Tsmemonth. 

26. — ^The  fourteenth  annual  conference  of  the  National  Union  of  Elemen- 
tarv  Teachers  was  commenced  to-day  in  the  lecture  haU  of  the  Literary  and 
Philosophical  Society,  Newcastle. 

27. — ^The  Easter  vestry  meeting  of  the  ^rishioners  of  St.  Nicholas'  was 
held  to-day  in  the  vestry  of  St.  Nicholas'  Church,  under  the  presidency  of 
the  Rev.  Canon  Lloyd,  Vicar  of  Newcastle.— Aid.  Young  said  t^t  smce 
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the  last  Easter  veetry  meetiiiff  very  important  events  had  occurred,  our 
ecclesiastical  status  having  become  entirely  altered.  Newcastle  now 
enjoyed  the  distinction  of  being  an  independent  bishopric,  with  the  church 
of  St.  Nicholas  as  its  cathedral.  This  has  necessarily  entailed  several 
chancy  amonsst  others  the  well-merited  elevation  of  the  late  Vicar,  Canon 
Martm,  to  the  nistoric  archdeaconry  of  lindiBfame,  and  the  appointment 
of  Canon  lioyd  to  the  ancient  office  thereby  vacated — an  office  aating  back 
to  the  time  of  Henry  L,  when  it  was  held  by  Richard  de  Auria  Valle.  No 
doubt  the  names  of  many  eminent  divines  might  be  found  in  the  long  roll 
of  the  vicar's  predecessors ;  but  judging  fromthe  reports  received,  a^  by 
their  own  short  experience  of  the  ui^agging  zeal  and  eloouence  which  had 
attracted  such  luge  and  devout  congrejgations  to  tne  services  in  the 
Cathedral  since  Canon  Lloyd  entered  upon  its  ministrations,  they  must  feel 
themselves  under  a  deep  obligation  to  Bishop  Wilberforce  for  his  judicious 
and  happy  selection  of  Canon  Lloyd  to  fill  the  position  of  vicar.  He  moved 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : — **The  parishioners  oi  St.  Nicholas's 
parish,    in    Easter    vestry    assembled,    desire   to   place  on   record   their 

Satification  at  the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  Canon  Ll(»yd,  M.  A.,  as  Vicar  of 
ewcastle-upon-Tyne.  Mr.  Lloyd,  since  his  induction,  having  shown  an 
earnestness  and  ability,  not  only  fully  justifying  tiie  high  reputation  that 
had  preceded  him,  but  which  must  also  secure  the  respect  and  con6dence  of 
all  classes  of  the  commanity,  the  parishioners,  therefore,  gladly  avail 
themselves  of  the  present  opportunity  to  offer  him  their  hearty  congratula- 
tions, accompanied  with  the  sincere  wish  that  he  may  long  be  blessed  with 
health  and  strength  to  discharee  the  duties  of  his  office  to  the  lasting  benefit 
of  those  under  hi«  jurisdiction.''-— Mr.  Henn^  Watson  seconded  the  resolution, 
and  it  was  agreed  to  unanimously. —The  Vicar  said  the  too  kindly  words  of 
the  proposition  made  by  Aid.  Yonng  had  taken  him  by  surprise,  and  he 
thanked  him  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart.  When  the  Bishop  asked  him  to 
come  to  Newcastle  it  was  with  very  great  reluctance  that  he  left  his  old 
work  in  the  old  diocese  where  be  had  been  born  and  bred  ;  but  still  he  felt 
that,  as  be  did  not  seek  the  appointment,  there  was  some  higher  hand  in 
it|  and  that  he  had  better  come  to  Newcastle  ;  and  so  he  came,  and  had 
been  received  with  great  kindness.  He  felt  more  grateful  than  words  could 
exiHress  for  the  kincmess  with  which  he  had  been  received. 

APRIL. 

2. — The  Easter  Guild  of  the  Newcastle  Freemen  was  held  to-day,  in  the 
Guildhall,  before  the  Mayor  (Mr.  T.  G.  Gibson),  who  was  accompanied  by 
the  Sheriff  (Mr.  Henry  Clapbam),  the  Under-Sheriff  (Mr.  Dendy),  and  the 
Town  Clerk  (Mr.  Hill  Motum). --Councillor  Wm.  Wilson*  chairman  of  the 
Stewards  of  the  Incorporated  Companies,  addressing  the  Mayor,  said  it  was 
his  doty  to  infonn  his  worship  that  the  stewards  had  passed  a  vtite  of 
sjrmpath^  and  condolence  with  him  on  his  recent  bereavement  Many  of 
the  ohantable  institutions  of  the  town,  in  connection  with  which  it  was 
usual  for  the  Mayoress  to  take  the  lead,  would  miss  her  very  much ;  and  the 
Mayor  would  miss  her  aid  and  sympathy  in  the  discharge  of  his  public 
duties.  It  was  to  a  certain  degree  itatisfactory  that  the  Stewards^Com- 
mittee  had  been  able  to  oome  to  an  arrangement  with  the  Corporation  as  to 
the  price  to  be  paid  for  the  land  to  be  taken  for  the  purpose  of  widening 
the  road  from  St.  Thomas's  Crescent  across  the  Leases  to  the  Spital  Tongaes ; 
bat  that  satisfaction  was  tn  a  certain  extent  marred  by  one  fact.  The 
freemen  never  imagined  that  the  Corporation  would  recede  from  or  set  aside 
an  arrangement  which  had  been  oome  to  between  them  some  years  aso  in 
regard  to  the  price  to  be  paid  for  land  taken  on  the  Moor  or  Leases ;  and  the 
prooeedings  in  connection  with  the  road  across  the  Leases  showed  that  all 
future  arrangements  between  the  Stewards'  Committee  and  the  Corporation 
must  be  strictly  carried  out  in  a  business  manner,  and  not  be  left  to  honour; 
all  agreements  must  be  committed  to  writing,  so  that  there  oould  be  no 
mode  of  evading  any  just  obligation.  No  progress  had  been  made  in  respeot 
to  bowling  upon  the  Moor.    The  Corporation  seemed  to  be  indifferent  to 
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thu  matter,  and  oertunly  did  not  show  aoy  friendly  feeling  towaide  Ui« 
freemen.  —The  Mayor  mid  he  was  very  much  obliged  to  the  ireemen  for  the 
sympathy  thev  had  shown  towards  him  in  his  ffreat  bereavement.  The 
g^ml  public  had  been  extremely  kind  to  him  all  through  his  great  afflio* 
tion  ;  and  the  recollection  of  the  sympathy  shuwn  to  him  would  umg  remain 
in  his  heart.  It  was  no  less  satisfactory  to  the  Corporation  than  it  was  to 
the  freemen  that  an  arrangemeDt  had  been  oome  to  in  regard  to  the  land 
required  for  widening  the  road  across  the  Leases.  He  believed  the  improve- 
ment of  the  road  would  be  oi  great  benefit  to  the  town,  as  it  would  open  out 
a  very  advantageous  district  for  residential  purposes,  and  thus  relieve  ths 
pressure  upon  the  more  central  parts  of  the  town,  and  enable  people  to  ^ 
houses  at  more  reasonable  rents.  So  far  as  he  wss  aware,  the  Corporation 
were  very  willing  to  comply  with  any  clear  obligations ;  int,  of  course,  in 
dealing  with  a  fluctuating  body  like  the  Council,  it  wss  very  desirable  that 
all  arrangements  should  be  recorded  in  writing.  They  could  not  expect 
that  the  members  of  the  Council  ten  years  hence  wonld  be  the  same,  or  that 
they  would  be  able  to  carry  in  their  memory  any  uodentandina,  not  recorded 
in  writing,  come  to  by  the  Council  to-day.  The  question  of  bowling  had 
been  mentioned  by  him  more  than  once  in  the  qnwter  in  which  it  must  be 
oonsidered,  and  its  consideration  had  been  postponed  only  until  the  question 
of  the  road  was  disposed  of ;  but  he  would  be  very  much  disappointed  if,  at 
the  next  guild,  he  was  not  able  to  announce  that  the  question  bad  been 
positively  settled. 

14. — At  the  Spring  Assises  to-day,  Peter  Dananm  was  found  ffuilty  of 
murdering  his  wife  on  February  4tli,  in  a  house  in  Fleece  Court,  GsUowgate, 
Newcastle,  and  was  sentenced  to  death  ;  but  the  sentence  was  aftewards 
commuted  to  penal  servitude  for  life.  Something  was  heard  in  prisoner's 
house,  and  on  prisoner  going  out,  some  neighbours  entered  and  found  his 
wife  dead,  her  need  being  injured  and  throat  cut. 

17. — ^A  public  meeting  was  held  to-day  in  the  Council  Chamber,  Town 
Hall,  Kewcastie,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  steps  to  complete  the  restoration 
of  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St  Nicholas'.  The  Bishop  of  Newcastie  was  in 
the  chair.  On  the  motion  of  the  Mavor  of  Newcastie,  seconded  b^  Arch- 
deacon Hamilton,  it  was  resolved  '*  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  it  ii 
desirable  that  messures  should  be  taken  to  complete  the  work  of  restoration 
in  the  Catiiedral  Church  of  St.  Nicholas."  A  committee  was  appointed  to 
cany  out  the  work. 

19.— A  special  meeting  of  Newcastle  School  Board  was  held  to-day,  under 
the  presidency  of  Mr.  George  Luckley,  to  receive  and  conaider  the  annual 
financial  statement. — Mr.  &11  presented  a  report  of  the  Finance  Committee^ 
showing  the  actual  and  estimated  income  ana  expenditure  of  the  Board  for 
the  past  financial  year.  The  estimated  income  for  the  past  year,  including 
a  bslance  of  £603  Ss.  2d.,  wss  £18,633  2b.  Id.,  and  the  actual  income  was 
£18,406  16s.  6d.  The  actual  income  wss  made  up  as  follows  : — Balance, 
£603  3s.  2d.;  grants  from  Education  and  Science  and  Art  Departments, 
£4,657  12b.  7d.;  payments  by  rating  authority,  £9,600 ;  school  fees,  £3,212 
14s.  lOd.;  books,  Ac,  sold  to  children,  £412  16s.  2d.;  and  other  sources  of 
income,  £112  10s.  9d.  The  estimated  expenditure  was  £18,633  2s.  Id. ; 
the  actual  expen  :iture  was  £18,544  7s.  8d.,  made  up  as  follows  :— 
Expenses  of  administratioao,  £2»519  12b.  6d.;  maintenance  of  schools, 
£11,389  6s.  9d.;  industrial  schook,  £1,083  2s.  8d.;  repayment  of 
principal  and  interest  oi  loans^  £3,698  8s.  3d.;  and  other  expenses, 
£4  3s.  6d.  The  estimated  expenditure  for  tiie  year  ending  March 
31,  1884,  amounts  to  £20,016  15s.  lid.,  made  up  as  follows  :--Cttrrent 
balance  over-dravm,  £23  4s.  9d.;  salaries  of  officers  of  the  Board,  £1,600 ; 
legal  and  other  expenses  of  administration,  £900 ;  maintenance  of  schools, 
£11,962 ;  industrial  schools,  £1,100  ;  and  repayment  of  loans  and  interest^ 
£4,430  lis.  2d.  The  estimated  income  for  tne  current  year  is  as  follows  :— 
Grsnts  from  Education Depurtment,  £4^620  7fl.  3d.;  grants  from  Science 
and  Art  Department,  £200 :  school  fees,  £8,622  lOs.;  books,  Ac,  sold  to 
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cfaUdran,  £450 ;  other  Mmroes  of  income  of  £100 ;  total,  £8,882  17i.  3d., 
leaving  abalenoe  of  £11,122  ISs.  8d.  to  be  provided  by  rates.  The  com- 
mittee reoommended  that  a  precept  for  £11,200  be  served  npoo  the  rating 
anthori^  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Board  for  tbe  year  ending  March  3J, 
1884. — ^Tbe  report  inw  adopted. 

20.~The  Bev.  B.  Christopherson,  late  head  master  of  tbe  Kewca«t1e 
Grammar  School,  was  to-day  presented  with  an  illuminated  addrcs»,  a  pocket 
oommoDion  survive,  a  silver  soap  tureen,  and  a  silver  waiter,  on  the  occanion 
of  his  leaving  his  post  in  Newcastle  to  asAume  the  duties  of  Rector  of 
Falmouth. 

—  At  Messrs.  Wigham  Bicbardson  and  Cc's  shipbuilding  yard,  Low 
Walker,  to-day,  the  Sbyor  of  Newoastle  presented  to  James  Soott,  a  work- 
man, for  various  acts  of  bravery  in  saving  Lfe,  the  diploma  and  medal  of 
the  Rojral  Humane  Society,  and  a  pnr»e  of  gold  subscribed  by  the  men 
employed  in  the  yard. — Mr.  Wigham  Kichardson  said  that  five  years  ago 
James  Scott  aaveid  a  boy  about  ten  years  of  age  from  drowning  in  the 
Onsebum,  and  shortly  afterwards  in  the  same  legality  Scott  jumped  into 
the  water  and  saved  the  life  of  a  boy  named  Purvis.  After  that  asain  two 
men  fell  into  the  river  Koffether,  and  James  Scott,  who  was  employed  on 
board  a  steamer,  jumped  overboard  and  saved  both  of  them.  Again  a 
watchman  at  the  Copenhagen  Wharf  on  the  Quayside,  fell  into  the  water  at 
about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  Soott,  who  was  near,  rescued  tbe  man. 
Lsstly,  a  case  occurred  at  Messrs.  Wighun  Bicbardson  and  Company *s 
works.  A  man  named  Tate  fell  into  the  water,  and  Scott  jumped  in  after 
him.  In  Dulliuff  the  man  out  Scott  had  the  misfortune  to  break  his  ankle. 
He  (Mr.  Bicharason)  was  proud  to  say  that  the  artizans  of  the  establishment 
so  appreciated  ScotVs  ci>nauct  that  they  subscribed  a  purse  of  gold  for  him. — 
The  Mayor  then  made  the  presentation. 

21.— Mr.  F.  Sinton  died  this  morning  at  his  residence,  Albion  Place, 
Newcastle,  in  his  80th  year.  Mr.  Sinton  was  the  first  market  superintendent 
Kewcaatle  ever  had,  and  held  that  poet  up  to  the  year  1864;  when,  owing 
to  a  difference  with  some  of  the  salesmen,  he  was  induced  to  send  in  his 
resignation.  A  long  battle,  however,  first  ensued  between  the  malcont^-nts 
and  the  Corporation,  some  of  them,  and  especially  Aid.  Hodgson,  then 
cfaainnan  of  the  Finance  Committee,  not  being  willing  to  lose  tbe  services 
of  one  whom  they  esteemed  as  a  good  public  servant.  Tbe  battle,  which 
was  waged  for  about  two  years,  and  led  by  Mr.  George  B.  Hedley,  was  at 
length  terminated  bv  tbe  committee  having  to  give  in.  Afterwards  Mr. 
Sintcm  did  good  and  well  appreciated  service  in  his  valuable  reports  of 
Newcastle  &ttle  Market  to  many  papers  in  the  kingdom  for  many  years ; 
and  he  also  made  friends  of  the  most  of  tbe  men  who  were  in  the  aforesaid 
controversy  so  muoh  against  him. 

27. — ^The  annual  meeting  of  the  governors  of  the  Northern  Counties* 
Orphan  Inbtitution  was  held  to-day  at  tbe  institution,  Moor  Edge,  New- 
castle, under  the  presidency  of  the  Sheriff  of  Newcastle  (Mr.  Henry  Clap- 
ham) — The  Honorary  Secretary  (Bev.  John  Lintott)  read  the  report  of  the 
committee,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  nineteenth  year  of  the  existence 
of  the  institution  bad  seen  a  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  childnin,  and 
of  tbe  funds  required  for  their  maintenance.  There  were  last  year  17  more 
children  m!iin*^ainpd  than  in  the  previous  year.  Double  the  number  of 
children  had  been  received  last  year  by  election,  in  accordance  with  the  re- 
commendation in  the  last  report ;  and  the  committee  rejoiced  to  be  able  to 
again  propose  that  at  the  next  two  elections  24  instad  of  12  candidates  be 
dected.  It  was  satisfactory  to  announce  that  the  balance  of  money  in 
hand  was  larger  than  yet  reported,  whilst  £ld50  bad  been  added  to  tbe  in- 
vested money,  with  the  prospect  of  a  further  increase  from  an  expected 
Iflgairr.  There  were  in  the  institution  66  boys  and  68  girls,  and  12  officials. 
The  financial  statement  for  the  fifteen  months  ended  December  31st  showed 
that  thehicome  was  £3,107  5«.  7d.;  at  the  oommenoement  of  the  previous 
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year  there  wm  in  hand  a  balanoe  of  £522  6s.,  and  £2,700  invested,  making 
a  total  of  £6,419  10s.  7d.  After  paying  all  expenses  there  was,  on  December 
31st»  in  band  a  balance  of  £647  12s.,  and  £3,352  19s.  4<i.  invested. 

—  The  first  meeting  of  the  newly  elected  Newcastle  Board  of  Guardians 
WAS  held  to-day,  and  Mr.  Adam  Carse  was  elected  chairman ;  and  Messrs. 
Todd  and  Matthewson  vice-chairmen. 

—  The  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords,  after  hearing  evidence  in 
support  of  the  Newcastle  and  District  Sea  Water  Sn^tply  Company's  Bill, 
the  chairman  (the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon)  said  *'the  committee  had 
come  to  the  coucluaion  that  they  will  not  call  upon  Mr.  Littler  to  state  a 
case  on  behalf  of  the  opponents.  They  find  that  the  preamble  of  the  billon 
the  part  of  the  promoters  has  oot  been  proved.'*  Mr.  Littler,  Q.C.,  and  Mr. 
Gibson  appeared  for  the  Corporotion  of  Newcastle,  who  opposed  the  bilL 

—  St.  Stephen's  Church,  Scotswood  Road,  Newcastle,  was  re-opened  to- 
day, when  a  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Bishop  of  Newcastle.  About 
three  vears  ago  a  tower  and  spire  were  added  to  the  cbnrcb,  and  a  peal  of 
eight  bells  was  placed  in  the  tower,  the  cost  beiog  defrayed  by  members  of 
the  Cruddas  family.  This  year  a  north  aisle,  organ  chamber,  large  vestry, 
and  a  porch  at  the  west  door  were  added  to  the  church,  and  the  oost  was 
paid  by  Mr.  W.  D.  Cruddas. 

—  A  meeting  of  gentlemen  interested  in  the  work  of  completing  the 
restoration  of  St.  Nicholas'  Cathedral  Church  was  held  to-day  in  the  Upper 
Vestry  of  St.  Nicholas',  nnder  the  presidency  of  the  Vicar,  the  Rev.  Canon 
Lloyd,  M.A.  The  meeting  elected  an  executive,  and  also  a  financial 
committee.  The  Bishop  was  appointed  chairman ;  the  Vicar,  vice-chair- 
man ;  Alderman  C.  H.  Young  and  the  Rev.  E.  W.  Evans,  senior  curate  of 
the  cathedral,  hon.  secretaries  ;  and  Messrs.  Lambton  and  (^o.,  treasurers  of 
the  fund.  The  next  question  being  the  appointment  of  an  architect,  the 
Chairman  informed  the  meeting  that  the  Biahop  had  received  a  very  gener- 
ous offer  from  Mr.  John  Oldrid  Scott,  of  London,  son  oi  the  late  architect^  Sir 
G.  Gilbert  Soott^  R.A.,  volunteering  to  supply  a  design  and  drawini^  for 
the  reredos,  as  his  oontribntion  to  the  work  ;  also  a  letter  from  Mr.  Thomp- 
son, of  Mosley  Street,  with  a  similar  proposition ;  but  the  Vicar  having 
intimated  that  Mr.  Percy  G.  B.  Westnuoott,  of  BenwellHill,  had  expreaaed 
his  willingness,  through  the  Bishop,  to  provide  a  reredos,  at  a  cost  of  £4,000, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  committee,  if  Mr.  Robert  James  Johnson,  of 
Newcastle,  was  entrusted  with  the  preparation  of  the  design,  it  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to  accept,  with  grateful  appreciation,  this  munificent  offer ; 
also  to  apiK>iut  Mr.  Johnson  architect  for  the  whole  work.  The  object  of 
the  committee  will  be  to  fumi>h  the  church  so  as  to  render  it  in  every 
rt  itpeot  worthy  of  beine  the  cathedral  of  the  newly  constiiuted  diocese,  and 
although  no  estimates  have  yet  been  taken,  it  is  presumed  that  the  cost  of 
the  whole  acheme  will  not  fall  far  abort  of  £14,00 ).  The  Vicar  announced 
tiiat  he  h;.B  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  W .  D.  Cruddas,  intimating  his  inten- 
tion tu  subscribe  £250  towards  the  project.  Tne  Archdeacon  of  North- 
umberland {Dr.  Hamilton)  remarked  that  they  ought  not  to  sep irate  with- 
out paying  a  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas 
Hedley,  barri«ter-at-law,  to  whose  munificence  it  might  fairly  be  conceded 
the  bishopric  primarily  owed  its  origin.     He  consequently  felt  it  his  duty  to 

opose  the  following  resolution,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  A.  D. 
'       ■■- of  tl    •       ™ 


Shiuley,  and  unaniiuously  carried  :— '*  That  the  foresight  of  the  late  Thomas 
Hedley,  barrister-at-law,  in  making  provision  under  his  will  for  the  endow- 
ment of  a  Bishopric  for  Newoaatle-on-Tyne,  and  which,  with  the  liberal  aid 
of  others,  so  materially  hastened  its  accomplishment,  is  entitled  to  some  per- 
manent recognition  ;  that  the  executive  committee  be  therefore  anthonsed 
to  take  such  steps  as  will  best  secure  this  object." 

MAY. 
3.— Mr.  John  F.  Ure,  for  many  years  chief  enoineer  of  the  River  Tyne  Im« 
provement  Commissioners,  died  at  Qoarry  Villa,  JEbwkhurst,  Sussex,  to-day. 
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The  DAme  of  Mr.  Ure  i«  inaepurably  ooniiected  with  the  great  work  of  riTer 
improvement  which  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Tyne  Commisaionert  in  the 
past  25  yeara,  aod  which  has  resulted  in  the  Tyne  taking  rank  as  one  of  the 
nnt  ports  of  the  world.  Mr.  Ure  was  elected  engineer  to  the  Tyne  Com- 
missioners in  1858  in  succession  to  Mr.  Brooks,  and  entered  npon  the  dntiea 
of  his  important  office  in  the  early  ^art  of  1859.  Up  to  that  time  the  Com- 
missioni-rs  h:ftd  not  really  commence  d  with  their  great  work,  and  the  first 
ta^k  to  which  Mr.  U  e  devoted  his  attention  was  a  careful  inspection  of  the 
river,  and  after  mnch  thought  and  atteotion  had  been  given  to  the  subject^ 
he  laid  before  the  Ck>mmi^siuDer8  a  report,  in  which  he  pointed  out  the  best 
means  of  securing  the  object  desired  by  all  connected  with  the  industries  of 
this  district — the  permanent  improvement  and  development  of  the  Tyne  as 
a  shipping  port.  Under  the  personal  supervision  of  Mr.  Ure  the  improve- 
ments were  gr»dnally  executed,  and  when  he  resigned  his  position  about 
1870,  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  witnessing  the  grtat  saooess  which  had 
attended  his  achievements.  Mr.  Ure,  who,  prior  to  his  connection  with  the 
Tyne  Commissioners,  had  been  engaged  upon  the  woik  of  improving  the 
Clyde,  Tetnme<l  to  Glasgow  on  resigning  his  Tyne  appointment  and  joined 
the  eminent  shipboiLiing  firm  of  Messrs.  John  Elder  and  Co.  The  Tyne 
Commissioners,  being  wishful  to  retain  the  services  of  one  who  was  so 
thoroughly  acqoainted  with  the  work  of  river  improvement,  appointed  Mr. 
Ure  their  consulting  engineer,  the  practical  work  and  actual  superintendence 
being  placed  in  the  charge  of  Mr.  J.  P.  Mesaent,  who  was  appointed  Mr. 
Ure's  successor. 

12. — The  annual  prooe^sion  of  the  Corporation  horses  took  place  to-day, 
and  prizes  of  the  valne  of  £28  ds.  were  awarded. 

14. — The  Newcastle  May  Horse  Processi  )n  Society's  annual  festivsl  took 

?ilace  to-day  (Whit-Monday),  and  was  in  all  respects  mo$<t  successfal.  About 
00  horses  joined  in  the  procession  and  competed  for  prizes.  The  prizes  were 
distributed  to  the  winners  at  a  meeting  held  in  the  Circus,  by  Mrs.  G.  A. 
Ptsnwick*  of  Moor  Lodge.    The  Mayor  of  Newcastle  presided. 

15. — ^A  review  of  volunteer  corps  of  Northumberland  and  Durham  was 
held  to-day  in  Gosf orth  Park,  and  was  followed  by  a  sham  fight.  About 
4,000  volunteers  were  present. 

24. — To-day  (the  Derby  Day)  the  Newcastle  police  entered,  under  the 
power  of  wsrrants.  the  Wheat  Sheaf  Inn,  Bigg;  Market,  and  the  Duke  of 
Wellins$ton  Inn,  High  Bridge,  and  apprt- bended  and  searched  69  persons,  all 
of  whom  were  marched  to  the  Central  Police  Station,  where  64  of  them  were 
discharged  by  the  si  ting  magistrate  without  any  charge  being  made  against 
them,  and  the  remainder  were  remanded  on  charges  under  the  Betting  Act. 

2:^. — A  public  meeting  was  held  in  the  Circus  to-night  to  "protect  against 
the  arbitrary  arrest  of  over  60  persons  for  alleged  infringements  of  the  Betting 
Act."  The  Ciicus  was  crowded,  and  the  meeting  was  presided  over  by 
Councillor  Joseph  B.  Ellis.  The  following  resolutions  W'  re  agreed  to  : — 
"  I'hit  this  meeting  condemns  the  action  of  the  authorities  on  Derby  Day, 
for  indiscriuiinately  arresting  69  persons  on  premises  licensed  for  public  enter- 
tainment, and  subjecting  them  to  the  indignity  of  a  personal  search;  for  after- 
wards oonduoting  them  throush  the  streets  of  Newcastle  to  the  Police  Court, 
where,  after  being  again  searched,  and  no  evidence  adduced  a^inst  them,  64 
of  the  number  were  discharged  without  any  apology  for  the  infringement  of 
personal  libei  ty  to  which  they  had  been  subjecte<£^'  "  That  a  memoHal  be 
forwarded  by  the  citizens  present  at  this  public  meeting  to  Mr.  Jo'«eph 
Oowen  and  Mr.  John  Morley,  members  of  Purliament  for  Newcastle, 
ezpressiog  their  strong  conviction  that  the  clause  of  the  Act  of  Parliament 
16  and  17  Vic.,  chap.  119,  which  seems  to  empower  such  arbitrary  and 
despotic  action,  should  be  immediately  repealed,  as  beinff  opposed  to  the 
rightful  liberties  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  and  that  the  local  members  be 
requested  to  convey  the  sentiments  of  this  meeting  to  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment. Also,  that  a  copy  of  this  and  the  foregoing  resolution  be  presented 
to  the  Mayor  in  Council  assembled  at  its  ffarst  meeting.'* 
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90.— At  Newetstle  Police  Court,  to-day,  Robert  Bobinion,  oeoupier  of  the 
Dake  of  Wellington  Inn,  was  fined  £10  for  asinfl;  his  lic'>n8ed  premises  for 
betting  pn^pose8  ;  aud  John  Elliott  was  fined  £10  for  aiding  and  abetting ; 
Patrick  McGke  was  fined  £10  fur  permitting  betting  at  the  Wheat 
8heaf  Inn. 

JUNE. 

4. — Mr.  Henry  Clapham,  Sheriff  of  Newcastle,  after  a  very  short  illnen» 
died  to^ay.  The  anxiety  and  labour  in  connection  with  the  recent  election 
of  a  meml>er  of  Parliament  for  the  oity  in  the  plaoe  of  the  late  Mr.  Ashton 
Dilke  had  a  prejudicial  effect  upon  the  health  of  Mr.  Clapham,  who^  being 
Sheriff,  had  to  officiate  as  retumin|;.officer.  Whilst  the  votes  were  being 
counted  on  the  polling  day,  he  fainted  and  had  to  be  carried  from  the 
Council  Chambf-r  to  the  Mayor's  room,  where  he  was  attended  by  medical 
gentlemen.  After  a  few  day's  rest,  Mr.  Qapham  went  to  Brighton,  and  on 
returning  home  he  seemed  to  be  in  better  health.  Laat  week,  however,  he 
did  not  Ml  well,  and  consulted  Dr.  Murray,  but  was  able  to  attend  at  his 
office  for  a  short  time  ou  June  Ist,  and  on  the  foUowini?  day  (Saturday)  he 
received  visitors  at  his  residence,  Jeamond  Cottage.  During  Saturday  night 
he  was  very  restless,  and  betwetn  seven  and  eight  o'clock  on  Sunday 
morning  i&  was  found  that  his  right  side  was  paralysed.  He  was  attended 
by  Dr.  Murray  and  Dr.  Lownds.  During  a  great  part  of  June  4  he  was 
unconsciouB,  and  death  took  plaoe  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night.  The 
deceased  gt^ntleman  was  well-known  in  Newoaetle  and  the  North  of  England 
as  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  prosperous  of  the  Tyne  shipowners  and 
brokers  ;  and,  as  a  member  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gkteshead  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  of  which  body  he  was  treasurer,  he  was  always  ready  to  do  hia 
utmost  to  advixnce  the  intorcsts  of  all  branches  of  local  trade.  The 
Newcastle  Town  Improvement  Act  of  1876  gave  to  EUwick  Ward  three 
additioual  seats  in  the  Council,  and  Mr.  Clapham,  who  then  resided  in  that 
district,  was  one  of  the  successful  candidates  at  the  election,  which  was  held 
on  November  2,  1877.  In  the  year  following  he  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  River  Tyne  Improvement  Commission  as  one  of  the  representatives  of 
the  dues  payers,  ifbth  in  the  Council  and  in  the  Commission  Mr.  Clapham 
at  once  took  rank  as  a  thoroughly  practical  man  ;  his  speeches  were  neither 
frequent  or  long,  and  were  always  closely  directod  to  the  subject  under 
discussion.  His  pleasant,  genial  manner  in  discharging  all  the  public  duties 
which  fell  to  his  lot  secured  for  him  the  esteem  and  regard  of  a  ver^  large 
number  of  people  ;  and  the  high  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  in  the 
Council  was  evidenced  by  his  unanimous  election  last  November  to  the 
honourable  and  ancient  oflSce  of  Sheriff  of  this  city.  Mr.  Clapham  was  a 
hearty  snppo^r  of  many  of  the  charitable  and  religious  institutions  in  this 
oity  :  be  took  special  interest  in  the  Ragged  and  Industrial  Schools,  and 
also  in  the  Nortnem  Counties'  Orphanage.  In  politics  he  was  a  LiberaL 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  was  married  to  a  daughter 
of  the  late  Mr.  J.  Watson,  solicitor,  Bensham,  and  sister  of  Mr.  B.  Spence 
Watson.  A  notoble  event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Clapham  was  his  arrest  in 
Russia  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Crimean  War.  He  was  travelling  through 
the  country  and  attending  to  business  transaotions,  and  was,  along  with 
another  traveller,  arrested,  but  was  soon  set  at  liberty.  The  announcement 
of  Mr.  Clapham's  death  was  received  with  universal  regret  in  the  oity  and 
district,  and  the  suddenness  of  tbe  melancholy  event  came  as  a  great  shook 
to  tbose  who  were  unaware  of  his  brief  illness.  By  the  poor  and  the  needy, 
whom  he  often  relieved,  his  death  was  sincerely  mourned  ;  and  his  kind» 
hearted  widow  had  the  sympathy  of  many  in  the  heavy  affliction  whioh  befel 
her. 

—  The  thirty-fourth  annual  Conference  in  connection  with  the  Wesleyaa 
Methodist  Looal  Preachers'  Mutual  Aid  Association  was  oommenced  in 
Newcastle  to-day.  Mr.  J.  Dyson,  Sheffield,  president,  ooonpied  tbe  ohair.  — 
Alderman  W.  tL  Stephenson,  of  Newcastle,  was  eleoted  president  for  the 
next  year. 
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6.— The  wmnAl  meetixig  of  the  rapporten  of  the  Northern  Goantlei 
Institatuui  for  the  Deaf  wm  Damb  waa  held  to-day  at  the  Inititatton,  New« 
castle^  nader  the  preaidenoy  of  the  Biahop  of  Newcaatle.  The  oommitfeee 
reported  that  there  were  100  children  in  the  Inatitation.  The  income, 
belndiDg  a  balance  of  £882  18a.  Id.  from  1881,  amonnted  to  £5J67  16s.  5d., 
of  which  £3, 300  was  from  legaoiea  and  donations.  The  ezpenditare  amounted 
to  £1,981  6a.  lOd.,  and  £3,485  was  inyetted. 

7.~The  foneral  of  the  late  Mr.  Henry  Clapham,  Sheriff  of  Newcastle^ 
took  place  to-day  at  St.  John's,  Westi^te  and  Elawick  Cemetery.  The 
Deputy  Mayor  (Aid.  Angoa)  and  a  large  number  of  members  of  the  Corpora* 
tion  were  preaent. 

•»  A  publio  meeting  was  held  this  afternoon  in  the  Council  Chamber, 
Newcastle,  under  the  presidency  of  the  Bishop  of  Newcastle,  in  connection 
with  the  YouDg  Women's  Christian  Association,  of  which  Mrs.  Henry  Cla|K 
ham  is  secretary.  The  work  of  the  association  was  carried  on  in  a  house  in 
Bidley  Place.  The  Bishop  of  Newcastle  read  the  following  extract  from  a 
letter,  dated  June  lat^  from  the  late  Mr.  Olapbun,  Sheriff  of  Newcastle  :^ 
"  Now,  the  principal  object  of  the  meeting  will  be  to  endeavour  to  get 
oontributioDa  towuda  paying  off  the  debt  oif  the  new  Working  Women's 
Home.  Since  the  meeting  was  settled  upon,  I  have,  on  the  minute  and  at 
the  request  of  the  committee,  bought  No.  4,  Seville  Place  for  £4,650,  posses- 
sion to  be  given  between  the  Ist  of  Julv  and  Ist  of  Auffost.  Miss  Koyce, 
ladjjr  superintendent,  calculates  that  it  will  accommodate  62  assorted  boarders. 
It  IS  one  of  the  lai^geat  and  beet  of  the  town  houses  in  Newcastle,  having  17 
bed  rooms,  6  sitting  rooms,  and  extensive  wash-houses,  kitchen,  etabliog,  ko. 
We  shaU  want  £1,650,  the  balance  between  the  cost  and  mortgage ;  and 
£850  for  new  furniture — altogether,  £2,500.  I  quite  hope  to  oe  at  the 
meeting,  but  the  state  of  my  health  has  not  been.Batiifactory  lately.  I  have 
already  flot  promises  of  two  donations  of  £100  each  towards  the  fund,  and  I 
hope  to  nave  a  few  more  before  the  meeting,  should  ill-health  not  prevent 
me  from  attending  it."— It  was  resolved  to  carry  out  the  scheme  proposed 
by  Mr.  Clapham,  and  the  committee  issued  an  appeal  for  £5,000  to  purchase 
the  house,  to  be  called  the  '*  Clapham  Memorial." 

11. — ^A  seaman  named  James  Grant  jumped  from  the  High  Level  Bridge 
into  the  Tyne,  and,  on  risinff  to  the  surface  of  the  river,  he  swam  about  for 
ten  minutes  and  was  then  tucen  out  of  the  water  by  some  people  in  a  boat. 

13. — ^The  first  of  two  performaoces  of  Sophocles'  tragedy  of  "  Antigone," 
with  Mendelsohn's  music,  was  given  to-night  in  the  Tyne  Theatre,  New- 
castle, in  aid  af  the  Newcastle  Fond  of  the  Roval  College  of  Music.  Mrs. 
Soott-Siddons  took  the  part  of  Antigone,  and  the  musio  waa  sung  by  a 
chorus  of  sixty  gentlemen,  with  Mr.  W .  Rea  asjconductor.  The  Mayor  of 
Newcaatle  was  chairman  of  the  committee. 

16. — ^A  meetinff  was  held  in  the  Wood  Memorial  Hall,  Newcastle,  to-day» 
in  connection  wiui  the  dose  of  the  twelfth  session  of  the  College  of  Science. 
Hie  Bev.  B.  J.  Pearse,  aubwarden  of  Durham  University  presided  and 
distributed  the  priaes  to  the  successful  students.  The  Mayor  of  New« 
castle  and  several  members  of  the  Town  Council  were  present.  The 
report  of  the  Council  contained  the  following : — '*  The  Council  have  to 
r^ort  tiiat  during  the  past  session  184  students  have  attended  the  colle|^e, 
of  whom  47  were  from  the  College  of  Medicine,  and  57  attended  the  evening 
lectures  on  geology  applied  to  mining  and  quarrying.  The  number  ol 
students  who  attended  for  their  first  year  was  53 ;  for  their  second  veaf,  23; 
for  their  third  year,  2 ;  and  for  their  fourth  year,  2  ;  the  remainder  being 
made  up  of  studenta  attending  evening  daases.  These  numbers  are  above 
the  averace.  The  council  have  sreut  pleasure  in  statins  that  an  arrange 
ment  has  been  made  with  the  College  of  Medicine,  whereoy  the  two  coUegea 
have  Agrood  to  act  in  concert  in  the  acquisition  of  a  site  and  the  erection  of 
a  bniUung  suitable  to  the  reauirements  of  both.  The  necessity  of  obtaining 
new  and  extended  accommodation,  which  at  times  has  been  greats  has  been 
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Taiy  mnch  intennfied  by  the  improTemento  which  the  North  ISMtem 
Railway  Company  oontemplate  making;  uid  a  joiDt  oommittee  of  th# 
two  colleges  have  decided  that  no  better  site  oould  be  foand  than  tbat  whioh 
■ome  short  time  ago  had  been  so  geoeroosly  offered  by  the  City  Coaodl  to 
the  Coancil  of  Phyaicai  Science.  It  was  unanimously  decided  that  a  depata« 
tioo  should  wait  upon  the  City  Counoil,  and  inform  that  body  of  Hie  aoudn- 
mation  of  the  two  colleges  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  buiminj^  and  of  uie 
unanimous  opinion  as  to  the  suitability  of  the  Bull  Park  site.  The  deputa- 
tion met  the  City  Council,  and  was  most  graciously  received,  and  their 
memohal  was  referred  to  a  committee,  and  it  was  hoped  they  would  make 
arrangements  for  carrying  out  their  original  offer,  now  that  they  were 
assured  that  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  two  ooUeges  is  that  no  more 
suitable  site  than  this  oould  be  obtained.'' 

15.— Mr.  James  Birkett,  forge  master,  was  to-day  nominated  for  the 
yacanoy  in  the  representation  of  Jesmond  Ward  in  Newcastle  Council* 
caused  by  the  resiffoation  of  Mr.  Balph  Cook ;  and  there  being  no  other 
person  nominated,  he  was  at  once  elected. 

17. — At  a  great  many  of  the  churches  and  chapels  in  Newcastle  to-day, 
reference  was  made  to  a  catastrophe  which  had  occurred  at  Snoderiand  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  previous  day.  An  entertainment  was  given  to  children 
in  the  Victoria  Hall,  Sunderlano,  and  after  the  pwformance  the  children 
came  down  from  the  gallery,  and  owing  to  a  door  beiDg  bolted,  so  as  to  aUow 
only  one  person  to  pass  at  a  time,  a  block  took  place,  and  182  children  were 


23. — An  election  took  place  to-day  to  fill  the  Tacancy  in  the  representation 
of  Elswick  Ward  in  Newcastle  Council,  caused  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Henry 
Clapham,  Sheriff.  The  candidates  were  Mr.  J.  C.  Laird,  who  was  brought 
forward  in  the  labour  interest,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Telford.  The  result  of  the 
polling  was  as  follows  :— Laird,  1,118 ;  Telford,  602. 

25. — Anew  drill  hall  for  the  3rd  Volunteer  Battalion  Northumberland 
Fusiliers  (formerly  known  as  the  Ist  Newcastle  Rifle  Volunteers),  erected 
on  a  site  adjoining  Dame  Allan's  Schools,  Bath  Boad,  Newcastle,  waa 
opened  to-day.  The  Earl  of  Durham,  colonel  of  the  battalion,  entertained 
the  members  of  the  battalion,  to  the  number  of  about  700,  to  a  banquet  in 
the  hall.  The  hall,  which  is  200  ft.  lonff  by  85  ft  wide,  is  called  St. 
George's  Hall,  the  crest  of  the  Northumberland  Fusiliers  being  St.  Geoi^ 
and  we  Dragon. 

—  Mr.  William  Dickinson  was  to-day  elected  a  member  of  the  ^^yne 
Improvement  Commission,  as  a  representative  of  the  dues  payers,  in  the 
place  of  the  late  Mr.  Henry  Clapham. 

27.— The  Northumberland  Plate,  run  for  at  the  races  at  Goeforth  Park 
to-day,  was  won  easily  by  Mr.  B.  Peck's  Barcaldine,  The  net  value  of  the 
stake  was  £955.    83,475  people  paid  for  admission  into  the  Park  to-day. 

—  The  second  annual  festival  and  sports  under  the  auspices  of  the  North 
of  England  Temperance  Festival  Association  oommenoed  to-day  on  New* 
caatle  Moor.  The  weather  waa  dnll,  and  some  rain  feU.  There  wae  an 
fypmAMA  attendanoe  of  people. 

28. — ^The  temperance  festival  and  sports  were  continued  to-day  «poD 
Newcastle  Moor.  The  weather  was  one,  and  the  attendanoe  of  visiton 
very  large. 

JULY. 

6.— Newcastie  Quarter  Sessions  were  held  to-day.  Bight  prisonen  were 
tried. 

9.~The  Newcastle  and  Northumberland  Assises  commenced  to-dav.  The 
oountv  calendar  contained  the  names  of  three  prisoners,  and  uie  mij 
ealendar  eight  i 
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12. — ^A  minioii  ohmoh,  in  oonneotioii  with  Jeimond  Charoh,  erected  in 
Jesmond  Vale  at  a  cost  of  £700,  was  opened  to-day  by  the  Bishop  of 
KewoaetlB. 

—  At  a  meeting  of  the  Tsme  ImpTovement  Commissioneni  to-day  the 
loIlowiDg  reaolotion  was  passed : — "  That  the  necessary  notices  required 
by  the  Harbours  and  Passing  Tolls,  ftc..  Act,  1861,  of  the  intended  transfer 
from  the  Trinity  House  of  Newcaatle-on-Tyne  to  the  Tyne  Improvement 
CommisBioners  having  been  given  by  advertisement  in  some  of  the  local 
newspapers,  and  there  being  no  objection  to  the  terms  of  snch  transfer,  it  is 
veaolvea  that  formal  application  for  the  consent  of  Her  Majesty  in  Goonoil  to 
the  intended  transfer  be  made  under  the  joint  hands  of  the  secretaries  of  the 
Trinity  House  and  of  the  Commissbners,  and  under  the  common  seals  of  the 
two  anthozities." 

19. — Mr.  John  Elliott  died  suddenly  to-day  at  his  residenoe,  Monkseaton 
Hoose,  aged  64  yean.  Mr.  Elliott  commenced  business  life  on  Newcastle 
Qnayside  at  the  age  of  fourteen  yean,  he  being  at  that  time  in  the  office  <A 
Messrs.  Stannifoid  and  Lowrey,  shipbrokers.  Subsequently  he  became  a 
partner  in  that  firm,  and  on  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Stanniford  he  assumed 
the  position  of  head  of  the  firm  Elliott,  Lowrey,  and  Danford,  extensive 
steamship  ownen  and  coal  fitten.  The  decesMd  gentleman  resided  for 
many  yean  in  Newcastle,  and  was  churchwarden  at  All  Saint's  Church, 
Pilgrim  Street.  It  was  mainly  through  his  exertions  and  unswerving  per- 
severance tiiat  the  missing  plate  at  All  Sainfs  Church  was  recently 
reoovered  and  the  alterations  made  in  the  church. 

2S. — ^A  meeting  was  to-day  held  in  the  Council  Chamber,  Town  Hall, 
Newcastle,  at  which  a  pastoral  staff  was  presented  to  the  Bev.  Dr.  Wilber- 
fbflce.  Bishop  of  Newcastle.  The  staff,  which  was  designed  by  Mr.  R.  J. 
Johnson,  of  Newcastle,  and  made  by  Messrs.  Barkentin  and  Krall,  London, 
is  of  oarved  ivory,  with  adornments  of  silver  gilt.  The  total  length  is  six 
feet  three  inches.  It  is  made  in  four  pieces,  which  are  joined  by  sockets  of 
silver  gilt  repousse  work  with  screws,  so  that  the  staff  may  be  readily  taken 
to  pieces  ana  packed  in  an  oak  box  provided  for  it.  The  upper  and  most 
important  portion  consbts  of  the  crook,  with  the  knop  beneath  it.  The 
diameter  of  the  crook  is  4|  inches,  and  within  it  is  a  sculpture  of  the 
Annunciation  in  ivorv,  which  is  used  as  indicating  the  doctrine  of  the 
Ineamatioo.  The  underside  of  the  crook  is  supported  by  an  angel  in  ivory 
with  outstretched  hands,  and  the  outer  edge  is  decorated.by  small  silver 
gilt  crockets,  fielow  the  crook  comes  the  l^op,  which  is  all  of  silver  ^t 
tabernacle  work.  It  is  hexagonal  in  form,  and  has  six  niches,  containinff 
the  fdlowing  figures  :~1.  St.  Cuthbert.  2.  An  angel  bearing  a  shield  with 
the  anna  of  the  See  and  Bishop.  3.  St.  Aidan.  4.  An  anffel  with  a  blank 
shield.  5.  St  Nicholas.  6.  An  angel  with  a  blank  shield.  Beneath  is  a 
band  of  delicate  tracery,  and  the  composition  is  enriched  by  crocketted 
ptnnaeles  and  canopies,  and  supported  on  a  carved  and  ogee-formed  bracket^ 
springinff  from  an  embossed  nng  that  surmounts  the  upmost  socket  of  the 
shaft.  Around  this  socket'  the  following  inscription  is  engraved  on  a  spiral 
ribbon  : — '*  In  honorem  Dei  et  eccleisiffi  decus,  btcuiam  longi  Episooporam 
ordinis,  Futurum  ut  sperant  gestamen  Lceti  primo  Prcesule  Novocastrenses 
dedicant  MDCCCLXXXIII."  The  total  length  of  this  portion  of  the  staff  is 
about  19^  inches.  The  staff  itself  is  carved  with  a  delicate  spiral  ornament^ 
and  its  lower  termination  is  a  silver  gilt  repousse  socket  finished  by  a  spike- 
like end.  Alxmt  £260  was  subscribed,  and  the  cost  of  the  staff  is  dose  upon 
that  amount.  The  presentation  was  made  on  behalf  of  the  clergy  by  the 
Hon.  and  Bev.  F.  B.  Grey,  Bector  of  Morpeth,  and  on  behalf  of  the  laity 
by  Colonel  Osbaldeston  Mitford,  of  Mitford. 

—  A  monthly  meetine  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  was  held  to-nisht  in 
the  Gaatle,  Newcastle,  we  ftev.  Dr.  Bruce  in  the  chair.  Mr.  B.  J.  Johnson 
reported  that  he  had  made  some  modifications  in  the  plans  for  the  r^ration 
of  the  Blaok  Gate,  and  the  tender  for  the  works  amounted  to  £1,440.    He 

infocmed  by  the  Town  Clerk  that  all  the  tenants  would  be  out  of 
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the  boilding  on  August  Ist^  and  after  that  tune  the  aociety  wcmld  have 
possession. — Mr.  Toos.  Hodgkin  said  the  sociaI^  had  in  cash  and  promiaaa 
£1,320,  and  they  wonld,  therefore,  be  justified  in  proceeding  with  the  Black 
Gate  works.  Money  woald  be  required  to  meet  the  ooet  of  famisbinff ; 
folly  £400  more  would  have  to  be  ooUected. — ^It  was  resolved  to  sign  tne 
lease  of  the  Black  Grate,  and  to  accept  the  tenders  for  repairing,  £0.9  the 
gate. 

AUGUST. 

1. — ^This  morning  the  Inland  Parcels  Post  Office  was  commenced  in  this 
county.  An  office,  situated  in  St.  John's  Street,  behind  St.  John's  Ohnroh, 
leading  from  Grainger  Street  West  to  Rosemary  Lane,  was  opened  at  seven 
o'clock  this  morning.  The  first  parcel  received  at  the  chid  office  was  a 
lady's  drees,  and  parcels  were  almost  continuonsly  received  up  to  ten  o'clock 
at  night,  at  which  hour  the  office  closes.  Parcels  were  also  received  at  many 
of  the  numerous  district  post  offices.  A  large  number  were  received  from 
various  towns  in  the  country,  and  at  a  quarter  past  five  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon the  first  delivery  took  place  in  the  city.  The  parcels  received  and 
despatched  seemed  to  contain  articles  of  the  most  miscellaneous  nature. 

7. — Dame  Allan's  new  schools,  Bath  Boad,  Newcastle,  were  formally 
opened  to-day  by  Mr.  W.  D.  Cruddas,  chairman  of  the  Governors. — Mr. 
Cruddas  said  that  they  were  met  to  formally  open  the  school,  which  might  be 
of  great  importance  to  this  city  in  time  to  come.  It  was  not,  however,  a 
new  itistitution  due  to  the  liberality  of  the  present  generation  that  they 
were  met  to  inaugurate,  but  it  was  an  old  foundation,  dating  some  180  jreus 
back,  and  that  day  it  was  merely  recommencing  its  career,  taking,  in  fact»  a 
new  departure.  One  of  the  first  things  they  ought  to  remember  on  that 
occasion  was  to  commemorate  with  honour  the  name  of  the  foundress.  Dame 
Allan,  through  whose  benefaction  much  the  greater  part  of  the  necessary 
funds  for  that  building  and  that  institution  hM.  been  derived.  In  its  recon- 
stituted condition,  the  school  necessarily  was  some  considerable  distance 
from  the  immediate  intentions  of  the  foundress,  but  he  trusted  that  there 
the  spirit  of  her  intentions  would  be  observed,  and  that  her  pious  wish  with 
regara  to  the  education  of  the  young  would  be  followed,  that  success  might 
attend  the  teachers  of  both  departments,  and  that  the  present  and  many 
generations  yet  to  come  might  largely  profit  by  the  far-seeing  benevolence 
of  Eleanor  Allan,  of  Wallsend.  As  chairman  for  the  present  year,  he  had 
great  pleasure  to  declare  the  schools  open. — ^The  Mayor  of  Newcastle 
congratulated  Mr.  Cruddas  and  the  other  governors  of  the  body  on  the 
success  that  had  so  far  attended  their  labours.  It  only  remained  for  the 
boys  and  oirls  who  commenced  work  that  day  to  determine  whether  the 
labours  which  had  been  bestowed  upon  the  school  should  be  to  them  a 
source  of  oontinaal  gratification  ana  pride  during  the  remainder  of  their 
lives,  or  whether  they  should  be  a  source  of  displeasure  and  disooDofort. 

8. — The  annual  conference  of  delegates  representing  the  various  mechanics 
institutes  iu  connection  with  the  Northern  Union  of  Mechanics  Institutes 
was  held  to-day  at  the  Elswick  Works  Institute,  Newcastle,  under  the 

S residency  of  Sir  W.  G.   Armstrong,   who  delivered  an  address.     The 
elegates  and  othergentlemen  were  entertained  by  the  president  to  dinner 
at  the  Banqueting  Ebll,  Jesmond  Dene. 

10. — ^The  annual  inspection  of  the  Northumberland  Hussars,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  the  Earl  of  Bavensworth,  took  place  to-day  upon 
Newcastle  Town  Moor.    There  were  present  298  men  of  all  ranks. 

15.— At  a  meetiuff  of  the  fiiver  Tyne  Port  Sanitary  Authority,  held 
to<day,  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  in  the  chair,  the  clerk  (Mr.  Amos)  said  that  the 
Smoke  Nuisance  Sub-Committee  had,  in  accordance  with  instructiona 
received  from  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority,  considered  the  best  means  to  be 
adopted  1^  which  the  excessive  black  smoke  from  steamers  navigating  the 
river  could  be  mitigated,  without  causing  any  serious  detriment  to  the  trade 
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and  oommttroe  of  the  port  At  an  iaterriew  betweoa  the  Harbour  and  Ferry 
Committee  of  the  Biver  l^e  CommiMicKieni  and  the  sab-oommittee^  the 
whole  aalnect  waa  dieooMed.  The  Tyne  Port  Sanitary  Anthority  had 
power,  under  the  Pablic  Health  Act,  1^5,  to  deal  with  the  nniBanoe ;  and 
It  was  deemed  advisable  that  any  action  to  be  taken  should  emanate  from 
the  Port  Sanitary  Authority,  inaamnch  as  the  expenses  of  the  Authority 
were  defrayed  by  a  rate,  baaed  on  the  rateable  value  of  the  riparian  owners 
cm  the  banks  of  the  river.— After  some  discussion,  it  was  resMved  to  refer 
the  matter  to  a  committee,  te  take  such  action  as  they  think  necessary.  It 
waa  alao  decided  that  the  committee  should  not  take  any  proceedings  against 
peraons  outside  the  district  without  specific  directions  trum  the  anthority. 

26.— The  Rev.  Robert  Daunt,  vicar  of  St.  Matthew's,  Newcastle,  died 
Boddenly  to-day  of  apoplexy.  Just  before  he  was  about  to  leave  St. 
Ifatthew's  Vicarage,  Winchester  Terrace,  to  attend  an  early  celebration  of 
the  Holy  Communion  at  the  Church,  he  was  seized  in  his  bed  room  with 
apoplexy,  and  died  six  hours  later.  The  Kev.  Robert  Daunt,  who  was  a 
native  of  the  south  of  Ireland,  was  44  years  of  age.  He  studied  at  Trinity 
CMlege,  Dublin,  where  be  took  the  degree  of  M.A.  in  1865.  In  1879,  he 
waa  appointed  by  the  Crown  to  be  the  first  incumbent  of  the  then  newly- 
conatitated  parish  of  St.  Matthew's,  in  this  city.  Under  any  circumstances, 
the  ineombent  of  a  newly-formed  parish  has  a  difficult  task  before  him,  but 
in  the  case  of  St.  Matthew's,  Mr.  Daunt  had  unusually  heavy  uphill  work 
to  perform.  St.  Matthew's  parish  was  not  a  newly  built  district,  but  was 
formed  out  of  old  and  populous  parishes,  and  did  not  contain  a  single  vacant 
nlot  of  ground  suitable  as  a  site  for  a  parii^  church.  Under  the  circumstances, 
Mr.  Damit,  and  those  who  were  working  with  him,  erected  an  iron  church 
on  a  portion  of  the  Priory  Grounds,  Sommerhlll  Qrove,  and  there  he  soon 
gathered  together  a  congregation,  whose  numbers  far  exceeded  the  aooom- 
modntion  provided  for  them.  Ultimately  arrangements  were  come  to  for 
the  pardiase  of  St.  Paul's  old  vicarage  house  in  Summerhill  Street,  and  the 
honae  was  pulled  down,  and  a  site  was  thus  secured,  at  very  great  cost,  for 
a  permanent  church  for  the  parish.  The  congregation  contributed  generously, 
wood  a  portion  of  the  permanent  church  was  erected,  and  was  consecrated  m 
June,  1880 ;  and  since  then  services  have  been  held  there.  Mr.  Daunt  was 
one  of  the  few  vicars  in  Newcastle  and  district  who,  despite  all  discourage- 
ments, read  pravers  morning  and  evening  in  the  church.  On  the  29th,  the 
body  was  buried  in  St.  John's,  Westgate  and  Elswick  Cemetery. 

SEPTEMBER. 

4L — ^To-day,  Welbum  House,  Jesmond,  the  residence  of  Mr.  W.  H. 
Holmes,  was  lighted  by  means  of  Swan's  incandesoent  electric  light.  This 
ia  the  first  private  house  in  Newcastle  lighted  by  means  of  the  electric  light. 

19.— At  a  meeting  of  Newcastle  School  Board  to-day.  Councillor  J.  C. 
Laird  was  unanimouslv  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  in  the  plaoe  of  Mr. 
Robt.  Bowell,  resigned. 

21. — ^The  prises  obtained  in  oonneotion  with  the  School  of  Science  and 
Art,  Corporation  Street,  Newcaatle,  were  Uhdaij  preeented  by  Mr.  John 
Morley,  M.P.,  to  the  suooessful  competitors.  Dr.  R.  S.  Watson,  presided. 
TbB  report  stated  that  the  recently  issued  Science  and  Art  Blue  Book 
diowed  that,  as  tested  by  srants  earned,  the  school  stood  second  in  the 
kingdom,  and  for  variety  of  subjects  taught,  first.  The  excellent  results 
that  had  been  attained  all  round  in  literature,  as  well  as  in  science  and  art, 
were  worUiy  of  spedal  mention.  In  the  day  school  the  record  of  the  year 
showed  432  passes.  The  report  proceeded  to  state  the  number  of  scholars 
who  had  beoi  examined,  and  had  passed  and  taken  honours  in  connection 
with  the  Cambridge  local  examination,  St.  Andrews,  London,  and  Aberdeen 
Univeraitiee.  Rderenoe  was  also  made  to  the  work  done  in  connection 
with  the  day  and  night  sohoob  of  science  and  art,  technical,  and  civil 
ssrvloe  dasaes.    The  twenty  scholarships,  open  to  all  the  public  elementary 
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aofaooU  in  the  North  of  BB^^and,  had  bMQ  oooneted  lor,  bat  theoomiBittoa 
would  like  to  tee  a  much  larger  number  of  ohil<&en  from  Boaxd  aod  ouiuUry 
•ohoola  entering  for  the  competition. 

22. — ^Thia  afternoon  a  demonstration  in  fmvoux  of  the  antrimilatJon  ai  the 
ooonty  and  the  borough  franohiae  waa  held  upon  Newcastle  Town  Moor. 
Nearly  all  the  trade  societieB  on  the  banks  of  the  Tyne  and  Wear,  and  the 
liberal  aawciations  of  Newcastle,  North  Northumberland,  South  Northum- 
berland, Gateshead,  Darlington,  Durham,  Sunderland,  Tynemouth,  and 
Blyth  supported  and  took  part  in  the  demonstrati<m.  The  weather  waa 
yery  fine,  and  in  every  way  suitable  for  an  outnioor  oatherinff .  The  work- 
men, miners,  and  other  assembled  in  Scotswood  Eoad,  Rye  mil,  Westmor- 
land Road,  Sycamore,  Whamcliffe,  Maple,  Cambridge,  George,  BlenheiBi, 
and  Blandford  Streets,  and  forming  inorocession  four  deep  marched  by  way 
of  Scotswood  Road,  Neville,  Moeley,  drey,  Market,  Pilgrmi,  and  Northnm 
berland  Streets  to  the  Moor.  The  procession  was  headed  by  the  Gtoneral 
Committee  of  the  Demonstration,  and  the  chairmen  and  speakers.  There 
were  between  for^  and  fifty  bands  of  music  ;  and  nearly  every  body  of  men 
oarried  trade  emblems  and  large  flags,  many  of  the  large  silk  banners 
belonging  to  the  miners  being  very  much  admired.  The  platforms,  six  in 
number,  were  ranged  in  a  long  Ime  upon  the  Moor,  opj^osite  Claremont 
Place,  North  Terrace,  and  Chimney  Mills.  The  procession  started  from 
Scotswood  Road  at  ^tb  minutes  past  three  o'clock,  and  the  leaders  reached 
tiie  Moor  at  four  o'clock,  and  it  was  not  until  nearly  five  o'clock  that  the 
entire  body  of  men  were  drawn  up  around  the  platforms.  It  was  impossible 
to  form  a  correct  estimate  of  the  number  of  people  assembled  upon  the 
Moor,  but  most  assuredly  the  number  was  very  great.  A  little  baore  five 
o'clock  speaking  commenced  at  the  platforms,  at  ^Mh  of  which  the  following 
resolution  was  proposed  : — **  That  this  meeting,  believing  that  the 
assimilation  of  the  borough  and  county  franchise  is  impei^tively  called  for 
in  the  interests  of  those  who  are  now  unjustly  deprived  of  their  political 
rights,  and  would,  if  granted,  contribute  powerrally  to  the  progress  and 
prosperity  of  the  coun^  as  a  whole,  urges  upon  Mr.  Gladstone's  Govern- 
ment the  necessity  of  accomplishing  this  much-needed  measure  of  jnstioe 
and  reform  in  the  ensuing  session  of  Parliament."  The  chairmen  were  Dr. 
R.  Spence  Watson,  presment  of  the  Newcastle  Liberal  Association ;  Mr. 
John  Forman,  presiaent  of  Durham  Miners'  Association ;  Mr.  R.  Knight, 
secretary  of  Boiler  Makers'  Society;  Mr.  Georse  Luckley,  chairman  of 
Newcastle  School  Board ;  Mr.  J.  Nixon,  presiaent  of  Northumberland 
Miners'  Association ;  and  Councillor  J.  C.  Laird.  The  following  members 
of  Parliament  delivered  addresses: — Mr.  John  Morley,  Mr.  Broadhurst, 
Mr.  C.  Bradlaugh,  Mr.  J.  C.  Stevenson,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  James. 

26.— An  election  of  a  councillor  for  All  Samts'  West  Ward  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  retirement  of  Mr.  U.  A.  Ritson,  took  place  to-day. 
The  candidates  were  B.  J.  Sutherland,  provision  merchant,  and  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, wine  and  spirit  merchant.  Mr.  CSunpbell  was  elected,  receiving  do4 
votes  to  Mr.  Sutherland's  123. 

—  The  first  Church  Conference  in  connection  with  the  Diocese  of  New- 
castle was  opened  to-day  in  the  Central  Hall,  Newcastle,  under  the 
presidency  of  the  Bishop  of  Newcastle,  who,  in  the  course  of  his  inaugural 
address,  said: — "We  meet  in  conference  this  year  under  circumstsnoss 
that  can  never  be  quite  the  same  aoain.  For  to-day  we  meet  for  the  first 
time  formally  as  a  diocese,  re-established  rather  than  new,  and  now 
separated  from  that  Durham  within  whose  boundaries,  mav  I  not  say  in 
whose  bosom,  we  have  been  so  long  included.  A  re-established  diocese, 
with  memories  of  greatness  in  the  past,  challenging  our  beat  energies  in  the 
present,  with  long  and  ennobling  traditions  upholding  our  hands,  ss  we 
remember  the  hands,  almost  linked  in  our  own,  that  were  so  markedly 
upheld  by  God  ;  a  diocese  lacking,  indeed,  as  yet,  in  some  of  the  oomplete- 
neas.  in  much  of  the  wealth,  and  in  many  of  the  endowments  that  diatnipiiih 
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mi  enrioh  atmm  of  our  UBtora ;  and  jret  a  diooeae  which,  f ram  the  vtty 
flhuBcter  of  theoonniry  itnlf,  from  the  warm  hearts  and  atnmg  heada,  and 
molate,  energetic  lives  that  ao  pre-emiaently  charaeteriae  Northtmibria, 
posaeaaea  afaready  the  promise ;  and  while  it  ia  true  to  ita  God,  I  cannot 
ooobt  (Sod  ahall  have  granted  to  it  the  potency  of  hereafter  writing  apon 
thepagea of  hifltox^  the  recokl  of  no  mean  attempt  to  carry  home  the 
SavuHir'a  name  to  human  hearta ;  to  lift  into  the  joy  and  peace  of  helicTing 
the  weaiy,  the  nnoertain,  the  croahed,  the  ainfnl ;  and  to  eatahUah  deeply 
in  the  afectiona  of  Hia  people  that  Church  which  Christ  gave  hia  hlood  to 
foond.  Certain  thinga  there  are  that  yet  remain  to  he  done  before  the 
as|WHittian  of  thia  di^eae  from  that  of  Durham  can  be  aaid  to  be  finally 
oomplete.  The  firat  of  these  is  the  paaaing  of  the  "Newcastle  Chapter 
Aet,^'  which  I  hope  may  paaa  into  law  next  year.  Thia  Act  jprovidea  for 
the  tranafer  of  the  emomment  of  a  Canonry  in  Durham  to  the  GEk^edral  of 
Newcastle;  for  the  eatabliahment  of  a  Dean  and  Reaidentiary  Canona  of 
Newcastle,  whenever  funda  sofBcient  for  the  purpose  ahall  have  been  pro- 
vided by  private  generosity ;  for  the  framing  of  statutes  for  such  a  CSiapter 
Baaidcntiary ;  for  the  eatabUahment  of  canona  at  Newcastle  before  the 
loimdation  of  a  Dean  and  Chapter.  Aj|;ain,  when  aufficient  funda  are  pro- 
vided, for  the  transfer  of  certain  benches  in  the  Dioceae  of  Newcastle  to 
the  patronage  of  the  Bishop ;  for  the  reacue  of  the  Archdeacon  of  Northum- 
bariand  from  his  present  anomaloua  condition  amidat  the  smoke  of  Durham 
to  the  dear  air  of  Northumbria,  and  for  other  nunor  matters.  The  second 
ef  these  ia  tiie  repayment  to  the  Dioceae  of  Durham  of  that  sum  of  £1,000 
now  annually  paid  by  the  Bishopric  of  Durham  to  that  of  Newcaatle.  For 
in  Vic.  41  and  42,  aec.  8,  it  ia  provided  that  the  endowment  fimd  of  a  new 
Ushopiic  under  the  Act  ahall  be  held  by  the  Ecclesiastical  Conunissionera 
upon  truat,  first  to  provide  the  full  income  to  the  Bishop  of  the  new  dioceae, 
and  then  "upon  trust  to  make  good  to  the  contributory  bishopric  the 
portion  of  the  endowment  or  income  of  that  bishopric,  directed  by  this  Act 
to  be  transferred  to  the  new  bishopric.*'  This,  however,  it  is  hardly 
aaoeaaaiy  to  point  out,  cannot  be  done  until  the  full  income  for  the  Bishoprio 
of  Newcastle  had  been  provided  from  other  aourcea ;  and  then  only  ^en 
private  gifta  sliaU  have  ndaed  auch  a  capital  aum  for  thia  partioular  purpoae, 
as  will,  when  invested,  bring  in  an  annual  aum  of  £1,000.  And  our  neish* 
boors  aeroes  the  T^e  will  hardly  expect,  even  wish  us,  to  turn  our  attention 
to  this  matter  until  we  have  beoi  able  to  do  something  to  satisfy  the  crying 
naadi,  and  to  remedy  the  almost  starvation  in  matters  apiritual  that  exist 
rt  ^reaent  in  far  too  many  parte  of  our  own  more  slenderly  endowed  diooeae ; 
ontQ  the  alterationa  neceeaary  to  erect  St.  Nicholas'  into  a  cathedral  are 
complete,  and  our  Dean  and  Residentianr  Chapter  are  established  and 
endowed.  The  completion  of  the  cathedral  interior  is  a  matter  of  great 
inmortanoe,  and  one  that  concerns  the  whole  diocese,  if  St.  Nicholas'  ia  now 
to  be  made  worthy  of  becoming  the  mother  church  of  the  dioceae,  and  is  to 
take  ita  proper  place  among  the  cathedrals  of  the  land.  The  very  large 
Sana  raised  maimy  in  the  neighbourhood  and  apent  under  the  direction  of 
Sir  QUbert  Scott  on  the  fabric  of  St.  Nicholas'  during  the  last  ten  or 
fourteen  yeara,  conatitute  alone  a  claim  on  the  diocese  at  large  for  heh»  for 
the  work  that  atQl  remains  to  be  done ;  while  the  noble  ffif t  of  Mr.  l^roy 
Weatmaoott  of  £4,000  for  a  reredoa,  worthy  of  the  cathedral ;  that  of  £000 
by  Sir  William  Armatrong  towards  the  new  omn  case ;  and  the  offer  of 
stained  glass  for  the  west  window  by  Mr.  Jotm  Hall,  show  the  interest 
taken  in  that  old  church,  now  the  cathedral  of  the  diooeae,  and  eatabUahea 
the  &et  that  the  acale  of  generoaity  amongat  churchmen  has  not  beoi 
kmerad  sinoe  Hie  time  when,  in  older  dava,  men  gave  back  to  God  of  Hia 
gifta ;  and  willingly  offering  to  Him  of  their  beet,  covered  the  land  with 
the  atately  cathednJa  and  noble  ohurchea  which  we,  their  children,  now 
inherit.  One  other  matter  of  the  deepeat  interest  to  this  dioceae  in 
particular,  though  in  reality  affecting  the  Church  at  large,  ought  to  be 
orooflht  before  you  to-day.  In  Januaxy  last  I  appointed  a  atgroi^  com- 
nissian  of  eleigy  and  lioty  to  examine  into  the  apiritual  neoeasitiea  of 
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eertein  parishes,  37  in  number,  on  the  nortii  bank  of  the  river  Tjnmt 
centering  in  and  around  Newcastle  and  Tvnemonth,  and  reaching  man 
Newborn  on  the  one  side  to  Earsdon  and  Horton  on  the  other.  The 
Commissioners  report  to  me  that  in  estimating  the  spiritual  wants  of  the 
districts  under  their  view,  they  have  not  lost  su;ht  of  the  provision  made 
by  other  religious  bodies  ;  but  that  they  hare  thought  it  nsht  to  take  the 
entire  population  as  the  basis  of  their  calculations.  By  wis  method  of 
computation,  they  find  that  these  37  parished  embrace  an  area  of  50,371 
acres,  with  a  population  of  280,000.  That  amonflst  these  only  74  dergymsn 
of  the  Church  oi  England  are  working,  assisted  by  16  paid  or  licensed  lay 
helpers,  and  that  there  are  in  the  district  44  churches  and  38  mission  rooms^ 
affording  together  accommodation  for  onljr  31,774  persons.  Or,  to  take 
these  figures  another  way,  there  is  in  this  district  only  one  clergyman  of  the 
Church  of  England  to  every  3,864  persons,,  while  the  accommodation 
provided  in  the  churches  amounts  only  to  about  9  per  cent,  of  the  population  ; 
though  if  you  include  mission  chapels  and  rooms,  this  provision  is  greater ; 
so  that  if  you  wke  the  figures  in  the  gross,  each  clergyman  has  allotted  to 
him  at  least  double  the  number  for  whom  he  ought  to  be  made  responsible, 
while  the  particular  statistics  as  to  the  accommodation  provided  in  this 
district  by  both  churches  and  mission  chapels  of  the  Church  of  Wnyland, 
taken  toaether,  range  from  the  hiffhest  provision  of  48  per  cent.,  m  the 
parish  <  f  St.  Nicholas,  down  to  the  lowest  present  provision,  thit  of  3  per 
cent,  for  St.  Michael's,  Byker.  Tet  these  statistics,  startling  as  they  may 
be,  do  not  adequately  represent  the  spiritual  destitution,  or  the  real  want 
of  churoh  accommodation  in  some  parts  of  this  district.  Bat  the  able  report 
of  the  Commissioners  does  not  only  point  oat  the  needs  of  this  district,  it 
suggests  the  remedv  as  well.  Recognising  the  fact  that  it  is  comparatively 
useless  merely  to  plant  churches  in  the  centre  of  thcee  neglected  populations 
where  baptised  heathendom  is  the  prevailing  feature,  and  utter  oaralessuess 
as  to  every  ordinance  of  religion  is  the  distinguishing  characteristic ;  seeing 
that  in  so  many  places  a  living  agency  must  necessarily  precede  the 
completed  parochial  machinery ;  and  that  the  people  must  be  diligentlv 
sought  and  found,  and  inflnenoed  in  their  own  homes  before  they  will 
attend  any  place  of  public  worship ;  therefore,  the  Commissioners  speak 
first  of  the  need  of  a  lurge  inorease  in  the  number  of  dei^  labouring  in 
the  great  centre  of  this  population.  But  inasmuch  as  it  is  both  most 
desirable  that  the  projected  work  riiould  have  a  permanent  and  not  merely 
an  ephemeral  character,  and,  in  their  own  words,  "in  view  of  the  regula- 
tions of  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners,  from  whom  much  help  may  be 
expected,"  my  Commissioners  report  that  they  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  this  increase  of  clergy  mav  best  be  obtained  by  the  formation  of  18 
new  parishea  as  soon  as  possible,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £66,000,  this  being 
the  sum  required  for  purchasing  sites  and  erecting  churches,  which  latter 
they  recommt^nd  should  be  free  and  open.  Some  of  the  places  named  in 
appendix  v.  of  the  report  are  no  doubt  ready  now  for  the  formation  of  new 
parishes ;  and  it  is  to  be  observed  that  each  new  parish,  comprising  4,000 
people,  should  at  once  bring  two  more  clergymen  to  the  work  aa  vicar  and 
curate.  In  other  places  the  work  must  probably  be  begun  by  a  mtssionarv 
curate,  with  a  temporary  building  aa  his  centre  of  operations,  the  pariah 
growing  gradually  as  the  work  is  prospered,  until  the  time  oomes  for  the 
erection  of  the  missionary  district  into  a  separate  parish.  But  the  Com- 
missioners divide  the  work,  which  it  seems  to  them  should  be  done  under 
these  degrees  of  uigency.  I  have  spoken  of  the  first.  The  seoond  seems  to 
me  of  equal  importance  with  the  first,  and  this  is  the  immediate  provision 
of  14  additional  mission  rooms,  at  a  cost  of  £8,400 ;  and  that  17  additional 
clersy  be  at  onoe  employed  in  certain  of  the  most  populous  parishes, 
inv<nving  an  annual  outiay  of  £2,000,  or  thereabouts,  over  and  above  what 
may  be  received  from  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  and  the  several 
Churoh  societies,  in  the  shape  of  ^nts.  The  third  class  com|mses  certain 
pariahes,  in  which  the  Commissioners  say  "increased  provision  will  be 
needed,",  and  this  at  a  cost  of  £28^700.    And  here  I  cannot  do  better  than 
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qiioto  the  wise  and  eamert  words  that  doie  their  leporfc  :^'  With  isgMd 
to  the  funds  required  to  carry  out  the  reoommendations  of  this  report,  we 
have  saggested  the  formation  of  new  parishes  only  in  those  oases  where 
tbey  will  meet  the  conditions  imposed  by  the  Eoclesiastioal  Commissioners ; 
and  we  therefore  anticipate  that  under  their  rules  the  permanent  endow- 
ment of  these  parishes  will  be  obtained  from  them.  In  the  work  of  building 
ohnrches  and  providing  the  requisite  mission  rooms,  your  Lord^p  must 
lelT  chiefly  u^n  the  liberality  of  those  who  desire  the  moral  and  ruigious 
welfare  of  their  fellow-oountrymen ;  and,  considering  the  peculiar  daims  of 
this  districty  we  do  not  doubt  that  an  appeal  from  you  for  help  wHl  meet 
with  a  liberal  response,  not  only  within  the  limits  of  vour  diocese,  but 
tiiroiighout  the  Church  at  large.  The  accomplishment  of  a  work  so  exten- 
mve  and  thorough  as  the  one  we  venture  to  recommend  must  necessarily 
ooeupy  some  years,  and  demand  strenuous  exertions ;  but  a  signal  blessing 
haTing  rested  upon  the  efforts  to  found  the  See,  of  which,  under  God's  own 
pfnmdence^  you  are  the  first  bishop,  we  earnestly  hope  that  Almighty  (Sod 
will  crown  your  efforts  with  success  in  thus  endeavouring  to  grapple  with 
the  spiritual  necessities  of  the  most  populous  part  of  your  diocese.'  This 
is,  indeed,  a  Herculeao  task  that  lies  before  us.  Many  of  us  will  have 
dropped  down  in  the  hurry  of  the  race,  or,  bowing  beneath  the  weight  of 
accnmnlated  labours,  have  been  called  away  to  rest,  long  before  this  task  is 
finally  aooomplished ;  and  yet  we  may  at  least  do  something  towards 
supplying  stones  for  tiie  spiritual  building.  Is  there  no  one  who  wUl  come 
fonjrard  and  create  a  parish,  build  a  church,  erect  a  mission  room,  or  sup 
the  means  for  employing  another  labourer  in  fields  already  white  ^  — 
the  harvest" 

26. — ^The  Diocesan  Conference  was  continued  and  oondnded  to-day. 

OCTOBER. 

1. — ^The  winter  Session  of  the  University  of  Darham  College  of  Medioixie, 
Kewoastle,  was  inaugurated  to-day  by  a  meeting  in  the  Wood  Memorial 
Hall,  the  President,  Dr.  Heath,  in  the  chair.  The  inaugural  address  was 
delivered  by  Aid.  Cowen,  M.P.,  who  distributed  the  medals  and  oertificates 
to  the  successful  students. 

4L — ^The  annual  meetinc  in  connection  with  the  Newcastle  Hospital  Sunday 
Fund,  was  held  to-day,  the  Mayor  in  the  chair. — Councillor  R.  H.  Holmes, 
honorary  secretary,  read  the  thirteenth  annual  report  of  the  committee. 
The  collections  for  1881  were :— Churches  and  chapels,  £1,911  3s.  7d.  ; 
factories  and  workshops,  £1,466  5a.  3d. ;  total,  £3,377  8s.  lOd.  In  1882 
they  were :  —Churches  and  chapels,  £2,091 3s.  4d. ;  factories  and  workshops, 
£1,740  13s.  2d. ;  total,  £3,831 168.  6d.,  or  an  increase  in  1882  over  1881  of 
£454  7s.  8d.  llie  number  of  admission  letters,  ftc,  to  the  various  charities 
zeoetved  and  distributed  by  the  committee  this  year  was  4,533,  being  an 
inerease  of  682  over  last  year.  The  total  amount  collected  by  the  fund  since 
its  establishment  in  1870  was  £40,233  Os.  Id. ;  and  the  total  number  of 
letters,  Ac,  received  was  37,890.  Mr.  Thomas  Hodgkin  presented  the 
financial  statement.  The  income  for  1882,  including  £395  14s.  3d.  from 
1880  and  £20  interest,  was  £4^247  138.  lOd.  The  expenses  amounted  to 
iCM  17s.  6d. ;  free  gifts  to  charities,  £1,700 ;  admissions  and  letters  pur- 
biased,  £1,760  17b.  Sd ;  balance  in  treasurer's  hands,  £470  lOs.  2d. 

5. — Mr.  Samuel  Rowell  died  to-day,  at  his  residence,  Lovaine  Place, 
Newcaatle,  aged  74  years.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  freemen  in  the  city, 
and  in  October,  1868,  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  Stewards  of  ue 
Incorporated  Companies,  a  post  ne  occupied  until  his  resignation  in  October, 
1882.  Mr.  RoweU  was  one  of  the  representatives  of  St.  Andrew's  Kortii 
Ward  from  November  1, 1872,  to  November  1,  1882. 

8»— The  inangoration  of  the  thirteenth  sesrion  of  the  Durham  College  of 
Soieiice  at  Newoastie  took  pboe  to-day  in  the  Wood  Memorial  HidL  Dean 
Uke  pissided.    The  amiTuu  report  showed  that  the  ezpenditore  lor  the  year 
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ending  81ft  Angnit,  1888,  wm  £3,883  88.  6d.,  and  fhe  inoome  £S,4S2  14i* 
lid.,  showing  *  defidenoy  of  £460  lis.  6d. 

8.~The  Michaelmas  GnUd  of  the  Newcastle  Freemen  was  held  to-day,  at 
the  Gaildhall,  Sandhill,  Newcastle.  The  Mayor  presided.  The  Chairman 
of  the  Stewards'  Committee  (Coancillor  WiUon)  said  he  was  very  glad  th&t» 
through  Id  a  great  measure  the  Mayor's  interest,  the  long  pending  question 
of  the  bowling  on  the  Town  Moor  had  arrived  at  a  satisfactory  conclnaion. 
They  had  to  thank  the  Mayor  for  his  services,  which  were  the  more 
gratifying,  seeing  that  his  worship  was  a  freeman  himself.  He  trusted  the 
arranji^emeEit  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  public  generally,  beeause  evei^ 
one  who  saw  what  was  goin^  on  before  must  have  been  convinced  that  it 
was  a  great  nuisance  and  evil  which  ought  to  be  abated.  Some  observations 
had  been  made  that  morning  with  regard  to  the  application  of  the  Corpora- 
tion to  the  Stewards'  Comnuttee  for  25  acres  of  the  Nun's  Moor  adjoiniiiff 
the  Fenham  estate,  for  the  purpose  of  a  recreation  ground.  One  stewara 
decidedly  objected,  and  protested  against  the  land  being  so  let,  thinking  it 
ought  to  be  kept  open  for  the  use  and  advantage  of  the  cows. — ^The  Mayor 
said  he  was  very  glad  that  the  question  of  the  bowling  track  had  at  last 
been  settled,  and  so  far  as  he  had  been  able  to  further  the  settlement^  he 
had  done  so  with  the  greatest  pleasure.  He  hoped  the  new  track  would 
give  satisfaction  to  bowlers,  and  that  instead  of  being  a  detriment  to  those 
who  exercised  that  recreation,  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  them,  as  well  as 
a  safety  to  others  using  the  Moor.  With  regard  to  the  application  of 
the  Corporation  for  25  acres  of  the  Nun's  Moor,  he  hoped  they  would  be 
able  to  overcome  the  objections  of  the  one  steward  mentioned.  If  25  aorea 
were  allotted  as  a  recreation  ground,  the  use  of  the  rest  of  the  Moor  would 
be  diminished,  recreation  being  more  or  less  concentrated  in  the  ground  so 
allotted.  The  Corporation  expected  to  pay  a  fair  value  for  it,  and  the  free- 
men would  be  in  a  position  of  gaining  rent  for  it,  and  of  using  it  the  same  ai 
other  people.  It  was  a  matter  of  great  aatisfaction  to  him  UMt  they  were 
pleased  with  the  way  in  which  he  had  discharged  his  duties  as  Mayor.  He 
had  endeavoured  to  discharge  them  to  the  utmost  of  his  ability,  though 
domestic  circumstances  occasioned  some  difficalties  which  were  not  ezpeoted 
at  the  time  he  took  office.  He  was  sensible  of  the  very  kind  manner  in  which 
he  had  been  met  under  these  circumstances,  of  the  sympathy  shown  him, 
and  the  allowances  made  for  him.  He  thanked  Mr.  Wilson  for  the  hope 
expressed  of  seeing  him  again  in  the  chair,  but  that  would  probably  not 
happen  for  many  years  to  come.  He  did  not  think  the  office  of  Mayor  was 
one  that  should  be  monopolised.  He  was  sure  there  were  others  in  the 
Council  who  would  fill  it  more  satisfactorily  than  he  could  ;  but  if  ever  at 
some  fnture  time  the  circumstances  were  favourable,  and  he  were  called 
npon  to  take  the  office  again,  he  would  be  very  pleased  to  aerve  the  town 
again  in  that  capacity. 

10.— The  new  thoroughfare  from  Pilgrim  Street  to  the  east  end  of 
Newcastle  was  formally  opened  to-day  by  the  Mayor  (Mr.  T.  O.  Gibson) 
and  the  members  of  the  Corporation.  The  dvio  authorities  met  in  Pilgrim 
Street  at  two  o'clock,  and  walked  in  procession,  headed  by  the  mace  and 
sword-bearers,  over  the  new  streets,  after  which  Aid.  Wilson  (Chairman  of 
the  Town  Improvement  Committee)  said :  Mr.  Mayor,  it  is  now  my  dutjr  to 
ask  you  to  declare  this  new  street  opened  to  the  public  for  ever.  In  doinjg 
this,  I  must  be  allowed  to  express  my  gratification  that  the  opening  of  this 
new  street,  in  which  you  and  your  &nily  are  so  deeply  mtorested,  has 
taken  place  during  your  year  of  office.  It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  me  that 
it  has  so  taken  place,  beciBiuse  yon  have  at  all  times  assisted  the  committee 
in  any  great  improvement  in  which  your  family  was  interested.  The  street, 
I  have  no  doubt,  sir,  will  be  one  of  great  public  utilitv.  It  will  be  an 
immense  boon  to  the  traffic,  the  enormous  tramc,  coining  from  the  Quayside 
which  at  present  has  to  come  np  Dean  Streets  It  also  opens  out  the  estale 
of  tiie  Corporation  at  Walker,  and  brings  it^  I  may  sav,  into  the  heart  of 
the  Iowa.    I  have  very  tttUe  move  to  aa^ri  nv  beoMSM  Mr.  Ameohaadnwm 
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up  m  Uitoiy  ol  tlw  ^SnomtkKBicm  connected  witli  tbe  fcmnfttioa  of  iheee 
fltreeta,  whieh  wiU  give  yon  and  the  pablio  a  maoh  better  idea  than  I  oan 
shadow  forth  of  the  great  improyemeotB  and  all  the  facta  connected  with 
them : — "  The  importance  of  connectioff  the  eaetem  and  western  portions  of 
tlie  eity  into  one  main  artery,  paasiog  £rect  from  one  boaodary  of  the  city 
to  the  other,  has  engroeaed  tbe  otteutioQ  of  the  Corporation  for  a  Urge 
number  of  years.  In  the  Act  of  Parliament  which  the  Corporation  obtained 
in  1837 — ^tbe  year  after  the  Monicipal  Corporations  Beform  Act  was  passed 
— powers  enMling  the  Cooncil  to  make  the  following  new  streets  were 
obtained,  via.: — ^A  street  commencing  at  the  Pnbiic  Quay,  at  a  place  called 
the  Bom  Bank,  croasing  the  streets  called  respectively  Fandon  and  the 
Stockbridge,  and  terminating  at  the  Manor  Chare ;  a  street  extending  from 
the  floath  end  of  Trafalgar  Street  to  the  Stockbridge ;  a  street  extending 
from  the  east  end  of  Manor  Street  and  the  west  end  of  the  Manor  Chareu 
eroasing  the  street  called  Pandon  Bank,  and  terminating  at  the  New  Boaa 
near  to  the  east  side  of  the  Jubilee  Boad ;  and  a  street  extending  from  the 
■outh  side  of  the  New  Boad,  near  to  the  termination  of  Gibson  Street, 
eroasing  the  streets  called  Sandgate  and  the  Swirle,  and  terminating  at  the 
liver  lyne.  With  the  exception  of  the  carrying  out  of  a  slight  portion  of  the 
street  improvements  above  enumerated,  nothing  was  done  until  the  paMsing  of 
tiie  Town  Improvement  Act  of  1865,  when  fresh  powers  were  obtained  enabl- 
ing the  Corporation  to  construct  a  new  street  in  continuation  of  the  southern 
end  of  Trafalgar  Street  to  the  Quayside,  and  which  had  previously  been 
included  in  the  Town  Improvement  Act  of  1837.  This  proposed  new 
street  at  that  time  was  thought  to  be  a  desirable  improvement,  and  woold 
probably  meet  the  wants  of  Newcastle  Qoayside,  but,  fortunately  for  the  Cor* 
poration,  the  increased  quay  and  bridge  accommodation  in  the  eastern  portion 
of  the  city  ahortly  afterwards  rendered  it  advisable  to  defer  tbe  construction 
of  the  street,  notwithstanding  that  the  Corporation  had  purchased  a  large 
portion  of  {nroperty  on  the  line  of  the  proposed  new  street.  Continuing  powers, 
tcwether  with  further  Parliamentary  powers,  were  obtained,  the  result  of 
wnich  was  that  in  October,  1878,  the  Council  determiued  to  construct  a  line 
off  atxeet  from  the  Milk  Market  in  Sandgate,  making  a  junction  with  the 
New  Boad,  and  from  thence  in  a  westerly  direction  to  the  Skew  Arch,  and 
on  to  Pilgrim  Street.  Another  additional  improvement  was  the  carrying  of 
s  street  from  a  point  near  the  Skew  Arch  to  Melbourne  Street  and  Biagdon 
Street^  Mrs.  Susannah  Gibson  having  subscribed  £10,000  towards  the 
cziMDses  of  formation,  and  also  handed  over  to  the  Corpoiation  the  property 
wnioh  belon^^  to  her  in  Manor  Street^  at  the  price  which  she  herself  had 

K'd  for  it.  Since  the  formation  of  the  street  an  important  improvement 
\  been  made  upon  the  orimnal  plans,  viz.,  the  construction  of  the  high 
level  road  above  the  Milk  Market,  running  parallel  with  the  Keelmen's 
Hospital  on  to  the  new  road,  thns  enabling  the  tramways  to  go  across  upon 
•a  Msv  gradient  The  work  now,  Mr.  Mayor,  is  nearly  completed,  and  you 
have  the  streets  before  you.  Vast  quantities  of  dilapidated  properties  have 
been  removed,  and  the  pnbiic  have  a  free  and  ready  access  from  one  end  of 
the  dty  to  the  other.  Persons  will  be  able  to  get  into  the  tramoars,  here- 
sAer,  at  the  boundary  of  the  city  in  Scotswood  Boad,  and  be  conveyed 
direct  to  the  Corporation  estate  at  Walker  for  a  few  pence.  Dean  Street 
will  be  oonnderaoly  relieved  and  the  traffic  diffused  over  several  streets, 
instead  of  a  few  as  at  present.  Next  to  the  buildinff  of  the  Quay  wall,  this 
ia  the  greatest  improvement  marked  in  the  annalB  of  the  Corporation,  and 
few  towns  have  sach  privileges  as  to  possess  so  direct  and  convenient  an 
arterial  street  running  through  the  heart  of  the  city."  There  is  just  one 
omission  in  tiiis  statement,  and  that  is,  Mrs.  Gibson  gave  up  all  the  land  on 
the  line  of  the  street  which  she  possessed,  and  this  was  dirown  into  the 
street  It  is  ri^t  that  this  should  be  stated.  I  have  now,  Mr  Mayor,  to 
aak  you  formally  to  declare  this  street  open  for  ever,  and  I  hope,  sir,  that 
yon  will  live  many  years  to  see  it  develope  to  an  enormous  extent.  (Cheers.) 
-^Tbe  Ma^or  said :  Alderman  Wilson  and  gentlemen,  I  have  great  pleasnxe 
iBMB^pliyvVvilihyDiirKequeit     The  alraet  has  bean  one  wfinh  bp  bein 
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looked  forward  to^  nob  only  by  myielfy  bat  by  memben  of  my  ftmilv,  for  a 
great  nnmber  of  years.  It  is  well  known  to  a  good  many  of  yon  that  the 
Skew  Arch  there  hasitself  been  waiting,  a  standing  witness,  for  the  last  nearly 


forty  years,  of  the  anticipations  that  were  known  to  be  formod  of  to-day's 
prooeedings.  It  is  a  matter  I  have  constahtly  been  looking  forward  to 
myself,  and  so  far  as  has  lain  in  my  power,  I  have  done  all  I  oonld  to 
forward  the  adoption  of  this  great  street  improvement.  No  donbt  the  filling 
op  of  the  dene  obliterates  some  interesting  landmarks  in  the  histoiy  of 
Newcastle,  bat  at  the  same  time  the  re<]^airements  of  the  modem  population 
mast  give  way  to  interests  of  that  description.  I  have  no  donbt  that  these 
street^  which,  as  yon  say,  are  the  greatest  imnrovement  the  Corporation 
has  ever  undertaken  after  the  Qna^  wall,  will  be  prodnctive  of  vei]^  great 
benefit  to  the  town  in  a  variety  of  ways.  I  have  mnch  pleasure  in  now 
complying  with  your  request,  and  I  dedare  these  streets  open  to  the  public 
for  ever.    (Cheers.)— The  proceedings  then  terminated. 

10. — ^The  Mayor  of  Newcastle  entertained  the  members  of  the  City  Council 
and  a  laige  number  of  gentlemen  to  dinner  at  the  Banqueting  Hall,  Jesmond 
Dene.  After  dinner,  tne  Mavor  proposed  the  toasts  of  the  Queen,  the  Prince 
and  Princess  of  Wales,  and  the  rest  of  the  Royal  family,  and  the  Bishop  and 
Clergy  and  Ministers  of  all  denomiations.— The  latter  toast  was  responded 
to  by  the  Archdeacon  of  Northumberland,  the  Rev.  Canon  Drysdale,  and 
the  Kev.  Dr.  Bruce. — Aid.  Stephenson  proposed  "  The  Navy,  Army,  and 
Reserve  Forces,"  and  Commander  Wilcox  and  Colonel  Potter  responded. — 
Mr.  Gainsford  Bruce  proposed  *'The  Houses  of  Parliament." — The  Mayor 
said  that  the  next  toast  ne  had  the  honour  to  propose  waa  one  he  was  sure 
they  would  agree  with  him  could  not  with  propnety  be  omitted  on  that 
occasion.  It  needed  no  words  of  his  to  commend  it  to  their  notice,  and  yet 
he  felt  very  deeply  his  inability  to  do  it  justice.  For  man^  years  his 
honoured  guest  on  nis  right  (Sir  W.  G.  Armstrong)  had  been  distinguished 
amongst  them  for  his  inventive  genius,  scientific  attainments,  and  commercial 
enterprise,  and  he  had  maintained  and  extended  the  reputation  of  this 
city  as  the  centre  of  mechanical  engineering,  tiie  foundation  of  whioh  was 
laid  by  the  Stephensons  and  the  Hawthorns,  and  he  had  throughout  his 
career  unstintedly  imparted  all  his  time,  thought,  and  means  to  further  the 
intellectual  progress  and  the  material  prosperity  of  his  fellow-citizens,  as 
well  as  to  relieve  their  misfortunes.  So  far  back  as  the  vears  1844  and  1845, 
Sir  W.  Armstrong  had  made  his  fellow-townsmen  partakers  of  the  results  of 
his  studies  in  his  lectures  delivered  before  the  Literary  and  Philosophical 
Institution  on  hydro-electridty  and  hydraulic  machinery.  He  (the  Mayor) 
had  the  privilege  of  being  one  of  the  audience  on  the  latter  occasion,  and  he 
should  never  forset  the  pleasure  and  enjoyment  with  which  they  listened  to 
his  beautiful  explanation  of  the  power  of  a  column  of  water  aa  then  newly 
applied  to  the  purpose  of  working  a  crane.  He  might  easily  enumerate  a 
long  list  of  public,  benefactions  all  marked  by  practical  wisdom  and 
great  oare  and  forethought,  but  he  felt  sure  that  to  do  so  would  be 
unpleasant  to  him  on  that  occasion.  He  must,  however,  refer,  if 
only  briefly,  to  the  fact  that  Sir  William  Armstrong  had  that  day, 
by  appropriate  legal  instruments,  completed  the  gift  whioh  he  lately 
announced  his  intention  of  making  to  his  fellow-citizens  of  the  hall  in 
in  which  they  were  met— (applause)— ^and  the  beautiful  grounds  adjacent^ 
known  aa  Jesmond  Dene.  Tney  might  be  regarded  that  evening  as  having 
taken  possession  on  behalf  of  the  city  of  this  noble  gift.  He  aued  them, 
therefore,  to  drink  with  enthusiaam  the  toast  of  the  donor  of  Jesmond  Dene. 
(Cheers. )— Sir  W.  G.  Armstrong  said  that  he  waa  well  aware  that  on  oocasious 
like  the  present,  when  hearts  were  warmed  by  conviviality,  persons  were 

Srone  to  oe  a  little  exuberant  in  the  expression  of  their  friendliness.  While 
e  thanked  them  for  the  kind  reception  they  had  given  him,  he  must  make 
some  allowance  for  the  excusable  exaggeration  in  what  had  been  said,  and 
what  had  been  inferred.  ('*  No.'')  As  regarded  his  gift  of  that  park  and 
that  hall,  he  begged  to  assure  them  that  it  had  alrcMy  brought  its  own 
vaward.    It  hadgivan  him  great  pleaniretofee it  used  for  holi&y  pupoMi 
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by  tfaoQflanda  of  penoiui  ifhom  hoHdayB  were  rare  ooonneooea,  and  he  now 
had  the  Batia£action  of  feelins  that  it  was  permanently  devoted  to  thia  pnr- 
poee,  and  that  it  wonld  also  facilitate  oivio  entertainmente  like  the  present^ 
and  be  generally  oaefnl  for  municipal  parpoees.  It  was  a  hopeful  riftn  of 
the  age  in  which  they  lived  that  there  existed  a  desire  for  parka  and 
recreation  gronnds,  becanae  it  showed  that  the  mass  of  the  people  were  be- 
ginning to  appreciate  those  pleasures  that  were  healthful  and  refining.  It 
was  ft  great  pleasure  to  him  to  think  he  had  been  the  instrument  of  saying 
thftt  ftUnost  unique  piece  of  suburban  scenery  from  desecration— (hear, 
hear)— and  he  hoped  it  would  in  future  time  be  productive  of  pleasure  and 
enjojrment  to  his  fellow-citizens.  He  had  just  oeen  reminded  that  it  was 
proper  for  him  to  take  that  opportuni^  of  supplying  an  omission  of  the  toast 
fiat.  In  proposing  the  health  of  the  Mayor  of  Newcastle,  he  felt  that  in  an 
aaaembly  like  that»  composed  of  gentlemen  who  had  been  elected  by  their 
feUow-citiaens  to  fill  an  important  municipal  office,  the  health  of  their  chief 
must  be  acceptable.  With  regard  to  the  occasion  on  which  they  had  met, 
he  Tentured  to  hope  that  it  would  be  an  example  for  others.  They  had 
heard  in  those  days  much  about  revivals  of  various  kinds,  and  he 
would  suggest  that  the  revival  on  a  moderate  scale  of  the  ancient 
hospitality  of  the  Mayor  would  be  highly  commendable.  This  zioh 
Ooiporation,  which  was  growinff  very  much  richer,  should  be  a 
little  more  liberal  in  the  annual  allowance  to  the  Mayor.  (Applause.) — 
The  Mayor  briefly  returned  thanks.— Aid.  Hedley  proposed  *'The  new 
streeta  opened  to-day,"  and  said  that  was  one  of  the  most  important  dm 
that  they  had  ever  had  in  Newcastle.  They  had  in  a  manner  solemnised  a 
marriage  by  uniting  the  east  end  with  the  west  end  of  the  town.  A  few 
years  ago  there  was  the  deej)  gorge,  and  a  few  houses,  which  were  by  no 
means  m  the  healthiest  description,  but  these  had  been  swept  away.  It  was 
mentioned  forty  years  ago  by  a  relative  of  their  present  Mayor  that  a  street 
of  that  kind  would  have  to  be  made.  The  then  Mr.  Gibson  arranged  for  the 
skew  arch  to  be  built,  without  which  this  street  would  have  been  of  course 
impossible,  fle  then  referred  to  the  enormous  quantity  of  traffic  from  the 
Quayside,  and  how  it  would  be  relieved  by  the  new  street,  which  would 
offer  at  most  a  gradient  of  1  in  21  as  compared  with  1  in  9  in  Dean  Street. 
He  was  glad  to  nave  lived  to  see  the  streets  opened.  For  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  work  they  were  greatly  indebted  to  the  efforts  of  their  friend 
Aid.  Wilson,  who  during  the  long  time  he  had  been  in  the  Ciouncil  had 
given  his  beet  powers  for  the  welfare  of  the  town.  (Applause. )  There  was 
no  town  that  had  better  managed  streets  than  Newcastle,  and  the  way  in 
which  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  had  insisted  upon  living  the  tramways  laid  waa  an 
example  worthy  to  be  followed  by  other  towns.  The  tramways  were  laid 
under  the  care  of  the  committee  of  which  the  worthy  alderman  was  chair- 
man, and  there  was  a  minimum  of  discomfort  from  the  tramways  as  com- 
pared with  any  other  town  in  the  kingdom.  (Applause.)— Aid.  Wilson,  in 
reply,  thanked  them  for  associating  his  name  with  the  proceedings  of  that 
day.  It  was  one  of  the  great  events  in  the  history  of  their  town  with  which 
he  had  been  connected,  and  it  had  oiven  him  Kreat  satisfaction  to  be  present. 
It  was  in  1837i  he  believed,  when  the  first  biU  of  the  reformed  Corporation 
waa  applied  for,  and  this  was  one  of  the  streets  that  was  mentioned  in  it, 
namely,  a  new  street  from  the  Quayside  to  Trafalgar  Street.  The  question 
had  been  more  or  less  before  the  consideration  of  the  Council,  but  it  was 
not  until  the  year  1877  that  any  real  action  was  taken  in  the  matter.  A 
eommittee  was  appointed  about  the  year  1862,  but  he  could  not  say  tiiat  the 
committee  brougnt  anything  before  the  public.  In  1877  the  Corporation 
decided  to  form  a  street  from  Trafalgar  Street  to  the  Quayside.  He  then 
referred  to  the  action  of  the  Corporation  with  respect  to  the  Artisans' 
Dwellings  Act,  and  said  that  Aid.  Hedley,  when  the  Town  Improvement  (Com- 
mittee had  the  new  streets  under  consideration,  suggested  tnat  they  should 
change  the  line  of  streets,  and  instead  of  going  from  Trafalgar  Street  to  the 
Quayside,  they  should  start  from  Pilgrim  Street  and  go  totheT^ew  Bead.  The 
gnalpbjeokoi  hftviBg  thatnew  street  was  to  relieve  tMeaomiOBatEafikof  Data 
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Street OMuedly tiw riiipping mt tite  6Mt end  €l  Bandgnte.  This  «Bga«ed 
the  attention  of  the  oommittee,  and  in  the  end,  the  pun  of  the  new  street 
which  they  had  opened  to-day  was  snbmitted  to  the  Council  and  oonfinned 
by  it.  Thev  bad  thus  got  an  easy  thoroughfare  for  the  heavy  traffic  from 
the  east  ena,  and  demmished  the  fever  dens  of  New  Pandon  and  Mount 
Pleasant.  In  addition  to  these  improvements,  they  would  soon  be  in 
possession  of  tramways  which  would  run  from  one  extremity  of  the  boroa^  to 
the  other — ^namely,  from  the  borough  boundary  in  Scotswood  Road  to  the 
Oorporation  estate  at  Walker.  He  had  specially  to  thank  the  Mayor  for 
the  attention  he  had  given  to  this  matter.  He  had  taken  up  the  scheme 
cordially  and  energetically.  He  (Mayor)  told  them  that  if  the  Gorp<^iion 
would  carry  out  these  street  improvements  that  his  family  would  contribute 
the  larse  sum  of  £10,000,  and  in  addition  to  that  they  would  give  the  whole 
of  the  £md  which  was  occupied  by  the  streets,  and  charge  them  only  oost 
price  for  any  other  land  they  might  afterwards  require.  (Applause.)  He 
oould  not  consider  anything  more  encoura^ng  than  the  oner  which  the 
Mayor  made.  It  was  owing  to  the  foresight  of  the  Mayor's  relation, 
the  late  Mr.  George  TaUantyre  Gibeon,  that  tiie  Skew  Arch  was  proposed 
for  this  very  object.  He  was  sure  that  these  improvements  would  m  for 
the  benefit  of  all  time,  and  would  fully  justify  the  Corporation  havinc 
earned  them  out.  (Applause.  WMajor  Jones  proposed  *'  The  Trade  and 
Commerce  of  the  District,"  and  Mr.  Andrew  Leslie  responded. 

10.— A  bazaar,  in  the  form  of  an  "  Old  Englishe  Favre,"  was  opened  to- 
day in  Newcastle  Town  Hall,  and  remained  open  four  days,  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  funds  to  pay  off  a  debt  of  £5,000  on  the  Northumberland  village 
Homes,  at  Whitley  ;  £4,300  was  realised. 

19. — ^The  presentation  of  prizes  to  the  successful  students  of  the  past 
session  in  the  education  department  of  the  Public  Library,  Newoastle^ 
took  place  to-night  in  the  Lecture  Hall  of  the  Library.  Councillor  Newton 
was  chairman,  uid  distributed  the  prizes.  The  Secretary  (Mr.  R.  K.  Viny* 
comb)  read  the  annual  report  for  the  session  1682-83.  The  number  id 
students  and  the  percentage  of  successes  in  the  Government  itTftinfnftt^*"* 
held  in  May  were  much  above  the  averaffe.  The  total  number  of  students 
in  science  and  art  was  220;  and  at  tne  Government  examinations  183 
science  papers  were  worked  with  the  result  that  133  obtained  prizes  and 
certificates,  showing  70  war  cent.,  while  the  average  of  the  whole  ooontiy 
was  onlv  66  per  cent  in  art  44  students  sat  for  ezaminatum,  and  15 
obtained  certificates.  The  totals  of  the  examinations  were  that  two  first 
class  honours  certificates  with  medals,  43  first  class  certificates  bearing 
Queen's  prizes,  and  86  other  certificates,  making  131  awards,  as  aaainst  tu 
last  ^ear,  were  obtained.  In  the  City  and  (Siilds  of  London  Institnts 
examinations  one  student  gained  an  honours  certificate,  with  silver  medal 
and  jl6,  and  two  other  students  gained  honours  certificates.  The  most 
successful  student  of  the  year  was  Mr.  J.  T.  Nicolson,  who  gained  two  first 
class  honours  with  medals,  two  Queen's  prizes'  certificate^  and  also  the 
Local  Exhibition  of  £50 ;  and  he  had  now  become  a  student  at  Edinburgh 
University.  The  works  of  00  students  sent  to  London  for  GovemnunKfc 
awards  were  passed  as  highlv  creditable.  The  literary  and  oommereial 
classes  had  been  well  attemlea,  and  the  results  highly  satisfaotonr.  The 
total  number  of  students  receiving  instruction  was  468,  coosideiibly  above 
that  of  the  former  i 


20.— The  Northumberland  and  Newcastle  Assizes  were  held  to-day  befors 
Justice  Day.    There  were  eight  prisoners  tried. 

—  The  distribution  of  prizes  to  the  successful  students  at  the  Boyal 
Grammar  School  took  place  to^y  in  Newcastle  Town  HalL  The  Mayor 
distributed  the  prizes. 

—  A  meethig  was  held  to-day  in  the  Chapter  House  of  Newoaitfe 
Cathedral  for  l^e  piupose  of  presenting  to  the  Bishop  of  NewoMtle  a  lepggt 
pwpMwd  by  •  egmwiesioii  of  oietgy  and  lignnsBt-appobtBdln  Jan— ty,  IW 
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Id  cngiiirs  inlolfae  tpiritiial  wiati  and  nquirementi  of  otrtain  puiiheg  zn 
ft0  dioesM  of  Newcastle,  on  the  north  rioe  of  the  river  Tyna— Arohdeaoon 
Hamilton  presented  the  following  report  to  the  Bishop  : — **  We  find  that 
the  district  designated  in  your  lordship's  oommiasion  embraces  an  area  of 
M,d71  acres,  with  a  pepnfation  285,000  sonls,  for  idiose  pastoral  care  74 
deigymen  of  the  Chnrch  of  EngUuid  are  provided,  assisted  by  16  paid  or 
lieensed  lay  heljiers,  with  44  churches  and  33  nussion  rooms,  together  afford- 
isg  aooommodation  to  31,774  persons.  We  also  find  that  the  amount  of 
draioh  aooommodation  varies  very  greatly  in  different  parishes,  falling  in 
some  briow  4  per  cent,  of  the  popuUtion,  and  we  have  so  framed  our  scheme 
that  in  fntare  there  may  be  no  parish  with  church  accommodation  for  less 
that  8  per  cent,  of  the  parishioners.  In  estimatiDg  the  spiritual  wants  of 
Ihe  disitrict  we  have  not  lost  sight  of  the  prrovision  made  by  other  religions 


^  bat  we  have  nevertheless  thouj^t  it  right  to  take  the  entire  popula- 
UOB  aa  the  basis  of  our  calculations.  We  believe  that  what  is  most  urgently 
i«|Bired  is  a  large  Increase  in  the  number  of  clergy  labouring  in  the  great 
centres  of  popnlation,  but  in  view  of  the  regulations  of  the  Eioclesiastieal 
Commissioners,  from  whom  much  help  may  to  expected,  we  have  come  to 
llie  eonehision  that  this  increase  may  be  best  obtained  by  the  formation  <rf 
asw  pariabea.  We  therefore  recommend  as  follows : — 1.  That  twelve  new 
psrishea  be  formed  as  soon  as  possible  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £66,000,  which 
IS  tho  snm  required  for  purchasing  sites  and  erecting  churches,  which  should 
be  free  and  open.  2.  That  fourteen  additional  mission  rooms  be  also  forth- 
with provided  at  a  cost  of  £8,400.  3.  That  seventeen  additional  clergy  be 
employed  in  certain  of  the  most  populous  parishes,  involving  an  annual  outlay 
of  £2,000,  or  thereabouts,  over  and  above  what  may  be  received  from  the 
lodesiastical  Commissioners  and  the  several  church  societies  in  the  shape 
of  grants.  We  believe  that  all  the  remaining  recommendations  contained  in 
thia  report  may  be  met  by  a  further  outlay  at  some  future  time  of  £23,720. 
With  regard  to  the  funds  required  to  carry  out  the  recommendations  of  this 
nport,  we  have  suggested  the  formation  of  new  parishes  only  in  those  cases 
when  they  will  meet  the  conditions  imposed  by  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners;  and  we  therefore  anticipate  that  under  their  rules  the 
permanent  endowment  of  these  parishes  will  be  obtained  from  them." 
The  following  are  the  parishes  '*  in  which  the  need  is  peat  and  presainff  "  : 
— ^Benwell,  new  parish  required  ;  Byker,  two  new  parishes  required  ;  £rB- 
don  and  Blyth,  new  parish ;  Qosforth,  new  parish ;  Newbnm,  two  new 
narishes ;  St  Andrew's,  Christ  Church,  St  Philip's,  and  St.  Stephen's, 
Keweaatle,  each  a  new  narish  ;  Christ  Church  and  Holy  Trinity,  T3me- 
moath,  each  a  new  Pariah ;  and  the  sum  of  £66,000  is  put  down  ss  the  cost 
of  ehnrches.  In  the  following  parishes  '*  increased  purovision  is  also  urgently 
needed  :  * — ^Benton,  a  lay  helper ;  St.  Anthony's,  mission  room  and  curate ; 
Si.  George's,  CuUercoats,  curate ;  St  Paul's,  Whitley,  curate ;  Gosforth, 
■■sion  room ;  North  Goeforth,  increased  area ;  Horton,  mission  room  and 
cirate ;  Howdon  Panns,  mission  room ;  Jesmond;  mission  room ;  Killing- 
worth,  mission  room ;  Newbum,  Mission  room ;  All  Saints',  Newcastle, 
additional  curate;  St.  Anne's,  curate;  St  Cuthbert's,  mission  room  and 
enrate ;  St  John's,  curate ;  St  Matthew's,  curate ;  St.  Nicholas',  St. 
Phflip's,  and  St  Stephen's,  each  a  mission  room ;  Percy  Main,  two  mission 
looma ;  IVnemouth  rriory,  mission  room  and  increased  church  acoommo- 
dntion ;  Walker,  mission  room  and  curate ;  and  the  cost  of  these  mission 
zooms  will  be  £8,400.  The  following  are  places  "in  which  increased 
provision  will  be  needed : "— Benwell,  a  second  new  parish ;  St  Anthony's, 
paroehial  boUdings ;  St  Paul's,  Whitley ;  parochial  buildings ;  Jesmond, 
paroohial  buildings,  and  a  site  for  a  church  ;  St.  Anne's,  parochial  buildings; 
St  Cuthbert's,  debt  on  church ;  St  Matthew's,  parochial  buildings ;  8t 
Stephen's,  second  new  parish  ;  Tvnemouth  Priory,  increased  church  acoom- 
mocUtion ;  Wallsend,  new  parish ;  and  Willington,  parochial  buildings ; 
and  the  cost  under  this  last  head  is  put  down  at  £23,720.  With  respect  to 
the  ohnroh  of  St  Mary  the  Viigin,  ttye  Hill,  which  has  no  parochial  charge 
aMftohad  to  i«i  the  Ownmisiioneri  report  that  the  Rev,  A.  Thompsoo, 
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IfMter,  ''woald  ooumit^  imdsr  oertein  oonditiom,  to  St  MMrfn  Chaml 
beiog  floftde  a  parish  ohnroh,  with  care  of  sook,  if  an  arrangement  ooold  M 
made  by  the  Bishop  and  the  Corporation  to  thin  effect."  Tbe  Commiaaioneri 
recommend  as  to  St.  Thomas*  churdi,  "with  a  view  to  the  proper  use  of 
the  chnrch  and  its  endowment,  that,  if  possible,  it  should  be  made  a  psriah 
church,  and  that  the  Master  should  be  chai^ged  with  the  spiritual  oversight 
of  a  definite  district,  to  the  relief  of  one  or  more  of  the  adjoining  parishes. 
Tour  committee  understand  that  this  object  could  only  be  effected  by  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  which  could  not  be  obtained  without  the  consent  of  the 
Oorporation  of  Newcastle,  and  would  involve  the  surrender  by  the  Ck>rpora- 
tion  of  the  patronage,  as  a  munici]^  corporation  cannot  by  law  exercise  the 
right  of  presentation  to  any  ecclesiastical  preferment  involving  the  cure  of 
souls.  This  transfer  of  patronage  would,  however,  be  no  pecuniary  loss  to 
the  Corporation,  as  the  appointment  is  not  saleaUe,  and  the  right  to  nomi- 
nate the  brethren  of  the  hospital,  and  the  management  of  the  hospital 
estates  would,  of  course,  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  municipal  authorities. 
Taking  into  consideration  the  advantage  which  the  neighbourhood  would 
derive  if  St.  Thomas'  were  made  a  paritm  church,  we  ventare  to  suggest  that 
a  communication  be  made  to  the  Corporation,  pointing  out  the  spiritual 
needs  of  the  population  in  the  immediate  neighbourhooa  of  the  church,  and 
invitin|[  an  expression  of  their  opinion  as  to  the  above,  or  some  other  mode 
of  meeting  the  reouirements  of  the  district." — A  committee  was  appointed 
for  the  Durpose  oi  making  arrangemente  for  holding  a  public  meeting  at 
which  tne  report  will  be  brought  prominently  before  the  DioceBe. 

NOVEMBER. 

1.— The  election  of  members  of  the  Newcastle  City  Council  took  plao6 
to-day.  There  were  contesto  in  only  two  wards— ^t  Andrew's  North  and 
Wesl^te  Wards,  The  retiring  members  were  re-elected  without  opposition 
in  the  foUowing  wards  : — St.  Nicholas'  Ward — ^Matthew  Hepworth,  Stephen 
Quin.  St  John's  Ward— Thomas  Bowden,  William  Dickinson.  All  Samto* 
Weet  Ward— Thomas  Nelson,  Edward  Stout.  All  Sainte'  East  Ward— 
Thomas  George  Gibson,  Henry  W.  Newton.  St  Andrews'  South  Ward — 
T.  P.  Barkas,  Alexander  Hepburn.  Elswiok  Ward— Edward  Culley,  Thos. 
Gray.  Jesmond  Ward— James  Birkett.  In  St  Andrews'  North  Ward 
the  retirins  members  were  Messrs.  C.  S.  Smith  and  W.  D.  Stephens, 
and,  in  addition  to  them,  Mr.  John  Montgomerv,  plasterer,  St.  James's 
Street,  was  nominated.  The  polling,  which  resulted  in  the  re-election  of 
the  retiring  members,  was  as  follows :— Stephens,  847 ;  Smith,  009  ; 
Montgomery,  535. — ^The  retiring  member  for  Westgate  Ward  was  Mr. 
Joseph  Baxter  Ellis,  and  he  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Thomas  Telford.  Mr.  Ellia 
was  re-elected,  the  polling  being  1,456  votes  for  Mr.  Ellis,  and  873  for  Mr. 
Telford. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THl 

NEWCASTLE    COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  MBBTING.-THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  9,  1882. 


Thb  annual  meeting  of  the  Conncil  was  held  to-day  in  the  Council 
Chamber.  The  Retiring  Mayor  (Mr.  Aid.  Angas)  was  in  the  chair, 
and  there  were  present — the  Sherifif;  Aldermen  Young,  Ridley, 
Call,  Wilson,  Stewart,  Plammer,  Hamond,  Scott,  Milyain,  Hedley, 
Pollard,  Gregson,  Potter,  and  Stepheuson;  Messrs.  Scholefield, 
Milling,  Hepworth,  Quin,  J.  Barker  Ellis,  Winter,  Garse,  Dickinson, 
Bowden,  Yoall,  Browne,  Jackson,  Stout,  Nelson,  Dobson,  Bell, 
Newton,  Calyert,  Andersen,  Oliver,  Kedley,  Barkas,  Dean,  Dixon, 
Cutter,  Richardson,  Ingledew,  0.  S.  Smith,  Stephens,  Wilson, 
Holmes,  Fumess,  Joseph  B.  Ellis,  Clapham,  CuUey,  Henzell, 
Sanderson,  Scott,  Cook,  and  Temple. 

The  Town  Clbrk  read  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting,  and 
they  were  confirmed. 

BLSGTION  OF  HATOB. 

The  RBTiBiHa  Mayor  :  The  first  duty  we  haye  to  perform  to-day 
is  to  elect  a  gentleman  to  succeed  me. 

Mr.  Aid.  Milyain:  Mr.  Mayor, — Some  years  ago,  I  had  the 
honour  and  pleasure  to  propose  that  my  friend,  Dr.  Newton,  should 
be  called  upon  to  take  the  chair,  but  on  that  occasion  it  was  the 
pleasure  of  the  Council  to  elect  as  Mayor  another  personal  friend  of 
Ipy  own ;  and  since  then  it  has  also  pleased  the  Council  to  unani- 
mously elect  you  to  the  office  of  Mayor  for  the  last  two  years.  I 
mderstand.  Sir,  that  it  is  your  wish  to  yacate  the  chair;  and, 
therefore,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Council  to  elect  one  of  their 
body  to  succeed  you ;  and  I  haye  pleasure  in  again  proposing  that 
my  friend.  Dr.  Newton,  be  elected  Mayor.  (Applause.)  From  the 
manner  in  which  the  proposal  which  I  made  some  years  ago  was 
receiyed,  I  think  I  am  perfectly  justified  in  making  this  proposal 
again  io  you  to-day.  (Applause.)  If  I  remember  rightly,  the  only 
objection  that  was  made  on  the  previous  occasion  to  my  friend  was 
with  respect  to  his  age ;  but  if  that  objection  had  any  force  then,  it 
ean  haye  much  less  force,  if  any  at  all,  now,  because  my  friend  has 
increased  in  years,  and  he  has  increased  in  experience  also.    During 
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the  years  that  have  rolled  away  he  has  appeared  more  before  the 
public,  and  done  more  than  a  good  many  other  members  of  ibis 
Coancil  hare  done  in  the  whole  of  a  life  time,  and  so  far  as  I  know, 
I  believe  on  every  one  of  his  appearances  before  the  public  he  has 
left  nothing  bnt  golden  opinions  behind  him  outside  of  the  GounciL 
If  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Ooancil  to  elect  Dr.  Newton  to  fill  the 
chair,  I  am  sure  he  will  do  his  very  best  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
the  high  position,  and  maintain  its  ancient  reputation.  I  feel  Terj 
confident  that  he  will  discharge  the  duties,  and  do  the  honours  of 
the  office  of  chief  magistrate  in  the  ensuing  year  in  a  manner  that 
will  be  creditable  to  himself  and  satisfactory  to  the  OoundL  I 
propose  Dr.  Newton  for  the  office  of  Mayor.    (Applause.) 

Mr.  Babkas:  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the 
proposal  which  has  been  made  by  Mr.  Aid.  Milvain,  and  I  do  so 
with  pleasure,  because  Mr.  Newton  is  one  of  the  oldest  members  of 
this  Oouncil.  (Applause).  He  is  well  known  to  the  gentlemen 
present  to  be  one  of  the  most  active  members  of  the  Council.  He 
has  had  charge  of  several  important  committees,  and  has  carried 
through  many  very  important  enterprizes  so  far  as  this  borough  is 
concerned.  As  stated  by  Mr.  Aid.  Milvain,  Mr.  Newton,  on  s 
previous  occasion,  was  almost  elected  Mayor,  his  election  being  lost 
by  only  four  votes ;  and,  seeing  that  the  minority  on  the  previous 
occasion  was  so  very  large,  and  that  he  has  had  further  experience 
in  the  public  proceedings  of  the  town  and  in  municipal  work,  I 
think  he  is  folly  entitled  to  the  honour  which  we  seek  to  confer  upon 
him  to-day.  (Applause).  I  do  not  know  that  I  need  to  make  any 
further  remarks.  Mr.  Newton  is  well  known  to  every  member  of 
the  Council ;  his  energy  and  enterprise  are  known  to  every  member 
I  have  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Newton ; 
and  I  hope  the  motion  will  be  carried,  if  not  unanimously,  at  least 
by  a  large  majority.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  Aid.  Gbboson  :  Mr.  Mayor, — L  have  great  pleasure  in  rising 
to  nominate  to  fill  the  office  which  you  have  so  worthily  filled,  with 
satisfaction  to  the  Council  and  advantage  to  the  city,  a  gentleman 
who  for  thitty  years  has  been  the  most  energetic  individual,  I  may 
say  not  only  in  this  Council,  but  in  the  city.  On  all  occasions,  Mr. 
Aid.  Hamond  has  been  found  at  his  post.  On  all  occasions  he  has 
been  the  champion  of  progress,  and,  I  may  say,  of  economy  also ; 
and  I  attach  great  importance  to  that,  because  the  debt  of  this 
borough  has  increased  enormously.  On  all  occasions,  when  it  was 
for  the  interest  of  the  ratepayers  that  care  and  caution  should  be 
exercised,  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  was  always  in  the  foremost  rank.  Mr. 
Aid.  Hamond  was  elected  a  member  of  the  School  Board  by  an 
overwhelming  majority  over  any  other  candidate ;  and  his  services 
on  that  Board  we  could  all  appreciate.  We  know  he  always 
advocated  efficiency  and  economy.  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  has  also 
distinguished  himself  as  a  member  of  Parliament  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that,  in  his  service  to  the  public,  he  has  been  very  energetic 
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sod  Tery  indnstrions ;  and  I  may  say  thai,  in  erery  walk  of  life 
during  the  thirty  yean  he  has  been  connected  with  this  Coancil,  he 
ham  aenred  the  town  well,  and  the  interest  of  the  ratepayers  and  the 
dignity  of  the  Corporation  have  always  been  maintained  by  him. 
(Applaose).  Take,  for  instance,  the  parks.  Who,  in  this  Council, 
bat  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  oonld  hare  carried  oat  the  scheme  for 
obtaining  the  Leases  Park  7  At  first  sight  the  idea  of  going  to  the 
freemen  to  ask  for  such  a  large  piece  of  groand  seemed  preposterous; 
and  no  other  member  of  the  Coancil  bnt  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  conld 
hmTe  sncceeded  in  gaining  for  the  town  the  yery  handsome  estate  of 
70  acres.  These  and  other  services  rendered  by  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond, 
are  unequalled  in  this  Corporation  daring  the  long  period  of  thirty 
years  ;  and  I  challenge  any  gentleman  to  say  anything  to  the 
contrary.  These  services,  his  seniority,  added  to  his  great  indostry 
for  the  benefit  of  this  community,  entitle  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  to  the 
sni^Kirt  of  the  CooncU.  I  propose  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  to  succeed 
yon,  Mr.  Mayor,  in  the  chair  which  you  have  so  worthily  filled  for 
two  years.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  Aid.  Young  :  Mr.  Mayor, — Mr.  Aid.  Gregson  has  so  com* 
pletely  exhausted  the  subject  that  I  need  not  trespass  long  upon 
your  time.  I  endorse  everything  Mr.  Aid.  Oregson  has  said.  I 
do  not  know  any  member  of  the  Coancil  who  has  a  higher  claim 
ap<Hi  our  suffrages  than  my  friend  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond.  Not  only  in 
this  Coancil,  bnt  outside  in  the  city,  he  is  held  in  general  esteem. 
I  think  we  would  not  only  honour  him,  but  also  honour  ourselves, 
by  electing  him  to  the  high  position  you  have  so  worthily  filled.  I 
have  great  pleasure  indeed  in  seconding  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Aid. 
Hamond  for  the  office  of  Mayor  for  the  ensuing  year.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  I  rise,  Mr.  Mayor,  to  propose  as  your 
sooeessor,  a  gentleman  who,  I  hope,  will  command  the  esteem  ot  the 
Conncil,  and  that  gentleman  is  our  present  Sheriff,  Mr.  Gibson 
(Applause).  I  need  not  refer  to  the  very  satisfactory  way  in  which 
be  has  discharged  the  duties  of  the  important  office  be  now  holds. 
I  will  only  say  that  no  one  has  performed  the  da  ties  with  more 
dignity,  m.ore  intelligence,  and  good  taste  than  Mr.  Gibson  has  done. 
(Applause.)  Mr.  Gibson  is  not  the  oldest  member  of  the  Council, 
but  he  is  a  very  old  member,  and  has  taken  his  part  in  transacting 
the  business  of  the  Coundl.  I  think  that  this  town  is  very  much 
indebted  to  the  family  to  which  Mr.  Gibson  belongs  for  the  way  in 
which  they  have  carried  out  many  improvements — improvements 
which  ought  to  have  been  carried  out  by  the  Corporation — most 
creditable  to  themselves,  and  of  very  great  advantage  to  this  town. 
I  have  TSiy  great  pleasure  in  proposing  that  Mr.  Gibson  be  elected 
your  sooeessor.    (Applaose.) 

Mr.  Aid.  Gail  :  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  very  great  pleasure  in 
seconding  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Gibson.  I  believe  he  will,  in  all 
respects,  fulfil  the  duties  of  the  Mayoralty  in  a  manner  satisfactoiy 
to  the  entire  town.     He  is  so  well  known  to  every  member  of  this 
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Ooancil  that  it  would  be  Buperfiaoas  on  my  part  to  Bay  anything 
more  in  seconding  the  nomination. 

Mr.  W.  Wilson:  Before  a  division  is  taken,  will  yon  kindly 
tell  us,  Mr.  Mayor,  whether  the  gentleman  elected  to  snooeed 
yon  will  require  to  have  the  rotes  of  a  majority  of  the  Council 
present  ? 

The  Retiring  Matob  :  A  majority  of  those  present  is  undoubtedly 
required. 

Mr.  £r«owNB  :  An  absolute  majority? 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  l^es,  it  most  be  an  absolute  majority. 

Mr.  Holmes  :  I  suppose  that  the  gentleman  with  the  fewest 
votes  will  retire,  and  the  Council  will  vote  again  as  to  the  remaining 
two? 

The  Retirino  Mayor  :  That  will  be  the  most  convenient  way. 

The  Council  voted  as  follows  : — 

For  Mr.  Thomas  George  Gibson.— The  Mayor;  Aldermen  Hedley, 
Stephenson,  Potter,  Pollard,  Plummer,  Scott,  Gail,  and  Wilson;  and 
GoancillorB  W.  Scott,  Winter,  Dickinson,  C.  S.  Smith,  Galley,  Jacksoo, 
Carse,  Galvert,  Dixon,  Holmes,  Richardson,  Bowdeo,  Soholefield,  Joseph  B. 
Ellis,  J.  Barker  Ellis,  and  Oliver— 25. 

For  Mr.  Ald.  Hamokd.— Aid.  Gregson  and  Young ;  and  Councillors 
Dobson,  W.  Wilson,  Sanderson,  Ingledew,  and  Nelson — 7. 

For  Mr.  Henry  William  Ne^^om.— Aldermen  Milvain  and  Stewart; 
and  Coanoillors  YouU,  Qain,  Browne,  Cutter,  Milling,  Bell,  Andersen, 
Stephens,  Hepworth,  Hensell,  Cook,  Stout,  Furness,  Barkas,  G.  R.  Hedley, 
and  Dean— 18. 

Declined  to  Vote.— The  Sheriff;  Aldermen  Hamond  and  Bidley ;  and 
CoungiUors  Clapham,  Newton,  and  Temple— 6. 

The  Retirino  Mayor:  Tlie  numbers  are— 18  rotes  for  Mr. 
NewtoD,  7  for  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond,  and  25  for  Mr.  Gibson.  Mr. 
Gibson  is  therefore  elected.     ("  No,  no.") 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  :  Fifty  members  have  voted,  and  Mr. 
Gibson  has  obtained  half  of  that  number.  If  necessary,  the  Mayor 
has  a  casting  vote. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  Yes,  the  Mayor  has  a  casting  vote. 

Mr.  YouLL :  No,  he  has  not  a  casting  yote. 

Mr.  Holmes  :  This  is  a  tie. 

Mr.  Youll:  There  must  be  another  voting.'  Mr.  Gibson  has 
not  a  majority  of  the  Council ;  he  has  got  the  votes  of  only  half  the 
members. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  that,  acoording  to  the  Municipal  law, 
the  members  present  who  had  declined  to  vote  must  be  taken  as 
being  with  the  majority,  and,  therefore,  Mr.  Gibson  was  really 
duly  elected  Mayor,  without  any  casting  vote. 

Mr.  Aid.  Potter  :  It  would  be  best  to  have  the  voting  over 
again. 
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The  RBTi&nvo  Bhbriff  :  It  woold  be  mach  more  agreeable  to  me 
thai  there  should  be  another  rote  taken  on  tbe  snbject. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamonb  :  What  does  the  Town  Clerk  say  7 

The  TowK  Olbbk  :  I  think  yon  should  ha?e  another  voting. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedley:  Does  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  retire  from  the 
second  voting  ? 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamonb  :  Yes,  I  am  out  of  the  field  now. 
The  Gooncil  divided  as  follows : — 

Fos  Mb.  Thomas  Gsonox  Gibson.— The  Mayor;  Aldermen  Hedley, 
Stepheoaon,  Potter,  Pollard,  Hamond,  Tomu^,  Plammer,  Sootfc,  Cut, 
WliBon,  and  Bidley;  and  Gouncillora  W.  Scott,  Winter,  Dickinaon, 
C.  8.  Smith,  Cnlley,  Jackaon,  Carse,  Ingledew,  Calvert,  Dixon,  Holmes, 
Riehardson,  Bowden,  Nelson,  Schol^eld,  Joseph  B.  EUia,  J.  Barker  EUis,' 
and  Olirer-^Sa 

Fob  Ms.  Hsnbt  William  Nbwton. — ^Aldermen  Gregson,  Stewart,  and 
Milvain ;  and  Cooncillors  Bobson,  Toall,  W.  Wilson,  Qain,  Browne,  Cutter, 
Bean,  Millinff,  Sanderson,  Bell,  Andersen,  Stephens,  Hepworth,  Henzell, 
Cook,  Stont,  Famess,  Barkas,  and  G.  K  Hedley— 22. 

BacuKBD  TO  VoiB.—- The  Sheriff;  and  CounoUlors  dapham,  Newton, 
Temple>-4. 

The  Betibiho  Mayor:  The  nambers  are-^22  TOtes  for  Mr. 
Newton;  80  for  Mr.  Gibson;  and  4  declined  to  vote.  Mr.  Gibson 
iSy  therefore,  duly  elected.     (Applause.) 

The  oaths  and  declaration  haying  been  made  by  the  Mayor- 
Electy  he  was  infested  with  the  Chain  of  Office  by  the  RsTiBiNa 
MATORf  who  said  : — I  hope  you  will  have  as  mnoh  pleasure  and 
satisfaction  in  wearing  this  chain  as  I  have  had  in  the  last  two 
years. 

The  Mator-Eleot  said  :  Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  assure  you  that  I 
am  deeply  sensible  of  the  high  honour  you  have  conferred  upon  me 
in  electing  me  to  the  important  office  of  Mayor  of  this  city.  I  am 
conscious  of  many  defects  and  deficiencies  in  matters  which  are 
expected  of  a  chief  magistrate ;  but  I  would  remind  you  that,  to  a 
large  extent,  you  have  it  in  your  power  greatly  to  facilitate  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  expected  from  the  chair,  and  I  earnestly 
bespeak  the  kind  co-operation  of  every  member  of  the  Council  in  my 
efforts  to  fulfil  those  duties  during  tiie  ensuing  year.  (Applause.) 
I  cannot  altogether  ignore  the  fact  that  an  important  minority  iu 
the  Council  would  have  preferred  to  place  another  member  in  the 
chair  to-day.  The  knowledge  of  this,  ought,  I  think,  to  stimulate 
me  to  use  greater  diligence  and  exertion  in  the  performance  of  the 
duties  of  the  office ;  and  this  thought  I  will  endeavour  to  keep 
constantly  before  me.  On  the  other  hand,  I  confidently  expect  that, 
now  that  I  am  elected  by  the  majority  of  the  Council,  every  member 
will  accord  to  me  a  full  measure  of  that  confidence  and  esteem  which 
IB  lUHiaUy  given  to  the  occupant  of  this  chair ;   and  I  trust  that  no 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


6  PROOEEDINQB  OF  THE 


[NOTBMBBa  ». 


one  will  do  me  the  injastice  of  supposing  for  a  single  instant  that 
he  has  in  the  slightest  degree  prejodiced  himself  in  my  estimation 
hy  TOting  against  my  nomination.  (Applause.)  It  only  remains 
for  me  to  say  that  I  purpose  to  conform  to  the  usual  custom  of 
attending  the  OathedrtJ  on  Sunday  next,  when  I  hope  as  many  of 
you  will  attend  as  can  make  it  convenient  to  do  so.  I  expect  we 
will  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing  the  Bishop  of  Newcastle  preach, 
and  the  collections  will  he  in  behalf  of  the  Medical  Charities. 
I  trust  also  that  after  the  conclusion  of  this  meeting  you  will 
join  the  Sheriff  and  myself  in  a  glass  of  wine  in  the  adjoining 
room. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hahoitd  said  :  Before  you  proceed  to  the  election  of 
Sheriff,  allow  me,  Mr.  Mayor,  to  say  a  few  words.  I  feel  it  incum- 
bent upon  me  to  say  something,  especially  when  I  am  in  so  low  a 
position  upon  the  poll.  I  yielded  to  the  solicitation  of  my  friends, 
and  not  to  my  own  wishes,  to  be  nominated  for  the  office  of  Mayor, 
with  the  understanding  that  if  the  Council  did  not  appredate,  as  the 
outside  public  did,  the  long  services  that  1  have  given  disinterestedly 
and  indefatigably  to  the  public  service,  and  did  not  elect  me  to  the 
Mayoralty  as  a  recognition  of  those  long  services  rendered  in  the 
Council  among  those  who  know  me  better  than  do  the  outside  world, 
I  should  cease  to  belong  to  the  Council  of  this  city.  (Cries  of  ^  No, 
na")  Allow  me  to  take  my  own  way  in  all  sach  things.  I  yielded 
against  my  wishes,  but  I  must  say  it  was  the  wish  of  one  who  has 
been  more  like  a  brother  to  me  than  a  medical  man — Dr.  Page  — 
that^  now  that  I  have  recovered  my  health,  I  should  take  a  little 
more  part  in  the  stirring  life  to  which  I  have  been  accustomed  for 
the  last  thirty  years.  It  is  thirty  years  since  I  entered  this  Council, 
and  I  defy  any  member  to  show  that  he  has  been  more  faithful  to 
the  public  interest  than  I  have  been.  (Applause.)  It  may  be  said 
that  this  is  egotism,  but  still  it  is  the  truth  that  I  have  sacrificed 
my  days  and  nights  on  behalf  of  what,  in  my  conscience,  I  believed 
to  be  for  the  public  good.  And  this  to-day  is  the  reward  I  receive 
from  my  colleagues.  What  must  follow  ?  I  know  if  this  had  been 
put  to  the  public  voice  I  should  have  been  retamed  by  the  same 
overwhelming  majority  as  I  was  to  the  School  Board.  Outsiders  do 
not  know  the  work  that  is  done  here,  but  it  is  known  by  my  fellow 
compeers  around  me  here,  many  of  whom  have  been  in  the  Council 
almost  as  many  years  as  I  have  been.  When  I  reflect  that  it  is  but 
three  short  years  ago  that  these  same  compeers,  by  a  large  majority, 
elected  me  to  be  an  alderman,  it  strikes  me  that  that  very  large 
majority,  as  a  vote  of  confidence,  is  now  reduced  to  seven.  (Cries  of 
<<  No,  no.")  I  have  self-respect,  and  I  hope  I  have,  as  I  have  shown 
all  my  life,  independence  of  character,  and  the  men  who,  after  thirty 
years'  experience  of  my  public  life,  think  me  unworthy  of  being 
Mayor  of  this  town — ^the  last  gracious  office  they  could  bestow  upon 
one  who  has  served  them  faithfully — must  also  in  their  own  minds 
think  the  same  person  unworthy  of  his  aldermanic  seat.  (Cries  of 
<<  No,  na**)     I  will  remain  here  to-day  to  perform  the  duty  of  moving 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


IMS.]  IfBWCASTLE  COUNCIL.  7 

tlie  appmntment  of  some  oommitteeSy  but  to-morrow  1  shall,  with 
all  respect  to  the  Goniicili  hand  in  my  written  resignation  of  my 
seat  as  an  alderman  of  this  borongh — (cries  of  '<  No,  no  ") — ^because 
I  cannot  associate  with  gentlemen  who  mark  their  confidence  in 
me  to  the  extent  of  seven  Totes.  I  always  do  what  I  say  I  will  do; 
and  I  told  my  friends,  when  I  gare  my  consent  to  be  started  for 
the  Mayoralty,  that  I  wonld  nse  my  own  judgment,  and  was 
determined  to  rerign  if  not  elected ;  and  I  act  npon  that  determina- 
tion. And  now,  Mr.  Mayor,  I  was  yonr  opponent  for  this  reason : 
I  heliere  a  man  of  thirty  years  experience,  and  the  chairman  of  two 
important  committees,  has  more  claim  to  the  snfirages  of  his 
compeers,  than  yoorself,  who  hare  had  less  experience  than  I  have 
bad.  I  say  this  out  of  no  personal  feeling  towards  yourself,  but 
because  of  the  relative  positions  we  occupied.  I  tender  you,  Mr. 
Mayor,  my  most  grateful  thanks  for  the  very  handsome  way  you 
behaved  tiiis  day,  in  saying  you  wonld  retire  in  my  favour 
(i^plause) ;  and  that  caused  me  to  tender  you  my  humble  vote  on 
this  occasion.  I  could  not  vote  for  my  own  nephew,  whose  very 
poeition  in  the  town  I  have  been  the  means  of  making,  and  who, 
with  only  half  the  time  and  experience  of  his  uncle,  chose  to  pit 
bimaelf  against  me ;  and  he  has  been  rightly  served  for  so  doing. 
Ingratitude  always  meets  with  this  end.  (Cries  of  No,  no,"  and 
**  shame. '^  You  may  cry  **  shame,"  but  I  am  speaking  my  own 
sentiments  and  feelings,  and,  what  is  more,  I  am  speaking  only  the 
plain  unvarnished  truth.  Is  the  truth  so  unpalateable  to  gentlemen 
that  they  will  not  hear  it  ?  I  give  these  as  the  reasons  for  my 
leaving  the  Town  Oouncil.  I,  of  course,  leave  it  with  a  great 
amount  of  regret,  because  it  has  been  a  source  of  pride  and  ambition 
to  me  to  devote  the  whole  of  my  time  to  the  public  service,  disin- 
terestedly and  without  favour  or  reward.  I  thank  the  gentlemen — 
some  of  whom  are  young  members  of  the  Council,  and  have  not  had 
so  long  an  opportunity  of  judging  of  my  character  and  activity  as 
others — ^moet  sincerely  for  the  handsome  way  in  which  they  came 
forward  to  vote  for  me.  I  thank  the  Council  for  the  indulgence 
which  they  have  accorded  to  me ;  it  will  be  for  the  last  time.  I 
must  now  wish  yon,  Mr.  Mayor,  health  and  prosperity  to  enjoy  the 
office  to  which  you  have  been  elected  to-day,  and  that  you  may  prove 
yourself  in  every  way  worthy  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  you. 

Mr.  NvwTON :  Permit  me,  Mr.  Mayor,  to  congratulate  you,  as 
my  colleague,  upon  the  position  which  you  now  occnpy,  and  to 
assure  you,  for  myself  and  the  gentlemen  who  thought  I  was  more 
suitable,  in  their  opinion,  for  the  office  than  yourself,  that  you  will 
not  have  any  more  cordial  supporters  in  the  Council  than  myself 
and  those  who  voted  for  me.  (Applause.)  I  must  compliment 
yon  upon  having  the  good  taste  to  hold  out  the  olive  branch,  and  I 
can  assure  you  that  it  is  most  cordially  received.    (Applause.) 

The  Mayor  :  I  hope  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  ?rill  re-consider  his 
determination.    (Applause.) 
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Mr.  Aid.  Hahokd  :  My  deoisian,  like  the  laws  of  the  Modes  mad 
Persians,  is  unalterable. 

BLBOTIOK  OF  SHBBIFF. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt:  Mr.  Mayor, — I  most  heartily  congratulate  you 
npon  the  position  to  which  yon  have  been  raised  to-day,  and  I  hope 
yon  will  enjoy  good  health,  and  have  a  pleasant  and  happy  year. 
It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  propose,  as  yonr  successor  in  the  office 
of  Sheriff  of  ^is  city,  my  friend  Mr.  Olapham.  (Applause.)  I  have 
known  Mr.  Clapham  during  the  whole  of  his  business  life,  and  he 
has  by  his  industry  and  energy  raised  himself  to  the  foremost  rank 
as  an  able  and  successful  merchant  in  this  city.  (Applause.)  He 
is  a  kind  and  liberal  man,  and  always  ready  to  hold  out  the  hand  of 
fellowship,  and  to  assist  in  every  good  cause  that  is  brought  before 
him.  He  is  not  a  very  old  member  of  this  Council,  but  during  the 
time  he  has  been  a  member  of  it  we  have  all  witnessed  the  excellent 
way  in  which  he  has  discharged  his  duties,  and  know  the  great 
satisfaction  he  has  given.  If  Mr.  Clapham  is  elected,  as  I  have  no 
doubt  he  will  be,  he  will  be  the  first  elected  Sheriff  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  (Applause.)  But  looking  back 
at  the  Sheriffs  who  have  gone  before  Mr.  Clapham  will  be  a  long 
way  down  the  roll.  The  first  Sheriff  of  Newcastle  was  William 
Bedmarshall,  who  was  Sheriff  in  1401,  and  that  was  480  years  ago; 
and  Mr.  Olapham  will  be  the  481st  Sheriff.  Looking  into  the  far 
distant  future  the  time  would  come  when  Mr.  Clapham's  name 
would  be  seen  standing  as  the  first  elected  Sheriff  of  this 
city  and  county,  and  480  others  would  have  succeeded  him  in 
the  office.  The  office  of  Sheriff  is  very  honourable  and  ancient, 
and  any  one  elected  to  it  may  consider  that  a  great  honour  has 
been  conferred  upon  him.  I  have  very  great  pleasure  in  pro- 
posing that  Mr.  Henry  Clapham  be  Sheriff  for  the  ensuing 
year.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  Henzell  :  Mr.  Mayor, — ^As  a  colleague  of  Mr.  Clapham's  I 
have  very  great  pleasure  in  rising  to  second  his  nomination  for  the 
office  of  Sheriff.  Mr.  Clapham  is  a  gentleman  whose  character  and 
ability,  and  knowledge  of  municipal  affairs,  will  commend  him  to 
this  Council  as  eminently  fitted  for  such  a  position.  I  feel  quite 
sure  that  in  Mr.  Clapham  you,  Mr.  Mayor,  will  find  an  able  and 
efficient  supporter  in  the  discharge  of  your  arduous  duties,  and  that 
he  will  worthily  sustain  the  dignity  of  the  ancient  and  honourable 
office  of  Sheriff     (Applause.) 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  unanimously,  and  Mr.  Clapham  made 
the  usual  declaration. 

The  Mayor  said  :  I  have  great  pleasure  in  handing  to  you  this 
box  as  the  insignia  of  your  office.  I  hope  you  will  have  much 
pleasure  in  performing  the  duties  of  the  office. 

The  Sheriff-Elect  said  :   Mr.  Mayor  and  gentlemen, — I  beg  to 
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thAok  yon  very  sincerely  for  the  great  honoar  you  have  done  me  in 
appointing  me  to  be  ihe  first  elected  Sheriff  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Newcastle.  As  has  been  pointed  oat,  this  is  an  ancient  office,  and  I 
succeed  to  a  great  number  of  very  eminent  and  distinguished  men. 
The  compliment  paid  to  me  is  very  much  enhanced  by  the  vote 
having  been  unanimous.  (Applause.)  I  will,  according  to  the  best 
of  my  ability,  endeavour  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  with 
assiduity  and  urbanity.  While  thanking  you  all  for  the  confidence 
you  have  placed  in  me,  I  think  my  thanks  are  especially  due  to  my 
proposer  and  seconder ;  the  kind  words  they  have  uttered,  and  the 
far  too  complimentary  terms  in  which  they  have  spoken  of  my 
services  in  this  Council,  lay  me  under  an  obligation  to  do  my  very 
best^  so  that,  when  my  year  of  office  is  over,  you  shall  not  have 
any  ooe^wion  to  regret  having  made  me  your  choice  to-day.  I  again 
thank  you  all  for  the  honour  you  have  done  me.  After  the  business 
of  the  Council  is  over  I  shall  be  pleased  to  see  you  in  the  adjoining 
ropm  to  take  a  glass  of  wine. 

VOTB  OF  THANKS  TO  THB  EX-MATOB. 

Mr.  Aid.  Pottbk:  Mr.  Mayor, — Allow  me  to  congratulate  you 
npon  your  election  to  the  important  and  distinguished  office  you  now 
hold.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  your 
predecessor  for  the  manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of 
the  office  for  the  last  two  years.  (Applause.)  The  length  of  time 
— nearly  quarter  of  a  century — ^that  Mr.  Aid.  Angus  has  been  in  this 
Council,  enabled  us  to  be  fully  aware  that  he  would  discharge  all 
the  duties  connected  with  presiding  over  us  to  our  thorough  satis- 
faction; and  I  am  sure  that  he  has  kept  this  Council  in  order,  with 
firmness,  and  in  a  manner  gratifying  to  all  who  are  present  There 
are  many  duties  which  the  Mayor  has  to  discharge  outside  of  the 
Council ;  and  members  of  the  Council  by'  being  here  do  not  learn 
these  duties,  and  we,  therefore,  have  often  looked  with  great 
anxiety  to  thie  manner  in  which  our  Mayors  perform  their  duties 
outside  of  the  Council.  The  various  duties  which  Mr.  Aid.  Angus 
has  had  to  discharge  during  the  last  two  years  have  been  exceedingly 
onerous,  and  we  all  feel  that  he  has  discharged  them,  not  only  to 
the  satisfaction  of  every  member  of  this  Council,  but  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  town  at  large,  and,  in  fact,  we  feel  that  our  late  worthy 
Mayor  has  not  been  second  to  any  one  in  the  performance  of  his 
many  duties.  (Applause.)  I  have,  therefore,  great  pleasure  in 
proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  him.  I  was  afraid  during  his  second 
year  of  office  that  his  health  was  going  to  fail  him,  and  it  is  with 
Upreat  satisfaction  that  I  now  see  him  looking  so  well  at  the  end  of 
his  term  of  office.  I  hope  he  may  enjoy  many  years  of  happiness. 
/Applause.)  Before  I  sit  down  I  should  like  to  ask  Mr.  Aid. 
Hamond  to  reconsider  his  decision.  (Applause.)  I  have  not 
always  been  a  supporter  of  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond,  but  I  think  he  has 
taken  this  matter  too  much  to  heart  I  think  he  ought  to  attribute 
the  small  number  of  his  supporters  to  the  short  time  which  has 
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elapsed  since  we  knew  he  wonld  accept  the  office  of  Mayiw. 
(Applaase.) 

Mr.  Aid.  Oail  :  Mr.  Mayor, — I  agree  with  all  Mr.  Aid.  Potter 
has  said.  Every  gentleman  here  knows  the  efficient  manner  in 
which  Mr.  Aid.  Angns  has  discharged  his  duties  in  the  past  two 
years.  He  has  had  great  difficnlties  to  contend  with  dnring  part 
of  that  time  owing  to  ill-health,  hnt,  notwithstanding  that,  he 
struggled  to  do  everything  that  he  conld,  and  he  performed  all 
the  main  duties  of  his  office  in  a  way  that  reflected  credit  upon 
himself,  and  gave  satisfaction  to  the  Council.  I  hare  great 
pleasure  in  seconding  the  vote  of  thanks  to  the  late  Mayor. 
(Applause.) 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

The  Ez-Matob  said :  Mr.  Mayor  and  gentlemen, — Allow  me  to 
thank  you  from  the  very  bottom  of  my  heart  for  the  manner  in 
which  you  have  received  the  proposal  which  has  beep  made  to  you* 
I  scarcely  know  how  to  find  woids  to  express  myself  to-day.  Allow 
me  to  say  that  if  I  have  to  any  extent  deserved  the  kind  words  that 
my  proposer  and  seconder  have  jast  uttered,  and  which  you  have  all 
endorsed,  I  must  attribute  it  very  much  to  the  help  and  to  the 
sympathy  which  I  have  experienced  at  the  hands  of  all  the  members 
of  this  Council  during  the  two  years  I  have  held  office.  I  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  the  Mayoralty  with  great  diffidence ;  but>  through 
your  help,  I  have  been  able  to  discharge  those  daties  in  a  way  that 
has  been  exceedingly  pleasant  to  me,  and,  I  am  thankful  to  find,  also 
in  a  way  that  has  been,  to  some  extent  at  all  events,  satisfactory  to 
you.  No  one  can  be  so  conscious  of  my  own  defects  as  I  am  myself; 
in  many  things  I  might  have  done  better  during  my  term  of  office.  But 
that  is  all  gone.  I  did  the  best  I  could  at  the  time  ;  and  I  thank 
you  for  your  vote  of  thanks  now.  My  term  of  office  has  been 
characterised  by  several  events  of  very  great  importance.  I  think 
I  may  once  more  claim  the  honour  of  being  the  last  Mayor  of  the 
old  town,  and,  for  a  portion  of  the  period,  the  first  Mayor  of  the 
young  city  (applause);  and  I  may  express  my  hope  that  the  new  era 
in  the  history  of  Newcastle,  which  has  just  opened,  may  be  an  era 
of  great  prosperity  and  success.  (Applause.)  We  cannot  look  upon 
this  district  without  very  great  hopes,  very  ardent  hopes,  for  its 
futnre  ;  and  I  believe  that,  with  the  energy  which  has  been  displayed 
by  the  members  of  this  Corporation,  the  future  of  this  city  will  be  a 
very  great  and  a  very  successful  one.  (Applause.)  It  would  be  a 
dereliction  of  duty  if  I  did  not,  at  this  time,  tender  my  thanks  to 
the  officials  of  this  Corporation,  everyone  of  whom  has,  in  various 
and  important  directions,  rendered  me  such  kind  and  efficient  help. 
(Applause.)  Daties  that  appeared  to  me  to  be  almost  beyond  my 
powers  have  been  rendered  easy  and  pleasant  by  the  help  I  have 
received,  not  only  from  this  Council,  but  alsd  from  the  officials 
connected  with  it,  and  I  take  this  opportanity  of  bearing  my 
testimony  to  their  zeal  and  kindness  in  all  matters  that  have 
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appertamed  to  the  Mayoralty.     (Applause.)    Allow  me  to  thank 
yon  f  ery  ainoerely  for  the  vote  which  yoa  have  just  passed. 

VOTB  OF  THANKS  TO  THS  EZ-SBBRIFF. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  I  rise,  Mr.  Mayor,  with  very  great  satisfaction 
to  propose  that  the  thanks  of  this  Council  be  given  to  yon  for  the 
manner  in  which  you  discharged  your  duties  as  Sheriff.  We  all 
know  that  the  way  in  which  you  discharged  the  duties  of  that  high 
office  has  given  the  greatest  satisfaction-,  not  only  to  the  members  of 
this  Council,  but  also  to  the  general  public  outside.  (Applause.) 
It  has  been  your  lot  to  take  part  in  some  very  important  events 
duringthe  past  year,  and  we  all  know  how  efficiently  and  energetically 
you  set  about  every  duty  that  devolved  upon  you.  I  am  especially 
glad  that  you  occupy  the  position  you  do  to-day,  and  I  am  sure  yoa 
will  discharge  the  duties  of  the  Mayoralty  as  efficiently  as  you  have 
discharged  those  of  the  Shrievalty.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  YouLL :  Mr.  Mayor, — Twelve  months  ago  I  had  the  honour 
and  pleasure  of  seconding  your  nomination  for  the  office  of  Sheriff. 
Foot  years  prior  to  that  I  had  the  same  pleasure  and  honour  in 
nominating  a  gentleman  who  has  been  to-day — I  will  not  say  an 
opponent  to  you,  but  a  competitor.  Both  those  elections  were 
muuiimous ;  and  I  regret  that  the  same  unanimity  that  took  place 
on  those  two  occasions,  and  also  to-day  with  respect  to  the  election 
of  Sheriff,  has  not  been  shown  with  respect  to  the  higher  office  of 
Mayor.  It  would  be  an  advantage,  if  we,  in  some  way  or  other, 
followed  the  example  of  other  boroughs,  and  had  an  arrangement 
by  which  the  election  of  the  Mayor  and  Sheriff  on  the  9th  November 
should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  unanimous.  (Applause.)  I  can 
assure  you,  Mr.  Mayor,  there  is  no  member  of  this  Council  more 
rejoices  at  your  election  to  the  honourable  position  you  now  hold 
than  I  da  The  fact  that  I  seconded  your  nomination  last  year  as 
Sheriff  shows  the  high  personal  regard  I  have  for  you,  and  that  I 
have  a  high  opinion  of  your  ability  and  position  in  Newcastle.  I 
can  only  repeat  what  Mr.  Newton  has  said,  that  the  gentlemen 
who  thought  proper  to  vote  for  him  to-day,  will  do  their  very  utmost 
to  support  you  in  the  chair  ;  and  you  will  not  have  any  truer 
friends  in  this  Council  among  those  who  supported  you,  than  you 
will  find  among  those  members  who  voted  against  you.  (Applause.) 
I  have  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the  proposal  made  by  Mr.  Aid. 
Wilson.   . 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

The  Mayor:  Gentlemen, — I  accept  with  great  pleasure  the  vote  of 
thanks  which  you  have  just  accorded  to  me.  If  I  have  given 
satisfaction  in  the  performance  of  my  duties  as  Sheriff  during  the 
past  year,  the  highest  reward  I  can  receive  is  to  earn  your  approba- 
tion. I  Uiank  you  very  cordially  for  the  kind  sentiments  which 
have  joit  been  expressed.     I  hope  that  the  knowledge  of  the  reward 
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whicli  I  now  Feceiye  for  discharging  the  duties  of  the  Shrieralty  last 
year,  will  encourage  me  to  derote  myself  with  great  earnestness  and 
diligence,  to  the  performance  of  the  daties  of  the  higher  office  which 
I  hare  nndertaken  for  the  year  to  come.     (Applause.) 

THE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. — RESIGNATION  OF  THB  HEAD  MASTER. 

The  Town  Clerk  read  the  following  letter  : — 

Royal  Grammar  School,  Newcastle,  November  8tb,  1882. 

Dbab  Mb.  Mator,— Haying  accepted  the  Rectory  of  FtJmouth,  I  am 
under  the  necessity  of  placing  in  your  bands  my  resignation  of  the  poet  I 
now  hold  under  the  Corporation  of  Newcastle-upon-T^e,  as  Governors  of 
the  Royal  Grammar  School,  which  resignation  I  propose  to  take  efifoct  at 
the  end  of  the  term  commencing  in  January  nezt»  or  at  such  other  time  as 
may  be  mutually  agreed  upon. 

Ibi  takinff  this  step,  which  I  do  with  much  regret  and  considerable 
reluctance,  I  am  deeply  sensible  of  the  high  honour  conferred  on  me  by  the 
Corporation  of  Newcastle  in  electing  me  Headmaster  of  this  important 
school  nearly  ten  years  ago,  and  I  am  anxious  to  convey  through  yon,  to 
the  Members  of  our  Goveming  Body,  my  heartfelt  thanks  for  the  great 
consideration  they  have  shown  me,  and  for  the  many  kindnesses  I  have 
experienced  at  their  hands  during  the  time  I  have  had  the  honour  of  serving 
under  them. 

With  yourself  personally,  as  Chairman  of  the  Schools  and  Charities 
Committee,  and  with  Mr.  Councillor  Owen,  as  Vice-chairman,  my  intercourse 
has  necessarily  been  of  a  much  more  intimate  character  than  it  has  been 
M'ith  the  Members  of  the  Goveming  Body  generally,  and  I  beg  most 
ffratefully  to  tender  to  you  both  the  expression  of  my  most  sincere  thanks 
for  much  cordial  and  friendly  sympathy,  as  well  as  for  constant  and  generous 
assistance — it  is  due  to  the  kindly  co-operation  thus  afforded  that  my  work 
has  been  carried  on  with  a  degree  of  success  it  would  not  otherwise  have 
attained,  whilst  the  harmony  and  concord,  which  have  ever  existed  between 
US,  have  been  amongst  the  most  pleas'mff  features  of  my  official  life. 
I  remain,  dear  Mr.  Mayor, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
To  the  Right  Worshipful,  R  Christophsrson,  M.A., 

The  Mayor  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  Head  Master  of  the 

Mr.  Alderman  Angus,  J.  P.  Royal  Grammar  School,  Newcastle. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  moved  that  the  letter  be  referred  to  the  Schools 
and  Charities  Committee. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlby  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

BLEOTION  OF  TYNE  OOMMISSIOKBBS. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  moved  that  Aldermen  Ridley,  Plammefi  Gail, 
Milvain,  Stephenson  and  Scott,  be  re-elected  to  represent  the 
Oonncil  on  the  Tyne  Improvement  Commission. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlet  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

TTNB  PORT  SANITABT  AUTHORITT. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  presented  the  following  : — 

The  Sanitary  Committee  have  to  inform  the  Council  that  the  Order  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  constituting  the  River  Tyne  Port  Sanitary 
Authority  expired  on  the  29th  September,  1882. 

A  further  Order  has  been  received  from  the  Local  Government  Board  for 
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fBrmaoeotiy  eoostitatiiiff  a  Port  Saaitaxjr  Anthority  for  the  whole  of  the 
ort  of  Kewcaatle,  and  for  ao  much  of  the  Ports  of  North  SbicJda  and 
South  Shieliis  as  abuts  on  the  co^st  line  between  CnUercoats  and  Herd 
Sand,  together  with  so  much  of  the  said  ports  as  forms  part  of  the  Biver 
Tyne ;  and  as  it  is  necessazy  that  the  Corporation  should  be  represented, 
your  Committee  have  to  reoommend  that  tne  six  members  of  the  Council 
aJready  appointed  be  again  elected  as  the  representatives  of  the  Ccnrporation, 
via. :— Mr.  Aid.  Thoe.  Wilson,  Mr.  Aid.  Henry  Milvain,  Mr.  Wm.  Owen, 
Mr.  Wm.  Davies  Stephens,  Mr.  Henry  dapham,  Mr.  Thos.  Buisees  Winter. 
1st  November,  1882.  Thos.  Wiia>n,  Chairman. 

-»He  moved  that  Aldermen  Wilson  and  Milvain,  and  Messrs. 
Winter,  Owen,  Stephens,  and  Glapham  be  elected  to  represent  the 
Gooncil  on  the  River  Tyne  Port  Sanitary  Anthority. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Smith  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

TTKB  COMMISSION  AUDITOR. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbnson  moved  that  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Holmes  be 
re-elected  an  anditor  of  the  Tyne  Commissioners  acconnts.  He 
offered  his  hearty  coLgratalations  to  the  Mayor  on  his  being  elected 
Chief  Magistrate. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  ta 

ALDKBMEN  OF  WARDS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stephens,  seconded  by  Mr.  Dickinson,  the 
OonnciL  approved  of  the  appointment  of  Aldermen  of  Wards  as 
follows  : — 

Saint  Nicholas'  Ward Charles  Henry  Young,  Esq. 

Saint  John's  Ward William  Haawell  Stephenson,  Esq. 

All  Saints'  West  Ward Bichard  CaU,  Esq. 

All  Saints'  Bast  Ward   Thomas  Hedley,  Esq. 

Saint  Andrew's  South  Ward  ....  John  Oliver  Soott,  Esq. 

Saint  Andrew's  North  Ward Benjamin  Plammer,  Esq. 

Westgate  Ward  Thomas  Wilson,  Esq. 

Elswick  Ward  Thomas  Lesslie  Gr^^n,  Esq. 

Jesmond  Ward    Thomas  Eidley,  Esq. 

QUARTNRLT  MBBTINa  DATS. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlbt  mored  that  the  Qoarterly  Meetings  be 
Febmary  7th,  May  2nd,  and  Angost  1st,  1883. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

INSPEOTORS  OF  PROVISIONS. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  moved  that  the  following  be  re-appointed 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances,  and  to  act  as  Inspector  of  Provisions : — 

William  Tnnstall  Clarke,  John  Cockbum,  Matthew  Forster,  Thomss 
Hall,  John  Bell,  Robert  Strike,  William  Hedley,  Jonas  Croner,  and 
William  Hndspeth. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Smith  seconded  the  motion. 
Agreed  la 
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BILLET  MASTER. 

Me.  Aid  Ridley  moved  that  Saperintendent  Moss  be  re-appointed 
Billet  Master. 

Mr.  Aid.  PoTTEB  seconded  the  motion. 
Agreed  ta 

MBETIHOe  or  THE  OOUVOIL. 

Mr.  Aid.  Btephbhsok  moved  that  the  Council  at  its  rising, 
adjoam  to  the  first  Wednesday  in  December. 

Mr.  STBPHStfS  said  there  was  a  good  deal  of  work  to  be  done,  and 
he  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  Council  adjourn  to  November  22. 

Mr.  DizON  seconded  the  amendment 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  there  were  always  the  quarterly  meeting 
days  on  which  members  could  transact  general  business  without  any 
notice  being  put  upon  the  agenda.  If  this  meeting  were  adjourned, 
they  would  be  adjourninff  a  quarterly  meeting,  which  was  for  the 
transaction  of  the  genend  business.  He  suggested  that  when  a 
quarterly  meeting  was  held,  the  Council  should,  before  the  breaking 
up  of  the  meeting,  signify  to  the  Mayor  the  day  on  which  they 
would  like  to  meet  again,  and  the  Mayor  could  then  properly  and 
legally,  under  the  Municipal  Act,  convene  a  meeting,  and  give 
special  notice  that  the  subjects  upon  the  agenda  would  be  considered ; 
and  it  would  be  taken  for  granted  that  no  new  business  would  be 
taken  until  all  the  matters  upon  the  agenda  were  disposed  o£  The 
Council  should  intimate  to  the  Mayor  that  they  wished  him  to  con- 
vene a  meeting  of  the  Council  for  November  22. 

The  suggestion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  was  agreed  to. 
the  appointment  or  oommittebs. 

Mr.  YouLL  said  that  before  the  Council  proceeded  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  Committees,  he  wished  to  move  a  motion  upon  the  subject, 
and  of  which  he  had  given  notice  upon  the  agenda.  From  time  to 
time  many  members  of  the  Council  had  expressed  their  dissatisfaction 
with  the  way  in  which  committees  were  at  present  appointed.  Altera- 
tions in  regard  to  municipal  matters  had  been  made  by  a  recent  act,  and 
therefore  this  would  be  a  suitable  time  to  consider  the  subject  Mr. 
Browne  was  not  placed  upon  the  Committee  where  his  services  would 
be  most  useful ;  and  there  were  other  members  of  the  Council 
who  would  be  of  much  better  service  to  the  town  if  they  were  serving 
upon  other  Committees  He  moved  *'  That  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  be  requested  to  consider  and  report  to  the  Council,  on  or 
before  the  drd  day  of  January  next,  Uie  best  mode  of  carrying  out 
the  recent  alterations  in  the  law  as  to  the  appointment  and  duties  of 
Committees  of  the  Council,  and  that  all  Committees  fixed  at  this 
meeting  hold  office  only  until  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Council 
in  February  next" 

Mr.  Cabse  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  said  it  would  be  very  inconvenient  to  deoi 
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eommittees  now,  And  to  make  changes  in  them  at  Febroary.  The 
committees  should  be  elected  for  the  whole  of  the  year,  and  during 
the  year  the  question  raised  by  Mr.  Yonll  could  be  considered. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Ellis  :  It  will  be  soon  enough  to  deal  with  this 
snbject  when  the  new  law  comes  into  operation. 

The  motion  was  negatived  by  a  large  majority,  only  8  voting 
fori! 

TBB  WATOH  OOmaTTBS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Ridlbt,  seconded  by  Mr.  Aid.  Pottbb, 
the  following  were  appointed  the  Watch  Committee : — 

The  Mayor  (under  tiie  Act) ;  Aldermen  Hidley,  Hamond,  Potter,  Scott, 
Toang ;  MeeBrs.  John  Milling,  Jonathan  Barker  BUia,  Benjamin  Chapman 
Browne,  ThomaB  Bowden,  Thomaa  Nelaon,  John  Dobaon,  Jamea  IVtylor 
Cmlrerty  John  Carn  Geoige  Boberta  Hedley,  Thomas  Oliver,  Biohard  Henry 
Holmea,  James  Henry  Ingledew,  Wilham  Atkinson  Fomeaa,  Bobert 
Johnson,  Thomas  Barkas  Sanderson,  Walter  Scott,  Balph  Cook,  William 
Satton. 

THE  riHANOB  OOMM ITTSa 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Hbdley,  seconded  by  Mr.  Aid. 
Stbphbhson,  the  following  were  appointed  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee : — 

Aldermen  Cail,  Pollard,  Angus,  Potter,  Hedley,  Greflson,  Plommer,  Mil- 
vain,  Toong,  Stcrphenson  :  Messrs.  Henry  Soholefield,  Matthew  Hepworth, 
Jchn  Gibson  TodU,  William  Dickinson,  William  Smith,  Utrick  Alexander 
Bitaon,  Henry  WiUiam  Newton,  Thomas  George  Gibson  (Mayor),  Thomas 
Pallister  Barkaa,  John  Cotter,  WilUam  Wilson,  William  Davies  Stephens, 
Jooeph  Baxter  Ellis,  Bobert  Johnson,  Thomas  Gray,  William  Milbam 
Henaell,  William  Temple,  William  Sntton. 

TOWN  IMPROYBMBNT  OOMMITTBB. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson,  seconded  by  Mr.  C.  8. 
Smith,  the  following  were  appointed  the  Town  Improvement  Oom- 
mittee : — 

Aldermen  Wilson,  Hamond,  Cail,  Stewart;  Messrs.  Thomas  Burgess 
Winter,  Stephen  Qnin,  William  Owen,  Adam  Carse,  CoUingwood  Forster 
Jackson,  Edward  Stoat,  Thomas  Bell,  Andrew  Peter  Andersen,  Samnel 
Dixon,  George  Ingham  Dean,  Thomas  Richardson,  Charles  Septimas  Smith, 
William  Atkinson  Fumesa,  Joseph  Baxter  Ellis,  Edward  CuUey,  Henry 
CUpham  (Sheriff),  William  Temple,  Balph  Cook. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  mored  that  the  Cooncil  delegate  to  the  Town 
ImproTement  Committee  power  to  pass  plans,  and  to  transact  the 
other  business  which  the  Committee  has  been  accustomed  to  do. 

Mr.  G.  8.  Smith  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  Uk 

TOWN  MOOB  MANAGBMBNT  OOMMITTBB. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond,  seconded  by  Mr.  0.  8. 
Smitb,  the  following  were  appointed  the  Town  Moor  Management 
Committee : — 

The  Blayor  (under  the  Act) ;  Aldermen  Milvain^  Hamond,  Stewart^ 
7oQng;  Messrs.  John  Milln^^,  Thomas  Burgess  Wmter,  Stephen  Quin, 
Jonathan  Barker  EUis,  William  Owen,  Adiun  Carse,  Utrick  Alexander 
BitMMi,  John  Dobaon,  Tbomaa  Bell«  Jamea  Taylor  Calvert,  Samuel  Dixon, 
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George  Inc^uun  Dean,  John  Cotter,  Charles  Septimns  Smith,  ThomM 
Richardson,  William  Wilson,  Joseph  Baxter  Ellis,  William  Atkinson 
Fnmess,  Edward  Culley,  Thomas  Barkas  Sanderson,  Thomas  Gray, 
William  Temple,  Ralph  Cook. 

TBE  SCHOOLS  AND  CHARITIES  COMMITTEE. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Angus,  seconded  by  Mr.  Ingledew, 
the  following  were  appointed  ''  the  Schools  and  Charities  Committee 
to  manage  and  regulate  the  Schools  and  Charities  under  the  control 
of  the  Corporation,  and  to  act  in  carrying  into  execution  the  powers 
and  duties  of  the  Council  under  the  29di  section  of  the  act,  for  the 
management,  improTement,  and  better  government,  and  for  extending 
the  objects  and  regulating  the  appropriation  of  the  incokne  of  the 
Hospital  of  St  Mary  Magdalene  :  *' — 

Aldermen  Soott,  Stewart,  Pollard,  Angus,  Gregson,  Hamond,  Young ; 
Messrs.  Stephen  Qain,  Jonathan  Barker  EIIlb,  Matthew  Hepworth,  Henry 
Scholefield,  William  Owen,  Benjamin  Chapman  Browne,  Thomas  Bowden, 
CoUingwood  Forster  Jackson,  William  Smith,  John  Carr,  Thomas  George 
Gibson  (Mayor),  Thomas  Bell,  Thomas  Oliver,  Samnel  Dixon,  Thomas 
Richardson,  James  Henry  Ingledew,  Richard  Henry  Holmes,  William 
Wilson,  William  Atkinson  Fumess,  Robert  Johnson,  William  Milbam 
Henzell,  Thomas  Gray,  Thomas  Barkas  Sanderson,  Ralph  Cook,  William 
Sntton. 

THE  PARLIAHBNTART  AKD  BTB-LAWS  COHMITTBl. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond,  seconded  by  Mr.  FuRNBSSy 
the  following  were  appointed  the  Parliamentary  and  Bye- Laws 
Committee : — 

Aldermen  Angus,  Gregson,  Wilson,  Hamond,  Cail,  Ridley,  Tonng, 
Stephenson ;  Messrs.  Matthew  Hepworth,  Jonathan  Barker  Ellis,  BoDJanun 
Chapman  Browne,  Adam  Carse,  Thomas  Bowden,  John  Gibson  Yonll,  CoU 
lingwood  Forster  Jackson,  Utrick  Alexander  Ritson,  Thomas  Nelson, 
Thomas  George  Gibson  (Mayor);  James  Tavlor  Calvert,  Samnel  Dixon, 
George  Ingham  Dean,  Thomas  Pallister  Barkas,  Richard  Henrr  Holmes, 
James  Henry  Ingledew,  William  Wilson,  Joseph  Baxter  Ellis,  Robert 
Johnson,  William  Atkinsou  Fumess,  Thomas  Bu-kas  Sanderson,  Thomas 
Gray,  Walter  Soott,  William  Sntton,  Ralph  Cook,  William  Temple. 

THE  PARKS  OOMMITTEB. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Nbwton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Ddcoh,  the 
following  were  appointed  the  Parks  Committee  : — 

Aldermen  Scott,  Gregson,  Angus,  Milvain,  Stewart,  Tonnffj  Messrs. 
Thomas  Burvoss  Winter,  Matthew  Hepworth,  Jonathan  Barker  Kills,  John 
Gibson  TouU,  Thomas  Bowden,  Benjamin  CLapman  Browne,  William  Owen, 
Thomas  Kelson,  William  Smith,  John  Dobson,  Henry  William  Newton, 
James  Taylor  Calvert,  Thomas  Georcre  Gibson  (Mayor),  Andrew  Peter 
Andersen,  John  Carr,  George  Roberts  fiedle^,  Samuel  Dixon,  John  Cutter, 
Thomas  Oliver,  William  Davies  Stephens,  Etichard  Henry  Holmes,  William 
Atkinson  Furness,  Robert  Johnson,  Henry  Clapham  (Sheriff),  Edwwd 
Culley,  William  Milburu  Henzell,  Ralph  Cook. 

THE  PUBLIO  UBRABT  OOMMITTBB. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  seconded  by  Mr.  STBPHBMSy  the 
following  were  appointed  the  Poblic  Library  Committee  : — 

Aldermen  Angus,  Potter,  Gregson,  Stewart,  Young;  Messrs.  Stephen 
Qnin,  Jonathan  mrker  Ellis,  Thomas  Bowden,  Benjamin  Chapman  Browne» 
Adam  Carse,  John  Gibson  Yonll,  William  Smith,  EJdward  Stout.  John  CmxXp 
Henry  William  Newton,  Thomas  Bell,  Thomas  Pallister  Barkas,  Samiiel 
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Bison,  Georce  Ingham  Dean,  William  Daviea  Stephens,  James  Henry 
Ingledew,  William  Atkinson  Fnmess.  Joseph' Baxter  Ellis,  William  Milbarn 
Henzell,  Thomas  Barkas  Saaderson,  Ralph  Cook,  William  Sutton.  Members 
nol  of  the  Council  :~Bev.  Dr.  Bmoe,  LIi.D.,  Messrs.  Robert  Spenoe  Watson, 
William  E.  Adams,  Joseph  Johton  Pace,  James  Kilgonr,  Robert  Knox 
Vinyoomb,  Heniy  W.  Sartees,  Robert  Warden,  Qeorge  Smith,  John  T. 
BicUey,  William  Patterson. 

THE  GAS  AND  WATER  COMMITTEE. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid  Stephenson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Toull, 
tiie  following  were  appointed  the  Qas  and  Water  Committee  : — 

Aldermen  Wilson,  Angas,  Cai),  Hamond,  Gregson,  Stephenson  ;  Messrs. 
John  Milling,  Stephen  Qain,  William  Oven,  Thomas  Bowden,  Benjamin 
Chapm%n  Browoe,  William  Dickinson,  John  Gibson  Yonll,  John  Dobson, 
William  Smith,  Ck>llingwood  Forster  Jackson,  Edward  Stout,  ThomM 
Kelson,  Andrew  Peter  Andersen,  James  Taylor  Calvert,  Thomas  Pallister 
Barkas,  Samael  Dixoo,  Thomas  Oliver,  William  Wilson,  Charles  Septimus 
Smith,  Thomas  Bichardson,  Joseph  Baxter  Ellis,  William  Atkinson  Farness, 
Bobert  Johnson,  William  Milbarn  Henzell,  Walter  Scott,  Ralph  Cook. 

THE  CATTLE  TRADE  COMMITTEE. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  WxLSOsr,  the  following  were  appointed 
the  "  Oattle  Trade  Committee  under  the  Contagious  Diseases 
(Animals)  Act,  1878  :— 

Aldermen  Angus,  Hedley,  Gregson,  Potter,  Mil  vain,  Wilson,  Call;  Messrs. 
ThoaoM  Borf;ess  Winter,  John  Gibson  TouU,  William  Owen,  Adam  Carse^ 
WilUam  Smith,  Collixurvirood  Forster  Jackson,  Edward  Stout,  Andrew 
Peter  Andersen,  John  Cutter,  George  Roberts  Hedley,  William  Wilson, 
Charles  Septimus  Smitb,  Joseph  Baxter  Ellis,  Thomas  Gray,  Edward  Galley, 
Hanxy  Clapham  (Sheriff),  Ralph  Cook. 

APPOIETMENT  OF  OATTLE   INSPECTOBa 

The  following  were  appointed  Inspectors  of  Cattle  within  the 
district : — 

Messrs.  Clement  Stephenson,  George  Elphiok,  William  Hedley,  Jonas 
Crosier,  and  John  BeU. 

THE  BANITABT  OOMMlTTEa 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  moved  that  the  Town  Improvement  Committee 
be  the  Sanitary  Committee,  and  Nuisance  Authority  under  the 
Public  Health  and  Local  Acts,  with  the  several  officers  to  take  pro- 
ceedings under  special  Acts  of  Parliament 

Mr.  DiOKiESON  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  ta 

ELEOTBIO  LIQHTINO. 

Mr.  Cabse  said  he  believed  the  Town  Improvement  Committee 
would  appoint  a  sub-committee  to  deal  with  the  subject  of  electric 
lighting.  He  thought  it  would  be  the  wish  of  the  Council  that  Mr. 
Barkas,  who  was  well  versed  in  the  question  of  electric  lighting,  should 
be  on  that  sub-committee.  He  moved  that  Mr.  Barkas  be  elected 
s  member  of  the  sub-committee  appointed  to  consider  the  subject  of 
electric  lighting. 

Mr.  Aid.  W1L8OH  :  We  can  invite  Mr.  Barkas  to  attend  onr 
meetJEgs. 
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Mr.  Aid.  Hamokd  said  the  Committee  mast  appoint  their  own 
sab-committoe,  and  then  they  would  come  to  the  Oomicil  and  ask 
that  Mr.  Barkas  be  added  to  the  sab-committee. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  In  the  event  of  the  Town  Improyement  Com- 
mittee appointing  sach  a  sab-committee  they  will  ask  the  Ooandl 
to  add  Mr.  Barkas's  name  to  it. 

The  Matob  :  That  will  meet  Mr.  Carse's  riew. 

THE  RE-ARRANOBICKNT  OF  THE  COUNCIL  CHAMBBB. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Aid.  SrEPHKNSOiry 
the  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  re-arrangement  of  the 
Coandl  Chamber,  were  re-appointed. 

THE  PUBUC  CONOBBTS  OOMXITTEB. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  0.  8.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  HolmbSi  the 
following  were  appointed  the  Pablic  Concerts  Committee  : — 

The  Mayor,  Mr.  Aid.  Young,  Mr.  T.  Gray,  Mr.  H.  W.  Newton,  Mr.  R. 
Cook,  Mr.  C.  S.  Smith,  Mr.  T.  B.  Winter,  Mr.  R.  H.  Holmes,  Mr.  W.  D. 
Stephens,  Mr.  J.  Baxter  •  Ellis,  Mr.  ThoB.  BeU,  Mr.  T.  Bowden,  Mr.  S. 
Qain,  and  Mr.  Barker  Ellis. 

PBOPOSBD  ALTEBATIONS  AT  SINGLETON  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Aid.  Angus  presented  the  following  report : — 

The  Schools  and  Charities  Committee  have  to  report  to  the  Coandl  that 
tiiey  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  best  means  of  improving 
Sioffleton  Hoase,  with  a  view  of  derivinff  an  improved  rental  from  the  same» 
without  so  dealing  ^ith  it  as  to  preclude  its  use  at  some  future  time  as  a 
possible  site  for  public  buildinffs. 

Tour  Committee  believe  that  they  can  best  do  this  by  limiting  the 
expenditure  to  such  a  sum  as  would  replace  the  capital  within  10  or  12 
years,  while  seourina  a  fair  interest  thereon  in  the  meantime. 

They  have,  thereK)r6,  had  plans  prepared  for  the  conversion  of  the  honaa 
itself  into  shops  below,  with  offices  aoove,  which  can  be  done  at  a  coat  of 
from  £1,000  to  £1,200. 

They  would  thus  have  four  good  shops,  which  would  readily  let  at  £80 
each,  and  a  soite  of  offices  above,  which  would  bring  in,  at  least,  £100  per 
annum,  thus  deriving  £420  per  annum  from  the  proper^. 

The  utmost  present  rent  that  can  be  got  is  £130,  leaving  an  improved 
rental  of  £290.  f)edncting  from  this  30  per  cent,  for  repairs  and  lanalords* 
taxes— say  £90— the  nett  improved  rental  would  be  £200. 

Setting  aside  £100  of  this  for  the  repayment  of  capital  (£1,200)  in  ten 
years,  there  will  remain  £100  per  annum,  or  fully  8  per  oent.  on  an 
expenditure  of  £1,200. 

Your  Committee  submit  that  tiieee  figures  amply  justify  the  expenditnz« 
which  they  now  ask  the  Council  to  sanction,  and  that  the  consent  of  the 
Charity  Conunissioners  will  be  readily  obtained  to  the  scheme. 

For  the  utilisation  of  the  remainder  of  the  ground,  yonr  Committee 
suggest  that  the  part  adjoining  the  roads  could  be  covered  with  light  iron 
roofing,  brick  walls,  and  a  cemented  floor,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  408.  per 
square  yard,  thus  forming  roomy,  dry,  wareihouses,  which  shonldlet  easily 
at  about  7s.  per  yard. 

By  covering  about  1,200  yards  as  above,  the  expenditure  is  estimated  at 
the  sum  of  £2,400. 

Tour  Committee,  therefore,  ask  the  Council  to  sanction  the  above 
expenditure  from  tbe  funds  of  the  Charity. 

25th  October,  1882.  Jonathan  Axeus,  Chairman. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Dizon,  seoonded  by  Mr.  Aid.  HAMOVDy  it 
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iras  resolved  that  the  report  be  printed  and  drcnlated  among  the 
members  of  the  Gooncil. 

PBOPOBBD  ICAIN  BOAD  THBOUGH  THS  WALKSR  ESTATE. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hhdlbt  presented  the  following  report : — 

The  FioADce  Committee  have  to  report  that  they  have  had  under  their 
ooiudderation  plani  for  the  constmction  of  a  new  road  through  the  Walker 
Brtate  of  the  Corporation,  eztendiog  from  the  eastern  end  of  Welbeck  Road 
on  Messra.  Hedley,  Tambnll,  and  Cooke's  land,  at  Byker,  to  Victoria  Street, 
Walker,  with  the  necessary  sewers  for  draining  the  bnilding  ground  thus 
brought  into  the  market. 

The  length  of  the  proposed  road  will  be  1,650  yards,  or  rather  less  than  a 
mile,  viz.  :  From  Welbeck  Street  to  the  Wealeyan  Chapel  at  the  north  end 
of  Church  Street,  800  yards,  and  thence  to  Victoria  Street,  860  yards. 
The  proposed  width  is  50  feet. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  for  a  distance  of  600  yards  from  Victoria 
Street,  the  land  should  be  reserved  for  manufacturing  i>urpoBeB,  but  that 
the  remainder  of  the  road  should  be  laid  out  for  building  sites.  This  would 
bring  into  the  market  immediately,  on  the  main  road,  sites  to  the  extent  of 
about  4,500  square  yards,  viz. :  2,700  yards  on  the  north  side,  and  1,800  yards 
on  the  south  side.  These  sites  should  be  restricted  to  a  better  class  of  self- 
oontained  houses. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  the  Council  should  authorise  them  to 
carry  out  this  main  road,  which  will  open  out  a  large  part  of  the  Walker  Estate 
and  form  a  direct  communication  between  Walker  and  the  populous  district 
of  Byker,  and  along  which  the  tramways  might  in  a  few  years  be  laid. 

They  recommendthat  the  sewers  should  be  laid  at  once,  and  have  already 
instructed  the  Engineer  to  prepare  the  plans  and  contracts  for  the  eastern 
end  (860  yards).  Alao  that  the  road  should  be  formed,  tbe  kerb  laid,  and 
an  ash  or  gravel  footpath  made,  and  that  the  rubble  bottom  of  the  road 
ahonld  be  completed  and  covered  with  a  good  coating  of  ballast  for  the 
present,  leaving  the  complete  macadamising  of  the  carriage  way  and  the 
ehannel  for  completion  at  some  future  time. 

The  cost  of  this  work  would  be  as  follows  :— 

1st.    For  the  Eastern  Section  of  850  yards        £2,200 

Future  expeoditure  for  macadamising  and  channel         ...    £1,400 

2nd.  For  Western  Section  of  800  yards £1,800 

Future  expenditure  for  macadamising  and  channel         ...    £1,400 

In  all  a  present  expenditure  of      £4,U00 

And  future  expenouture  of ,  £2,800 

To  carry  out  the  proposed  line  of  the  road,  it  will  be  necessary  to  effect 
an  exchange  of  land  witb  the  Wesleyan  body  at  their  chapel,  and  also  with 
the  Boman  Catholic  body  at  their  schools.  The  consent  of  these  two  bodies 
has  been  obtained  to  the  exchange,  and  a  moderate  further  expenditure  (not 
yet  ascertained)  will  be  required  to  find  the  adjusted  boundaries. 

In  conclusion,  the  Council  have  to  express  their  belief  that  the  expend!- 
tore  for  which  tiiey  now  ask  the  sanction  of  the  Council  will  largely  benefit 
tlM  dialriot  and  improve  the  value  of  the  Corporation  property. 

Thomas  Hbdlet,  Chairman. 

Town  Hall,  Newcastle,  26th  October,  1882. 

lir.  Aid.  Hamond  moved  that  the  report  be  printed  and  ciroa- 
lated  among  the  members. 

Mr.  Aid.  Cail  seconded  the  motion, 

Mr.  WiBTXB  suggested  that  a  plan  of  the  district  and  road  be 
iflsaed  with  the  report 

Agreed  to. 
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TUB  BENT  OF  SHBD  AND  WHARF  AT  NORTH  BHOBB. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  presented  the  following  report : — 

The  Finance  Committee  have  to  report  to  the  Cooncil  that  they  have  had 
an  application  from  Messrs.  Pyman,  Bell,  and  Co.,  for  a  reduction  of  the  rent 
which  they  pay  to  the  Corporation  for  the  occupation  of  the  Shed  and  Qoay 
at  the  Ousehum.  One  of  the  members  of  the  nrm  had  an  interview  with 
your  Committee,  and  submitted  statements  showing  that  the  amount  of  trade 
which  the  firm  carried  on  at  the  Shed  was  inadequate  to  profitably  meet  the 
rent  they  pay  to  the  Corporation,  and  they  thererore  asked  the  Committee  to 
grant  them  a  redaction. 

The  tenancy  of  the  firm  with  the  Corporation  is  yearly,  and  the  area 
leased  by  them  is  1,244  square  yards,  with  a  frontage  of  63  lineal  yards,  the 
rent  beiug  £450  per  annum,  this  being  equal  to  7s.  3d.  per  square  vard. 

Your  CDmmittee  did  not  see  their  way  to  reduce  the  rent  of  Messrs. 
Pyman,  Bell,  and  Co.,  but  after  an  investigation  of  the  circumstances  they 
found  that  this  firm  pay  an  excess  of  £26  per  annum  above  the  rent  paid  by 
the  adjoining  tenants,  the  facilities  enjoyed  by  both  parties  being  equaL 

As  your  Committe«  consider  the  rent  they  receive  in  both  oases  is  a 
substantial  and  fair  amount,  they  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  that 
the  rent  be  reduced  by  the  sum  of  £26  per  annum,  so  as  to  equalise  the  rent 
with  that  of  the  adjoining  tenants,  and  that  Messrs.  Pyman  and  Bell  be 
allowed  out  of  the  current  year's  rent  the  sum  of  £114  16s.  8d.,  being  £28 
from  the  commencement  of  their  tenancy  on  1st  June,  1878,  to  1st  Novem- 
ber, 1882.  Thomas  Hkdlbt,  Chairman. 

Town  HaU,  Newcastle,  26th  October,  1882. 

Allah's  bndowbd  schools — appointmbnt  of  govbrhobs. 

Mr.  RioHABDSON  presented  and  moved  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing report : — 

The  Schools  and  Charities  Committee  have  to  recommend  that  Mr. 
Alderman  Jonathan  Angus,  Mr.  Alderman  William  Stewart,  and  the 
Reverend  Dr.  John  Collingwood  Bruce  be  re-appointed  by  the  Council  as 
trustees  of  Allan's  Endowed  Schools,  their  term  of  office  having  expired  on 
the  3rd  October  instant,  Jonathan  Anous,  ChairmaD. 

Dated  this  25th  day  of  October,  1882. 

Mr.  Aid.  Qbboson  seconded  the  motion. 


Agreed  to. 


THE  GAS  SUPPLT. 


Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  presented  the  following  report : — 

Laboratory  and  Assay  Office,  75,  Side,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
4th  November,  1882. 
Dbab  Sib,  —I  have  the  honour  of  sending  you  the  results  of  my  examina- 
tion   of    the    quality    of    the    gas   supplied    to   this   borough    by    the 
Newcaatle-upon-Tyne  and  Gateshead  Qas  Company  : — 


DatA. 

niamiuating  power 
in  iperm  candles. 

SolphuriiilOO 
cubiofeetofgas. 

SnlphoTOtted 
hydrogen. 

Oct.    3 

„    12 

16-2 
162 
16-6 
16-4 

161 

6*13  grains. 
6-92       „ 
5-49       „ 
950       .. 

6-30       „ 

Nil. 
«i 

S-oegnkofthetotal 
solphor  existed  aa 
Bolphiuetted  by- 

„    17 

„    24 

Nov.    2 

Sugg*s  No.  1  London  burner  and  the  Metropolitan  Gas  Referees*  sulphur 
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testing  appamtas  are  iiaed  in  testing.  Aooording  to  Act  of  Puliament  the 
gas,  when  tested  with  this  apparatus,  should  not  be  of  leas  illuminating 
power  than  164  standard  sperm  candles,  nor  contain  more  than  20  grains 
of  snlphnr  per  100  cubic  feet.  The  gas  should  also  be  quite  free  from 
snlphQietted  hydrogen. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly,  John  Pattinbon. 

To  Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson,  Chairman  of  the  Oas  and  Water  Committee 
of  the  Newea8tle-upon-Tyne  City  Council. 
P.S. — Sulphuretted  hydrogen  existed  in  the  flas  supplied  from  the  28rd 
insi.  to  the  25th  inst.     Its  presence  arose,  I  understano,  from  the  use  of  a 
def eotire  new  vahre  in  the  works.    On  the  26th  inst.  and  since,  the  gss  has 
been  free  from  it. 

— He  said  that  only  on  one  oocadon  had  there  been  any  faalt  to  find, 
and  that  was  as  to  the  qaantity  of  solpharetted  hydrogen  in  the  gas, 
and  be  oommnnioated  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Qas  Company, 
whose  reply  be  considered  satisfactory  ;  and  therefore  he  did  not 
think  it  neoessary  to  convene  a  meeting  of  the  committee. 

THE  WATER  SUPPLT. 

Mr.  YouLL  presented  the  following  reports  : — 

Laboratory  and  Assay  Office,  75,  Side,  Newcastle^n-iyne, 

October  18th,  1882. 

I  beg  to  report  that  I  have  analysed  a  sample  of  the  water  supplied  to 

this  borough  by  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company,  taken  by 

me  from  a  tap  in  Dean  Street,  on  the  9th  instant,  and  that  I  find  it 

contains  as  follows,  per  gallon  : — 

Total •oUdmfttter dried  at  nSonOi. 16-OOOgn. 

Chlorine  O-Sftl    » 

Phosphocio  add Blight  tnoe 

Nitrogen M nitratei   iHttSgn. 

AmmoniA ODOl     , 

Albnmizioid  smmonia 0*014    „ 

Ozygoi  sbeorbed  immediBtely  St  SO'' Fah.   0H>10    „ 

Omen abeorbed  In foar honn        do.  • •.... 0*186    „ 

Hardneaehefore  boiling  (Clarke's  Boale) 11-0  dega. 

Hsidnena  after  boiling  one  hour  (do.)  6*1    •. 

SmeU  when  heated  to  100°  Pah None 

MloroaooDioal  examination Satlafiaotoiy. 

niis  and  three  other  samples  tasken  on  the  same  day  from  taps  in  Elswiok 
Road,  Scotswood  Road,  and  the  Quayside  were  all  very  clear  and  free  from 
suspended  matters.  The  analysis  agidn  indicates  more  than  the  ufrualamount 
of  pw^  organic  matter.  (Signed)    JoHN  Pattinson, 

J.  G.  xoull,  Esq.,  Vice-chairman  of  the  Oas  and  Water  Committee 
of  the  Newcastle-npon.Tyne  City  Council. 

QXrANTITT  OF  WATBB  IN  STOBB. 

Whittle  Dene  reservoirs        518,036,656  galls. 

Hallington  reservoir 661,396,410     „ 

Colt  Crag  reservoir     105,967,470     „ 

UtteSwinbnm  26,458,801     „ 

Total        1,400,848,337     „ 

October  31st^  1882.  Gbo.  Smith,  Secretary. 

SBWBBINO,  PAvnra,  and  rLioaiNa. 
Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  moved  the  application  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Nowcastle-apon-l^ne  Improyement  Act,  1865,  relating  to  the  for- 
mation of  new  streets,  to  the  streets  andermentioned  :  —  That 
such  streets  be  sewered,  payed,  and  flagged  with  the  materials, 
according  to  the  manner  and  levels  specified  by  the  Town  Surveyor 
in  bit  estimate  of  the  costs  attending  the  several  wocks.     That 
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sach  estimate  bd  adopted  ami  confirmed  by  the  Conncil,  and  that 
the  requisite  notices  be  forthwith  given  to  the  respective  owners, 
as  required  by  the  Act: — 


Hftme  of  Snwt. 

Fropoied 

Levator 

IncUna- 

tlon. 

and 

OimeniiaDs 

otBewen 

aodDralm. 

ICateriata 

tor  and 

Width  of 

Footpaths. 

ICaterlals 
for  and 
Width  of 
Pavement 
or  Carriage 

Brttmated 
Cost 

Whinstone 
Kerb. 

Oaithneas 
nags. 

Whin 

or 
Granite 
Ohlpa. 

«    i.   d. 

Northoote  Stnot     

linU 

IS-bLsani- 
tary  pipes 

7  ft  wide. 

Mft.wide 

718    4    6 

Back    Beaconsfield    and) 

linM 

6-in.  branch 

tftein. 

wide 

Uft.wide 

486    8  11 

Back  Hwton  Park  Bo«l,> 
west  side,  from  MidoolmV 
8t  to  Mowbray  St.     ...) 

linSO 

do. 

do. 

do. 

907  10    7 

Back  Maloolm  and  Boling- ) 
broke  Street     f 

lin40 

do. 

do. 

do. 

482    0    6 

Bdgevare  Bd.,  ftomSeotB- ) 
wood  Bd.  to  Back  Gmm 
TiBXiaoe ) 

linlS 

IS-in.  aanl. 
pip- 

7ft  wide 

Granite 

Chips 

96  ft  wide 

Whin  or 

189  19    • 

Blahop'iAtame      

linfO 

do. 

do. 

Granite 

Chlpa. 

26  ft  wide 

894    8    S 

GhelaeaGroye   ...       ...  j 

do. 

do. 

Sftein. 
wide 

18  ft  wide 

901  19    0 

GhalaeaOioTe         

do. 

do. 

7ft.  wide 

96  ft.  wide 

888    0    S 

Iin40 

do. 

do. 

do. 

848  16    8 

WeUesley  Itoraee    

llnSO 

do. 

do. 

do. 

864    7    6 

BaokWeUeaUyTenaee     ... 

linao 

do. 

8  ft  6  in. 
wide 

18  ft  wide 

286    1  10 

Otojdon  Bond         ...       ... 

lin80 

do. 

7  ft  wide 

96  ft  wide 

632  16    8 

Back  Croydon  Boad  and ) 

linSO 

do. 

Sftein. 
wide 

18  ft  wide 

205    0    0 

Back  Tunwoith  Boad  and) 
Croydon  Boad j 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

828  12    4 

Tunworth  Boad      

do. 

do. 

7ft  wide 

96ftwlda. 

702    7    1 

lineo 

do. 

do. 

do. 

87    1    8 

BtanhopeStfrom  Orooaley- ) 
Ttonace  to  Back  Tkuu-J 
iranhBoad,BMt.      ...) 

lin«6 

do. 

do. 

do. 

680    8    0 

£6,056  17  11 

1 

Mr.  WiusoN :  Where  are  these  new  streets  7  Where  is  Bishop's 
Avenue  ? 

Mr.  Aid.  WiiiSOH :  They  are  new  streets  on  Mr.  Balfour's  ground 
on  the  West  Turnpike.    The  streets  are  not  made  yet. 

Agreed  to. 
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THE  YIBGIV  MART  HOSPITAL  S8TATB — APPOIKTMINT  OF  TRUSTBU. 

Mr.  RiOHABDSON  presented  and  moved  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing report  :- — 

The  Sofaoolfl  and  CharitieB  Committee  have  to  report  to  the  Coonail  that 
aa  order  has  been  made  by  the  Court  of  Chancery,  appointing  the  Lord 
Blahop  of  Newcastle,  for  tbe  time  being,  the  Chairman  for  the  time  bein^  of 
the  Sohool  Board  of  Newcastle-apon-Tyne,  Nathaniel  George  Clavton,  of  New> 
ciiBtle-Qpan-Tyne»  solicitor;  Jolm  William  Pease,  of  the  same  place,  banker ; 
George  Anthony  Fenwick,  of  the  same  place,  banker ;  and  three  persons  to 
be  from  time  to  time  nominated  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  CitiBens  of 
the  City  and  County  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  ai  trustees  of  tiie  estate  of 
the  Honiital  of  St.  Mary  the  Virgin,  jointly  with  the  Master  of  the  Hospital. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  the  three  persons  to  be  nominated  by  the 
Coancil  shoold  be  Mr.  Alderman  Jonathan  Angus,  Mr.  William  Owen,  and 
Mr.  Thomas  George  Gibson.  Johathan  Angus,  Chairman. 

Dated  this  26th  day  of  October,  1882. 

Mr.  HsNZBLL  seconded  the  motion. 
Agreed  ta 

THB  diAIM  or  THB  LATE  BXV.  PR.  8VAPK. 

Mr.  DiOKiHSOH  asked  the  chainDan  of  the  Schools  and  OharitieB 
Committee  what  steps,  if  any,  had  been  taken  by  the  Corporation 
for  the  payment  of  the  £1,400  dae  to  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Snape. 

Mr.  Aid.  Grbgboh  :  Payment  has  often  been  promised,  bat  we 
neTer  have  heard  of  anything  been  done  yet.  This  ought  to  be 
settled  for  the  creJit  of  the  Corporation. 

Mr.  Aid.  Angus  said  no  steps  with  regard  to  the  payment  of  this 
money  had  been  taken  by  the  Bchools  and  Charities  Committee 
proper.  Meetings  of  individnals  tavonrable  to  the  payment 
of  the  money  were  convened  by  himself  on  two  occasions,  bnt 
scarcely  any  one  attended,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  how  far  the 
memorial  presented  to  the  Council  with  respedt  to  a  volnntary 
snbsoription  oonld  be  acted  upon.  The  Council  were  aware  that  a 
new  scheme  was  being  formulated  by  the  Charity  Commissioners, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  some  notice  would  be  taken  in  the  scheme  of  Dr. 
8n^)e*s  eaae.  It  was  impossible  for  him  to  say  what  coarse  the  Charity 
Commissioners  would  take,  and  until  the  Council  saw  the  scheme  ibis 
matter  must  be  allowed  to  rest;  but  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  the 
subject  had  not  escaped  the  notice  of  the  Charity  Commissioners,  and 
that  it  would  have  that  attention  which  they  felt  bound  to  give  it. 

The  Mayor:  The  special  attention  of  the  Commissioners  has 
been  drawn  to  this. 

The  Town  Clbrk  :  They  have  been  requested  to  attend  to  it 
specially. 

THB  OBBRR  07  BUBINRSS. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  the  reports  presented  to-day  would  stand 
over  for  discussion  at  the  meeting  which  the  Mayor  intended  to  con- 
vene ;  and  of  course,  these  reports  would  be  considered  after  the 
whole  of  the  motions  now  upon  the  agenda  were  disposed  off.  It 
had  been  customary — and  very  improperly  so — to  put  the  discussions 
of  reports  in  the  same  position  on  the  agenda  as  the  reports  occupied 
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when  presented  ;  but  their  discnssion  should  oome  on  in  torn  after 
the  notices  on  the  agenda  had  been  disposed  of,  otherwise  the 
notices  of  motion  stood  a  poor  chance  of  being  discassed  at  any 
meeting  caUed  by  the  Major'for  that  purpose.  The  Town  Clerk  told 
the  Mayor  that  the  order  of  discussion  would  be  as  theCouncil  decided. 
He  moved  that  any  reports  deferred  for  discussion  at  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Oonncil  come  after  the  notices  of  motion  upon  the  agenda. 

The  Mayor  said  this  was  entirely  a  matter  for  the  Council  to 
decide,  and  he  would  like  to  have  their  guidance  upon  the  subject. 
They  muHt  remember  that  reports  often  dealt  with  matters  of 
greater  importance  to  the  public  generally  than  mere  motions.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  proposed  the  motion  as 
a  general  rule,  or  only  for  the  Council  at  its  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  I  only  moved  it  for  your  guidance  at  the  next 
meeting.     We  come  nnder  the  new  Municipal  Act  next  year. 

Mr.  Carse  seconded  the  motion.  He  said  seven  or  eight  motions 
had  been  upon  the  agenda  for  several  months  awaiting  discnasiony 
and  snch  delay  was  not  right 

Mr.  TouLL  said  that  this  matter  was  more  serious  than  it  at  first 
sight  appeared,  and  the  Council  ought  not  hastily  to  arrive  at  a  con- 
clusion upon  it.  The  difficulty  could  be  dealt  with  by  the  adoption 
of  a  suggestion  which  he  had  previously  made — ^that  when  it  was 
intended  to  propose  the  adoption  of  a  report  on  the  day  it  was 
presented,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  should  place  upon  the 
agenda  notice  that  he  would  move  the  suspension  of  the  standing 
orders,  in  order  that  the  report  might  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbnsok  said  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond's  proposal  would 
introduce  a  dangerous  precedent  During  the  thirteen  years  he  had 
been  a  member  of  the  Council,  notices,  £c.,  had  appeared  upon  the 
agenda  in  exactly  the  same  style  as  they  now  did,  and  to  make  the 
proposed  alteration  would  be  attended  with  very  mischievous  results; 
because  there  were  often  brought  before  the  Council  reports  refening 
to  matters  of  great  importance,  requiring  confirmation  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment  Under  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond*s  proposal  the  otmsidera- 
tion  of  reports  would  have  to  be  put  at  the  end  of  the  agenda,  and 
might  not  be  reached  for  two  meetings ;  whereas  now  they  were 
discussed  at  the  next  meeting  after  presentation.  The  Oonncil 
would  enter  upon  a  new  state  of  things  with  the  New  Year,  and  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  had  been  requested  to  consider  the 
question  of  standing  orders. 

Mr.  Babkas  said  the  best  course  would  be  to  let  matters  remain 
as  they  are  at  present 

The  discussion  ceased,  and  the  motion  was  not  pat  to  the  vote. 

THE  coroner's  AOCOUNT. 

The  Coroner's  account  for  the  past  quarter  was  presented|  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 
The  meeting  now  concluded. 
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COUNCIL     MEETING. 


WEDNESDAY,  NOVEMBER  22,  1882. 


A  MKBTiKO  of  the  Oonncil  was  held,  to-day,  in  the  Council 
Chamber,  Town  Hall,  the  Mayor  (Mr.  T.  O.  Qibson)  in  the  diair. 
There  were  also  present^the  Sheriff;  Aldermen  Bidley,  Stewart, 
Cail,  Soott,  Hedley,  Gregson,  Stephenson,  and  Young;  Messrs. 
J.  Barker  Ellis,  Sdiolefield,  Hepworth,  Qoin,  Yonll,  Dickinson, 
Carse,  Bowden,  Jackson,  Stont,  Andersen,  Calrert,  Bell,  Newton, 
Dixon,  Cutter,  Oliver,  Hedley,  Barkas,  Dean,  Wilson,  Holmes, 
Richardson,  Ingledew,  0.  S.  Smith,  Stephens,  Johnson,  Furness, 
Joseph  R  Ellis,  Henzell,  Sanderson,  Scott,  Gray,  Cnlley,  Temple, 
Sntton,  and  Cook. 

At  one  o'clock  the  Mayor,  Sheriff,  and  Town  Clerk,  each  wearing 
their  official  robes,  entered  the  Council,  preceded  by  the  mace  and 
sword  bearers. 

The  Mayor  said :  Gentlemen, — ^You  will  observe  that  I  appear 
on  this  occasion  in  my  robes ;  and  I  have  requested  the  Sheriff  and 
Town  Clerk  to  follow  my  example.  I  think  this  is  due  as  a  mark 
of  respect  to  the  Council ;  and,  although  prerious  Mayors  have 
not  held  the  same  view,  I  hope  you  will  not  think  me  out  of  place 
in  following  my  own  opinion  in  this  matter.     (Hear,.hear.) 

Mr.  YouLL  hoped  the  Aldermen  would  follow  the  example  of 
the  Mayor,  and  obtain  gowns  to  wear  on  public  occasiona 

TBI  AFPOIVmHT  OF  CX)iaiITTBBS. 

The  Towjv  Clbrk  read  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
previous  meeting. 

Mr.  YouLL  said  that,  before  the  minutes  were  signed,  he  wished 
to  draw  attention  to  the  &ct  that  on  November  9th  the  only  com* 
mittee  correctly  appointed  was  the  Watch  Committee ;  every  other 
committee  had  either  too  many  or  too  few  members.  On  Novem- 
ber 10,  1879,  the  Council  agreed  that  the  Schools  and  Charities 
Committee  and  Town  Moor  Management  Committee  should  be 
af^MMnted  in  precisely  the  same  way  as  the  three  standing  com- 
mittees of  the  Council;  but  those  committees  had  not  been  so 
appdnted.  Some  committees  contained  five  representatives  from 
one  waid,  and  only  one  representativB  from  another  ward.    This 
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matter  did  not  affect  the  minntes,  bat  it  affected  a  qnestioii  which 
would  come  before  the  Ooundl  afterwards. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  Mayor  sign  the  minutes. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  DBPUTT-MATOB. 

The  Town  Clbrk  read  the  formal  notice  of  the  Mayor  appointing 
Mr.  Aid.  Angus  to  act  as  Deputy-Mayor  of  the  city  during  the  illness 
or  absence  of  the  Mayor. 

ALDBBMAN  HAMOND. 

The  Mayor  said  that  a  day  or  two  after  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Council  he  received  from  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  a  letter  intimating^ 
his  intention  to  resign  his  portion  as  an  alderman  of  this  city.  He 
subsequently  received  a  document^  signed  by  41  members  of  the 
Oouninl,  requesting  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  to  withdraw  his  intended 
resignation ;  and  he  forwarded  that  document  to  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond, 
from  whom  he  had  received  the  following  letter : — 

20,  Lovaine  Plftce,  November  20tb,  1882. 

DsAB  Mb.  Ma  yob, — ^I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoar  note  of  this 
day,  accompanying  an  address  signed  by  41  membeni  of  the  City  Cooncil, 
asBurinff  me  I  was  ''entirely  mistaken"  in  the  vote  of  Thnnday,  9tfa 
November,  and,  as  a  proof  of  their  "unabated  confidence,"  request  me  to 
withdraw  my  resignation  as  alderman.  After  this  very  unexpected  testi- 
mony on  their  part,  I  will  frankly  own  I  misinterpreted  the  feeling  of  the 
Council  on  the  day  alluded  to,  and  it  would  be  false  delicacy  on  my  part  to 
hesitate  as  to  the  course  I  ought  to  pursue,  seeing  that  the  ugnatores 
largely  exceed  the  number  bjr  which  I  was  elected  an  alderman.  Permit 
me,  therefore,  to  thank  most  sincerely  yourself  and  co-signatories  for  this 
ooidial  tender  of  unabated  confidence,  and  to  withdraw  my  letter  to  you  <3i 
the  lOth,  resigning  my  o£Gice  of  alderman  of  this  borough  and  city, 
fielieye  me,  dear  Mr.  Mayor,  yours  very  truly. 

The  Mayor  of  Newcastle.  Chas.  F.  Hax okd. 

Mr.  Aid.  Qrboson  moved  that  the  letter  be  entered  upon  the 
minutes. 

Mr.  Aid.  Young  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Hbnzbll  asked  if  it  were  not  somewhat  out  of  order  that  a 
letter  withdrawing  a  resignation  should  be  presented,  when  the 
Council  had  never  had  the  resignation  itself  before  them.  The 
action  takeD,  had,  he  thought,  been  the  independent  action  of 
separate  members,  and  not  the  action  of  the  OoundL 

The  Mayor  :  I  merely  mention  the  fact.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
part  of  the  transactions  of  the  Council ;  but,  of  course,  it  is  for  the 
Council  to  decide. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Ellis  asked  if  the  letter  of  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond, 
intimating  his  resignation,  was  in  perfect  order. 

The  Matob  :  Perfectly  sufficient  as  an  intimation  that  he 
intended  to  resign  ;  but  the  letter  is  withdrawn. 

Mr.  YouLL  thought  it  would  be  better  for  all  parties  not  to 
enter  the  letter  upon  minutes. 
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The  diacnariDii  ceased,  and  the  motion  propoaed  by  Mr.  Aid. 
Qregson  was  not  pat  to  the  vote. 

PBOPOBSD  PURCHASE  OF  BTKSB  BBIBaB. 

The  Matob  said  that,  in  compliance  with  a  reqnision  signed  by  a 
large  number  of  ratepayers,  he  oonrened  a  public  meeting  ''to 
consider  the  necessity  of  haying  a  free  road  between  Byker  and 
Newcastle."  The  meeting  was  held  in  the  Lecture  Room,  Nelson 
Street,  last  night,  and  he  was  requested  to  present  to  the  Council 
the  following  resolutions  passed  at  that  meeting: — 

(1)  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  it  is  desirable  that  the  Byker 
Bridge  should  be  acquired  by  the  Cor^ratioD,  with  a  view  to  its  beinff 
altimately  thrown  open  free  to  the  pabUc.  (2)  Mr.  Temple  havinc  }>laced 
a  resolution  on  the  agenda  pa]^r  of  the  City  Council,  declaring  it  desirable 
tiiat  negotiations  be  entered  mto  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  terms 
upon  which  the  Byker  BridgeCompany  will  transfer  their  undertaking  to 
the  Corporation,  this  meeting  respecttully  calls  upon  the  representatives  of 
of  the  various  wards  to  support  the  motion  when  brought  before  the 
CoonciL  (3)  That  a  copy  of  the  two  preceding  resolutions  m  submitted  by 
his  Worship  the  Mayor  to  the  City  Council  at  its  first  meeting. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gbxoson  said  the  meeting  was  called  by  parties  inter- 
ested in  selling  Byker  Bridge  to  the  Corporation.  He  thought  it 
Tory  bad  grace  on  the  part  of  Tenders  to  get  up  that  so-called 
public  meeting. 

Mr.  JosKPH  B.  Ellis  did  not  think  the  Coancil  should  allow  such 
a  cbaTge  as  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Aid.  Gregson  to  pass  uncontra- 
dicted. The  vendors  of  the  Byker  Bridge  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  getting  op  of  the  meeting;  it  was  got  up  entirely  by  the 
working  class  ratepayers  of  Byker,- and  the  requisition  was  presented 
to  the  Mayor,  who  convened  the  meeting  and  presided  over  it.  The 
resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted.  The  vendors  of  Byker 
Bridge  took  no  part  in  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphknson  said  it  would  be  a  pity  to  have  any 
personal  recriminations  in  a  question  of  this  sort.  The  Council 
were  boond  to  show  courtesy  to  a  properly  constituted  public 
meeting,  convened  by,  and  presided  over  by  the  Mayor ;  and  he 
moyed  that  the  resolutions  be  referred  to  the  Town  Improvement 
Committee  to  report  upon. 

Mr.  TouLL  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Wm.  Wilson  said  it  was  unnecessary  to  refer  these  resolu- 
tions to  any  committee,  as  the  whole  subject  would  be  brought 
before  the  Council  upon  the  motion  of  which  Mr.  Temple  had  given 
notice. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THB  OIMDBR  PATH. — THE  EXTENSION  OF  BATH  ROAD. 

Mr.  Stephsns  said  he  had  been  desired  to  repeat  a  question  which 
had  been  asked  on  sereral  occasions  with  regard  to  the  notorious 
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Cinder  Path,  whioh  was  in  a  rery  diagraoefol  ataie.  The  people 
living  in  the  Shiddfield  district  wiahed  to  know  what  the  Town 
Improvement  Committee  were  going  to  do  in  oonnection  with  the 
road.  He  was  aware  that  some  time  had  been  lost  in  negotiating 
with  the  Railway  Company;  bat  the  people  were  getting  very 
impatient,  and  had  requested  him  to  repeat  his  qaestion  at  every 
meeting  of  the  ConndL 

Mr.  YouLL  asked  whether  any  arrangement  had  been  made  by 
the  Town  Improvement  Committee  with  respect  to  oontinning  Bath 
Road  across  the  railway  to  Bhieldfield. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Smith  said  he  was  happy  to  state  that  great  progress  was 
being  made  with  respect  to  the  Cinder  Path ;  and  the  Town  Improve- 
ment Committee  hoped  that  this  vexed  qaestion  would  soon  be 
finally  settled.  The  Committee  were  negotiating  with  the  Railway 
Company  to  take  it  over,  and  he  thoaght  in  a  very  short  time  that 
would  be  aooompliBhed,  and  all  controversy  in  the  matter  woold 
cease. 

Mr.  Stsuns  :  Is  it  not  possible,  in  the  meantime,  to  put  down 
a  few  cart  loads  of  stone  upon  the  path  ? 

Mr.  C.  S.  Smith  replied  that  that  had  been  done ;  everything 
would  be  attended  to,  and  there  had  been  temporary  repairs.  The 
proposed  continuation  of  Bath  Road  had  been  surveyed  by  the  Town 
Improvement  Committee,  with  a  view  to  the  formation  of  the  road. 
There  were  difficulties  with  respect  to  the  matter.  He  was  not 
aware  that  anything  had  been  done  very  recently,  but  the  subject 
was  before  the  committee,  and  would  be  attended  to  in  due  time. 
There  was  still  a  large  space  to  fill  in  before  anything  could  be  done. 

Mr.  Babkas  said  there  must  be  some  misrepresentation  about  the 
Cinder  Path.  He  walked  along  it  a  week  ago,  and  it  was  as  dry 
and  smooth  as  any  street  in  the  town. 

Mr.  YouLL  said  the  path  was  in  perfectly  good  order  this  morning. 

LEASES  ON  THE  WILLUTOTON  ESTATE. 

Mr.  Aid.  HnDLBT  moved  that  a  lease  to  Duncan  Fraser,  of  a  piece 
of  ground  situate  at  Western  Road,  Willington  Quay,  containing 
406  i  square  yards ;  groand  rent  £8  98.  4d. ;  term  75  years,  from 
29th  September,  1882,  be  sealed. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlit  proposed  that  a  lease  to  John  Beaty,  senior, 
of  a  piece  of  ground  situate  at  Pbilipson  Street,  Willington  Quay, 
containing  159  square  yards;  ground  rent  £3  6s.  3d.;  term  75 
years,  from  29th  September,  1882,  be  sealed. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 
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Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  propoeed  that  a  lease  to  Meaara.  R  and  A. 
Feaiheratone,  of  two  pieces  of  grooDd  aitaate  at  Philipson  Street, 
WiUington  Qasj,  oontainiiig  together  932  aqaare  yards;  rent 
X19  Sa.  4d«;  term  75  years,  from  29lh  September,  1882,  be  sealed. 

Mr«  Aid.  Stkphevsoh  seconded  the  motion. 

Ur.  HoLMSS  asked  whether  the  term  of  leasee  of  land  ooold  not 
be  reduced  from  75  years  to  about  50  years. 

Mr.  Aid.  BiDLST :  These  are  building  leaaes. 

Mr.  HoLMSs  said  he  could  understand  how,  in  earlier  years,  a 
term  of  75  years  would  be  a  fair  term ;  but  the  land  waa  year  by 
year  becoming  very  valuable,  and  he  had  been  considering  whether 
the  Finance  Committee  could  not  see  some  way  to  shorten  the  term 
of  the  leases. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  :  If  the  term  were  reduced,  it  would  check  the 
Bale. 

Mr.  HoLMBS :  I  hare  the  impression  that  the  demand  would 
meet  that  difficulty. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlby  :  We  take  all  this  into  consideration  in  fixing 
the  price. 

Mr.  YouLL  said  the  usual  practice  in  regard  to  building  leases 
waa  to  grant  leases  for  99  years,  and  if  the  Council  redaced  the 
number  of  years  below  75  years,  it  would  prevent  any  sites  being 
diapoaed  of. 

Mr.  HoLMBS  said  that  that  might  be  the  case  with  building  sites 
generally ;  but  the  Corporation  were  dealing  with  most  valuable 
land  dose  to  the  river ;  and  he  thought  the  term  should,  if  possible, 
be  reduced ;  a  term  of  75  years  was  too  long  for  such  land. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  :  It  would  not  do  to  decrease  the  term  for 
building  leasea 

Mr.  TouLL  said  all  the  sites  referred  to  in  the  leases  now  before 
the  Council,  were  a  very  long  way  from  the  river,  and  each  of  them 
were  granted  upon  an  increased  rental  upon  the  former  value. 

Xhe  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlby  proposed  that  a  lease  to  John  Beaty,  junior, 
of  a  piece  of  ground  situate  at  Philipson  Street,  Willington  Quay, 
containing  144^  square  yards ;  ground  rent,  £3 ;  term,  75  years 
from  29th  September,  1882,  be  sealed. 

Mr.  YouLL  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Bowden:  What  class  of  property  is  it  intended  to  erect 
upon  these  sites  7 

Mr.  TouLL :  Dwelling  hoases  and  shops. 

Mr.  Bowbbn:  Does  the  committee  see  that  they  are  snbstan- 
tially  built? 
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Mr.  Aid.  Stkphirsok:  Yes;  the  plans  and  ererything  are 
enquired  into  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Stephens  :  Is  there  inserted  in  these  leases  the  same  daose 
as  has  been  inserted  in  the  leases  as  to  the  Walker  estate— that  no 
pnblic  houses  be  bailt  npon  the  land  7 

Mr.  Aid.  Qrbgson  :  I  press  that  this  question  be  answered.  I 
am  the  father  of  that  particular  claose. 

The  TowH  Glbrk  :  Tes,  the  danse  is  in. 

Mr.  Stephens  :  I  hope  it  will  be  enforced. 

The  motion  was  agreed  ta 

proposed  new  fbveb  bospitau 

Mr.  0.  8.  Smith  presented  the  following  report  and  proposed 
that  it  be  printed  and  circulated  among  the  members  of  the 
Council  :— 

The  Sanitary  Committee  have  to  report  that,  in  aooordanoe  with  the 
resolution  pMsed  hj  the  Couocil  at  their  meeting,  held  on  the  19th  July 
last,  of  which  the  following  is  a  oopy,  viz.  : — 

"That  the  question  be,  and  is  hereby  referred  back  to  the  Sanitary 

Committee  to  ascertain  the  cost  of  erecting  a  new  Fever  Hospital  on 

the  Byker  site,  and  also  at  the  Cowgate  on  Mrs.  Blackett  Orde'a 

land,  and  report  to  the  Council," 

they  have  considered  the  feasibility  of  carrying  out  the  request  of  the 

Council,  more  especially  with  regard  to  the  site  at  the  Cowgate. 

This  appeared  to  your  committee  to  be  the  m  st  suitable  site  for  the 
erection  of  an  Hospital,  but  after  a  survey  and  examination  of  the  ffround, 
there  appeared  to  them  to  be  several  reisons  which  prevented  them 
recommending  the  erection  of  an  Hospital  on  this  site. 

The  City  fingineer  submitted  a  report  to  your  conmiittee,  in  which  he 
states  that : — 

'*  With  reference  to  the  site  at  Cowgate,  Mrs.  Orde  offers  a  choice  of  10 
acres  from  anv  part  of  the  land  lying  to  the  north  and  east  of  the 
turnpike  road,  and  coloured  red  on  the  plan  submitted.  Under 
three-fourths  of  this  area  the  coid  is  in  pillar,  and  will  probably  be 
worked  in  a  few  years.  The  seam  is  onlv  40  fathoms  below  the 
surface,  and  as  it  is  certain  that  the  workings  will  creep,  and  the 
surface  be  broken  and  disturbed,  it  is  not  fit  to  build  upon.  On 
the  remaining  fourth  the  pillars  have  been  worked,  and  the  ground 
may  have  su^  as  far  as  it  will  do,  but  as  this  is  by  uo  means  certain, 
it  would  involve  some  risk  to  any  building  placed  upon  it. 
'*To  reserve  the  coal  below  the  10  acres  offered  would  cost  not  less  than 

^£4.000. 
''Mrs.  Orde  asks  £300  per  acre  under  certain  conditions  as  to  accom- 
modation of  patients  from  the  Benwell  and  Fenham  district  ." 
With  regard  to  the  Byker  site  it  is  quite  clear  that  owing  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood in  which  it  is  situated,  it  would  be  imfwlitio  to  use  it  for  any  other 
purpose  than  the  one  it  is  at  present  used  for,  viz.,  the  accommodation  of 
canvalescents. 

The  attention  of  your  committee  has  been  drawn  to  another  site,  vis.,  on 
the  Town  Moor,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Kenton  Bead,  just  beyond  the  Blue 
House. 

Here  one  seam  of  the  coal  has  been  worked,  and  the  ground  is,  presum- 
ably, sound.  The  other  coal  below  is  the  property  of  the  Corporation,  and 
QOttld  of  course  be  reserved  in  any  new  lease. 
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Mr.  J.  K  SimpBOO,  your  oolliery  yiewer,  has  been  oooBiiltedy  and  thinks 
that  anypart  of  the  Cow  Hill,  from  the  Blue  House  to  the  Cowgate,  lyins 
within  20O  or  300  yards  of  the  tnmpike  road  ma^  be  built  on  safely,  and 
that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  providioff  against  damage  to  the  surface 
by  agreement  with  the  new  lessees  of  the  Town  Moor  coal. 

Upon  this  site  your  committee  do  not  offer  any  opinion. 

Tour  committee  again  desire  to  impress  upon  the  Council  that  it  is  essen- 
tial for  the  welfare  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  that  a  proper  and  efficient 
hospital  for  infectious  diseases  should  be  provided ;  and  looking  at  the 
number  of  years  the  matter  has  been  before  the  Council,  the  committee 
respectfully  submit  that  the  time  has  more  than  arrived  when  the  Council 
shmild  grapple  with  the  subject,  with  a  view  to  finally  deciding  upon  the 
qnestioii. 

So  numerous  have  been  the  cases  of  infectious  disease  within  the  last  six 
months,  and  so  insufficient  has  been  the  accommodation  at  Bath  Lane,  that 
the  greatest  danger  has  ensued  to  the  patients  being  treated  there,  owing 
to  the  want  of  proper  wards  to  treat  the  cases  and  isolate  the  different 
forms  of  zymotic  disease  sent  to  the  hospital. 

In  several  instances,  owing  to  want  of  accommodation  at  the  Hospital, 
patients  have  had  to  be  treated  at  their  own  homes. 

On  three  occasions  during  the  past  month  the  removal  of  cases  of  scarlet 
or  enteric  fever  has  been  requested  by  relatives  of  patients,  but  owing  to 
the  want  of  accommodation  this  was  found  to  be  impracticable. 

In  several  cases  where  the  patients  had  to  be  treated  in  their  own  homes, 
the  healthy  members  of  the  family  were  removed,  and  a  sum  of  money  paid 
for  nurses  attendinff  upon  the  patients. 

The  nurses  are  also  frequently  attacked  with  fever,  which  is  attributable 
to  the  great  want  of  space  and  suitable  accommodation  in  the  Hospital. 

The  Hospital  is  in  a  dilapidated  condition,  and  does  not  affordf  effectual 
means  for  tne  treatment  of  the  various  oases  of  disease  sent  there,  and  is 
alttwether  too  small  for  the  requirements  of  the  rapidly  increasing  population 
of  l^wcastle. 

Tour  committee  cannot  dis^^e  the  fact  that  the  Council  have  not  given 
that  oonsideration  to  the  question  which  they  think  it  deserves,  and  they  now 
feel  that,  after  the  number  of  reports  which  they  have  submitted  from  time 
to  time,  all  of  which  have  been  rejected,  it  is  incumbent  upon  the  Council  to 
take  the  matter  into  their  own  hands,  and  your  committee  therefore  have  to 
ask  the  Council  themselves  to  fix  upon  a  suitable  site  without  delay,  there- 
after instructinff  your  committee  to  take  the  requisita  steps  for  the  erection 
of  an  Hospital  Siereon. 

Chablss  S.  Smith,  Vice-Chairman. 

Town  Hall,  Newcastle,  22nd  November,  1882. 

Mr.  YouLL  seconded  the  motion. 
Agreed  to. 

MAIN  ROAD  THROUGH  THR  WALKER  BSTATE. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  moved  the  confirmation  of  the  report  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  relative  to  the  formation  of  a  main  road  throngh 
the  Walker  estate  [p.  19].  The  road  would,  he  said,  be  a  great 
adyantagCi  and  open  out  a  great  deal  of  land  belonging  to  the 
Corporation. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gail  seconded  the  motion.  He  was  sure  that  the  road 
would  be  an  immense  advantage  to  the  Walker  estate^  and  enable 
sites  to  be  sold,  which  would  otherwise  lie  dormant. 

Agreed  to. 
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THB  RBMT  OF  SHED  AHD  WHARF  AT  FORTH  SHORE. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlet  moved  the  confirmation  of  the  report  of  the 
flnsnoe  Committee  [p.  20],  recommending  that  the  rent  paid  by 
Messrs.  Pjman,  Bell,  and  Go.,  for  shed  and  wharf  at  the  North 
Shore,  be  reduced  by  the  sum  of  £26  per  annnm,  and  that  they  be 
allowed  oat  of  theonrrent  year*s  rent  the  snm  of  £114  16b.  Sd, 
being  £26  per  annnm,  from  the  commencement  of  their  tenancy  on 
let  Jane,  1878 ;  the  present  rent  is  £450  per  annum. 

Mr.  BowDBN  asked  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Oommittee  to 
explain  the  report,  in  which  the  committee  state  they  "  did  not  see 
their  way  to  reduce  the  rent." 

Mr.  Aid  Hbdlet  :  They  say  they  did  not,  until  they  investigated 
what  others  were  paying  for  the  shed  and  wharf  adjoining  Messrs. 
.  Pyman,  Bell,  and  Ca 

Mr.  Stephens  seconded  the  motion.  He  said  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Quayside  Oommittee,  and  knew  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 
He  admitted  that,  on  the  face  of  it,  the  proposal  was  singular ;  but 
Messrs.  Pyman,  Bell,  and  Co.,  for  a  space  of  190  feet,  were  paying 
£450  a  year,  whilst  Messrs.  Nielsen,  Andersen,  and  Ca  had  800 
feet  and  paid  about  £700.  It  was  only  a  matter  of  absolute  justice 
that  the  Council  should  put  Messrs.  Pyman,  Bell,  and  Co.  in  the 
same  position  as  the  adjoining  tenants,  as  the  Corporation  professed 
to  charge  a  pro  rcUa  rent  for  &e  190  feet  and  the  300  feet  Messrs. 
Pyman,  Bell,  and  Co.  appeared  before  the  committee,  and  stated 
that,  if  the  rent  were  not  reduced,  they  would  be  compelled  to  give 
up  the  tenancy ;  and,  from  his  own  experience,  he  knew  there  would 
be  a  difficulty  in  letting  the  wharf  and  shed  to  any  other  gentlemen 
for  anything  like  the  same  amount  of  rent  O'No,  no.")  The 
Tyne  Steam  Shipping  Co.  rented  a  large  shed  at  £1,500  a  year 
rent,  and  on  the  Company  giving  it  up,  the  Corporation  kept  it  in 
their  own  hands  and  could  make  nothing  of  it,  and  were  compelled 
to  let  it  for  £500;  and  that  shed  had  in  it  hydraulic  power  for 
lifting,  and  coutained  a  larger  amount  of  space  than  the  shed  occupied 
by  Messrs.  Pyman,  Bell,  and  Ca  He  was  certain,  unless  the 
gentleman  who  said  *^  no,  no,"  was  going  to  give  £450  a  year 
for  it,  that  the  Corporation  would  not  get  £450  a  year  for  this  shed. 
It  was  only  people  in  particular  trades  who  could  occupy  such  a  shed. 
The  Corporation  were  going  to  erect  on  the  Quay  three  iron  sheds 
with  oorrugated  roo&,  which  would  afford  accommodation  for  a  large 
amount  of  trade.  Some  members  of  the  oommittee  thought  the 
rent  should  be  reduced  by  £100  a  year,  whilst  others  thought  £114 
16s.  8d.  should  be  deducted  out  of  the  present  year*s  rent,  and  that 
the  Corporation  should  submit  to  a  small  reduction  of  £26  per 
annum,  rather  than  have  the  shed  and  wharf  thrown  upon  their 
hands.  Messrs.  Pyman,  Bell,  and  Co.  had  a  lease  for  three  years, 
which  expired  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  and  now  they  were  yearlj 
tenantSt 
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Mr.  Joseph  B.  Ellis  said  that  tbe  motion  for  bringing  this 
subject  before  tbe  Conncil,  instead  of  it  being  dealt  witb  bj  the 
Finance  Committee,  was  carried  by  tbe  casting  vote  of  tbe  obairman. 
A  nnmber  of  tbe  members  of  the  committee,  inclading  members  of 
tbe  snb-committee,  thongbt  it  extremely  unwise  that  tbe  reduction 
shoald  be  made  in  tbe  manner  proposed  in  tbe  report.  Whaterer 
might  be  tbe  claim  of  Messrs.  Pyman,  Bell,  and  Co.  for  a 
reduction  of  tbe  rent,  it  was  a  very  bad  precedent  to  recommend 
that  tbe  rent  be  reduced  from  tbe  time  when  they  first  became 
tenants  of  tbe  wharf  and  shed.  Tbe  reason  given  for  this  course 
was,  that  Messrs.  Nielsen,  Andersen,  and  Co.  did  not  pay  tbe  same 
rent  in  proportion  to  tbe  extent  of  their  shed  and  wharf.  He  did 
not  think  that  the  fact  that  Messrs.  Nielsen,  Andersen,  and  Ca  bad 
happened  to  be  shrewder  in  making  terms,  was  a  sufficient  reason  for 
reducing  Messrs.  Pyman,  Bell,  and  Co.'s  rent  from  tbe  oommence- 
ment  of  their  tenancy.  As  to  whether  the  wharf  and  shed  could  be 
let  if  the  tenancy  ceased,  tbe  Coundl  must  consider  the  great 
aooommodation  such  a  place  was  to  a  firm  like  Messrs.  Pyman, 
Bell,  and  Ca;  steamers  came  there,  and  without  any  delay, 
discharged  into  the  warehouse ;  and  they  had  also  the  advantage— 
and  he,  as  a  merchant,  took  serious  objections  to  this — ^that, 
supposing  a  merchant  wished  to  discbarge  a  vessel,  and  there  was 
not  a  suitable  berth  at  other  parts  of  the  quay,  and  the  cargo  was 
discharged  at  Messrs.  Pyman,  Bell,  and  Oo.'s  wharf,  there  were  not 
only  tbe  river  and  quay  dues  to  pay,  but  also  a  charge  for  the  goods 
being  taken  through  the  shed.  If  Messrs.  Pyman,  Bell,  and  Co. 
were  paying  more  rent  than  the  shed  and  wharf  were  worth,  let  the 
Counol  meet  them  fairly,  hot  do  not  interfere  with  the  rent  afaready 
paid. 

Mr,  Temple  :  Have  Messrs.  Pyman,  Bell,  and  Co.  ever  applied 
for  a  reduction  of  the  rent  from  the  time  they  took  possession  ? 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Ellis:  Na  T  propose,  as  an  amendment,  that  the 
report  be  referred  back  to  the  committee  for  re-consideration. 

Mr.  Dean  seconded  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Heezell  said  the  course  proposed  by  the  committee  seemed 
an  unusual  one.  He  agreed  that  a  reduction  should  be  made  in 
the  rent ;  but  it  would  be  a  very  dangerops  precedent,  and  might 
place  the  Council  in  an  awkward  position  hereafter,  to  go  back  four 
years  with  the  reduction. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephbeson  said  he  failed  to  see  what  advantage  would 
be  gained  by  referring  the  report  back  to  the  committee.  If  the 
chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  were  willing,  he  (Aid. 
Stephenson)  would  also,  as  a  member,  be  willing  to  amend  the  report 
by  striking  out  tbe  reduction  for  past  years,  and  making  a  reduction 
of  £26  a  year  in  the  rent  from  the  current  year.  Mr.  Bell  appeared 
before  the  committee,  and  asked  for  what  he  called  a  V  substantial 
leduetion  **  of  the  rent.    Mr.  Bell  did  not  ask  the  committee  to  go 
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back  to  the  beginning  of  the  tenaacy,  aud  make  a  redaction  for  the 
whole  time. 

Mr.  Aid  Hbdlbt  said  that,  as  chairman  of  the  Finance  Oom- 
mitteCi  he  had  no  objection  to  adopt  Mr.  Aid*  Stephenaon's 
SDggestion. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Ellis  :  If  Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson's  suggestion  is 
agreed  to,  I  will  withdraw  my  amendment 

Mr.  YouLL  submitted  that  it  was  beyond  the  province  of  the 
chairman  of  that  committee  to  agree  to  Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson's 
suggestion.  The  subject  was  discussed  by  the  committee,  and  the 
£114  was  to  be  deducted  partly  to  compensate  Messr&  Pyman, 
Belli  &  Co.,  not  only  for  the  past,  but  also  for  the  future.  If  it 
was  to  be  only  a  reduction  of  £26  a  year  in  future  the  report 
should  be  referred  back  to  the  committee.  The  opinion  of  the 
Quayside  Committee  was  that,  if  there  were  no  deduction  for  the 
past,  the  reduction  in  the  rent  should  be  larger  than  £26  a  year. 

Mr.  HoLMBS  moved,  as  an  amendment,  the  omission  of  the  follow- 
ing portion  of  the  report :  "  And  that  Messrs.  Pyman  and  Bell  be 
allowed  out  of  the  ccrrent  year's  rent  the  sum  of  £114  16a  8d, 
being  £26  from  the  commencement  of  their  tenancy  on  the  1st 
June,  1878,  to  1st  November,  1882,"  and  the  addition  of  words  to  the 
effect  that  the  rent  be  reduced  £26  per  annum  from  May  1st,  1882. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Ellis  seconded  the  amendment 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Holmes  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  report,  as  amended,  was  confirmed. 

PROPOSED  public  FINE  ABT  GALLERT  AKD  SCHOOL  OF  ART. 

Mr.  Oarse  proposed  the  following  motion :  — *'  That,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Council,  the  time  has  arrived  when  an  effort  should 
be  made  to  establish,  in  the  City  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  a  Public 
Fine  Art  Qallery  and  School  of  Art ;  and  for  this  purpose  appoint 
a  committee  to  enquire  and  report  to  the  Council  as  to  the  best 
means  to  be  adopted  to  give  effect  to  this  opinion.  That  the  com- 
mittoe  consist  of  ten  members  of  Council,  with  power  to  add  to 
their  number  gentlemen  interested  in  this  question  not  members  of 
the  Council,  but  the  number  of  such  non-members  of  Council  shall 
not  exceed  seven."  He  said  that  he  had  been  met  with  the  objec- 
tion that  the  carrying  out  of  his  proposal  would  involve  an  increase 
of  taxation.  He  would  at  once  quieten  the  apprehensions  of  the 
gentlemen  who  raised  that  objection,  by  stating  that  the  Council 
had  not  the  power,  nor  had  he  the  will,  to  increase  the  taxation  of 
the  people  by  one  farthing  for  such  a  purpose.  Under  the  Public 
Libraries  Act  the  Council  had  a  certain  amount  of  power  to  appro- 
priate money  for  such  a  purpose  as  this  ;  but,  being  a  member  of 
the  Public  Library  Committee  of  Newcastle,  he  knew  that  the 
money  at  the  disposal  of  that  committee,  if  not  exhausted,  was  so 
fully  required  that  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  get  anything  firom 
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that  committee,  and,  therefore,  ha  woald  not  in  the  slightest  degree 
interfere  with  ihe  money  they  had  in  hand.  He  was  to-day  only 
asking  the  Gonndl  to  appoint  a  committee  to  enqnire  whether  or  not 
any  sdieme  could  be  suggested  and  brought  forward,  and  ultimately 
reoeive  the  approbation  of  the  Council,  for  establishing  a  public  fine 
art  gallery.  The  Council,  by  adopting  the  resolution,  would  be 
bound  to  nothing  except  to  the  opinion  that  *^  the  time  has  arrired 
when  an  effort  should  be  made  to  establish  '*  a  public  fine  art 
gallery  in  Newcastle  ;  and  if  that  were  the  opinion  of  the  Oouncili 
then  ihe  committee  would  have  to  enquire  and  find  out  whether 
there  was  any  chance  of  carrying  out  the  work  by  means  of  other 
sources  than  the  public  rates.  He  hoped,  if  his  idea  were  carried 
out,  that  the  Council  would  show  what  he  would  call  a  benevolent 
neutrality  in  the  matter.  Many  reasons  could  be  given  in  favour  of 
the  introduction  of  such  a  proposal  to  the  Council ;  but,  as  he 
desired  to  crush  the  arguments  into  as  small  a  compass  as  he  could, 
he  would  state  only  one  or  two  leading  reasons,  llie  first  point  he 
would  urge  was,  that  he  believed  the  establishment  of  a  fine  art 
gallery,  and  the  encouragement  of  fine  arts  by  any  means,  tended  to 
increase  the  morality  of  the  people.  There  was  no  doubt  at  all  that 
there  was  only  one  true  source  of  pure  morality,  and  that  came  from 
€k>d  Himself ;  but  the  Council,  as  the  governing  body  of  this  city, 
had  a  certain  amount  of  power  to  increase  or  decrease,  wittingly  or 
unwittingly,  the  morality  of  the  people  by  certain  acts  which  might 
be  passed.  Parliament  had  passed  acts,  many  of  which  had  a  moral, 
and  some  unfortunately  an  immoral,  tendency  ;  and  not  very  long 
ago  Mr.  Gladstone  had  a  budget,  which  was  called  the  '<  mortd 
budget,"  and  if  morality,  or  a  tendency  to  morality,  could  be  pro- 
duct out  of  such  things  as  figures,  surely  by  the  contemplation  of 
great  works  of  art  they  could  elevate  the  minds  of  the  people,  and, 
in  that  way,  increase  their  morality.  People  who  had  travelled 
upon  the  Continent,  and  visited  places  where  art  was  very  much 
encouraged,  would  know  that  in  those  countries  there  was  no  class 
corresponding  to  the  very  low,  degraded,  poor,  and  miserable  class 
seen  in  this  and  other  large  towns  in  this  country.  He  was 
not  prepared  to  attribute  the  presence  of  such  a  class  to 
the  want  of  art  galleries  and  art  schools ;  he  knew  there  were 
other  causes.  Drunkenness  was  one  cause,  but  drunken- 
ness was  in  itself  an  effect,  and  not  always  a  cause;  and 
one  of  the  causes  was  that  there  were  no  places  for  those  poor  people 
to  go  to  on  holidays,  or  when  their  work  was  concluded ;  and  they 
went  to  public-houses,  singing  saloons,  and  other  places  of  that 
kind.  ["  They  have  the  Free  Library  "].  Yes,  the  Free  Library 
was  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  Of  course,  people  could  sit  down 
at  their  own  firesides ;  but  the  Council  knew  that  that  was  not  the 
general  habit  of  the  people  of  tins  or  any  other  town.  People 
wanted  to  be  amused,  and  very  properly  so ;  and  he  contended  that 
a  public  art  gallery  in  a  city  like  Newcastle  would,  to  a  large  extent, 
tend  to  elevate  the  minds  of  the  people,    ^e  would  bring  forwiMrd 
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another  point  which  was,  perhaps,  of  more  Talue  in  a  commercial 
•city ;  and  that  was  a  monetary  point  of  view.  When  the  first 
exhibition  was  held  in  London — when  Prince  Albert  made  each 
great  efforts  to  promote  art  education  in  this  country — a  large 
number  of  workmen  visited  it,  and  wrote  reports  showing  <£o 
difference  between  their  work  and  the  work  of  foreigners.  From 
those  reports  he  learnt  that^  so  far  as  sound  and  substantial 
work  was  concerned,  the  British  workmen  were  able  to  hold 
their  own  against  the  workmen  of  any  other  country;  but, 
so  far  as  art  work  was  concerned,  the  British  workmen 
were  much  behind  others.  That  matter  was  taken  up  at 
the  time,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  surplus  funds  from  the 
exhibition  were  used  to  establish  science  and  art  classes  in  this 
country.  Those  classes  had  been  carried  on  for  twenty-five  or  thirty 
years,  and  what  was  the  result  1  He  visited  the  French  Exhibition, 
which  was  held  in  1876  or  1878,  and  saw  a  striking  contrast 
between  the  English  work  there  and  that  seen  in  the  Exhibition  of 
1851.  The  English  work  comprised  the  very  best  productions ; 
and  two  suites  of  furniture  for  drawing  and  dining  rooms,  the  pro- 
duction of  London  citiaens,  were  bought  by  a  French  gentleman,  and 
a  very  large  number  of  orders  for  fine  art  work  were  sent  to  London 
as  a  result  of  the  excellent  exhibits  shown  at  the  Paris  Exhibition. 
That  clearly  showed  that,  even  in  a  monetary  point  of  view,  art 
education  was  of  great  assistance  in  bringing  work  to  this  country. 
Other  cities  and  boroughs  have  awakened  to  the  importance  of 
the  subject,  and  in  the  past  ten  or  twelve  years  public  art  galleries 
have  been  established ;  and  the  Town  Clerk  and  Mr.  Amos  had  been 
kind  enough  to  assist  him  in  getting  information  from  other  towns. 
Birmingham  has  an  art  gallery  and  school  maintained  out  of  the 
Library  Bate  ;  there  has  been  a  new  gallery  built,  which  is  open 
free  of  charge,  and  the  attendance  had  been  very  satisfactory. 
Bradford  has  an  art  gallery  and  museum,  maintained  under  the 
Act ;  the  cost  for  1881  was  £119,  and  was  visited  during  1881  by 
211,498  persons.  Liverpool  has  an  art  gallery  assisted  by  the 
corporation ;  it  was  instituted  in  1871,  and  from  that  time  to  1881 
inclusive,  £21,222  19s.  has  been  paid  for  admissions ;  there  have 
been  sold  pictures  of  the  money  value  of  £101,024  4s.  6d.,  and  the 
commission  received  on  the  sales  was  £4,749  lOs.  lid. ;  there  have 
been  purchased  for  the  gallery  86  paintings  valued  at  £13,607  ; 
and  the  attendance  in  1881  was  484,402.  Manchester  has  a  special 
Act,  passed  in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  for  the  establishment 
of  an  art  gallery  at  a  charge  of  £2,000  per  annum  ;  and  he'  could 
not  }et  state  what  was  going  to  be  done.  Nottingham  has  an  art 
gallery  and  school  maintained  out  of  the  rates ;  admission  free  on 
certain  days;  and  in  1881,  it  was  visited  by  223,406  persons. 
Sunderland  has  an  art  gallery,  which  commenced  with  a  loan  exhibi- 
tion in  1880  ;  it  has  now  56  very  fine  pictures,  presented  and 
bought  from  profits ;  the  charge  for  admission  is  one  penny ; 
iKid  daring  last  Christmas  week  it  was  visited  by  12,000  persons. 
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The  Boyal  Sooiiiali  Academy  at  Edinburgh  has  been  in  exiatenoe 
56  yeara.  He  bad  a  relative  living  in  Glasgow,  from  whom 
he  bad  received  a  long  report,  in  which  he  stated  : — **  Under 
the  Parks  and  Galleries  Trnst  Act  of  1859,  the  public  are  rated  to 
the  extent  of  twopence  in  the  ponnd  rental  ;  hot  we  consider 
it  well  spent  money;  indeed  it  is  donbtfnl  if  in  any  city  in 
Great  Britain  such  advantages  are  secured  at  so  low  a  figure. 
There  are  annual  and  permanent  exhibitions,  and  are  attended  by 
hundreds  of  thousands/'  In  Stirling  there  is  a  museum  and  picture 
gallery,  which  was  chiefly  provided  by  an  artist,  who  bequeathed 
money  to  the  town.  Members  of  the  Council  would  be  aware  that 
in  this  dty  and  neighbourhood  there  had  arisen  a  large  number  of 
first-class  artists  :  he  was  not  referring  to  living  artists.  Among 
the  great  artists  of  this  district  were  George  Balmer,  Ewebank, 
Bewick,  the  Bichardsons,  Gray,  Clennell,  H.  P.  Parker,  Mole, 
Humble,  Henzell,  the  Dalziels,  Train,  Johnston,  Nicholson,  and 
Atkinson  [''  and  Carmichael  and  John  Martin  "] ;  and  it  was  a  wonder 
to  him  that  a  town  which  had  given  rise  to  so  mauy  excellent  artists, 
had  not  yet  established  a  public  art  gallery.  Exhibitions  of  paintings 
had  been  held  in  Newcastle,  but  they  had  been  private  exhibitions. 
Tbe  elder  Richardson  had  exhibitions  in  Brunswick  Place,  in  1822  ; 
and  he  and  Parker  commenced  the  Academy  of  Arts  in  Blackett  Street, 
which  was  opened  with  an  exhibition  in  1 828.  That  Academy  of  Arts 
never  made  the  progress  it  ought  to  have  done,  and  now  it  was  used  as 
a  sale  room  by  Messrs.  Davison.  Sundry  polytechnic  exhibitions  had 
been  held  in  Newcastle,  and  twelve  or  fourteen  years  ago  an  exhibi- 
tion was  held  in  connection  with  the  Mechanics'  Institute,  and  in  five 
weeks  a  profit  of  £450  was  made.  What  is  the  present  condition 
of  art  education  in  this  city  1  An  article,  written  by  Mr.  Richard 
Welford,  appeared  in  the  Art  Journal  of  October  last,  in  which 
the  writer  stated,  in  effect,  that  while  Tyneside  was  famous 
for  its  scientific  productions,  and  the  encouragement  given  to 
science  in  its  midst,  its  art  education  was  behind,  and  the 
small  encouragement  given  to  its  native  artists  drove  them 
to  seek  in  sunnier  climes  the  support  denied  to  them  here. 
That  was  very  much  to  be  regretted.  If  encouragement  had  been 
given  in  the  way  he  proposed,  the  artists  would  not  ha?e  left  this 
city,  but  would  have  remained  among  us.  With  respect  to  recent 
exhibitions,  he  thought  Mr.  Crawhall  had  done  perfect  wonders  at 
the  Assembly  Rooms  in  tbe  way  he  had  brought  out  the  pictures, 
and  got  light  to  bear  npon  them ;  but  those  exhibitions  unfortunately 
had  not  been  attended  with  monetary  succesa  There  was  also  an 
Art  Gallery  kept  by  Messrs.  Barkas  and  Tweedy,  and  he  could 
sincerely  say  that  Newcastle  was  very  much  obliged  to  those 
gentlemen.  He  trusted  Messrs.  Barkas  and  Tweedy  would  not 
consider  tliat  this  proposition  would  at  all  militate  against  their 
Art  Grallery ;  because  his  opinion  was,  that  wherever  the  love  of 
art  was  encouraged,  the  sale  of  pictures  increased.  All  the  exhi- 
biuous  he  Jiad  alluded  to  had  been  private;  but  if  the  CottncU 
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establifllied  a  galleiy  they  would  find  many  gentlemen  who  wonld 
oontribnte  pictures  and  other  works  of  art  to  a  public  gallery, 
and  which,  of  course,  they  could  not  be  expected  to  give  to  a 
private  gallery, 

Mr.  RiGHASDSON  :  Gifts ) 

Mr.  Carsb  :  Yes,  gifts.  A  deputation  of  gentlemen  had  called 
the  attention  of  the  Oonncil  to  the  Newcastle  School  of  Art  Mr. 
Way,  the  present  teacher,  laboured  under  considerable  difficulties ; 
he  had  now  about  240  pupils,  and  had  only  a  couple  of  corridors  or 
passages  for  their  accommodation.  If  an  art  gallery  were  established, 
accommodation  could  be  provided  in  the  building  for  the  School  of 
Art,  and  perhaps  a  rent  might  be  charged.  He  ihoaght  the  present 
was  a  proper  time  to  introduce  this  question.  Newcastle  had  now 
become  a  city,  and  it  could  not  be  a  complete  city  until  a  picture 
gallery  was  established.  We  had  got  a  Bishop  who  would  elevate 
the  people  in  one  way,  and  it  was  the  datj  of  the  Council  to  elevate 
them  in  another  way. 

Mr.  Holmes  asked  Mr.  Oarse  if  he  had  ascertained  the  results  of 
the  Art  Gallery  at  York  ? 

Mr.  Oabsb  :  I  have  not. 

Mr.  Holmes  said  the  York  Art  Gallery  was  an  excellent  institu- 
tion, and  Mr.  Hargreaves,  the  secretary,  wonld  give  him  information 
respecting  it 

Mr.  Oliver  seconded  the  motion.  He  said  it  could  not  be 
expected  that  our  artizans  and  artificers  would  be  cnltared  if  they 
had  not  an  art  school  to  study  in,  and  a  place  where  they  could  see 
pictures  and  other  works  of  art.  Sach  institutions  were  to  be  found 
in  nearly  every  town  of  importance  in  England,  and  on  the  Continent 
art  galleries  wonld  be  fonnd  in  all  the  small  towns. 

Mr.  Barkas  said  nothing  but  the  necessities  of  the  case  would 
have  induced  him  to  say  a  word  upon  this  subject  The  proposal 
made  by  Mr.  Carse  was  an  important  one,  and  the  Council  should 
give  a  Httle  consideration  to  it,  even  before  they  went  so  far  as  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  make  the  requisite  investigation.  The 
exhibitions  which  Mr.  Carse  had  referred  to  as  having  been  held  in 
Newcastle  had  all  been  failures  ;  and  they  had  been  failnres,  not  so 
far  Ai  the  pictures  were  concerned,  but  only  so  far  as  the  patronage 
of  the  public  was  concerned.  Beference  had  been  made  to  the 
labours  of  Ewebank,  Bichardson,  Carmichael,  Parker,  and  others, 
who  had  made  Newcastle  famous ;  and  those  gentlemen  established 
an  art  gallery  of  a  small  kind  in  Brunswick  Place,  and  a  larger  one 
in  Blackett  Street,  and  the  eihibitions  met  with  practically  no 
success  whatever.  A  more  recent  attempt  had  been  made  to 
supply  art  for  Newcastle,  through  the  instrumentality  of  gentle- 
men whose  wealth,  intelligence,  and  position  should  almost  com- 
mand successi  and  yet  the    exhibitions    in    the    l»st    three  or 
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four  jeaiB  had  been  failaree;  the  financial  deficiency  of  the 
Insi  exhibition  had  been  greater  than  in  any  previons  year,  and, 
although  he  would  not  like  to  speak  positively,  he  believed  it  was 
probable  that,  in  consequence  of  the  loss  sustained,  these  exhibitions 
would  not  be  continued.  Persons  who  had  visited  the  art 
galleries  at  Liverpool,  Edinburgh,  and  other  places,  knew  perfectly 
well  that  they  were  flat,  dull,  uninteresting  affairs.  At  Liverpool 
there  were  a  number  of  portraits  and  excellent  pictures ;  but  when 
people  had  seen  them  once,  they  were  tired  of  seeing  them  again. 
It  was  quite  true  that  in  Edinburgh  there  was  a  national  institutiou, 
but  it  was  a  comparatively  dull  exhibition,  and  persons  passed 
through  it  in  the  most  listless  manner,  and  got  no  apparent  benefit 
from  it.  The  great  secret  of  the  success  of  any  exhibition  was  variety ; 
and  the  reason  why  the  Eoyal  Academy  Exhibition  in  London  was 
so  crowded  was  that  the  pictures  were  new,  and  people  knew  they 
would  have  only-  that  opportunity  of  seeing  them.  A  comparatively 
small  number  of  people,  beyond  strangers,  ever  visited  the  National 
Gallery.  He  agreed  with  Mr.  Carse  that  it  was  desirable  to  have 
some  place  in  Newcastle  to  put  pictures  given  by  gentlemen  for 
permanent  exhibition ;  but  it  was  undesirable  to  go  to  any  great 
permanent  expense  in  the  matter.  There  were  three  art  schools  in 
Newcastle.  There  was  the  Art  School  in  connection  with  the  Free 
Library,  which  he  believed  was  very  well  conducted,  and  which  was 
particularly  well  managed  under  the  late  Councillor  Green.  There 
was  the  Art  School  at  Bath  Lane,  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Buther- 
ford;  and  he  admitted 'that  that  school  was  doing  admirable  work, 
and  was  not  asking  for  any  money,  except  as  voluntary  contributions. 
Then  there  was  the  Art  School  carried  on  in  a  building  adjoining 
the  Literary  and  Philosophical  Institute,  and  in  connection  with 
the  London  Institute.  He  admitted  that  the  building  in  which  the 
last  named  school  was  carried  on  was  very  improper  for  the  purpose, 
and  if  the  gentlemen  connected  with  it,  instead  of  coming  to  the 
Ck>rporation,  would  exert  themselves  a  little,  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  providing  a  suitable  building.  He  had  no  desire  to 
throw  any  impediment  in  the  way  of  a  project  which  would  promote 
the  advancement  of  art  in  this  or  any  other  district ;  but  he  hoped 
the  Council,  before  taking  any  steps,  would  consider  the  merits  and 
demerits  of  the  whole  matter. 

Mr.  YouLL  said  that  the  Council,  if  they  accepted  Mr.  Carse's 
motion,  would  commit  themselves  to  the  declaration  "  that  the  time 
has  arrived  when  an  effort  should  be  made  to  establish  "  a  Public 
Art  Gallery  and  School  of  Art  He  declined  to  commit  himself  to 
that  assertion,  and  moved  as  an  amendment  :-^*^  That  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  enquire  into,  and  report  to  the  Council,  whether  or 
not  the  time  has  arrived  when  an  effort  should  be  made  to  establish 
a  Public  Fine  Art  Gallery  and  School  of  Art.'' 

Mr.  BowDiH  seconded  the  amendment.  He  agreed  with  a  great 
deal  of  what  Mr.  Carse  had  stated,  but  many  members  of  the 
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Council  were  not  ready  to  say  that  the  time  had  arrived  for 
establishing  an«Art  Gallery,  wiUioat  haying  further  information* 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  said  Mr.  Carse  had  not  informed  the 
Council  where  the  money  to  carry  out  the  scheme  was  to  come  from. 
He  understood  from  Mr.  Carse  that  picture  galleries  had  been 
proyided  in  some  towns  without  cost  to  the  ratepayers.  At  Liyerpool 
a  gift  was  made  by  Mr.  Walker.  Did  Mr.  Carse  wish  the  Council 
to  belieye  that  a  gallery  would  be  provided  in  Newcastle  by  voluntary 
effort,  and  that  the  receipts  for  admission  would  be  sufficient  to  pay  the 
annual  cost  of  maintenance  ?  The  Council  could  not  disguise  from 
themselves  the  fact  that,  sooner  or  later,  they  must  tackle  the 
question  of  providing  a  new  Town  Hall.  They  could  not  tolerate 
the  intolerable  state  of  things  which  existed  in  the  present  Town 
Hall  buildings  much  longer ;  and  it  was  a  question  whether  a  large 
committee — it  might  be  a  committee  of  the  whole  Council — should 
not  be  appointed  to  view  the  whole  question,  and  see  whether  the 
time  had  not  arrived  for  building  a  new  Town  Hall,  and  offices  for 
the  Corporation  staff ;  and  a  corner  of  the  new  buildings  might  be 
devoted  to  the  purpose  named  by  Mr.  Carse. 

Mr.  Hbnsell  expressed  his  sympathy  with  the  object  Mr.  Carse 
had  in  view ;  and  suggested  whether  it  would  not  be  desirable  to 
refer  the  subject  to  the  Public  Library  Committee,  instead  of  to  a 
special  committee.  One  of  the  objects  originally  contemplated  in 
connection  with  the  Public  Library,  was  ihe  establishment  of  an 
Art  Gallery  and  Museum ;  but  the  committee  had  been  compelled 
to  take  the  hall  intended  for  a  museum,  and  use  it  for  the  reference 
library.  If  the  Public  Library  building  was  extended  on  the 
land  in  Higham  Place  there  could  be  provided  room  for  an  Art 
Gallery. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  :  It  is  not  a  central  position. 

Mr.  Gbat  said  the  art  gallery  at  York  had  been  referred  to,  and, 
as  he  was  one  of  the  guarantors  in  connection  with  it,  he  might  give 
the  Council  some  information  respecting  it  The  building  originated 
in  an  exhibition  (something  of  the  same  kind  as  had  recently  been 
at  Tynemouth)  held  at  York  about  twelve  years  ago,  and  from 
which  £3,000  profit  was  realised.  A  few  years  ago  another 
exhibition  was  held  at  York,  partly  in  a  temporary  and  partly  in  a 
permanent  building,  and  some  gentlemen  were  guarantors  for 
amounts  ranging  from  £50  to  £200,  and  from  that  exhibition 
£7,000  profits  were  realised,  making  altogether  £10,000,  and  the 
committee  expended  that  £10,000  on  the  building.  One  gentleman 
who  had  resided  near  York,  died  about  a  month  ago,  and  bequeathed 
his  pictures,  of  the  value  of  something  like  £15,000,  to  the  City  of 
York;  and  if  the  city  had  not  had  a  building  in  which  pictures  oonld  be 
exhibited,  the  city  would  not  have  received  such  a  gift.  The  Cor- 
poration of  York  gave  a  piece  of  land,  and  cleared  away  some  build- 
ings so  as  to  make  a  better  approach,  and  the  cost  to  the  Corporation 
was  about  £2)000. 
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Mr.  DixON  said  the  arguments  pat  forth  by  Mr.  Barkas  were  the 
strongest  ones  in  favoar  of  the  motion.  Why  had  art  exhibitions 
failed  in  Newcastle  1  Becanse  there  was  in  Newcastle  a  want  of 
higher  art.  If  proper  means  of  cnltiyation  were  provided  it  would 
be  found  in  due  time  that  there  would  be  no  great  failures  in 
connection  with  art  exhibitions,  as  in  the  past. 

Mr.  Aid.  Cail  said  the  suggestion  made  by  Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson 
with  respect  to  a  new  Town  Hall  should  be  considered  in  conjunction 
with  the  proposal  made  by  Mr.  Carse.  The  present  Town  Hall 
was  a  very  improper  place  in  which  to  hold  a  large  meeting,  and 
ihe  Council  should  consider  the  subject  before  anything  serious 
happened. 

Mr.  Cabsb  said  that  if  a  Public  Art  GkJlery  was  establiished  in 
Newcastle  a  yearly  spring  exhibition  might  be  held.  The  Schools 
of  Art  in  connection  with  the  Public  Library  and  Bath  Lane 
SchoolB  were  connected  with  the  Science  and  Art  Department,  and 
did  not  go  into  the  details  of  the  fine  arts  in  the  same  way  as  was 
done  at  the  School  of  Art,  near  the  Literary  and  Philosophical 
Institute.  He  agreed  with  Mr.  Henzell  that  the  Public  Library 
Committee  would  have  been  the  proper  committee  to  consider  this 
subject,  but  all  the  money  at  the  dii^posal  of  that  committee  was 
taken  up,  and  the  space  was  already  too  limited  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  readerp.  He  agreed  to  accept  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  YoulL 

The  motion,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  YouU,  was  agreed  to  unani- 
mously. 

Mr.  Oabsx  proposed  that  the  following  be  the  committee:— The 
Mayor,  Sheriff,  Aldermen  Oregson  and  Stephenson,  and  Messrs. 
Browne^  Newton,  Oliyer,  Holmes,  Carse,  and  Gray. 

Mr.  YouLL  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  fca 

JDOOS  nr  THB  LXASXS  PABX. 

Mr.  Btxphxvb  moved:— 

That  clause  seren  of  the  bye-laws  for  the  regoktioa  and  maasAement  of 
the  Leases  Park,  via:—" No  d(^ shall  be  adnutted  or  be  ia  theFark^'be 
altered  and  amended  so  as  to  reM :  '<  Bogs  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Park 
cnly  when  led  l^  a  string  or  chain  by  their  owner  or  other  permm  in  diaige 
of  the  same.'* 

— He  said  there  was  a  bye-law  stating  that  no  dogs  would  be 
admitted  into  the  parks ;  but  he  understood  that,  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  a  certain  gentieman  who  was  ill,  and  who  had  a  great 
&acy  for  his  dog,  tl^  Parks  Committee  passed  a  resolution  to  the 
effect  that  <<  dogs  shall  be  admitted  into  the  parks  only  when  led  by 
a  string  or  chain  by  their  owner,  or  other  person  in  charge  of  the 
same."  That  resolution  applied  to  all  the  parks  excepting  the 
Leases  Park ;  and  he  now  asked  that  it  be  applied  to  the  Leases 
Park    Ladies  had  complained  to  him  upon  this  subject ;   and  if 
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they  led  their  dogs  by  a  chain  no  barm  could  enane.  Oolonel 
CoUingwood,  who  lived  in  DevonBhire  Terrace,  had  to  go  to  the 
Barracks  every  morning,  and  his  nearest  way  was  by  the  Leases 
Park ;  sometimes  his  dog  followed  him  and  he  could  not  go  through 
the  park  The  Council  should  put  the  Leases  Park  in  the  same 
position  as  were  the  other  parks  in  connection  with  this  subject 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Ellis  seconded  the  motion.  He  said  there  could 
be  no  objection  to  people  taking  dogs  through  the  park,  if  the  dogs 
were  led  by  strings  or  chains. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Smith  opposed  the  motion.  There  were  a  great  many 
fowls  in  the  Leases  Park.  If  dogs  were  admitted  they  might  get 
loose  and  do  injury,  and  the  people  when  found  fault  with  might  say 
ihey  lost  hold  of  tibeir  dogs  only  for  a  moment  The  bye-laws  were 
sanctioned  by  the  Home  Secretary,  and  could  not  be  altered  without 
his  approval. 

Mr.  Newton  said  there  was  a  bye-law  prohibiting  the  admis- 
sion of  dogs  into  the  parks;  and  the  Parks  Committee  received 
very  many  complaints  of  the  hardship  that  the  general  bye-law  made 
no  distinction  between  dogs  running  loose,  and  little  dogs  led  by  a 
chain  or  string.  The  Parks  Committee  had  no  power  to  alter  the 
bye-law,  but  they  instructed  the  officials  at  the  parks  not  to  see 
small  dogs;  and,  since  their  offioers  had  been  blind  in  this  particular 
matter,  tiiere  had  been  no  disturbance  to  the  fowls. 

Mr.  J.  Baxtbe  Ellis  said  it  was  a  great  nuisance  to  have  in 
the  parks,  dogs,  either  with  strings,  or  without  strings.  He  asked 
if  the  committee  had  received  any  letters  from  CoL  ColUngwood. 

Mr.  C.  8.  Smith  said  the  Town  Moor  Management  Committee 
had  received  from  Colonel  CoUingwood  an  application  to  be  allowed 
to  take  his  dog  through  the  Leases  Park.  Colonel  CoUingwood 
took  his  dog  to  the  park  and  was  remonstrated  with  by  the  park 
keeper ;  and  the  Colonel  wrote  to  the  committee,  from  whom  he 
received  a  courteous  reply  stating  that  admission  of  dogs  was  against 
the  r^ulations. 

Mr.  BiCHABDBON  hopcd  the  Council  wotdd  not  adopt  the  motion. 
Little  children  went  to  the  Park,  and  he  objected  to  them  mnnixig 
the  risk  of  being  worried  by  dogs. 

The  TowH  Clbek  said  that  the  alteration  which  Mr.  Stephens 
asked  for  necessitated  the  repeal  of  the  present  bye-law,  and  the 
passing  of  a  new  bye-law,  and  that  could  not  be  done  to-day. 
Bye-laws  must  be  repealed  at  a  quarter^  meeting,  or  at  an 
adjourned  quarterly  meeting ;  and  the  present  meeting  was  not  an 
acyourmnent  of  a  quarterly  meeting. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  :  This  is  an  adjourned  meeting. 

The  Town  Clekk  :  No,  this  is  not  an  acyoumed  meeting.  I 
think  it  would  have  bera  better  if  you  had  adjourned  the  last 
meeting,  but  you  did  not  do  so.    I  would  suggest  to  Mr.  Stephesui 
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that  he  Aovld  do  what  other  gentlemen  have  done — apply  to  the 
Town  Moor  Management  Committee  to  do  what  has  been  done  bj 
the  Parks  Committee. 

Mr.  Stbpheks  suggested  that  the  Town  Moor  Management 
Committee  give  an  order,  in  accordance  with  the  motion,  to  the  Park 
keeper^  and  try  it  for  three  months.  (''No,  na")  He  asked 
Mr.  C.  S.  Smith  to  bring  the  subject  fayourably  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  allow  him  to  attend  the  meeting. 

Mr.  0.  S.  Smith  :  If  Mr.  Stephens  will  make  application  to  the 
Town  Moor  Management  Committee  it  will  receive  consideration. 

Mr.  Stbphsns  :  I  shall  do  so  in  the  interest  of  the  town 
generally,  and  not  for  any  individual. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn. 

BALLAST   HILLS  BURIAL  OBOUND. 

Mr.  Hbnbbll  called  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  condition 
of  the  Burial  Oround  at  the  Ballast  Hills,  near  the  Onsebum. 
He  said  that  by  a  former  notice  placed  upon  the  agenda — and 
which  was  so  summarily  dealt  with  at  the  meeting  of  the  Council  in 
September  last — he  had  intended  to  ask  the  Council  to  sanction  the 
payment  of  a  certain  amount  of  money  in  laying  out  the  Burial 
Ground  at  the  Ballast  Hills,  and  planting  trees  there ;  but  since  then 
he  had  received  information  which  had  made  him  alter  the  terms 
of  the  motion,  and  in  order  to  make  his  purpose  clear  he  would, 
with  the  permission  of  the  Council,  say  a  few  words  as  to  its  history. 
The  Ballast  Hill  Barial  Ground,  although  not  one  of  the  oldest  in 
the  district,  dated  back  to  a  time  more  distant  than  was  commonly 
sopposed.  According  to  the  late  Mr.  John  Bell,  of  Gkteshead,  the 
ground  was  used  as  a  place  of  interment  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  or  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  James 
I,  and,  being  the  only  place  in  the  nature  of  a  public  cemetery  in 
Newcastle,  it  was  very  much  used.  From  1794  to  1825  Uiere 
were  16,000  persons  buried  in  the  ground.  Previous  to 
1785  the  burial  ground  was  unenclosed,  and  in  that  year  the 
inhabitants  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Ballast  Hills  petitioned  the 
Corporation  for  permission  to  enclose  the  ground.  The  Corporation 
granted  that  permission ;  and  the  greater  part  of  the  ground  was 
enclosed,  and  the  cost  was  defrayed  by  sabscriptions.  In  1825  the 
wall  surrounding  the  ground  was  in  a  dilapidated  condition,  and 
another  petition  was  presented  to  the  Corporation,  asking  leaye  to 
repair  the  old  railing  or  to  put  up  another  railing ;  and  the  Corpora- 
tion granted  the  permission,  and  stipulated  that  a  new  railii^  and 
wall  should  be  put  up,  and  also  granted  an  additional  portion  of 
ground,  on  the  north  side  of  the  burial  ground,  upon  which  two 
cottages  were  built ;  and  that  made  the  enclosure  nearly  two  acres 
in  extent  ;  the  cost  being  defrayed  by  the  public.  In  1831  a  lease 
was  granted  to  certain  trustees  under  certain  conditions,  and  one 
eondition  was  that  not  more  than  ds.  6d.  was  to  be  charged  for  eacb 
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bnriali  and  a  portion  of  that  money — he  thought  eizpeDoe — 
was  to  be  paid  to  the  Corporation;  and  another  condition 
was  to  keep  the  wall  and  railing  in  sufficient  repair.  In 
1858  the  tmstees  asked  the  Corporation  to  take  the  bnrial 
ground  into  their  own  hands ;  and  afterwards  other  persons  applied 
for  a  lease  of  the  gronnd,  and  in  1854  a  lease  was  granted  for  20 
years  on  the  payment  of  5s.  a  year.  The  rent  obtained  by  the 
tmstees  from  the  cottages  amounted  to  something  like  £5  a  year, 
and  there  was  also  a  revenue  from  the  eatage  of  the  grass.  He 
supposed  the  difference  between  the  £5  and  the  5b.  would  be  ex- 
pended in  repairs,  and,  if  that  were  not  so,  he  presumed  there 
would  be  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees  a  sum  of  money  available  for 
such  a  purposa  At  the  present  time  certain  repairs  were  needed. 
On  the  east  side  of  the  burial  ground,  contiguous  to  the  deposit 
known  as  the  cinder  heap,  were  quantities  of  material,  and  ashes  and 
stone  which  had  been  washed  down  by  rain  until  they  had  filled  up 
the  inside  of  the  borial  ground  to  the  height  of  the  wall;  and  every 
time  there  was  heavy  rain  more  material  came  down,  and  the 
accumulation  was  increasing.  The  wall  all  ronnd  needed  pointing, 
and  at  one  comer  several  stones  were  out,  and  if  a  few  more  came 
out  a  portion  of  the  railings  would  fall  down.  There  had  been  no 
interments  for  well  nigh  thirty  years,  and  in  his  opinion  the  time 
had  now  come  when  the  Council  should  have  the  custody  of  the 
place.  He  proposed  **  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee 
to  consider  whether  it  is  desirable  to  terminate  the  present  tenancy 
of  the  Ballast  HUls  Burial  Oround,  with  a  view  to  the  ground  being 
laid  out  for  the  convenience  of  the  public ;  and  report  to  the  Council." 
Since  the  expiration  of  the  lease  in  1874,  matters  had  been  allowed 
to  go  on  as  before  on  the  payment  of  5s.  a  year  by  the  trustees.  It 
was  a  very  ancient  burial  place,  and  many  people  whose  relatives 
were  interred  there  must  be  interested  in  the  preservation  of  the 
ground.  There  was  not  a  walk  now  in  the  place.  At  one  time 
there  was  a  walk,  but  it  had  been  overgrown  by  grasa 

Mr.  Cook  seconded  the  motion.  He  said  he  was  one  of  the 
tmstees  of  the  borial  ground.  Many  generations  of  his  family  were 
interred  there,  and  he  therefore  felt  an  interest  in  the  place.  He 
hoped  Mr.  Henzeli's  proposal  would  be  carried  out,  and  the  ground 
be  to  some  extent  beautified  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  living  in 
the  district 

Agreed  to. 

PBOPOSBD  BATHS  AT  THE  BAST  AND  WBST  ENDS  OF  NBWOASTLB. 

Mr.  Newton  proposed  "  That  it  be  an  instrnction  to  the  Finanoe 
Committee  to  select  suitable  sites  for  public  baths  in  the  Elswick 
and  Byker  districts,  and  report  the  same  to  the  Council.'*  He  said 
that  one  of  the  first  duties  of  the  Corporation  was  to  provide  public 
baths  and  wash-honses  for  the  artizan  populations.  Every  densely 
populated  district  should  have  such  an  establishment  in  its  centre ; 
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it  was  abeolntely  neoesstty  for  the  health  of  the  oommnmij.  The 
last  occasion  apon  which  the  Corporation  established  pabHc  baths 
and  waah-honses  was  about  twenty-fire  years  ago,  at  Gktllowgate. 
Since  that  time  Newcastle  had  grown  immensely ;  the  popnlation 
had  abont  doubled,  and  the  then  snbarbe  of  Westgate,  Elswick,  and 
Byker  had  been  added  to  the  borough.  When  the  Gallowgate 
Baths  and  Wash  Houses  were  opened  Scotswood  Road  was  a 
country  lane,  and  Byker  a  village  ;  and  now  the  population  of  the 
three  districts  which  he  had  named  was  almost  equal  to  half  the 
population  of  the  entire  city.  Those  districts  were  chiefly  occupied 
by  members  of  the  artizan  class  who  could  not  hare  the  luxury  of 
baths  in  their  own  houses,  and  the  Corporation  therefore  ought  to 
afford  them  facilities  of  procuring  baths  by  means  of  the  public 
treasury.  It  had  been  stated  that  public  baths  did  not  pay. 
Parliament  did  not  allow  the  Corporation  to  make  a  profit  out  of 
public  baths  ;  but  he  submitted  that  a  well  deyised  scheme  of  baths, 
constructed  on  better  principles  than  hitherto,  and  managed  with  an 
efficiency  which  the  Corporation  did  not  always  show  in  the  conduct  of 
its  affairs,  might  be  made  self-snpporting.  But,  were  that  the  case 
or  not,  the  question  was  one  of  necessity.  A  bath  was  as  necessary 
for  the  workman  after  his  week's  toil  as  it  was  for  the  gentleman. 
In  cases  of  sickness,  a  bath  was  absolutely  necessary.  If  a  working 
man  residing  at  St.  Anthony's  or  St  Peter's  was  ordered  by  his 
medical  attendant  to  take  a  bath,  he  would  haye  to  go  to  the  New 
Road  Baths ;  and  a  man  residing  at  the  west  part  of  Scotswood  or 
Elswick  Roads  would  have  to  go  to  the  Gallowgate  Baths  ;  and  the 
risk  attending  the  walking  of  such  a  distance  would  be  so  great  as 
to  jeopardise  the  good  results  to  be  expected  from  the  bath.  The 
residents  at  the  east  and  west  ends  of  the  town  were  really  cut  off 
from  the  baths  altogether.  The  Council  ought  not  to  allow  this 
state  of  things  to  exist  any  longer ;  they  ought  to  admit  the  prin- 
ciple that  upon  the  Corporation  rested  the  obligation  to  provide 
baths  and  wash-houses  in  densely  populated  districts,  and  instruct 
the  Baths  and  Washhouses  Committee-^which  was  a  sub-committee 
of  the  Finance  Committee — to  select  suitable  sites.  He  did  not 
wish  to  fetter  the  committee  with  any  definite  scheme.  It  might 
be  thought  desirable  to  have  baths  erected  near  the  top  of  Arthur's 
Hill,  as  well  as  at  Scotswood  Road  and  Byker. 

The  Sexbiff  had  much  pleasure  in  seconding  the  motion.  He 
said  the  financial  results  of  the  three  existing  public  baths  did  not 
hold  out  much  prospect  of  any  pecuniary  gain  being  made  from 
public  baths  ;  but  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  there  were  at  the 
east  and  west  ends  of  Newcastle,  a  large  number  of  respectable  and 
industrious  people  who  had  not  baths  in  their  own  houses,  and  who 
were  persons  who  would  be  quite  able  to  appreciate  the  benefit  of 
public  baths,  and  be  likely  to  make  large  use  of  them.  Considering 
the  benefit  to  be  gained  in  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  he  thought  the 
Council  would  be  justified  in  risking  the  expenditure  to  provide 
additional  baths.     Probably  each  establishment  would  cost  about 
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£7,000,  and  that  wonld  mean  aomething  like  £280  a  year  added  to 
the  rateB,  or  £560  for  two  e8tabliBhment&  The  three  existing 
public  baths  were  all  near  tbe  centre  of  the  town,  and  the  ezpenses 
of  them  were  charged  to  the  town  generally,  and  it  was  scarcely  fair 
that  the  residents  at  tbe  east  and  west  ends,  who  paid  their 
proportion  of  rates,  shonld  not  be  able  to  enjoy  Uie  benefits  arising 
from  the  use  of  baths. 

Mr.  FuRHBSS  said  a  veiy  large  nnmber  of  the  working  classes 
li^ed  in  the  Westgate  district,  and  they  also  shonld  hare  baths 
provided  near  their  homes.  The  motion  should  include  Westgate, 
as  well  as  Byker  and  Scotswood  Road. 

Mr.  Gray,  after  detailing  the  efforts  of  himself  and  others  in  past 
years  to  get  baths  and  wash-houses  erected  at  Elswick,  said  he 
believed  the  failure  to  erect  the  building  had  not  arisen  from  any 
want  of  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Council.  Any  one  who  had 
seen  how  the  people  used  the  baths  at  New  Road  and  Gallowgate, 
would  admit  that  it  was  desirable  to  have  similar  institutions  in 
other  parts  of  the  City.  Poor  people  found  it  a  great  convenienoe 
to  be  able  to  go  to  a  public  wash-house,  where  they  could  wash 
and  dry  their  clothes.  It  was  proverbial  that  many  people  made 
the  washing  day  at  home  an  excuse  to  go  to  a  public  house ;  and  if 
the  Corporation  gave  increased  facilities  for  washing  and  drying 
clothes  at  a  small  cost  in  public  establishments,  a  great  benefit 
would  be  conferred  upon  the  community.  Power  was  given  under 
an  Act  of  Parliament  to  Corporations  to  borrow  money  for  such 
works,  and  the  repayment  could  be  spread  over  a  long  period,  and 
the  annual  cost  to  the  City  would  be  small. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  suggested  that  Mr.  Newton  alter  his 
motion  so  as  to  comply  with  the  wish  of  Mr.  Fnmess.  There 
could  be  no  doubt  that  tiie  residents  in  Westgate  district  deserved 
to  be  considered  in  connection  with  this  subject. 

The  Sheriff  thought  that  Gallowgate  Baths  were  very  near  to 
the  district  referred  to  by  Mr.  Fnmess. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  said  the  reason  why  the  Sheriff  failed  in  his 
effort  to  get  baths  established  at  Elswick  was  that  he  could  not  get  a  site. 

The  Sheriff  :  I  got  a  site  but  it  was  not  approved  of 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  :  At  a  recent  meeting  of  Elswick  rate- 
payers there  was  a  strong  and  unanimous  feeling  that  the  time  has 
now  come  when  they  should  have  baths  and  washhonses  provided  in 
their  district. 

Mr.  Newton  substituted  the  words  '*  east  and  west  ends  of  the 
city  "  for  <<  Elswick  and  Byker  districts.*' 

The  motion  as  altered  was  agreed  to  unanimoosly. 

WESTGATE  BOAD  TRAM  SERVIOa 

Mr.  FuENBSS  said  that,  since  he  placed  upon  the  agenda  notice  of 
hia  intention  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  working  of 
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tlie  tmn  aerrioe  on  Westgate  Boad,  iiistnietioiiB  had  been  issued  bj 
the  manager  of  the  tramways  with  respect  to  the  trams  raDning 
down  the  hill,  and  had  promised  to  nse  a  more  powerful  brake. 
Under  these  circnmstances  he  would  withdraw  the  notice  until  he 
had  seen  the  result  of  the  present  experiment 

PBOPOSKD  nW  TBAICWAT. 

Mr.  HoLns  asked  the  Tioe-chairman  of  the  Town  Improrement 
Committee  when  it  is  proposed  to  lay  down  the  tramway  from  the 
Oentral  Station  to  the  foot  of  Northumberland  Street,  by  way  of 
NcTille  Street,  Oollingwood  Street,  Mosley  Street,  and  Pilgrim 
Street? 

Ifr.  O.  S.  Smith  said  the  Corporation  in  their  last  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment took  power  to  lay  down  a  tramway  on  the  route  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Holmes,  and,  if  the  CouncO  recommended  the  Town  Lnprove- 
ment  Committee  to  consider  the  subject,  they  would  be  happy  to 
give  it  their  attention.  Since  the  Act  of  Partiunent  was  obtained 
Uie  laying  down  of  a  tramway  in  those  streets  had  not  been  specially 
before  the  committee. 

Mr.  YouLL  asked  if  the  Council  were  to  understand  that,  after 
obtaining  the  Act  of  Parliament,  the  committee  did  not  intend  to 
carry  out  this  undertaking  unless  the  ratepayers  forced  them  on. 

Mr.  Carsb  understood  that  the  laying  down  of  the  line  of  tram- 
way mentioned  by  Mr.  Holmes  was  in  i^yance  until  the  new  road 
through  Pandon  was  completed. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Surra :  That  is  partly  the  reason. 

Mr.  YouLL  :  The  line  of  tramway  in  question  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  new  street,  and  it  ought  to  be  gone  on  with  at  once. 

Mr.  Gray  said  the  lessees  of  the  tramways  would  have  to  be 
consulted ;  and  they  could  not  be  compelled  to  work  the  proposed 
new  lina  It  was  no  use  laying  down  a  new  tramway  unless  the 
CouncO  could  get  some  one  to  work  it 

Mr.  HoLMSs  said  he  would  place  notice  of  the  same  question  upon 
the  agenda  for  next  meetmg. 

THS  IPPOnmCUTT  AHB  DUTIBS  OF  OOXMITTBSS. 

Mr.  YouLL  proposed  "That  the  Parliamentary  Committee  be 
requested  to  consider  and  report  to  the  Council  the  best  mode  of 
carrying  out  the  recent  alterations  in  the  law  as  to  the  appointment 
and  duties  of  committees  of  the  Council"  He  said  that,  before  the 
signing  of  tiie  minutes  of  the  prerious  meeting,  he  had  called  the 
attention  of  Uie  Council  to  the  fact  that  the  committees  had  not  been 
elected  in  accordance  with  the  resolutions  of  the  Coundl.  He 
wished  the  subject  to  be  referred  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
to  enquire  whether  the  committees  could  not  be  appointed  in  a  better 
way,  and  their  work  be  better  arranged.  The  only  committee 
pn^ly  elected  on  Noyember  9th,  was  the  Watch  Conunittee  ;  it 
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had  its  proper  namber  of  memberB — 2i.  The  Finanoe  Committee 
had  foor  aldermen  too  many  ;  the  Town  Improvement  Committee 
two  aldermen  short;  the  Qas  and  Water  Committee,  ttght  members 
too  many ;  Pablic  Libraries  Committee,  three  too  many ;  Schools 
and  Charities  Committee,  eight  members  too  many ;  Parlkmentary 
Conunittee,  ten  members  too  many ;  the  Cattle  Trade  Conunittee 
had  the  proper  namber  of  members,  bat  was  improperly  consti- 
tnted  in  regard  to  the  representation  of  the  Wards  ;  Town  Moor 
Management  Committee,  foar  members  too  many ;  and  the  Parks 
Committee  had  nine  members  more  than  there  ooght  to  be,  aocording 
to  the  resolution  of  the  CoandL 

Mr.  HoLMBS  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

The  meeting  conoladed. 
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SPECIAL     MEETINO 


WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  6,  1882. 


A  8PS0IAL  meetmg  of  the  Council  was  held,  to-day,  in  the  Oooncil 
Chamber,  **for  the  purpose  of  considering  whether  the  Council, 
acting  as  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  for  the  city  and  county  of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  being  the  local  authority  under  the  Electric 
Lighting  Act,  1882,  shall  make  application  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for 
a  Provisional  Order  authorising  them  to  supply  electricity  for  public 
and  private  purposes,  or  for  either  of  such  purposes,  within  the  city 
and  county  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne;  and,  should  the  Council  so 
think  fit,  of  resolring  that  such  application  be  made,  and  that  a 
memorial  to  the  Board  of  Trade  embodying  such  application  be 
sealed."  The  Mayor  (Mr.  T.  J.  Gibson)  was  in  the  chair,  and 
there  were  also  present — ^the  Sheriff;  Aldermen  Bidley,  Call, 
Wilson,  Stewart,  Scott,  Hedley,  Gregson,  Potter,  Angus,  Young, 
and  Stephenson  ;  Messrs.  Winter,  Milling,  Youll,  Browne,  Owen, 
Carce,  Dickinson,  Bowden,  Dobson,  Stout,  Andersen,  Calvert,  Bell, 
Newton,  Dixon,  Cutter,  Oliver,  Hedley,  Barkas,  Dean,  Wilson, 
Richardson,  Ingledew,  C.  S.  Smith,  Stephens,  Johnson,  Fumess, 
Joseph  R  Ellis,  Sanderson,  Uenzell,  Scott,  Gray,  Culley,  Temple, 
Sutton,  and  Cook. 

KLBOTRIC  LIOHTINO. 

The  Town  Cluik  read  the  following  report:— 

The  Town  Improvement  Committee  have  to  report  that,  in  pamunoe  of 
the  dedsion  of  the  Coonoil  upon  the  report  of  the  committee  presented  on 
4th  October  last;  the  reanisite  notices  of  an  applicatioa  to  the  Board  of 
Tnde  for  a  Provisional  Order  under  the  l^ectrio  Lighting  Act  have  been 
given,  and  the  committee  have  now  to  recommend  to  the  Conneil  that  the 
applieatioa  be  made  for  an  order  authorising  the  supply  of  electricity,  for 
both  pabUo  and  private  pnrpoaes,  within  the  area  of  the  city,  and  embodying 
the  powers  contained  in  the  Act ;  and  that,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Order,  a  supply  of  eleotrioity  shall  not  be  obligatory  in  any  part  of  the  city, 
nnless  and  until  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  demand  and  pve  an  under- 
taking to  receive  and  pay  for  a  sufficient  quantity  of  electricity  in  that  pert 
to  warrant  the  snpplv  being  provided,  and  that  the  period  for  which  the 
order  is  granted  shoald  be  unlimited.  Under  such  an  order  the  committee 
consider  that  the  Corporation  will  be  protected  from  any  unaecessanr  outlay, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  will  m  able  to  obtaiu  a  supply  of  eleotrioity 
when  there  is  an  actual  demand  for  it.  And  the  Corporation  being 
empowered  either  to  supply  electricity  themselves  in  any  part  of  the  oity,  or 
to  contract  with  eleotno  li|(htiog  companies  for  such  sapply,  will  be  in  a 
position  to  adopt,  from  time  to  time,  as  new  improvements  are  made^ 
the  most  efficient  meaos  and  the  most  approved  and  economical  methodi 
of  eleetrio  snppljr,  and  will  thus  be  able  to  secure  for  the  inhabitants  a 
supply  of  eleotrioity  as  chei^ly  as  it  can  be  furnished. 
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Mr.  Aid.  WiLSOir  mored  the  confimutiion  of  the  report.  He  said 
it  was  DOW  the  duty  of  the  Council  to  decide  whether  they  were 
prepared,  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  a  previoos  meeting, 
to  apply  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  a  prorisional  order  under  the 
Electric  Lighting  Act  On  the  granting  of  the  order  the  Corpora- 
tion would  he  compelled  to  supply  electricity  if  a  certain  proportion 
of  the  inhabitants  required  them  to  do  so.  The  Borough  Engineer 
had  divided  the  borough  into  sixteen  districts,  containing  aboat 
one-eighth  of  a  square  mile  each;  and  each  district  would  contain, 
in  round  numbers,  an  average  of  about  10,000  people ;  and,  upon 
the  requisition  of  a  certain  number  of  the  inhabitants  in  any  one 
district,  the  Corporation  would  be  obliged  to  supply  electricity  to 
that  district.  The  number  of  persons  who  have  to  sign  the 
requisition  would  have  to  be  fixed  and  inserted  in  the  order. 
The  Borough  Engineer  was  in  correspondence  with  Sir  Charles 
Bright  about  this  question,  and  between  them  they  would  fix  the 
nnmber  of  inhabitants  who  might  request  the  Council  to  supply 
electricity;  and  the  Council  must  see  that  the  number  was 
sufficient  to  ensure  the  payment  of  a  sufficient  amount  of  interest  for 
the  outlay  which  would  be  incurred.  The  supplying  of  electricity 
no  doubt  would  be  very  expensive,  and  it  would  require — ^this  waa 
merely  a  rough  estimate — something  like  £10,000  per  district  to 
lay  the  wires  and  provide  the  necessary  machinery.  Beyond 
supplying  the  electricity  the  Corporation  would  not  be  obliged  to  go ; 
any  inhabitant  could  make  a  connection  with  one  of  the  wires  bud 
by  the  Corporation,  and  could  use  the  6 wan,  Brush,  or  any  other 
form  of  light  he  chose.  The  Corporation  would  not  be  obliged  to 
supply  outside  districts  under  the  order,  but  that  would  be  a  matter 
for  arrangement  Their  Town  Clerk,  along  with  the  Town  Clerks  of 
the  chief  boroughs  in  the  kingdom,  had  an  interview  yesterday  with 
Mr.  Chamberlain,  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  upon  thia 
subject.  Mr.  Chamberlain  was  anxious  to  insert  in  the  order  a 
clause  compelling  corporations  to  make  a  trial  of  the  electric  light 
in  some  one  district  in  a  towiL  That  was  a  condition  which  the 
Corporation  must  oppose  to  the  utmost  of  their  power ;  and  if  the 
Boa^  of  Trade  insisted  upon  the  insertion  in  the  order  of  such  a 
condition,  he  would  ask  the  Council  to  withdraw  the  application 
for  the  order,  because  electric  lighting  was  one  of  those  things 
so  little  known,  and  the  Corporation  might  be  led  to  no  end  of 
expense  if  they  were  obliged  to  supply  electricity  to  a  certain  number 
of  inhabitants  without  having  a  full  guarantee  that  the  Corporation 
would  be  paid  a  sum  which  would  pay  a  fair  and  liberal  interest 
upon  the  outlay.  The  Town  Clerk  told  the  committee  that  they 
must  be  prepared  to  accept  a  condition  that  the  Corporation  most 
supply  electricity  if  a  certain  number  of  inhabitants  requested  to 
have  it.  The  committee  would  prefer  that  the  order  should  be  entirely 
permissive.  The  price  to  be  charged  for  supplying  electricity  could, 
he  understood,  be  yery  easily  fixed  by  electricians;  they  could  measure 
the  quantity  in  some  sort  of  way — ^he  did  not  know  how  it  was  to 
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be  done,  bat  this  was  a  point  wbich  would  be  left  to  the  Borough 
Engineer  to  settle  when  he  discnssed  the  eabject  with  competent 
electriciiuii.  The  amount  of  capital  would  haye  to  be  fixed ;  Sir 
Oharles  Bright  was  going  yery  carefully  into  the  question,  and  would 
confer  with  and  adyise  the  Borough  Engineer.  He  trusted  he  had 
stated  the  facts  sufficiently  clearly  for  the  Council  to  understand 
them.  The  principle  thing  for  the  Council  to  guard  against  was 
their  being  committed  to  an  order  under  which  they  could  be  com- 
pelled, under  any  circumstances,  to  supply  electricity. 

Mr.  O.  8.  Smith  seconded  the  confirmation  of  the  repo|:t. 

Mr«  BnowinB  asked,  whether  if  the  majority  or  a  sufficient  number 
of  inhabitants  in  any  one  of  the  districts  applied  to  be  supplied  with 
electricity  would  the  Corporation  be  bound  to  supply  it  ? 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  Tes,  bound  to  supply  it. 

Mr.  Bbownb  :  Does  it  mean  a  majority  in  numbers  or  a  majority 
of  the  ratepaying  yalue  ? 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  That  is  a  point  to  be  considered.  It  would 
be  ratepaying  persons  I  should  think.  Supposing  there  are  10,000 
people  in  a  district,  I  suppose — ^I  do  not  know — the  number  who 
could  ask  for  electricity  would  be  half  or  fiye-eighths. 

The  Town  Clkbk  :  It  will  be  a  sufficient  number  to  warrant  the 
Corporation  in  going  to  the  expense  of  supplying  electricity. 

Mr.  YouLL  asked  if  the  Council  could  be  told  the  exact  language 
need  by  Mr.  Chamberlain  yesterday. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  said  if  the  Board  of  Trade  imposed  conditions 
which  the  Corporation  thought  objectionable  it  would  be  unwise  to 
proceed  with  the  bill,  and  he  would  adyocate  that  the  Council  be 
called  together,  and,  after  haying  had  the  facts  laid  before  them, 
decide  whether  they  would  go  on  with  the  bill  or  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphenson  said  the  report  recommended  the  Council 
to  sanction  an  application  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  a  proyisional 
order  on  certain  conditions;  and  one  condition  was  that,  if  the 
inhabitants  of  any  one  district  petitioned  for  electric  lighting,  and 
if  the  committee  were  satisfied  that  the  number  was  snfficient  to 
warrant  a  sufficient  return  upon  the  outlay,  the  request  would  be 
complied  with. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  The  Corporation  would  be  obliged  to  do  it 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  said  he  could  see  the  adyantage  of  such  a 
condition ;  but  if  Mr.  Chamberlain  wished  to  make  it  a  condition 
that  a  trial  should  be  made  in  one  district,  without  any  guarantee, 
then  it  would  be  better  to  do  what  many  other  boroughs  had  done-^ 
giye  up  the  whole  thing. 

Mr.  Aid  Wilson:  I  quite  agree  with  you. 

Mr.  Hbnzbll:  What  will  be  the  probable  cost  of  this  application 
we  are  recommended  to  make  ? 
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Mr.  Aid.  WiLSov  said  the  approximate  cost  of  snpp) jing  eleotricitj 
to  the  whole  town  would  be  £160,000.  The  co<¥t  of  the  application 
for  the  provisional  order  woald  be  abont  £200  ;  and  a  part  of  the 
ezpenditare  had  been  already  incurred. 

Mr.  YouLL  asked  if  the  Town  Clerk  coald  tell  the  Council  exactly 
what  took  place  jesterdaj  in  the  interview  with  Mr.  Chamberlain, 
80  that  the  Council  might  know  the  conditions  which  were  likely  to 
be  imposed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  with  respect  to  this  application. 

The  Town  Clkrk  said  that  he  yesterday  attended  a  meeting  in 
London  of  Town  Clerks  of  boroughs  which  were  promoting  applica- 
tions for  provisional  orders  for  electric  lighting,  similar  to  that  which 
Newcastle  was  promoting.  They  afterwards  had  an  interview  with 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  ascertain  his  views  with  regard 
to  the  form  of  order  which  corporations  would  be  able  to  obtain. 
The  great  question  upon  which  they  consulted  Mr.  Chamberlain 
was  the  compulsory  supply  of  electricity — would  corporations,  after 
obtaining  orders,  be  compelled  under  any,  and  if  so,  what  circum- 
stances, to  supply  electricity?  At  the  meeting  the  town  clerks 
were  unanimous  that  there  should  be  no  absolute  compulsion 
to  supply  electricity,  and,  that  they  would  advise  their  corpora- 
tions to  withdraw  their  applications  if  a  compulsory  supply  was 
insisted  upon.  The  matter  was  discussed  at  great  length  at  their 
interview  with  Mr.  Chamberlain,  who— without  giving  a  conclusive 
opinion,  which  he  said  he  would  reserve — said  his  opinion  at 
present  was  that  every  corporation  which  obtained  a  provisional 
order,  should,  within  some  area  within  the  borough,  however  small, 
be  compelled  to  supply  electricity  under  any  circumstances.  That 
was  not  the  view  of  the  deputation;  and,  after  hearing  Mr. 
Chamberlain  at  great  length,  the  town  clerks  hold  another  meeting, 
at  which  they  came  to  the  conclusion  to  wait  a  few  days  until  Mr. 
Chamberlain  gave  his  considered  opinion  ;  and,  if  he  had  not 
modified  the  opinion  he  had  expressed  to  the  deputation,  none 
of  them  would  consent  to  accept  the  condition  imposing  an 
absolute  compulsory  supply  of  electricity.  The  Town  Improve- 
ment Committee  in  their  report  recommended  the  CouDoil  to 
accept  compulsion  if  there  was  a  demand  for  a  supply  of  electricity, 
but  no  compulsion  if  there  was  no  demand ;  and  he  strongly  advised 
the  Council  not  to  go  beyond  that.  If  the  Board  of  Trade  insisted 
npon  the  insertion  of  a  clause  requiring  the  Corporation  to  supply 
electricity,  whether  wanted  or  not,  the  Council  should  withdraw  the 
application. 

Mr.  YouLL :  When  will  Mr.  Chamberlain's  considered  opinion  be 
made  known) 

The  Town  Clbrk  :  No  doubt  in  two  or  three  days*  He  suggested 
that  the  Council  should  resolve  to  apply  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for 
an  order  upon  the  principle  recommended  by  the  Town  Improvement 
Committee.  It  might  be  that  the  Board  of  Trade  would  hereafter 
modify  their  views^  although  just  now  the  Board  might  say  they 
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oonld  not  aooede  to  what  the  corporations  asked ;  bnt  if  thsy  did 
not  modify  their  yiews,  the  application  conld  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  TouLL :  Shall  we  be  in  time  if  we  adjourn  the  discnssion 
of  this  till  this  day  week  Y 
The  Town  Clbrk  :  Yes. 
Mr.  TouLL :  I  will  move  the  adjoornmentof  thediscussion  for  a  week. 

Mr.  Newton  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  consideration  of 
the  snbject  be  deferred  for  the  present  He  said  it  was  qnite  dear 
that  this  snbject  was  not  sufficiently  matured  for  the  Ck>rporation  to 
take  it  np  in  its  present  form.  Professor  Siemens,  in  a  lecture  before 
the  Art  Society,  stated  that  the  cost  of  laying  wires  and  supplying 
electricity  in  an  area  of  one-third  of  a  square  mile  would  probably  be 
JC100,000 ;  and  if  they  multiplied  that  amount  by  the  area  of  New- 
castle they  would  get  a  figure  which  would  somewhat  startle  them. 
He  was  not  aware  that  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Trade  could  over- 
ride an  Act  of  Parliament.  The  Council  had  already  taken  upon 
themselves  responsibility  in  this  matter,  which  he  did  not  see  dearly 
they  had  any  right  to  do.  Already  considerable  expense  had  been 
incurred  in  advertising  the  proposed  scheme,  and  the  sixth  section 
of  ^e  third  clause  of  the  Act  stated  that  no  expenditure  could 
be  incurred  until  after  the  special  meeting  was  held;  and  he 
supposed  that  the  present  meeting  was  the  spedal  meeting.  Mr. 
Chamberlain  had  been  referred  to  in  regard  to  this  subject, 
and  he  would  be  glad  to  accept  Mr.  Chamberlain  as  a  leader 
on  this  question,  and  they  might  fairly  take  Birmingham  as  an 
excellent  example  to  follow,  ^e  Corporation  of  Birmingham  had 
declined  to  do  what  the  Corporation  of  Newcastle  were  asked  to  do 
to-day.  The  Corporation  of  Birmingham  had  permitted  the  Brush 
Company  to  provide  electricity  in  Birmingham,  and  the  arrange- 
ments made  with  the  Company  would  be  advantageous  to  Birming- 
ham Corporation.  If  electric  lighting  was  a  success  the  Birmingham 
people  would  reap  the  reward,  because,  after  the  lapse  of  the  period 
of  experiment  or  of  the  lease,  the  Company  would  hand  over  to  the 
Corporation,  if  they  chose  to  acquire  them,  the  whole  of  the  build- 
ings, plant,  and  working  arrangements  at  their  then  value.  The 
cost  of  any  experiments  which  might  be  found  useless  would  not  be 
included  in  the  estimate  of  the  value.  If  the  Council  adopted  the 
course  suggested  by  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  they  might  be  compelled  at 
the  request,  it  might  be  of  a  dozen  merchants,  or  it  might  be  one- 
third  of  the  inhabitants,  and  at  any  rate  of  an  undefined  number  of 
inhabitants  in  a  district,  to  supply  electricity  to  that  district.  If 
working  the  system  in  an  area  of  one-third  of  a  square  mile  would 
cost  £100,000,  what  unfortunate  muddle  might  the  Corporation  get 
into  if  they  adopted  the  report  to-day  7  He  would  not  like  to  see 
the  Corporation  involved  in  an  expenditure  of  one-third  of  a  million 
sterling  to  carry  on  work  of  this  kind.  The  Council  must  look  to 
the  interests  of  the  town  and  of  the  ratepayers,  and  not  enter  blind- 
fold on  a  matter  of  this  kind.     If  the  Corporation  had  had  the  gas 
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•apply  in  their  own  hands  this  question  would  have  been  in  a 
somewhat  different  position. 

TheTowir  Clbrk  said  he  did  not  find  in  the  Act  the  words  quoted  by 
Mr.  Newton.  Snb-section  6  of  clause  8  proyides  that  no  application  can 
be  made  except  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Council;  but  does  not  prohibit  the  necessary  preliminary  expenditure. 

Mr.  Bbownb  seconded  Mr.  Newton's  amendment.  He  said  ho 
was  inclined  to  think  that,  if  the  matter  stood  over  for  the  present,  it 
would  stand  over  a  very  much  longer  time  than  some  of  the  gentle- 
men present  imagined.  The  Council  had  not  yet  heard  one  reason 
why  they  should  undertake  one  of  the  most  uncertain,  most  risky, 
and  most  doubtful  of  all  the  industries  carried  on  npon  I'yneside. 
He  did  not  know  whether  many  of  the  Council  had  looked  into  the 
question  of  what  supplying  electricity  meant.  Apart  from  any  con- 
dition suggested  by  Mr.  Chamberlain,  the  conditions  proposed  by  the 
committee  were  unsatisfactory.  Giving  a  number  of  ratepayers  in 
any  district  the  right  to  compel  the  Corporation  to  erect  plant  and 
supply  electricity  would  put  the  Corporation  into  a  position  they 
should  not  occupy.  It  was  a  common  ground  of  dispute  whether 
the  supply  of  gas  and  water  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Cor- 
poration or  of  independent  companies.  He  thought  the  Council 
would  agree  with  him  that  these  things  were  better  attended  to  by 
independent  companies ;  and  what  applied  to  simple,  straightforward 
industries,  like  the  supply  of  gas  and  water,  applied  very  much 
more  to  the  supply  of  electricity.  The  machinery  for  supplying 
electricity  was  expensive,  and  the  machinery  now  in  use  might  be 
superseded  any  day  ;  he  would  almost  undertake  to  say  that  at  this 
moment  there  was  no  thoroughly  satisfactory  machinery  in  point  of 
efficiency  and  durability  to  supply  electricity.  To  his  mind  they 
were  simply  being  led  by  the  nose  by  the  inexperienced  president  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  who  was  not  qualified  to  be  their  scientific 
adviser.  At  the  works  with  which  he  (Mr.  Browne)  was  connected 
the  electric  light  had  been  used  for  some  time  past,  and  he  had 
given  some  attention  to  the  subject^  and  the  same  was  being  done 
by  the  owners  of  many  large  works.  He  had  seen  the  electric  light 
at  York,  London,  and  other  railway  stations.  At  present  nearly 
every  person  who  used  the  electric  light  supplied  the  electricity  at 
their  own  works,  and  he  would  almost  undertake  to  say  that  there 
was  hardly  one  of  those  persons  who  would  accept  the  electricity  as 
satisfactory  if  it  were  supplied  by  the  Corporation  of  the  town. 
Frequently  they  saw  the  electric  light  winking  and  varying,  owing 
to  the  irregularity  of  the  supply  ;  and  people  who  made  their  own 
electricity  accepted  that  irregularity,  because  they  did  not  see  any- 
thing better,  but  if  the  Corporation  supplied  the  electricity  the  users 
would  insist  upon  a  better  supply.  Speaking  selfishly  he  would  be 
glad  if  the  CorporaUon  would  give  Hawthorn's  works,  at  St.  Peter's, 
a  perfect  supply  of  electricity ;  but»  speaking  as  a  councillor,  he 
could  not  say  that  the  ratepayers  should  have  such  an  extreme 
liability  put  npon  them.     What  was  the  good  of  it  7     Why  not 
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leave  it  to  priTate  enterprise  7  The  only  reason  why  the  Oor- 
poratton  vould  take  up  tiiis  subject  was  to  make  a  fractional  profit, 
which  woald  enable  something  to  be  taken  off  the  rates.  They 
were  not  sent  to  the  Ooancil  for  trade  purposes,  or  to  earn  money  on 
behalf  of  the  ratepayers.  They  were  sent  to  the  Council  to  look 
after  the  pnblic  money.  If  the  supplying  of  electricity  was  under- 
taken by  the  Corporation,  it  would  involve  the  town  in  risk  and 
disaster.  They  had  sufficient  work  in  hand  without  undertaking 
thia  His  feeling  was  that  the  right  people  to  take  up  electric 
lighting  were  the  gas  companies.  They  had  the  very  highest 
scientific  authority  for  s&ying  that  electricity  would  never  supersede 
gas ;  the  two  things  would  work  hand  in  hand.  He  would  like  to 
Bee  the  Newcastle  Gas  Company  become  the  Newcastle  Lighting  Com- 
pany, and  the  Company  could  go  to  work  carefully,  feeling  their  way 
as  they  went  in  regard  to  electricity.  It  was  a  work  which  a  board 
of  directors  were  well  suited  to  conduct,  and  for  which  a  Town  Council 
were  not  suited.  He  hoped  the  application  would  be  dropped  altogether. 

Mr.  Cabsb  said  the  application  for  the  provisional  order  was  to 
be  made  under  certain  conditions ;  and  the  adoption  of  the  report 
did  not  involve  the  Council  in  any  expenditure  beyond  the  cost  of 
the  application  for  the  order.  The  arguments  for  or  against 
supplying  electricity  were  not  arguments  which  should  be  brought 
forward  to-day.  Unless  the  Council  decided  to-day  to  ask  for  the 
provisional  order,  he  understood  various  companies  would  ask  for 
a  provisional  order  or  license  for  Newcastle ;  and  the  question  was 
whether  the  Corporation  would  take  the  matter  into  their  own 
hands,  or  allow  it  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  private  companies.  The 
Town  Improvement  Committee  advised  the  Council  to  put  them- 
selves into  the  position  to  be  masters  of  whoever  attempted  to  open 
up  the  streets  and  roads  of  this  city.  If  the  order  was  obtained, 
and  a  sufficient  number  wished  to  have  electricity  supplied,  the 
Corporation  would  be  advised  by  their  Engineer,  eitiier  to  supply  it 
themselves,  or  apply  to  some  company  to  do  it;  and  the  company 
would  probably  be  charged  a  certain  sum  for  the  use  of  the  streets. 

The  Town  Clbek  said  no  company  had  placed  itself  in  a  position 
to  apply  this  year  for  a  provisional  order  as  against  the  Corporation. 
Several  Companies  had  given  the  Corporation  notice  of  their  intention 
to  apply,  but  probably  seeing  that  it  was  the  intention  oi  the 
Corporation  to  apply  for  an  order,  the  companies  had  allowed  the 
time  to  go  past  for  making  applications  this  year.  They  could 
however,  apply  for  licenses  with  the  consent  of  the  Corporation. 

Mr.  Barkas  said  the  observations  made  by  some  of  the  gentlemen 
who  had  spoken  had  little  relation  to  the  question  at  issue.  The 
Chairman  of  the  Town  Improvement  Committee  had  informed  the 
Council  that,  in  some  way  or  other,  electricians  could  measure  the 
quautity  of  electricity  supplied.  The  measuring  of  electricity, 
however,  was  altogether  in  the  future.  The  Council,  in  considering 
this  subject,  should  in  the  first  place  look  at  what  they  proposed  to 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


5C  PEOCSKDINQB  OF  THE  [DeckmbbrC 

Bupenede  bj  what  thejr  proposed  to  introduce.  The  Qm  Company 
aapplied  gas  to  Newcastle,  Gateahead,  to  the  west  as  far  as  Ryton 
and  Pmdhoe,  to  the  east  as  far  as  St  Anthony's  and  Hebbnnii  to 
the  south  as  far  as  Low  Fell,  to  the  north  as  far  as  Gosforth ;  and 
all  the  intermediate  district  The  share  capital  of  the  Company  was 
£450,000,  and  the  borrowed  money  amounted  to  £120,000 ;  making 
a  total  capital  of  £570,000.  There  had  been  laid  320  miles  of 
pipes  to  supply  gas  to  the  districts  he  had  enumerated.  The  annual 
receipts  for  gas  was  £100,000,  and  for  residual  products  £50,000. 
At  the  present  time  the  Company  made  erery  day  5,000,000  cubic 
feet  of  gas,  which  was  sold  at  Is.  10 Jd.  per  1,000  feet;  and  tha 
sum  realised  by  the  Company  per  day  was  £500.  The  Council 
proposed  to  supersede  gas  by  means  of  the  electric  light  to  a 
tolerably  large  extent.  Many  gentlemen  seemed  to  suppose  that 
the  electric  light  was  a  new  thing.  The  electric  light  was  older 
than  gas;  and  London  streets  were  lighted  by  the  electric  light 
before  they  were  lighted  by  gas.  London  streets  were  lighted  in 
1818  and  1814  by  gas  light;  and  Albemarle  Street  in  1809  was 
lighted  by  electricity  by  Sir  Humphrey  Davy.  There  had  been 
great  progress  in  regard  to  gas,  and  little  or  no  progress  in  regard 
to  the  electric  light  Gas,  which  was  the  younger  light,  had 
flourished.  Recently  there  had  been  introduced  what  was  regarded 
as  a  new  form  of  electric  light :  Edison  in  1878  introduced  his 
incandescent  light;  Swan  in  1878  introduced  his  incande^^cent  light; 
and  other  gentlemen  did  the  same  thing.  The  whole  of  the  incan- 
descent lights  were  looked  upon  as  novelties ;  but  they  were  old, 
because  Starr,  King,  and  others  in  1847  patented  the  same  kind  of  light 
If  the  electric  light  was  introduced  into  this  borough,  it  could  not  be 
done,  as  the  Chairman  of  the  Town  Improvement  Committee  stated, 
for  £10,000  per  district  with  an  area  of  one-eighth  of  a  square  mile. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  That  is  an  approximate  sum. 

Mr.  Barkas  :  Mr.  Newton  told  the  Council  4hat,  according  to 
Dr.  Siemens,  the  lighting  of  one-third  of  a  square  mile  would  cost 
£100,000.  Both  tiiose  gentlemen  were  wrong.  Dr.  Siemens  said 
the  capital  cost  to  supply  material  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  area, 
embracing  80,000  people,  was  £140,000,  and  in  addition  they 
would  require  £37,000  for  outside  work ;  and  the  total  cost  of  an 
area  of  quarter  of  a  square  mile  would  be  £177,000.  The  Council 
were  going  to  act  like  a  bull  charging  at  a  gate.  They  were  going 
to  ask  for  a  thing  of  which  they  practically  knew  next  to  nothing, 
and  the  sooner  they  learnt  something  about  the  nature  of  the  electric 
light  and  its  cost  the  better.  Many  gentlemen  supposed  that  all 
that  was  required  was  to  lay  in  the  area  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  a 
wire  about  the  thickness  of  a  writing  pencil  or  a  finger.  According 
to  Dr.  Siemens  a  primary  wire  of  copper  eight  inches  in  diameter 
would  have  to  be  laid  to  supply  electricity  in  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
area ;  and  unless  the  wire  be  of  that  diameter  it  would  not  carry  the 
current  throughout  the  whole  district ;  and  for  a  quarter  mile  area 
168  tons  of  copper  wire  would  be  required.    Newcastle  contained  an 
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area  of  about  fiye  square  miles ;  and,  apon  Dr.  Siemens'  estimate, 
JB3,500,000  would  be  required  to  supply  electricity,  and  not  £160,000, 
as  stated  by  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson.  He  wished  the  Council  to  bear  in 
mind  that  Dr.  Siemens,  in  making  his  calculation,  intended  to  supply 
electricity  to  only  one-ifourth  of  the  people  in  the  quarter  mile  area, 
and  the  other  three-quarters  were  to  be  supplied  with  gas  by  the 
gas  companies;  and,  tiierefore,  if  to  supply  only  one-fourth  of  the 
town  would  cost  £3,500,000,  it  would  require  £14,000,000  to 
supply  it  to  the  full  extent  Bearing  all  the  facts  in  mind,  it  was 
desirable  that  the  Council  should  think  twice  before  entering  upon  a 
speculation  of  this  sort.  The  electric  light  was  a  light  of  luxury, 
and  if  gentlemen  went  to  Messrs.  Coxon's  shop,  and  visited  the  show 
rooms,  they  would  see  what  electric  lighting  could  do.  It  was  much 
brighter  than  gas ;  but  they  must  take  into  account  not  only  the  quality 
of  Uie  light,  but  also  the  nature  and  cost  of  the  light.  Patting  all 
these  things  together,  and  remembering  that  we  have  an  admirable 
system  of  gas  lighting,  that  great  changes  were  being  made  in 
regard  to  electric  lighting,  and  that  new  discoveries  were  being  made 
not  only  in  regard  to  dynamo-machines,  bnt  also  as  to  lamps,  the 
Council  might  adopt  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  so  far 
as  getting  the  provisional  order  was  concerned,  but  not  to  involve 
themselves  in  any  expense  for  laying  wires  with  a  view  to  supplying 
the  electric  light  to  this  district.  Let  the  Council  negotiate  with 
companies — ^if  companies  were  foolish  enough  to  enter  into  these 
enterprises — ^to  supply  the  electric  light,  but  do  not  spend  one  penny 
of  the  ratepayers'  money  to  supply  it 

Mr.  Hbnzbll  wished  very  heartily  to  support  Mr.  Newton's 
amendment  According  to  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson,  the  whole  subject  was 
80  uncertain,  both  as  regarded  the  intentions  of  the  Government  and 
the  state  of  electric  lighting  itself,  that  he  thought  the  Council 
would  not  even  be  warranted  in  spending  £200  to  obtain  a  provi- 
eional  order.  If  the  obtaining  of  the  order  were  necessary  to  secure 
the  town  against  a  monopoly  which  might  be  created  by  a  company 
he  could  understand  the  Council  accepting  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee,  and  trying  to  get  the  power  into  their  own  hands ; 
but,  as  Mr.  Newton  stated,  the  Local  Authority  could  take  the 
matter  into  their  own  hands  after  it  had  been  established  by  a 
company.  Other  towns  had  refrained  from  taking  the  responsibility 
of  electric  lighting  upou  them ;  and  the  Town  Clerk  of  Birmingham, 
in  a  letter,  stated  that  '*  Birmingham  Corporation  are  not  seeking 
to  obtain  a  provisional  ord«r ;  in  the  present  experimental  stage  of 
lighting  by  electricity  we  think  it  advisable  to  allow  the  work  to  be 
done  by  private  speculation."  He  was  inclined  to  think  that  New- 
castle Council  would  be  acting  wisely  if  they  followed  the  same 
course 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbmson  said  the  Town  Clerk  had  told  the  Council 
that  no  company  had  applied  for  an  order  for  Newcastle,  and  that 
twelve  months  must  now  elapse  before  there  could  be  any  applica- 
tion by  any  company  for  a  provisional  order.     If  this  report  be 
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rejected,  he  supposed  the  appliofttion  of  the  Ooancil  Would  hare  io 
stand  oyer  an  til  next  year? 

The  TowH  Clerk  :  That  is  so. 

The  Sheriff  said  the  Town  Impro?ement  Committee  passed  a 
resolntion  that  morning  to  the  effect  that  the  application  be  not 
proceeded  with  unless  the  order  made  it  altogether  permissive  to  the 
Coancil  to  supply  electricity,  or  conld  be  compelled  to  snpply  a 
district  only  in  the  event  of  sufficient  applications  being  received  to 
make  the  scheme  pay.  Guarded  by  such  a  resolution,  it  would  be 
a  pity  not  to  confirm  the  report  The  expense  of  advertising  the 
application  had  already  been  incurred,  and  the  committee  had  gone 
through  a  great  deal  of  the  details,  and  brought  the  matter  to  its 
present  position.  If  Mr.  Chamberlain  gave  way,  and  allowed  the 
supplying  of  electricity  to  be  permissive,  the  application  should  be 
proceeded  with ;  but  if  the  supply  was  to  be  made  compulsory,  even 
in  one  district,  the  application  should  not  be  proceeded  with.  There 
were  many  reasons  why  this  work  would  be  better  in  the  hands  of 
the  Corporation  than  of  a  company.  There  was  an  admirable  electric 
lamp  outside  Messrs.  Coxon*s  shop ;  but,  if  such  lamps  were  multi- 
plied a  hundred-fold  by  one  hundred  different  companies,  they  would 
become  a  hideous  enormity.  The  Council  must  insist  upon  having 
all  the  wires  underground,  and  not  one  overhead. 

Mr.  Aid.  Grbosoh  said  he  could  not  understand  what  right  the 
Board  of  Trade  had  to  say,  '*  You  shall  have  gas  in  this  town,*'  or 
''You  shall  have  electricity."  That  was  a  usurpation  of  eon* 
stitutional  rights.  Experiments  were  made  at  Liverpool  by  an 
electric  light  company,  and  the  company  were  glad  to  retire  after 
spending  £15,000.  The  Corporation  of  Edinburgh  allowed  a 
company  to  make  experiments  in  electric  lighting,  at  a  cost  of  about 
£2,000,  and,  after  the  experiments,  the  company  took  their 
departure.  The  Conncil  could  ascertain  what  had  been  going  on  at 
Chesterfield  and  other  places.  All  over  electric  lighting  had  been 
a  failure.  It  was  stated  that  the  Corporation  .would  not  be 
compelled  to  supply  electricity  to  any  district  until  a  certain 
guarantee  was  given  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  But  what 
would  the  guarantee  be  worth?  A  district  might  state  that  it 
wanted  the  electric  light,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  or  yearsi 
they  might  give  up  using  electricity.  The  Council  could  not 
compel  people  to  use  electricity  for  ever. 

Mr.  Calvert  said  that  this  subject  had  been  before  the  authorities 
of  the  city  of  London,  and,  after  taking  the  opiniee  of  a  very 
eminent  electric  engineer — the  vice-president  of  the  Electric  Engineers 
in  this  country — ^had  decided  not  to  go  en  with  the  applicalion,  but 
to  allow  private  companies  to  take  the  work  in  hand.  He  thought 
the  Corporation  would  have  power  in  regard  to  the  wires  of  any 
company  being  placed  underground  or  overhead.  Electric  lighting 
was  not,  so  far,  a  commercial  success,  and  it  was  a  matter  which 
must  be  taken  in  hand  as  a  scientific  experiment,  or  as  a  specula* 
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tion ;  and  the  Corporation  woald  not  be  jastified  to  try  experiments 
or  epecnlations  with  the  poblio  money. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  said  he  mast  admit  that  the  remarks  made  by 
Mr.  Newton  had  very  great  force.  Individ nally  he  did  not  care 
whether  they  had  the  electric  light  or  not,  bat  he  wished  to  gaard 
•gainst  any  company,  which  chose  to  snpply  electricity,  tearing  ap 
the  streeta  It  was  his  daty  to  press  the  motion  for  the  adoption 
of  the  report,  and  leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Coancil. 

Mr.  Aid.  Angus  :  Have  we  not  power  at  present  that  will  enable 
hb  to  say  to  any  electric  lighting  company,  *<  Yon  shall  not  place 
wirea  overhead,  or  take  np  Uie  streets  without  onr  permission  7  " 

The  Town  OLBfix:  We  nndonbtedly  have  that  power.  No 
eleetrie  lighting  company  can  lay  wires  down  in  the  streets  except 
under  a  license  or  provisional  order. 

Mr.  Aid.  PoTTKR :  Who  grants  the  licenses? 

The  Town  Clxbk  :  A  license  is  granted  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
bat  it  cannot  be  obtained  without  oar  consent,  and  on  each  conditions 
as  we  think  fit. 

Mr.  Newton  :  My  amendment  is  that  the  matter  be  deferred  for 
the  present 

The  Town  Clsbx  :  It  will  be  understood  that  that  means  throwing 
over  the  application  for  this  year. 

Mr.  Dixojr :  I  understand  no  application  can  be  made  by  any 
company  this  year  9 

The  TowK  Clbrk  :  No  provisional  order  can  be  obtained  this  year 
by  any  company,  bat  applications  may  be  made  to  this  Coancil  and 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  licenses.  A  number  of  applications  may 
be  made,  and  there  cannot  be  much  doubt  that,  if  yoa  refuse  every 
application  made  to  you,  there  will  be  a  kind  of  appeal  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  at  the  end  of  the  year,  in  the  way  of  an  application  for  a 
provisional  order. 

Mr.  Dixon  :  But  a  provisional  order  cannot  be  issued  this  year 
to  any  company  9 

The  Town  Clbkk  :  A  license  may  be  issued  with  the  consent  of 
the  Council,  but  not  a  provisional  order. 

The  Council  voted  as  follows  apon  Mr.  Newton's  amendment : — 

Fob  thx  Amxndmbkt  :  —Aldermen  StephenaoD,  Angus,  Potter,  Gregson, 
and  Soott;  CoauciliorsGray,  Dobson,  Youfl,  W.  Wilsori,  Dickinson,  Browne, 
Cotter,  Sanderson,  W.  Soott,  In^edew,  Calvert,  Stephens,  Dixon,  Henzell, 
Cook,  RiohardBon,  Newton,  Bowden,  Sutton,  Joseph  R  Ellia,  Furnesf, 
Barkao,  Johnson,  and  G.  R.  Hedley— 29. 

AOAINST  TBB  AjtXNnKSNT  :— The  Mayor  and  Sheriff ;  Aldermen  Stewart, 
Ctil,  Wilson,  and  Ridley;  Conocillors  Winter,  C.  S.  Smith,  Owen,  Dean, 
Oalley,  Csrse,  Temple,  Stoat,  and  Oiiver~15. 

BaouNsn  to  Votb  :— Aldermen  Hedley  and  Yoong;  ConnoillorB  B4U 
and  Andersen— 4. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  special  meeting  concluded. 
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COUNCIL     MEETING 


WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  6,  1882. 


A  MEBTiKa  of  the  Conncil  was  held,  to-day,  in  the  Conndl 
Chamber,  Town  Hall,  the  Mayor  (Mr.  T.  G.  Gibson)  in  the  chair. 
There  were  also  present— the  Sherifif;  Aldermen  Ridley,  Wilaoii, 
Gail,  Stewart,  Scott,  Hedley,  Gregson,  Potter,  Angus,  Stephenson, 
and  Yoang;  Messrs.  Winter,  Milling,  Yonll,  Browne,  Dickinson, 
Owen,  Carse,  Bowden,  Dobson,  iStoat,  Andersen,  Calvert,  Bell, 
Newton,  Dixon,  Cutter,  Oliyer,  Hedley,  Barkas,  Dean,  Wilson, 
Richardson,  Ingledew,  C.  8.  Smith,  Stephens,  Johnson,  Famess, 
Joseph  B.  Ellis,  Sanderson,  Henzell,  Scott,  Gray,  CoUey,  Temple, 
Sutton,  and  Cook. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

THB  BOAD  BBTWKBN  800T8W00D  AKD  BL8WI0K  BOADB. 

Mr.  Sandbrboh  asked  what  progress  was  being  made  in  regard 
to  the  formation  of  a  proper  road  between  the  west  part  of  Scotswood 
and  Elswick  Roads. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  said  negotiations  were  going  on  in  respect  to 
this  subject,  and  the  Town  Improvement  Committee  hoped  before 
long  that  some  arrangement  would  be  come  to,  so  that  a  good  road 
might  be  made  between  Scotswood  and  Elswick  Roads. 

THB  BBIDOB  AOBOSS  SCOTSWOOD   BOAD. 

Mr.  Savdbbson  asked  when  the  bridge  across  Scotswood  Road 
would  be  heightened. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  said  the  colliery  company  were  very  busy,  and 
could  not  allow  the  bridge  to  be  interfered  with  at  present,  and  in 
all  probability  the  work  would  have  to  stand  over  until  the  q>ring  of 
next  year. 

BLSWICK   BOAD. 

Mr.  W.  Scott  called  attention  to  the  condition  of  Elswick  Road, 
and  asked  when  the  widening  of  the  road  would  be  completed. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  said  the  improvement  of  the  road  was  stopped 
until  the  negotiations  with  respect  to  the  south  side  of  the  road  were 
completed,  but  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  long  before  the  improve* 
ment  was  completed. 
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nn  aunTABT  nrsriTura. — ^thb  lays  oovobiss  awd  bzhibitiov. 

The  TowH  Olbbk  re«d  the  following  letter : — 

Sanitary  In^titate  of  Great  Britain, 

9,  Conduit  3treet»  W.,  2nd  Deoember,  1882. 
To  the  Right  Wor^i^iU  the  Mayer  of  NewooutU-'Upati'lifne. 

Dear  Sir, — ^The  financial  accoonte  of  onr  meeting  at  Newcastle  having 
now  been  made  ap  and  eabmitted  to  the  Cuuocil  of  this  Institute,  I  am 
requested  on  their  behalf  to  write  to  yon  for  the  purpose  of  laying  before 
yoo,  and  the  Corporation  of  Newcastie,  the  results  so  far  as  they  alfeot  the 
financial  position  of  this  Institute. 

The  oroinary  arrangements  made  with  towns  visited  by  the  Institute  are 
embodied  in  the  memorandum  of  agreement  made  with  the  City  of  New- 
castle.  In  that  memorandum  of  agreement  it  was  arranged  that  the  M«yor 
and  Corporation  should  provide  a  baildins  mUahU  for  holding  an  exhibition, 
with  a  covered  area  of  not  less  than  30,000  superficial  feet^  and  should 
defray  all  expenses  for  local  advertising,  &a 

But  the  building  actually  provided  (the  old  Tyue  Brewery)  did  not  con- 
tain the  necessary  space;  and  the  Exhibition  Committee,  having  bound 
themselves  to  the  exhibitors  by  the  promise  to  allot  space,  were  compelled 
to  incur  a  considerable  expenditure  in  order  to  provide  the  necessary  coTcred 
space  for  the  exhibition. 

It  was  also  found  necessary  to  advertise  the  exhibition  much  more  largely 
than  had  been  done,  and  these  two  items  together  hsTe  amounted  to  about 
£860,  a  sum,  the  expenditure  of  which  was  totally  unforeseen  by  the 
Institute*  Should  all  this  additional  amount  have  to  be  defrayed  from 
the  ordinary  resources  of  the  Institute,  the  Consress  and  Exhibition  will 
result  in  a  considerable  financial  loss,  a  result  which  has  not  occurred  in 
the  case  of  the  Congresses  held  in  other  towns,  and  would  be  especially 
regrettable  in  the  case  of  any  Institute,  the  whole  of  whose  income  is 
expended  in  trying  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  community. 

if  the  Corporatiun  of  Newcastie  could  see  their  way,  under  these  excep- 
tional circumstances,  to  meet,  say,  half  this  expenditure  of  £800^  the 
receipts  and  expenses  of  the  Congress  and  Exhibition  would  just  about 
balance ;  and  then,  although  the  ODundl  would  not  be  able  to  report  upon 
the  meeting  as  a  fiinancial  success,  it  woold  yet  be  saved  the  disagreeable 
and  disappointing  duty  of  announcing  to  the  members  of  the  Intitiite  that 
the  visit  to  Newcastle  had  resulted  in  a  financial  failure. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  yoors  faithfully, 

F.  DK  Chiumont,  M.D.,  F.B.S., 

Chairman  of  Council. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Wilbon,  seconded  by  Mr.  Aid. 
Btxphxvbon,  the  letter  was  referred  to  the  Sanitary  Oommitteey  to 
report  npon  to  the  Council. 

▲SSIGiniBlffT  oh  MAaDALKNB  HOSPITAL  ISTATB. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  ANors,  seconded  by  Mr.  Aid.  Stiwabt, 
it  was  resolved  to  seal  the  consent  to  the  assignment  of  leasehold 
premises,  used  as  an  institution  for  the  deaf  and  dumb|  part  of  the 
Magdalene  Hospital  Estate. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Angus,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hbnzbll,  it 
was  resolved  to  seal  consents  to  the  assignments  of  leasehold 
premises  situate  at  No.  18,  St.  Thomas  Street ;  premises  situate  at 
the  south  end  of  Pawton  Dene  Terrace;  and  premises  called 
Garden  Oottage,  Camden  Street;  all  parts  of  the  Magdalene 
Hospital 
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1HB  QQVS  OF  CEnaHAL  PEOftBODTIOnB. 

On  the  iDOtion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt,  seconded  bjr  Mr.  Aid. 
Stephehsoh,  it  was  resolved  that  the  return  of  the  amount  paid 
for  eriminal  prosecntions  at  Seesions  and  Assizes,  for  the  half-year 
ended  June  80,  1882,  amounting  to  £461  7s.  4d.,  he  sealed. 

SLAUOHTBR  HOUSES. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  moved  that  licenses  to  occupiers  of  slaughter 
houses  be  sealed.  He  said  the  houses  had  been  examined  bj  the 
Sanitary  Officer,  and  they  were  in  a  condition  to  be  licensed. 

Mr.  0.  8.  Smith  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

OENBRAL  DI8TEI0T  KATE  FOB  THE  PARKS. 

Mr.  YouLL  presented  to  the  Council  and  moved  the  approval  of 
an  estimate  for  a  General  District  Kate  for  Eiswick  and  Armstrong 
Parks,  to  meet  the  expenses  from  the  present  time  to  March  25, 
1888.  Under  the  last  City  Improvement  Act  power  was  taken  to 
collect  the  General  District  Rate  at  the  same  time  as  the  of  her 
rates;  and  to  meet  the  expenditure  till  the  end  of  the  present 
financial  year  would  require  a  district  rate  of  one  penny  in  the  £. 
The  estimate  was  as  follows  :-—>Estimated  income  to  March  25, 
1888  : — Bents,  kc,  £54  8b.  lid.;  rate  of  one  penny  in  the  £  on  a 
rateable  valoe  of  £695,829  estimated  to  produce,  after  deducting 
compensations  to  owners,  empty  properties,  &a,  £2,460  ;  totid 
£2,514  8s.  lid.  Estimated  expenditure:  Interest  on  money 
borrowed  and  instalment  of  repayment  of  loans,  £1,079  198.  9d.;  coet 
of  collecting  rates,  &c,  £47  7s.  7d.;  maintenance  charges  (Eiswick 
Park,  £417  lOs.;  Armstrong  Park,  £612  10s.),  £1,030;  debit 
balance  at  November  27,  1882,  £122  lis.  6d.;  totol  expenditure, 
£2,279  18s.  lOd.;  estimated  balance  to  next  year,  £284  10s.  Id. 

Mr.  Aid.  Geeosoh  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  4a 

NEWCASTLE  GBAIN  AXD  GEVERAL  WAHEHOUSUrO  00. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlet  presented  the  following  report,  and  moved  that 
it  be  printed  and  circulated  among  the  members : — 

The  Finanoe  Oommittea  have  to  report  to  tfa^  Counotl  that  the  Dirsolofs 
of  the  Nttwoaetle  Ghraio  and  General  Warehoaeing  Company,  limited,  have 
ajiplied  to  them  to  have  the  Company  pieced  on  a  more  favourable  footiag 
with  regard  to  rent,  paokage  and  oraoage  duee,  &c.,  than  the  terms  which 
are  now  in  existence  between  the  Company  and  the  CorporatioD. 

The  Comjpany  oocupy  4,863  (square  yards  of  ground  tor  their  building  at 
the  North  Shore,  payug  to  the  Corporation  a  perpetual  annual  rent  charge 
of  £1,327  6b.  9d.,  there  also  being  a  clause  iu  the  deed  empowering  the 
Compaoy,  within  twenj^-five  yean  from  28ih  December,  187^  to  pnrahase 
the  rent  dharge  of  the  Corporation  at  the  som  of  £88,183  10a. 

In  order  that  the  Coonoil  may  have  the  whole  of  the  f aots  befose 
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tli«  oomnlttM  oonnder  it  MLviMble  to  ■nbiiiit  a  oopy  of  the  doomnMit 
forwarded  to  them  by  the  Directors,  as  the  groonds  on  which  they  baae 
their  claims  for  a  faTOurable  ooosideratioii  of  their  ease  :— 

[Copy  qf  Documtnl  rrferred  <o.] 

nwGASTLB  aBAnr  and  oinkral  warbhoubimo  oompant,  luotid. 

JUNE  16th,  1882. 
No.  1. 

▲Mition  of  fhe  **  In  all  ports  of  any  importance  it  is  the  rule  that  goods 
ST^Sb  taSdS  Iwfoiight  *m  transit'  for  the  interior  and  other  ports  are 
bjiSelKirehoiiae  exempt  from  local  quay  and  other  dues,  in  order  to  fsdli- 
Oampsnyvex-thlp  toto  sach  traffic,  for  which  a  keen  competition  exists ;  as 
to^r'^^nuuu  ^••■^^  especially  rmlar  steamers,  cannot  come  to  the 
ihSwSnt  1^1^  V^  at  all  if  debarred  from  taking  goods  <  in  transit.' 
or  to  other  ports.' 

The  sTenge  total  "Charges  at  Newcastle  are  very  high  compared  with 
SSSSSd^'IKot  **"*«»' Tyne  I>ock,  and  especially  at  West  fiirtlepool, 
"tn  transit."  to  ^®  latter  being  a  most  dangerons  competitor.  For 
which  the  a\)OTe  instance,  the  lowest  rate  that  can  be  charged  by  the 
'25!?fP5S[**^"^  Warehouse  Company  for  delivery  direct  to  rail  is  lid.  per 
5S^?S.  OT  ^^  o^  F-*"*  ^^^^^  ^^^^  •*  Tyne  Dock,  which  fact  is  the 
abont  £100  Pack-  canae  of  devimting  two  large  cargiies  of  Calif omian  wheat 
■«•    Does    per  from  the  Company    this  week,  besides   frequent  other 


No.  2. 

WltlMiiawai  ofac-  «The  railway  lines  orossing  the  Quay,  and  the  sb'ght 

^  into  froSI  «^«n«on  at  the  west  end  of  the  warehonses  now  asked 

of    vaxehoiuet,  ^or,  are  highly  conducive  to  the  general  trade  of  the  port, 

anountiiig      to  and  are  practically  only  a  slight  addition  to  the  lines  on 

^V^^mSfai?'*''  *^®  Q*i*y»  l**d  down  and  maintoined  by  the  Corporation 

mneetton  with  ^^^  ^^^  North  Esatem  Railway  Company ;  it  is,  therefore, 

the  North  Bast-  not  just  that  the  Grain  Warehouse  Company — ^whioh  is 

aBaUwaymain  beuetitiog  the    trade  of  Newcastle  infiuitely  more  than 

ImtalJSe!^^^  *^«  North  Eastern  RaUway  Company— should  pay  for 

nMreellbetiial  what  is  provided  for  the  latter  company  out  of  the  public 

haiKltingof empty  funds. 


No.  8. 

Wlthdxawal  of  all  •*  It  has  already  been  oonclusively  shown  by  oompara* 
•S^Utherto^for  ^^®  statemeots  rendered,  that  the  charges  made  by  the 
fO  per  cent  of  Wareh  >use  Company  for  landing  goods  to  Quay  mi&e  it 


afford  to  charge  for  their  whole  work. 

"Hie  clause  in  onestion  was  entirely  foreign  to  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  tne  agreement,  and  was  imported  and 
insisted  npon  only  at  the  last  moment  on  the  plea  that 
the  Grain  Warehouse  machinery  would  displaoe  the 
Corporation  cranes  on  that  section  of  the  Qaay,  and 
cause  them  loss  of  revenue. 

''This  is  an  entire  fallacy,  as  90  per  oent.,  if  not  all  the 
work  done  by  the  Warehouse  Company  would  never  have 
oome  to  Newc  stle  Qu  y  without  them.  In  order  to  avoid 
the  appearance  of  obstinacy  aud  further  delay  in  complet- 
m^  toe  deeds,  the  stringent  opposition  to  this  clause  was 
withdrawn  at  the  time,  but  under  the  distinct  promise  made 
by  the  Finance  Committee,  *that  if  practical  working 
should  proTc  the  inadmissibility  of  this  clause  it  would  be 
favonraoly  reconsidered,  and  that  such  promise  should  be 
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entared  In  the  minatafl  of  the  Fmanoe  Committee.'  That 
this  promiee  hai  not  been  entered  on  the  minates  may 
have  Deen  an  ovenight  of  the  officiak.  That  the  Direoton 
of  the  Warehouse  Company  did  not  obtain  written 
evidence  of  this  promise  may  have  been  an  error,  bnt  the 
promise  csn  be  proved  by  living  evidence.  The  impoesi- 
bUity  of  payine  these  rates  has  been  shown,  and  it  is 
earnestly  hoped  that  the  Finance  Committee  will  see 
their  way  to  withdraw  the  above  aoooonts,  and  cancel  the 
clause. 

No.  4. 

Wlthdimvrsl  of  ia-  «  When  ooDsiderinff  the  merits  of  this  application,  it 

SSS?  money'of  "  necessary  to  keep  m  view  many  matters  of  very  wide 

land  for  5  jltn,  public  importance.     For  many  years  past  the  import  trade 

from  ist  Not  ,  of  Newcastle  has  gradually  but  surelv  lost  grouod,  beoom- 

JSl'^^^'iflS^*  ing  more  and  more  confined  to  retail  local  requiremmta, 

1M6,  ud  reduj  i;;^^^^   pi,ees  like    Hartlepool,    formerly  suppUed  by 

sent  p«r  annum  Newcastle  merchants,  is  now  competing  with  tiiem  not 

dnzing  the  flTt  only  in  the  surrounding  district  but  at  their  very  dooiB. 

Srom^lrt  Sov*  ^he  North  Eastern  Railway  Company  have  persiatenay 

1880,  to  Slat  OeC  d<>°^  <^  ^^^^®  ^  possible  for  Newcastle,  and  even  at  T^ne 

1891.'  Dock  nothing  was  done  to  meet  the  altered  trade  require- 
ments, from  the  evident  desire  of  diverting^  trade  into 
Hartlepool,  where  every  facility  is  being  provided. 

"All  this  the  Corporation  of  Newcastle  have  been 
and  are  treating  with  apathy,  and  even  the  most  trifling 
matters  can  be  obtained  only  with  such  difficulties  that 
the  most  ardent  advocates  of  obviously  necessary  improve- 
ments do  not  oare  to  renew  the  attempt  to  secure  them. 
The  works  of  the  Warehouse  Company  nave  changed  this 
deplorable  state  of  things  already  to  a  large  extent.  Ships 
of  the  largest  size  have  brought  cargoes  to  the  Quav 
from  the  United  States,  Calif umia,  Australia,  fto.,  which 
would  never  have  come  to  it — many  of  them  not  even  to 
the  Tyne,  but  for  these  warehouses ;  and  the  foundation  is 
thus  laid  fi>r  a  steady  development  of  a  splendid  trade, 
which  must  immensely  benefit  all  sections  of  the  oom- 
mnnity,  no  matter  whether  directly  engaged  in  it  or  not^ 
and  thus  gradually  regain  for  Newcastle  the  position  in 
the  import  trade  which  is  due  to  her  as  the  metropolis  of 
the  North. 

"The  merchants  of  Newcastle,  through  the  Warehonsa 
Company,  have  nuule  and  are  making  strenuous  efforts  to 
help  themselves,  and,  as  shareholders,  they  have  sjpent 
£84,000,  which  is  so  far  entirely  pro  bono  nublico,  Iney, 
thersfore,  feel  themselves  justified  in  calling  upon  the 
Corporation  to  bear  so  trifling  a  portion  of  the  burden  on 
purely  public  grounds.  The  treatment  received  by  the 
Company  at  the  hands  of  the  Corporation  was,  from  the 
moment  it  became  aware  that  the  quay  \^ould  not  be  com- 
pleted within  the  ffuaraoteeil  time,  auch  that  it  is  not 
pleasant  to  recall  it  to  memory ;  arbitrary  alterations  of 
conditions  of  aj^reement  and  additions  of  new  ones,  never 
dreamt  of  before ;  most  unjustitiable  delay  in  comoUting 
the  deeds,  caosins  the  Company  great  expense  legally  and 
otherwise ;  and  all  for  the  purp  se  of  protecting  the  Cor- 
poration from  the  serious  connequenoes  of  their  failing  to 
oomplrte  the  quay  within  the  stipulated  time.  All  the 
arrangements  of  the  Company  being  based  upon  this 
oomp&tion  within  proper  time,  very  heavy  loMes  fell  upon 
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thecn  by  hayinff  to  atop  all  oontimota,  loofling  penal 
daiiMt,  completely  upsetting  all  arrangements  for  occapa- 
tion  of  cellars  and  ground  floors,  the  establishment  of 
steamboat  lines,  kc,  and,  moreover,  very  heavy  direct  loss 
in  interest  on  capital,  ihe  losses  safifered  by  the  Ware- 
hoose  Company  in  oonsequeuoe  of  all  this  very  far  exceed 
the  requests  now  made,  and  so  far  from  the  directors  of 
the  Warehouse  Company  seeking  any  favours  from  *'the 
many*'  for  the  benefit  of  "the  few,"  they  deem  the 
granting  of  these  four  requests  either  necessary  as  an  act 
oi  mere  justice  to  the  Company,  or  ur^ntly  demanded  by 
the  best  and  most  vital  oommercial  mterests  of  the  com- 
munity. The  whole  matter  is,  simply  and  shortly,  that  the 
Warehouse  Company  have  practically  lost  their  money, 
and  conferred  a  boon  of  £84,000  upon  the  ratepayers,  from 
whom  they  now  seek  a  temporary  relief,  trifling  compared 
to  the  incalculable  present  and  future  benefits  giveo,  and 
which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  carry  on  the  Company's 
work. 

"Such  being  the  case,  and  the  matter  of  the  highest 
importance  to  the  commercial  future  of  Newcastle,  it  is 
worthy  of  grave  and  impartial  consideration." 
A  sab-4M>mmittee  of  your  oommittee  have  had  an  interview  with  the 
Direotors,  and  the  whole  subject  has  received  the  most  careful  considera- 
tion by  your  coounittee,  and  they  herewith  have  to  submit  the  following 
reoommendations  which  they  strongly  urge  upon  the  Council  to  accept, 
via. : — 

With  respect  to  danse  No.  1,  as  to  the  abolition  of  Package  Dues,  your 
oonunittee  ooald  not  entertain  the  same,  and  recommend  that  it  be 
declined. 

With  reference  to  clause  No.  2,  your  committee  resolved  : — *'That  the 
Grain  Warehouse  Company  be  relieved  from  payment  of  £1,467  28.  1  Id., 
the  cost  of  Uying  the  railway  in  front  of  [and  into]  the  warehouse  [upon 
comdHion  that  the  Company  pay  to  the  Corpgratitm  £5  6s,  per  annum  in 
reepeet  of  the  portion  of  the  rails  laid  toithin  the  warehouse  until  the  purchase 
bff  ihe  Company  of  the  freehold],  and  that  aov  further  extension  of  railway 
in  oonnection  ifith  the  warehouse  be  laid  and  kept  in  repair  at  the  expense 
of  the  Company,  and  not  to  be  removable  without  the  consent  of  the 
Corporation. 

With  respect  to  the  charge  of  £5  58.,  it  has  since  been  ascertained  that 
the  Corporation  did  not  lay  any  of  the  rails  within  the  warehouse,  and  your 
oommittee  recommend  that  the  above  resolution,  with  the  exception  of  the 
words  in  brackets,  be  confirmed. 
Bequest  No.  8  your  committee  recommend  should  be  declined. 
In  regard  to  No.  4  your  committee  resolved,  *'That  the  interest  be 
reduced  from  4  per  cent,  to  2  per  cent,  for  five  years,  from  the  1st  May, 
1882,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Council,  and,  if  necessary,  the  Lords  of 
the  Treasury ;  the  latter  portion  of  the  request  beioff  declined,  viz.,  reduc- 
tion to  2  per  cent,  per  annum  during  the  five  following  years,  from  1st 
Korember,  1886,  to  dlst  October,  1891,  and  they  recommend  that  this 
resolution  be  confirmed." 

Tear  oommittee  have  not  come  to  these  oonolusions  without  satisfying 
themselves  that  the  recommendations  which  they  now  submit  for  the  cou- 
ftrmation  of  the  Couucil,  besides  being  in  their  opinion  fair  and  reasonable 
to  the  Company,  will  be  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the  Corporation. 

Lookink;  at  the  great  benefit  the  inhabitants  of  Newcastle  derive  from 
having  these  l^rge  warehouses  on  the  Qnavside,  and,  considering  the 
manner  in  which  the  Company  have  carried  on  their  trade  durinn  the 
depressed  and  disastrous  times  they  have  experienced,  the  Council  are 
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Mked  to  Maist  ihe  Company  iu  carrying  on  their  enteiprise  by  granting 
their  requeats  as  recommeaded,  which  yonr  committee  oonaider  will  be  fair 
to  all  parties,  THOMAS  HiDLET,  Chairman. 

Town  H41,  Newcastle,  2nd  I>ecember,  1882. 
Mr.  Dixon  seconded  the  motion. 
Agreed  to. 

THE  GBAMMAB  SOHOOL — ^THB  HBAB  MABTBBSHIP. 

Mr.  Aid.  Angus  presented  and  moved  the  confirmation  of  the 
following  report : — 

The  Schools  and  Charities  Committee  have  to  report  to  the  Council  that 
it  will  be  reqaisite,  owing  to  the  resignation  of  the  Rev.  B.  Christopherson, 
that  a  Head  Master  of  the  Grammar  School  should  be  appointed  as  early  as 
circumstance  1  will  permit. 

In  onler  that  as  uttle  delay  as  possible  might  ensae,  an  interview  has  been 
held  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Charity  CommiBsloners,  with  the  view  of 
endeavourin(<  to  get  the  new  scheme  settled  for  the  management  and  regula- 
tion of  the  Grammar  School. 

The  result  of  the  interview  has  been  that  the  draft  of  the  clauses  affecting 
the  Head  Master  has  been  submitted  to  your  committee  by  the  Charity 
Commissioners,  in  which  it  is  expected  that  no  substantial  variation  will 
take  pi  ice  in  the  actual  scheme  itself,  when  fully  prepared. 

The  master  to  be  appointed  will  be  subject  to  the  provisions  relating  to 
the  tenure  and  duties* of  the  office,  which  are  usually  inserted  in  schemes  for 
grammar  schools  under  the  Endowed  Schools  Act. 

The  draft  of  the  scheme  sets  forth  that  the  Head  Master  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  Governors,  who  may  dismiss  him,  after  six  calendar  mmt^s  Written 
notice  givt  n  to  him  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  P'^>Md  at  certain  meetioAS 
of  the  CouDcil.  He  will  also,  before  taking  office  under  the  scheme,  ds 
reouire*!  to  sign  a  declaration  in  the  manner  set  forth  in  the  scheme. 

He  will  als  >  be  required  to  dwell  in  the  residence  assigned  to  him,  and 
will  occupy  the  house  in  respect  to  his  official  character  and  duties,  and  not 
as  tenant  and  shall,  if  removed  from  his  office,  deliver  up  possession  of  such 
residence  and  other  property  to  the  governors,  or  as  they  direct. 

The  Head  Master  shall  not  hold  any  beaetice  having  the  cure  of  souls. 

He  will  have  the  sole  power  of  appointing,  and  may  at  pleasure  i" 
all  assistant  masters. 

The  scheme  will  also  provide  that  the  Head  Master  shall  receive  a  fixed 
stipend  of  £200  a  year,  and  a  capitation  payment  dependent  upon  the  num- 
ber of  boys  in  the  school,  but  not  b  ing  less  than  £2  a  year  on  each  boy. 

Your  committee  recommend  that  no  expectations  should  be  held  ont  to 
the  Head  Master  that  he  will  be  permitted  to  take  boarders,  and  that 
applications  be  only  received  from  gentlemen  who  have  succeeded  in 
obtaining  honours  in  mathematics  or  classics  in  one  of  the  Universities. 

Yonr  committee  have  to  recommend  the  Council  to  confirm  this  report^ 
in  order  that  steps  may  be  taken  to  invite  applications  by  advertisement. 

JoK.  ANOUSk  Chairman. 

Town  Hall,  Newcastle,  6th  December,  1882. 

— He  said  it  was  important  that  this  report  shonld  be  confirmed  at 
once,  so  that  the  matter  might  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mittee in  such  a  way  that  they  conld  deal  with  it  A  considerable 
time  often  elapsed  before  all  arrangements  conld  be  made  in  con- 
nection with  the  head  masterships  of  8choo]& 

Mr.  Aid.  Greoson  seconded  the  motion.  He  was  glad  that  the 
report  contained  a  clause  relating  to  boarders.     Greater  attention 
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W&8  often  paid  to  the  pupils  who  paid  handsomely  for  boarding  than 
to  day  scholars. 

Mr.  Inolbdbw  objected  to  the  recommendation  of  the  committee 
to  the  effect  that  applications  be  received  only  from  gentlemen  who 
had  taken  hononrs  in  mathematics  or  classics  at  one  of  the  TJniver- 
titi€«.  That  was  not  a  fair  stipalation.  It  did  not  follow  that 
gentlemen  who  had  taken  high  positions  in  either  mathematics  or 
classics  would  be  the  best  teachers  of  children.  It  was  considered 
that  often  persons  who  stood  high  in  particular  subjects,  such  as 
mathematics  or  classics,  had  given  their  attention  solely  or  chiefly  to 
those  matters  in  order  to  obtain  honours,  and  neglected  the  study  of 
other  subjects.  The  appointment  should  be  open  to  graduates  of 
the  Universities.  He  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  words 
**  and  that  applications  be  only  received  from  gentlemen  who  have 
BDOoeeded  in  obtaining  honours  in  mathematics  or  classics  in  one  of 
the  Universities  "  be  struck  out  of  the  report. 

Hr.  YouLL  seconded  the  amendment  He  said  that,  in  ord^r  to 
get  a  better  choice  of  persons  to  conduct  the  Grammar  School,  the 
field  of  selection  should  be  extended.  Under  the  scheme  the  Head 
lAaster  must  have  taken  a  degree  at  one  of  the  Universities,  and,  if 
the  selection  were  limited  to  gentlemen  who  had  obtained  honours 
in  mathematics  or  classics,  they  might  find  a  gentleman  full  of  head 
knowledge,  but  who  was  not  thoroughly  competent  to  impart  know- 
ledge to  scholars.  There  were  many  improvements  to  be  made  at 
the  school,  and  if  the  appointment  was  open  to  graduates  the  Councir 
would  be  more  likely  to  find  a  gentleman  well  able  to  carry  on  the  school. 

Mr.  Browne  said  that  by  requiring  applicants  to  have  obtained 
hononrs  the  Council  would  be  showing  that  they  wished  to  fix  a 
high  standard.  About  half  of  the  whole  number  of  men  who  took 
degrees  at  the  Universities  also  took  honours,  and  of  those  who  took 
hononrs  a  considerable  number  took  them  in  either  classics  or 
mathematics.  The  recommendation  of  the  committee  would  exclude 
those  men  who  got  through  the  University  in  a  poor  manner,  and 
those  who  went  to  the  Universities  for  social  reasons,  and  the 
selection  would  be  limited  to  those  who  studied  with  reasonable  care 
and  attention.  A  University  tutor  would  say  that  a  man  who  read 
moderately  hard  shonld  be  able  to  go  through  and  take  honours. 
He  hoped  the  Goandl  would  adopt  the  report  as  presented. 

Mr.  Hbnzbll  spoke  in  support  of  the  amendment.  The  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee  would,  he  said,  limit  the  Council  in  the 
choice  of  candidates.  If  gentlemen  who  had  taken  honours  applied 
for  the  appointment,  and,  all  things  being  equal,  he  had  no  doubt 
that  the  choice  would  fall  upon  one  of  those  gentlemen ;  but  a 
gentleman  fully  competent  for  the  head  mastership  might  be  found 
among  men  who  had  not  taken  honours. 

Mr.  Aid.  YouNo :  By  the  provisions  of  the  scheme  the  Head 
Master  must  be  a  master  of  arts. 
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Mr.  Newton  asked  whether  any  new  arraDgement  wooid  he  made 
in  regard  to  the  stationery  department  of  the  Grammar  School 

Mr.  Aid.  Angus  said  the  question  of  stationery  had  not  come 
under  the  consideration  of  the  committee.  It  was  understood  that 
stationery  had  been  supplied  to  boys  by  the  Head  Master  at  the 
cost  of  the  articles.  The  matter  was  under  the  consideration  of  the 
committee  some  time  ago,  but  it  had  not  been  recently  considered. 
There  had  been  no  complaint  about  the  stationery,  but  still  it  was  a 
point  upon  which  a  regulation  might  be  made  with  the  new  master ; 
and  it  certainly  was  not  understood  by  the  committee  that  any 
emolument  attached  to  the  supplying  of  stationery.  The  only  reason 
the  committee  had  for  inserting  the  condition  respecting  candidates 
having  taken  honours  was  to  secure  that  the  master  should  stand  in 
the  very  highest  pot^sible  position.  There  was  a  very  large 
population  in  the  district,  and  there  were  several  competitive 
institutions,  and  likely  to  be  more,  and  it  was  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance that  the  Head  Master  of  the  Grammar  School  should  be  a  man 
who  had  taken  the  very  highest  position;  and  a  gentleman  who  had 
simply  attained  the  rank  of  a  master  of  arts,  without  honours,  could 
hardly  be  said  to  have  attained  the  highest  position.  He  believed 
if  the  Council  appointed  a  man  of  high  distinction  to  be  Head 
Master  it  would  show  that  they  were  determined  to  make  the 
Grammar  School  one  of  the  highest  educational  establishments  in 
the  country. 

On  a  show  of  hands  the  amendment  was  agreed  to,  26  voting  for 
and  19  against     The  repoit,  as  amended,  was  then  confirmed. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  suggested  that  it  should  be  made  a  con- 
dition that  personal  canvassing  by  any  candidate  would  be  held  to 
be  a  disqualification. 

Mr.  Richardson  :  It  is  too  late ;  there  has  been  oanrassing 
already. 

Mr.  Baekas  said  that  by  personal  canvassing  the  Council  had  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  the  candidates. 

Mr.  Browne  suggested  that  members  of  the  Council  should  not 
pledge  themselves  to  support  any  one  candidate  until  all  came  before 
the  Council. 

ALTERATION  OF  BUILDINGS  IN  FALOONAR  STREET. 

Mr.  Aid.  Angos  presented  the  following  report : — 

The  Schools  and  Charities  Committee  have  to  report  to  the  Coonoil  that 
they  have  liad  before  them  an  application  from  Mr.  W.  Temple,  the  leasee 
of  land  in  Falconar  Street,  Sbielatield,  part  of  the  estate  of  the  St.  Mary 
Magdalene  Hospital,  requesting  the  permission  of  the  Corporation  to  waive  a 
covenant  m  the  lease,  io  the  effect  that  "he  shall  not  idter  the  outwaxd 
appearance  of  the  dwelling  houses,  erections  and  bnildings  now  standing 
and  being  therein,  without  the  consent  of  the  Corporation.^ 

The  pr«)po8ed  alter  ition  comprises  an  additional  doorway  at  the  back,  and 
the  divudon  of  the  back  yard  of  each  of  the  honses  owned  by  Mr.  Temple, 
the  front  elevation  of  the  houses  not  being  interfered  with. 
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If  this  alterstion  is  oarried  oat  it  will  enable  each  hooBe  to  be  oooapied  by 
two  tenants,  Mr.  Temple  having  ooneiderable  difficulty  in  letting  honses  of 
this  description  in  that  locality  to  one  tenant. 

The  plans  havo  been  before  the  Town  Improvement  Committee,  who  have 
passed  the  same. 

Your  committee  have  to  recommend  that  the  assent  of  the  Corporation  be 
given  to  this  alteration. 

Jon.  Akous,  Chairman. 
Town  Hall,  Newcastle,  6th  December,  1882. 

LSASE8  OF  OOBPOBATION  PROPKBTT  AT  WALKEB. 

The  Town  Olebk  read  the  following  report : — 

The  Finance  Committee  have  to  report  to  the  Council  that,  sabjeot  to 
their  approval,  arrangements  have  been  made  witii  Mr.  William  Dobson 
for  a  lease  to  him  of  fonr  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  river  Tyne  at  Walker, 
for  the  purpose  of  a  shipbuilding  yard,  for  a  term  of  75  years,  at  a  rental  of 
£100  per  acre  per  annum.  Portions  of  the  land  reanired  by  Mr.  Dobson  for 
his  shipyard  are  at  present  in  lease  to  Messrs.  Bell  Brothers  and  other 
persona,  with  whom  arrangements  have  been  made  for  their  surrender. 

In  connection  with  the  surrender  by  Messrs.  Bell  of  the  property  required 
to  enable  the  proposed  lease  to  Mr.  Dobson  to  be  granted,  it  is  necessary 
that  an  arranffoment  recently  made  by  the  committee  for  the  surrender  of 
property  lately  held  in  connection  with  the  Walker  Alkali  Company,  aud 
also  hv  Messrs.  Bell,  should  be  carried  out,  as  well  as  an  arrangement  made 
with  Messrs.  Bell  to  grant  a  new  lease  to  them  of  portions  of  the  land  pro- 
posed to  be  snrreudered,  as  shown  upon  the  plan  herewith  annexed.  With 
regard  to  the  latter  surrender,  the  property  consists  of  111,132  square  jrards 
of  ground  adjoining  the  river  T^oe  at  Bill  Point,  at  Walker,  and  is  com- 
mised  in  seven  Imses  for  terms  which  will  expire  as  to  four  of  them  in 
19SSB,  and  as  to  three  of  them  in  1034^  at  rentus  amounting  together  to 
£427  13iL  lOd.  per  annum. 

The  ground- has  been  used  for  the  purpose  of  the  manufacture  of  alkali, 
and  the  buildings  upon  it  are  for  the  most  part  in  a  verj^  dilipidated  condi- 
tion, and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  ground  comprised  in  two  of  the  leases 
is  covered  with  a  deposit  of  alkali  rerase,  a  large  portion  of  which  deposit 
was,  however,  in  existence  at  the  time  the  leases  were  granted. 

dk  the  dissolution  of  the  Walker  Alkali  Company  in  1877,  a  portion  of 
the  property  was  assigned  to  Lomas  and  Co.,  and  a  portion  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Bell. 

Lomas  and  Co.  was  wound  up  in  November,  1878,  and  in  March,  1880,  the 
attention  of  this  committee  was  called  to  the  dilapidated  condition  of  the  pro- 
perty which  had  been  assigned  to  that  company ;  and  negotiations  were  opened 
with  Mr.  Henderson,  to  whom  the  interest  of  the  company  in  the  property 
had  been  assigned,  which  resulted  in  an  offer  to  surrender  the  property  to 
the  Corporation  upon  the  payment  of  £1,000  to  Mr.  Henderson,  which  offer, 
after  careful  consideration,  the  committee  declined  to  accept.  Further 
negotiations  for  the  surrender  of  the  property  to  the  Corporation  were 
entered  into,  both  with  Mr.  Henderson  and  Mr.  Bell,  which  have  resulted 
in  an  arrangement  that  the  whole  of  the  property  in  question  be  surrendered 
to  the  Corporation,  on  condition  that  no  payment  be  made  thereon  by  the 
Corporation,  and  tiiat  the  Corporation  relinquish  all  claim  for  rent.  The 
rent  which  is  proposed  to  be  relinquished,  in  coosideration  for  the  surrender 
of  the  property,  is  three  years  rent  of  that  portion  of  the  property  lately 
held  by  Lomas  and  Co.,  amounting  altoeether  to  £032  6s.,  iJl  of  which, 
except  £166  7s.  8d.,  the  rent  for  the  hau-year  ended  Lady  Day,  188  J,  has 
aocmed  due  pending  the  negotiations  for  the  surrender,  and  while  that 
portion  of  the  property  has  been  unused  and  entirely  unremunerative. 

Your  oomnuttee,  taking  into  consideration  the  long  unexpired  perioda  of 
the  leases,  as  to  three  of  them,  62  years,  and  as  to  four  of  them,  46  years, 
and  the  destructive  nature  of  alkali  works  and  the  damage  to  the  groond 
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oftused  by  the  depoiit  of  alkali  refuse  upon  it,  and  for  whieh  damage  the 
committee  are  advised  tbe  Corporation  have  no  remedy  under  the  present 
leases,  and  which  deposits  may,  therefore,  continue  to  be  made  dunug  the 
long  terms  yet  unexpired  of  the  leases,  believe  it  to  be  to  the  interest  of  tbe 
Corporation  to  accept  a  surrender  on  the  above  terms. 

Ajid  having  regard  to  the  rent  proposed  to  be  paid  by  Mr.  Dobson,  and 
the  improvement  of  tbe. Corporation  property  at  Walker  by  tbe  inoreased 
demand  for  building  sites,  which  the  committee  believe  will  be  tbe  result  of 
the  influx  of  the  large  number  of  workmen  to  be  employed  in  the  new  works, 
they  recommend  the  Council  to  confirm  this  report. 

Thohas  Bkdlht,  Chairman. 

Dated  the  2nd  day  of  December,  1882. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  eaid  it  was  very  important  that  tbe  report 
should  be  at  once  confirmed.  He  moved  the  snspension  of  the 
standing  orders  in  order  that  he  might  propose  the  confirmation  of 
the  report. 

Mr.  Aid.  STEPHKNSOif  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Newton  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  report  be  printed 
and  circalated  among  the  members,  and  be  considered  at  a  fntare 
meeting.  The  Coancil  should  know  what  they  were  doing  before 
confirming  the  report 

Mr.  Inolbdew  seconded  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  said  that,  if  the  report  was  not  confirmed 
to-day,  Mr.  Dobson  woald  accept  the  offer  of  another  piece  of 
ground  at  Wallsend. 

Mr.  Hbnbbll  :  There  oaght  to  be  time  allowed  to  consider  this 
matter. 

Mr.  Aid.  HBDLBr  :   We  will  lose  a  tenant  at  £400  a  year. 

Mr.  Hbnzbll  did  not  think  Messrs.  Bell  would  stand  in  the  way 
of  tbe  Corporation  granting  the  lease  to  Mr.  Dobson.  He  did  not 
think  any  member  of  the  Council  outside  of  the  Finance  Committee 
could  understand  the  subject. 

Mr.  Tbmplb  said  there  were  a  considerable  number  of  leases  of 
land  at  Walker ;  and  the  leases  in  qnestion  had  been  distinguished 
by  the  names  of  the  iron  works  leases,  and  the  alkali  works  leases. 
The  iron  works  land  was  in  the  centre,  at  the  west  end  was  the 
land  held  under  the  alkali  leases,  and  at  the  east  end  was  the 
land  which  Mr.  Dobson  wanted  ;  and  jutting  into  the  latter  plot  of 
land  was  a  piece  of  land  held  under  the  iron  works  leasea  Before 
Mr.  Dobson  applied  for  a  lease  of  the  land,  the  Borough  Engineer 
had  pointed  out  the  necessity  of  the  Corporation  getting  possession 
of  the  piece  of  land  which  jutted  into  the  plot  of  land  ;  and  the 
necessity  for  that  became  greater  when  Mr.  Dobson  made  his 
application.  The  last  time  the  committee  met  Mr.  Bell,  the 
conclusion  was  come  to  that  Mr.  Bell  should  give  up  the  strip  of 
land  needed  for  Mr.  Dobson,  and  in  consideration  of  doing  so,  the 
Corporation  would  give  Mr.  Bell  a  piece  of  land  at  the  west  end, 
and  which  was  held  at  the  present  time  under  the  Alkali  Company's 
leases.    The  oommitteoy  the  Borough   Engineer,  and  the  Towa 
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Clerk  thought  that,  under  all  oircamntanoM,  the  best  thhig  the 
Corporation  could  do  was  to  sabmit  to  Messrs.  BelPs  terms,  for  the 
aimple  reason  that  Messrs.  Bell  appeared  to  have  the  whip  band. 
Taking  all  things  into  consideration  he  thoaght  this  was  the  best 
oonrse  the  Council  could  possibly  take,  especially  when  there  was  a 
prospect  that  a  large  number  of  workmen  would  be  brought  to 
Walker  by  the  opening  of  Mr.  Dobson*s  shipbuilding  yard,  and  so 
increase  the  Talue  of  the  Corporation  estate.  If  the  Coancil  did  not 
confirm  the  report,  it  was  certain  that  Mr.  Dobson  would  go  else- 
where. 

On  a  division,  Mr.  Newton's  amendment  was  negatived  by  a  largo 
majority,  only  seven  hands  being  held  up  for  it.  The  motion  for 
the  SQspension  of  the  standing  orders  were  then  put  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bell  asked  the  length  of  river  frontage  of  the  land  proposed 
to  be  leased  to  Mr.  Dobson. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlbt  said  the  land  was  at  Wincomblee,  and  had  a 
river  fruntage  of  between  500  and  600  feet.  A  public  road  passed 
through  the  land,  and  that  road  could  not  be  closed  up  unless  the 
Corporation  got  possession  of  a  portion  of  the  land  already  leased  ; 
and,  unless  this  were  done,  Mr.  Dobson  would  not  be  able  to  use 
the  land  for  shipbuilding  purposes.  It  had  been  mentioned  that 
when  Mr.  Dobsou  commenced  shipbuilding  about  800  men  would  be 
employed ;  and  houses  would  have  to  be  built  to  accommodate  them. 
The  Corporation  owned  farms  which  could  not  be  let,  and  the  land 
was  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Corporation  ;  and  a  good  portion  of 
the  land  might  be  leased  at  a  good  rent  for  building  upon.  The 
Property  Committee  went  carefully  into  the  subject,  and  reported  to 
the  Finance  Committee;  and  the  Finance  Committee  earnestly 
wished  the  Council  to  confirm  the  report  to-day.  The  principal  part 
of  the  report  referred  to  the  Walker  Alkali  Company's  leases.  The 
Corporation  could  not  get  possession  of  the  piece  of  land  required  for 
the  exchange  with  Messrs.  Bell,  unless  they  accepted  the  surrender 
of  the  Alkali  Company's  leases.  He  moved  the  confirmation  of  the 
report 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  LfOLEDEW  :  What  rent  does  Messrs.  Bell  pay  ? 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlet  :  Bell  Brothers  rental  is  low. 

Mr.  Inolbdew  :  What  frontage  to  the  river  has  Bell  Brothers  ? 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlet  :  They  have  a  long  frontage. 

Mr.  Jost  PH  B.  Ellis  believed  the  Corporation  at  present  got 
£28  a  year  for  the  ground  which  was  to  be  leased  to  Mr,  Dobson 
for  £400  a  year. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlet  said  the  Walker  Local  Board  held  a  portion  of 
the  land  at  present,  and  the  Corporation  would  have  to  find  the 
Board  a  piece  of  ground  on  which  to  deposit  stones,  &c. 
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Mr.  Bbll  :  Is  Meesra.  Mitcheirs  yard  CorporatioQ  property  ? 

Mr.  Aid.  EbsDLET :  Tea. 

Mr.  Bbll  :  In  estimating  the  rent  to  be  paid  by  Mr.  Dobson  I 
SQppoee  the  Finance  Gommittee  have  taken  into  cousideration  the 
rent  paid  by  Messrs.  Mitchell  ? 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  :  Messrs.  Mitchell  pay  aboat  £20  an  acre  per 
year. 

Mr.  Bbll  said  Mr.  Dobson  would  hare  land,  with  500  to  600  ft. 
of  frontage,  at  the  best  part  of  the  ri? er,  and  wonld  be  able  to  build 
a  dozen  ships  at  once. 

Mr.  JosBPH  B.  Ellis  :  He  says  seven  ships. 

Mr.  Bbll  :  Well,  he  wonld  say  ten  ships.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  Mr.  Dobson  was  getting  a  very  cheap  bargain.  Sites  for  ship- 
building yards  were  very  much  sought  after.  A  company  was 
attempted  to  be  floated  a  short  time  ago,  and  the  proprietor  of  the 
laod— not  at  Walker— wanted  £9,000  for  the  freehold  of  land  <m 
which  there  was  space  for  building  only  four  or  fire  smsll  ships. 

Mr.  TouLL  said  that  leases  held  by  the  Walker  Alkali  Company 
and  by  Messrs.  Bell  had  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Property 
Committee  for  two  or  three  years,  and  the  only  difference  between 
the  Finance  Committee  and  the  Property  Committee  was  as  to 
whether  the  Walker  Alkali  Company's  leases  were  to  be  dealt  with 
separately,  or  dealt  with  along  with  Bell  Brother's  leasea  The  report 
presented  by  the  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  whole 
of  the  leases  be  dealt  with  together.  The  price  to  be  paid  by  Mr. 
Dobson  was  the  highest  paid  for  land,  being  nearly  double  the 
amount  paid  for  any  land  on  the  side  of  the  river  between  Blaydon 
and  the  mouth  of  the  Tyne,  up  to  the  present  time.  This  was, 
perhaps,  the  only  piece  of  land  on  the  river  side  which  the  Corpora- 
tion had  in  hand  at  the  present  time  ;  but  by  the  surrender  of  the 
leases,  as  proposed  in  the  report,  land,  with  about  eight  times  as  much 
river  frontage,  would  be  given  up  to  the  Corporation.  A  large 
portion  of  this  land  was  so  covered  with  the  refuse  from  the  Alkali 
Works  that  probably  it  would  not  be  available  for  works,  but  the 
time  might  come  when  it  would  be  used.  The  committee  had  done 
the  best  they  could,  and  he  trusted  the  Council  would  adopt  the 
report 

Mr.  JoBBPH  B.  Ellis  believed  Mr.  Dobson  was  negotiating  for  a 
piece  of  land  at  Wallsend,  but  when  the  land  at  Walker  came  into 
the  market  Mr.  Dobson  applied  for  it  and  stopped  his  negotiations 
for  the  Wallsend  land.  Mr.  Dobson  expected  the  Corporation  would 
give  him  possession  of  the  land  immediately,  and  if  the  lease  were 
agreed  to  the  Corporation  would  not  only  receive  £100  per  acre  for 
land  which  now  only  produced  £4  to  £5  an  acre,  but  would  be  able 
to  dispose  of  land  for  working  men's  houses.  There  would  be  800 
to  1,600  men  brought  together  at  the  place  in  the  course  of  a  few 
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f  eftrg,  and  probably  before  balf  the  term  of  the  lease  had  expired  the 
nomber  would  be  increased  to  2,000.  The  Corporation  estate  was 
being  depreciated  in  valae  year  by  year  for  agricnltaral  purposes, 
bat  by  bringing  large  works  to  the  place  the  Talae  of  the  land  for 
boilduig  purposes  was  being  increased. 

Mr.  Newton  said  he  was  very  reluctant  to  enter  a  protest  against 
Mr.  Aid.  Hedley's  motion,  but  he  must  propose,  as  an  amendment, 
that  the  consideration  of  the  report  be  deferred,  in  order  that  a 
Burrey  of  the  estate  may  be  made  by  the  whole  of  the  members  of 
the  Council  at  an  early  date.  The  question  invoWed  in  this  subject 
was  one  of  very  grave  importance  to  the  Corporation.  They  were 
told  that  the  immediate  confirmation  of  the  agreement  with  Mr. 
Dobson  was  absolutely  essential.  When  Mr.  Dobson  made  his 
application  to  the  Finance  Committee  it  was  not  necessary  to  hare 
the  piece  of  land  held  by  Messrs.  Bell ;  and  he  regretted  exoeedingly 
that  Mr.  Dobson*s  application,  and  the  subject  of  the  Walker 
Alkali  Company's  leases  were  now  mixed  up  together ;  they  ought 
to  be  dealt  with  as  distinct  transactions.  The  Property  Committee 
had  not  endorsed  the  action  of  the  Finance  Committee.  About 
three  months  ago  the  Property  Committee  reported  to  the  Finanoe 
Committee  as  to  the  indebtedness  of  the  lessees  of  the  property 
known  as  the  Walker  Alkali  Works  leases,  and  recommended  that 
they  be  compelled  to  pay  the  arrears  of  rent;  and  the  Finance 
Committee  went  to  the  expense  of  taking  counsel's  opinion  to 
ascertain  who  the  responsible  persons  were.  Those  members  of  the 
Council  who  had  seen  the  property  held  under  those  leases  would 
be  somewhat  startled  by  its  condition.  The  property  known  as  the 
Walker  Alkali  Works  was  a  discredit  to  any  landowner;  the 
buildings  had  been  pulled  down  to  get  the  timber  with  which  they 
had  been  erected ;  the  machinery  had  been  torn  up  in  order  that 
the  iron  might  be  got  hold  of  and  turned  into  money ;  everything 
of  the  least  value  had  been  either  broken  up  or  carted  away. 
Heaps  of  refuse  covered  nine  acres  of  land ;  and  the  late  Borough 
Engineer  (Mr.  Fowler)  said  it  would  require  £11,000  to  £12,000 
to  remove  that  refuse ;  and  the  present  Borough  Engineer  informed 
the  Finance  Committee  that  the  cost  of  removal  would  be  twice  the 
value  of  the  land.  The  Corporation  were  entitled  to  a  rent  of  over 
£300  per  annum,  and  there  were  arrears  of  rent  amounting  to 
nearly  £1,000.  The  opinion  of  counsel  was  that  the  originid 
lessees,  Mr.  Thomas  Bell  and  Mr.  Richard  Cail,  were  responsible 
to  the  Corporation  for  any  indebtedness  in  respect  to  these  leases. 
Why  this  question  should  be  mixed  up  with  Mr.  Dobson's  applica- 
tion he  was  at  a  loss  to  understand.  The  Walker  Alkali  Company^ 
and  Messrs.  Bell  Brothers  were  distinct  firms ;  there  might  be  family 
relationships ;  but,  for  the  purposes  of  the  Corporation,  and  for  all 
the  purposes  of  the  leases,  they  were  dealt  with  as  distinct  partieOi 
The  Property  Committee  interviewed  Mr.  Bell — ^not  Mr.  Thomas 
Bell,  but  Mr.  Bell  of  Bell  Brothers — and  the  impression  conveyed 
by  him,  according  to  Mr.  Temple's  opinion,  was  that  Bell  Brot£tt» 
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ware  quite  prepared  to  deal  witb  this  portion  of  land,  independent 
of  the  Walker  Alkali  Works  leases.  Messrs.  Bell  Brothers  paid 
^25  and  £20  a  year  for  this  land;  and  it  was  not  fair  to 
add  to  that  £45,  the  £310  a  year  which  Messrs.  Bell  and 
Gail  ought  to  pay  to  the  Corporation  for  a  property  which 
was  now  absolutely  useless.  In  dealing  with  questions  of 
this  kind  the  Oonncil  oould  not  keep  themselres  too  far  from 
suspicion.  Where  transactions  of  this  description  transpired  in 
which  members  of  the  Gonucil  were  concerned  we  at  least  ought  to 
avoid  any  appearance  of  haste  in  the  matter.  The  annual  rental  of 
the  Walker  Alkali  Works  leases,  which  it  was  proposed  to  surrendcTi 
was  £310  a  year;  and  if  gentlemen  would  capitalise  that  amount 
for  the  fifty  years  which  the  lease  had  yet  to  run — and  during  which 
period  this  property  would  be  utterly  valueless,  unless  the  Corpora- 
tion spent  £12,000  to  remove  the  refuse  which  occupied  almost  the 
whole  of  the  river  frontage — the  sum  would  accumulate  to  £48,000 ; 
and  the  heirs  of  the  original  lessees  would  be  responsible  for  all  the 
indebtedness.  He  asked  the  Council  to  pause  in  this  matter.  Let 
the  Finance  Committee  endeavour  to  deal  with  Mr.  Dobson,  as  no 
doubt  they  could  do;  but  he  had  a  strong  belief  that  it  was  the 
desire  of  some  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Fiuance  Committee  to  nae 
Mr.  Dobson's  application  as  a  lever  to  push  the  other  bubinesa 
forward.  ('*  No,  no.'*)  Ko  injury  would  be  done  by  this  matter 
standing  over  for  a  week  in  order  that  the  members  of  the  Council 
might  see  the  wreck  which  it  was  proposed  to  hand  over  to  them. 
Many  members  of  the  Finance  Committee  knew  very  little  of  the 
property ;  they  had  seen  it  in  travelling  on  the  railway  or  river ; 
but  when  dealing  with  a  big  question  of  this  kind  a  more  accurate 
knowledge  was  necessary.  As  to  the  Walker  Alkali  Works  leases, 
if  the  Corporation  compelled  payment  of  the  arrears  of  rent,  the 
gentlemen  who  were  the  lessees  and  were  responsible,  would  find  it 
so  inconvenient  to  pay  rent  for  a  useless  property  that  they  would 
be  willing  to  give  the  Corporation  something  handsome  to  get  out 
of  their  awkward  position. 

Mr.  Aid.  SoOTT  said  he  would  like  to  know  if  the  Walker  Alkali 
Company,  or  the  gentlemen  named  by  Mr.  Newton,  were  liable  to  the 
Corporation  for  the  arrears  of  rent.  He  understood  that  the  works 
last  belonged  to  a  limited  liability  company  which  had  ceased  to  exist 

The  Town  Clbbk  :  As  to  the  greater  part  I  have  no  doubt  the 
original  lessees  are  liable. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Ellis  :  Suppose  these  leases  are  not  surrendered 
have  the  lessees  not  power,  under  the  leases,  to  cover  every  bit  of 
groond  in  the  same  way  as  they  have  covered  a  portion  of  it  already  7 

The  Town  Clibk  :  To  a  great  extent  they  have. 

Mr.  Dixon  :  That  was  one  of  the  reasons  why  this  report  makes 
this  recommendation. 

The  Towv  Olskk  :  It  is  one  of  the  reasona. 
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Mr.  Wm.  Wilson  seconded  Mr.  Newton's  amendment  He  said 
if  the  members  of  the  Council  inspected  the  property  in  qnestioa 
they  would  see  how  the  Corporation  property  had  been  dealt  with. 
A  greater  mass  of  rains  could  hardly  be  seen.  Property  which  the 
lessees  were  bonnd  to  maintain  in  proper  condition  had  been  com* 
pletely  destreyed.  As  to  the  lessees  having  power  to  cover  the 
whole  of  the  land  with  refnse  from  alkali  works,  it  mnst  be 
remembered  that,  before  that  could  be  done,  the  works  wonld  have 
to  be  rebuilt.  What  the  Finance  Committee  recommended  would 
form  a  very  bad  precedent.  If  the  Council  -were  going  to  take  a 
sponge  and  wipe  out  liabilities  in  the  way  proposed,  others 
would  ask  for  the  same  thing  to  be  done  in  other  cases.  If  the 
Council  surrendered  money  which  it  was  their  duty  to  endeavour  to 
obtain^  he  did  not  know  how  they  could  legally  enforce  payment  of 
rates. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbksor  said  he  was  very  glad  the  Council  had  got 
this  subject  put  upon  its  proper  basis  at  last.  There  had  been  a 
good  dttd  of  mystery  connected  with  this  matter  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end ;  but  at  last  Mr.  Newton  had  told  the  Council  his  reid 
view ;  because  the  point  of  his  speech  was  to  show  that  one  gentle- 
man, a  member  of  this  Corporation,  was  one  of  the  original  lessees 
of  the  land  in  question.  A  more  inconsistent  and  inconsiderate 
speech  it  had  never  been  his  misfortune  to  listen  to  during  the 
thirteen  or  fourteen  years  he  had  bad  the  honour  of  being  in  the 
Council,  than  that  just  made  by  Mr.  Newton.  What  did  Mr. 
Newton  tell  the  Council  7  He  told  them  that  he  objected  to  having 
the  report  confirmed  to-day  because  members  of  the  Council  knew 
nothing  about  it — he  objected  to  having  something  pushed  down 
their  throats  because  they  were  not  altogether  acquainted  with  the 
fiftcts,  and  the  ins  and  outs  of  the  case.  He  hoped  the  Council 
would  give  him  credit  for  sincerity  when  he  said  he  believed  Mr. 
Newton  to  be  an  intelligent  man,  and  a  member  of  the  most  intelli- 
gent of  the  sub-committees — ^the  Property  Committee,  which  had 
actually  sat  in  solemn  conclave  upon  this  subject  for  nearly  three 
years.  Since  March,  1880,  down  to  the  present  day  it  had  been 
the  constant  study,  aim,  and  purpose  of  the  Property  Committee, 
to  txy  and  find  a  solution  of  this  diflBicult  question.  It  was 
necessary  that  he  should  go  back  in  order  to  put  the  Council  into 
possession  of  the  real  facts  of  the  case.  Some  years  ago  the 
Corporation  leased  to  the  Walker  Alkali  Company  this  ground  at 
Walker.  About  the  beginning  of  1877  the  Walker  Alkali 
Company  dissolved,  Mr.  Richard  Cail  and  Mr.  Thomas  Bell  being 
the  only  surviving  partners  at  the  time,  and  they  surrendered  their 
interest  in  the  leases  to  Messrs.  J.  Lomas  and  Co.,  Limited. 
Messrs.  Lomas  and  Co.  were  not  able  to  carry  on  their  commercial 
affairs  with  that  success  which  they  deserved,  and  about  the  close 
of  1878  they  filed  a  petition  or  became  bankrupt  The  Corpora- 
tion then  found  that  a  gentleman  stepped  in  and  said,  *'  these  leases 
belong  to  me;  I|  Mr.  Henderson,  have  lent  certain  money  to  thia 
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firm  of  Lomas  and  Co.;  and  yon  must  talk  to  me."  All  these  facts 
were  pnt  before  Mr.  Newton  and  the  Property  Committee,  and  had 
been  in  their  hands  from  1878  down  to  the  present  time;  and  what 
did  that  committee  do  1  When  the  Property  Committee  opened 
negotiations  they  fonnd  that  the  amount  of  rental  then  dne  from 
Lomas  and  Ca  to  the  Corporation  was  £155  ;  eyery  sizpenoe  of 
rent  had  been  paid  except  the  last  half-year.  Who  was  to  blame 
for  all  the  accumulation  of  rent  since  that  time  t  Mr.  Newton  and 
his  committee ;  if  they  had  not  messed  and  spoiled  the  thing,  the 
matter  would  have  been  settled  long  ago ;  and  the  Council  knew 
the  reason  now — the  Property  Committee  wanted  to  put  it  on  to 
their  yenerable  friend,  Mr.  Aid.  Call.  During  the  two  years-and- 
a-half  that  these  negotiations  had  been  going  on  the  arrears  of  rent 
had  swollen  from  £155  to  £932  ;  but  he  held  that  the  Corporation 
were  in  no  sense  entitled  to  that  If  they  had  gone  to  Messrs.  Lomas 
and  Co.,  or  to  Mr.  Henderson,  who  held  possession  of  the  leases, 
and  said  **  £155  is  due  for  rent,"  no  doubt  Mr.  Henderson  would 
have  paid  that  money.  The  Council,  through  the  sub-committee, 
opened  negotiations,  and  they  had  not  come  to  any  conclusion  until 
that  day ;  and  now  that  sub-committee,  represented  by  Mr.  Newton 
and  Mr.  Wilson,  said,  "  we  must  have  the  whole  pound  of  flesh  ; 
we  insist  upon  the  payment  of  the  £932  ;  although  for  two  years- 
and-*-half  negotiations  have  gone  on  we  will  have  the  rent,  notwith- 
standing that  it  is  our  blundering  that  has  caused  it  to  increase ; 
and  we  will  pitch  into  Mr.  Richard  Cail,  because  he  is  the  only 
surviving  partner  of  the  Walker  Alkali  Company."  That  was  one 
side  of  the  question ;  and  he  (Aid.  Stephenson)  would  tell  the 
Council  the  other  side.  Mr.  Aid.  Cail  was  the  only  surriring 
partner  of  the  late  Walker  Alkali  Company,  and  he  was  solvent  and 
able  to  pay ;  and  he  (Aid.  Stephenson)  thought  that  was  the  only 
reason  that  could  have  prompted  the  speech  of  Mr.  Newton.  How 
did  the  Property  Committee  treat  Mr.  Henderson  who  had  posses- 
sion of  the  leases  7  They  thought  it  highly  important  and  most 
desirable  that  the  leases  should  be  got  back  into  the  hands  of  the 
Corporation.  Some  of  the  leases  had  52  years  to  run,  and  the 
others  46  years.  The  Property  Committee  went  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Hood  Henderson,  and  said,  *<  What  will  you  take  for  a  surrender 
of  these  leases  7  "  Mr.  Henderson  made  an  exceedingly  moderate 
proposal  ;  he  said,  <<  I  will  take  £2,500,  and  release  the  whole  of 
the  land  into  your  hands ;  I  have  an  interest  in  these  leases  for 
about  fifty  years;  and  I  will  give  you  possession  of  111,000  square 
yards  of  land  if  you  pay  me  £2,500."  That  proposal  was  not 
accepted  by  the  sub-oommittee ;  and,  after  a  considerable  interval 
of  time,  Mr.  Henderson  abated  his  o£fer,  and  said,  "  I  will  take 
£1,500."  The  sub-committee  would  not  agree  to  that  At  last 
Mr.  George  Armstrong,  solicitor,  said,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Hendersoui 
*<  to  end  the  thing  and  be  done  with  it  I  will  take  £1,000  ;  and,  as 
yon  contend  there  is  £930  due  from  the  lessees  of  this  ground 
to   tbe   Corporation,   let   it   be   a   condition   that,   inatead   of 
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70a  giving^  ma  X1,000  in  CAsb,  yon  release  those  gentlemen 
from  payment  of  the  accrued  rent;  and  we  will  cry  quits 
for  all  time  to  come.*'  He  had  stated  to  the  Council  the  true  facts 
as  they  actually  occurred.  About  the  beginning  of  September  a 
report  was  presented  by  the  Property  Committee  to  the  Finance 
Committee  recommending  the  Finance  Committee  to  issue  a  writ 
against  Mr.  Richard  CaiL  That  recommendation  was  not  the 
result  of  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  Property  Committee,  nor  was 
it  carried  by  an  oyerwhelming  majority  ;  it  was  carried  by  the 
easting  Tote  of  the  chairman.  There  was  a  yery  large  meeting  of 
the  Finance  Committee  in  September  when  the  report  of  the 
Property  Committee  was  submitted,  and  every  hand  was  held  up  in 
favour  of  the  rejection  of  the  report^  excepting  Mr.  Newton,  who 
Toted  against  it,  and  Mr.  Toull  who  did  not  Tote  at  all  And  now, 
after  that  practically  unanimous  TOte  of  the  Finance  Committee, 
the  question  was  brought  up  again.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Property 
Committee  held  last  week,  Mr.  Toull  was  in  the  chair,  in  the 
absence  of  the  chairman,  and  Mr.  Dobson's  proposal  was  placed 
before  them  for  the  first  time.  When  the  practically  unanimous 
vote  was  given  by  the  Finance  Committee  in  September  nothing 
whatever  was  known  of  Mr.  Dobson^s  proposal;  Mr.  Dobson's 
proposal  was  made  subsequently.  Mr.  Dobson's  proposal  came 
before  the  Property  Committee,  and,  instead  of  accepting  loyally, 
as  they  ooght  to  have  done,  the  interpretation  which  the  Finance 
Committee  had  put  upon  the  surrender  of  the  leases  and  the 
forgiveness  of  rent,  they  went  out  of  their  way,  and  had  the 
impertinence  to  pass  a  resolution — seven  members  were  present, 
three  voted  one  way,  and  three  the  other,  and  Mr.  YouU  gave  the 
casting  vote-^calling  upon  the  Finance  Committee  to  rescind  the 
resolution  of  September  to  which  he  had  already  referred.  A  largo 
meeting  of  .the  Finance  Committee  was  held  on  Saturday,  and  Mr. 
Newton  found  himself  in  a  miserable  minority.  The  subject  now 
came  before  the  Council.  The  Finance  Committee  believed  that 
the  proposal,  which  embraced  the  three  things,  was  the  best  for  the 
interests  of  the  Corporation.  If  the  land  were  leased  to  Mr.  Dobson 
a  new  population  would  spring  up  in  the  district.  If  the  Corporation 
got  possession  of  the  other  land  they  could  develope  it  in  every  way, 
and  try  to  get  a  class  of  people  there  who  would  improve  the 
property,  borne  one  stated  that  the  heaps  of  refuse  from  the  Alkali 
works  were  near  the  quay.  The  heaps  were  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  river ;  and  Uie  river  frontage  was  clear  and  undisturbed. 
If  the  Council  allowed  Mr.  Dobson  to  get  free  from  his  proposal 
they  would  lose  a  good  tenant,  and  would  also  lose  all  those 
advantages  which  had  been  described  by  the  gentlemen  who  sup- 
ported the  confirmation  of  the  report. 

The  Council  voted  as  follows  upon  Mr.  Newton's  amendment  :— 

Fob  na  Aunbiivkt  :— Counoillon  W.  Wilson,  Ingledew,  Hsnaell,  and 
N«wt(in~4. 
4^»Al»XBaAiiiK9Bm:-*The  Mayer  and  Shoriff;  Aldennsa  Esdie j. 
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Stephenson,  Angni,  Potter,  Yoang,  Gregson,  Soott,  Stewart,  Wilioii,  sad 
Ridley ;  CoaaciUors  Grsy,  1>ob8oii,  Winter,  Tooll,  GL  S.  Smith,  Owen, 
Browne,  Cutter,  Milling,  Cnlley,  San<ier8on,  W.  Scott,  Bell,  Diokinson. 
Calvert,  Andersen,  Stephens,  Joeeph  B.  Ellis,  Dizon,  C'H>k,  Richardson, 
Bowden,  Johnson,  Su>at»  Barkas,  Temple,  and  O.  R.  Hedley— 39. 

Dkjlivkd  to  Vora :— Aid.  CaiL 

The  amendment  wm  Dogatived,  and  the  motion  for  the  adoption 
of  the  report  waa  pnt  and  carried  by  a  show  of  hands. 


THE  GAS  BUPPLT. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stkphehsoh  presented  the  following  report : — 

Laboratory  and  Assay  Office,  75,  Side,  Newcastle-npon-Tyne, 
2nd  December,  1882. 
Dbab  Sib,  —I  have  the  honour  of  sending  yon  the  results  of  my  examina- 
tion  of    the    quality    of    the    gas   snppUed    to  this  borough    by    the 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne  and  Gateshead  Gas  Company  : — 


Date. 

DlnmiDating  power 

BnlphnrinlOO 
oabiofaaiofgM. 

bjdrogen. 

Not.   7. ....... 

_  ae 

161 
167 
160 
160 

4-31  grains. 
683       „ 
7-41       „ 
741       „ 

Nil, 
>» 

"  «.z:". 

^    28 

Sugg's  No.  1  London  burner  and  the  Metropolitan  Gku  Beferees'  sulphur 
testing  apparatus  are  used  in  testing.  According  to  Act  of  Parliament  the 
gas,  when  tested  with  this  apparatus,  should  not  be  of  less  illuminating 
power  than  15|  standard  sperm  candles,  nor  contain  more  than  20  grains 
of  sulphur  per  100  cubic  feet.  The  gas  should  also  be  quite  free  from 
sulphuretted  hydrogen. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly,  JOHK  Pattihsoii. 

To  Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson,  Chairman  of  the  Oas  and  Water  Committee 
of  the  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  City  Council. 

THE  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  TouLL  presented  the  following  reports  : — 

Laboratory  and  Assay  Office,  76,  Side,  Newcastle-on-iyne^ 

November  23rd,  1882. 

I  beg  to  report  that  I  have  analysed  a  sample  of  the  water  supnlied  to 

this  borough  by  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company,  tsJien  by 

me  from  a  tap  in  Dean  Street^  on  the  8th  instant,  and  that  I  find  it 

oontains  as  follows,  per  gallon : — 

TMal  solid  matter  dried  St  SlSoFsli SO«)0«ni 

Ohlorine  o-SSO   „ 

Phospbocio  add SUghttfaet 

Mltroffen  M nitrates   O^iSSgrs. 

▲mmooia   0*001     , 

▲Ummlnoid  ammonia 0*009    „ 

Oxygen  abflorbed  immediately  at  80<^  FalL  01)09    „ 

OzyKen  absorbed  in  foar  hours        do. 0*192    » 

BaHnassbohMre  boiling  (Olarke's  scale) 170  d 

Eardness  after  boilinic  one  hoar  (do.)  • 6*7 

BmeU  when  heated  to  I00<>  Stt Koas 

Xtaowpplosl  c       '     ' 
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nil  and  three  ottier  eamplea  taken  on  the  laroe  day  from  tape  In  Bliwlok 
Boad,  Sootswood  Boad,  ana  the  Quayaide  were  foand  to  be  clear  and  free 
from  soapended  mattera.  The  imalyns  indicatea  that  the  water  now  has 
•boat  its  normal  amonnt  of  peaty  organio  matter. 

(Sifl^ned)    JoHK  PATTXntov. 
J.  G.  Tonll,  Esq.,  Yioe-Chairman  of  the  Oaa  and  Water  Committee 
of  the  NewcaRtle-apon-Tyne  City  Council. 

QVANTXTT  OF  WATKB  IN  8T0BV. 

Whittle  Dene  reaervoiza        522,638.857  ifalla. 

Hallington  reaeryoir 085.604,282     „ 

Colt  Crag  reaefToir     480,851,763     ,, 

litteSwinbarn  84,406,486     ,» 


Total 
Horembar  d0th»  1882. 


1,673,400.878     „ 
Qxo.  Smith,  Seorttaij. 


■XWIBIIIO,  PAVUrO,  AVD  FLAOOINO. 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLSOH  moved  the  application  of  the  provisiona  of  the 
Newcaatle-apon-Tyne  ImproToment  Act,  1865,  relating  to  the  for- 
mation of  new  streets,  tp  the  streets  nndermentioDed  :  —  That 
such  streets  be  sewered,  pared,  and  flagged  with  the  materials, 
according  to  the  manner  and  levels  specified  by  the  Town  Surveyor 
in  his  estimate  of  the  costs  attending  the  several  works,  ^at 
snch  estimate  be  adopted  and  confirmed  by  the  Conncil,  and  that 
ihe  requisite  notices  be  forthwith  given  to  the  respective  owners, 
as  required  by  the  Act: — 


Ram^ofScNrt. 

Fnpoeed 

Level  or 

InoUn»- 

tkm. 

Miteriala 

and 
Dimeneians 

of  Oewoii 
eadDmina. 

Materials 

for  and 

Width  of 

lywtpatha. 

ICaterialfl 
for  and 
Width  oC 
PftTement 
orCarriace 
way. 

■ftimated 
Goal 

Whinstone 
Kerb^ 

Oaithneea 
naca. 

Whin 

or 
Gnuiite 
Chipa. 

il   e.  d. 

W~8ti-t 

Iin7i 

It-in.  Muii. 
teiypipei 

6fk.61n. 
wide 

17  ft.  wide 

n7  17    8 

▲lUon  Bow,  from   North 
■nd  to  Gataway  at  Wert 
Snd  of  Dunn's  Bopery    ... 

lln«0 

do. 

7ft  wide 

S6  ft  wide 

181    •   8 

Boad  aeRM  Kotth  Suton 
BaQway,  from  Bonth  Bnd 
of  Dalton  Street  to  North 
IndofAlhioaBow 

llnSOO 

do. 

6ft.to7ft. 
wide 

isfttotea 

wide 

817  18    8 

llaSS 

do. 

8ft  wide 

S8  ft  wide 

104  14    8 

Al.lOl  18  11 

Mr.  Aid.  Yomro  seconded  the  motion. 
Agreed  to. 
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TBI  APFBOPBXATIOV  OV  MOVST  VBOM  BirFBAN0BUBKKirT8  AHD  SALBft 
OV  PBOPEBTT. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  presented  the  following  report : — 

The  FinADoe  Committee  have  to  reoonmiend  to  the  Coanoil  that  an  appli- 
eatiou  be  made  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  for  their  consent  to  the  appli- 
cation of  the  whole  or  a  portion  of  the  sam  of  £81,502  19i.  lOd.,  the 
unapplied  balance  of  the  monies  arising  from  ESnfraochisements  and  Sales  of 
Corporation  Property  since  the  appropriation!  sanctioned  by  the  Treaaair 
in  1862,  to  such  of  the  following  porposes  as  their  Lordships  may  think 
fit,  ▼^:— 

Cattle  Sanatorium 

New  Police  Courts  

Extension  of  Cattle  Market       

Reconstruction  of  Sheep  Market 

Erection  of  Stablins  at  the  Friars 

Wholesale  Vegetable  Market  Covering,  ko. 

Erection  of  Toll  House,  Tyne  Bridge  ... 

Erection  of  Fish  Market,  Close 

Main  Sewer  through  Walker  Estate     ... 

New  Road  through  Walker  Estate 


...  £32,718  11 

0 

...  84,718  7  10 

...   6,841  13 

8 

...   4.743  0 

...   6,807  12 

...   6,983  6 

490  12 

...   6,050  13 

...   1,467  8 

...   6,800  0 

Town  Hall,  23rd  November,  1882. 


Thomas  Hbdlkt,  Chairman. 


▲DJOUBKMBNT. 


On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Hbolet,  seconded  by  Mr.  Aid.  Wilbov, 
the  Goaneil  adjourned  to  January  lOth,  18.83. 
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ADJOURNED     MEETING. 


WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  10,  1883. 


Ah  adjooraed  meeting  of  the  Coancil  was  held  to-day  in  the  Ooanoil 
Chamber.  The  Major  (Mr.  Gibson)  was  in  the  chair,  and  there 
w^re  also  present — the  Sheriff;  Aldermen  Ridley,  Gail,  Wilson, 
Stewart,  Plnmmer,  Hamond,  Scott,  Hedley,  Gregson,  Potter,  Angus, 
Cowen,  Stephenson,  Yonng;  Coancillors  Winter,  J.  Barker  Ellis, 
Hepworth,  Quin,  Browne^  Owen,  Dickinson,  Bowden,  Dobson, 
Jackson,  Stoat,  Nelson,  Andersen,  Calvert,  Bell,  Newton,  Dixon, 
Oatter,  Oliver,  Barkas,  Wilson,  Holmes,  Richardson,  Ingledew, 
Smith,  Stephens,  Fumess,  Joseph  B.  Ellis,  Sanderson,  Henzell, 
Soott,  Gray,  Galley,  Temple,  Satton,  and  Cook. 

MB.  ALD.  HAMOHD. 

The  Mayor  said  it  wonld  be  agreeable  to  the  members  of  the 
Coandl  that  he  should  welcome  back  to  the  Council,  Mr.  Aid. 
Hamond,  on  this  his  first  appearance  there  since  November  9th. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  Aid  Hamond  thanked  the  Mayor  most  sincerely  for  the  kind 
mentioa  he  had  made  of  him ;  and  he  hoped  he  would  try,  as  hitherto, 
to  do  his  duty. 

'     THE  SURBEITDEB  OV  THB  WALKEB  ALKAU  00MPA1IT*8  LBASB8. 

Hie  TowH  Olxbk  read  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  two 
previous  meetings. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamoitd  said  he  did  not  wish  to  take  exoeption  to  the 
minutes,  because  he  supposed  they  contained  a  true  accoant  of  what 
took  place  at  the  preyious  meeting;  but,  although  he  listened 
carefully  to  the  minutes  relating  to  the  Walker  property,  he  heard 
nothing  at  all  about  what  the  property  was,  nor  about  the  surrender 
of  the  Walker  Alkali  Company's  Leases.  This  was  a  matter  of 
great  importance  to  the  town,  and  the  proceeding  was  a  novel  thing ; 
and  he  gave  notice  that  when  the  proposed  new  lease  came  before 
the  Council,  he  would  feel  it  to  be  his  doty  to  recur  to  the  whole 
proceedings  respecting  the  surrender  of  the  Walker  Alkali  Company's 
Leases — the  surrender  of  the  leases,  the  granting  of  a  new  lease  for 
the  same  period  of  years  as  the  original  lease  was  granted  for,  and 
also  as  to  whether  the  Corporation  were  justified  in  allowing  a 
mortgagee  of  a  sub-lessee  to  despoil  the  property  to  which  the 
Corporation  were  entitled,  as  owners  of  the  land.     He  now  gave 

L 
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fonnal  noUoe  thai  he  woald  objeot  to  the  proceedings  of  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Coancil  with  respect  to  this  matter,  especially  as  the 
motion  with  regard  to  the  surrender  of  the  leases  was  carried  after 
the  saspension  of  the  standing  orders,  and  therefore  came  npon  the 
Coancil  by  surprisa 

The  Town  Olbrk:  The  report  to  which  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  refers 
is  set  out  in  the  minutes  ;  I  did  not  read  it^  bat  I  can  do  so  if  the 
Coancil  wishes. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  It  is  becaose  I  have  read  the  printed  report 
that  I  take  exception  to  the  course  taken. 

The  minutes  were  confirmed. 

SEATS  FOB  ALDBBXBN. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphenson  asked  whether  anything  had  been  done 
with  respect  to  the  seats  in  the  CoudciI  Chamber.  Twelve  out  of 
the  sixteen  aldermen  were  present,  and  every  seat  was  occupied ; 
and  if  another  alderman  came  to  the  meeting  he  would  have  to  find 
a  seat  elsewhere.  He  believed  a  committee  had  been  appointed  to 
consider  this  subject,  and  he  wished  to  know  what  was  being  done. 

The  Mator  believed  the  Council  decided  that  no  alteration 
should  be  made  so  far  as  the  seats  were  concerned.  The  arrange- 
ment with  regard  to  ventilating  and  warming  the  Council  Chamber 
were  being  proceeded  with  as  far  as  possible. 

OOUNCILLOR  NBL80N. 

The  Mayor  said  he  was  sure  the  Council  would  join  with  him  in 
ofiering  congratulations  to  Mr.  Nelson,  who  had  been  seriously  ill 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  Nblson  thanked  the  Mayor  and  the  Council  for  their  expres- 
sion, of  sympathy  with  him. 

THB  LATB  OOUNOILLOR  DEAN. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Ellis  proposed  that  a  letter  of  condolence  be 
forwarded  from  the  Council  to  the  family  of  the  late  Councillor 
Dean. 

Mr.  Stephens  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

THE  TEOETABLE  KABKET. 

Mr.  Dixon  asked  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Conunittee  if  it 
was  intended  to  cover  in  the  south  side  of  the  Vegetable  Market ; 
and  also  whether  it  was  intended  to  erect  shops  up  to  the  west  end 
of  the  market,  and  whether  the  shops  would  be  of  the  same  size  as 
those  already  erected.  He  also  asked  whether  it  was  intended  to 
make  a  carriage  road  or  only  a  foot  road  from  Newgate  Street  into 
the  market. 
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Mr.  BowDKH  Asked  whether  the  shops  already  erected  were  let,  and 
whether  it  had  been  necessary  to  import  into  the  shops  other 
trades  than  the  greengrocery  trade. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  said  the  market  at  present  was  in  a  rery  no- 
satisfactory  state.  The  Finance  Committee  had  sanctioned  the 
plans  for  Uie  roofing  oyer  the  sonth  side  of  the  market,  and  tenders 
for  the  work  would  yery  shortly  be  received.  Plans  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  west  end  of  the  market  were  before  the  Markets 
Committee.  He  thought  their  present  Engineer  suggested  the 
formation  of  an  arcade,  and  a  footway  through  into  the  market 
with  shops  on  each  side.  All  the  shops  had  been  let  for  the  purpose 
for  which  they  were  intended. 

Mr.  BowDBir :  One  shop  is  nsed  for  the  sale  of  leggings  and  other 
things ;  and  I  belieye  there  is  still  one  unoccupied. 

Mr.  Grat  :  We  hare  applications  for  all  the  shops  we  can 
let.  People  are  wuting  for  the  other  shops  being  built ;  and  as 
soon  as  the  Engineer  gives  us  the  plans,  they  will  be  submitted  to 
the  Finance  Committee,  and  then  to  the  Council  for  confirmation. 

Mr.  DizoH :  There  is  a  great  desire  for  shops  for  the  sale  of 
flowers. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlbt  :  The  arcade  is  intended  for  that. 

THB  OINDKB  PATH. 

Mr.  Stbphbks  asked  the  Chairman  of  the  Town  Improvement 
Committee  what  was  being  done,  or  what  was  going  to  be  done 
wiib  respect  to  the  Cinder  Path. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  said  that,  so  far  as  the  Town  Improvement 
Committee  were  concerned,  they  were  done  with  the  Cinder  Path. 
The  committee  made  an  offer  some  little  time  ago  to  the  North 
Eastern  Railway  Company,  and  the  company's  engineer  told  them 
he  would  advise  the  directors  to  agree  to  it.  Since  then,  the  com- 
mittee had  had  no  communication  from  the  company. 

SUNDAT  TRAFFIC  ON  THE  TRAMWAYS. 

Mr.  Stephens  said  that  a  few  months  ago  the  Council  passed  a 
resolution  with  respect  to  arranging  with  the  lessees  of  the  tramways 
on  the  subject  of  decreasing  the  Sunday  traffic  on  the  tramways  ; 
and  he  wiehed  to  know  whether  the  Tramways  Committee  had  had 
an  interview  with  the  lessees  upon  the  subject 

Mr.  Cook  asked  whether  a  letter  had  been  received  from  the 
lessees  of  tramways,  and,  if  so,  what  were  the  contents  of  the  letter. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  said  the  committee  had  had  an  interview  with 
the  lessees  of  the  tramways,  and  discussed  the  question  alluded  to 
by  Mr.  Stephens ;  and  the  committee  had  been  waiting  for  their 
reply.  He  believed  a  reply  had  come  now,  and  in  a  few  days  time 
the  Tramways  Committee  would  consider  the  subject,  and  report  to 
the  CouncU. 
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OONBUL  FOR  HAWAII. 

The  Town  Clbbk  read  the  following  letter : — 

Whitehall,  23rd  Deoember,  1882L 
Sir, — ^The  Consul  General,  at  Honolala,  hayinff  notified  to  Her  Majesty's 
Goyemment  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Ernst  %iesterfeld,  as  Consal  lor 
Hawaii,  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
request  that  yon  will  give  directions  to  the  proper  anthorities  to  recognise 
that  gentleman  in  the  capacity  to  which  he  has  been  appointed,  if  there 
shoald  be  no  objection  to  that  course,  and  that  you  will  inform  the 
Secretary  of  State  whether  such  directions  have  been  giyen. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant^ 
The  Mayor  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  OoontXT  Luiexhqton. 

THB  SALARY  OF  THB  BOROUOH  BVOINBBR. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hkdlbt  said  that  some  little  time  ago  the  Town 
ImproTement  Committee,  being  so  well  satisfied  with  the  way  in 
which  Mr.  Laws  had  discharged  his  duties  as  Engineer  and  Town 
Baryeyor,  decided  to  recommend  the  Coandl  to  increase  his  salary 
from  £600  to  £800  ;  bat,  before  bringing  the  recommendation 
before  the  Council,  it  was  thought  right  that  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee should  be  consnlted.  Consequently  a  joint  meeting  of  the 
two  committees  was  held,  and,  after  some  discussion,  the  joint 
committees  agreed  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Town  Improvement 
Committee,  that  Mr.  Laws*  snlary  shoald  be  increased  from  £600 
to  £800.  At  the  suggestion  of  the  members  of  the  joint  committees, 
Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  and  himself  saw  Mr.  Laws,  and  communicated  to 
him  the  recommendation  of  the  committee.  Mr.  Laws  stated  that 
it  was  unfortunate  that  he  had  not  been  spoken  to ;  he  had  never 
been  consulted  in  any  way  whatever  regarding  the  advance ;  and  he 
pointed  out  to  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  and  himself  that,  after  he  was 
appointed  Borough  Engineer  and  Town  Surveyor,  he  was  requested 
by  the  Finance  Committee  also  to  act  as  Property  Sarveyor.  He 
(Aid.  Hedlej)  was  afraid  the  Council  had  overlooked  that  portion  of 
the  work  ;  and  Mr.  Laws  stated  that  it  was  entirely  over  and  above 
what  he  had  offered  to  do.  Mr.  Laws  said  he  agreed  to  be  Town 
Surveyor  and  Engineer  for  the  salary  of  £600  a  year ;  but  if  the 
Property  Surveyorship  had  been  included  in  the  sdvertisement  he 
most  certainly  would  not  have  offered  to  do  all  the  work  for  any 
such  sum,  or  probably  he  might  not  have  made  sn  application  at  all, 
knowing  that  the  duties  connected  with  the  work  of  the  Property 
Surveyor  were  exceedingly  heavy;  and  he  had  found  from  the 
experience  of  tweWe  months  that  they  were  much  heavier  than  the 
duties  of  the  other  two  offices  put  together.  Mr.  Laws  also  pointed 
out  that  Mr.  Fulton,  as  Borough  Engineer  and  Town  Surveyor,  was 
paid  £700  a  year,  and  Mr.  Lamb,  as  Property  Surveyor,  was  paid 
£800  a  year.  Mr.  Laws  said  the  Council  should  take  into  account 
that  he  had  endeavoured  to  discharge  his  duties  to  the  best  of  his 
ability  during  the  past  twelve  months,' and  thought  he  had  a  claim 
upon  the  Council  for  some  remuneration  for  the  additional  work  he 
had  been  called  upon  to  undertake,  after  he  had  been  appointed 
Engineer  and  Town  Surveyor.     Mr.  Laws  stated  that  if  he  simply 
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hMd  had  to  do  the  work  he  offered  to  do  m  Engineer  and  Town 
Sarveyori  he  would  have  oonaidered  an  advance  of  j£200  a  yery  great 
compliment  to  him,  and  a  yerj  liberal  addition  to  his  salary  of 
J&600  for  discharging  the  duties  of  the  two  offices.  After  hearing 
what  Mr.  Laws  had  stated,  another  joint  meeting  oi  the  Town 
Improvement  and  Finance  Committees  was  held,  at  which  it  was 
decided  not  to  report  to  the  Ck)nncil  in  favour  of  advancing  Mr. 
Laws'  salary  to  £800 ;  but  to  invite  Mr.  Laws  to  communicate  his 
views  to  the  Council  independently  altogether  of  the  two  committees. 
He  was  not  one  of  those  who  supported  Mr.  Laws  when  the  appoint- 
ment was  made,  but  it  had  been  most  gratifying  to  him  to  hear 
from  many  members  of  the  committee  of  the  satisifactory  manner  in 
which  Mr.  Laws  had  discharged  his  duties;  they  considered  he 
discharged  his  duties  well. 

The  Towir  Clbbk  read  the  following  letter  : — 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  OounaUom  <if  NeweoitU-^m'Tyne. 

Gentlemen, — ^The  Town  Clerk  has  oommnnicated  to  me  a  resolution 
paned  at  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Finance  and  Town  Improvement  Com- 
mittees, held  on  the  6th  inst.  (and  of  which  a  copy  ia  annexed),  and  in 
oompjianoe  therewith  I  now  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  *' expressing 
myviewB  to  the  ConnciL" 

\¥hen  Aid.  Hedley  and  Aid.  Wilson  told  me  on  the  2nd  inst.  that  an 
inoreaae  of  £200  had  been  voted  to  my  salary,  I  said  that  while  feeling  it  a 
handsome  aoknowledgment  of  my  services  as  Borough  Engineer  and  Town 
Sorveyor,  I  oonld  not  look  upon  it  as  settling  the  question  of  "  Property 
Snryeyor,"  which  was  distinct  from  the  other. 

In  October,  1881,  yon  advertised  for  a  Borough  Bncineer  and  Town 
Sorreyor  to  carry  oat  all  the  engineering  and  other  works  of  the  Corporation. 
This  adyertisement  I  answered,  asking  £800  salary  (having  been  given  to 
understand  that  the  Oonnoil  would  not  give  more  for  the  first  year),  and 
on  the  7th  December  I  was  elected. 

On  the  2od  Jannarr,  1882,  I  entered  on  my  duties,  and  on  the  5th 
January  I  received  in  addition  from  the  Finance  Committee  the  appointment 
of  "  Property  Surveyor,"  this  being  an  independent  office  not  even  alluded 
to  in  the  advertisement. 

I  undertook,  and  have  carried  out,  the  duties  of  this  office,  which  are  heavy, 
requiring  » large  staff  and  occupying  much  of  my  personal  time  and  attention. 

1  believe  I  may  claim  to  have  satisfied  both  the  Committees  by  the  way 
in  which  my  duties  under  each  have  been  fulfilled.  I  found  the  work  in 
both  departments  wofully  in  arrear,  and  have  spared  neither  time  nor 
labour  in  getting  them  into  working  order,  I  trust  with  some  measure  of 
sucoeas,  thou^  much  remains  to  be  done. 

Having  satisfied  myself,  and  I  trust,  you  that  I  am  able  properly  to 
carry  out  all  the  duties,  I  now  respectfully  ask  yon  to  confirm  the  appoint- 
ment made  by  the  Finance  Conmuttee,  and  while  accepting  the  offer  made 
to  me  on  the  2nd  inst.  by  the  Joint  Committees  as  regards  the  en^eering, 
am  Quite  content  to  leave  the  question  of  the  Property  Surveyorship  in  your 
haods  to  be  dealt  with  at  your  own  time,  and  as  seems  best  to  you. 
I  am,  Gentiemeo,  your  obedient  Servant^ 

January  10th,  1883.  W.  Gxo.  Laws,  City  Engineer. 


{Copy-) 

Town  Clerk's  Office,  Town  Hall, 

Newcastie-npon-Tyne,  5th  Januaiy,  1888. 
Dear  Sir,— Bef erring  to  the  interview  of  Mr.  Alderman  Hedley  and 
Mr.  Alderman  Wilson  with  you  on  Tuesday  last,  on  the  subject  of  the 
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nropoeed  increaM  of  ^oar  laUiy,  »t » joint  meeting  of  the  Fiiuuioe  and  Town 
Improyement  Committees  held  to-day,  a  reeolation  was  passed,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  oopy,  viz.  : — 

'*  That  no  report  be  made  to  the  Coonoil  on  the  matter  at  their  meeting 
to  be  held  next  Wednesday,  and  that  this  meeting  adjoom  nntil  a  day  to  be 
hereafter  fixed  by  the  Chairman  and  Alderman  Wilson,  end  that  Mr.  Laws 
be  invited  to  oommonioate  in  writing  his  views  to  the  Conncil." 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  G.  Laws,  Eso.,  City  Engineer,  &o.,  Hnx  Motuk. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Mr.  Stbphsns  :  I  ask  for  the  prodaotion  of  the  advertisement 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  And  also  for  the  resolution  of  the  Finanoe 
Committee  giving  Mr.  Laws  the  extra  appointment. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gbsosoh  :  There  was  no  extra  appointment 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  moved  that  the  letter  be  referred  to  a  Joint 
Committee  composed  of  the  Town  Improvement  and  Finance  Com- 
mittees. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  BBOwmB  suggested  that  Mr.  Laws'  letter  and  the  advertise- 
ment be  printed  and  circulated  among  the  members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  objected  to  the  letter  being  referred  to  the 
Joint  Committee,  the  members  of  which  had  already  discussed  the 
subject  If  the  matter  was  to  be  gone  into  impartislly  and  justly 
both  to  the  Corporation  and  to  Mr.  Laws,  a  special  committee  should 
be  appointed  to  consider  it.  An  all^ation  was  made  by  Mr.  Laws 
of  a  serious  character,  reflecting  upon  the  Corporation — that  they 
issued  an  advertisement  from  which  was  omitted  a  very  considerable 
portion  of  the  duties  which  they  wanted  an  officer  to  fulfil.  That 
must  be  gone  into  in  a  quiet  and  proper  way.  He  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  that  a  special  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  Mr. 
Laws*  letter,  the  conditions  under  which  he  received  his  appoint- 
ment, and  also  the  resolution  of  the  Finance  Committee  appointing 
him  Property  Surveyor.  This  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever  beard 
of  such  an  office  being  separated  from  that  of  Borough  Engineer. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Ellis  seconded  the  amendment  He  said  they 
heard  in  committee  that  the  mention  of  the  Property  Surveyorship 
was  purposely  left  out  of  the  advertisement  It  was  peculiar  that 
such  an  omission  should  be  purposely  made,  and  that,  within  a  few 
days  after  the  election  of  Mr.  Laws,  the  Finance  Committee  should 
have  put  upon  his  shoulders  double  the  work  for  which  he  received 
JE600.  If  what  Mr.  Laws  said  was  correct — that  the  amount  of 
work  connected  with  the  office  of  Property  Surveyor  was  double  the 
work  he  was  doing  for  £600 — he  (Mr.  Ellis)  thought  it  extremely 
unfair  to  Mr.  Laws  that  the  Finance  Committee  should,  without 
coming  to  the  Council  for  its  sanction,  give  Mr.  Laws  that  additional 
work  without  any  compensation. 

On  a  show  of  hands  the  amendment  was  adopted,  24  voting  for 
it,  and  a  small  number  against  it 
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llr.  Aid.  Hamohp  moved  that  the  following  oonstitote  the  special 
oommittee: — ^The  Mayor,  Aldermen  Hedley,  Wilson,  Tonng, 
Stephenson,  and  Hamond,  and  Councillors  Joseph  R  Ellis,  Owen, 
Stephens,  Browne,  and  Richardson. 

Hr.  Aid.  Grscmok  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

MONIT  BOBBOWBD. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Aid. 
Btbfhbhson,  it  was  resolved  to  seal  two  secnrities  for  monej 
borrowed  at  3^  per  cent,  interest 

pboposeo  lbabb  of  bbiokfibld. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  moved  the  sealing  of  a  lease  to  Robert 
Stephenson,  of  34,219  square  yards  of  land  at  Walker  New  Road, 
late  in  the  occupation  of  John  Simpson,  for  the  purpose  of  a  brick- 
field, term  2  years  from  December  1st,  1882,  and  afterwards 
tenancy  terminable  at  six  months'  notice  on  either  side ;  rent,  £35 
7s.,  and  tentale  of  Is.  per  1,000  bricks  manufactured. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbnson  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  FuBNESS  asked  why  the  tentale  was  proposed  to  be  Is.  per 
1,000  bricks,  whilst  in  other  cases  it  was  2s.  per  1,000. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  :  It  is  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Property 
CSommittee,  and  the  Chairman  is  not  here. 

Mr.  Aid.  PoTTBB  said  that  when  the  former  lease  was  granted  at 
a  higher  tentale,  bricks  wore  selling  at  an  exceedingly  high  price  ; 
bat  now  they  were  selling  at  a  low  price. 

Mr.  Waltbb  Scott  said  he  had  two  brickfields,  one  five  acres, 
and  the  other  seven  acres  in  extent.  He  paid  2s.  6d.  per  1,000 
bricks  and  £200  a  year  rent  for  one  place,  and  for  the  other  28.  per 
1,000  bricks  and  £250  a  year  rent. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  thought  the  land  in  qaestion  was  difficult  to 
work.  He  was  told  that  the  tentale  of  Is.  was  fixed  by  the  Property 
Oommittee  without  consulting  the  Engineer.  He  moved  that  the 
lease  be  referred  to  the  Finance  Oommittee  to  make  further  enquiries. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

AFPRBNTI0B8  AT  THB  PUBUC  LIBBABT. 

Mr.  Newton  moved  that  the  indentures  of  apprenticeship  of  John 
Keiday  Smith  and  John  Bewick  Goldsbroagh,  as  assistant  librarians, 
at  the  Public  Library,  be  sealed.  He  said  the'  Council  would  be 
glad  that  a  new  profession  was  opened  out  for  young  men.  The 
term  of  apprenticeship  would  be  five  years. 

Mr.  Btbphbits  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamohd  said  he  was  not  aware  that  a  municipal 
corporation  had  power  to  take  apprentices ;  nor  was  he  aware  that  a 
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librarian  wm  a  profession,  or  handicraft,  or  trade.  The  Pablic 
Library  was  an  inaminate  object,  and  yet  the  Pablic  Library  was  to 
be  the  masters  of  these  two  lads.  He  had  no  objection  to  the  Head 
Librarian — who,  he  believed,  was  a  first-rate  librarian — being  per- 
mitted by  the  Corporation  to  have  two  apprentices  to  aid  him  in 
performing  his  dnties.  It  was  iUegal  for  municipal  corporations  to 
take  apprentice  librarians.  He  protested  against  afiizing  the  seal 
of  the  Corporation  to  illegal  documents. 

Mr.  Nbwtok  said  the  indentures  had  been  carafuUy  drawn  up  by 
the  Town  Clerk.  The  Public  library,  and  all  things  appertaining 
thereto,  were  vested  in  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses,  and 
therefore  the  youths  would  not  be  apprenticed  to  an  inanimate 
object. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamohd  :  Are  they  to  be  apprenticed  to  the  Mayor,  or 
to  the  Council  f 

The  Matob  :  To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Citisens. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  saiJ  if  the  indentures  were  in  the  name  of 
the  Corporation,  every  indiyidnal  member  of  the  Corporation  would 
be  liable  for  the  performance  of  the  bargain,  as  the  indentures  would 
be  under  the  seal  of  the  Corporation. 

The  motion  was  agreed  ta 

OBHSaAI.  DISTRICT  RATI. 

Mr.  Newtov  moved  that  an  order  for  the  levying  of  a  general 
district  rate  of  one  penny  in  the  pound  be  sealed.  He  said  the 
rate  was  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Armstrong  and  Elswick 
Parks,  and  would  meet  the  expenses  up  to  the  end  of  the  finan^nal 
year. 

Mr.  Aid.  SrawJLRT  seconded  the  motion. 

Agraed  to. 

ROAD  TO  SPITAL  TONOURS. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  presented  the  following  report : — 

Hie  Town  Moor  Management  Committee  have  to  report  that  in  aooordanoe 
with  the  inatruotionB  of  the  Council  they  have  given  Uieir  attention  towards 
the  oonttrnction  of  a  Carriage  Road  from  St.  Thomaa'  Crescent^  past  the 
Leaces  Park  Gates,  to  Spital  Tongues,  for  which  powers  were  obtained  in 
the  Newcaatle-npon-Tyne  Improvement  Aet  of  last  session. 

Subject  to  the  consent  of  the  Council  it  is  proposed  to  make  the  road  a 
80  feet  carriage-way,  with  an  8  feet  footpath  on  tae  West  side.  The  length 
from  St.  Thomas'  Crescent  to  Sheraton  Street^  Spital  Tongues,  will  be  1,060 
lineal  yards. 

The  cost  of  the  work,  as  estimated  by  the  City  Engineer,  will  be  £2,900. 

Oa  the  confirmation  of  this  Report  by  the  Council,  the  Town  lomrovemeat 
Committee  will  be  requested  to  caiTy  out  the  reouiaite  work.  The  cost  of 
the  same  being  defrayed  out  of  the  surplus  of  the  Borough  Fund. 

Town  Hall,^ewcastle,  Chas.  Faed.  HAKOinDv  Chairmanr 

January,  1883. 
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-—He  said  that,  if  the  Council  had  no  objection,  he  wished  to  more 
the  confirmation  of  the  report,  as  it  was  merelj  recommending  the 
carrying  out  of  a  resolotion  passed  by  the  Council.  The  cost  would 
be  about  j£2,300,  and  that  included  a  sum  which  the  committee 
believed  would  have  to  be  paid  to  the  Freemen  He  would  like 
the  Comicil  to  confirm  that  report  now,  so  that  the  committee  might 
have  authority  to  negotiate  with  the  Freemen  as  to  the  ground 
required,  and  also  make  arrangement8  for  carrying  out  the  work  at 
the  proper  time.  The  committee  would  report  to  the  Council  the 
result  of  the  negotiations  with  the  Freemen. 

Mr.  Aid.  SnwABT :  Are  there  arrangements  made  for  planting 
trees  on  each  side  of  the  road  f 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  Not  at  present ;  we  will  make  the  road  first. 
The  Coancil  had  power  under  their  act  to  borrow  money  to  make 
the  road,  but  as  the  Leazes  Park  was  maintained  out  of  the  Borough 
Fund,  the  committee  wished  the  cost  of  the  road  to  be  charged  to 
that  fund,  and  not  to  the  rates. 

Mr.  Aid.  Cail:  In  your  negotiations  with  the  Freemen  you 
should  secure  the  right  to  plant  trees  alongside  the  road. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  Under  the  Act  of  Parliament  of  1870,  we 
have  power,  at  any  time,  to  make  arrangements  with  the  Freemen 
to  plant  trees  alongside  of  any  road  made  on  the  Moor  or  Leazes. 
I  move  the  confirmation  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Richardson  seconded  the  motion.  - 

Mr.  Babkas  said  the  report  had  been  presented  to-day,  and  he 
objected  to  it  being  confirmed  until  the  Council  had  had  time  to 
consider  it 

Mr.  Aid.  Hkdlst  :  It  proposes  a  serious  expenditure  of  money, 
and  we  should  take  time  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  withdrew  his  motion.  He  asked  whether  the 
Council  would  allow  the  Committee  to  negotiate  with  the  Freemen 
as  to  the  price  to  be  paid  for  the  ground. 

Mr.  Babeas  :  The  whole  question  should  stand  over  until  we 
consider  the  matter. 

Mr.  Aid.  YouNo :  There  can  be  no  harm  in  negotisting. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  Have  we  power  to  negotiate  with  the  Free- 
men 7    It  may  take  some  months. 

Mr.  Dixon  :  It  would  be  better  to  communicate  with  the  Herbage 
Committee  at  once,  and  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  will  be  able,  when  the 
report  is  considered,  to  state  the  result  of  the  negotiations. 

The  Matob  :  I  think  there  can  be  no  difficulty  about  that.  Is  it 
the  wish  of  the  Council  that  the  Committee  be  allowed  to  negotiate 
with  the  Freemen  to  ascertain  their  views  7 

On  a  show  of  hands,  the  Council  granted  the  Committee  leave  to 
negotiate  with  the  Freemen. 

M 
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THE  GAS  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephbkson  presented  the  following  report : — 

Laboratory  and  Assay  Office,  76,  Side,  Newcastle-npon-^rne, 
6th  January,  1883. 
Dbab  Sir,  —I  have  the  honour  of  sending  yon  the  results  of  my  examina- 
tion  of    the   quality    of    the    gas  supplied    to  this  borough    by    the 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne  and  Gateshead  Qas  Company  : — 


Dat«. 

lUaminatlng  power 

SolphnrinlOO 
eabioteetofgM. 

8Qlpbnr«tted 
hydrogflu. 

Dec.    7 

15-6 
166 
16-2 
16-6 
16*6 

13-73  grains. 

2000       „ 

16-89       „ 

668       „ 

626       „ 

Nil. 
»i 

w 

w 

„    16 

„    13 

„    28 

Jan.     4,1883.. 

Sugg's  No.  1  London  burner  and  the  Metropolitan  Gas  Referees'  sulphur 
testing  apparatus  are  used  in  testing.  According  to  Act  of  Parliament  the 
gas,  ^hen  tested  with  this  apparatus,  should  not  be  of  less  illuminating 
power  than  16]^  standard  sperm  candles,  nor  contain  more  than  20  grains 
of  sulphur  per  100  cubic  feet.  The  gas  should  also  be  quite  free  from 
sulphuretted  hydrogen. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly,  John  Pattinson. 

To  Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson,  Chairman  of  the  Gas  and  Water  Committee 
of  the  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  City  Council. 

— He  said  the  report  contained  nothing  calling  for  special  notice, 
excepting  that  on  December  16th,  the  quantity  of  sulphnr  was 
aboYe  the  average,  and  on  enqniry  at  the  Gas  Ck>mpany'8  Office,  he 
was  told  it  was  attribnled  to  the  severe  frost  The  frost  passed 
away,  and  at  the  next  examination  there  was  plenty  of  gas  of  good 
quality. 

THE  WATBB  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphensok  presented  the  following  reports  : — 

Laboratory  and  Assay  Office,  76,  Side,  Newcastle-on-iyneb 

December  22nd,  1882. 

I  beg  to  report  that  1  have  analysed  a  sample  of  the  water  supplied  to 

this  borough  by  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company,  tsiken  by 

me  from  a  tap   in  Dean  Street,  on  the  8th  instant,  and  that  I  find  it 

contains  as  follows,  per  gallon  : — 

TotAl  solid  matter  dried  at  Slto  Pah SllXWgn. 

Chlorine  • 0-971    „ 

Phosphoric  add Blight  tnoa 

Nitrogen  as  nitratee   0*angn. 

Ammonia 0*001    „ 

Albnminoid  ammonia 0*000    „ 

Oxygen  Absorbed  immediately  at  60<>  Fah 0014    ,, 

OzyRen  absorbed  In  foar  hours        do.  0*11S    « 

Hardnessbefore  boiling  (Ciarke's  scale) 17-0  degs. 

Hardness  after  boillDR  one  hoar  (do.)  6'S    „ 

Bmell  when  heated  to  100°  Fah Ko&e 

Kiorosoopioal  examination • SatiifaotMry. 

This  sample  was  somewhat  turbid,  indicating  that  the  water  had  not  been 
well  filtered.  Three  other  samples  taken  on  the  same  day  from  taps  in 
Elswick  Road,  Scotswood  Road,  and  the  Quayside  were  fairly  clear  and  free 
from  suspended  matters.  (Signed)    John  Pattin80N. 

J.  G.  Tonll,  Esq.,  Vice-chairman  of  the  Gas  and  Water  Committee 
of  the  Newcastle-upon.Tyne  City  Council, 
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QUANTITT  07  WATSB  IH  BTOBB. 

Whittle  Dene  reBervoin        527, 295, 333  galls. 

Hallingtoii  reservoir 686,604,282     „ 

Colt  Crag  reservoir      766,424,417     „ 

Little  ewinborn  34,406,496     „ 


Total         2,003,730,608     „ 

Jannary  Ist,  1883.  Geo.  Smith,  Secretarj. 

THR  QUABTBBLT  BBPOBT  07  THE  AKALTST. 

The  Town  Clbbk  read  the  following  report : — 

malifHs.  Sum  paid. 

£100 
per 


tftmu^ArtUU, 

Result  qf  AnalifHs. 

Breed     ... 

...    Qy  an  Officer 

Genuine 

do. 

acting  under 

da 

do. 

...     thedureotion 

da 

do. 

of  the 

da 

do. 

...    Town  Oouncfl 

da 

do. 

da 

da 

dOw         ... 

da 

da 

da 

da 

da 

Flour 

da 

da 

da        ..• 

da 

da 

da 

da 

da 

da 

do. 

da 

da 

da 

da 

da 

do. 

do. 

da 

da 

da 

da 

da 

da 

da 

da 

da 

do. 

do. 

da 

da 

da 

do. 

Oatmeel... 

do. 

da 

da      ... 

da 

da 

da      ... 

da 

da 

da      ... 

da 

da 

da      ... 

da 

da 

Milk       ... 

do. 

Contains  19  7.  of  added 

water. 
Contains  17  7,  of  added 

water. 
Genuine. 

da 

da 

do. 

da 

do. 

da 

da 

do. 

da 

da 

do. 

da 

da 

Total  number  of  samples  analysed  during  the  quarter,  30. 
December  80th,  1882.      (Signed)      John  Pattinson,  Pablio  Analyst. 

Mr.  RiOHABDSON  :  Were  there  any  prosecations  ? 

The  Town  Clbbk  :  Sammones  are  now  being  taken  out  against 
the  offendera 

THE  PUBUO  LIBBABT. — ASOSiXJAh  BBPOBT. 

Mr.  Newton  presented  the  Annaal  Report  of  the  Pablio  Library 
Committee,  and  proposed  that  it  be  printed  and  circulated  among 
the  members  of  the  Council.     See  report  at  end  of  rolome. 

Mr.  Stephens  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  tOi 
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SIB  THOMAS  DAYISON's  BEQUEST. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  presented  and  moved  the  confirmation  of  the 
following  report : — 

The  Finance  Committee  have  to  report  to  the  Goancil  that  they  have  had 
before  them  the  application  of  Mr.  Balleny  Carr  for  a  free  cift  of  £50,  under 
the  terms  of  Sir  Thomas  Davison's  Beqnest,  which  was  referred  to  them  by 
the  Conncil,  on  the  18th  October,  1882. 

The  terms  of  the  Beqnest  require  that  as  soon  as  interest  aooamxilatea  to 
the  amount  of  £50,  this  sum  shall  be  given  as  a  free  gift  to  a  member  of  the 
Merchant  Adventurers  Company  of  Freemen,  to  enable  him  to  oonmienoe 
business. 

Your  committee  have  caused  due  enquiries  to  be  made  with  respect  to  the 
qualification  of  Mr.  Carr  to  receive  the  ((ift,  and  they  find  that  he  is  fully 
qualified  to  receive  the  same,  and  your  committee  have  therefore  to 
recommend  the  Council  to  sanction  the  payment  of  the  £60  to  Mr.  Carr, 
to  enable  him  to  commence  business. 

Town  Hall,  4th  January,  1883.  Thomas  Hkdlet,  Chairman. 

— He  said  this  subject  had  stood  over  for  some  time,  and  it  was 
not  likely  that  there  woald  be  any  other  application. 

Mr.  Stephens  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  Qbeoson  :  I  have  objected  all  along  to  this  family 
monopolizing  this  gift  for  about  30  years. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  :  Bnt  nobody  else  applies. 

Agreed  to. 

proposed  new  feveb  hospital. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  said  the  Coancil  had  now  to  consider  the 
snbject  of  the  providing  a  new  Fever  Hospital,  and  the  report  of  the 
Sanitary  Oommittee  [p.  80.]  When  the  sabject  was  last  before  the 
Coancil,  it  was  resolved,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson, 
Uiat  the  committee  consider  the  cost  of  erecting  a  new  Fever 
Hospital  on  fiyker  Hill  site  and  also  at  the  Oowgato  upon  land 
belonging  to  Mrs.  Blackett  Orde,  and  report  to  the  Oonncil.  The 
Sanitary  Oommittee  considered  the  Byker  Hill  site  totally  ansnitable 
for  the  purpose.  With  respect  to  the  cost  of  erecting  an  hospital, 
estimates  had  been  given  in  almost  every  report  presented  to  the 
Oonncil,  and  therefore  it  was  not  necessary  that  the  committee 
should  again  go  into  the  qaestion  of  cost  With  respect  to  the  sito 
on  Mrs.  Blackett  Orde's  land,  the  Borough  Engineer  found  the  coal 
had  been  worked  so  near  to  the  surface  that  it  was  impossible  to 
place  any  erection  upon  it,  and  therefore  that  site  had  to  be 
abandoned.  With  that  abandonment  the  committee  got  rid  of  a 
condition  with  which  the  sale  of  the  land  at  £S00  an  acre  was 
crippled,  which  was  that  they  should  provide  eight  beds  for  the 
exclusive  use  of  Fenham ;  and  that  condition,  to  his  mind,  was  very 
ohjectionabie.  The  subject  of  a  site  had  been  reconsidered  by  the 
committee.  A  site  near  the  Oow  Hill  had  beien  examined,  and  was 
considered  to  be  a  very  useful  site,  quite  isolated,  where  there  would 
be  fresh  air  morning,  noon,  and  night;  and,  altogether,  the  sito  was 
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most  raitable.  Two  sites  had  been  nnder  the  notice  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  they  were  near  Heaton  Railway  Station,  and  the  land 
belonged  to  the  Ck)rporation ;  and  many  members  wonld  remember 
one  of  the  sites  as  being  considered  a  suitable  site  for  a  new  prison. 
The  site  was  bounded  on  the  north  side  by  the  public  road,  and  on 
the  south  side  by  a  public  road,  and  was  not  very  far  from  Byker 
Hill.  Ten  acres  of  the  land  had  been  marked  off  on  the  plan  which 
he  laid  before  the  Council.  The  report  did  not  make  any  recommenda- 
tion whatever,  but  left  the  question  of  selecting  a  site  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Oouncil.  They  must  remember  that  every  recommenda- 
tion of  the  committee  had  been  ignored  by  the  Council,  and  therefore 
it  had  been  considered  desirable  and  proper  that  the  Council 
themselves  should  select  the  site.  The  committee  would  be 
thankful  to  have  a  site  selected.  All  the  Council  must,  he  thought, 
be  sick  of  this  subject,  as  he  himself  was ;  and  he  hoped  they  would 
not  separate  to-day  without  settliug  the  question  of  site,  and  giving 
the  committee  instructions  to  go  on  with  the  erection  of  the 
hospital.  The  present  Fever  House  was  ill  adapted  to  be  used  as 
an  hospital.  During  last  year  seven  nurses  had  been  ill ;  one  died 
last  year,  and  another  died  this  year.  When  they  oonsidered  that 
the  nurses  had  to  lie  in  the  room  next  to  where  the  fever  patients 
were,  the  wonder  was  that  they  got  nurses  to  go  there  at  all. 

Mr.  W.  Wilson  :  Has  not  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  misdescribed  the 
site  upon  the  Moor?  It  is  not  on  the  Cow  Hill,  but  is  near  to 
Kenton. 

Mr.  RioHABDSON :  It  is  the  site  on  the  other  side  of  the  road  by 
the  Blue  House. 

Mr.  Aid.  Pluxmbb  :  Is  not  the  site  near  the  Cow  Hill  undermined 
by  coal  working  ? 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  No. 

Mr.  Aid.  PLumiSB :  Are  you  certain  about  that  9 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  said  the  Borough  Engineer  had  surveyed  the 
site,  and  conferred  with  the  Viewer,  and  they  said  it  was  all  right. 
The  two  sites  at  Heaton  belonged  to  the  Corporation. 

Mr.  Aid.  Plummbb  said  it  was  his  duty  to  tell  the  Council  that 
several  years  ago  the  Newcastle  and  Gh&teshead  Water  Company 
thought  of  making  a  local  reservoir  at  the  Cow  Hill;  and  the 
late  Mr.  Burdon  Sanderson  consulted  some  viewers  and  other 
people,  and  reported  to  the  Board  of  Directors  that  they  must 
altogether  ^ve  up  the  idea  of  the  Cow  Hill  site,  as  the  viewers  had 
told  him  it  was  not  safe  to  make  a  reservoir  there,  as  the  ground 
was  undermined. 

Mr.  JoBBPH  B.  Ellis  said  the  suggested  site  for  the  hospital  was 
not  upon  the  Cow  Hill,  but  upon  land  which  the  Borough  Engineer 
and  the  Viewer  reported  bad  not  been  undermined. 

The  Matob  :  Is  your  motion  that  the  report  be  confirmed  7 
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Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  There  is  aoihing  to  oonfirm.  It  is  for  the 
Conncil  to  select  one  of  the  sites. 

Mr.  Henzbll  did  not  see  how  the  OonnoU  oonld  oome  to  a 
decision  upon  what  had  been  stated  by  the  chairman  of  the  Banitarj 
Committee,  who  had  only  indicated  two  sites,  bat  had  not  given  the 
Conncil  anj  information  as  to  the  quantity  of  land,  or  the  price  to 
be  paid. 

The  Sheriff  said  this  subject  had  been  before  the  Council  for 
two  years,  and,  if  the  Council  no  longer  had  confidence  in  the 
Sanitary  Committee,  another  committee  should  be  appointed  to  carry 
out  the  work.  The  existing  state  of  affairs  was  a  public  scandal. 
He  did  not  think  the  members  of  the  Council  who  were  not  on  the 
Sanitary  Committee  had  fully  realised  the  absolute  necessity  there 
was  for  terminating  the  present  hospital  Four  nurses  had  died 
there  in  the  last  four  years.  The  nurses  were  obliged  to  sleep  in 
the  same  air  as  the  patients ;  there  was  no  separate  administratiTe 
department,  and  a  very  grave  responsibility  attached  to  the  Council 
for  the  existing  state  of  affairs.  Members  naturally  objected  to  the 
expenditure  of  a  good  deal  of  money.  It  was  not  a  question  of  a 
large  hospital  or  a  small  hospital  The  hospital  in  Bath  Lane  was 
entirely  unsuited  for  the  purposes  of  an  hospital.  The  Sanitary 
Committee  had  done  their  best  to  endeavour  to  terminate  the  use  of 
tibe  present  hospital ;  but  the  Council  had  rejected  all  the  schemes 
brought  forward  by  that  committee,  and  now  he  thought  the  Coundl 
should  appoint  another  committee,  or  indicate  to  the  Sanitary  Com- 
mittee what  site  they  would  adopt.  It  had  been  shown  beyond  all 
doubt  that,  since  small-pox  patients  were  introduced  to  die  huts 
erected  in  the  garden  of  the  Fever  Hospital,  smail-pox  had  spread 
in  a  most  extraordinary  way  round  about  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
hospital,  and  that  fact,  and  other  facts  which  medical  science  had 
latterly  brought  forward,  showed  they  could  not  any  longer  hope  to 
combine  a  small-pox  and  fever  hospital  in  one  building.  The  infec- 
tion of  small-pox  extended  at  least  half  a  mile ;  and  it  would  be 
flying  in  the  face  of  medical  science  if  the  Council  attempted  to 
continue  the  treatment  of  the  two  diseases  in  one  place.  There  was 
a  temporary  small-pox  hospital  npon  the  Moor,  and  they  would  have 
to  be  content  with  that,  and  convalescents  coald  be  taken  to  the 
hospital  at  £yker.  They  must  provide  a  proper  fever  hospital; 
they  could  not,  in  justice  to  the  nurses  and  medical  men,  and  also 
for  the  sake  of  their  own  reputation  as  a  sanitary  authority,  continue 
the  use  of  the  present  Fever  Hospital.  They  must  have  a  new 
hospital. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  said  be  thought  it  would  be  a  waste  of  time 
for  the  Council  to  consider  the  suggested  site  on  the  Town  Moor, 
as  there  would  be  so  many  difficnlties  in  the  way  of  obtaining  it 
Even  supposing  the  sanction  of  the  freemen  was  obtained,  he  believed 
it  would  then  be  necesHary  to  obtain  an  Act  of  Parliament  The  Moor 
was  a  place  of  recreation  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  there 
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wonld  be  great  objectioos  to  placing  a  permanent  hospital  upon  it.  The 
proposed  site  at  Heaton  belonged  to  the  Corporation,  and  he  thought 
it  the  best  site  for  an  hospital.  He  proposed  the  following  motion  : — 
That  the  dte  shewn  upon  the  plan  now  before  the  CouDci],  oontaining  10 
acres  of  land,  l^ng  between  the  Shields  Turnpike  Road  and  Mill  Lane,  at 
l^ker  Hill,  is,  in  t  e  opinion  of  the  Conncil,  a  suitable  one  for  the  erection 
of  a  new  Fever  Hoepitu,  and  that  the  Sanitary  Committee  be  requested  to 
make  arrangements  and  procure  estimates  for  the  erection  of  an  hospital 
thereon,  ana  report  to  the  ConnciL 

Mr.  Aid.  Cail:  That  is  the  site  between  Mill  Lane  and  Shields 
turnpike. 

The  TowH  Clbbk  :  Tes. 

Mr.  Aid.  Cail  :  I  think  the  other  site  wonld  be  better. 

Mr.  Richardson  said  the  report  presented  to  the  Couucil  was 
unsatisfactory.  When  this  subject  was  last  under  discussion  the 
Council  refenred  it  back  to  the  Committee  with  a  view  to  considering 
two  sites  which  were  referred  ta  The  Council ,  by  a  large  majority, 
called  attention  to  the  site  of  the  present  hospital  at  £yker  Hill, 
and  the  minority  of  the  Council  pointed  to  the  Cowgate  .site.  The 
Cow  Gate  site  was  found  to  be  unsuitable,  owing  to  the  colliery 
workings  underneath  it ;  but  the  site  of  the  Byker  Hospital  had  not 
been  considered  at  all,  and  had  never  been  discussed  by  the 
Committee.  The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  said  it  would  be 
impolitic  to  erect  an  hospital  at  Byker  Hill ;  but  the  present  hospital 
there  was  looked  upon  by  the  Committee  as  a  splendid  place  for 
convalescents ;  and  if  that  were  so,  then  it  was  a  good  site  for  a 
general  hospital.  The  Byker  Hill  site  was  in  an  advantageous 
position  ;  and  it  was  on  an  eminence,  and  could  be  easily  drained 
direct  into  the  river.  He  wished  the  Committee  to  look  at  the  site 
of  the  hospital  at  Byker  Hill,  as  well  as  the  site  indicated  in  Mr. 
Aid.  Hedley's  motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlet  said  that  there  were  only  two  acres  ot  land 
attached  to  the  Byker  Hospital,  and  that  was  not  sufficient ;  and, 
besides,  the  Sanitary  Committee  did  not  think  the  site  suitable. 

Mr.  Bbowkb  seconded  Mr.  Aid.  Hedley's  motion.  He  said  that 
the  question  had  stood  too  long,  and  it  was  important  that  it  should 
now  be  satisfactorily  settled.  In  many  ways  the  Corporation  had 
done  their  work  most  admirably  in  regard  to  sanitary  questions,  and 
the  town  had  reaped  the  advantage  ;  but  the  position  of  the  Fever 
Hospital  question  did  not  reflect  any  credit  upon  them  The  Council 
had  acted  in  a  negative  kind  of  way,  taking  objection  to  this  and  to 
that,  and  doing  absolutely  nothing  ;  but  he  believed  they  were  at 
last  agreed  that  the  existing  Fever  Hospital  in  Bath  Lane  was 
unfit  for  the  work  to  be  done.  The  land  surrounding  the  hospital  at 
Byker  was  too  small  for  a  new  hospital,  and  before  a  good  hospital 
could  be  erected  there  the  present  building  would  have  to  be  razed 
to  the  ground.  It  was  most  important  tor  the  health  and  well-being 
of  the  poorer  classes  that  there  should  be  provided  a  proper  fever 
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hospital,  80  that,  if  the  powers  of  the  Corporation  were  pat  in  force, 
and  people  suffering  from  infections  diseases  were  remofed  from 
their  own  homes,  there  might  be  a  proper  place  to  take  them  to. 
Tlie  providing  of  a  new  hospital  woald  add  to  the  expenses  of  the 
town,  bat  any  expeuditure  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  health  of 
the  town  would  be  as  nothing  compared  with  the  blood  tax  inflicted 
upon  tbe  nurses  and  poor  people  by  forcing  them  into  an  hospital 
which  was  entirely  unfit  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  BioHABDSON  :  It  is  only  a  question  of  the  site  now.  We  are 
all  agreed  as  to  the  need  of  a  new  hospital. 

Mr.  Browne  :  We  must  get  a  first  rate  site,  and  put  a  first  rate 
building  upon  it 

Mr.  Richardson  proposed  the  following  amendment :— - 

That  the  Sanitary  Committee  be  requested  to  take  into  coniideratioD,  and 
survey  the  site  of  the  Hospital  at  Byker,  and  also  the  site  at  Heatoo,  part 
of  the  estate  of  the  Corporation,  as  suitable  places  upon  which  to  erect  a 
new  Fever  Hospital,  and  report  on  the  same  to  the  Council. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Ellis  seconded  the  amendment.  He  said  the 
Council  had  heard  that  one  of  the  advantages  of  the  Cow  Hill  site 
was  its  isolation ;  the  Heaton  site  had  not  that  advantage,  as  it  was 
bounded  on  eadi  side  by  public  roads.  There  had  already  been 
expended  in  providing  a  temporary  hospital  for  small-pox  patients 
on  the  Moor,  £3,100.  (*'  No,  no.")  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee,  and  this  morning  that  committee  had  passed 
estimates  to  come  before  the  Council  for  £3,100,  expended  for  the 
purpose  he  had  named ;  and  in  addition  to  that  they  had  expended 
£1,100  in  providing  temporary  hospital  accommo'iation  at  Bath 
Lane  and  Byker ;  and,  when  done  with,  the  temporary  erections 
would  have  to  be  burnt  The  Borough  Engineer  valued  the  ground 
referred  to  in  Mr.  Aid.  Hedley's  motion  at  £1,200  per  acre  for 
building  purposes  ;  the  site  was  in  the  middle  of  a  valuable  estate 
belonging  to  the  Corporation,  which  would  be  covered  with  buildings 
in  ten  years  time.  If  an  hospital  were  built  on  that  site,  the  Cor- 
poration would  be  doing  the  very  thing  they  wished  to  undo  at 
Bath  Lane,  as  the  place  would  soon  be  surrounded  by  buildings. 
The  site  on  Byker  Hill  was  away  from  buildings,  and  could  be 
drained  direct  into  the  river.  He  advocated  the  Byker  Hill  site 
two  years  ago.  It  had  been  remarked  that  the  fumes  from  the 
chemical  works  would  be  detrimental  to  patients ;  and,  if  that  were 
so,  the  fumes  must  be  equally  detrimental  to  the  convalescent 
patients  sent  to  Byker.  The  site  recommended  in  Mr.  Aid.  Hedley's 
motion  was  not  half  a  mile  from  Byker  Hill,  and  the  fumes  of  itte 
chemical  works  would  be  felt  on  it 

Mr.  Aid.  Cail  said  that  the  present  hospital  upon  the  Moor 
could  be  used  for  small-pox  patients,  who,  when  convalescent,  could 
be  removed  to  Byker.  A  new  fever  hospital  should  be  erected  upon 
a  clean,  new  site.  It  was  useless  to  try  to  adapt  the  building  at 
Byker  for  a  fever  hospital. 
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Mr.  Tbmplb  said  the  discciflBions  and  delays  of  the  past  two  years 
had  resalted  in  good.  If  the  Council  had  adopted  the  first  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee,  they  wonld  haye  bnilt  a  new  hospital 
at  Bath  Lane,  into  which  they  would  never  have  been  allowed  to 
send  patients.  The  Sanitary  Committee  had  recommended  three  or 
foar  sites,  and  the  Coanoil  had  rejected  them  for  varioas  reasons. 
The  proper  course  was  for  the  Council  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
determine  upon  a  site,  and  then  ask  the  Sanitary  Committee  to  get 
the  building  erected.  Of  the  two  sites  now  before  the  Council,  he 
thought  the  Byker  Hill  site  the  best  they  could  get  in  the  borough 
or  outside  the  borough,  unless  they  went  a  long  way  from  the  town. 
It  had  been  stated  that  the  Heaton  site  was  bounded  on  two  sides 
by  roads ;  it  was  nearly  bounded  by  roads  on  three  sides  ;  and  his 
great  objection  to  it  was  the  long  distance  the  drainage  wonld  have 
to  be  taken  to  get  into  the  riyer.  From  the  Town  Hall  to  Byker 
Hill  he  believed  there  were  not  half-a-dozen  sites  on  the  main  road 
unbuilt  upon  ;  and  in  all  human  probability  the  site  recommended  by 
Mr.  Aid.  Hedley,  would  in  a  short  time  be  surrounded  by  houses. 
The  great  advantage  of  the  Byker  Hill  site  was  that  the  sewerage 
from  it  could  be  taken  direct  into  the  river  by  an  independent  sewer. 
The  site  recommended  in  Mr.  Aid.  Hedley's  motion  was  at  the  top 
of  what  wonld  be  a  main  system  of  drainage,  and  it  would  be  a 
most  dangerous  position  to  place  an  hospital.  Since  this  subject 
first  came  before  the  Council  there  had  been  a  considerable  change 
in  the  opinion  of  medical  and  sanitary  men  with  respect  to  the  size 
of  hospitals.  His  impression  was  that  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  have 
a  large  hospital ;  if  there  were  three  small  hospitals  instead  of  one 
lai^ge  one,  there  would  be  the  extra  cost  of  the  different  sets  of 
officials.  The  committee  should  always  have  plans  ready  for 
temporary  wooden  hospitals  to  be  erected  in  times  of  epidemics,  and 
when  the  epidemic  was  gone,  set  fire  to  the  buildings  and  destroy  them. 

Mr.  DizOH  said  that  if  the  Council  excluded  the  site  upon  the 
Town  Moor,  they  would  be  excluding  the  best  site  for  an  hospiul. 
The  discussions  which  had  taken  place  had  taught  the  Council  that 
the  town  needed  a  new  hospital ;  and  that  hospital  should,  as  far 
as  practicable,  be  away  from  the  town.  That  a  new  hospital  was 
needed  was  patent  to  every  one  who  had  watched  the  proceedings 
in  connection  with  the  subject  Whatever  might  have  been  the 
opinion  in  the  past,  it  was  now  conceded  by  medical  men  that  it 
was  exceedingly  dangerous  to  have  fever  and  small-pox  hospitals 
near  dwellings,  and  especially  dangerous  in  the  centre  of  a  large 
town.  Hospitals  should  be  out  of  the  town,  and  be  where  there  were 
fresh  breezes.  The  site  at  Byker  Hill  was  more  suitable  than  that 
proposed  by* Mr.  Aid.  Hedley,  as  it  was  impossible  to  surround 
Byker  Hill  with  dwelling&  He  had  been  Rurprised  at  what  had 
been  said  about  erecting  wooden  hospitals,  and  then  burning  them. 
They  had  heard  of  the  cost  of  the  temporary  hospitals  which  had 
been  erected  ;  and  to  put  up  such  erections  was  neither  for  the 
benefit  of  the  patients  nor  the  economy  of  the  town.     He  was  sorry 
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that  the  Gow  Hill  site,  which  in  his  opinion,  and  in  the  opinicm  of 
the  majority  of  the  Sanitary  Committee,  was  the  best,  had  been 
excluded  from  the  motion  and  amendment. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gbkoson  eaid  he  had  heard  a  great  deal  of  nonsenae 
talked  upon  the  subject  before  the  CoundL  One  gentleman  had 
gravely  urged  that  there  should  be  provided  a  new  hospital,  so  that 
the  nurses  might  not  die.  He  might  also  hare  said  that  the  doctors 
should  not  die,  for  there  had  been  some  melancholy  cases  in  Newcastle 
lately.  Did  the  Council  think  that  nurses  when  they  went  into  the 
fei^er  hospital  expected  to  be  as  comfortable  as  they  could  be  in 
other  places?  The  nurses  knew  of  the  risk,  and  they  must  sleep 
there,  and  be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  their  patients,  or  what  would 
be  the  use  of  them.  Qive  them  as  good  air  as  possible,  but  to  say 
there  could  be  no  hazard  for  the  nurse  or  medical  man  was  talking 
nonsense.  The  Byker  Hill  site  was  more  or  less  isolated,  and  there 
was  there  a  descent  to  the  ri? er  which  would  render  drainage  easy. 
The  chlorine  fumes  from  the  alkali  works  on  the  south  side  of  the  river, 
whilst  destructive  to  vegetable  life,  were  one  of  the  best  disinfectants, 
and  would  get  into  e?ery  hole  and  corner  of  a  hospital  at  Byker  HilL 

Mr.  OlivkIl  said  the  best  site  was  that  near  the  Cow  Hill.  It 
was  all  nonsense  talking  of  the  fumes  from  the  alkali  works  being 
of  practical  service  as  dibinfectants.  He  supposed  the  state  of  a 
person  suffering  from  fever  would  be  most  delicate,  and  he  would 
require  not  alkali  f  umeSi  but  the  purest  and  best  of  oxygen,  and  that 
could  only  be  got  by  going  to  grass  and  trees  and  things  which  emit 
oxygen.  Pure  oxygen  would  not  be  got  at  Byker.  If  Mr. 
Richardson  would  include  the  Cow  Hill  site 

Mr.  Richardson:  Never. 

Mr.  Oliver  :  I  would  vote  fpr  the  amendment  if  the  Cow  Hill  site 
be  included. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gregson  :  You  would  never  get  it 

Mr.  BowDBN  said  that  some  time  ago  a  memorial  in  favour  of 
Byker  Hill,  signed  by  31  medical  gentlemen,  was  presented  to  the 
Council,  and  it  was  most  important  that  that  should  now  be  re- 
membered. The  Council  should  do  anything  to  prevent  the  nurses, 
who  so  nobly  devoted  themselves  to  nursing  fever  patients,  from 
being  killed  by  the  disease.  One  great  objection  to  the  Town  Moor 
site  was  the  difficulty  connected  with  the  carrying  off  of  the  sewage. 
The  hospital  now  upon  the  Moor  had  been  built  more  as  a  permanent 
hospital  than  a  temporary  one,  and  hence  arose  the  great  cost.  He 
agreed  with  Mr.  Temple  that,  when  an  epidemic  occurred,  temporary 
hospitals  should  be  cheaply  erected,  and,  when  done  with,  be  burnt. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  said  that,  when  the  question  of  the  Cow 
Qate  site  was  first  brought  before  the  Council,  it  never  for  one 
moment  entered  his  head  that  it  would  be  proposed  to  build  an 
hoBpitnl  on  any  part  of  the  Nun's  Moor  or  Town  Moor.  He  objected 
to  the  Council  building  upon  the  Town  Moor.     Those  members  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


188S.t  MKWGAStLE  OOUNCIL.  99 

the  Council  who  were  alive  iwenty-five  years  hence  would  find  that 
the  whole  of  that  open  space  would  be  encircled  by  dwellings,  and 
yet  it  was  now  suggested  that  an  hospital,  detrimental  to  health, 
should  be  erected  on  the  Moor.  He  hoped  the  Coancil  would  not 
listen  to  that  suggestion  at  all.  The  minerals  under  the  Moor  had 
been  worked,  and  a  proper  foundation  for  a  bailding  could  not  be 
goi,  Mr.  Ellis  had  stated  one  or  two  things  which  were  not  in 
accordance  with  the  facts.  He  had  in  his  hand  the  report  of  the 
City  Suryeyor  on  the  Heaton  site,  and  he  reported  that  the  present 
Talae  of  that  site  was  £200  per  acre, 

Mr.  JosBPn  B.  Ellis  :  I  put  the  question  to  Mr.  Laws  in  com- 
mittee, and  he  put  that  as  the  present  agricultural  value.  Mr.  Laws 
said  that,  as  building  ground,  the  value  is  £1,200  an  acre. 

Mr.  Tbmplb  :  Ten  years  ago  I  offered  equal  to  £500  an  acre  for 
it  on  lease. 

Mr.  Aid.  8tbph£Nsoh  :  There  was  no  doubt  that  the  reversionary 
value  of  the  land  would  be  exceedingly  great  in  a  few  years.  The 
site  on  the  south  side  was  not  worth  to-day  more  than  £200  or 
JE800  per  acre,  and  whatever  it  might  be  worth  ten,  fifteen,  or 
twenty  years  hence  remained  to  be  seen.  If  the  land  was  cut  up  in 
building  sites  it  would  increase  in  value.  Tba  Council  had  to  deal 
with  the  land  to-day,  and  it  was  worth  only  £200  per  acre. 

Mr.  JosBPH  B.  Ellis  :  £500  per  acre  hss  been  bid  for  it. 

Mr.  Aid.  Btephbitbok  :  The  City  Surveyor  reported  that  it  was 
worth  only  £200  per  acra  The  Council  had  been  told  by  Mr. 
Ellis  that  the  Sanitary  Committee  had  that  morning  confirmed 
estimates  to  the  amount  of  £3,100  to  spend  on  building  wooden 
hospitals  upon  the  Moor. 

Mr.  Nbwtom  :  The  money  is  spent 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbpbbnboh  :  The  spending  of  sach  a  sum  of  money 
constituted  a  strong  argoment  in  favour  of  the  erection  of  a 
permanent  hospital.  He  had  heard  from  Mr.  Aid.  Cowen  that  the 
plan  for  the  hospital  on  the  southern  site  at  Heaton,  was  based  upon 
the  principle  of  isolation  sach  as  was  seen  at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital, 
London,  and  elsewhere.  There  would  be  ten  separate  establishments. 
He  believed  that  medical  and  scientific  research  taught  that  fever 
patients  should  not  be  brought  together  in  great  numbers  in  one  house, 
but  they  should  be  isolated  as  mudi  as  possible.  He  believed  there  was 
an  epidemic  every  five  or  six  years ;  and  if  the  Coancil  had  to  spent 
£8|100upon  temporary  hospitals  on  theoccasionof  every  epidemic 

Mr.  JoBBPH  E  Ellis  :  One  of  the  hospitals  erected  will  last 
other  five  years. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbhboh  :  If  every  ^yb  or  six  years  £3,000  had  to 
be  expended  upon  temporary  hospitals  which,  after  serving  their 
purpose,  had  to  be  destroyed,  the  outlay  would  soon  amount  to  a 
great  sum.    This  meant  £600  a  year  spent  on  a  thing  which  was 
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temporsry;  md  that  at  the  rate  at  which  the  Corporation  ooold 
borrow  money— Sj  per  oent. — represented  a  capital  of  £15,000 
to  £18,000;  and  for  that  amount  they  could  build  a  permanent 
hospital.  He  hoped  under  these  circumstances  that  the  Oouncil 
would  do  what  the  Sanitary  Committee  wished — authorise  them  to 
take  such  steps  as  were  necessary  in  connection  with  the  erection  of 
a  permanent  hospital  for  fever  patients.  There  were  difficulties 
connected  with  the  Moor  site.  The  fee  simple  of  the  Moor  belonged 
to  the  Corporation,  but  the  herbage  belonged  to  the  Freemen;  and 
whether  the  freemen  would  meet  the  Corporation  in  a  fair  and 
proper  spirit  remained  to  be  seen.  The  site  at  Heaton  belonged  to 
the  Corporation, and  the  Engineer  reported  that, by  laying  a  sewer  a  dis- 
tance of  only  quarter  of  a  mile,  a  connection  could  be  made  with  the  large 
main  sewer  through  the  Walker  estate.  He  hoped  the  Council  would 
authorise  the  committee  to  build  an  hospital  upon  the  Heaton  site 

Mr.  Barkas  said  the  Council  had  three  sites  before  them.  One 
site  was  upon  the  Moor,  where  there  was  erected  an  hospital  for 
small-pox  patients.  He  learned  from  the  discussion  that  it  was 
desirable  that  fever  patients  and  small-pox  patients  should  be  kept 
separate ;  and,  if  that  be  necessary,  there  was  now  an  hospital  on 
the  Moor  for  small-pox  patients.  The  question  now  to  consider  was 
which  was  the  best  site  for  a  fever  hospital.  The  site  at  Byker  Hill 
was  two  acres  and  a  half  in  extent,  and  belonged  to  the  Corporation ;  - 
but  a  large  sloping  piece  of  land  in  front  of  it  conld  be  purchased  at 
a  comparatively  small  cost,  and  so  increase  the  site  to  ten  acres. 
Another  site  at  Heaton  belonged  to  the  Corporation.  But  the 
Oouncil  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  Corporation  owned  a  great 
quantity  of  land  at  Heaton ;  and  the  building  of  an  hospital  on  it 
would  depreciate,  to  a  very  large  extent,  the  value  of  the  Corporation 
land  surrounding  it  He  never  heard  of  the  Heaton  site  until 
to-day,  and  therefore  had  not  had  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  it 
He  had  seen  the  Byker  Hill  site,  and  a  better  place  could  not 
be  very  well  found ;  it  was  on  the  side  of  a  hill,  sloping  down 
towards  the  river,  and  a  sewer  could  with  ease  be  made  to  the 
river.  The  Corporation  owned  the  Byker  Hill  site,  and  for  a 
comparatively  small  sum  conld  purchase  additional  land  ;  and,  as 
there  were  not  likely  to  be  a  large  number  of  dwellings  built  in  the 
locality,  that  site  appeared  to  be  the  best  for  an  hospital.  The  two 
sites  should  be  considered  by  the  Committee, 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  said  the  Engineer  had  told  him  there  would  not 
be  the  slightest  difficulty  in  connection  with  taking  the  sewage 
from  the  Heaton  site.  The  Engineer  considered  the  Heuton  site  the 
best  of  the  three  sites.  He  (the  Aid.)  did  not  think  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  land  could  be  got  at  Byker  Hill.  There  should  be  ten 
acres  of  land,  and  the  hospital  should  be  erected  in  the  centre,  and 
so  be  kept  away  from  any  buildings  which  might  hereafter  be 
erected  around  the  site.  He  believed  the  Heaton  site  to  be  the 
best,  and  he  hoped  the  Council  would  support  the  motion. 
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HiA  Ooimoil  diTid«d  as  follows : — 

Fob  Mk.  Biohardhok's  AiuiiDiaMV  :•— Aldermen  GreffioB,  Potter,  aod 
Plnmmer  ;  Gouncillore  Dobion,  W.  Wilaon,  Piokineon,  Jackson,  Sanderson, 
Bell,  Ingledew,  Calvert,  Anderseo,  Stepheas,  Hepwortb,  Holmes,  HenseU, 
Biehardson,  Newton,  Bowden,  Sutton.  Temple,  Stoot^  Nelson,  Joseph  Bw 
SIlis,  Fnmess,  Barkas,  J.  Barker  EUis— 27. 

AoAnm  THS  Amxndmxmt  :—  rhe  Mayor  and  Sheriff ;  Aldermen  Hedley, 
Sle^iifloii,  Angus,  Oowen,  Uamoad,  Stewart,  Young,  Cai]«  Wilaoo,  and 
Bidley ;  Gonnciiiors  Galley,  Winter,  C.  S.  Smith,  Owen,  Bn>wne,  Cottar, 
OliYer,  Qoin,  Soott,  Dixon,  and  Cook— 23. 

The  amendment  was  oarried^  and  was  pat  as  a  sabstantiYe  motion, 
and  confirmed  by  a  show  of  hands. 

▲LTBBATIOir  OF  HOUSES  IN  FALOOHAB  STBBET. 

Mr.  Aid.  Ajtous  moved  the  oonfinnation  of  the  report  of  the 
Schools  and  Charities  Oommittee  [p.  68],  recommending  the  Oonndl 
to  consent  to  the  alteration  of  bnOdings  in  Faloonar  Street^  part  of 
the  Magdalene  Hospital  Estate,  comprised  in  a  lease  to  Mr.  Wm. 
Temple,  dated  Jane  8,  1874,  in  accordance  with  plans  deposited 
with  the  committee.  He  believed  that  the  alteration  woald  be  a 
great  improvement  to  the  property,  which|  at  the  present  time, 
ooold  not  be  lei  The  property,  if  it  was  let  at  all  at  the  present 
time,  mast  be  let  to  a  very  inferior  class  of  tenants  to  what  it  was 
intended  for ;  bat,  if  altered,  the  hoases  woald  be  made  saitable  for 
the  occapancy  of  clerks  and  the  npper  class  of  mechanics.  If  the 
hoases  were  continaed  in  theur  present  condition  they  woald  be  let 
as  tenements ;  and  that  woald  very  mnch  deteriorate  the  property 
in  the  neighboarhood«  There  woald  be  no  alteration  in  the  oat- 
ward  constrnction  of  the  hoases ;  the  only  alteration  woald  be  the 
division  of  the  back  yards  and  the  entrances. 

Mr.  OwEH  seconded  the  adoption  of  the  report 

Mr.  Newton  said  he  was  sorry  to  have  to  take  exception  to  the 
report.  A  depntation  from  the  residents  in  the  immediate  noigh- 
boarhood  of  Falconar  Street  had  commanioated  with  him  and  the 
other  representatives  of  the  ward,  asking  them  to  observe  this  matter 
most  carefully,  as  they  considered  the  alteration  of  the  hoases  woald 
deddedly  deteriorate  the  valae  of  adjoining  property,  and  bring  into 
the  neighbonrhood  a  class  of  people  whom  the  present  residents  woald 
mach  rather  aot  see  there.  The  hoases  were  worth  something  like 
£30  a  year  each,  and  the  street  woald  verj  shortly  be  made  a  great 
thoroaghfare  leading  to  the  road  across  Pandon  Dene  into  Bath 
Boad.  If  one  conld  possibly  have  seen  the  way  to  do  as  the  report 
recommended  withont  interfering  with  the  interests  of  other  people 
in  the  immediate  neighbonrhood,  he  would  have  been  glad  to  sapport 
it ;  bat,  having  had  the  matter  broaght  ander  his  attention,  and 
.  been  requested  by  his  constitnents  living  in  the  district  to  oppose 
the  report,  he  felt  compelled  to  do  sa 

Mr.  Babkjls  said  thkt  there  were  about  40  hoases  in  Falconar  Street 

Mr.  Mewtov  :  Ihere  are  more  than  60  booses. 
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lir.  Babkas  :  It  was  proposed  to  alter  ihe  character  of  12  of  the 
houses,  by  dividrng  each  passage  into  two  passages,  giving  one  tenant 
access  to  the  lower  part  of  the  house,  and  another  tenant  access  to 
the  npper  part,  and  the  back  yards  would  also  be  divided.  The 
houses  would  be  changed  into  what  were  called  <' flats.**  He 
understood  that  for  some  reason  or  another  the  houses  in  Falconar 
Street  did  not  let ;  and  before  making  the  alteration  suggested,  it 
was  desirable  that  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  the  property  in  the 
neighbourhood  should  be  consulted.  So  far  as  reganled  the  houses 
opposite  the  12  proposed  to  be  altered,  they  would  be  deteriorated  by 
poorer  people  coming  into  the  street.  Mr.  Temple  was  justified  in 
doing  what  he  could  to  let  his  property. 

Mr.  Nbwton  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  consideration  of  the 
report  stand  over  until  the  next  meeting,  in  order  that  the  people  in 
the  neighbourhood  might  consider  what  Mr.  Temple  proposed  to  da 

Mr.  Tbmjplb  :  Allow  me  to  state  the  case  myselt 

The  Matob  :  As  an  interested  party  you  are  not  entitled  to  speak 
on  the  subject  Yon  can  give  an  explanation,  but  I  advise  70U  to 
say  nothing. 

Mr.  Tbkplb  :  Seven  or  eight  years  ago  he,  among  others,  applied 
for  a  lease  of  the  Scattock  Leazes,  and  was  successful.  In  his  appli- 
cation he  stated  he  would  build  a  certain  class  of  house,  but  when 
the  agreement  was  signed,  the  Property  Surveyor  wished  a  larger 
class  of  house  built  than  he  (Mr.  Temple)  wished.  He  (Mr. 
Temple)  consented,  and  houses  were  built  according  to  the  plan. 
There  had  never  been  one  quarter  in  which  the  whole  of  the 
houses  had  been  let;  at  one  period  only  half  of  the  houses 
were  let ;  and  one  house  had  been  occupied  five  quarters  in  five 
years.  He  did  not  wish  to  come  to  the  Council  and  ask  for  any 
reduction  in  his  rent  He  did  not  propose  to  deteriorate  the  value 
of  the  property,  but  proposed  to  spend  more  money  upon  it,  and 
make  them  suitable  for  a  good  class  of  tenants.  Without  the  con- 
sent of  the  Corporation  he  could  let  the  houses  in  tenements ;  but 
he  did  not  wish  to  do  that. 

Mr.  BowDBH :  Can  we  le^lly  accede  to  Mr.  Temple's  request 
without  the  consent  of  the  adjoining  owners  % 

The  Town  Olbbb  :  I  think  the  Council  can.  The  lease  provides 
that  alterations  in  the  property  cannot  be  made  without  the  consent 
of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Bbll  said  that,  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  ward  in 
which  Falconar  Street  was  situate,  he  felt  bound  to  support  the 
objection  to  the  report  That  street  contained  a  nice  class  of  houses, 
and  the  street  would  become  an  important  thoroughfare  leading 
from  New  Bridge  Street  to  Sandyford,  when  the  road  through 
Sbieldfield  Green  was  made.  It  would  be  unjust  to  the  owners  of 
other  property  in  the  neighbourhood  to  allow  the  houses  to  be 
altered. 
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Mr.  Cail  supported  the  motion.  He  said  that  by  fedamng  the  sise 
of  the  hoQses  they  could  be  made  suitable  for  a  respectable  class  of 
tenants. 

Mr.  Hbnzell  said  that,  as  a  member  of  the  Schools  and  Oharities 
Committee,  he  took  objection  to  the  alteration,  on  the  ground  that 
many  people  bought  hoases  in  Falconar  Street  in  the  hope  and 
expectation  that  they  woald  be  always  self-contained  hoases ;  and 
the  Oonncil  should  not  permit  another  class  of  house  to  be  formed  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  interests  of  other  owners.  He  trusted  the 
difficulty  in  letting  the  houses  was  only  temporary. 

Mr.  Brownb  said  the  point  on  which  all  the  speakers  had  dwelt 
had  been  the  assumption  that,  by  diyiding  the  houses  into  two  parts, 
a  worse  class  of  tenants  would  be  introduced  into  the  neighbourhood. 
Ab  regarded  the  external  aspect  of  the  houses  there  would  be  no 
change  to  hurt  anybody,  and  he  beliered  the  houses  would  be  made 
suitable  for  quiet  and  oiderly  people. 

Mr.  Aid.  Haxond  said  there  was  a  serious  principle  involyed  in 
this  application.  The  Council  were  trustees  of  the  Magdalene 
Hospital  property,  and  he  presumed  these  houses  had  been  built 
according  to  plans  assented  to  by  the  Bchools  and  Charities  Com- 
mittee. Admitting  that  the  Council  had  power — which  he  did  not 
admit — to  oyer-ride  what  had  been  done  before,  still  they  should  not 
forget  they  were  trustees  for  the  public,  and  that  the  people  who 
had  bought  houses  in  Falconar  Street  looked  to  the  Council  to  be 
protected,  and  not  to  be  injured.  If  the  houses  were  turned  into 
tenement  property,  then  of  necessity  adjoining  property  would  be 
deteriorated  in  value.  He  thought  the  report  should  be  referred 
back  to  the  Committee,  until  some  action  had  been  taken  on  the 
part  of  those  gentlemen  who,  on  the  faith  of  the  Council  dealing 
honoarably  with  them,  bought  houses. 

Mr.  Sutton  :  I  think  it  should  be  made  known  to  the  Council 
that  the  owners  of  47,  out  of  about  60  houses,  consented  to  Mr. 
Temple  making  the  alterations. 

Mr.  Cook  said  he  owned  houses  built  as  **  flats,*'  and  a  more 
respectable  class  of  people  than  occupied  flats  could  not  be  found. 

Mr.  FuBNBSs  said  Mr.  Temple  had  full  power,  without  the  consent 
of  the  Council,  to  let  the  houses  in  tenements;  he  could  put  two 
tenants  into  each  house,  whether  the  Council  approved  or  not  Mr. 
Temple  wished  to  divide  each  house  into  two,  and  so  get  a  better 
class  of  tenant  than  otherwise  would  be  got 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlby  thought  that  changing  the  houses  into  flats,  in 
the  way  proposed,  would  do  much  less  harm  to  the  neighbourhood, 
than — ^if  the  application  was  refused — having  the  houses  let  out  in 
tenements.  A  large  house  in  Adelaide  Terrace  was  some  years 
ago  purchased  as  a  residence  for  the  Vicar  of  Christ  Church, 
^ieldfield  ;  but  now  the  value  of  the  house  had  been  injured  by 
the  house  adjoining  being  let  in  tenements.     They  had  no  power  to 
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prevent  that  being  done;  and  if  the  Ooondl  refoeed  to  allow 
Mr.  Temple  to  make  the  alterationfl,  he  coold  let  the  honiiee  in 
tenements. 

On  a  show  of  hands  the  amendment  was  negatived,  only  10 
hands  being  held  np  for  it.  The  motion  for  the  oonfirmation  ofihe 
report  was  agreed  to. 

TBB  iiPPROPBIATlOir  OF  MOHBT  FROM  BNFRAHOHISUIBlffTe  AVD  SALBt 
OF  PBOPBBTT. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  moved  the  confirmation  of  the  report  of  the 
Finance  Committee  [p.  80],  recommending  an  application  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury  for  tneir  consent  to  the  appropriation  of  the 
balance  of  money  arising  from  enfranchisments,  and  sales  of 
Corporation  property. 

The  Bhbbiff  seconded  the  motion. 


Agreed  ta 


sBWBRiiia,  PAvnra,  ahd  flaooiko. 


Mr.  Aid.  WiLSOH  moved  the  application  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Newcastle-apon-Tyne  Improvement  Act,  1865,  relating  to  the  for- 
mation of  new  streets,  to  the  streets  nndermentioned  :  —  That 
such  streets  be  sewered,  paved,  and  flagged  with  the  materiala, 
according  to  the  manner  and  levels  specified  by  the  Town  Snrveyor 
in  his  estimate  of  the  costs  attending  the  several  works,  lliat 
snch  estimate  be  adopted  and  confirmed  by  the  Council,  and  that 
the  requisite  notices  be  forthwith  given  to  the  respective  owners, 
as  required  by  the  Act: — 


Name  of  BoMt 

Propowd 

Lerelor 

Inolina- 

tton. 

l£nt«rUlfl 

and 
Dimenaloiui 

otSewon 
and  Drains. 

for  and 
Width  of 
Footpaths. 

1  Materials 

for  and 

Width  of 

PaTement 

or  Carriage 

way. 

Bstimated 
Oort 

StTMtWeftwanls   ..        } 
IfTtapur    Temwe,    Wert) 

TanksiTille  Temoe,  North ) 
Bnd J 

linS6 
linSS 
11&«« 

U-in.MDi- 

do. 

9-iiibnnoh 
pipes. 

Whinatone 
Serb, 

Caithness 
Flags. 

7  ft.  wide 
do. 
do 

Whin 

or 
Gianlte 
Chips. 

S6  ft.  wide 
98  ft.  wide 
Mftwida 

a  s.  d. 
Its  S  0 

SOO    9    S 

290  10    T 

£689  U    0 

Mr.  C.  8.  Smith  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

The  meeting  oonoinded. 
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QUARTERLY     MEETING. 


WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  7,  188S. 


A  QUABTBBLT  meeting  of  the  Ooancil  was  held,  to-day,  in  the 
Goancil  Chamber,  Town  Hall,  onder  the  presidency  of  the  Mayor 
(Mr.  T.  O.  Gibson);  and  there  were  also  present — the  Sheriff; 
Aldermen  Ridley,  Gail,  Wilson,  Stewart,  Plammer,  Hamond, 
Scott,  Milrain,  Hedley,  Gregson,  Potter,  Angns,  Cowen,  Yoong, 
and  Stephenson;  Gonncillors  Winter,  J.  Barker  Ellis,  Milling, 
Scholefield,  Hepworth,  Qnin,  Youll,  Garse,  Dickinson,  Bowden, 
Dobson,  Smith,  Jackson,  Stont,  Nelson,  Andersen,  Galvert,  Bell, 
Newton,  Dixon,  Gutter,  Hedley,  Barkas,  Hepbnm,  Richardson, 
Wilson,  Holmes,  0.  8.  Smith,  Stephens,  Johnson,  Fnmess,  Joseph 
B.  Ellis,  Sanderson,  Henzell,  Scott,  Gray,  Galley,  Temple,  Sutton, 
andGook. 

The  Town  Olbbk  read  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
prefTious  meeting,  and  they  were  confirmed. 

TBI  LATB  OOUKOILLOR  DEAN. 

The  Town  Clbrk  read  the  following  letter : — 

43,  Leases  Terrace,  Newoastle-apon-Tyne, 

Janaary  13tb,  1883. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor,— Accept  my  heartfelt  thanks  for  your  very  kind  letter 
of   the  11th  ioflt    Would    yon    kindly  conyey  to   the    Aldennen   and 
Ooonoillors  my  thanks  for  the  resolution  passed  on  the  11th  inst.  T    In  our 
hour  of  deep  trial,  it  is  to  us  all  a  mat  comfort  to  feel  that  we  have  the 
sympathy  of  such  gentlemen  and  mends  as  those  with  whom  for  two  years 
my  dear  husband  worked  for  the  welfare  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city. 
Believe  me,  dear  Mr.  Mayor,  yours  faithfully, 
T.  Q.  Gibson,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  Newcastle.  Aonbb  J.  Dbak. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Josbph  B.  Ellis,  seconded  by  Mr. 
FuBvm,  it  was  resolred  that  the  letter  be  entered  upon  the 
minntefl. 

nrCBBASBD  POSTAL  FA0ILZTIS8. 

The  Towv  Glirk  read  the  following  letter : — 

Post  Office  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  6th  February,  1883. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor,— I  have  great  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  the 
Postmaster-Qeneral  has  obtained  Treasury  authori^  for  two  extra  deliveries 
in  the  city  of  Newcastle,  and  also  for  extra  collections.  Under  the  revised 
anangementi  there  will  be  five  deliveries  and  seven  collections  of  letters  from 
the  <nty  letter-boxes  on  week  days.    These  improvements  I  hope  to  carry 

O 
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oat  very  ihortly,  and  impinging  upon  thorn  wiU  bo  improved  oommumcatlon 
(Doetolly)  with  the  vmrioui  8ab-officeB  under  Newcastle  and  the  adjacent 
TOst  towns.  The  various  changes  wiU  be  notified  to  the  pubhc  m  the  unal 
manner,  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit ;  but  in  the  meantime,  I  think  it 
weU  to  infonn  you,  as  the  Chief  Mamstrate  of  the  city, 

[  am,  dear  Mr.  Mayor,  your  faithful  servant. 

The  Mayor.  Thos.  Huntie,  Postmaster. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gbbosok  :  I  think  the  Postmaster  deserres  great 
credit 

NBWGASTLB  AND  DISTRICT  8BA  WATBB  SUPPLY  OOMPANY. 

The  Town  Glbrk  read  the  following  letter  :— 

WhitehaU,  31st  January,  1883. 

Sir,— A  copy  of  the  Newoastle-on-Tyne  and  District  Sea  Water  Supply 
Bill  having  been  deposited  at  this  office,  I  am  directed  by  the  SecretarT_of 
State  to  request  that  you  will  move  the  Corporation  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne 
to  favour  him  with  their  views  on  the  subject  of  this  bill,  and  with  regard 
to  the  proposed  purchase  of  about  three  acres  of  the  Town  Moor  for  the 
construction  of  a  reservoir. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

The  Town  Clerk,  Neivcastle-on-Tyne.  Oodfbky  LusHnfOTON. 

The  Mayor  :  There  will  be  presented  to-day  a  report  by  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  npon  the  Bill. 

THB  royal  OOLLBGB  OF  XU8I0. 

The  Town  Clbbk  read  the  following  letter  :— 

BOYAL  OOLLBOB  OF  107810. 

Temporary  Offices,  1,  Buckingham  Oate,  Louden,  S.  W., 
January  26th.  1883. 
To  the  WorshipM  th4  Mayw  of  Aeiooa«e2e-Ofi-IV"^ 
Sir,— I  am  desired  by  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  inform  yon  that  his  Boval 
Highness  hopes  to  open  the  Royal  College  of  Mnsio  in  May  next.  The 
amount  of  money  already  subscribed  enables  him  to  place  fifty  open  scholar- 
ships before  the  country  for  open  competition.  The  successful  competitors 
for  these  will  have  the  opportunity  of  acquiring,  without  cost  to  themselveo. 
a  thorough  education  in  the  art  and  science  of  music  under  the  professors  of 
the  College,  extending  over  a  period  of  three  years  and  upwards,  according 
to  the  branches  studied.  The  competition  for  the  scholarships  will  take 
place  in  April  next,  at  the  College,  Kensington  Qore,  London ;  but  in  order 
to  save  many  candidates  trouble  and  the  expense  of  the  journey  (which  must 
be  defrayed  by  themselves),  his  Royal  Highness  proposes  to  hold  a  OTclimi- 
nary  examination  in  each  chief  cor^rate  town,  with  the  view  of  sffording 
to  all  persons,  within  the  proper  linuts  of  age,  the  opportunity  of  profiting 
by  the  gieat  advantages  offend.  The  ready  response  made  by  the  Mayora 
of  the  United  Kinsdom  to  the  I^nce  of  Wsles's  former  communications  on 
the  subject  of  the  College  leads  his  Royal  Highness  to  the  belief  that  he  may 
rely  on  your  further  co-operation  in  the  same  cause.  I  am,  therefore, 
directed  to  express  the  hope  that  the  Corporation  wil  allow  the  preliminary 
examination  for  your  locality  to  take  place  in  the  municipal  buildings, 
beginning  on  the  28th  of  March ;  also,  that  they  will  nominate  three  pro- 
fessional musicians  belonging  to  your  town  or  county,  qualified  and  wiQinff 
to  act  as  hon.  local  examiners,  whose  duties  will  be  to  conduct  the  local 
preliminary  examinations,  to  report  to  the  Director  of  the  Collem  the  result 
of  such  examinations,  and  to  recommend  the  candidates  qualified  to  proceed 
tb  the  fii^  competition  before  the  Director  and  Board  <tt  Professors  of  the 
College  in  London.     Should  you  accede  to  this  request,  I  am  directed  fur- 
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Umt  to  Mk  yoo  to  bo  good  enoogh  to  fill  np  the  enclosed  form  And  return  it 
to  me  with  yoor  reply  not  later  than  the  7th  of  Febmary.  A  letter  of 
dotailed  instraotiona,  with  the  reqoiaite  forma,  will  then  be  sent  to  each  of 
tlie  ezaminan  nominated  by  yon. 

I  hxwB  the  honour  to  be»  air,  yonr  obedient  Mnrant, 

CiffAiiT.iB  MoBUET,  Hon.  Seo. 

The  Hatob  Mdd  he  had  taken  it  for  granted  that  the  Coandl 
would  recommend  that  Mr.  Bea  shoold  be  one  of  Ihe  local  examiners; 
and  he  conaolted  with  Mr.  Bea,  who  recommended  that  Mr.  Ions 
nad  Dr.  E.  O.  Monck  be  appointed  local  examiners ;  bat  Dr.  Menck 
was  not  a  profeasional  mosician  residing  in  this  county.  He 
■nggested  that  the  letter  be  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee  to 
leplyta 

Mr.  Aid.  GnnosoH :  We  can  pat  Mr.  Alderson  in  the  place  of 
Dr.  Monck. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamohd  moved  that  Messrs.  Bea,  Ions,  and  Alderson 
be  nominated  as  local  exammers. 

Mr.  Aid.  OsafiMK>H  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to.  It  was  also  agreed  that  the  Coandl  Chamber  be 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  College  for  the  holding  of  the  local 
examination. 

OIIT  OF  JBSMOHD  DUl  TO  THl  OITT. 

The  TowH  CuBBx  read  the  following  letter: — 

NewoasUe-on-Tyne,  5th  Febmanr,  1888 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor,— It  ii  my  intention  to  inoreaae  my  grant  of  land  for 
the  pnrpoees  of  a  public  pariL  dt  the  addition  of  the  remaining  portion  of 
the  pleaanre  groondi  of  Jeemond  Dene,  but  aubjeot  to  a  reservation  of  the 
oompleta  oontrol  over  the  laina  during  my  own  life  and  that  of  Lady 
Armstrong. 

The  grant  will  include  the  Banqueting  Hall,  and  also  the  dwelling 
booies  in  the  Dene,  but  not  the  house  snd  garden  called  St  Mary's  MounC 
on  the  Benton  Bank,  nor  the  three  cottages  by  the  side  of  the  road  leading 
psst  my  house. 

Dnnng  the  reserved  oontrol  the  ground  and  buildings  will  be  main- 
tained free  of  cost  to  the  Corporation,  but  the  rents  of  the  dwelling  houses 
will  be  Impropriated  to  that  purpose.  It  is  intended  that  until  the  manage- 
ment of  the  property  passes  into  the  hands  of  the  Corporation,  the  use  of  it 
by  the  pubUo  will  be  subject  to  permiasion  as  at  present,  but  I  nhall  be  pre- 
pared to  relax  the  ezistiog  rules  as  to  admission,  and  to  make  the  grounda 
nee  to  the  public  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays,  subject  to  orderly  conduct 
being  maintained. 

There  are  four  things  which  I  shall  request  the  Corporation  to  under- 
take :-»lst.  To  take  measures  for  diverting  the  ever-inoreaaing  sewage  of 
Gosforth  and  Buhnan  VilUge  from  the  Sum  which  flows  through  the 
grounds.  2nd.  To  take  steps  for  acquiring  and  adding  to  the  park  the  bank 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Dean  between  St.  Mary's  Mount  and  Jesmond 
Tillage.  8rd.  To  build  an  additional  lodge  and  nte  for  entering  the  grounda 
at  the  east  end  of  the  high  level  bridge  across  Uie  Bum«  4th.  Not  to  alter 
the  laying  out  the  grounds  in  a  manner  to  render  them  more  artificial  than 


at  present. 
There  ma 


i  may  be  some  mhior  points  to  arrange,  but  nothing  involving  any 
MBknltf.  I  remain,  yours  faithfully, 

W.  G.  ABII8TB050. 
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The  Mator  said  he  was  quite  itire  that  in  the  Coancil  there  was 
only  one  opinion  entertained  as  to  the  mnnificence  of  Bir  William 
Armstrong's  gift,  and  the  same  opinion  would  be  entertained 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  city.  He  had  a  few  words  to  say  with 
respect  to  the  four  points  mentioned  by  Sir  William  in  his  letter. 
In  the  first  place,  he  had  authority  to  state  that  those  four  matters 
were  not  to  be  considered  in  the  light  of  absolute  conditions ;  they 
were  requests  which  Sir  William  thought  proper  to  make,  and 
which  he  thought  should  be  complied  with  in  the  interests  of  the 
city  ;  and  he  thought  the  Council  would  agree  with  Sir  William  in 
this  opinion.  (Applause.)  There  could,  he  thought,  be  no  doabt 
that  measures  for  diverting  the  sewage  of  Gosforth  and  Bulman 
Village  from  the  Burn,  should  betaken;  such  measures  would  have 
to  be  taken  some  time ;  and  he  thought  there  was  nothing  in  this 
request  which  the  Council  could  object  to.  The  second  request  was, 
that  steps  be  taken  for  acquiring  the  bank  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Dene.  That  was  not  a  rery  serious  matter  ;  and  the  land,  which 
would  be  an  addition  to  the  park,  was  of  no  great  value  to  anybody 
for  any  other  purposa  An  additional  lodge  and  gate  at  the  end  of 
the  high  level  bridge  would  be  absolutely  necessary.  As  to  the 
request  about  not  laying  out  the  ground  in  a  manner  to  render  it 
more  artificial,  he  thought  that  the  Council  would  agree  that  this 
was  a  matter  of  taste,  upon  which  Sir  William  ought  to  have  his 
own  way  entirely.  (Applause.)  It  was  conceivable  that  some 
people — he  did  not  think  there  could  be  many  of  them — would  think 
differently  upon  this  point ;  but,  even  if  they  did,  he  thought,  in  a 
matter  of  pare  taste  such  as  this,  Sir  William's  views  ought  to  be 
attended  to,  not  merely  on  accouot  of  his  munificent  gift,  but  also 
because  it  was  well  known  that  he  had  a  cultivated  taste  in  such 
matters,  and  was  an  authority  upon  them.  (Applause.)  It  seemed 
to  him  that  this  was  not  a  matter  for  either  praise  or  eulogy  on  his 
part ;  it  would  be  apt  to  be  considered  mere  impertinence  for  praise 
or  eulogy  to  come  from  him,  but  he  would  venture  to  remark  that 
the  donor  of  such  a  gift  must  have  realized  the  eternal  verity — 
<<That  it  is  better  to  give  than  to  receive.*'  He  proposed  the 
adoption  of  the  following  motion  : — '*  That  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  convey  to  Sir  William  Armstrong  the  warmest  thanks  of  the 
Corporation,  for  the  munificent  gift  which  he  has  expressed  the 
intention  to  make  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  by  his  letter  of  the 
5th  inst,  addressed  to  the  Mayor;  and  the  assurance  of  the  Council 
that  the  suggestions  made  by  him  will  receive  their  earnest 
consideration.'* 

The  Shbkiff  said  he  had  very  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the 
resolution  proposed  by  the  Mayor — ^that  the  Council  should  at  once 
accept  Sir  W.  Armstrong's  princely  gift.  He  lived  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Dene,  and  was  a  frequent  visitor  to  it  under  the 
present  regulations  issued  by  Sir  William,  and  he  would  like  to 
bear  his  testimony  to  the  very  great  taste  and  wisdom  shown  in  the 
manner  in  which  the  grounds  were  laid  out.    The  grounds  were  a 
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fltndy  for  a  botanist.  The  greatest  oare  had  beea  taken  to  plant 
trees,  dto.,  which  were  likely  to  do  well ;  and  in  spring  time  when 
the  azaleas  and  rhododendrons  were  in  bloom,  the  beanty  of  the  place 
was  beyond  all  praise ;  in  fact^  if  they  travelled  a  thousand  miles 
from  this  town,  he  doubted  whether  they  would  find  grounds  where 
everything  throve  and  put  on  its  very  best  vesture  as  in  Jesmond 
Dene.  When  they  remembered  that  generations  yet  unborn  would 
reap  the  benefit  of  the  possession  of  Jesmond  Dene,  it  was  impossible 
to  exaggerate  the  value  of  the  gift ;  and  he  trusted  the  Corporation 
would  agree  to  carry  out  the  conditions  suggested  by  Sir  William 
Armstrong.  The  subject  of  the  defilement  of  the  Bum  claimed  the 
att^tion  of  the  Sanitary  Oommittee  nearly  two  years  ago.  A  sul^- 
committee,  of  which  he  was  chairman,  was  appointed  to  endeavour 
to  make  arrangements  upon  the  subject,  and  plans  were  prepared  to 
carry  away  the  sewage.  The  sub -committee  considered  that  the 
first  step  must  of  necessity  be  the  obtaining  of  a  contribution  from 
Gosforth  Local  Board  towards  the  expense ;  and  it  was  proposed  to 
assess  the  remainder  of  the  expense  upon  the  owners  of  the  land  on 
both  sides  of  the  Burn,  at  so  much  per  acre.  The  matter  had  stood 
still,  as  the  Gosforth  Local  Board  at  that  time  had  no  inclination  to 
join  with  the  Corporation  in  carrying  out  the  work,  or  to  contribute 
towards  the  cost.  The  Gosforth  Local  Board  had  a  system  of 
filtering  beds,  by  which  the  sewage  was  filtered  before  it  passed 
into  the  Bum,  and  the  Board  thought  that  was  sufficient.  It  was 
likely  that  the  Rivers  Pollution  Bill,  which  was  expected  to  be 
passed  in  the  next  session  of  Parliament,  would  affect  this  subject, 
and  might  tend  to  secure  the  carrying  out  of  the  scheme  proposed 
by  the  sub-committee. 

Mr.  JossBH  B.  Ellis  said  the  Town  Improvement  Committee 
had  passed  a  plan  for  Mr.  Temple  to  make  a  road  to  Jesmond  Dene 
through  the  plantation  adjoining  the  Armstrong  Park;  and  he 
suggested  that  the  Council  should  secure  that  plantation  and  ground 
and  add  it  to  the  park. 

Mr.  YouLL :  Mr.  Ellis  appears  to  me  not  to  be  in  order.  We 
should  unanimously  adopt  the  motion  proposed  by  the  Mayor  before 
discussing  any  other  subject. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

VAOAKOIBS  IN  H08PITAL& 

Ann  Weir,  aged  73  years,  Bopemakers'  Company,  and  Eleanor 
Wilson,  aged  69  years,  Plumbers'  Company,  were  elected  to  fill 
vacancies  in  the  Holy  Jesus  Hospital.  WUliam  Haggerston,  78 
years  of  age.  Coopers'  Company,  was  elected  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the 
Si  Mary  Magdalene  Hospital. 

NSW  MSXBBB* 

Mr.  Babkas  proposed  that  Mr.  Hepburn,  the  successor  to  the  late 
Mr.  Dean,  be  placed  upon  the  same  committees  as  Mr.  Dean  served 
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upcfOp  wiUi  the  ezoeption,  that  Mr.  Olirer  be  placed  apon  tbe  Town 
ImproTement  Oommitiee,  and  Mr.  Hepburn  take  Mr.  Olirer't  plaoe 
npon  the  Watoh  Committee. 

Mr.  Dizov  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  ta 

THE  OIBDER  PATH. 

Mr.  Stephens  asked  the  Chairman  of  the  Town  ImproFement 
Committee  if  it  was  true  that  an  arrangement  had  been  made  for 
putting  the  Cinder  Path  in  proper  condition  t 

Mr  Aid.  WiLSOV  :  It  is  quite  true. 

the  BBXDGE  OTEB  B00I8W00D  BOAD. 

Mr.  Savdebson  asked  when  the  bridge  over  Scotswood  Road 
would  be  heightened ! 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  said  the  colliery  was  at  present  very  busy,  and 
it  would  be  a  oonyenience  to  tiie  owners  of  the  colliery  if  the  altera- 
tion of  the  bridge  was  not  made  until  longer  days  set  in,  so  that  the 
work  might  be  completed  as  rapidly  as  possiblci  and  with  little  inter- 
ruption to  the  colliery  traffia  He  hoped  the  work  would  be  com- 
pleted before  the  end  of  the  summer. 

the  vegbtable  xabkbt. 

Mr.  Dixon  asked  the  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  when 
the  plans  for  coTcring  in  tbe  remainder  of  the  Wholesale  Y^etable 
Market,  and  the  formation  of  an  arcade,  would  be  brought  before 
the  Council 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlet  said  the  Markets  Committee  would  rery  soon 
consider  the  plans,  and  then  place  them  before  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee. He  had  pressed  the  subject  forward,  and  was  sorry  so 
long  a  time  had  elapsed  in  the  settUng  of  the  plans. 

the  oleansing  of  abr  pits  at  btkeb. 

Mr.  HoLHXS  said  a  letter  had  appeared  in  the  newspapers 
complaining  of  the  condition  of  ash  pits  and  earth  closets  in  Byker 
district.  He  wished  to  know  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Sanitary 
Committe  if  it  was  true,  as  stated  in  that  letter,  that  tbe  ash  pits 
and  earth  closets  in .  Byker  district  had  not  been  cleaned  out  for 
three  months. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  said  the  question  carried  its  own  answer.  He 
did  not  think  they  would  find  any  ash  pit  in  the  whole  town  which 
had  remained  unemptied  for  so  long  a  tima 

Mr.  Holmes  asked  whether  the  attention  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  had  been  drawn  to  the  letter,  and  whether  the  ash 
pits  had  been  attended  to  since  the  publication  of  the  letter. 
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The  Matob  said  Mr.  Holmes  should  hare  given  notioe  thst  he 
required  snch  informatioiL 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLBOH :  If  I  had  had  notice  I  would  hare  got  the 
information. 

THS  HKW  STSSET  THROUGH  PANDOH — THE  KBELHAH'S  HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  Newton,  acoording  to  notioe  upon  the  agenda,  asked  Mr. 
Aid.  Wilson  to  explain  the  action  of  the  Town  Improrement 
Committee  in  taking  possession  of  the  land,  and  seriously  damaging 
the  building,  vested  in  the  Trustees  of  the  Keelman's  Hospital 
Society  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  without  having  previously  obtained 
permission  of  the  said  Society.  He  said  that  this  matter  involved 
a  considerable  expenditure  of  public  money.  The  Town  Improve- 
ment Committee  bad,  in  forming  the  eastern  entrance  to  the  new 
street^  pulled  down  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Keelman's  Hospital, 
and  taken  possession  of  a  good  deal  of  land  in  front  of  the  Hospital, 
and  he  was  informed  that  the  Trustees  of  the  Hospital  had  granted 
no  permission  for  that  to  be  done.  A  great  deal  of  money  had 
been  spent,  and  he  was  afraid  a  botch  had  been  perpetrated. 

The  Mayob  :  What  is  your  question  ? 

Mr.  Newton  :  This  being  a  quarterly  meeting  I  thought  I  might 
make  these  remarks  upon  my  question. 

The  Matob  :  Ton  can  only  ask  a  question  -now.  Ton  cannot 
discuss  the  subject 

Mr.  Newton  :  Then  I  will  allow  my  question  to  stand  over  until 
I  oome  to  it  in  its  turn  upon  the  agenda. 

THE  HEAD  MASTERSHIP  OF  THE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Aid.  Angus  presented  the  following  report : — 

The  SohooLi  and  Charities  CommUtee  have  to  report  to  the  Ooonoil  that, 
in  response  to  an  adverfciiement,  th^  haye  reoeived  61  applicatioiui  for  the 
offioe  of  Head  Master  of  the  Boyftl  Grunmar  School. 

Your  oommittee  have  carefully  inveeti^ted  the  testimoniale  accompanying 
the  applications ;  and,  as  the  result  of  several  meetings,  have  to  submit  to 
the  Council  the  names  of  the  following  five  candidates,  out  of  whom  in  the 
opinion  of  your  committee  the  final  appointment  should  be  made : — 
S.  C.  LooAN,  M.  A  St  John  s  College,  Cambridge.    Foundation  Scholar  at 

St.  John's. 
5th  2nd  CUms  CUssioal  Tripos  £zhibitioner.  Goldsmiths'  Company. 
Experience — 
Since  1874^  Senior  Classical  Master  at  the  Surrey  County  School,  also 
at  Kingswood  and  Woodhouse  Qrove  Schools ;  since  1878,  Head 
Master  of  Hull  Grammar  School. 
J.  Lakoiibld  Ward,  M.  A.,  Pembroke  College,  Cambridge. 
January,     1871— 33rd  Wrangler. 
March,        1871— 10th  in  3rd  Class  Classical  Tripos. 
November,  1871 — ^2ad  in  3rd  Class  Moral  Sciences  Tripos. 
October,      1873— L6  Bas  Prize  for  English  Essay. 
1873 — ^Appointed  Assistant  Classical  and  Senior  Mathematioal  Master 

at  Newcastle  Grammar  School. 
1876— Promoted  by  Council  to  Second  Mastership. 
1877— Appointed  Head  Master  of  Burnley  Grammar  School. 
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Bit.  E.  Wilton  South,  M.A.  (age  36),  Trinity  College,    Gunbridge, 
eduoated  at  St.  Paul's  School. 
1870— lit  Senior  Optime  in  Mathematict ;  4th  in  2nd  Class  Classical 
Tripos  and  OhoTallon  Medallist  in  Classics  and  bracketed  with  7th 
Classic. 
Experience— 
PriTate  Tutor  at  Cambridge. 
Assistant  Master  at  WilliniB^n  College,  1873-74. 
AflsistaDt  to  Head  Master  at  Christ's  Hospital,  1874-76. 
Head  Master  of  Blaokheath  Proprietary  School,  1876-1883. 

Ret.  Thos.  Russell  Wbioht,  M.A.,  Pembroke  College,  Cambridge. 
Passed  1st  Bzamination  B.A.,  London  University. 
4th  Senior  Optime  in  Mathematical  Tripos,  1868. 
Experience — 
House  Master  at  Christ  College,  Finchley,  N.,  1858  to  1863. 
1868-70  Senior  Mathematical  Master  and   Science  Teacher,    Foreet 

School,  Walthamstow. 
1870-76— Head  Biiaster  of  the  Dr.  ABton  School,  Market  Rusen. 
187&-83— Now  Head  Master  of  Dorset  County  School,  near  Dorchester. 

H.  W.  Welch  (age  35),  educated  at  Harrow,  1863-68. 

Trinity  Hall,  Cambridge,  elected  Senior  Sch(  lar  in  1869,  took  degree 
1872,  being  36th  Wrangler. 
Experience — 
1872— Appointed  Mathematical  and  3rd  Classical  Master  at  Bury  St. 

Edmunds  Grammar  School. 
1878^Temporary  Mathematical  Work  at  Harrow. 
1880— Temporary  Head  Master  of  the  Stamford  Endowed  School  till 
end  of  July,  1882. 

Jonathan  Anous,  Chairman. 
Town  Hall,  Newcastle,  6th  February,  1883. 

— He  said  he  had  intended  proposing  that  a  meeting  of  the  Connoil 
be  held  this  day  fortnight,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  Head 
Master,  bat  he  found  a  considerable  namber  of  members  of  the 
Ooancii  would  be  absent  on  that  day.  He  mored  that  a  special 
meeting  of  the  Council  be  held  on  February  14th,  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  a  Head  Master  for  the  Grammar  School  ;  and  that  a  copy 
of  the  committee's  report  be  sent  to  each  member  of  the  Gonnol. 
The  committee  recommended  that  the  five  selected  candidates  be 
invited  to  come  to  Newcastle,  so  that  the  members  of  the  Gounoil 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  them  and  satisfying  themselves 
as  to  their  capabilities  and  fitness  for  the  post. 

Mr.  Aid  Stephenson  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamomd  asked  Mr.  Aid.  Angus  to  alter  his  motion  to 
the  effect  that  a  special  meeting  of  the  Council  be  held  on  the  14th 
inst,  and  that  the  first  business  to  be  taken  be  the  -election  of  a 
Head  Master  of  the  Grammar  School.  The  Oouncil  could  after- 
wards consider  other  matters  upon  the  agenda, 

Mr.  Aid.  Angus  :  I  have  no  objection  to  that. 

Mr.  Aid.  Plummbr  said  a  week  was  a  very  short  time  to  allow 
for  the  members  of  the  Council  to  have  interviews  with  the  candi- 
dates. 

The  Matob  ;  A  week  appears  a  very  short  notice. 
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Mr.  Aid.  Angus  said  mofit  of  the  memben  had  already  eeen  aome 
of  the  candidatea;  and  he  thought  a  week  would  be  sufficient  for 
them  to  complete  their  enquiries. 

The  Matob  suggested  that  the  meeting  be  held  on  February 
19th. 

The  motion  fixing  the  special  meeting  for  February  14th  was 
carried  on  a  show  of  hands. 

QUESTION  Tina. 

Mr.  ScHOLSFiBLD  Suggested  that  a  rule  should  be  made  fixing  a 
time^  after  the  confirmation  of  the  minutes  and  reading  of  letters, 
for  asking  questions. 

ST.  mabt's  plage. 

Mr.  Babkas  asked  the  Ohairman  of  the  Town  Improrement 
Ck>mmittee  when  the  iron  railing  at  the  end  of  St.  Mary's  Place 
will  be  taken  down  or  remoyed  farther  along  the  street,  as  it  at 
present  interferes  with  free  access  to  several  houses. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  There  is  no  intention,  so  far  as  I  know,  of 
remoying  the  railing  at  all. 

SUPPLEMENTAL  BATE  ASSESSHENT. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  moved  that  the  supplemental  rate  assessment 
be  sealed.  He  said  the  rateable  value  of  the  additional  property  to. 
be  assessed  since  the  rate  books  were  sealed  in  August  last  was 
£5,573,  which,  at  2s.  7d.  in  the  pound,  would  realise  £790  16a, 
making  the  total  rateable  value  of  the  town  £745,327. 

Mr.  Stephens  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

THE  OITT  BNGINBEB^S  DUTIES  AND  8ALABT. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  presented  and  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
following  report : — 

The  Special  Committee  appointed  by  the  Gounoil  at  their  last  meeting, 
"to  oonsider  Mr.  Law's  letter,  the  oonditioDB  under  which  he  received  bis 
appointment,  and  also  the  resolution  of  the  Finance  Committee  appointing 
him  F)x>perty  Suiveyor,"  have  to  report  to  the  Council  that  they  have  con- 
sidered, most  carefolly,  the  question  referred  to  them,  and  have  had  before 
them  the  various  minutes  and  reports  previous  to  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Laws.  Tour  Committee  find,  that  on  the  3rd  October,  1881,  a  Sub-Committee 
of  the  Joint  Finance  and  Town  Improvement  Committees  passed  a  resolution 
that  Uie  officer  to  be  appointed  be  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Town 
Surveyor,  and  have  the  general  superintendence  of  the  Corporation  property. 
This  was  carried  by  7  votes  to  2  votes,  and  was  reported  to  the  Joint 
Finanoe  and  Town  Improvement  Committees,  ou  the  8th  October,  1881, 
but  was  not  accepted  by  tbem  ;  and  a  report  was  adopted  for  presentation 
to  the  Council,  recommending  that  the  title  of  the  officer  to  be  appointed  be 
"  Borough  Engineer  and  Town  Surveyor."  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the 
report,  via.: — 

P 
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' '  The  Joint  Town  Improvement  and  Fioanoe  Committees  have  to  report  that 
they  have  for  some  time  past  oonsidered  the  best  means  to  be  adcmted 
towards  recogniftinx  and  pUcing  the  Engineering  De{iartments  of  the 
Corporation  upon  a  more  satisfactory  and  efficient  basis,  and  herewith 
snbmit,  for  confirmation,  the  following  resolntions  which  were  onani- 
mously  passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  joint  oonmiittees,  held  on  Satarday 
last,  the  8th  inst.":— 

'<lst.  Your  Committee  find  that  there  exists  amon£[  the  higher 
officers  of  the  staff  an  entire  want  of  harmony  and  oo-operation,  resulting 
in  serioas  delay  and  loss  to  the  Corporation. 

"  2nd.  That  the  offices  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  Superintendent 
of  Scavenging  be  divided,  so  as  to  prevent  these  offices  being  held  by 
one  and  the  same  person. 

"  3rd.  That  the  continuation  of  the  permanent  staff  for  purely  archi- 
tectnnd  purposes  i^onld  be  limited  to  routine  work,  and  that  works  of 
large  magnitude  be  put  out  to  public  competition. 

*'  4th.  That  the  Council  be  recommended  to  advertise  for,  and  reoeive 
applications  for  a  Borough  Engineer  and  Town  Surveyor,  whose  duties 
shall  be  to  generally  direct  and  control  the  '  entire  departments.' 

"  That  each  applicant  for  the  post  state  his  qualifications,  and  name 
the  annual  salary  he  will  require.  That  his  title  be  '  Borough  Engineer 
and  Town  Surveyor.' 

"  That  personal  canvassing  by  any  of  the  applicants  be  considered  a 
disqualification. 

**  Your  Committee  strongly  recommend  the  Council  to  confirm  this 
report,  feeling  satisfied  that  their  action  in  adopting  the  above  resolu- 
tions will  be  the  means  of  meeting  the  present  evils  and  dissatisfactioa 
which  exist  in  these  departments,  and  enable  the  Corporation  to  have 
this  important  branch  of  their  officials  placed  up(m  a  sound  basis. 

*' Thomas  Wilson,  Chairman. 
"Town  Hall,  Newcastle,  SthJOctober.  1881." 
This  report  was  confirmed  by  the  Council  on  17th  October,  1881. 
A  pnblic  advertisement  was  accordingly  issued  for  a  "  Borough  Engineer 
and  Town  Surveyor,"  and  in  addition  to  the  terms  mentioned  in  such 
advertisemeot,  printed  stipulations,  signed  by  the  then  Mayor  (Mr.  Aid. 
Auffus),  were  issued  and  sent  to  candidates  on  application,  with  the  heading 
<* Office  of  Borouffh  Engineer  and  Town  Surveyor,"  and  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Council  on  the  7tn  December,  1881,  Mr.  Laws  was  appointed  as  follows : — 
"  Resolved  that  Mr.  William  George  Laws  be,  and  is  hereby  appointed. 
Borough  Engineer  and  Town  Surveyor  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  trom  the 
date  of  the  termination  of  the  respective  engagements  of  Mr.  Fowler  and 
Mr.  Fulton,  the  present  Borough  Engineer  and  Town  Surveyor,  and  at  a 
salary  of  £600  per  annum.  The  office  to  be  held  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
Council,  and  six  months'  notice  to  be  given  or  received  on  either  side  of  the 
termination  of  the  engagement — snoh  notice  to  be  eiven  on  the  first  of  aav 
month.  That  Mr.  Laws  be  required  to  perform  aU  the  duties  of  Boroup^h 
Engineer  and  Town  Surveyor,  and  all  duties  which  may  be  required  of  him 
by  the  Council  or  Committees  thereof,  and  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Council,  are  within  the  duties  of  his  appointment,  and  to  devote  the  whole 
of  his  time  to  the  duties  of  hia  office,  and  not  to  undertake  any  other 
emplovment.  That  he  be  not  allowed  to  take  premium  or  other  pupils, 
and  that  no  person  be  engsffed  in  the  office  department  without  first 
receiving  the  approval  of  the  Town  Improvement  or  Finance  Committees  as 
the  case  may  be." 

On  the  2nd  January,  1882,  Mr.  Laws  entered  upon  his  duties,  and  on  the 

6th  January,  1882,  the  Finance  Committee  passed  the  following  resolution : — 

••  Resolved  that  Mr.  G.  W.  Laws  be,  and  ia  hereby  appointed,  Property 

Surveyor  in  conjunction  with  hia  appointment  of  Borough  Engineer  and 

Town  Surveyor.'^ 

This  resolution  was  not  reported  to  the  Council. 
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Yonr  €k)miDittee  are  perfectly  satisfied,  from  the  investigation  they  have 
made,  that  Mr.  Laws  was  only  appointed  by  the  Council  to  the  offices  of 
"Borough  Engineer  and  Town  Surveyor;"  and  in  consideration  of  the 
satisfactory  manner  in  which  Mr.  Laws  has  performed  those  datief,  in 
addition  to  those  of  Property  Surveyor,  have  much  pleasure  in  unauimously 
recommending  to  the  Gonn<nl  that  the  salary  of  Mr.  Laws  be,  from  the  1st 
January,  1883,  the  sum  of  £800  per  annum ;  from  Ist  January,  1884,  the 
sum  of  £900  per  annum ;  and  from  and  after  the  Ist  January,  1885,  the  f  um 
of  £1,000  per  annum.  And  that  such  salary  shall  include  the  performance 
of  all  duties  pertaining  to  the  offices  of  City  Engineer,  Town  Surveyor,  and 
Corporation  Property  Surveyor. 

Chas.  Fbbd.  Hamond,  Cbairnuu). 

Town  Hall,  Ist  Feb.,  1883. 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLBON  seconded  the  motioD. 

Mr.  Barkas  said  he  desired  to  make  a  few  remarks  for  the 
purpose  of  tracing  the  history  of  past  proceedings  in  reference  to  the 
appointment  of  an  officer  such  as  Mr.  Laws,  in  order  to  show  that 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Laws  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  state-  • 
ments  contained  in  the  report  of  the  special  committer  It  was 
necessary  for  him  to  refer  to  a  preyious  appointment  of  Borough 
Engineer,  Town  Surveyor,  and  Property  Surveyor,  in  order  to  see 
what  were  considered  to  be  the  duties  of  Mr.  Laws  when  he  receiyed 
his  present  appointment     In  April,  1877, 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  the  special  committee  were  appointed  to 
consider  only  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Laws,  and  the  enquiry  com- 
menced with  the  proceedings  of  October  3,  1881  ;  and  he  objected 
to  Mr.  Barkas  introdacing  anything  which  was  anterior  to  that  date. 

Mr.  Barkas  said  he  desired  to  show  that  the  appointment  to  which 
Mr.  Laws  was  elected  was  analogous  to  the  positions  previously 
held  by  Mr.  Fowler  and  Mr.  Fulton. 

The  Mayor  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  terms  of  Mr.  Falton's 
appointment  could  not  possibly  interfere  with  the  distinct  resolutions 
under  which  Mr.  Laws  was  appointed.  Mr.  Laws'  appointment  was 
in  writing,  and  the  Council  were  bound  by  it.  Mr.  Laws  could  not 
be  bound  by  anything  which  took  place  on  the  appointment  of 
either  Mr.  Fowler  or  Mr.  Fulton. 

Mr.  Barkas  :  It  is  not  my  intention  to  refer  to  Mr.  Fulton  at  all. 
It  is  Mr.  Fowler's  appointment  I  intend  to  refer  to. 

The  Mayor  :  I  do  not  think  you  can  do  so.  I  rule  that  it  is  not 
admissable  upon  this  report. 

Mr,  Aid.  Hamond  said  Mr.  Laws'  appointment  was  subject  only 
to  the  adyertisement  which  was  issued  under  the  authority  of  the 
Council  in  October,  1881,  sanctioned  by  the  Council,  there  being  on 
the  division  42  votes  for,  and  2  against,  and  3  did  not  vote.  Any 
anterior. proceedings  were  totally  irrevelant  to  the  present  question. 

Mr.  Barkas  said  he  only  wished  to  say  that  in  April,  1877,  Mr. 
Stephenson  submitted  to  the  Council  a  resolution  proposing  the 
appointment  of  a  Property  Surveyor  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Lamb;  and 
at  the  same  meeting  Mr.  Toull  proposed  an  amendment,  appointing 
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a  Sab-Committee  oonsisting  of  fi?e  members  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, and  five  members  of  the  Town  Improvement  Committee, 
with  the  addition  of  the  names  of  the  Mayor,  Sheriff,  and  Mr.  Tonll, 
to  consider  the  filling  up  of  the  position  of  Borough  Engineer  and 
Property  Surveyor.  In  May,  1877,  Mr.  Youll  presented  a  report 
recommending  that  the  duties  of  Borough  Engineer,  Town  Surveyor, 
and  Property  Surveyor  be  placed  under  one  head.  On  June  6,  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Youll,  the  appointment  of  one  chief  officer  was 
agreed  to,  combining  the  positions  of  Borough  Engineer,  Town 
Surveyor,  and  Property  Surveyor,  at  a  salary  of  £1,000  a  year. 
On  July  4,  Mr.  TouU  reported  that  six  out  of  the  seven  candidates 
who  had  been  selected,  were  eligible  for  the  appointment  of  Borough 
Engineer,  Town  Surveyor,  and  Property  Surveyor.  On  Julj^  18, 
after  the  votes  had  been  taken,  Mr.  TouU  proposed  that  Mr. 
Fowler  be  appointed  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Borough.  On  August  4, 
Mr.  Fowler  wrote  to  the  Council  stating  that  he  had  been  elected 
Chief  Engineer  of  the  Borough,  and  thanking  the  Council  for  the 
appointment.  Mr.  Fowler  was  appointed  Chief  Engineer  of  the 
Borough,  but  he  was  appointed  to  that  office  with  the  distinct 
understanding  that  he  was  to  undertake  the  duties  of  Borough 
Engineer,  Town  Surveyor,  and  Property  Surveyor,  under  the  one 
single  head.  In  the  course  of  a  comparatively  short  time,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  discord  and  disharmony  which  existed  in  the 
Engineering  and  Surveyorship  offices,  Mr.  Fowler's  and  Mr.  Fulton's 
titles  and  positions  were  changed.  Mr.  Fulton  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  Town  Surveyor,  and  Mr.  Fowler  was  continued  as  Borough 
Engineer  and  Property  Surveyor.  Mr.  Laws  was  appointed  to  do 
all  the  duties  which  had  been  discharged  by  Mr.  Fowler  and  Mr. 
Fulton,  and  those  duties  were  those  of  Borough  Engineer,  Town 
Surveyor,  and  Property  Surveyor ;  and  Mr.  Laws  was  appointed 
to  the  whole  of  those  duties,  excepting  as  to  architecture,  which 
was  excluded.  Mr.  Laws'  letter  to  the  Council  last  month  contained 
three  or  four  inaccurate  statements.  Mr.  Laws  stated  in  the  letter 
that  he  had  been  told  that  an  increase  of  £200  to  his  salary  had 
been  voted.  Nothing  of  the  kind  had  been  done.  The  Finance  and 
Town  Improvement  Committees  resolved  to  recommend  the  Council 
to  add  £200  to  his  salary  ;  but  the  two  committees  had  no  power  to 
vote  the  increase ;  they  had  only  power  to  recommend  the  Council 
to  vote  the  increase.  Mr,  Laws  went  on  to  state  that  he  was  willing 
to  accept  that  increase  as  Borough  Engineer  and  Town  Surveyor, 
but  did  not  look  upon  it  as  settling  the  question  of  the  Property 
Surveyorship;  and  at  the  close  of  the  letter  he  asked  to  have  the 
confirmation  of  his  appointment  as  Property  Surveyor.  According 
to  Mr.  Youll's  motion,  Mr.  Fowler  was  appointed  Chief  Officer. 
According  to  Mr.  YonlPs  motion  Mr.  Laws  was  a  year  ago  appointed 
in  the  following  words: — *'  That  Mr.  William  Ckorge  Laws  be,  and 
is  hereby  appointed  Borough  Engineer  and  Town  Surveyor  of 
Newoastle-npon*Tyne,  from  the  date  of  the  termioation  of  the 
respective  engagements  of  Mr.  Fowler  and  Mr.  Fulton,  the  present 
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Borough  Engineer  and  Town  Sarreyor."  That  olaose  of  Mr. 
Yooll'a  motion  pnt  Mr.  Laws  in  precisely  the  same  position  as  Mr. 
FaltoD  and  Mr.  Fowler  held  ;  and  to  say  that  Mr.  Laws  was  not 
appointed  Property  Sarreyor  as  well  as  Borongh  Engineer  and 
Town  Surveyor,  seemed  to  be  sheer  and  unmitigated  nonsense.  Mr. 
Laws,  according  to  Mr.  Yoall's  resolution,  had  ''to  perform  all  the 
duties  which  may  be  required  of  him  by  the  Council,  or  the  Oom- 
mittees  thereof,  and  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Oouncil,  are  within 
the  duties  of  his  appointment ;  and  to  devote  the  whole  of  his  time 
to  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  not  to  undertake  any  other  employ- 
ment** Assuming  that  Mr.  Laws  was  not  appointed  Property 
Surveyor,  then  the  Council  by  asking  him  now  to  undertake  that 
position,  were  asking  him  to  violate  his  engagement,  under  which  he 
was  required  to  devote  the  whole  of  his  time  to  his  duties  as 
Borough  Engineer  and  Town  Surveyor.  There  seemed  to  be  a 
great  amount  of  error  and  misapprehension  in  the  minds  of  many 
members  of  the  Gounoi],  who  were  not  members  of  the  FLnanoe 
Committee,  as  to  what  took  place  in  the  Committee.  The  minute 
of  the  Finance  Committee  was  ''  that  Mr.  Laws  be,  and  is  hereby 
appointed  Property  Surveyor  in  conjunction  with  his  appointment  of 
BOTOugh  Engineer  and  Town  Surveyor.*'  That  was  submitted  by 
the  Town  Clerk. 

The  Town  Clbbk  :  The  Town  Clerk  did  not  submit  that 
resolution. 

Mr.  Barkas  :  Not  the  resolution,  but  the  idea  was  submitted 
by  the  Town  Clerk. 

The  Town  Clebk:  I  brought  the  subject  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  Babkas  :  The  idea  of  designating  Mr.  Laws  Property 
Surveyor  was  submitted  to  the  committee  by  the  Town  Clerk,  who 
said  it  was  necessary,  for  certain  legal  purposes,  that  "  Property 
Surveyor  **  should  be  appended  to  the  title  of  Mr.  Laws;  and  on  that 
ground  the  Finance  Committee  agreed  to  the  proposal  without  any 
discussion.  The  very  fact  that  there  was  no  expression  of  difference 
of  opinion  manifested  that  the  Finance  Committee  were  of  opinion 
that  Mr.  Laws  was  at  the  first  appointed  to  fulfil  all  the  offices 
vacated  by  Mr.  Fowler  and  Mr.  Ftilton — Borough  Engineer,  To?m 
Surveyor,  and  Property  Surveyor  ;  and  when  the  committee  gave 
him  the  name  of  Property  Surveyor,  they  were  not  appointing  him 
to  that  office,  but  only  giving  him  the  designation  for  certain  legal 
and  formal  purposes.  They  never  heard  from  Mr.  Laws  a  word 
about  having  extra  duties ;  he  went  on  doing  the  duties  of  the  office 
as  a  matter  of  course.  He  (Mr.  Barkas)  admitted  that  the  duties 
were  onerous  for  one  person ;  but  the  same  duties  had  fallen  upon 
Mr.  Fowler  previously.  (*'  No,  no.*')  He  had  in  his  hands  a  report 
on  the  management  of  the  Corporation  property  issued  in  February, 
1882,  by  Mr.  Laws,  in  which  he  did  not  make  any  objection  to  being 
Property  Surveyor,  but  recommended  the  appointment  of  an 
assistant  Property  Sarveyor,  whose  duty  it  should  be  periodically  to 
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fnrfey  all  the  property  of  the  Corporation,  and  report  to  Mr.  Laws 
on  the  condition  of  the  same  and  the  necessary  repairs.  He  thought 
that  showed  that  Mr.  Laws  considered  he  was  Property  Surveyor. 
If  he  wished  to  move  an  amendment  in  accordance  with  his  own 
wishes  it  woald  he  that  there  be  no  increase  of  salary  at  all,  or  it  wonld 
be  at  all  events  that  Mr.  Laws  continue  in  his  present  office,  fulfill- 
ing his  present  duties,  at  his  present  salary  for  this  year.  He  wonld 
say  nothing  about  tiie  future.  He  did  not  think  such  an  amend* 
ment  would  be  carried,  not  because  it  was  not  right,  but  simply 
because  some  gentlemen  were  half-committed,  or  more  than  half- 
committed  to  an  opposite  course.  He  did  not  deny  that  Mr.  Laws 
had  given  satisfaction ;  and  he  thought  Mr.  Laws  was  quite  worth 
the  sum.  He  proposed  the  following  amendment : — <*  That  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Council  Mr.  Laws  was  engaged  as  successor  to 
Messrs.  Fowler  and  Fulton  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  Borough  Engineer, 
Town  Surveyor,  and  Property  Surveyor  at  a  salary  of  his  own 
proposing,  viz.,  £600  per  annum  ;  bat  seeing  that  fiir.  Laws  has 
given  general  satisfaction  in  the  performance  of  those  duties  to 
which  he  was  appointed,  it  is  resolved  that  his  salary  be  increased 
to  £800,  commencing  on  the  1st  of  January  in  the  present  year." 
Mr.  Hbhzbll  seconded  the  amendment  He  said  he  had  very 
great  objections  to  the  prospective  advance  of  salary  recommended 
in  the  report  It  would  be  enough  if  they  dealt  only  with  the 
present,  and  recognised  the  services  of  Mr.  Laws  in  the  manner 
indicated  by  the  amendment  He  would  like  to  learn  whether  there 
was  any  purpose  in  leaving  out  of  the  advertisement  inviting 
candidates,  any  mention  of  the  Property  Surveyorship,  and,  if  so, 
why  was  that  purpose  not  carried  out  t  He  also  asked  who  told 
Mr.  Laws  that  the  Corporation  would  give  only  £600  for  the  first 
year  9  He  was  not  aware  of  any  resolution  of  any  committee  or  of 
the  Council  to  that  effect.  Mr.  Laws  took  the  post  for  £600  a 
year  ;  and  it  was  just  possible  that,  by  doing  that,  he  prevented 
some  other  gentleman  from  being  appointed.  Three  days  after 
taking  possession,  Mr.  Laws  took  upon  him — be  would  not  say  the 
duties,  but  he  would  say  that  Mr.  Laws  accepted  the  designation  of 
Property  Surveyor  ;  and  no  stipulation  for  an  advance  of  salary  was 
made  on  that  occasion.  If  there  had  been  any  question  raised  as  to 
an  increase  of  salary,  it  wonld  have  come  before  the  Council,  and 
they  would  have  had  an  opportnnity  of  considering  the  matter,  and 
perhaps  have  made  another  arrangement.  The  Council  had  the 
offer  of  the  services  of  some  men  of  undoubted  ability  and  high 
character.  He  knew  one  person  who  would  have  taken  the  position 
for  £700  a  year,  and  who  would  have  fulfilled  the  duties  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Council,  and  wonld  have  continued  for  some  time 
at  that  salary  without  asking  for  an  advance.  He  thought  Mr. 
Laws  should  be  content  with  an  advance  of  his  salary  to  £800 ;  and 
Mr.  Laws  would  stand  very  well  in  comparison  with  the  salaries 
paid  in  other  towns.  Bradford,  with  a  population  of  194,000,  and 
a  rateable  value  of  £957,000,  paid  only  £500  a  year. 
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Mr.  Aid.  Hamohd  :  No  property. 

Mr.  Hbnzkll:  Leeds,  ?rith  a  population  of  809,000,  and  a  rate- 
able valne  £1,131,000,  paid  £600  a  year. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  No  property. 

Mr.  Henzell  :  Hull, — population  155,000 ;  rateable  ralne 
£292,000;  salary  £700.  Brighton— population  107,000;  rateable 
▼aloe  £659,000 ;  salary  £600.  Manchester— population  841,000 ; 
rateable  value  £2,776,000 ;  salary  £1,000. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hakond:  And  no  property. 

Mr.  EEshzsll:  In  addition  to  being  engineer,  some  gentlemen 
took  the  position  of  architect.  He  objected  to  prospectire  advances, 
which  was  a  course  that,  to  his  knowledge,  had  never  been 
hitherto  adopted  by  the  Council.  They  should  let  the  Council 
attend  to  the  matter  in  the  future. 

Mr.  Aid.  Plumukr  said  he  did  not  object  to  the  increase  of  salary 
recommended  by  the  committee,  but  he  strongly  objected  to  the 
reasons  given  for  making  the  recommendation — that  Mr.  Laws  had 
undertaking  duties  he  was  not  originally  appointed  to.  He  was 
certain  every  member  of  the  Council  quite  understood  that  Mr. 
Laws  was  to  fulfil  all  the  duties  which  had  been  fulfilled  by  the 
previous  officers. 

Mr.  YouLL  regretted  that  Mr.  Barkas  should,  in  his  opinion, 
have  made  an  unjustifiable  attack  upon  Mr.  Laws.  ('*  No,  no.") 
He  referred  to  the  observations  Mr.  Barkas  made  with  respect  to 
what  Mr.  Laws  said  in  his  letter  ;  and  certainly  if  it  was  not  an 
attack  upon  Mr.  Laws,  it  was  very  near  it.  When  dealing  with  an 
officer,  who,  according  to  Mr.  Barkas,  had  given  general  satisfaction 
to  the  Council,  it  was  undesirable  that  anything  approaching  to  an 
attack  upon  his  private  character  should  in  any  way  be  insinuated 
or  expressed. 

Mr.  Babkas  :  I  repudiate  any  idea  of  attacking  Mr.  Laws.  I 
did  not  intend  to  say  anything  offensive. 

Mr.  Stkphkks  :  And  yon  did  not. 

Mr.  ToxTLL  said  that  in  connection  witli  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Fowler,  the  words  "  Property  Sar?eyor  **  were  clearly  and  distinctly 
mentioned ;  but  no  mention  was  made  when  Mr.  Laws  was 
appointed.  Mr.  Browne  at  the  previous  meeting  of  the  Council 
stated  that  the  words  *'  Property  Surveyor  "  were  intentionally  left 
oat  of  the  advertisement 

Mr.  Btkphbhs  :  By  whom  9 

Mr.  YouLL  :  By  the  committee  ;  and  it  was  intended  at  that  time 
that  Mr.  Bryson  should  have  the  post  of  Property  Surveyor.  Mr. 
Bryson's  health  broke  down  ;  and  Mr.  Laws,  when  he  got  into  the 
office,  found  that  Mr.  Bryson  was  unable  to  undertake  the  duties  ; 
and,  principally  on  that  account,  as  well  as  on  the  technical  ground 
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to  which  Mr.  Barkas  had  referred,  Mr.  Laws  was  appointed 
Property  Surveyor  on  January  5tL  The  principle  on  which  he 
took  the  appointment  was — "  I  take  this  appointment  for  £600  per 
annum,  and  in  less  than  twelve  months  I  shall  show  to  the  Council 
that  my  services  are  worth  to  them  at  least  double  that  amount ; 
and  I  am  sure  they  will  treat  me  fairly  and  properly.'*  Had  not 
the  Council  the  testimony  of  the  Property  Committee  that  Mr. 
Laws  had  been  worth  more  than  double  that  amount  during  the 
past  year  9  He  might  refer  to  the  work  done  by  Mr.  Laws.  Mr. 
fiarkas  had  referred  to  the  resolution  passed  respecting  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Laws,  to  show  that  he  had  to  devote  the  whole  of  his 
time  to  the  duties  of  his  office.  Did  that  mean  that  Mr.  Laws  was 
to  work  twenty-four  hours  a  day  7 

Mr.  RioHABDBOK :  Working  hours  is  meant 

Mr.  Youll:  Mr.  Laws  told  them  in  the  letter  that  when  he 
entered  upon  the  appointment  work  was  considerably  in  arrear.  Mr. 
Laws  had  been  working  at  home,  three,  four,  or  fi?6  hours,  almost 
every  working  day  duriug  the  year,  and  had  got  the  work  brought 
into  a  proper  state  now.  Were  the  Council  not  to  recognise  the 
services  Mr.  Laws  had  rendered  t  He  knew  Mr.  Laws  had  said 
that  if  he  had  known  that  the  duties  of  Property  Surveyor  were 
to  be  included  in  his  appointment,  he  would  not  have  made  an 
application  for  the  office ;  and  in  his  letter  he  told  the  Coandl  that 
the  duties  of  the  Property  Surveyorship  were  equal  to,  if  not 
beyond,  those  of  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Town  Surveyor.  The 
members  of  the  Property  Committee  would  bear  hiin  out,  that  the 
invaluable  services  rendered  by  Mr.  Laws  to  the  Corporation  during 
the  year  would  not  be  compensated  to  him  in  pounds,  shillings,  and 
pence.  The  services  Mr.  Laws  had  rendered,  in  anticipating  work 
requisite  for  the  town,  was  aptly  illustrated  by  a  report  given  to  the 
Property  Committee  in  July  last,  respecting  the  Walker  leases, 
referred  to  at  the  January  meeting  by  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond.  In  that 
report  Mr.  Laws  anticipated  that  which  the  Council  would  some 
day  or  other  require  to  be  done ;  he  suggested  that  the  surrender  of 
a  piece  of  land  at  Wincomblee,  adjoining  the  vacant  land,  should  be 
included  in  the  surrender  of  the  Walker  leases,  in  order  that  there 
might  be  a  river  frontage  for  the  vacant  land.  Within  three 
months  the  wisdom  of  that  suggestion  was  shown,  as  an  application 
was  made  by  Mr.  Dobson  for  the  land  to  use  it  as  a  shipbuilding 
yard  ;  and  the  very  piece  of  land  Mr.  Laws  had  suggested  should 
be  surrended  to  the  Corporation  was  absolutely  necessary  to  enable 
Mr.  Dobson  to  use  the  other  land.  Mr.  Laws  had  gone  through 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  Corporation  property,  and  had  made  valua- 
tions for  the  assets  and  liabilities  account  Nearly  all  the  material 
collected  prior  to  Mr.  Laws  taking  possession  of  the  office,  was 
either  removed  or  destroyed  before  he  entered  the  office ;  and  Mr. 
Lews  had  had  nearly  the  whole  of  the  work  to  do  over  again. 
Valuations  had  been  nearly  completed  during  last  year  of  property 
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wortli  about  £1,500,000.  All  ibis  bad  been  done  bj  Mr.  Laws,  in 
addition  to  his  dnties  as  Borough  Engineer  and  Town  Sarveyor,  for 
a  salary  of  £600  a  year,  on  the  principle  that,  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  the  Coancil,  and  especially  the  committees,  would  appreciate 
his  services.  An  unfair  attack  had  been  made  upon  Mr.  Laws  in 
newspapers.  The  holding  up  of  a  public  officer  to  ridicule  should 
not  have  taken  place.  The  paragraph  in  the  newspaper  went  on 
the  assumption  that  Mr.  Laws  had  applied  for  an  increase  of  salary. 
No  such  thing  ever  occurred;  Mr.  Laws  never  applied  for  an 
increase  of  salary.  The  suggestion  that  he  should  have  an  increase 
of  salary  came,  he  (Mr.  YouTl)  believed,  in  the  first  instance  from  a 
gentleman  who  had  the  best  chance  of  knowing  his  worth-^Mr.  Aid. 
Wilson.  When  the  Town  Improvement  Committee  were  moving 
in  the  matter  he  (Mr.  TouU)  suggested  that  the  Finance  Committee 
should  confer  with  them,  and  point  out  the  additional  dnties  thrown 
upon  Mr.  Laws  after  his  original  appointment.  He  believed  if  the 
committee  had  waited  until  Mr.  Laws  had  made  an  application,  this 
unpleasantness  would  not  have  arisen.  The  principal  cause  of  the 
agitation  was  a  paragraph  which  appeared  in  a  newspaper.  He  did 
not  object  to  paragraphs  which  contained  correct  information,  or 
any  comment  if  based  on  truth  ;  but  he  did  object  to  newspapers 
assuming  that  certain  things  were  facts,  and  basing  unfair  argu- 
ments upon  them,  and  thereby  holding  up  a  public  servant  to  public 
ridicule. 

Mr.  Hbmzbll  :  I  asked  the  question — who  told  Mr.  Laws  that 
the  Corporation  would  not  give  more  than  £600  for  the  first  year  7 

Mr.  TouLL  :  At- the  Council  meeting  on  October  17,  1882,  Mr. 
Oarse  said  he  would  give  notice  that  he  would  object  to  more  than 
£600  salary  being  paid  to  the  officer  for  the  first  year.  There  was 
a  general  impression  that  the  salary  should  be  low,  and  that  the 
officer  should  show  he  was  fit  for  the  post  before  he  got  an  increase 
of  salary. 

Mr.  Hbhzbll  :  Were  all  the  other  candidates  told  the  same 
thiii^? 

Mr.  ITouiiL  :  I  daresay  they  were.  I  do  not  know.  Whether 
they  were  told  or  not,  I  say  we  haVe  got  a  servant  who  commenced 
with  a  salary  of  £600  a  year,  and  who  is  acknowledged  by  every 
member  of  the  Council  to  have  done  his  work  particularly  well 

Mr.  Aid.  SoOTT :  Ton  do  not  know  that  You  have  not  asked 
all  the  members. 

Mr.  YouLL :  Well,  I  will  say  what  Mr.  Barkas  said— Mr.  Laws 
has  given  general  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Stbphbns  :  Were  the  other  candidates  informed  that  the 
Property  Surveyorship  was  not  included  with  the  office  of  Borough 
Engineer  ? 

Mr.  Aid.  Qbbosoh  :  Certainly  not.  He  agreed  with  Mr.  Barkas 
that  Mr.  Laws  was  to  Uke  the  place  of  Mr.  Fowler  and  Mr.  Fulton* 
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He  had  heard  a  good  deal  about  the  little  intrigue  about  Mr. 
Bryson  ;  and  if  it  had  been  proposed  to  the  Oonneil  it  would  have 
been  quashed  very  speedily.  No  such  condition  as  that  the  office 
of  Property  Surveyor  was  to  be  excluded  from  the  appointments 
held  by  Mr.  Laws,  was  ever  implied ;  and  if  that  exclusion  had 
been  proposed  in  the  Council  it  would  have  been  rejected  by  a  great 
majority.  He  had  seen  a  good  deal  of  Mr.  Laws  since  he  entered 
the  service  of  the  Corporation,  and  the  more  he  had  seen  him,  the 
more  he  liked  him.  Mr.  Laws  was  straightforward,  did  not  truckle 
to  individuals,  and  kept  in  order  certain  parties  who  were  apt  to  get 
over  the  traces.  He  was  entitled  for  his  services  to  an  increase  to 
£800. 

Mr.  BowDBN  said  he  did  not  object  to  Mr.  Laws  having  an 
increase  of  salary.  Mr.  Laws  had  given  satisfaction  during  the 
past  year,  and  if  his  friends  had  only  left  him  alone,  and  let  him 
come  to  the  Council  in  a  straightforward  way,  an  increase  would 
have  been  cheerfully  granted.  If  his  appointment  to  the  office  of 
Property  Surveyor  was  more  than  a  technical  appointment,  why  was 
it  not  brought  before  the  Council  7  If  it  was  a  distinct  appoint- 
ment it  should  have  been  brought  before  the  Council,  and  then  it 
would  have  been  discussed.  He  would  vote  for  the  amendment  to 
show  his  entire  disapproval  of  the  way  in  which  the  matter  had 
been  brought  forward. 

Mr.  Tbmplb  said  no  one  could  accuse  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  of  doing 
anything  which  was  not  straightforward ;  and  he  believed  it  was  at 
Mr.  Aid.  Wilson's  instigation  that  the  proposed  increase  of  salary 
was  first  brought  forward. 

Mr.  Carsb  said  that,  while  inclined  to  vote  for  the  amendment, 
he  could  not  agree  to  all  the  reasons  given  for  moving  the  amend- 
ment. On  the  other  hand,  while  he  was  not  inclined  to  vote  for  the 
whole  of  the  report,  there  were  many  things  in  it  which  he  con- 
sidered just  and  fair.  The  Finance  and  Town  Improvement  Com- 
mittees, according  to  this  report,  had  previously  considered  the 
question  as  to  whether  or  not  Mr.  Laws  should  have  the  title  of 
Property  Surveyor.  A  sub-committee  recommended  that  the  person 
to  be  appointed  should  be  Borough  Engineer,  Town  Surveyor,  and 
have  the  general  charge  over  the  property  of  the  Corporation ;  but 
the  joint  Finance  and  Town  Improvement  Committees  objected  to 
that,  and  confined  the  title  of  the  officer  to  '*  Borough  Engineer  and 
Town  Surveyor  ; "  and  that  was  the  title  inserted  in  the  advertise- 
ment. Why  was  the  title  of  Property  Surveyor  kept  out!  Mr. 
Youll  had  told  the  Council  that  it  intended  that  Mr.  Bryson 
should  be  Property  Surveyor  under  the  nominal  headship  of  Mr. 
Laws.  That  Mr.  Laws  did  not  contemplate  having  the  title  of 
Property  Surveyor,  they  had  from  Mr.  Laws'  own  word ;  and  he 
deprecated  very  much  the  propriety  of  questioning  the  truth  and 
honajidei  of  a  gentleman  like  Mr.  Laws,  who  told  the  Council  that 
if  he  had  known  he  was  to  be  Property  Surveyor,  as  well  as  Borough 
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Engineer  and  Town  Surveyor,  he  would  have  aaked  a  higher  salary. 
The  minute  of  the  Finance  Committee  appointing  Mr.  Laws  to 
another  office,  should  have  been  brought  before  the  Council  for  con- 
firmation ;  and  yet  the  Council  heard  nothing  of  it  until  recently. 
This  little  dispute  would  have  been  avoided  if  the  committee  had 
done  what  they  ought  to  have  done — brought  the  minute  before  the 
OoundL  He  held  that  Mr.  Laws,  when  first  appointed,  only  took 
the  two  offices  bestowed  upon  him  by  the  Council.  The  property 
of  the  Corporation  was  so  large  and  important  that  a  distinct  officer 
should  be  appointed  to  look  iSter  it ;  and  there  should  be  a  Property 
Committee  directly  responsible  to  the  Council.  He  agreed  with 
Mr.  Barkas  that  prospective  arrangements  as  to  salary  were  objec- 
tionable. Qive  Mr.  Laws  £800  a  year  now,  and  the  Council  should 
be  left  free  to  deal  with  further  increases  in  the  futura 

The  Sheriff  said  he  would  vote  for  the  confirmation  of  the 
report,  because  Mr.  Laws*  own  merits  and  justice  required  that  an 
increased  salary  should  be  given ;  but  he  must  express  his  regret 
that  any  small  specious  and  devious  arguments  had  been  resorted  to 
to  get  ihe  advance.  No  argument  of  that  nature  had  been  required 
at  all ;  and  he  would  be  very  sorry  if  any  gentleman  was  deterred 
from  voting  for  the  advance  of  saUuy  because  he  did  not  agree  with 
the  terms  of  the  report,  and  the  arguments  upon  which  Uie  report 
had  been  advanced.  The  substantial  part  of  the  report  was  the 
advance  of  the  salary,  and  the  motives  given  for  that  advance  were 
secondary. 

Mr.  Aid.  Cail  said  the  Council  had  in  Mr.  Laws  an  office^* 
admirably  fitted  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  position  ;  he  had 
brought  the  work  from  chaos  into  order ;  and  by  his  diligence  ^nd 
ability  saved  the  Corporation  many  thousands  a  year.  The  least  the 
Council  could  do  was  to  acknowledge  bis  services  by  confirming  the 
report. 

Mr.  Wh.  Smith  said  he  must  express  his  regret  at  the  remarks 
made  by  Mr.  Henzell.  He  would  refer  Mr.  Henzell  back  to  the 
time  when  in  his  (Mr.  Smith's)  house  Mr.  Henzell  said  he  under- 
stood the  Property  Surveyorship  was  not  included  in  Mr.  Laws* 
engagement.     That  position  was  for  Mr.  Bryson. 

Mr.  Hbmebll  :  Allow  me  to  correct  Mr.  Smith.  I  have  some 
remembrance  of  being  at  Mr.  Smith's  own  house  about  this  matter, 
and  Mr.  Smith  told  me  they  were  intending  to  make  some  arrange- 
ment about  Mr.  Bryson.  Mr.  Smith  made  some  mention  about  the 
intention  of  himself  and  one  or  two  others  to  endeavour  to  get  that 
position  for  Mr.  Bryson ;  but  I  distinctly  understood  that,  whatever 
was  done,  was  to  be  under  the  chief  officer  who  was  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Council — ^that  the  person  to  be  appointed  was  to  be  head  over 
all  the  departments. 

Mr.  Wx.  Smith  said  he  would  remind  Mr.  Henzell  that  he  came 
to  his  (Mr.  Smith's)  house  to  plead  for  Mr.  Bryson ;  and  he  (Mr. 
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Smith)  told  him  that  the  balk  of  the  members  of  the  Property 
Committee  were  of  opinion  that  an  independent  person  should  haye 
charge  of  the  property  of  the  Corporation  ;  and  he  still  held  that 
opinion.  It  was  difficult  to  get  a  man  to  fill  the  position  oocapied 
by  Mr.  Laws,  who  had  gained  the  goodwill  of  the  Council,  and  even 
of  Mr.  Barkas.  He  objected  to  the  Finance  Committee's  resolution 
appointing  Mr.  Laws  Property  Surreyor  ;  but  the  Town  Clerk 
stated  it  was  a  mere  nominal  mattery  and  the  resolution  was  passed. 
Mr.  Laws  made  a  report  to  the  Finance  Committee  showing  that  the 
Corporation  had  1,875  acres  of  land,  with  dwellings,  and  with  a 
reyenue  of  £41,000.  Mr.  Laws  did  not  know  he  had  the  extra 
work  to  do ;  and  the  Town  Clerk  told  him  that  the  appointment 
was  merely  nominal.  Mr.  Laws  found  that  Mr.  Bryson,  who 
knew  most  about  the  property,  failed  in  healtL  Mr.  Fowler  had 
£1,000  a  year,  Mr.  Fulton  £700,  and  Mr.  Curry  £300;  and  Mr. 
Laws,  who  superseded  them,  got  a  salary  of  £600  a  year.  Mr. 
Lamb  had  held  the  appointment  of  property  yaluer  to  the  Corpora- 
tion, and  got  a  percentage  upon  eyery  piece  of  property  whidi  he 
yalued  during  Mr.  Fowler's  time,  and  that  percentage  came  to 
hundreds  a  year.  Mr.  Laws,  since  his  appointment,  had  done 
everything  required  by  the  Corporation,  and  nothing  had  been  paid 
for  valuing.  Mr.  Laws  found  that  people  occupied  Corporation 
property,  and  claimed  it  as  their  own  ;  and  the  Corporation  had  not 
received  rent  for  years.  A  report  was  received  from  Mr.  Laws 
showing  that  the  Grainger  estate  was  getting  £60,  £70,  or  £80  a 
year  rent  from  the  Gunner  Tower,  and  claimed  it  as  belonging  to 
the  estate.  People  were  found  occupying  Corporation  land  at 
Walker,  and  who  had  got  compensation  for  their  gardens  from  the 
Railway  Company ;  and  yet  those  people  had  never  paid  a  farthing 
rent  for  the  land.  A  gentleman  at  Walker  claimed  to  be  the 
owner  of  property  belonging  to  the  Corporation.  To  the  credit  of 
Mr.  Laws  these  matters  had  been  brought  forward.  In  the  buying 
of  property  and  the  laying  out  of  new  streets  Mr.  Laws  had  done 
good  work.  He  was  astounded  at  any  basiness  man  cavilling  at  the 
proposed  increase  of  salary.  Mr.  I^aws  had  found  that  there  was 
mlich  work  to  do  in  connection  with  the  Corporation  property ;  and 
if  the  Council  gave  him  even  a  £1,000  a  year,  he  was  worth  it  in 
business  capability  to  the  town. 

Mr.  Stephens  said  he  would  vote  for  the  amendment,  because, 
since  the  report  was  agreed  upon,  he  had  found  many  persons  who 
objected  to  the  prospective  arrangement  The  best  principle  was  to 
give  Mr.  Laws  £800  a  year  now,  and  let  him  come  next  year  and 
get  another  increase  if  the  Council  thought  fit  to  give  it.  Mr. 
Laws  would  then  be  on  good  behaviour.  He  believed  there  were 
three  or  four  little  wire  pullers  who  had  made  some  arrangement 
with  Mr.  Laws,  and  had  impressed  on  him  that,  if  he  kept  quiet, 
iLey  would  at  the  end  of  the  year  make  this  appointment  a  reason 
why  his  salary  should  be  increased.  That  was  wrong.  He 
admitted  that  Mr.   Laws  deserved  an  increase  of  salary.     An 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


ISSSi 


KSWCA8TLB  COUVGILw  125 


adranoe  of  83  per  oeat.  was  a  considerable  adranoe ;  bat  he  was 
readj  to  gire  it  to  Mr.  Lawa  He  was  satisfied  that  Mr.  LawB| 
when  first  appointed,  had  to  fill  all  the  offices  held  by  his  prede- 
oeaaors;  and  Mr.  Laws  assumed  the  position  of  Property  Sorreyor 
because  it  was  part  of  his  dnty.  Was  it  not  known  to  two,  throe, 
or  four  members  of  the  Oonnol,  that  Mr.  Laws  distinctly  objected 
to  Mr.  firyson  being  put  in  a  position  of  independence,  and  that 
Mr.  Laws  said  the  duties  belonged  to  himself,  and  that  he  would 
do  the  duties? 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith  :  Who  said  so?     Qire  the  name& 

Mr.  Stkphxvb  said  he  would  rather  not  give  the  names,  because 
he  might  have  to  mention  Mr.  W.  Smith  for  one. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamohi),  in  replying  upon  the  discussion,  said  Mr. 
Laws  was  appointed  Borough  Engineer  and  Town  Surveyor  by  the 
Council  in  December,  1881,  and  entered  on  his  duties  on  January 
2nd.  The  Finance  Oommittee,  on  January  5th,  without  any  rofer- 
enoe  whatever  to  Mr.  Laws,  and  without  any  application  on  his 
part,  nominated  him  to  the  important  post  of  Superintendent  of  the 
Corporation  property.  The  Town  Clerk  drew  the  attention  of  the 
Finance  Committee  to  the  fact  that  that  office  did  not  come  within 
the  scope  of  Mr.  Laws*  appointment,  as  the  advertisement  laid 
down  that  he  was  to  be  Borough  Engineer  and  Town  Surveyor,  and 
was  to  perform  any  duties  the  Coundl  or  the  committees  thought 
fit  to  impose  upon  him  within  those  two  offices.  He  (Aid. 
Hamond)  was  too  old  a  stager  to  care  for  letters  in  newspapers,  and 
they  would  not  deter  him  ^m  doing  what  he  thought  best  for  the 
public  interest  The  sub-committee  recommended  that  the  officer 
to  be  appointed  should  be  Borough  Engineer,  Town  Surveyor,  and 
Superintendent  of  the  Corporation  property.  The  sub-committee 
were  honest  and  truthful,  and  had  a  sincere  desire  that  the  scandal 
which  had  for  so  long  been  going  on  with  respect  to  the  Corpora- 
tion officers,  should  no  longer  continue.  The  Joint  Committee, 
however,  on  October  8,  1881,  ignored  the  recommendation  of  the 
sub-committee,  and  decided  that  they  would  not  have  the  duties  of 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Corporation  property  included ;  and  that 
the  officer  should  be  designated  only  Borough  Engineer  and  Town 
Surveyor;  and  the  Council  adopted  the  recommendation  of  the 
Joint  Coinmittee.  Could  anyone  doubt— except,  probably,  one  or 
two  gentlemen  whose  design  to  make  the  appointment  for  another 
person  had  ooced  out  a  little  to-day — that  the  intention  of  the 
CouncU  then  was  to  appoint  only  a  Borough  Engineer  and  Town  Sar- 
Yeyor  ?  It  was  well  and  wise  on  the  part  of  the  Town  Clerk  to  draw 
attention  to  the  &et  that  the  Corporation  were  without  a  Property 
Surveyor.  The  duties  of  the  offices  of  Borough  Engineer  and  Town 
Surveyor  were  so  intermixed  with  those  of  the  Superintendent  of 
property,  that  it  would  be  wise  not  to  have  them  in  independent 
hands ;  it  was  derirable  that  all  the  three  offices  should  be  held  by 
one  person.     Mr.  Laws  was  a  most  able,  straightforward,  and 
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independent  nuuQ  ;  he  had  got  the  whole  staff  of  ofioera,  not  only 
to  like  him,  bat  to  do  anything  he  asked  them  in  or  oat  of  hoars  ; 
and  he  had  accomplished  this  without  the  change  of  one  single 
single  officer.  That  was  worth  some  hundreds  a  year  ;  for  without 
order,  system,  regalarity,  and  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the 
nnderlings,  it  was  not  possible  for  an  officer  like  the  Borough 
Engineer  to  perform  his  duties  satisfactorily.  When  the  special 
committee  was  appointed  he  had  no  idea  of  the  by-play  in  October, 
1881,  and  the  little  manoeuvres  in  separating  the  offices,  so  that 
some  one  else  might  be  i^pointed.  When  the  committee  went 
through  the  reports  and  the  minutes  of  the  Finance  Committee, 
they  could  not  come  to  any  other  resolution  than  that  Mr.  Laws,  if 
he  was  to  retain  the  office  of  Superintendent  of  the  Corporation  pro- 
perty, must  be  paid  a  fair  and  proper  salary.  According  to  the 
amendment  the  Council  were  asked  simply  to  give  Mr.  Laws  £800 
a  year  now,  and  then  see  how  he  behaved  himself  this  year,  and  he 
could  afterwards  come,  hat  in  hand,  say  **  please  will  you  give  me 
something  more  if  I  behave  well )  **  Was  that  the  way  to  treat 
the  chief  officer  ?  If  the  report  were  adopted  Mr.  Laws  would  have 
£1,000  a  year  in  three  years  time ;  and  that  woald  be  £700  a  year 
less  than  was  paid  to  Messrs.  Fowler  and  Fulton.  Having  a  good, 
and  deserving  and  valuable  servant  he  hoped  the  Council  would 
show  they  knew  how  to  treat  him,  and  not  deal  with  him  in  a 
niggardly  and  narrow-minded  way. 

The  Council  divided  as  follows  upon  Mr.  Barkas*  amendment : — 
Fob  thv  Amendmxnt -.—Aldermen  Gregson  and  Scott;  GoaQciUon 
Dobson,  DiokiiiBon,  Garse,  Hepburn,  Calvert,  Andersen,  Stephens,  Hep- 
worth,  Holmes,  Henmll,  Cook,  Newton,  Bowden,  Sutton,  Stout,  Nelson, 
Joseph  B.  Ellis,  Furness,  Barkas,  Geo.  &.  Hedley,  J.  Barker  Ellis,  and 
Scholefield— 24. 

AaAiKRT  THB  AMENDMENT :— The  Mayor,  Sheriff;  Aldermen  Hedley, 
StepheDBon,  Angus,  Cowen,  Hamond,  Stewart,  Yonog,  Potter,  Milvain, 
Cail,  Wilson,  and  Ridley ;  Councillors  Gray,  Jackson,  Winter,  Toull,  W. 
Wilson,  Quin,  C.  S.  Smith,  Cutter,  W.  Smith,  Milling,  CuUey,  Sanderson, 
W.  Scott,  Bell,  Richardson,  Johnson,  and  Temple— 31. 

The  amendment  was  n^atived,  and  the  motion  for  the  adoption 
of  the  report  was  agreed  to  on  a  diow  of  hands. 

LOOAL  APPLICATIONS  TO  PABLtAMBHT. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  presented  the  following  report,  and  moved 
that  it  be  printed  and  circalated  among  the  members ;  and  gave 
notice  that  he  woald  move  its  confirmation  at  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Council : — 

The  Parliamentary  and  Bye-laws  Committee  have  to  report  to  the  Council 
that  they  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  Bill  in  Parliament,  pro- 
moted l^  the  North  Eastern  Railway  Company.  The  Company  propose  to 
take  power  in  the  Bill,  under  Clause  11,  to  stop  up  and  occupy  with  their 
works  the  whole  of  Bailiffgate,  the  Back  Row,  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
Postern,  and  a  portion  of  the  lower  part  of  Westgate  Road,  for  the  purpose 
of  increasing  their  railway  acoonunodation  on  the  east  of  the  Central 
Station ;  it  is  also  proposed  to  stop  up  and  ooouj^  with  the  works  of  the 
Oompany  portions  of  other  streets  m  the  City.    Tne  Bill  does  not  oontsin 
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any  proviBion  for  the  proteotlon  of  the  Corpomtion  or  the  public,  or  for  the 
aooommodation  of  the  pablio,  in  lien  of  the  streets  proposed  to  be  stopped 
np  sad  ooonpied  by  the  works  of  the  CompsBy,  and  the  oommittee  therefore 
reoommend  that  a  petition  a^^ainst  the  Bill  be  directed  to  be  sealed,  so  that 
the  interests  of  the  Corporation  may  be  protected.  The  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  a  determined  effort  shonld  be  made 
by  the  Ck>rporAtion  to  obtaiu  from  the  Company  some  concession  with 
regurd  to  the  tolls  levied  by  them  upon  the  Hi^  Level  Bridge  in  respect  of 
passengers  and  vehicles  passing  over  it ;  and  if  the  Conncil  confirm  tiiis 
report  it  is  proposed  that  a  deputation  from  this  committee  should  have  an 
interview  with  the  Directors  of  the  Company  upon  the  subject. 

The  committee  have  also  considered  the  provisions  of  the  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne  and  District  Sea  Water  Supply  Bill,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  Bill 
shonld  be  opposed  by  the  Corporation.  The  scheme,  wnich  is  an  extension 
of  that  prcposed  in  the  Corporation  Bill  last  year,  and  which  was  abandoned 
as  unremunerative,  appears  to  be  impracticable.  It  is  proposed  to  supply 
with  sea  water  25  places  in  addition  to  Newcastle,  3  of  which  are  on  the 
sontii  side  of  the  ly^^*  '^^  2  nearly  6  miles  beyond  Newcastle  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river,  with  a  capital  of  £133,000.  It  is  proposed  to  occupy  3 
acres  of  the  Town  Moor  with  a  reservoir,  and  to  break  up  the  streets,  with- 
out being  under  any  oblisation,  to  supply  sea  water ;  and  the  provisions  aie 
in  many  other  respects  oojectionable.  The  committee  therefore  reoommend 
the  Councfl  to  direct  a  petition  a|^nst  the  Bill  to  be  sealed,  and  that  the 
neeesoary  steps  be  taken  for  opposmg  the  measure. 

Cba8.  Fbbd.  Hamond,  Chairman. 

Dated  this  30th  day  of  January,  1883. 

The  Shxbiff  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

THB  MT7NI0IPAL  OOBPOBATIONS'  ACT,  1882. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  presented  the  following  report,  and  mored  that 
it  be  printed  and  circalated  among  the  members  ;  and  gave  notice 
that  he  would  move  its  confirmation  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Cooncil : — 

The  Parliamentary  and  Bye-laws  Committee  having  had  under  their  con- 
dderation  the  provisions  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act^  1882,  have  to 
make  the  following  recommendations  to  the  Council. 

1. — ^With  regard  to  the  fine  to  be  paid  by  persons  elected  to  corporate 
offices  who  do  not  accept  or  who  resign  the  same.  Under  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  a  fine  of  £50  in  the  case  of  the  Mayor,  and  £26  in  the  case  of  an 
Alderman,  Councillor,  Elective  Auditor,  or  Revising  Assessor,  is  required 
to  be  paid  on  non-acceptance  or  resignation  of  office,  unless  a  bye-iaw  is 
made  by  the  Council  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  fixing  fines  of 
different  amounts ;  and  the  committee,  considering  it  desirable  tlutt  gentle- 
men who  are  unwOliag  to  accept  or  hold  office  should  be  enabled  to  retire 
without  payment  of  the  fines  required  by  the  Act^  reoommend  the  Council 
to  make  a  bye-law  determining  that  the  fine  to  be  paid  by  any  qualified 
person  elected  to  a  corporate  office  who  shall  not  accept  the  office  as 
required  by  Sec.  34  of  the  Act,  or  who  shall  resign  such  office  under  the 
provisions  of  Sec.  .36  of  the  Act.  shall,  in  the  case  of  the  Mayor,  be  £10, 
and  in  the  case  of  an  Alderman,  Councillor,  or  Elective  Auditor,  £5. 

2. — With  regard  to  the  Conmiittees  of  the  ConnciL  The  committee  have 
to  reoommend  that  every  spending  oommittee  be  required  to  submit  to  the 
February  meeting  of  the  Council  in  each  year  an  estimate  of  their  proposed 
expenditure  for  the  then  ensuing  year,  and  to  report  to  each  quarterly 
meeting  of  the  Council  the  result  of  their  operations  and  the  amount  A 
their  expenditure  during  the  quarter  preceding  that  meeting,  and,  except 
in  cases  of  emergency,  not  to  execute  works  not  included  in  the  estimates 
without  the  previous  consent  of  the  Council. 
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8.— With  regard  to  the  office  and  duties  of  Treasurer  of  the  Oorporatioo. 
The  provisions  of  the  Act  with  regard  to  the  office  asd  duties  of  Treasurers 
of  Municipal  Corporations  has  drawn  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the 
position  of  that  officer  of  this  Corporation.    As  the  Council  are  aware,  Mr. 
John  Anthony  Woods,  of  the  fiim  of  Messrs.  Woods  and  Co.,  holds  the 
office  of  Treasurer  of  the  Corporation ;  although  from  his  position  the  duties 
performed  hy  him  are  littie  more  than  those  (3  banker,  while  nearly  all  the 
duties  of  the  office  of  Treasurer  are  discharged  by  Mr.  Pace,  under  the  titie 
of  Cashier.     The  oonmiittee  consider  it  desirable  that  the  office  of  Treasurer 
should  be  held  by  the  officer  who  performs  all  the  duties  pertaining  to  that 
office,  and  that  the  Corporation  should  have  a  banking  acooout  in  its  own 
name,  into  which  all  moneys  received  by  the  Treasurer  should  be  paid 
daily,  and  from  which  no  moneys  should  be  drawn   except  by  cheque 
signed  by  three  members  of  the  Council,  countersigned  by  the  Town  Clerk, 
and  initialled  by  the  Treasurer.    And  the  committee  nnanimously  recom- 
mend to  the  Council,  and  having  communicated  their  proposed  recommenda- 
tion to  the  Finance  CommittM,  that  committee  have  also  nnanimously 
agreed  to  recommend : — 
That  Menrs.  Woods  and  Co.  be  appointed  the  bankers  of  the  Corporation, 
with  whom  an  account  shall  be  opened  in  the  name  of  the  Corporation, 
and  to  which  the  balance  in  Mr.  Woods'  hands  shall  be  paid. 
That  Mr.  Pace  be  appointed  the  Treasurer  of  the  Corporation. 
That  the  Treasurer  pay  daily  into  the  bank  to  the  account  of  the  Corpora- 
tion all  moneys  received. 
And  that  all  pavments  out  of  the  banking  account  be  by  cheques  doned 
by  three  members  of  the  Council,  countersigned  by  tiie  Town  C&rk, 
and  initialled  by  the  Treasurer. 
4.— With  regard  to  the  Burgess  and  Non-Burgess  Courts  of  the  City,  the 
question  of  the  improvement  of  the  procedure  in  the  Burgess  and  Non- 
finrgess  Courts  by  the  application  to  tnose  courts  of  the  provisions  of  recent 
Acts  of  Parliament  has  been  for  some  time  under  the  consideration  of  the 
committee,  having  been  referred  to  them  by  the  Council  on  6th  August, 
1879,  when  the  attention  of  the  Council  was  drawn  to  the  matter  bv  a  letter 
from  the  Eecorder  to  the  Mayor  strongly  urging  that  action  should  be 
taken  in  the  matter,  and  by  a  memorial  m>m  the  members  of  the  bar  prac- 
tising at  the  Newcastle  Sessions  supporting  the  views  of  the  Keoorder. 

The  committee  have  had  before  them  information  as  to  the  beneficial 
results  of  the  improved  procedure  in  similiar  courts  in.  other  places ;  also 
the  following  resolution  of  the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne  Incorporated  Law  Society,  passed  on  3rd  January  last,  viz.: — 

"That  it  is  expedient  and  desirable  for  the  better,  more  speedy,  and 
eoonomical  administration  of  justice  that  the  provisions  of  the  Ccnnmon 
Law  Procedure  Act,  1854  and  1860,  and  of  Sec.  2  and  3,  and  the 
Schedule  of  the  Borough  and  Loc  '1  Courts  of  Record  Act,  187%  be 
applied  to  the  Bursess  and  Non-Burgess  Courts  of  this  City,  and  that 
equity  and  admiralty  jurisdiction  be  conferred  on  the  eoiuts  under 
Sec.  88  of  the  Judicature  Act,  1873,  and  the  enactments  relating  to 
appeals  from  county  courts,  applied  under  Sec.  16  of  the  Judicature 
Act,  1876.    And  that  upon  the  aforesaid  provisions  being  so  applied 
the  Recorder  should  be  recommended  to  make  rules  of  court  embcK^fing 
the  Judicature  Acts  and  the  rules  made  thereunder." 
The  committee  have  given  the  matter  careful  consideration,  and  are  of 
opinion  that  the  improvement  of  the  procedure  in  the  Burgess  and  Non- 
Burgess  Courts  proposed  by  the  Law  Society  is  very  neoessary  and  desirable 
and  ought  to  be  carried  out,  and  recommend  the  Council  to  direct  the 
necessary  steps  to  be  taken  for  that  purpose,  and  to  request  the  Recorder  to 
make  mles  under  Sec.  182  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act»  1882,  for 
regulating  the  procedure  and  practice  in  the  courts  embodying  tiie  Judica- 
ture Acts  and  the  rules  made  thereunder. 

Chas.  Fbed.  Hamohd,  Chaiimsn. 
Dated  this  30th  day  of  January,  1883. 
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Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlky  seconded  the  motioD. 
Agreed  ta 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlby  presented  the  following  report,  and  mored  that 
it  be  printed  and  circnlated  among  the  members : — 

The  Fiiuuioe  Gommittee  have  to  report  to  the  Conncil  that,  in  order  to 
OQinply  with  the  proviaiona  of  Seotion  140  of  the  Mimieipal  Corporations 
Act»  1883,  under  which  an  order  of  the  Connoil  is  neoessary  for  oertain 
paymenta  ont  of  the  Oity  Fund,  they  reoommend  the  GoimcU  to  order  that 
■Qoh  paymentB,  not  exceeding  the  rama  undermentioned,  as  may  be  con* 
aidered  requisite  and  ordered  to  be  made  by  the  yarious  committees  of  the 
Ckxincil  having  charge  of  the  matters  to  which  such  payments  relate,  be 
made  out  of  the  City  Fund  f<v  the  period  from  Ist  January  to  25tik  March, 
1883;  namely : — 
For  the  expenses  of  the  Town  Clerk  in  relation  to  municipal  electiona   £247 
For  the  expenses  of  providing,  furnishing,  maintaining,  or  improv- 
ing the  Corporatian  buildings,  including  the  Justices'  room,  and 

the  necessary  expenses  of  that  room         £364 

For  the  costs  and  expenses  payable  by  the  Corporation  in  respect 
of  the  prosecution,  maintenance,  conveyance,  transport^  or  pun- 

iahment  of  offenders £886 

For  expenses  charged  on  the  City  Fund  by  Act  of  Parliament,  or 

otherwiae  by  law       £6,078 

The  committee  have  also  had  under  consideration  the  question  of  the 
oflfioe  and  duties  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Corporation,  and  the  provisions  of 
the  Munidpsl  Act  in  relation  thereto.  As  the  Council  are  aware,  the  office 
of  Treaaunr  is  held  by  Mr.  John  Anthony  Woods,  of  the  firm  of  Messrs. 
Woods  and  Co.,  bankers,  but  the  duties  performed  by  Mr.  Woods  are  little 
more  than  those  of  banker  to  the  Corporation,  nearly  all  the  duties  of  the 
office  of  Treasurer  being  performed  by  Mr.  Pace,  under  the  title  of  Cashier. 
The  committee  consider  it  desirable  uat  the  office  of  Treasurer  should  be 
held  by  the  officer  who  performs  aU  the  duties  pertaining  to  that  office,  and 
that  the  Corporation  should  have  a  banking  account  in  its  own  name,  into 
which  all  moneys  received  by  the  Treasurer  should  be  paid  daily,  and  from 
which  no  moneys  should  be  drawn  except  by  cheque  signed  by  three  mem- 
bara  of  the  Council,  countersigned  by  the  Town  Clerk,  and  initialled  by  the 
Treasurer.  The  committee,  therefore,  uoanimously  recommend  to  the 
CouneU,  and  they  have  received  a  conununication  from  the  Parliamentary 
and  Bye-laws  Committee  that  they  also  unanimously  reoommend — 

That  Messrs.  Woods  and  Co.  be  appointed  the  bankers  of  the  Corpora- 
tion, with  whom  an  account  shall  be  opened  in  the  name  of  the  Cor- 
poration, and  to  which  the  balance  in  Mr.  Woods'  bands  shall  be  paid. 
That  Mr.  Pace  be  appointed  the  Treasurer  of  the  Corporation.  That  the 
Treaanrer  pay  dailv  into  the  bank  to  the  account  of  the  Corporation 
all  monevB  received. 
And  that  all  payments  out  of  the  banking  isocount  be  by  cheque  signed 
by  tiiree  members  of  the  Council,  countersigned  by  the  Town  Clerk, 
and  initialled  by  the  Treasurer. 

Thohas  Hbdlit,  Chairman. 
Dated  thia  Ist  day  of  February,  1883. 
Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  seconded  the  motion. 
Agreed  to. 

THB  PROPOBBD  NBW  FXVBB  HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLSOir  presented  the  following  report,  and  moved  that 
it  be  printed  and  circnlated  among  the  members : — 

The  Sanitary  Committee  have  to  report  to  the  Council  that,  in  conformity 
with  the  resolution  passed  at  their  last  meeting— of  which  the  following  is 
a  copy  :^ 
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'*Tlukt  the  Sanitary  Committee  be  re^ueated  to  take  into  conaideratioii 

and  Borvey  the  site  of  the  Hoinaital  at  Byker,  and  also  tlie  site  at 

Heaton,  part  of  the  estate  of  the  CwDoration,  as  snitaUe  plaoea  upon 

which  to  erect  a  new  Fever  Hoapital,  and  report  on  the  same  to  tliA 

Conndl/' 

ih^  have  held  a  survey,  and  given  the  sabjeot  their  careful  oonaideratioo. 

Between  the  ute  at  Heaton  and  that  at  Byker  your  committee  are  of 

opinion  that  the  one  at  Heaton  is  the  most  suitable  in  all  respects  for  the 

erection  of  the  proposed  Hospital.    It  lies  on  the  south  east  side  of  the 

Shields  Turopike,  and  is  now  occupied  as  ^larket  Oardens  (and  contains  an 

old  brickfielo)*  the  distance  from  tne  centre  of  the  City  to  the  site  being 

two  miles,  the  same  distance  as  the  site  recently  proposed  on  the  Town 

Moor,  and  about  half-a-mile  less  than  the  distance  to  the  Cowgate  site.    The 

Whittle  Dene  Water  ii  distant  about  150  yards  aod  with  fair  pressure ;  the 

gas  main  being  450  yards  distant.    The  drainage  is  not  diffiailt»  requiring 

about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  sewer  to  cany  it  into  the  drain  constructed 

some  time  a^  by  the  Corporation  and  Sir  W.  G.  Armstrong. 

This  site  is  the  property  of  the  Corporation,  and  comprises  a  large  area, 
10  acres  of  which  your  comoiittee  recommend  should  be  set  aside  for  the 
erection  of  the  proposed  Hospital  and  any  extension  that  may  hereafter  be 
required,  and  m  the  event  of  the  Council  agreeing  to  the  committee's 
recommendation,  they  have  to  ask  for  permission  to  get  the  requisite  plans 
and  estimates  of  cost  prepared  for  the  erection  of  the  Uospital  for 
submitting  to  the  CounoiL 

Tho9.  Wilson,  Chairman. 
Town  Hall,  Newoastle,  7th  February,  1888. 

Mr.  C.  S.  SiiiTH  aeoonded  the  motion. 
Agreed  to. 

8UNDAT  TRAFf  10  ON  TBAXWATa 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLBON  presented  the  following  report : — 

The  Town  Improvement  Committee  have  to  report  to  the  Council  that 
they  have  held  a  meeting  with  Mr.  Busby,  one  of  the  lessees  of  the  Tram- 
way's Compan;^,  relative  to  the  resolution  remitted  to  your  committee  by 
the  Coundt  vis.: — 

"  That  the  Tramway's  Conmiittee  be  desired  to  interview  the  lessees  of 
Tramways,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  what  amount  of  work  can 
be  disp«ased  with  on  the  Sabbath  Day." 
As  the  result  of  such  meeting,  a  communication  has  been  received  from  the 
joint  lessees  stating  that  the  Question  of  Sunday  working  of  the  tram  cars 
had  received  from  them  consiaerable  attention.  Thejr  hM  alreadv  curtailed 
the  hours  of  labour  considerably,  the  hours  of  running  on  Sundays  being 
from  12*30  p.m.  until  10  o'clock  p.m.;  but  if  the  Corporation  desire  a  totu 
dosini^  they  are  prepared  to  concede  the  whole  of  the  Sunday  throughout 
the  year  provided  a  reasonable  reduction  in  the  rent  is  allowed  by  the 
Corporation. 

Your  committee  await  the  further  instructions  of  the  Council. 

Thos.  Wilson,  Chairman. 

Town  Hall,  Newoastle,  Slst  January,  1883. 

APPOINTMBNT  OF  PAID  AUDITOBS. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  presented  the  following  report,  and  moved  that 
it  be  printed  and  circnlated  among  the  members : — 

The  Finance  Committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  provisions  of 
Section  100  of  the  NewcasUe-uinm-Tyne  Improvement  Act,  1882,  under 
which  the  Council  may  by  resolution  determine  that  all  the  aooounts  of  the 
Corporation  shall  be  audited  by  paid  auditors  appointed  by  the  Corporation, 
instead  of  by  auditors  elected  under  the  Municipal  Act.    As  the  efeotion  of 
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Auditon  under  the  Mimioipal  Aot  is  to  take  plaoe  on  iBt  Maroh,  unleeB  the 
Council,  with  the  approval  of  the  Looal  Goyemment  Board,  appoint  some 
ether  daT,  it  is  necessary  for  the  Coancil  to  decide  whether  the  provisions 
of  the  aboye-mentioned  Section  of  the  Improvement  Act  are  to  oe  carried 
out.  The  committee  would  point  ont  that  under  the  Improvement  Act 
payment  of  the  anditors  appointed  by  the  Corporation  is  provided,  which  is 
not  the  ease  with  auditors  elected  under  the  Municipal  Act.  The  committee 
oonsider  that  the  appointment  of  paid  auditors  woiud  enable  the  Council  to 
receive  the  services  of  gentlemen  who  would  discharge  the  duties  in  a  more 
effectual  manner  than  when  no  adequate  remuneration  is  given  for  the  con- 
siderable time  and  labour  that  must  be  given  to  such  duties.  And  your 
ocmimittee  recommend  the  Council  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  Section  109 
of  the  Improvement  Act»  of  1882,  by  determining  that  idl  the  accounts  of 
the  Corporation  shall  be  audited  by  paid  auditors  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Corporation,  and  not  bv  auditors  elected  in  manner  providea  by  Sections  26 
and  82  of  the  Municipal  Corporation  Act,  1882,  and  that  the  Council  appoint 
two  professional  accountants  to  be  the  auditors  of  the  accounts  of  the 
Corporation,  of  whom  Mr.  Frederick  Robertson  CkKldard,  of  the  firm  of 
Messsrs.  Monkhouse,  Goddard,  and  Co.,  who  has  hitherto  so  efficiently 
diflcharsed  the  duties  of  professional  auditor  to  the  Corporation,  should  be 
006^  subject  to  his  present  salary  and  duties,  and  another  professional 
aoooantant»  to  be  selected  by  the  Council,  at  a  salary  of  fitly  guineas, 
should  be  tiie  other.  Tbob.  Hbdlbt,  Chairman. 

Dated  this  1st  day  of  February,  188S. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamokb  seoonded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

THB  PUBLIC  LIBRABT« — BRAND'S  HISTORY  OF  HISTORY. 

Mr.  Nbwton  prasented  the  following  report  :^ 

The  PnUio  libraries  Committee  have  to  report  to  the  Council  that  they 
have  been  informed  that  Brand's  Manuscript  Notes  of  his  Historv  of  New- 
castle is  in  the  possession  of  the  Corix>ration,  and  they  have  passed  a  resolu- 
tion requesting  the  Council  to  give  your  committee  the  custody  of  these 
"notes,"  and  also  any  other  books  or  manuscripts  of  a  local  nature  which 
ttie  Coiporation  may  possess. 

This  request  your  committee  make  as  they  sre  most  anxious  to  have  their 
reference  ubraij  as  complete  as  possible  with  all  local  works,  and  they  trust 
that  the  Council  will  gnnt  them  such  a  valuable  addition  to  their  uielves 
as  tiie  above  *'  notes,"  and  anj  other  works  of  a  similar  nature. 

The  works  will  be  placed  m  the  reference  library,  and  the  greatest  care 
teken  for  their  safety  and  preservation. 

Hbnry  W.  Nbwtoit,  Chairman. 

Town  Hall,  Newcastle,  January,  1883. 

THB  OOBONBB'S  AOOOUNT. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlst  presented  the  Ooroner's  accoant  for  the  past 
quarter,  ttmoanting  to  £146  ITs,,  and  proposed  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Knanoe  Committee. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stipbbnbon  seconded  the  motioa 

Agreed  ta 

sbwbrino,  PAviiro,  and  FLAoaiiro. 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLSOH  moved  the  application  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Newca8tle*apon-Tyne  Improvement  Act,  1865,  relating  to  the  for- 
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motion  of  new  streeto,  to  the  streets  andermeationed  :  —  Thai 
such  streets  be  sewered,  paved,  and  flagged  with  the  materiala, 
according  to  the  manner  and  levels  specified  by  the  Town  Sarvejor 
in  his  estimate  of  the  costs  attending  the  several  works.  That 
snch  estimate  be  adopted  and  confirmed  by  the  (Council,  and  that 
the  requisite  notices  be  forthwith  given  to  the  respective  owners, 
as  required  by  the  Act: — 


H 


m  !i 


ik 


1% 


II 


i 


5-9 


The  Bhbbiff  seconded  the  motion. 
Agreed  to. 


THE  QAS  SUPPLY. 


Mr.  Aid.  Stephbksom  presented  the  following  report  :— 

Laboratory  and  Assay  Office,  75,  Side,  Newoastie-upon-l^e, 
drd  February,  1883. 
]>BAB  Sib,— I  have  the  hononr  of  sending  yon  the  results  of  my  ezam- 
ination  of  the  quality  of  the  sas  BUjpplied  to  this  horough  by  the  New- 
castle-upon-Tyne and  GateeheadGas  Company  : — 
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Date. 

inipermoaadlM. 

BolphnrlnlOO 
eabiofMofgw. 

Snlphnretted 
hydrogen. 

Jan.   10 

160 
16-3 
16*6   . 
16*0 

dlOgraiDa. 
6-86      „ 

6-32      „ 

Nil 

»9 

„    18 

26 

Feb.  I::;::::;: 

Sugg's  Na  1  Loodon  bnmer  and  tiie  Metropolitan  Gas  Bef erees'  mlphiir 
testing  apparatus  are  used  in  testing.  Aooording  to  Act  of  Parliament  the 
gas»  when  tested  with  this  apparatus,  should  not  be  of  less  illnminating 
power  than  16)  standard  sperm  candles,  nor  contain  more  than  20  grains 
of  solphnr  per  100  cubic  feet.  The  gas  should  also  be  quite  free  from 
m^huzetted  hydrogen. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yonzs  truly,  John  Patxirbov. 

To  Mr.  Aid.  Stenhenson,  Chairman  of  the  Gas  and  Water  Committee 
off  the  Newoastle-upon-'lV>M  ^^  Council. 

THB  WATBB  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  YoULL  presented  the  following  reports  : — 

Laboratory  and  Assay  Office,  76»  Side,  Newoastle-on-Tyne^ 
January  20th,  1888. 

I  beg  to  report  that  I  have  analysed  a  sample  of  tiie  water  supplied  to 
this  bcffough  by  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company,  taken  by 
me  from  a  tap  in  Dean  Street,  on  the  8th  instant,  and  that  I  find  it 
oontains  as  follows,  per  gallon : — 

TMalnUdmatktt  dried  St  IllofAh SO'«)Ocn. 

OhlotliM • • •• 0*971    M 

Phoqihodo  Mid • SUghttnot 

Hiferogm M nifentaa  <H)SSgn. 

Ammonia   • • • 0*001    „ 

AlhmniiMiid  ammonU • • 0*006    „ 

Oxjgfn  ftbMTbed  tmmedtotelj  at  80°  Fah 0K)06    „ 

"         1  abeorbed  in  ftmr  boon        do.  • 0-1S4    » 

•befdnbollin|c(Olwk«rtMal0) 17-0 1' 

■  After  bollinff  one  honr  (do.)  • frO    •. 

Jien  boated  to  100°  Vab None 

meroioopteel  examination 

This  sample,  as  well  as  three  others,  taken  on  the  same  day  from  taps  in 
Klswick  Bead,  Scotswood  Boad,  and  the  Quayside  were  fairly  free  from 
BDspeiided  matters.    In  other  respects  the  water  is  of  good  quahty. 

(Signed)    Johh  Pattxhbon. 
J.  O.  TouU,  Esq.,  Vice-chairman  of  the  Qbm  and  Water  Committee 
of  the  Kewoastle-upon-Tyno  City  Council. 


QUANTXTT  OF  WATIBB  IN  STOBB. 


Whittle  Dene  resenroirs 
Hallington  reserToir  ... 
Colt  Crag  reseryoir  . . . 
Utte^winbnrn 

Total 
February  1st,  1883, 


627,128,008  galls. 

686,604,202     „ 

744,933,726     „ 

84,400,496     „ 


1,992,073,181     M 
Qxo.  Smith,  Secretary. 
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OBATUITT  TO  A  POLICEMAN. 

Mr.  Aid.  BiDLST  presented  and  moTod  the  adoption  of  the 
following  report : — 

The  Watoh  Cktmmittee  have  to  recommend  to  the  Goanoil  that  a  retiring 
grataity  of  ten  poonds  be  paid  to  P.O.  Walter  Lamb.  This  officer  haa 
■erred  year  coiomittee  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner,  but  is  now  unfit  from 
infirmity  of  body  for  performing  the  duties  of  a  Police  Constable,  and  yoor 
committee  recommend  the  Council  to  sanction  the  payment  of  this  amoont 
out  of  the  Police  Superannuation  Fund. 

Thomas  Bidlit,  Chairman. 

Town  Hall,  Newcartle,  26th  January,  1883. 

Mr.  Aid.  Potter  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

The  meeting  now  oondaded. 
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COUNCIL     MEETING 


WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  U,  1882. 


A  MBBTiHo  of  the  Council  wm  held,  to-day,  in  the  Ooaneil  Chamber, 
Town  Hall,  the  Mayor  (Bir.  T.  G.  Gibson)  in  the  chair.  There 
were  also  present — Uie  Sheriff;  Aldermen  Ridley,  Gail,  Wilson, 
Stewart,  Plnmmer,  Hamond,  Scott,  Milvain,  Hedley,  Pollard^ 
Gr^^son,  Potter,  Angus,  Stephenson,  and  Tonng;  Conncillors 
Winter,  J.  Barker  Ellis,  Scholefield,  Hepworth,  Qain,  Tonll, 
Browne,  Owen,  Carse,  Dickinson,  Bowden,  Dobson,  Ritson,  Wm. 
Smith,  Jackson,  Stoat,  Nelson,  Andersen,  Calyert,  Bell,  Newton, 
Dixon,  Cotter,  Oliver,  Hedley,  Barkas,  Hepburn,  Wilson,  Hohnes, 
Richardson,  Ingledew,  C.  S.  Smith,  Stephens,  Johnson,  Famess, 
Joseph  B.  Ellis,  Sanderson,  Henzell,  Scott,  Gray,  Galley,  Sutton, 
and  Cook. 

OOUSOILLOB  BITBOV. 

The  Matob  said  he  was  sure  he  was  only  expreosing  the 
feelings  of  all  the  mpmbers  of  the  Council,  when  he  said  they  were 
glad  to  welcome  Mr.  Ritson  back  after  his  long  illness.     (Applause). 

SIB  W.  a  ABMSTBOHO'S  GIFT  TO  THB  OITT. 

The  Matob  said  it  had  occurred  to  him  that  it  would  be  very 
desirable  that  something  should  be  done  to  show  the  appreciation  of 
the  town  of  the  princely  munificence  of  Sir  W.  G.  Armstrong  in  the 
recent  gift  he  had  made  to  the  town  of  Jesmond  Dene.  He  pro- 
posed to  invite  a  few  gentlemen  to  join  with  him  and  form  a 
committee  to  consider  the  question  as  to  the  best  way  of  showing 
their  appreciation,  and  he  had  added  to  the  names  of  members  of  the 
Cooncil  names  of  a  few  gentlemoi  who  were  not  members  of  the 
Council,  and  he  would  be  happy  to  receive  the  names  of  any  other 
gentlemen.  The  names  he  had  put  down  were  the  Sheriff,  Aldermen 
Hedleyi  Wilson,  Stephenson,  and  Hamond ;  Councillors  Browne, 
Newton,  Ridiardson,  and  Stephens ;  and  Messrs.  G.  A.  Fenwick, 
J.  W.  Pease,  J.  A.  Woods,  J.  G.  Dickinson,  F.  B.  Fairley,  and  J. 
J.  Hunter.    (Applause.) 

THB  OITT  BNOIVBIB. 

The  TowB  Clbbk  read  the  following  letter  : — 
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dij  Bbgineer  and  Town  Surveyor's  OMocl 

l^SwD  Hall»  Newoastie-upoa-Tyiie,  Febnuxy  14tfa,  1888w 
Dmt  Mr.  Mayor, — ^Will  yon  kindly  coaveiy  to  the  GoanoQ  my  beat  thaaka 
for  the  addition — ^present  and  future— which  they  hare  made  to  my  aalary  ? 
I  thank  them  for  thia  marie  of  their  oonfidenoe  in  the  past,  and  trust  to 
merit  the  aame  in  the  future. 

I  am,  dear  Mr.  Mayor,  your  obedient  aonrant, 
The  Mayor  of  Newcastle.  W.  Oio.  Laws. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  IToull,  seoonded  by  Mr.  Qunr,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  letter  be  entered  upon  the  minntee. 

APPOIVTiaNT  or  HIAD  MASTER  OF  THB  GRAMKAB  SCHOOL. 

The  Mayor  said  the  next  bnsiness  was  the  election  of  n  Head 
Master  of  the  Royal  Grammar  School.  The  Schools  and  Oharities 
Committee,  in  their  report  [p.  Ill],  recommended  that  the  election 
be  made  from  8.  G.  Logan,  J.  Langfield  Ward,  Hev.  E.  Wilton 
Sonth,  Rev.  Thomas  Rnssell  Wright,  and  H.  W.  Welch.  The 
Town  Clerk  had  receired  letters  from  Messrs.  South  and  Welch 
withdrawing  their  applications.  The  Council  were  not  boand  by  the 
selection  made  by  the  committee  ;  and  before  proceeding  with  the 
election  he  wished  to  know  whether  any  member  had  any  other 
gentleman  to  propose,  and,  if  not,  the  election  would  be  made  from 
the  three  remaining  candidates. 

No  other  candidate  was  proposed,  and  the  Council  voted  as 
follows : — 

Fob  Mb.  Looan  :~Aldermen  Stephenson,  Angus,  Gail,  Scott,  Stewart, 
and  Milvain;  Councillors  Yooll,  Wilson,  OliTer,  W.  Smith,  Cnlley, 
Sanderson,  Carse,  Calvert,  Andersen,  Stephens,  Hepworth,  Joa.  B.  SSliSb 
DizoD,  Heniell,  Cook,  Richardson,  Newton,  Sutton,  Johnson,  Fumesa, 
Ritson,  Barkaa,  Scholefield,  J.  Barker  Ellis,  and  Hepburn— 31. 

For  Mb.  Wabd  :— The  Mayor,  Sheriff;  Aldermen  Hedley,  PoUard, 
Hamond,  Gregson,  Potter,  Young,  Plummer,  Wilson,  Ridley ;  Coundllors 
Dobson,  Jackson,  Dickinson,  C.  S.  Smith,  Owen,  Browne,  Cutter,  W.  Scott, 
Ingledew,  Bell,  Holmes,  Gray,  Bowden,  Stout,  Kelson,  and  G.  R.  Hedley 

Fob  Mb.  Wright  :— Councillor  Qnin— 1. 

The  Matob  announced  the  result  of  the  yoting,  and  said  Mr.  Logan 
was  elected. 

Mr.  Aid.  Angus  proposed,  **  That  Mr.  8.  C.  Logan  be  and  is 
hereby  appointed  head  master  of  the  Royal  Grammar  School  of 
Newcastle-npon-Tyne,  as  from  Easter  next,  to  bold  office  subject  to 
the  proTisions  of  the  existing  scheme,  so  long  as  snch  scheme 
remains  in  force,  and  to  the  provisions  of  the  proposed  new  scheme 
from  and  immediately  after  the  same  comes  into  operation ;  the 
salary  of  snch  bead  master,  so  long  as  the  existing  scheme 
remains  in  force,  being  fixed  at  the  snm  of  JS680  per  annnm; 
the  head  master  to  hare  the  nse  and  occupation  of  the  head 
master's  dwelling  house,  connected  with  the  school|  free  of 
rent  and  of  tenant's  rates  and  taxes,  but  to  be  liable  for  such 
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internal  repairs  of  snch  direlling  honse  as  are  nsaally  borne  by 
tenants." 

Mr.  Hbnzbll  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  Qbbgson  :  Do  I  understand  that  this  appointment  is  to 
be  for  as  long  as  the  scheme  is  in  existence,  and  withoat  reference 
to  the  conduct  of  the  master  7     That  is  foreign  to  the  scheme. 

Mr.  Aid.  Akous  :  Not  at  all. 

The  Matob:  Under  the  new  scheme  there  is  power  to  dismiss  at 
six  months  notice  absolutely ;  and  under  the  old  scheme  there  is 
power  to  dismiss  with  the  consent  of  the  Oharity  Commissioners. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

▲SSiaXMlNTB. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Ahgus,  seconded  by  Mr.  Aid. 
Stxphbhsoh,  it  was  resolved  to  seal  consents  to  the  assignments  of 
leasehold  premises  situate  at  Hunter's  Road,  Spital  Tongues,  part  of 
the  Magdalene  Hospital  £state. 

LBASJi  AT  WILUNQTON  QUAY. 

Bir.  Aid.  HiDLBT  moTed  the  sealing  of  a  lease  of  161}  square  yards 
of  ground  at  Philipaon  Street,  Willington  Quay,  to  Peter  William- 
son Thompson;  rent  £3  Ss.  2d.;  term,  75  years,  from  March  26, 
1883.  He  thought  the  rent  was  five  pence  a  yard,  which  was  a 
littJe  improTement 

Mr.  Aid.  Stipbbnson  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

LBA0I8  OF  COAL. 

Mr.  Aid.  HsDLKT  presented  the  following  report,  and  moved  that 
it  be  printed  and  circulated : — 

The  FtDaiioe  Cominittee  have  to  report  to  the  Council  that  they  have  had 
before  them  Applications  from  the  Ebwick  Goal  Company  and  Mr.  WilliAm 
Codurane  Chtfr  for  leases  of  the  Town  Moor  Goal 

After  giving  the  applications  their  careful  consideration,  it  was  deemed 
advisable  by  your  committee  to  call  in  the  services  of  a  properly  qualified 
Colliery  Viewer  for  his  opinions  and  advioe. 

Tour  committee  selected  Mr.  Anbone  Potter,  of  Cramlington,  who  has 
submitted  the  annexed  report^  and  they  recommend  that  Mr.  Potter's  pro- 
posala  be  accepted  by  the  Gonncil,  and  that  leases  be  sranted  to  the  Elswiok 
Coal  Company  of  350  acres  of  coal,  and  a  lease  to  WiUiam  Coohr<aie  Garr  of 
360  acres  in  the  tenns  of  Mr.  Potter's  letter. 

Febniary,  1883.  Thomas  Hsdlby,  Chairman. 


Cramlington  Honse^  Northumberland,  November  lOtb,  1882. 

TOWK  MOOn  KOTALTT. 

Dear  Sirs,— I  now  beg  to  forward  you  my  report,  aooompanied  with  a 
tracing  lowing  the  extent  of  the  above  royalty.    Ton  will  see  that  I  pro- 
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pose  th«t  the  Elswick  Go«l  Company  ahoold  have  let  to  them  No.  1  DUtriot; 
about  350  acres,  and  that  Mr.  W.  C.  Carr  should  have  the  No.  2  I>istriet» 
of  about  360  acres,  leaving  No.  3  District  unlet.  This  arrangement  can 
take  place  from  November,  when,  I  assame,  that  the  present  leasees, 
Messra.  Bowes  and  Co.,  are  done  with  the  rovalty  altoeetner.  As  to  the 
seams  of  ooal  unworked  ia  these  districts,  the  chief  ones  of  present  workable 
value  are  :— The  Low  Main  Seam,  the  Beaamont  Seam,  and  the  BrookweH 
Seam.  And  with  respect  to  the  Low  Main  Seam  :  This  was  worked  ezten* 
sively  by  Spital  Tongues  Colliery  to  the  westward  of  the  red  dotted  line. 
The  old  wo&incB  are  now  filled  with  water.  The  remaining  coal  has  been 
nartially  proved  l^  Messrs.  Bowes  and  Co.,  from  Gk>sforth  Royalty,  who 
have  driven  a  pair  of  drifts  (as  shown  on  plan  coloured  blue)  about 
700  yards  into  the  royalty,  and  have  fonnd  the  seam  of  the  following 
section  :— 

FT.    on. 

TopCoal      1      0 

Band 0      4 

Coal 2      0 


3      4J 


And  the  coal  of  inferior  quality ;  so  much  so^  that  five  years  acp  they 
abandoned  worki na  it.  Pronably  in  the  district  near  North  Elswiok  Colliery 
it  may  be  about  4  feet  thick. 

The  Beaumont  Seam  has  been  worked  at  North  BIswick  CoUiety  aboat 
SO  years  ago,  and  its  section  was  :  - 

FT.   ns. 

TopCoal        2      6 

Band 0      7 

Coal 0      7 


3      7 


Nearer  the  boundary  some  of  the  plaoes  were  only  2  ft.  1  in.  in  thickness, 
and  in  consequence  of  the  thinness  of  the  seam  the  Colliery  was  laid  in. 
In  the  South  Elswick  Colliery  now  being  worked,  this  seam  ia  variable  in 
thickness  and  costly  to  work,  its  thickness  varies  from  1  ft.  6  in.  to  2  ft.  5  in. 
of  Top  Coal,  whilst  the  under  section  of  7  or  8  inohes  is  generally  so  far 
below  that  it  is  never  worked.  At  Gosf orth  Colliery  this  seam  is  thin  and 
has  never  been  worked. 

The  Brockwell  Seam  is  now  being  worked  at  Elswick  Colliery,  and  its 
thickness  adjoining  the  Town  Moor  is  2  ft.  8  in.  of  clean  ooal,  whilst  at 
Cbsforth  it  was  3  ft  3  in.  thick,  and  full  of  bandi  and  unworkable.  The 
depth  of  the  North  Elswick  Pit  is  90  fathoms  to  the  Beaumont  Seam,  and 
it  will  require  to  be  sunk  40  fathoms  further  to  reach  the  Brockwell 
Seam.  Its  depth  at  Mr.  Carr's  Pit  will  be  about  100  fathoms.  From  the 
thinness  of  the  seams,  and  their  great  depth,  and  also  that  under  a  great 
portion  of  the  Town  Moor,  60  per  cent,  of  coal  will  roqmre  to  be  left  for  the 
support  of  buildings,  and  from  the  occurrence  of  a  Whin  Dyke  mnninff 
across  the  royalt^r,  which  U  not  only  expeosive  to  cut  through,  but  wifl 
cause  a  fresh  winning  of  the  coal  on  the  other  side ;  and  also  in  the  case  of 
the  No.  1  tract*  an  island  of  coal  belonging  other  parties  intervening, 
coupled  with  the  fact  that  heavy  ontstroke  rents  are  to  be  paid  before 
either  the  Elswick  Company  or  Mr.  Carr  can  vend  this  coal,  either  by  land- 
sale  or  shipment,  will  all  be  elemcits  in  depreciating  the  rent  value  o^  tiie 
Town  Moor  Coal. 

Another  contingency  which  may  be  mentioned,  is  the  laying  in  of  Gk>s- 
forth  and  Killingwortb  Collieries,  whijh  will  no  doubt  causeSperoolation  of 
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wmtor  from  ih«m  to  the  Town  Moor  District,  and  add  to  the  already  laige 
feeder  of  water  at  Elswiok. 

Under  the  whole  of  the  ciroiunstanoea,  probably  the  following  would  be 
the  maTimnm  rents  that  might  be  asked : — 

For  No.  1  Districb  of  350  acres,  to  be  let  to  the  Elswick  Coal  Company. 

1.  Term,  42  years  from  November,  1882. 

2.  Certain  rent,  £150  for  Ist  year,  and  £200  for  remaining  years  of  the 

term     To  be  made  up  of  workings  at  6d.  per  ton. 

3.  An  allowanoe  of  ^ttk  for  colliery  consumption  rent  free. 

4.  Oatstroke  rent  on  other  coal  Is.  4d.  per  ton. 

5b  Other  nsoal  conditions  to  be  approved  by  the  Corporation  Solicitor. 

For  No.  2  District  of  360  acres,  to  be  let  to  Mr.  Carr. 

1.  Tenn,  42  years  from  November,  1882. 

2.  Certain  rent  of  £150  for  first  year,  and  £200  for  remaining  years  of 

the  leasee    To  be  made  up  of  workings  at  5d.  per  ton. 

3.  An  allowanoe  of  tV^h  for  ooUiery  oonsomption  rent  free. 

4.  Oatstroke  rent  on  other  coal  Is.  4d.  per  tcm. 

5.  Other  osnal  conditions  to  be  approved  bv  Corporation  Solicitor. 

No  surface  operatioos  to  be  made  on  the  land  of  the  proposed 
demises. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  Messrs.  Bowes  and  Co.  have  not  been  able  to 
work  these  rosralties  although  their  tentale  rent  was  25s.  a  ten  of  50  tons 
for  itrand  cosl,  and  12s.  for  small  coal,  based  on  the  vend,  or  about  4d.  per 
ton.  I  sm  inclined  to  think  that  for  the  new  lettings  5d.  per  ton  would  be 
sufficient  under  the  uncertainties  of  the  thickness  of  the  coal  and  other 
unfavourable  prospects. 

I  remain,  yours  faithfully, 

W.  A.  Power. 
To  the  Members  of  the  Finance  Committee 
of  the  Newcastle  Corporation. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  seconded  the  motion.  He  said  the  coal 
proposed  to  be  leased  was  part  of  the  Leases  Goal  and  Nnn*s  Moor 
ooal.    The  Town  Moor  coal  was  not  in  question  at  all. 

Agreed  to. 

THE  MTOIOIPAL  OOEPORATIOBS  ACT,  1882.— FINES  FOB  NOT  AOOBPTING 

OFFIOE. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  the  next  subject  for  consideration  was  the 
report  of  the  Parliamentary  and  Bye-Laws  Committee  on  the 
Municipal  Corporations  Act,  1882,  [p.  127].  The  report  referred 
to  several  matters,  and  he  proposed  to  take  the  paragraphs 
seriAtim.  The  first  paragraph  related  to  the  fines  to  be  hereafter 
paid  by  any  mayor,  alderman,  councillor,  or  elective  auditor,  on 
nou-acoeptance  or  reugnation  of  office.  Under  the  Act  the  fine 
was  £50  in  the  case  of  a  mayor,  and  £25  in  the  case  of  the  others ; 
and  if  a  bye-law  was  not  made  those  fines  would  remain  in  full 
Ibroe;  and  the  committee  recommended  that  a  bye-law  be  made 
fixing  the  fine  at  £10  in  the  case  of  a  mayor,  and  £5  in  the  case  of 
an  aldermmn,  councillor,  or  elective  auditor.  He  moved  the  con* 
flrmation  of  the  first  dause  of  the  report. 
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Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  seconded  the  motion. 
Agreed  to  unanimously. 

THE  SPEKDINQ  COHMITTBES. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  the  second  paragraph  of  the  report  of  the 
Parliamentary  and  Bye- Laws  Committee  [p.  127]  intimately  con- 
cerned the  Oonncil,  in  regard  to  the  conduct  pursued  at  yarious  times 
as  representatives  of  the  ratepayers.  It  was  most  advisable  that, 
under  the  new  Act  of  Parliament,  there  should  be  a  defined  course 
as  to  committees ;  and  the  Coancil  could  not  take  exception  to  a 
single  word  in  the  recommendation  contained  in  paragraph  2  of  the 
report.  Each  committee  would  have  an  ample  allowance  allotted  to 
them  before  the  year's  expenditure  commenced,  and  that  would  be  a 
clog  upon  their  actions,  as  they  would  not  be  permitted  to  spend 
greater  sums  than  had  been  estimated, '  unless  they  came  to  the 
Gonncil  and  obtained  permission.  The  presentation  of  reports  at 
the  quarterly  meetings  would  giro  eyery  member  of  the  Council  an 
opportunity  of  learning  what  the  committees  were  doing,  and  how 
far  the  works  allotted  to  them  had  progressed.  He  moved  the  con- 
firmation of  paragraph  2. 

Air.  YouLL  seconded  the  motion.  He  said  the  practice  hitherto 
had  been  to  bring  forward  the  estimates  of  future  expenditure  and 
discuss  them  at  the  same  time  that  they  considered  the  accounts  for 
the  past  year ;  but  if  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted  the  estimates  of  expenditure  would  be  laid  before  the 
Council,  apart  from  the  annual  accounts,  and  members  would  bare 
the  opportunity  of  discussing  the  estimates  of  expenditure  prior  to 
any  part  of  the  money  being  expended.  This  would  have  the 
beneficial  effect  of  enabling  every  member  of  the  Council  to  become 
aware,  if  he  chose,  of  what  each  committee  proposed  to  do  in  the 
ensuing  year.  Every  new  matter  would  come  before  the  Council, 
so  that  gentlemen,  who  were  not  members  of  a  particular  cemmittee, 
would  be  able  to  get  information  of  what  each  committee  proposed 
to  do. 

Agreed  to  unanimously. 

THE  COBPORATIOK  TREASUREE  AKD  BANKEBS. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  moved  the  confirmation  of  paragraph  3  of  the 
Parliamentary  and  Bye-laws  Committees  report  [p.  128].  He  said 
that  this  recommendation  was  a  natural  sequence  of  the  adoption  of 
paragraph  2,  and  it  would  place  the  expenditure  in  such  a  position 
that  they  would  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  modus  operandi  that 
would  be  pursued.  This  recommendation  was  in  accordance  with 
the  Municipal  Acts  of  1835  and  1882. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlbt  seconded  the  motion. 
Agreed  to  unanimously. 
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THE  BUBOS88  AND  KOV-BUROftSS  COURTS. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamohd  moved  the  confirmation  of  partgraph  4  of  the 
report  of  the  Parliamentary  and  Bye- Laws  Committee  [p.  1281.  He 
said  that  this  matter  related  more  particularly  to  the  legal  profesBion, 
but  at  the  same  time  he  hoped  the  proposed  change  would  be  of  a 
beneficial  character  to  the  ratepayers  at  large.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  the  procedure  of  the  Burgess  and  J^on-Bargess  courts  might  be 
improTcd  with  great  bene^t  iMth  to  local  practitioners  and  to  the 
public  at  large  ;  in  those  courts  people  might  get  effective  justice, 
and  every  person  who  did  not  care  to  go  to  the  County  Court  would 
have  the  opportunity  of  going  to  these  old  courts.  Any  one 
who  felt  aggrieved  at  a  decision  in  the  Burgess  Court  would 
have  full  power,  as  in  the  County  Court,  of  appealing.  He 
moved  that  paragraph  4  of  the  report  be  adopted,  and  that 
the  Mayor  be  instructed  to  communicate  with  the  Recorder, 
and  to  put  the  recommendations  into  effect  as  speedily  as 
possible. 

Mr.  TouLL  seconded  the  motion.  He  said  that  this  was  not 
purely  a  legal  question  affecting  only  the  legal  profession ;  he  believed 
the  proposal  would  be  of  much  more  importance  to  the  commercial 
community  of  Newcastle  than  to  the  legal  profession. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gbrosoh  said  many  members  of  the  Council  would 
remember  that  the  late  Town  Clerk,  Mr.  Philipson,  bad  an  extreme 
antipathy  to  the  Burgess  and  Non-Burgess  Courts>  and  described 
them  as  useless  and  effete. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid  ELlmond,  seconded  by  Mr.  Toull,  the 
entire  report  of  the  Parliamentry  and  Bye-Laws  Committee  was 
confirmed. 

bbsionation  of  the  oorporatiok  trbasurir. 

The  Mayor  aaid  that  the  report  of  the  Parliamentary  and  Bye- 
Laws  Committee  having  been  adopted,  he  would  read  the  following 
letter  :— 

Bank,  Newoastle-npon-Tyne,  February  Stb,  1883. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor,— Bef erring  to  an  interview  between  yonraelf  end  lome 
memben  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Corporation  and  myself,  when  it 
wai  e^^latned  that  some  ohangee  were  oontempUted  whi^  could  not  be 
oonvemently  carried  ont  without  my  resignation  as  Treasurer,  and  not 
wishing  to  obstruct  in  anj  way  whatever  the  Corporation  decide  to  be  best^ 
I  hereby  tender  my  resignation,  although  I  individually  much  regret  the 
termination  of  my  official  connection  wiw  the  Corporation. 

I  am,  dear  Mr.  Mayor,  yours  faithfnlly^^ 

Jko.  a  woods. 

— He  moved  that  the  resignation  be  accepted,  and  that  the  letter  be 
entered  upon  the  minutes. 

Mr.  Aid.  HiDLiT  seconded  the  motion. 
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Aipreed  to  aiuaumoady. 

APPOINnaRT  OF  BAHKSIUk 

Mr.  Aid  Hamoitd  movad  ''That  Mesnu  Woods  and  Oa, 
Neweastle-apon-Tyne,  bankers,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed 
bankers  of  the  Corporation,  to  hold  office  daring  the  pleasure  of 
the  OonnciL*' 

Mr.  Aid.  SraPHimov  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to  nnanimonsly. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamohd  proposed  "  That  an  aoconnt  be  opened  with 
Messrs.  Woods  and  Co.,  in  the  name  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  to  which 
account  shall  be  paid  the  balance  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  John  Anthony 
Woods." 

Mr.  Aid.  Stiphbitbon  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to  unanimously. 

APPOINTMBBT  OF  TBBABUBBB. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamokd  proposed  *'  That  in  lieu  of  the  appointment 
now  held  by  him  under  the  Corporation,  Mr.  John  Jobson  Pace 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  Treasurer  of  the  city,  at  his  present 
salary,  to  hold  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Council,  and  to  pay 
daily  into  the  banking  account  of  the  Corporation  all  moneys  from 
time  to  time  received  by  him." 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbbson  said  he  supposed  it  was  meant  that  Mr. 
Pace  should  not  be  dismissed  summanly  without  some  cause. 

Mr.  Aid.  Havokd  :  He  holds  the  appointment  at  six  months 
notice. 

The  Matob:  The  Council  would  not  dismiss  him  without 
cause. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamokd  suggested  that  the  motion  be  to  the  effect  that 
Mr.  Pace  be  appointed  Treasurer,  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions 
as  he  held  his  present  appointment 

Mr.  TouLL  suggested  that  the  motion  read  that  Mr.  Pace  be 
appointed  Treasurer,  and  that  his  present  appointment  be  continued 
on  the  present  terms. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  It  most  be  Treasurer  and  nothing  else. 

The  Matob  :  The  form  of  the  resolation  has  been  carefully 
considered  by  the  Town  Clerk. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt:  Mr.  Pace  has  seen  the  resolution,  and  is 
satisfied  with  it  as  it  is. 

Agreed  to  unanimotisly. 
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THS  FINAHOIAL  ABBANaBMKKTS  OF  THB  OOBPORATION. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  moved  the  confirmation  of  the  report  of  the 
P^anoe  Committee  as  to  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  1882, 
[p.  129]. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbnsoh  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

THB  SOBTH  BASTBBN  RAILWAY  OOMPAHY's  APPUOATIOV  TO 
PARLIAMBHT. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamobtd  moved  the  confirmation  of  the  portion  of  the 
report  of  the  Parliamentary  and  Bye-laws  Comouttee,  relating 
to  the  Parliamentary  Bill  of  the  North  Eastern  Railway  Oompany 
[pi  126]. 

Mr.  Aid.  Young  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  TouLL  hoped  that  In  dealing  with  the  ^iorth  Eastern  Rail- 
way Company  at  the  present  time,  the  Council  would  do  nothing 
which  would  prevent  the  Company  carrying  out  the  very  large 
contemplated  improvements  in  the  city.  Whatever  they  had  to  say 
with  reference  to  the  toll  at  the  High  Level  Bridge,  he  hoped  the 
subject  would  be  approached  in  a  friendly  and  proper  spirit.  There 
was  an  impression  abroad  that  the  Council  had  something  to  do 
with  preventing  the  making  of  a  junction  between  the  Blyth  and 
T^ne  section  of  the  North  Eastern  Railway  and  the  main  line  at 
New  Bridge  Street ;  and  he  hoped,  that  in  dealing  with  the  present 
Mil,  the  Council  would  meet  the  Company  in  a  proper  and  liberal 
spirit  The  Company  were  going  to  spend  a  very  large  sum  of 
money  in  the  city. 

Mr.  JoSBPH  B.  Ellis  :  It  is  necessary  that  we  take  the 
proceedings  suggested  by  the  committee,  in  order  to  get  a  loeui 


Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  there  was  the  greatest  possible  good 
fSseling  shown  by  the  committee  towards  the  North  Eastern  Railway 
Company.  The  committee  knew  the  advantage  of  having  a  dis- 
graceful lot  of  property  removed  as  proposed  by  the  Railway  Com- 
pany. The  Company  proposed  to  take  away  three  or  four  streets, 
and  did  not  propose  to  give  a  street  in  lien  of  them,  and  it  was 
necessary  that  the  Council  should  protect  public  interests  so  far  as 
the  streets  were  concerned,  but  this  would  not  be  done  at  all  in 
antagonism  to  the  Railway  Company.  On  the  contrary  the  Council 
would  be  glad  to  help  the  Company,  knowing  that  the  Company,  in 
this  instance,  would  be  public  benefactors  to  a  certain  extent ;  but 
still  the  Council  must  protect  public  rights. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond,  seconded  by  Mr.  0«  8. 
Smith,  it  was   resolved  to  seal  a  petition  against    the    North 
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Eastern  Railwaj  OompaDy's   Bill,  as  raoommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamono  proposed  that  the  Goancil  authorise  the  Mayor, 
Aid.  Wilson,  Aid.  Hedley,  Aid.  Hamond,  and  the  Town  Clerk  to 
have  an  interview  with  the  directors  of  the  North  Eastern  Railway 
Company,  as  to  the  terms  and  conditions  apon  which  they  will  remoTO 
the  High  Level  Bridge  toll. 

Mr.  HoLicBS  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  CuLLBT  suggested  that  the  deputation  should  propose  to  the 
Railway  Company  to  make  a  station  at  Elswick. 

The  Mayor  :  It  is  impossible  to  put  fresh  work  into  the  bill  at 
the  present  time. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said  the  people  at  Gateshead  were  as  much 
interested  in  the  question  of  the  High  Level  Bridge  toll,  and  he 
suggested  that  a  joint  deputation  from  the  two  towns  wait  upon  the 
directors. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamokd  :  This  has  been  considered,  and  the  Mayor  is 
quite  alive  to  the  matter. 

Agreed  to. 

THB  8BA  WATSB  SUPPLY  OOMPAHY. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  moved  the  confirmation  of  the  portion  of  the 
report  of  the  Parliamentary  and  Bye-laws  Committee,  relating  to 
the  Parliamentary  Bill  of  the  Newcastle  and  district  Sea  Water 
Supply  Company  [p.  127].  He  said  that  the  proposal  of  this  Com- 
pany was  likely  to  inflict  a  serious  injury  upon  the  town,  without 
any  advantage  whatever  to  the  town.  The  Company,  without 
binding  themselves  to  supply  any  sea  water  at  all,  wbhed  to  take 
three  acres  of  the  Moor  at  the  most  important  and  prominent  part. 
It  was  desirable  to  preserve  the  Moor  intact.  Ilie  Corporation 
scheme  last  year  was  objected  to  by  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town 

Mr.  Holmes  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  Greoson  said  the  present  scheme  was  promoted  by  an 
independent  company,  and  he  did  not  see  that  the  Council  had  much 
to  do  with  it  It  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  town  if  the  old 
ponds  on  the  Moor  were  made  into  swiming  baths. 

Mr.  TouLL  hoped  very  little  money  would  be  spent  in  opposing 
this  scheme,  because  he  did  not  think  it  would  ever  be  carried  out 

Agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond,  seconded  by  Mr.  C.  S. 
Smith,  it  was  resolved  to  seal  a  petition  against  the  bill. 
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THE  OOBPOBATION  AOOOUNTS. — PAID  AUPITOBS. 

Mr.  Aid.  HsDLBT  moved  the  oonfirmation  of  the  report  of  the 
Finance  Committe  [p.  130],  recommending  the  Goancil  to  carry  oat 
the  provisions  of  section  109  of  the  Newcastle  Improvement  Act, 
1882,  with  regard  to  the  appointment  of  paid  auditors.  He  said 
it  was  necessarj  that  the  Goancil  shoaid  now  decide  whether  they 
were  willing  to  pay  an  auditor  or  auditors  to  discharge  the  duties 
which  had  hitherto  been  done  by  the  two  auditors  elected  by  the  rate- 
payers. The  frequent  complaints  made  in  the  Council  of  the  delay 
in  the  presentation  of  the  annual  financial  statement  were  entirely 
brought  about  by  the  long  time  the  elective  auditors  were  in  going 
through  the  books  of  the  Corporation.  The  elective  auditors  were 
entitled  to  luncheons  and  a  small  payment,  amounting  altogether  to 
to  about  £50  a  year ;  and  it  was  understood  that  for  £50  a  year 
the  services  of  a  good  accountant  could  be  obtained  to  perform  the 
duty.  It  was  not  necessary  that  the  second  auditor  should  go 
through  the  books  in  the  same  way  that  Mr.  GoddarJ  did,  but 
would  simply  have  to  do  the  duties  which  had  been  performed  by 
the  auditors  elected  by  the  ratepayers.  If  the  Council  objected 
to  appoint  another  paid  auditor,  then  the  ordinary  course  would 
have  to  be  taken,  and  the  ratepayers  would  elect  auditors  on 
March  1st. 

Mr.  YouLL :  What  is  Mr.  Goddard's  salary  7 

Mr.  Aid.  Stkphsnson  :  £150  a  year. 

Mr.  YouLL  :  Why  should  there  be  a  difference  in  the  salary  when 
the  auditors  will  have  the  same  duties  to  perform  ? 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  :  The  duties  are  different. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamokd  seconded  the  motion  for  the  oonfirmation  of 
the  report. 

Mr.  J08APH  £.  Ellis  moved  as  an  amendment,  "  That  the  elec- 
tion of  ratepayers'  auditors  shall  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  public 
as  before,  to  elect  in  a  public  meeting  of  ratepayers  ;  and  that  the 
recompense  of  the  auditor  or  auditors  so  elected  shall  not  exceed 
£5U ;  and  that  no  refreshments  shall  be  provided."  He  said  he 
moved  this  amendment  in  the  Finance  Committee,  and  eight 
voted  for  it  and  eight  against  it.  Not  one  reason  had  been  given 
by  Mr.  Aid.  Hedley  for  taking  the  election  of  auditors  out  of  the 
bands  of  the  ratepayers.  The  Council  had  already  one  professional 
accountant  engaged  to  audit  the  accounts,  at  a  salary  of  £150  a 
year;  and  it  would  be  preposterous  for  the  Council  to  engage 
another  professional  auditor.  The  elective  auditors,  being  trades- 
men, could  only  attend  to  audit  the  books  at  given  times  when  they 
could  get  the  books  out  of  the  hand^of  Mr.  Pace  and  Mr.  Goddard  ; 
and  the  Council  could  well  understand  the  great  difficulties  those 
gentlemen  had  to  contend  with .  Refreshments  were  supplied  to 
the  two  auditors  ;  and  it  had  been  suggested  that  the  money  paid 
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for  refreshments  wonld  be  sufficient  to  obtftin  the  senrioes  of  a  proper 
aocoantant  to  act  as  auditor.  His  amendment  covered  that  point, 
and  if  it  were  agreed  to,  the  ratepayers  conld  elect  a  proper 
aocoantant  instead  of  an  ordinary  tradesman  to  act  as  auditor.  He 
saw  no  reason  why  the  election  of  auditors  should  be  taken  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  ratepayers. 

Mr.  Dixov  seconded  the  amendment. 

The  Mayor  said  it  was  beyond  the  power  of  the  Council  to  accept 
such  an  amendment  The  Oouncil  might  either  continue  the  election 
of  auditors  as  hitherto,  or  agree  to  carry  out  the  power  giren  by  the 
Act  of  1882.  If  the  Conncil  adopted  the  power  given  by  that 
Act  they  were  not  bound  to  fill  up  the  appointment  that  day. 
He  read  the  109th  section  of  the  Newcastle  Improvement  Act, 
1882. 

Mr.  Joseph  fi.  Ellis  :  I  suppose  we  have  power  to  decide  that 
the  amount  paid  shall  not  exceed  a  certain  amount,  say  £50  a  year? 

The  Mayor  :   Yes. 

Mr.  JoeBPH  B.  Ellis  :  I  propose  that  we  allow  the  election  of 
auditors  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  ratepayers  as  beforSi  and 
that  the  amount  of  compensation  to  be  paid  to  them  shall  not 
exceed  £50. 

The  Mayor  :  lliis  is  a  negative  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  Barkas  said  that  for  several  years  past  the  ratepayers  had 
had  the  privilege  of  appointing  two  auditors  every  year  to  audit  the 
Corporation  accounts.  The  Newcastle  Improvement  Act,  passed  on 
August  10th,  1882,  gave  the  Council  the  power  of  appointing  the 
the  auditors ;  and  in  an  imperial  Act  passed  seTen  days  later,  the 
power  to  appoint  auditors  was  given,  not  to  the  Corporation,  but  to 
the  electors.  The  question  now  arose,  whether  it  was  desirable  to 
take  that  power  out  of  the  hands  of  the  electors  without  any  notice 
having  been  given  to  the  electors  of  that  intention,  or  whether  it 
was  not  desirable,  for  the  present  year  at  all  events,  to  refer  the 
matter  to  the  electors  in  the  ordinary  way,  and  during  the  course 
of  the  year,  give  the  electors  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their 
collective  opinion  as  to  the  best  cour&e  to  be  adopted  in  the  future. 
He  thought  the  Council  should  give  the  electors  an  opportunity  of 
being  consulted. 

Mr.  Nbwton  thought  it  was  quite  competent  for  the  Council  to 
express  an  opinion  on  this  subject,  and  he  moved  as  an  amendment 
'*  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council  it  is  inexpedient  to  interfere 
with  the  powers  at  present  enjoyed  by  the  ratepayers  in  respect  to 
the  election  of  auditors.'* 

The  Mayor  :  That  is  a  mere  negative. 

Mr.  Nbwton  said  the  ratepayers  were  entitled  to  have  a  voice  in 

'  this  matter.     It  might  be  that  the  audit  of  the  ratepayers*  auditors 

was  not  of  very  great  value  ;  but  still,  as  the  ratepayers  were  the 
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penoDS  who  sapplied  the  money  which  the  Corporation  expended, 
they  shonld  he  allowed  to  exercise  the  right  of  snperTising  its 
expenditara  He  had  no  lack  of  confidence  in  the  official  auditor  ; 
bat  there  was  too  great  a  tendency  in  these  times  to  run  into 
officialism  at  the  expense  of  the  public. 

Mr.  HoLMBs  said  it  would  be  within  the  recollection  cf  members 
of  the  Council  that  he  had  on  several  occasions  drawn  attention  to 
the  delay  in  the  issuing  of  the  annual  financial  report  of  the 
Ckirporation ;  and  the  answer  he  had  always  received  was  that  the 
delay  arose  largely  from  the  auditors,  and  the  slow  manner  in  which 
the  audit  was  performed  by  the  ratepayers*  auditors.  He  was 
aware  that  a  clause  was  inserted  in  the  Improvement  Act  of  last  year, 
with  the  object  of  obviating  the  delay  of  which  he  and  others  had 
complained ;  but  he  did  not  for  one  moment  imagine  that  that 
clause  would  take  the  turn  it  had  taken  in  the  report  of  the  Finance 
Committee.  Unless  the  committee  had  some  very  grave  doubt  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Goddard,  the  professional  auditor, 
appointed  by  the' Corporation,  performed  his  work,  he  (Mr.  Holmes) 
could  not  see  why  £50,  £100,  or  £150  a  year — ^for  that  was  what 
it  would  come  to,  he  beliered,  in  the  end — more  should  be  paid  to  a 
second  professional  auditor.  He  would  support  a  resolution  to  the 
effect  that  the  ratepayers  should  have  (he  appointment  of  a 
professional  auditor;  but  for  the  Council  to  take  tiie  appointment 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  ratepayers,  and  themselres  appoint  a  second 
paid  auditor,  would  be  an  expensive  farce.  He  could  not  vote 
tor  a  resolution  which  would  take  the  appointment  of  auditors 
entirely  out  of  the  hands  of  the  ratepayers. 

Mr.  TouLL  said  the  North  Eastern  Railway  Company  and  many 
other  large  companies  employed  two  paid  auditors  to  go  over  their 
accounts,  on  the  principle  that  two  heads  were  better  than  one. 
Matters  of  difficulty  frequently  arose  in  connection  with  accounts, 
and  it  was  then  niecessary  for  the  auditors  to  advice  each  other. 
Had  the  course  adopted  in  the  past  in  regard  to  the  auditing  of  the 
Corporation  accounts  been  successful  9  Were  the  accounts  now  in 
such  a  state  as  they  would  have  been  if  there  hai  been  professional 
accountants  to  audit  them  7  He  said  they  were  not.  The  bulk  of 
the  Imperial  Act  referred  to  by  Mr.  Barkas,  consisted  of  the  clauses 
contained  in  the  Municipal  Act  of  1835 ;  and  about  the  only  new 
thing  in  it  was  that  a  gentleman  who  was  not  a  member  of  the 
Council  might  be  elected  mayor.  There  had  been  complaints  from 
time  to  time  as  to  the  delay  in  the  publishing  of  the  accounts  of  the 
Corporation  ;  and  the  delay  in  the  auditing  had  sometimes  arisen 
because  some  of  the  elected  auditors  did  not  understand  the  work, 
and  spent  time  over  minute  details  not  worth  going  into,  whilst  the 
great  principle  on  which  the  accounts  should  be  kept  had  been 
misunderstood  by  them.  A  great  outcry  was  made  last  year  with 
regard  to  the  ratepayers  not  being  consulted  before  the  Council 
promoted  the  Improvement  Bill  in  Parliament ;  and  he  asserted 
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that  the  present  state  of  the  OorporatioD  aoooants  permitted  ihe 
Council  to  go  to  Parliament  without  consulting  the  ratepayers ;  but 
had  the  auditors  seen  that  the  accounts  were  kept  in  the  proper 
form,  the  Council  would  last  year  have  been  compelled  to  have  held 
a  meeting  of  the  ratepayers  in  regard  to  the  bill.  Where  there 
were  so  many  intricate  interests  concerned,  it  would  be  better  to 
appoint  a  gentleman  of  experience  to  act  as  auditor,  and  he  should 
be  a  professional  gentleman  of  good  standing.  He  could  not  under- 
stand why  there  should  be  a  difference  in  the  payment  to  the 
auditors.  Mr.  Goddard  was  to  be  continued  at  £150  a  year,  whilst 
the  other  auditor  was  to  receive  only  50  guineas  As  the  second 
auditor  would  be  appointed  to  perform  the  same  duties,  he  wag 
entitled  to  the  same  remuneration  as  Mr.  Goddard  received. 

Mr.  Richardson  :  Are  we  to  understand  that  the  new  Act 
abolishes  the  power  of  the  ratepayers  to  elect  the  auditors  1 

The  Mayor  :  No,  not  unless  the  Council  wish  to  do  so 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  that  by  the  resolutioni{  adopted  at  an 
earlier  stage  of  the  meeting,  the  Council  would  plaoe  the  financial 
system  upon  a  sounder  and  better  basis,  which  would  give  every 
poiible  security  to  the  ratepayera  He  had  been  very  much 
astonished  at  the  remarks  made  by  Mr.  Barkas,  who  evidendy  knew 
so  little  about  the  elective  auditors,  as  not  to  be  aware  that  it  was 
with  the  greatest  possible  diflScnIty  that  a  few  ratepayers  could  be 
got  together  to  record  their  votes.  He  did  not  know  any  election 
of  auditors  within  the  last  twelve  years  when  more  than  20  to  SO 
ratepayers  out  of  as  many  thousands  had  attended  the  election  and 
voted ;  yet  some  gentlemen  were  prepared  to  support  the  continuance 
of  such  a  farcial  proceeding.  Mr.  Joseph  Ellis  wished  the  election 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  ratepayers,  and  to  pay  the  elected  auditors 
not  more  than  £50.  But  there  was  nothing  in  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment warranting  the  paying  of  elective  auditors.  Mr.  Goddard  was 
appointed  professional  auditor  at  £100  a  year,  and  because  he  had 
been  a  good  and  valuable  servant  in  regard  to  auditing  the  accounts 
his  salary  has  been  increased  to  £150.  The  recommendation  of  the 
Finance  Committee  was  a  step  in  the  ri^ht  direction,  and  if  the 
Council  sanctioned  the  recommendation,  he  thought  it  would  be  wise 
on  the  part  of  the  Finance  Committee  to  select,  out  of  compliment 
to  the  ratepayers,  the  gentleman  who  had  been  one  of  the  elected 
auditors  in  the  last  two  or  three  years,  and  appoint  htm  the  first 
auditor  under  the  new  arrangement  at  £50  a  year.  Let  the 
Council  show  that  they  were  determined  to  have  the  finances  put 
under  a  straightforward  and  fair  system,  to  have  the  audits  made 
regularly,  and  to  have  the  accounts  issued  at  the  proper  time,  and 
he  would  guarantee  that  matters  would  proceed  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

Mr.  Hbnzbll  said  he  agreed  with  those  gentlemen  who  had 
spoken  against  the  adoption  of  the  report^  as  it  seemed  to  him  to  be 
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Utterly  annecessary  to  take  the  election  of  aaditon  oat  of  the  hands 
of  the  ratepayers,  who  had  hitherto  been  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
auditors.  One  professional  auditor  had  already  been  appointed  by 
the  Corporation,  and  he  could  not  understand  why  the  Corporation 
should  appoint  another  auditor. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  said  the  Finance  Committee  were  desirous  that 
the  accounts  should  be  issued  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  The 
ratepayers  had  taken  very  little  interest  in  the  election  of  auditors, 
seldom  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  ratepayers  attending  the  election. 
It  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  Corporation  if  the  report  was 
confirmed. 

The  Council  voted  as  follows  :— 

Fob  ths  Cobfibmation  ot  ths  Bkpobt:— The  Mayor,  the  Sheriff; 
Aldermen  Hedley,  Stephenson,  AogoB,  Potter,  Hamood,  Yoong,  and 
Wilson ;  ConDcillors  Dobson,  Winter,  YouU,  W.  Wilson,  G.  S.  Smith, 
Owen,  Browne,  Cutter,  Oliver,  W.  Smith,  Galley,  W.  Scott,  Ingledew,  and 
G.  R.  fledley— 23. 

AflAiNST  THS  RsPOBT :— Aldermen  Qreffson,  Stewart,  Ifilvain,  and 
Ridley;  Connoillors  Jackson,  Qain,  Sanderson,  Garse,  BeU,  Galvert, 
Andersen,  Hepworth,  Joseph  B.  Ellis,  Dixon,  Holmes,  Hensell,  Richardson, 
Newton,  Sutton,  Stout,  Fumess,  Barkas,  Soholefield,  J.  Barker  EUis,  and 
Hepburn — 26. 

The  motion  for  the  confirmation  was,  therefore,  negatived. 

THB  PBOPOSED  NBW  FBVBB  HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Smith  proposed  the  confirmation  of  the  report  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee,  relative  to  the  proposed  new  Fever  Hospital, 
[p.  129].  He  said  the  committee  had  surveyed  the  sites,  and 
considered  the  subject,  and  had  selected  the  Heaton  site,  on  the 
south  side  of  North  Shields  Road.  The  committee  recommended 
that  a  site  of  ten  acres  should  be  taken,  and  that  would  secure  space 
sufS^cient  to  enable  the  hospital  being  built  at  a  considerable  distance 
from  any  houses  which  might  be  erected  in  the  neighbourhood 
The  committee  thought  there  were  many  disadvantages  connected 
with  the  site  of  the  old  hospital  at  Byker  Hill ;  it  was  exposed  to 
the  bitter  blasts  from  the  south-east,  and  it  was  in  close  proximity 
to  a  church  and  a  school.  The  Council  were  asked  not  to 
build  a  new  hospital  at  Bath  Lane,  chiefly  because  Mr. 
Rutherford's  schools  were  there;  and  the  same  ground 
of  objection  would  be  raised  at  Byker  Hill,  as  there  were  schools 
and  a  church  there.  Some  doubts  had  been  raised  as  to  the  wisdom 
of  having  a  hospital  for  small-pox  patients  in  proximity  to  a  fever 
hospital,  and  this  question  was  at  the  present  time  engaging  the 
attention  of  medical  men  ;  but  he  believed  it  would  be  found  that 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  erecting  both  small-pox  and  fever 
hospitals  on  the  Heaton  site.  If  both  hospitals  were  erected  on  the 
ground,  all  the  officers  would  be  concentrated  there,  and  thereby 
very  naturally  lessen  the  annual  expense  to  the  town.  This  was  a 
pressing  matter,  and  he  hoped  the  Council  would  come  to  a  decision 
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to-day.  Feyer  and  smaii-pox  were  l>ad  stiii  in  the  town,  and  the 
aooommodation  for  patients  was  rery  insoffioient  The  Medical 
Officer  was  almost  worked  off  his  l^g^  and  was  qnite  knocked  op, 
as  the  places  he  had  to  risit  were  so  fkr  apart. 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLSOK  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  RiCHABDSON  said  he  was  sorry  to  he  again  compelled  to 
oppose  the  report  He  was  a  member  of  the  Sanitary  Committee, 
and  was  as  anzions  as  any  member  to  hare  the  subject  settled ;  and 
he  hoped  it  wonld  be  setUed  to-day.  The  qaestion  had  narrowed 
down  to  the  one  issue,  whether  the  Oonndl  select  the  Byker  Hill 
site  or  the  Heaton  site;  and  he  was  prepared  still  to  argue  in 
faronr  of  Byker  Hill  eite.  In  regard  to  the  qaestion  of  cost  there 
was  rery  little  difference  between  the  two  sites.  It  was  estimated 
that  ten  acres  on  the  Heaton  site  would  cost  about  £6,000.  He 
did  not  admit  that  such  an  eztensiye  area  was  required;  but, 
adopting  the  view  of  the  committee  that  ten  acres  were  necessary, 
he  had  authority  for  stating  that  seren  acres  and  a  half  of  land 
could  be  got  at  Byker  Hill,  at  a  cost  of  £700  an  acre;  he  had 
that  offer  in  his  hand  at  present;  and  that  represented  £5,250; 
and  the  two  acres  and  a  half,  with  the  hall  upon  it,  cost  £950 ; 
making  a  total  cost  for  the  Byker  Hill  site  of  £6,200.  The  price 
of  the  seren  acres  and  a  half,  included  a  farm  house  and  cottages 
upon  the  land.  The  cost  of  the  two  sites  really  were  about  equal. 
Roads  were  already  made  to  the  Byker  Hill  site;  whilst  roads 
would  haye  to  be  constructed  at  the  Heaton  site.  Perhaps  the 
most  important  question  to  be  considered  in  relation  to  the  Heaton 
site  was  the  disposal  of  the  sewaga  The  sewage  would  haye  to  be 
carried  into  the  sewage  system  of  Walker  township;  and  he 
questioned  whether  it  was  &ir  for  this  municipality  to  wish  to  get 
rid  of  sewage  of  a  feyer  hospital  through  the  sewers  of  the  Walker 
Local  Board.  There  was  almost  certain  to  be  opposition  froin 
the  Board ;  and,  after  the  difficulties  the  Council  had  had  to 
contend  with,  they  should  not  wilfully  seek  to  raise  up  fresh 
opposition.  Another  objection  to  the  erection  of  a  feyer  hospital  at 
Heaton  was  that  it  would  depreciate  the  yalue  of  the  adjoining 
land.  The  Council  had  ordered  the  construction  of  a  yery  ezpensiye 
road  to  the  Walker  estate,  for  the  purpose  of  deyeloping  and 
increasing  the  yalue  of  their  property  thero,  and  now  the  committee 
proposed  to  erect  an  hospital  almost  in  the  centro  of  the  land,  and 
it  was  bound  to  depreciate  the  yalue  of  the  adjoining  land  to  the 
extent  of  50  per  cent.  The  agricultural  yalue  of  tiie  land  was 
almost  nil  at  the  present  time,  and  the  land  could  only  be  brought 
into  the  market  for  building  purposes,  but  if  an  hospital  wero 
erected,  the  immediately  adjoining  land  would  practically  become 
valueless ;  and  he  held  that  the  Council,  as  the  custodians  and  trustees 
of  that  property  on  behalf  of  the  town,  should  be  the  last  persons 
to  depreciate  its  yslue.  None  of  these  disadyantages  applied  to  the 
Byker  Hill  site;   and  he  had   neyer  been  able  to  fathom  that 
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oppositioo  which  oertaiii  members  of  the  oommiUee,  inoluding  the 
ohainnan  and  Tice-chairman,  had  to  the  site,  anleas  it  was  mere 
prejadioe  to  the  site  itself.  The  Goancil  has  been  told  that  the 
Byker  Hill  site  was  too  exposed,  and  especially  to  the  bitter  blasts 
from  the  sonth-east.  He  thought  there  wonld  be  warmish  blasts 
from  the  south-east  and  sosth.  They  were  also  told  that  the  alkali 
fnmes  would  be  felt  at  Byker  Hill,  bat  the  Goancil  had  it  on  the 
highest  medical  aathorities  in  the  town  that  alkali  fames  were  not 
injurious  in  couneotion  with  such  an  hospital.  The  Heaton  site  was 
within  half  a  mile  of  the  Byker  Hill  site.  The  old  hospital  at  Byker 
Hill  was  prized  as  a  convalescent  hospital,  and  if  it  was  a  good 
hospital  for  convalescents  the  site  could  not  be  bad  for  an  hospital 
for  patients  suffering  from  the  primary  state  of  the  disease.  He  did 
not  think  the  erection  of  an  hospital  was  likely  to  do  much  damage 
to  the  church,  and  as  to  the  schools  they  had  been  there  all  along, 
whilst  the  present  hospital  had  been  used  for  convalescents.  Every- 
body knew  that  there  was  more  danger  of  infection  when  fever 
patients  were  almost  convalescent  than  when  suffering  from  the 
primary  state  of  the  disease ;  and  if  the  opponents  to  the  Byker  Hill 
site  wished  to  be  consistent  they  should  remove  the  convalescent 
hospital,  so  that  it  could  not  be  injurious  to  the  school.  There 
was  an  independent  drain  from  the  Byker  Hill  site  direct  to 
the  river,  and  in  that  the  Byker  Hill  site  had  an  immeasure- 
able  advantage  over  the  Heaton  site.  He  proposed  the  following 
amendment : — *'  That  the  Sanitary  Committee  be  instructed  to 
aquire  land,  not  exceeding  seven  acres  and  a  half,  adjoining 
the  old  hospital  at  Byker  for  the  purpose  of  the  new  fever 
hospital." 

Mr.  Hbk2bll  seconded  the  amendment 

Mr.  0.  S.  Smith  said  there  was  not  an  independent  drain  from 
Byker  Hill  site  to  the  river. 

Mr.  Rioh4Rdson:  We  were  told  at  the  meeting  of  the  committee 
that  we  had  an  independent  drain. 

Mr.  Oarsb  said  the  committee,  by  a  very  large  majority,  agreed 
to  recommend  the  Heaton  site,  after  having  visited  both  sites. 
According  to  the  Borough  Engineer,  the  present  agricultural  value 
of  the  ten  acres  at  Heaton  was  £200  an  acre,  or  £2,000  for  the 
site ;  and  the  value  as  building  sites  would  be  £10,050  ten  years 
hence.  The  Heaton  site  was  pretty  level,  whilst  the  Byker  Hill 
site  was  broken  up,  and  would  require  a  considerable  amount  of 
labour  to  make  it  level.  The  Borough  Engineer  put  the  present 
value  of  the  Byker  Hill  site  at  £3,000  ;  and  Mr.  Richardson  had 
left  that  out  of  his  calculation  altogether,  the  Heaton  site  was  the 
cheapest,  and  he  thought  the  advantages  obtained  were  in  favour  of 
that  site,  which  practically  abutted  upon  two  roads,  and  the  road 
leading  to  the  town  was  a  good  road.  The  road  to  the  hospital  at 
Byker  Hill  was  the  worst  anybody  could  conceive,  and  a  large 
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anioant  of  expenditare  would  be  required  to  make  it  fit  for  patients 
to  be  carried  along  it  There  had  been  a  great  deal  of  misinforma- 
tion and  misunderstanding  with  regard  to  the  sewage  which  would 
come  from  the  hospital.  Some  people  imagined  that  the  sewage 
from  an  hospital  must  necessarilj  be  worse  than  the  sewage  from 
anywhere  else.  The  sewage  from  the  hospital  would  be  deodorized; 
that  had  been  done  at  other  places  ;  and  tiie  sewage  would  have  no 
injurious  effect  unless  a  lodgement  occurred  in  the  sewer.  There 
would  be  a  large  space  of  ground  around  the  hospital,  and  if  the 
land  was  planted  with  trees  and  shrubs,  they  would  probably  find 
that  the  adjoining  land  would  considerably  increase  in  ralae ;  and 
the  committee  recommended  that  the  site  should  be  ten  acres  in 
extent,  in  order  that  the  hospital  might  be  isolated.  If  a  small-pox 
hospital  also  was  erected  upon  the  site,  one  administratiye  depart- 
ment would  serye  both  tibe  hospitals,  and  that  would  result  in  a 
great  earing  in  the  annual  expenditure.  With  respect  to  the  fumes 
from  the  alkali  works,  would  any  medical  man,  or  any  one  tell  him 
that,  in  common  sense,  those  fumes  would  be  advantageous  to  the 
health  of  any  person  ?  The  thing  was  absurd.  Fresh  air  and  not 
alkali  fumes  was  required.  If  they  could  hare  the  alkali  fumes  at 
the  times  they  were  wanted,  perhaps  they  might  be  made  useful ; 
but,  unfortunately,  the  fumes  came  when  not  wanted,  and  were 
injurious. 

Mr.  Beowkb  said  that  in  the  memorial,  signed  by  31  medical 
men,  it  was  stated  that  "  whilst  recognising  the  importance  of  pure 
air  for  the  whole  town,  the  presence  of  sulphurons  acid  gas  may,  in 
the  opinion  of  your  memorialists,  be  practically  left*out  of  considera- 
tion in  fixing  a  site,  such  fumes  being  rather  disinfectant  than 
otherwise."  It  was  possible,  he  said,  that  anything  slightly 
disinfectant  might  make  them  less  likely  to  catch  the  fbrer  from 
other  people ;  but  the  first  thing  to  be  considered  were  the  patients 
in  the  hospital.  The  patients  were  generally  the  poorest  class  of 
the  community,  least  able  to  take  care  of  themselves ;  and  they 
should  not  be  put  in  the  most  poisonous  air.  The  Council  must 
do  what  was  right  for  poor  people;  and  he  did  not  think  the 
ratepayers  would,  for  the  sake  of  saving  a  few  pounds,  wish  those 
people  to  run  a  greater  risk  of  life. 

Mr.  DizoN  said  the  Borough  Engineer  and  the  Medical  Officer 
were  of  opinion  that  the  Heaton  site  was  the  best;  and  their  opinion 
ought  to  have  weight  with  the  Council.  The  chairman  and  vice- 
chairman,  and  nine  members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee,  were  in 
favour  of  Heaton  site,  whilst  four  were  against  it.  In  regard  to 
cost,  he  thought  the  Ueaton  site  was  much  cheaper  than  the  Byker 
Hill  site.  The  Heaton  ground  belonged  to  the  Corporation,  whilst 
they  would  have  to  pay  hard  cash  for  the  land  at  Byker.  Tlie 
Byker  site  would  catch  the  south- east  blast,  and  that  was  the 
keenest,  most  cutting,  and  most  injurious ;  whilst  the  Heaton  site 
would  catch  the  south  west  breeze^  which  was  more  beneficial     Tlie 
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Heafton  site  was  far  away  from  dwellings ;  and  the  Byker  was  near 
dwellings.  Some  months  ago,  when  it  was  whispered  that  there 
was  some  thonght  of  a  hospital  being  ereeted  at  Bjker,  letters  of 
remonstranoe,  and,  he  beliered,  legal  notices,  were  sent  to  the  Town 
Olerk,  showing  that  thepe  wonld  1^  strong  opposition  to  the  Byker 
site. 

Mr.  Aid.  Grroson  said  he  had  heard  a  great  deal  of  nonsense 
talked  npon  this  subject.  The  Conncil  had  been  told  that  the  fhmes 
from  the  alkali  works  were  prejudicial  to  health,  but  he  wonld 
remind  the  Conncil  that  not  many  years  ago  a  medical  man  received 
£15,000  from  Parliament  for  discoyering  one  of  the  gases  com- 
plained of.  However  prejadioial  chlorine  snlphurons  acid  was  to 
vegetable  life  it  was  not  prejudicial  to  hnman  life.  He  visited  one 
of  the  alkali  works  on  the  Tyne,  and  the  men  and  women  employed 
there  seemed  to  be  enjoying  the  most  robust  health.  It  was  simply 
absurd  to  say  that  ten  acres  of  land  were  needed  for  the  hospital. 
The  hospital  at  Bath  Lane,  in  which  there  had  been  50  patients, 
was  surrounded  by  houses  and  schools,  and  he  was  not  aware  of  any 
cases  of  infection  being  traced  to  it.  The  present  building  at  Byker, 
with  two  acres  and  a  half  of  land,  was  sufficient  for  a  fever  hospital. 
If  they  wanted  to  become  amateur  farmers,  and  could  put  the 
patients  to  agricultural  work,  the  same  as  was  done  with  paupers, 
he  could  have  seen  the  sense  of  securing  a  large  site.  Some  wise 
men  had  put  upon  the  Moor  a  small-pox  hospital,  at  an  expense  of 
£8,000,  and  £700  for  a  drain  ;  and  what  was  to  become  of  that 
hospital  1  Was  this  another  sanitary  experiment  7  If  the  Byker 
Hill  site  was  suitable  for  a  hospital  for  convalescents  it  was  equally 
fit  to  be  a  site  for  hospitals  for  fever  or  small-pox  patients. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Ellis  said  that  only  two  years  ago  the  Medical 
Offioer  recommended  the  Bath  Lane  grouiid  as  a  site  for  a  new 
hospital.  The  site  occupied  by  the  present  hospital  at  Bath  Lane 
was  small  in  extent,  and  yet  a  laige  portion  of  the  ground  had  for  a 
great  number  of  years  been  let  as  a  bowling  green,  and  Mr.  Dixon 
and  other  members  of  the  Committee  had  never  thonght  it  necessary 
that  all  the  land  should  be  utilised  for  hospital  purposes.  The  vice- 
chairman  of  the  committee  ought  to  have  known  that  the  statement, 
that  the  Medical  Offioer  was  worked  off  his  legs  by  the  long  distances 
he  had  to  go,  was  not  in  accordance  with  fact,  because  he  knew  there 
had  been  £100  expended  in  purchasing  a  conveyance,  horse,  and  har- 
ness for  the  use  of  the  Medical  Officer  in  driving  backward  and  forward 
to  the  hospitals,  and,  therefore,  he  could  not  be  worked  off  his  feet 
Some  years  ago  Mr  Temple  offered  to  lease  from  the  Corporation  this 
land  at  Heaton,  at  a  price  which  was  equal  to  £600  an  acre.  The 
Borough  Engineer  valued  the  land  at  about  £800  an  acre  ten  years 
hence,  and  if  the  Corporation  took  ten  acres  for  the  hospital,  the  value 
of  the  ten  acres  would  be  £8,000.  Mr.  Carse  forgot  to  tell  the 
Council  that  the  two  acres  of  land  and  the  house  at  Byker  Hill  were 
purchased  by  the  Corporation  for  £950.     He  did  not  agree  with 
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the  saggestion  that  ten  acrea  of  land  were  required  for  a  fever 
hospital.  The  first  point  which  should  be  dedded  was  what  they 
were  going  to  do  with  the  small-pox  hospital.  He  was  glad  that 
Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  and  Mr.  C.  S.  Smith  were  anzions  to  protect  the 
oharch  and  schools  at  Byker ;  but  onlj  tw^  years  ago  they  were  ia 
faroar  of  extending  the  hospital  at  Bath  Lane,  to  within  35  feet  of 
the  largest  school  in  the  town.  If  Mr.  Richardson's  amendment  he 
adopted,  the  hospital  oonld  be  built  at  the  furthest  point  from  the 
church  and  schools.  If  a  hospital  was  built  on  the  Heaton  site 
there  would  have  to  be  tanks  provided  for  flushing  the  sewers;  and, 
if  there  was  no  danger  from  the  sewage,  why  should  tanks  be 
provided  for  flushing  Uie  sewers  ? 

Mr.  WiHTBR :  The  providing  of  tanks  for  flushing  applies  to  both 
the  sites. 

Air.  JosspH  R  £llis:  He  knew  the  Walker  Local  Board  would 
raise  opposition  to  a  hospital  being  erected  on  the  Heaton  site, 
unless  the  Council  were  prepared  to  guarantee  the  Board  the  use  of 
a  ward  for  the  treatment  of  patients  from  Walker.  With  respect 
to  drainage,  the  committee  were  told  that  a  drain  had  been  laid  from 
Byker  Hill  down  to  the  river. 

Mr.  HoLMBS  said  he  had  hitherto  voted  on  this  question  against 
the  committee,  and  in  the  previous  division  he  supported  ihe 
amendment,  referring  the  subject  back  to  the  committee  to  enquire 
as  to  the  sites  at  Heaton  and  Byker  Hill.  The  committee  had,  he 
believed,  again  carefully  and  seriously  considered  the  amendment, 
and  were  stiH  in  favour  of  the  Heaton  site ;  and  it  would  be  wrong 
on  the  part  of  the  Council  to  refer  the  report  back  again.  He  hsd 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  report  ought  to  be  supported.  The 
formation  of  an  independent  sewer  was  entirely  an  engineering 
question ;  and,  if  the  report  was  confirmed,  the  committee,  no  doubt, 
would  seriously  consider  the  absolutely  necessity  of  constructing  a 
distinct  sewer  from  the  Heaton  site  to  the  river. 

Mr.  Oliver  :  I  suppose  competitive  plans  for  the  hospital  will  be 
asked  for  ? 

The  Mator  :  That  is  another  question. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamokd  :   Every  architect  will  have  a  chanca 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  said  Mr.  Richardson  wished  to  make  the 
Council  believe  that  the  Byker  Hill  site  was  the  cheapest  of  the  two 
sites.  He  told  the  Council  that  he  had  an  offer  of  seven  acres  and 
a  half  of  land  at  Byker  Hill  at  £700  an  acre,  and  that  the  Council 
already  owned  two  acres  and  a  half ;  but  Mr.  Richardson  did  not 
tell  them  that  the  value  of  the  entire  Byker  Hill  site  would  not  be 
veiy  far  short  of  £8,000  or  £9,000.  The  Borough  Engineer 
estimated  the  agricultural  value  of  the  Heaton  site  at  £200  an  acra 
The  formation  of  a  sewer  at  the  Heaton  site  would  not  cost  more 
than  £200;  and  there  would  be  a  large  flushing  apparatus  provided; 
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and  if  a  hospital  was  built  at  fiyker  Hill  a  Bimilar  floflhing  apparatos 
woold  be  required  there.  It  was  simply  nonsense  talking  about  the 
alkali  fnmes  being  of  benefit  to  the  patients.  The  fames  might  be 
of  benefit  if  they  oonld  be  applied  when  and  where  wanted ;  bat 
they  most  take  whaterer  the  wind  blew.  Mr.  Richardson  had 
charged  him  with  being  inconsistent  Mr.  Richardson  stated  to  the 
Committee  **  if  yon  will  agree  to  have  the  small-pox  hospital  within 
Uie  site  yon  propose,  I  support  yoa.'* 

Mr.  RioHABDSOir:  No,  I  did  it. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  I  appeal  to  the  committee  if  I  am  not 
right. 

Mr.  Riohabdson:  I  deny  it  I  said  it  would  modify  my 
views. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  We  will  take  it  that  Mr.  Richardson  has  modi- 
fied his  views.  Mr.  Aid.  Gregson  stated  that  the  sewer  from  the 
hospital  on  the  Moor  cost  £700,  and  Mr.  JNewton  at  a  previous 
meeting  said  it  cost  £600.  The  toUl  cost  was  £160.  He  had 
been  charged  with  being  inconsistent,  because  he  first  favoured  the 
Bath  Lane  site,  and  opposed  the  Byker  site.  He  stated  now,  as  he 
had  stated  before  to  the  Council,  that  he  believed  the  Bath  Lane 
site  was  the  best  and  most  convenient  for  the  whole  town ;  but  a 
large  majority  were  against  him,  and  he  had  to  give  way.  If  there 
was  any  danger  of  the  schools  in  Bath  Lane  being  prejudicaUy 
affected  by  the  hospital  being  near  them,  that  ground  of  objection 
would  apply  equally  to  Byker  Hill,  as  a  church  and  schools  were 


Mr.  Richardson  said  he  was  entitled  to  giye  an  explanation. 
He  had  always  argued  that  two  acres  and  a  half  were  sufficient  for 
hospital  purposes  at  Byker  Hill.  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  stated  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  committee  that  they  should  have  a  ten  acre  site, 
in  order  that  a  small-pox  hospital  might  abo  be  erected  upon  it ; 
and  he  (Mr.  Richardson)  immediately  said  that  that  would  modify 
his  views  .  but  he  voted  against  the  report  after  all. 

Mr.  Babkas  said  he  proposed  to  vote  against  the  recommedation 
of  the  committee  on  three  or  four  grounds.  First,  he  believed  the 
Heaton  site  the  worst  of  the  two  suggested  ;  second,  the  Heaton 
site  was  out  of  the  borough ;  third,  ^e  amount  of  ground  asked  for 
was  much  too  large  ;  and  fourth,  building  a  hospital  on  the  Heaton 
site  would  not  only  depreciate  the  value  of  the  Corporation  estate, 
but  would  also  depreciate  the  value  of  the  land  belonging  to  other 
persons.  At  Bykdt  Hill  the  Council  could,  for  a  small  sum,  build 
an  hospital  suitable  for  aU  purposes. 

The  Council  voted  as  follows  upon  Mr.  Richardson's  amend- 
ment:— 

Fob  thb  AmNDMiCNT  :— Aid.  Gr6|pon ;  Counoillors  Jaokson,  W.  Wilson, 
SuideraoD,  W.  Smith,  Stephens,  Joieph  B.  Bilis,  Hensell,  RiohardsoD, 
Kewton,  Fnrnen,  Barkas,  Soholefield,  mnd  J.  Baxter  Bllit— li. 
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AOAIVBT  THE  AMEEPMniT :— The  Mayor,  Slieriff;  Aldermoi  Hedlqr, 
Stephenson,  Anffu,  Foifcer,  fiamond,  Yoonft,  Stewart^  MilTtin,  Wilion,  and 
Ridley ;  ConnciUon  Dobaoo,  Winter,  ToaU,  Qnin,  C.  S.   Smith,  Owen, 


Dickinson,  Browne,  Catter,  Oliver,  Onlley,  W.  Scott,  Caree,  Bell,  Ingledew, 
Andersen,  Dixon,  Holmes,  and  Kelson — ll. 

DxoLZHED  TO  VoTB :— CoonciUon  Calvert  and  flepbnrn— 2. 
The  amendment  was,  therefore,  negatived ;  and  the  motion  for 
the  confirmation  of  the  report  was  agreed  to  on  a  show  of  hands. 

The  meeting  now  ooncladed. 
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COUNCIL     MEETING 


WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  7,  1883. 


A  MBBTiNo  of  the  Conndl  was  held,  to-day,  in  the  Ooancil  Chamber, 
Town  Hall.  There  were  also  present — Aldermen  Bidley,  Call, 
Wilson,  Stewart,  Hamond,  Scott,  Qregson,  Potter,  Angus,  Toong, 
and  Stephenson;  CoancOlors  Winter,  J.  Barker  Ellis,  Milling, 
Scholefield,  Hepworth,  Qain,  Yoall,  Owen,  Carse,  Dickinson, 
Dobson,  Wm.  Smith,  Jackson,  Stoat,  Nelson,  Andersen,  Calvert, 
Bell,  Newton,  Dixon,  Catter,  Oliver,  Barkas,  Hepbam,  Wilson, 
Holmes,  Richardson,  Ingledew,  C.  6.  Smith,  Stephens,  Fnmess, 
Sanderson,  Scott,  Culley,  Sutton,  Cook,  and  Temple. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Stephbnsoit,  seconded  by  Mr.  Aid. 
GbsosoHi  the  chair  was  taken  by  the  Deputy-Mayor  (Mr.  Aid. 
Angus)L 

The  TowH  Clbbk  read  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
preTioQB  meeting,  and  they  were  confirmed. 

DBATH  OF  THE  MATORBSS. 

The  Ohaibhav  said  the  Council  would  agree  with  him  that  the 
first  duty  to  be  performed  was  to  pass  a  vote  of  sympathy  and 
condolence  with  the  Mayor  in  the  very  serious  bereavement  he  had 
been  called  upon  to  experience.  Ever  since  the  Mayor  took  office 
he  had  been  placed  under  circumstances  which  required  deep 
sympathy ;  and  he  was  sure  the  Mayor  had  had  that  sympathy ; 
and  now  that  death  had  taken  place,  the  Council  would  agree  in 
ezpressiDg  their  sincere  sympathy  and  condolence  with  the  Mayor* 
He  proposed  : — '*  That  this  Council  desires  to  express  its  very  sincere 
and  heartfelt  sympathy  with  the  Mayor  in  the  great  and  irreparable 
loss  he  has  sustained  by  the  death  of  Mrs.  Mayoress.*' 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLSOK  seconded  the  motion.  He  said  all  the  members 
of  the  Council  deplored  the  sad  event  which  had  taken  place,  and 
sympathised  very  sincerely  with  the  Mayor. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

THB  HBAD  MASTBB  OF  THB  OBAMHAB  SCHOOL. 

The  Towv  Clbbk  read  the  following  letter : — 

Grammar  School,  Hall,  2nd  March,  1883. 
Dear  Sir, — I  ihall  feel  muoh  obliged  if  you  will  convey  my  thanlu  to 
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the  Mayor  and  Corporation  for  the  confidence  they  have  reposed  in  mo 
by  appointing  me  to  the  Head  Mastership  of  the  NewoaBue  Gnmmar 
School. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be.  yours  obediently, 

S.  C.  LOQAV. 
Hill  Motnm,  Esq.,  Town  Clerk. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  seconded  by  Mr.  YouLLi  it  was 
reeolred  that  the  letter  be  entered  npon  the  minotes. 

THB  OITT  TRBASUBKB. 

The  Town  Clebk  read  the  following  letter : — 

Municipal  Offices,  Town  Hall, 

Ifewcastle-Dpon-Tyne,  15th  Febmsry,  1883 
Sir, — Wonld  yoQ  kindly  convey  to  the  City  Coonoil  my  sincere  acknow* 
lodgements  for  the  honour  conferred  by  my  appointment  to  the  office  of 
Treasurer  under  the  Municipal  Corporations'  Act,  1882,  and  to  assure  them 
that  the  duties  shall  at  all  times  receive  a  diligent  and  faithful  attention. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant^ 

JoHH  J.  Pacs. 
The  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor, 
l^wcastle-upon-Tyne. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Youiro,  seconded  by  Mr.  Aid. 
Qbbgson,  it  was  resolred  that  the  letter  be  entered  upon  the 
minutes. 

JUYBKILB  BTBBBT  VBNDOBS. 

The  Town  Clbek  read  the  following  letter  : — 

To  (he  Righi  War»hipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  OouncUlare  of  the  CUy 
and  County  ^  Neweaetle-'Upon'Tyne, 

Right  Worshipful  Sir  and  Gentlemen, — ^We,  the  undersigned  Mem- 
bers of  **  The  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Juvenile  Street  Vendors'  Assoda* 
tion,"  have  been  requested  to  brin^  most  respectfuUy  under  your  notioo 
the  following  minutes,  passed  unammously  by  that  Society  at  a  meeting 
held  on  the  6th  instant : — 

**  That  this  Association,  formed  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the  children 
of  deserving  parents,  and  of  alleviating  the  condition  of  children  who  sell 
newspapers  and  other  articles  on  the  streets,  finds  its  efforts  greatly 
impeaed  by  the  total  want  of  any  regulations  as  to  the  ages  and  oharacten 
of  such  children,  the  hours  during  which  they  are  exposed,  and  other 
matters  affecting  their  well-being."^ 

"  That  the  Association  desires  no  interference  as  to  where  or  how  children 
■hall  buy  or  sell,  but  as  it  grieves  many  citizens  to  observe  the  condition 
and  sufferings  of  many  of  these  childiiBn,  especially  those  of  tender  age, 
daring  the  winter  months,  and  believing  the  members  of  the  Council  are  aa 
desirous  as  themselves  to  help  the  deserving  poor,  most  respectfully  ask 
them  (should  it  be  in  their  power)  to  pass  certain  regulations  or  bye«laws 
havinff  the  following  or  similar  effect : — 

(1)  That  no  child  under  (say)  ten  years  of  age  shall  be  allowed  to  sell  on 
the  public  streets. 

(2)  That  children  so  engaged  from  ton  to  fourteen  years  of  age,  at  leasts 
should  be  provided  with  a  ticket  from  some  competent  authoritv  authorising 
them  to  sell,  and  that  none  others  be  allowed  so  to  do ;  togewer  with  any 
other  regulations  that  may  commend  themselves  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
Council.'' 
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The  AflBOciati<m  willingly  leavef  the  partloalar  method  of  Attaining  the 
ffovegQiag  ohjeots  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Council,  praying  them  respeot- 
folly  to  conuder  the  neceaail^  for,  and  advantages  to  oe  deriyed  from,  saoh 
ocraiae  of  aotion. 

Wk.  D.  Stephens,  Chairman  of  the  Meeting. 
Adah  Cabsb,  Hon.  Sec.  to  the  Association. 
ICaroh  7th,  1883. 

Mr.  Cabsb  proposed  that  the  letter  be  referred  to  the  Parlia- 
mentary  and  Bye-Laws  Committee. 

Mr.  TouLL  seconded  the  motion,  and  hoped  the  committee  would 
do  as  litUe  as  possible. 

Agreed  to. 

TBADIHO  IN  THE  8TRBBT0. 

Mr.  8TBPHKN8  called  attention  to  the  order  issued  from  the 
Chief-Constable's  office,  by  order  of  tfie  Watch  Committee,  for  the 
removal  of  the  Bible  stand  from  Orainger  Street,  and  the  stands  of 
sellers  of  roasted  potatoes  in  varioas  parts  of  the  town.  He  was 
sorry  that  men  who  had  saved  money  and  invested  it  in  potatoe 
machines,  which  cost  £20  to  £24  each,  had  been  ordered  to  remove 
their  machines  from  the  streets.  The  Watch  Committee  wonld 
have  done  a  great  deal  more  good  if  they  had  regulated  the  trade, 
instead  of  removing  it  altogether.  The  Bible  stand  had  not  been  in 
the  way  at  all,  and  it  was  unfortnnate  that  it  had  been  removed. 
He  asked  the  Watch  Committee  to  re-consider  the  subject. 

The  Chairmak  said  very  great  difficulties  had  arisen  in  connec- 
tion with  this  subject  He  agreed  with  Mr.  Stephens'  suggestion 
that  the  trade  ought  to  be  regulated  instead  of  being  stopped 
altogether,  and  he  l^lieved  the  Watch  Committee  would  be  quite 
disposed  to  consider  the  whole  subject  and  adopt  measures  which 
would  be  more  satisfactory  to  all  persons  concerned. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamonx)  said  the  Parliamentary  and  Bye-Laws  Com-^ 
mittee  was  the  proper  Committee  to  whom  this  matter  should  be 
referred.  He  Uiought  that  neither  the  Council  or  any  of  the 
Oommittee  would  wish  to  restrict  the  traffic  in  the  streets,  or  to 
prevent  people  earning  an  honest  livelihood ;  but  there  must  be  a 
marked  distinction  drawn  between  the  public  markets  of  the  borough 
and  the  public  streets.  It  was  right  to  take  measures  not  to  allow 
Impediments  to  exist  in  the  public  streets ;  but  as  to  the  public 
markets,  which  had  existed  three  hundred,  four  hundred,  or  five 
hundred  years,  it  was  not  the  province  or  within  the  power  of  the 
Ooanoil  to  restrict  the  trade  there.  The  Council  might  regulate 
and  keep  the  trade  in  the  markets  free  from  nuisance.  He  moved 
that  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  Parliamentary  and  Bye- Laws 
Oommittee,  under  whose  control  were  the  regulations  and  bye-laws 
regarding  streets.  The  Watch  Committee  had  power  to  direct  and 
control  &e  police,  but  not  to  order  them  to  make  raids  upon  orange 
women,  and  men  trying  to  earn  an  honest  livelihood  without  impedi- 
mint  to  the  traffic  of  the  town. 
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Mr.  Stbphbks  seconded  the  motion,  and  hoped  that,  whikt  the 
committee  were  considering  the  sabject,  the  Bible  stand  and  the 
people  selling  goods  wonld  not  be  interfered  with. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamohd  :  The  order  will  be  suspended  until  the  com- 
mittee make  their  report 

The  Town  Glbrk,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Farness,  said  the  course  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  was  the  proper  course  to  pursue. 
The  motion  was  agreed  ta 

THE  HEWOASTLE  QRAXS  AND  WAEBHOUSINO  OOMPANT. 

Mr.  YoTJhL  suggested  that  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
Finance  Committee  relative  to  the  application  of  the  Newcastle 
Grain  and  Oeneral  Warehousing  Company  for  a  reduction  of  the 
rent  payable  to  the  Corporation  should  stand  over.  He  said  the 
chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  was  unwell,  and  unable  to  be 
present  to-dayi  and  the  vice-chairman  of  the  committee  was  a  director 
of  the  Company,  and  therefore  unable  to  propose  the  adoption  of  the 
report  He  did  not  know  whether  there  was  present  any  member 
of  the  committee  prepared  to  move  the  adoption  of  the  report.  He 
moved  its  adoption  at  the  Finance  Committee's  meeting,  but  from 
facts  and  figures  since  presented  to  him  by  the  City  Treasurer,  he 
was  not  prepared  to  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  to-day. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  the  consideration  of  the  report  had  stood 
over  for  some  months,  and  it  was  desirable,  in  the  interests  of  the 
Corporation  and  the  Company,  that  some  conclusion  should  be  arrived 
at  He  proposed  that  a  special  meeting  be  held  on  March  14th  to 
consider  the  report,  and  other  business  could  be  taken  afterwards. 

Mr.  YouLL  seconded  the  motion. 

The  Ghaibhan  suggested  that  the  meeting  be  held  on  March  21st. 

Mr.  Temple  said  the  consideration  of  the  report  should  either  go 
to  the  end  of  the  agenda,  or  be  taken  off  the  agenda. 

On  a  show  of  hands,  it  was  resolved  that  a  meeting  of  the  Council 
be  held  on  March  21st,  12  voting  for  March  14Ul,  and  21  for 
March  21st 

HOSPITAL  VACANOT. 

Margaret  Watson,  78  years  of  age,  Weavers'  Company,  was 
elected  to  a  vacancy  in  the  Holy  Jesus  Hospital  for  females. 

THE  TOWN  IMPROVEMENT  COMMITTEE'S  ESTIMATE  OF  EZPENDITUBB. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  presented  the  estimate  of  the  expenditure  of 
the  Town  Improvement  Committee  for  the  next  year,  and  said  the 
sum  was  about  £800  less  than  for  last  year,  instead  of  being,  as  it 
should  have  been,  about  £10,000  more.  The  following  is  the 
estimate : — 
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XtHmtUe  i^the  JBocpendUure  <^the  Town  ImprovemaU  CommUteet/or  the  year 
ending  March  t6t\  I884. 


Byher  OtUlet  Sewer^irom  Shielda  Boad»  near  Dalton  Street, 
to  jonctioii  with  main  sewer  at  St.  Lawrence  Boad,  24  in. 
by  18  io«,  oval  pipes,  and  from  Molinenz  Street  to 
SLields  Road,  18  m.  pipes 1,600 

Barrack  Axui— Sewerage  and  Oolley  Grates  from  lowei'end 

of  Pitt  Street 88 

Fine  Street^trom  Gloaoester  Street  to  Back  Kvle  Street, 
deepening  present  12  in.  pipe  sewer  from  4  ft.  to  8  ft,, 
to  prevent  sewerage  getting  mto  cellars 46 

iVWfi  48i0ree(— Repairs  to  aroh  and  side  walls 16 

Pandon  Dene  ^eiMr— Cribbing  to  brick  sewer  underneath  a 
portion  of  the  embankment  on  the  North  side  of  the 
Cinder  Walk 160 

Gray's  Brickyard,  Byker^/rom  Bobeon  Street  to  JBUxabeth 

iS!eree(--General  repairs        00 

Cleansing  and  flashing  existing  sewers  600 

General  repairs  to  existing  sewers       3,000 

Total  for  sewering £6,368 


VLAOOIKO  Am>  PAVmOk  £ 

Barrack  Boad-^fiom  Nan's  Moor  Boad  to  a  distance  of  220 
yards  westwards.  New  footpath  and  channels,  drainage, 
and  improving  oaniage-way  238 

Barrack  Boad-^irom  Pitt  Street  to  Diana  Street,  flagging 

footpath  on  west  side  (amoont  as  per  Coanoil  order)    ...  312 

Barradk  Boad^boai  Diana  Street  to  Derby  Street,  flagging 

footpath  on  west  side  (amoant  as  per  Coanoil  order)   ...  106 

JPUt  8treei—fTom  Seaham  Street  to  Diana  Street,  repairing 

cttrriage-way 68 

Seaham  Street^from  Oyster  Shell  Lane  to  Pitt  Street,  re- 
paying carriage-way 113 

Baih  Xone— from  Corporation  Street  to  Seaham  Street, 
alteration  and  improvement  to  channels  on  east  and 
west  sides,  and  nuMsadamizing  sides  of  road       64 

Back  ViOa  P2ace— Repaying  carriage-way     26 

JKtwidt  Hocki— from  Westgate  Road  to  Tramway  Terminos, 

whin  block  paving  same  as  above,  part  only      431 

Banuterley  jRo<u^Excavating,  paving,  sewering,  laying 
kerbstone,  and  forming  and  ashing  footpath  to  4-width 
of  street  sd joining  wall  belonging  to  the  '* Little  sisters," 
also  taking  down  and  rebuilding  wall      411 

dayton  Street—from  Newgate  Street,  on  the  east  side,  to 
FsJoonttr's  Coart,  repaving  carriage-way  with  new 
gnmiteblookfl 208 

Oarried/orward       £2;000 
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Brought  forward      ..        2»000 

Mcmor  Streetr-TtkYmg  between  tramway  wfaeelen  and  kerb- 
stone on  both  aides  of  the  street,  and  completing 
wheelers  at  top         366 

Swkig  Bridge  Approa^'-Mteinng  and  impxoying  leyds  of 

paving  30 

The  Close— from  west  end  of  present  granite   paying  to 

western  sideof  High  Level  Bridge  830 

JRatiaver  £fo-eet— Altering  levels  of  present  payement  on 
south  side  and  at  lower  end,  new  channels  and  improye- 
ment  to  levels  of  footpath  on  soath  side 180 

MObourm  S^aet^bom  Blaodon  Street  to  Bnxton  Streeti 

repaying  carriageway  and  repairing  footpaths 57 

Melbomme  Street— from  Bnxton  Street  to  Stepney  Lane,  new 
footpaths,  and  repaying  carriage-way  with  granite 
chips 85S 

Stqmey  Lane— from  Melbourne  Street  to  New  Bridge  Streeti 

repaying  and  repairs  to  footpaths 146 

BtuBkm  Street — East  end,  new  border,  flagging  and  channels 

on  south  side ^  32 

Vineent  Street— bfjm  Traf algsr  Street  to  east  end,  repaying 

carriageway  and  repairing  flagging  186 

Pawtan  Dene  rerrck^e— repaying  and  repairs  to  footpaths  ...  96 

Ootford  i9<rM(— repaying  oarriageway  and  repairing  flagging  147 

8a€iUe  Mow,   SaviUe  Placet  cuUt  Bliieon  PAmb— Repaying 

carriageway 200 

BarroB  Bridge— trom  Crossing  near  Gab  Stand  to  Back 
Mdon  Street,  new  border  and  flagging,  relaying  channels, 
and  maoadamiring  alongside  <mann^  and  iaoinroying 
levels  of  footpath  and  channels  alongside  St.  Thomar 
Church  wall 160 

Jeemond  ifocui— Channels  on  south  side,  alongside  Portland 
Park,  and  on  north  side,  from  Granville  Boad  to  Back 
Akenside  Terrace     68 

ffeadlam  Street— T^ew  channels  on  west  side  and  surface 

drainage         00 

Shields  Soadr-fTom  Toward  Street  to  Brinkbum  Street, 
block  paving  between  tramway  and  channel,  on  south 
side 287 

WUfred  Street^tTom  Shields  Boad  to  Elizabeth  Street, 
repaving  and  improving  levels  of  earria^way  and 
repairing  footpaths 172 

Sk  Lawrence  Hoad—hom  west  end  to  Glasshouse  Street^ 

repaving  csrriageway         847 

General  repairs  to  flagging  and  paving 4,000 

Repairs  for  Gas  and  Water  Companies,  Telephone  Company, 

and  Tramway  Lessees  (Repayable)  S;360 


Total  for  Flagging  and  Paving 


£12,816 
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Widening  Jeamand  Road  near  Cradle  WeU|  Balance  of  Ckm- 

traet  Sam  and  Macadamiang        164 

Widening  the  Noiih  Side  of  BUwieh  Boa  I  from  Bentlnek 
Boad  to  High  Cron  Hooae,  Balance  of  Contract  Sam 
and  Macadamizing 67 

Widening  the  Sovth  Side  of  BUwkk  Road  from  St.  John'a 

Cnnetery  to  High  Groflfl  Hoose 470 

Improrements  to  Flagging  and  Paving  at  the  Head  of  the  Side  60 
New  Line  of  Pipes  for  Water  Sapply  from  Old  Pant  in  the 
Leans  Park  to  Plant  on  Leans  at  top  of  St  Thomas' 

Street 40 

Trees  and  Seats  in  the  City       ...  400 

Widening  Stepney  Lane  hy  removing  Present  Gardens      . . .  850 

Total  Amount  £1,660 


ABSIRAOr. 

ESmCATS. 

lCarehW,l»S, 

to 
MtfohtS,  MM. 

ALLOWED 

18O,t0 
]Careh36,1888. 

From  M Toh  1ft, 

188S,to 
]CarehSA,188t. 

Sewering         ... 

£ 
6,368 

£ 
4,610 

Flagging  and  Pavicg . . . 

^    9,966 

18,041 

Work  to  be  done  for 
Oas  and  Water  Com- 
paniesand 

H.M.  Post  Office,  re- 
payable to  the  Cor- 
poration       

^  2,360 

Roads 

7,020 

7,640 

Street  Watering 

1,106 

1,300 

Scavenging,    indading 
Removal    of    Box 
Ashes          

6,760 

6,760 

Removal  of   Snow,    if 
required      ...        ... 

1,000 

1,000 

Ashpit  Cleansing       ... 

6,160 

6,600 

Sanitary  Work 

8,260 

3»116 

Street  Naming 

130 

100 

Special  Lnprovements 
Total         ...          £ 

1,660 

1,067 

44,648 

44,933 

Tbob.  Wiuon,  Chairman. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


164  PR00BEDING8  OF  THE 


SMUBITIU  FOR  MOHET  BOBBOWID. 


[MABcnr, 


Mr.  Aid.  Btbphbnsom  moved  that  five  BecnritieB  for  monej 
borrowed  be  sealed.  He  said  the  secoritiea  were  continiiatioiis  of 
existing  loaas,  all  were  snbject  to  six  months  notice  of  withdrawal 
or  payment,  and  all  at  4  per  cent,  interest.  These  were  temporary 
loans  in  anticipation  of  the  carrying  oat  of  the  scheme  for  the  con- 
solidation of  the  Ooiporation  stock  which  would  be  sabmitted 
to-day. 

Mr.  RiOHARDSOH  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  :  How  is  it  we  are  giving  4  per  cent.,  when  other 
boronghs  can  get  money  at  3^  per  cent  ? 

Mr.  Aid.  Stkphbnson  :  If  we  take  loans  for  long  periods,  sach 
as  7,  10,  or  15  years,  we  conld  get  money  at  8|  per  cent,  bat  these 
renewals  are  at  a  short  notice,  in  anticipation  of  the  financial  soheme 
which  is  coming  before  the  OoanciL  The  total  amount  is  about 
£12,000. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamovd  :  When  will  these  securities  mature  f 

Mr.  Aid.  Stkphbnson  :  They  are  at  six  months  notice. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  it  would  be  highly  inconsistent  to  renew 
loans  at  4  per  cent.,  when  hundreds  of  thousands  could  be  obtained 
at  3j^  per  cent  The  position  of  Newcastle  Corporation  was 
unparalleled  in  England,  as  its  estates,  apart  from  the  rates,  were 
of  more  value  than  was  required  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  borough. 

Mr.  Aid.  8TBPHBH80N  said  there  was  no  doubt  the  Corporation 
could  offer  to  lenders  a  most  undeniable  security,  and  he  hoped  the 
scheme  for  the  issue  of  a  consolidated  stock  would  be  successfully 
issued  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks.  The  money  lent  under  the 
five  securities  was  wanted  now,  and  the  securities  could  be  called  in 
on  six  months  notice  from  any  day. 

Mr.  TouLL  said  the  securities  were  continuations  of  loans  merely 
for  a  temporary  purpose,  until  the  consolidated  stock  was  issued. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

sm  THOMAS  WHITB*S  BBQTTBST. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephbvboh  presented  and  moved  the  confirmation  of 
the  following  report : — 

The  Financd  Oommittee  have  to  report  to  the  Ooanoil  that  an  applioation 
baa  been  received  from  James  Bainea  Wright,  for  a  loan  of  £25  ander  the 
terma  of  Sir  Thomas  White's  Bequest 

Inquiries  have  been  made  conoeming  the  sureties,  whioh  are  satisfMtoiy, 
and  your  Committee  recommend  the  CoQDcil  to  sanction  the  payment  of  tne 
loan.  W.  H.  Stephbhsok,  Chairman. 

Town  Hall,  Newcastle,  1st  March,  1883. 

Mr.  Stbphbhb  seconded  the  motion. 
Agreed  to. 
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TH8  OOBOHBB'S  AOOODNT. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  proposed  that  the  Ooroner's  aooonnt,  for 
theqaarter  ended  3]  st  January,  1883,  amounting  to  £146  17fl.  lOd., 
be  paid. 

Mr.  Aid.  YouNO  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

thohpson's  beqttist. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  moved  that  the  application  of  John 
Martindale  Thompson,  for  a  loan  of  £50,  for  five  years,  nnder 
Riehard  Thompson's  bequest,  be  granted. 

Mr.  Stephens  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  ta 

THE  HUHIOIPAL  COBPORATIONS  AOT,  1882. — FINES  FOB  NOT 
AOOEPTINQ  OFFICE. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond,  seconded  by  Mr.  Youll,  it 
was  resolred  to  seal  the  following  bye-law: — 

dTT  AND  OOUJNTI  OF  NEWOASTUI-nFON-TTNB. 

At  a  meetiiig  of  the  Ooancil  of  the  City  of  NewoMtle-upon-Tyne,  held  at 
the  Counoil  Chamber,  in  the  Town  Hall,  in  the  said  City,  on  the  Seventh 
day  of  March,  One  Thottsand  Eight  Hundred  and  Eighty-three,  at  whioh 
meeting  two-thirda  of  the  whole  number  of  the  laid  Conncil  are  present.  It 
ia  in  punnanoe  and  exerciae  of  the  powers  and  authorities  to  the  said 
Gbnncil  for  that  purpose,  given  by  the  Municipal  Corporations  Aot^  1882, 
oidered  and  ordained  bj  the  said  Conncil ;  and  we,  the  said  Council,  do 
herein  order,  ordain,  and  make  the  following  Bye-law  for  the  good  rule  and 
government  of  the  City,  to  become  binding  and  in  force  from  the  time  pre- 
scribed by  the  said  Act  for  Bye-laws  made  by  the  said  Council  becoming 
binding  and  in  force,  that  is  to  say  :  Every  qualified  person  elected  to  a 
Corporate  office,  unless  exempt  under  section  thirty-four  of  the  Municipal 
Corporations  Act,  1882,  or  otherwise  by  law,  who  shall  not  accept  the 
office  by  T^B^^king  and  subscribinff  the  declaration  required  by  the  laid  Act 
within  five  days  after  notice  of  election.  And  every  person  elected  to  a 
Corporate  office,  who  shall  resign  such  office  under  the  provisions  of  section 
thirty-six  of  the  said  Act,  shall  be  liable  to  pay  to  the  Council  a  fine,  in  the 
case  of  the  Mayor  of  Ten  pounds,  and  in  the  case  of  an  Alderman,  Conn- 
ciUor,  or  Elective  Auditor  of  Five  pounds. 

GivxN  nnder  our  Common  ] 
Seal  this  Seventh  day  off 
March,  One  Thousand  Bight  1 
Hundred  and  Eighty-three  ) 

The  Common  Seal  of  the  City\ 
and  County  of  Newoastle-on- 1 

Tyne  was  by  Order  of  Council  >  Jonathan  Anous, 

herennto  affixed  in  the  pre- 1  Deputy  Mayor, 

senoeof  / 

Thob.  Watson, 

Town  Clerk's  Office^  Town  Hall, 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
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THB  GINDBB  PATH. 

Mr.  AlcL   WiLSOK  proposed  that  the  following  agreement  be 
sealed : — 

Tlu  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  OUkens  of  the  City  and  County  ofNeweasOe' 
upon-Tyne  and  the  North  .Eastern  BaUway  Company. 

▲QBBBHSNT  AS  TO  THE  Cnn>EB  PATH  FROM  ELUSON  TERRACE  TO 
CAMDEN  STREET  BRIDGE,  NEWCASTLE. 

An  Agreement,  made  the  day  of  One  Thonsaod  Eight 

Hundred  and  Eighty-three,  between  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Citizens  of 
the  City  and  County  of  Kewoastle-npon-Tyoe  (hereinafter  called  the  Cor- 
poration) of  the  one  part,  and  the  North  Eastern  Railway  Company  (herein- 
after called  the  Company)  of  the  other  part.  Whereas  the  Company 
oonstracted,  and  have  from  time  to  time  repaired  the  footpath  leading  from 
Ellison  Terrace  to  the  Foot  Bridge,  over  the  Blyth  and  TVne  Railway 
of  the  Company,  leading  to  Camden  Street,  in  Newcastle  axoreaaid,  and 
shown  on  Jtne  plan  hereunto  annexed  and  thereon  coloured  red.  And 
whereas  the  Company  are  the  owners  in  fee  simple  of  the  site  of  the  aaid 
Footpath,  between  the  points  B  and  O  and  O  and  C  on  the  said  plan,  and 
are  the  lessees  of  the  site  thereof  between  the  points  A  and  B  on  the  said 
plan,  subject  to  the  payment  to  Susanna  Gibson,  of  Newcastie  aforesaid, 
widow,  the  owner  thereof,  of  the  yearly  rent  of  Ten  Pounds  Nine  Shillings. 
And,  whereas  under  the  powers  of  the  Newcastie-upon-Tyne  Improvement 
Act,  1882,  and  the  Acts  therewith  incorporated,  the  Corporation  propose  to 
make  and  open  to  the  public  certain  new  streets  which  wiU  connect 
Gresham  Place  with  Camden  Street,  and  thereby  render  unnecessary  the 
continued  maintenance  of  the  said  Footpath.  And  whereas  the  Corporation 
and  the  Company  have  agreed  to  enter  mto  the  several  arrangements  here- 
inafter mentioned  and  set  forth.  Now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby  mutually 
agreed  and  declared  between  and  by  the  parties  hereto  as  follows : — 

1.  The  Corporation  shall  forthwith  put  the  said  Footpath,  from  its 
junction  with  Ellison  Terrace  aforesaid  to  the  west  end  of  the  said 
Foot  Bridge  crossing  the  Blyth  and  Tyne  Railway,  and  the  fence  on 
the  west  side  thereof,  into  a  proper  state  of  repair,  and  the  Company 
shall  forthwith  pay  to  the  Corporation  the  sum  of  Fifty  Pounds  towaros 
the  cost  of  such  repairing. 

2.  The  Companv,  until  the  said  new  street  is  completed  and  opened 
to  the  public,  shall  continue  to  pay  the  said  rent  to  the  said  Susanna 
Gibson,  and  in  case  the  Company  shall  cease  to  be  the  lessees  of  the 
site  of  the  said  Footpath,  between  the  points  A  and  B  on  the  said 
plan,  the  Company  shall  provide  and  construct  in  lien  thereof  a  Foot- 
path equally  convenient  and  commodious  for  the  public,  so  that  the 
public  shall  at  all  times,  until  the  said  Footpath  is  stopped  up  and  dis- 
continued as  hereinafter  mentioned,  have  a  suitable  footpath  between 
the  said  point  B,  upon  the  said  plan,  and  Ellison  Terrace  or  Greeham 
Place  aforesaid. 

3.  The  Corporation  shall  from  the  date  hereof  maintain  the  said 
Footpath  and  fence  in  good  repair  until  the  said  Footpath  shall  be 
legally  stopped  up  and  discontinued  as  hereinafter  mentioned. 

4.  As  soon  as  the  said  proposed  new  street  is  completed  and  opened 
to  the  public,  the  Corporation  shall  take  the  proper  measures  to  stop  up 
the  said  Footpath  between  the  points  A  ana  O  on  the  said  plan,  and 
the  site  thereof  between  the  pomts  B  and  D  on  the  said  plan  shall 
from  the  date  of  such  stopping  up,  vest  in  and  belong  to  the  Company. 

5.  Should  any  difference  or  dispute  hereafter  arise  between  the 
parties  hereto,  Duatinff  to  or  concerning  these  presents,  or  the  rights, 
duties,  or  liabilitiee  ofeither  party  in  oonnection  therewith,  the  matter 
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in  difference  ihall  be  referred  to  Arbitration,  oonf ormably  to  the  pro- 
▼inons  injtbat  behalf  oentained  in  the  Common  Law  Procedure  Act, 
1854,  or  any  then  rabsiating  itatutory  modification  thereof.  In  witneia 
whereof  the  said  Corporation  have  hereunto  affixed  their  Corporate 
Seal,  and  the  undersigned  two  Directors  of  the  Company  have  hereunto 
■et  their  hands  the  day  and  year  first  before  written. 

Mr.  Stephens  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  YouLL  said  it  appeared  to  him,  from  the  agreement,  that 
when  the  new  street  was  made,  the  Company  would  block  up  the 
footpath,  and  residents  in  Ellison  Terrace  would  have  to  come  up 
the  narrow  lane  at  the  side  of  Mr.  Fleming's  house,  and  go  roond 
about  by  Qeorge's  Place  to  get  to  the  Bhieldfield.  That  would  be 
doing  some  damage  to  the  people  residing  in  Ellison  Terrace.  The 
consideration  of  this  matter  should  stand  over. 

Mr.  Newton  moved  that  the  consideration  of  the  agreement 
stand  over,  and  that  the  agieement  be  printed  and  circulated  among 
the  members  of  the  Council.  It  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  very  one- 
sided agreement,  and  entirely  in  favour  of  the  Railway  Company. 
The  public  had  had  the  right  to  go  along  the  path  from  time 
immemorial ;  and  when  the  Blyth  and  Tyne  Railway  was  made, 
the  Council  understood  that  there  would  be  made  a  decent  road  from 
Ellison  Terrace  to  Bhieldfield;  but  now,  the  Railway  Company 
proposed  to  lend  them  the  road,  and  the  Corporation  were  to  keep 
it  in  repair.     He  objected  to  that. 

Mr.  Oliveb  seconded  Mr.  Newton's  motion. 

Mr.  Xhglkdbw  said  the  agreement  and  the  plan  should  be 
printed. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  agreement  and  plan  be  printed  and 
drcnlated  among  the  members  ;  and  that  the  consideration  of  the 
agreement  stand  over. 

THB  BUBGBSS  AKD  NON-BUBOBSS  DOUBTS. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamokd  moved  the  sealing  of  a  memorial  to  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen,  praying  that  the  provisions  of  certain  recent 
Acts  of  Parliament  may  be  applied  to  the  Burgess  and  Non-Burgess 
Courts.  He  said  the  memorial  was  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
resolution  upon  the  same  subject  passed  at  the  previous  meeting  of 
the  Council. 

Mr.  YouLL  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

THB  QBNBBAL  DI8TBI0T  BATB  BOOKS. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbnson  moved  that  the  Qenend  District  Rate  Books 
be  sealed. 

Mr.  Btbpbbns  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 
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DITBB8I0H  OF  A  BOAD  AT  WALKEE. 

Mr.  Aid.  SriPHEHSOir  moyed  the  sealing  of  the  notice  and 
consent  for  dirersion  of  a  road  at  Wincombleey  Walker. 

Mr.  DiOKiHBOH  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said  the  road  was  connected  with  the  land  which 
the  Corporation  had  leased  to  Mr.  William  Dobson  for  a  ship- 
building yard. 

Agreed  ta 

THE  FEOPOSBD  NEW  BOAD  ACE088  THE  LEAZE8.— THE  FBEEKBV  AND 
THE  GOBPOBATION. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamoitd  said  that  with  respect  to  the  negotiations  by 
the  Town  Moor  Management  Oommittee,  for  tiie  purchase  of  the 
interest  of  tiie  freemen  in  the  portion  of  ihe  Leases  reqoired  for  the 
proposed  new  road  from  St  Thomas*  Orescent  to  Spital  Tongues, 
he  was  sorry  to  say  the  Stewards*  Committee  had  not  come  to  an 
arrangement  witii  them.  The  Town  Moor  Management  Committee 
thought  that  not  more  than  £200  an  acre  should  be  paid  for  the 
one  acre  and  a  half  of  land  required  for  the  road ;  but  the  Stewards* 
Committee  desired  £400  an  acre.  The  Town  Moor  Management 
Committee  declined  to  buy  the  land  at  such  an  exorbitant  price ;  and 
he  asked  the  Council  to  leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mittee to  take  such  steps  as  they  deemed  reasonable,  under  the  Act 
of  Parliament  of  1870,  by  appealing  to  the  Judge  of  the  County  Court, 
to  decide  what  were  the  freemen's  rights,  and  the  value  of  the  eatage 
of  the  herbage  by  the  mouths  of  the  cows.  He  was  sorry  the 
Council  were  driven  to  do  this.  He,  as  chairman  of  the  committee, 
took  upon  himself  to  make  a  private  suggestion  to  Mr.  Councillor 
Wilson,  chairman  of  the  Stewards*  Committee,  to  the  effect  that  if 
the  Stewards  would  pass  a  resolution  accepting  £200  an  acre,  he 
^he  Aid.)  would  do  his  best  to  get  the  Town  Moor  Management 
Committee  to  sanction  it,  and  so  show  that  they  wished  to  preserve 
the  good  feeling  between  the  Corporation  and  the  freemen ;  and  he 
had  received  the- following  letter  from  Mr.  Wilson: — ''As  you 
desired  me,  I  put  before  the  Stewards*  Committee,  on  Thursday 
night,  your  suggestion  ;  but  they  decided  to  abide  by  the  previous 
decision,  believing  that  the  Corporation  would  not  be  so  di^onour- 
able  as  to  ignore  their  agreement."  There  was  no  agreement  what- 
ever with  the  Corporation  with  respect  to  the  value  of  the  eatage  of 
the  herbage  of  the  Moor.  In  days  gone  by  a  most  extravagant 
price  was  paid  to  the  freemen — as  much  as  £800  an  acre,  and  it  was 
reduced  by  the  late  Town  Clerk  to  £400  an  acre.  He  thought  it 
would  be  dishonourable  for  the  Corporation  to  pay  to  the  freemen 
such  a  price  for  the  land  now  required,  and  it  would  be  equally 
dishonourable  for  the  freemen  to  accept  the  ratepayers*  money  at  such  a 
valuation.  He  was  sorry  that  this  state  of  affairs  had  arisen,  but 
he  had  no  fear  of  the  result.     The  result  would  be  to  place  their 
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relationB  with  the  freemen  on  a  £ar  better  and  more  l^al  footing  than 
hitherto.  They  wonld  learn  legally  and  fairly  what  were  the  rights  of 
the  freemen  to  the  eatage  of  Uie  herbage,  and  its  yalue ;  and  the 
Corporation  wonld  in  fntnre  know  what  was  right  to  offer  the  free^ 
men  on  tbe  part  of  the  ratepayers.  He  proposed  that  in  regard 
to  this  matter  the  Town  Moor  Management  Committee  haye  fnll 
power  to  act  as  they  thonght  fit,  nnder  the  guidance  of  the 
Town  Clerk. 

Mr.  TouLL  seconded  the  motion.  He  said  he  joined  in  the  regret 
that  this  matter  had  not  been  amicably  arranged.  He  held  the 
opinion  that  the  dnal  management  of  the  Moor  mnst  come  to  an 
end,  and  whenever  that  took  place  the  Corporation  wonld  have  to 
purchase  the  rights  of  the  freemen,  and  if  the  Council  now  admitted 
the  high  price  asked  by  the  Stewards'  Committee,  as  the  principle 
they  would  pay  afterwards,  it  wonld  be  almost  impossible  to  say  what 
the  total  amount  would  be.  He  knew  that  in  some  instances  about 
six-seyenths  of  the  purchase  money  receiyed  for  portions  of  the  Moor 
had  been  paid  to  the  freemen.  The  freemen  had  the  right  only  to 
the  eatsge  of  the  grass,  and  the  Corporation  were  the  owners  of  the 
freehold,  and  he  could  not  understand  why  the  freemen  should  haye 
received  six-seyenths  of  the  purchase  money.  A  very  small  amount 
of  compensation  would  be  quite  enough  for  what  the  freemen  were 
entitled  to. 

Mr.  W.  WiLSOH  said  the  sum  of  £800  an  acre,  referred  to  by 
Mr.  Aid.  Hamond,  was  paid  by  the  Blyth  and  Tyne  Railway  Com- 
pany for  land  required  for  the  railway.  Power  was  obtained  by  the 
Act  of  1870  to  make  certain  roads  across  the  Moor  ;  and  it  became 
necessary  to  settle  the  price  the  Corporation  were  to  pay  to  the 
freemen  for  the  removal  or  destruction  of  their  interest  in  the 
herbage  displaced.  The  Stewards,  knowing  the  value  of  the  advice 
of  such  a  man  as  Mr.  John  Clayton,  appointed  a  deputation  to  wait 
upon  that  gentleman.  The  deputation  told  Mr.  Clayton  the  position 
of  afiairs,  and  Mr.  Clayton  said  that,  seeing  the  land'  was  for  a 
public  purpose,  he  thought  the  Stewards  ought  to  take  £500 
an  acre,  and  no  less  ;  and  this  was  communicated  to  Mr.  Aid. 
Wilson  and  Mr.  David  Donkin,  the  chairman  and  vice-chairman 
of  the  Town  Improvement  Committee,  under  whose  direction 
the  roads  upon  the  Moor  were  to  be  made.  Ultimately,  a  joint 
deputation  waited  upon  Mr.  Clayton;  the  Corporation  were 
represented  by  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson,  Mr,  David  Donkin,  and  the  late 
Town  Clerk,  and,  he  believed,  Mr.  Amos,  and  the  Boropgh 
Engineer  were  present;  the  Stewards'  Committee  were  repre- 
sented by  Mr.  Rowell  and  himself.  After  a  good  deal  of  dis« 
cnssion,  the  Town  Improvement  Committee  offered  £300  an  acre, 
and  Mr.  Clayton  adhered  to  his  opinion  that  the  price  should  be 
£500,  and  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  late  Town  Clerk,  the 
committee  offered  to  divide  the  difference,  and  pay  £400  an  acre, 
and  the  Stewards  immediately  accepted  that,  bemg  willing  to  meet 
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the  Corporation  so  far  as  they  oonsiBtently  could.  That 
agreement  had  to  be  put  into  writing,  bat  nnfortonately,  like  a  good 
many  small  matters,  the  late  Town  Clerk  neglected  to  pat  it 
into  writing ;  bat  the  agreement  had  been  acted  npon.  According 
to  the  official  report  of  the  Council  proceedings,  at  the  May  meeting, 
in  1874,  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  reported  the  result  of  the  negotiations, 
and  it  was  confirmed  by  the  Council.  It  was  never  for  a  moment 
thought  that  the  Corporation  would  repudiate  an  agreement  so 
solemnly  entered  into,  otherwise  the  Stewards  would  have  taken 
good  care  to  have  got  inserted  in  the  Act  of  18^2  a  clause 
stipulating  that  the  ground  was  to  be  paid  for  at  the  usual  price. 
Two  or  three  roads  had  been  made,  and*  the  agreement  had  been 
acted  upon  up  to  the  present  time  ;  and  it  was  not  to  be  expected 
that  under  these  circumstances,  the  Stewards'  Committee  would  go 
from  that  agreement,  believing  as  they  did  that  the  Corporation 
were  sufficiently  honourable  to  maintain  an  agreement  which  was 
confirmed  by  the  Council.  The  Stewards'  Committee  had  no  animus 
in  the  matter  at  all;  this  was  only  a  matter  of  plain  dealing 
between  one  body  and  another.  If  the  Council  would  be  persuaded 
that  they  were  under  an  obligation  to  carry  out  this  agreement,  he 
was  sure  it  would  be  into  the  pocket  of  the  Corporation  to  do  so. 
It  would  be  satisfactory  if  the  Council  would  order  the  report 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Coundlin  1874  on  the  subject  to  be 
read. 

Mr.  Aid,  Hamond  :  I  am  willing  to  admit  there  was  such  a 
report  and  resolution  come  to,  but  it  does  not  bind  the  CoundL 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  said  that  what  Mr.  W.  Wilson  had  stated  was 
correct  Two  or  three  roads  on  the  Moor  had  been  made,  and  the 
freemen  had  been  paid  at  the  rate  of  £400  per  acre  for  the  land. 
One  road  was  by  the  side  of  the  Barracks  to  the  Spital  Tonguesy 
and  another  near  the  Freemen's  Hospital. 

Mr.  Wif.  Smith  said  additional  information  had  come  out  with 
respect  to  the  right  of  eatage;  and  Mr.  Youll  had  stated  an 
extraordinary  fact  in  connection  with  the  land  in  front  of  Fenham 
Terrace — that  £13  148.  went  to  the  freemen,  and  £2  2s.  to  the 
Corporation.  That  was  arranged  in  bye-gone  times.  Mr.  Aid. 
Hamond  had  put  a  very  proper  case.  The  freemen  fought  with  the 
pitmen,  and  went  to  law,  and  the  freemen  then  found  their  rights 
were  not  what  they  had  claimed.  The  Corporation  were  acting 
honourably  ;  and  it  would  be  well  to  let  some  legal  authority  decide 
the  question. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gregson  said  the  freemen  had  shown  what  was  the 
value  of  the  best  part  of  the  moor  by  letting  it  out  in  stints  at 
about  £6  an  acre.  It  was  monstrous  for  the  freemen  to  ask  a  price 
equal  to  an  annual  rent  of  £20  an  acre. 

Mr.  Babkis  asked  what  was  Mr.  Gow*s  estimate  of  the  value  of 
the  land  required. 
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Mr.  Aid.  Hamohd  said  Mr.  Oow'b  estimate  was  fsi  below  what 
he  (Aid  Hamond)  asked  the  Stewards'  Committee  to  accept.  It 
was  all  a  mistake,  and  the  sooner  the  Steward's  Committee  came  to 
their  senses  the  better.  With  regard  to  the  arrangement  made  with 
the  Bljth  and  Tyne  Railway  Company  the  Corporation  gaye  np 
entirely  their  freehold  over  the  portion  of  land  required  for  the 
railway,  becanse  it  was  for  a  public  benefit ;  and  the  whole  of  the 
purchase  money  was  appropriated  for  the  benefit  of  the  eatage  of 
the  Moor.  The  question  now  to  be  settled  was  what  was  a  fair 
and  generous  price  to  be  paid  to  the  freemen  for  disturbing  a  portion 
of  the  herbage  of  the  Moor,  which  800  cows  were  permitted  to  have 
the  eatage  of  by  their  own  mouths.  The  freemen,  as  a  body,  had 
no  interest,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  herbage  of  the  Moor  further 
than  those  who  obtained,  by  lot,  a  ticket  to  put  two  cows  upon  it. 
Whatever  the  Corporation  paid  for  disturbing  the  eatage  of  the 
Moor  belonged  to  those  freemen  who  gained,  by  lot,  the  privilege  of 
putting  cows  on  the  Moor.  If  the  question  had  to  be  fought  the 
Coundl  would  fight  it,  but  not  to  despoil  the  freemen  of  their  rights 
in  any  way.  They  wished  to  deal  generously  and  liberally  with  the 
freemen;  but  as  the  Stewards'  Committee  had  refused  the  offer 
noade  on  behalf  of  the  ratepayers,  the  time  had  arrived  to  stand  upon 
what  the  law  gave  the  Corporation,  and  to  have  the  rights  of  the 
freemen  decided. 

Mr.  Holmes  :  Are  we  going  by  this  vote  to  authorise  the  com- 
mittee to  enter  upon  a  legal  fight  with  the  freemen  ? 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  If  Mr.  Holmes  had  read  the  Act  of  1870  he 
would  have  found  that  it  enacted  that  failing  an  agreement  being 
come  to  between  the  Corporation  and  the  Stewards  of  the  freemen, 
as  to  any  herbage  which  from  time  to  time  is  required  for  the  public 
benefit,  there  is  power  to  appeal  to  the  County  Court  Judge,  in 
open  court,  to  decide  the  value,  and  his  judgment  is  to  be  final. 

Mr.  Holmes  :  Are  we  going  to-day  to  give  the  committee  power 
to  go  to  law? 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond:  No,  only  to  go  to  the  County  Court  Judge. 

Mr.  Holmes:  Is  not  that  going  to  law. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  It  is  an  arbitration. 

The  Town  Clebk:  You  must  either  abandon  the  making  of 
the  road  or  proceed  with  it ;  and  to  enable  you  to  proceed  with  it, 
you  must  deal  with  the  rights  of  the  freemen  over  the  portion  of 
land  you  require. 

Mr.  Holmes  :  Cannot  the  matter  be  referred  back  to  the  com- 
mittee to  re-negotiate  with  the  freemen  7 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond:  No;  not  after  they  have  accused  us  of 
dishonourable  proceedings. 
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The  ToWH  Clbrk  :  The  motion  is  ''  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Town  Moor  Management  Committee  to  take  each  steps  as  they 
think  fit**    That  is  not  necessarily  going  to  law. 

Mr.  W.  WiLSOH :  It  is  not  treating  the  matter  £urly  nnlees  yon 
read  what  I  asked  for. 

The  Ohaibmak  :  We  do  not  want  to  do  anything  unfairly. 

Mr.  Barkas  :  I  suppose  the  maximum  sum  the  oommittee  will 
goto  will  be  £200  an  acre. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamokd  :  Since  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Wilson's  letter,  the 
committee  withdraw  that  amount,  and  leave  it  to  the  decision  of  the 
County  Court  Judge. 

Mr.  RioHARDsoK :  The  resolution  will  autiioriie  the  Town  Moor 
Management  Committee  to  go  to  the  County  Court  Judge  as 
arbitrator  under  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Aid  Hamond  :  Tes. 

Mr.  HoLMBS  :  It  sounds  to  me  very  like  a  declaration  of  war. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond:  It  is  a  declaration  of  peace. 

The  Town  Clbrk  :  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  mores  **  that  the  Town 
Moor  Management  Committee  take  such  steps  as  they  think  fit** 
Ton  had  better  not  tie  the  hands  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Tbmplb:  The  Town  Moor  Management  Committee  may 
think  fit  to  go  to  law. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  We  cannot  under  the  Act  of  Parliament. 
We  must  refer  it  to  the  County  Court  Judge,  who  is  made  the 
referee  by  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Sutton  :  The  way  is  hedged  about,  and  we  eannot  go 
outside  of  the  Act     We  can  only  go  to  the  County  Court  Judge. 

The  Council  voted  as  follows : — 

For  thr  Motion: — Aldermen  Anffua,  Stephenson,  Potter,  Young, 
Hamond,  GregBon,  Scott,  Stewart,  Gail,  Wilson,  and  Ridley ;  Oonncillon 
Richardson,  Winter,  Yonll,  Qain,  Dickinson,  C.  S.  Smith,  Owen,  Cntter, 
Oliver,  W.  Smith,  Milling,  Cnlley,  Sanderson,  W.  Soott,  Carse,  Bell, 
Calvert,  Andersen,  Stephens,  Hepworth,  Dixon,  Cook,  Kewton,  Sntton, 
Temple,  Stoat,  Nelson,  Barkas,  Fuxness,  Soholefield,  Hepbom.  and  J. 
Barker  EUis--43. 

AoAnrsT  THE  Motion  :— Gonnoillors  Jackson,  W.  Wilson,  Ingledew,  and 
Holmes — i. 

The  motion  was  therefore  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamohd  moved  the  confirmation  of  the  report  of  tiie 
Town  Moor  Management  Committee,  recommending  the  formation 
of  a  road  past  the  Leazes  Park  to  Spital  Tongues,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  £2,300  [p.  88].     He  said  the  formation  of  a  great  portion 
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of  the  road  might  be  proceeded  with  irrtwpeotive  of  any  agreement 
which  might  be  made  with  the  freemen. 

Mr.  B10BARD8OH  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  ta 

WALESB  OOLLIBRT. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephbhson  presented  and  mored  the  confirmation  of 
the  following  report : — 

The  Ffaianoe  Committee  have  to  inform  the  Ooonoil  that  the  lease  of  the 
Walker  Colliery  will  ezfure  on  Ist  May  of  the  present  year. 

Tour  committee,  with  a  view  to  re-letting  the  colliery,  directed  adver- 
tisements to  be  issued  in  the  newspapers  inviting  offers  for  a  lease  of  the 
ooUiery. 

An  offer  for  the  ooUiery  has  been  received  from  Messrs.  Lambert  Brothers, 
which  your  oommittee  consider  a  favourable  one,  and  have  to  recommend 
the  Council  to  approve  of  the  same,  in  order  that  a  lease  may  be  prepared. 

The  terms  which  your  oommittee  have  settled  with  Messrs.  Lambert* 
subject  to  the  consent  of  the  Council,  are  aa  follows  : — 

Term,  thirty-one  years,  from  1st  May,  1883. 

Certain  rent  for  first  three  yean  £1,000  per  annum,  and  tentale  of  4d. 
per  ton. 

Certain  rent  from  1st  May,  1886,  £1,260  per  annum,  with  tentale  as 
follows : — 

Per  Ton.  Per  Ton. 

6d.  up  to  and  including  6s.  Od.  )  Net  realised  selling  price 
5id.  „  6s.  6d.  >     (the  only  deduction  being 

6id.  „  7s.  Od.  )     f or  discount), 

and  Id.  per  ton  for  every  further  Is.  per  ton  advance  on  such  selling 
price. 

Home  ooDsumption  and  waste  10  per  cent,  of  produce. 

Option  of  break  by  lessees  in  lease  at  end  of  third  or  any  subsequent  year, 

on  twelve  months'  previous  notice. 
Land  to  build  cottages  snd  coke  ovens  to  be  agreed  upon. 
Bent  for  damaged  land  to  be  mutually  arranged. 
Lease,  if  required,  to  be  made  to  a  Limited  Liability  Company;  with 

sufficient  capital. 
Other  conditions  as  in  existing  lease  for  erections,  staiths,  and  other 

removeable  matters. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  terms,  your  committee  have  made  the  follow- 
ing stipulations : — 

The  lessees  to  undertake  that  thev  wiU,  within  the  first  three  years  of  the 
term,  fully  develop  and  work  the  lower  seam  of  the  colliery,  and 
provide  all  necessary  machinery  for  that  purpose. 

A  portion  of  the  land  at  the  coUiei^  staith  to  be  retained  hy  the  Cor- 
poration, and  the  occupancy  of  the  surface  land  to  be  arranged  by 
Mr.  Qow,  Mr.  Simpson,  and  Mr.  Lawa,  on  behalf  of  the  Corporation. 

The  proposed  lease  to  contain  such  terms  and  conditions  ai  the  Town 
Clerk  and  Mr.  Simpson  deem  proper,  and  as  are  usually  contained  in 
leases  of  coal  n>yalties  in  the  counties  of  Northumberland  and 
Durham. 

Thomas  Hsdlst,  Chairman. 

Town  Hall,  Newcastle,  15tb  February,  1883. 
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— He  said  it  was  a  little  out  of  order  to  move  the  oODfirmatloii  of 
this  report  to-day,  as  it  had  only  been  presented,  bnt  there  were 
circomsUnees  which  wonld  justify  this  being  done.  For  some  time 
past  the  committee  had  been  endearonring  to  let  Walker  Colliery. 
The  present  tenancy  wonld  expire  on  May  first  The  oommitteehad 
need  all  diligence  to  get  good  tenantSy  and  he  was  glad  they  had 
obtained  Messrs.  Lambert,  who  had  entered  into  a  provisional 
arrangement  with  the  Finance  Committee,  subject  to  the  approTal 
of  the  Council.  He  thought  Mespra  Lambert  were  gentlemen  who 
would  develope  this  important  colliery  to  the  greatest  extent  It 
was  impossible  to  carry  on  a  large  colliery  without  making  contracts ; 
and  as  the  new  tenancy  wonld  commence  on  May  1st,  if  the  con- 
firmation of  this  report  had  to  stand  over  for  a  month,  there  would 
remain  less  than  one  month  in  which  to  make  arrangements  with  the 
lessees,  and  for  the  lessees  to  make  arrangements  for  the  vend  of  the 
output  The  report  had  been  printed  and  distributed  among  the 
members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Aid.  Potter  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamoitd  said  he  thought  the  report  a  fair  one  both  to 
the  lessees  and  to  the  Corporation.  The  lease,  if  required,  was  to  be 
made  to  a  limited  liability  company  with  sofficient  capital ;  and  he 
suggested  the  addition  of  words  to  the  effect  that  a  certain  amount 
of  the  capital  remain  uncalled  up,  except  by  the  authority  of  the 
Corporation.  It  was  highly  desirable  that  a  certain  amount  of 
capital  should  not  be  called  up  without  the  assent  in  writing  of  the 
Corporation  ;  and  it  would  be  at  the  Corporation's  own  risk  and 
peril  if  they  did  away  with  the  responsibilities  of  the  parties  to  whom 
the  colliery  was  let  He  hoped  the  Town  Clerk  had  no  objection  to 
this  suggestion. 

The  Town  Clerk:  None,  whatever. 

Mr.  Aid.  SooTT  said  he  agreed  with  what  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  had 
said ;  but  there  would  always  be  sufficient  stock  on  the  collieiy  to 
pay  any  rent  due. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamokd  :  It  is  not  rent  only,  but  other  things. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  said  the  lease  would  be  drawn  with  the 
clauses  which  were  usually  in  force  in  colliery  leases  in  Northum- 
berland and  Durham;  and  one  clause  which  was  ordinary  and 
common  in  all  such  leases,  was  to  the  effect  that  if  the  rent  due  to 
the  lessors  be  not  paid  within  thirty  days  of  maturity,  the  lessor 
had  power,  without  notice,  to  enter  into  possession,  and  take  the 
live  and  dead  stock,  and  to  terminate  the  lease.  He  had  no 
objection  to  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond's  suggestion.  The  Council  might 
safely  leave  this  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Holmes  said  the  report  stated  that  the  lessees  undertook  in 
the  first  three  years  of  the  term  to  fully  develop  and  work  the  lower 
seam  of  the  colliery.  Was  that  clearly  agreed  upon,  or  was  it  thtt 
the  lessees  should  only  prove  the  seam? 
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Mr.  Aid.  8TKPHEV80V  eaid  the  report  wes  oorreot,  and  he  gafe 
wm  ftTplanetion  of  the  sabject 

The  motion  waa  agreed  to. 

FR0P08ED  KBW  POLIOB  STATION  AT  WS8TOATI  ROAD. 

Mr.  Aid.  PoTTBB  presented  the  following  report  from  the  Watoh 
Committee : — 

The  Watch  Committee  have  to  report  to  the  Conncil  that  the  oarrying  oat 
ol  the  basmeM  of  the  police  force  is  very  considerably  retarded  by  the  present 
eondition  and  inadaptability  of  the  premises  at  the  Westgate  Police  Station, 
owing  to  the  rooms  oeing  small,  ill-veutilated,  and  inconvenient,  and  to  the 
gonerally  dilapidated  sUie  of  the  whole  building. 

The  aooonmiodation  for  the  Fire  Brigade  at  the  Westgate  Station  is 
inadequate,  oaoaing  great  delay  in  cases  of  fire. 

Tour  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  there  should  be  a  proper  and  efficient 
Oe&taral  Fire  Brigade  Station,  and  more  suitable  premises  for  the  transaction 
of  the  polioe  bonness  of  the  Westgate  Distriot.  They  have,  therefore,  had 
piepand  ground  plans  which  shew  that  if  the  present  bnUdings  are  pulled 
down,  new  buildings  can  be  erected,  and  so  arranged  as  to  comprise  a  Central 
Fire  Brigade  Station  for  the  city,  and  police  barnu^  cells  and  offices  for  the 
transaction  of  the  requisite  pohce  business  for  the  district,  including  accom- 
modation for  the  fire  engines  and  apparatus,  quarters  for  the  brigade  men, 
and  stabling  for  the  horses  required  in  connection  with  the  brigade  and  police. 

The  land  is  the  property  of  the  Corporation,  and  there  is  power  to  borrow 
fhe  money  requisite  for  the  erection  of  the  buildings. 

After  full  ooDsideration  of  the  whole  question  your  committee  reoommend 
the  Council  to  confirm  this  report,  and  authorise  them  to  advertise  for  com- 
petitive plans  and  specifications. 

Addison  Porns,  Vioe*Chairman. 

TdwB  Hall,  2&d  March,  1888. 

— ^He  said  it  was  of  very  great  importance  to  the  city  that  the 
polioe  stations  should  be  in  good  order.  The  station  in  Westgate 
Boad  was  an  old  building,  and  not  at  all  adapted  to  be  used  for 
such  a  purpose.  The  Fire  Brigade  had  lately  been  very  much 
inflreaaedy  and  was  in  a  rery  efiident  state  ;  and  it  was  of  great 
importance  that  every  arrangement  should  be  made  to  enable  the 
horses  and  engines  to  be  brought  out  in  as  short  a  space  of  time  as 
possible.  He  was  informed  that,  owing  to  the  smallness  of  the 
engine  house,  the  various  engines  had  to  be  moved  about,  and 
nearly  ten  minutes  passed  before  an  engine  could  be  brought 
oat  for  use.  A  great  deal  of  damage  might  be  done  by  a  fire  in 
those  ten  minutes.  He  would  like  every  member  of  the  Ooundl  to 
go  and  examine  the  Westgate  Police  Station,  and  then  they  would 
be  able  to  judge  as  to  the  need  of  a  new  building. 

PROPOBKD  ISSUB  OF  OOBPOKATION  STOOK. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephsmson  presented  the  following  report,  and  pro- 
posed that  it  be  printed  and  circulated  among  the  members  : — 

The  Finance  Committee,  after  giving  the  matter  very  full  coDsideratioo, 
reoommend  the  Council  to  give  Aect  to  the  provisions  of  the  Newcastle* 
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npon-Tyne  Gori>oration  Loads  Act,  1882,  by  ereatiiiff  and  uniiiff  upon  the 
termB  oontained  in  the  annexed  proepectuB,  stock  to  me  amount  of  £S5O,00Oy 
for  raising  the  varions  snms  of  money  which  will  be  required  for  the  repay- 
ment of  loans  upon  securities  the  terms  of  which  are  about  to  expire,  and 
for  the  various  purposes  for  which  loans  will  shortly  be  required  ;  and  thai 
efibct  a  very  large  saving  in  the  annual  amount  of  interest  payable  by  the 
Corporation  upon  their  loans. 

Wx.  H.  ScsrHBCBoxr. 
Dated  this  Ist  day  of  Marah,  1883. 


KBWOASTLE-trPOF-inni  GOBPORITIOK  8X0CK. 

Interest  at  £3  10s.  per  cent,  per  anoum.    Issue  of  £350,000  Stook  aathoiised 
by  Act  45  and  46  Vict.,  cap.  235. 

DwidencU  payable  haV-yearly  on  Ifi  January  and  lit  Jfdy. 

By  section  42  of  the  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Corporation  Loans  Act,  1882; 
trustees  or  other  persons  authorised  to  invest  money  in  the  mortgages, 
debentores,  or  debenture  stock,  of  any  railway  company,-  have  the  power  of 
investing  such  monev  in  the  purchase  of  the  above  stock  issued  by  the  Cor- 
poration of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

The  CorporaHan  of  Nmoeattle-upon-Tyne  are  prepared  to  receive  qfere  for 
tnnetimts^  t  a  ih/e  above  Uoek, 

The  stock  will  be  issued  at  par  in  sums  of  £10  and  upwarda  being  a 
multiple  of  £10  free  of  Stamp  Duty  and  all  official  charges. 

The  stock  will  be  redeemable  at  par  on  Ist  July,  1936,  unless  previoosly 
cancelled  by  purchase. 

Stockholders  will  be  able  to  obtain,  free  of  stamp  duties  and  all  dhaiges, 
stock  certificates  to  bearer,  transferrable  by  delivery,  with  coupons  entitling 
the  bearer  to  the  dividends. 

Dividends  will  be  paid  half-yearly  on  first  Jannarjr  and  1st  July,  and 
dividend  warrants  will  be  transmitted  by  post  if  desired  by  any  stock- 
holder. 

All  transfers  of  stock  will  be  free  from  stamp  duty  and  all  charges. 

The  stock  will  be  secured  upon  the  rents  and  other  revenues  of  the  Cor- 
poration, except  the  Thorough  Toll,  and  ufjon  the  City  Fund,  the  General 
Kate  authorised  to  be  levied  under  the  provieions  of  the  Newcastie-npon-l^e 
Improvement  Act,  1865,  the  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Improvement  oate^  the 
General  District  Kate,  and  the  Public  Library  Kate. 

The  freehold  landed  estates  of  the  Corporation  extend  over  a  conaideraUo 
area,  and  consist,  in  addition  to  extensive  properties  within  the  cityi 
of  the  Walker  estate,  which  comprises  the  Lordsbip  of  Walker  adjoining 
the  city ;  the  Willington  estate  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river  Tyne;  and  the 
Salt  Meadows  estate  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  in  the  borough  of 
Gateahead ;  together  with  valuable  coal  royalties. 

The  land  is  chiefly  let  on  building  and  improving  leases  for  terms  of  75 
years,  and  will  yearly  become  of  increasing  value  as  the  periods  approach 
when  the  leases  will  fall  in.  A  oonsiderame  number  of  the  leases  will  fall 
in  before  the  date  fixed  for  the  redemption  of  the  stock. 

The  Corporation  are  also  the  owners  of  quays  extending  along  the  moit 
valuable  portion  of  the  river,  and  of  tramways,  parks,  markets,  and  other 
properties  in  the  city,  from  which  a  large  annual  income  is  derivable. 

The  present  yearly  income  of  the  Corporation,  exclusive  of  the  rates,  is  si 
follows  :— 
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fVom  the  City  Fond,  which  indndet  the  eetatea^  odUieriei, 

markets,  and  other  property      £4tf»166 

From  Tramwaya        4,260 

From  package  dnea,  property  acqaired«  and  oranea  erected  on 
theqnay 12,482 


The  present  rateable  yalne  of  the  city  ia  £739,754. 

The  debt  of  the  dty,  according  to  the  laat  i>abliahed  aocoonta,  ia  £758,268, 
including  £114,000  invested  b^  the  Corporation  in  their  own  undertakings, 
and  this  has  been  incurred  m  the  formation  of  a  deep-water  qnav  and 
TarioQs  street  improvements,  constniction  of  tramways,  parohase  of  land 
and  formation  of  parks,  the  erection  of  a  public  library,  and  other  works 
authorised  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

£800^000  of  the  stock  is  issued  for  the  repayment  of  Corporation  mortgagee 
that  have  expired,  or  shortly  will  expire,  and  are  secured  on  the  local  rates, 
fta,  and  the  remainder  will  be  required  for  extenaiona  of  tramways,  street 
improvements,  and  other  public  purposes. 

Provision  is  made  for  the  redemption  of  debt  in  accordance  with  the 
various  Acts. of  Parliament  under  which  the  money  is  authorised  to  be 
borrowed,  and  annual  returns  are  made  to  the  Local  Government  Buard. 

The  reffister  books  of  the  stock  will  be  kept  at  tiie  City  Treasurer's  Office, 
Town  Hall,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  where  stock  certificates  will  be  issued, 
free  of  expense,  to  the  holders,  and  where  assignments  and  transfers  will  be 
registered  free  of  charge. 

All  stock  certificates  will  be  under  the  seal  of  the  City  Council  and 
they  will  be  issued  in  exchange  for  the  interim  receipts,  which  will  be  given 
by  the  bankers  of  the  Corporation,  Messrs.  Woods  and  Co.,  NewcasUe-upon- 
l^e^  when  the  money  is  received  by  them ;  and  interest  will  be  allowed 
from  the  day  of  payment. 

Forma  of  mplioation  and  further  information  may  be  obtained  on  applica- 
tion to  the  Tbwn  Clerk,  or  to  the  City  Treasurer,  Town  Hall,  Newcastle- 
npon-Tjrne.  Hnx  Morux,  Town  Clerk. 

Town  Hall,  Neweastle-upon-Tjrne,  1888. 

Mr.  Dickinson  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  YouLL  said  the  prospectus  did  not  provide,  as  the  Corpora- 
tion Loans  Act  did,  and,  as  was  understood  by  this  Conncil,  that  the 
Thorough  Toll  should  be  exempted  from  the  security  to  be  given 
in  future  by  the  Corporation ;  so  that  the  Council  might  have 
power,  if  they  thought  fit,  to  deal  with  the  question  of  the  Thorough 
Toll  in  future.  When  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond's  deputation  waited  upon 
the  directors  of  the  North  Eastern  Railway  with  respect  to  the 
H^h  Level  Bridge  toll,  it  was  almost  certain  that  the  directors 
would  raise  the  question  of  the  Thorough  Toll. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbnson  :  It  was  quite  understood  at  the  meetings 
of  the  committee  that  the  Through  Toll  is  to  be  excluded. 

Mr.  ToULL  :  That  is  not  slated. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephbsson  :  We  will  take  care  it  is  put  in.  It  is 
proposed  that  the  stock  shall  be  sold  in  sums  as  low  as  £10,  aud 
any  amount  which  is  a  multiple  of  XlO,  so  that  it  will  be  yai  within 
the  power  of  the  humblest  householder  in  the  city  to  be  a  loan 
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oreditor  of  Newcastle  Oorporaiioii.  The  security  is  so  undeniable 
that  I  hope  we  shall  hare  a  large  constitaent^  of  creditoia  among 
those  who  live  in  this  city. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BTS-LAWB  FOB  THB  BRAHDUKG  AND  MOOB  PABK8. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  mo?ed  ''  that  the  bye-laws  for  the  management 
and  regulation  of  the  Leazes  Park  be  extended  and  applied  to  the 
Brandling  Park,  and  to  the  Recreation  Qronnd  on  the  Moor,  called 
the  Town  Moor  Park.*' 

Mr.  C.  S.  Smith  seconded  the  motion. 

▲greed  to. 

OBATUITT  TO  ▲  POUOBUAN. 

Mr.  Aid.  RiDLBT  presented  and  mored  the  confirmation  of  the 
following  report : — 

The  Watch  Committee  have  to  recommend  to  the  Goancii  that  a  retiriiig 
gratuity  of  £6  be  paid  to  polioe  constable  James  Eehnan. 

This  officer  has  served  your  committee  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner,  bat 
is  now  anfit»  from  infirmity  of  body,  for  performms  the  duties  of  a  polioe 
constable  ;  and  your  committee  recommend  the  Council  to  sanction  tiie 
payment  of  this  amount  out  of  the  Police  Superannuation  Fund. 

Thomas  Riplst,  Chairman. 

Town  HaU«  Newcastle,  2nd  March,  1883. 

— He  said  Kelman  had  been  in  the  force  abont  fonr  years,  and  £.5 
was  assumed  to  be  abont  the  amount  he  had  contribnted  to  the 
fund. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gbboson  said  the  proposal  of  the  committee  was 
unworthy  of  the  Corporation.  The  officer  had  lost  his  health  in 
their  service.  He  moved  as  an  amendment  that  the  gratuity  be 
£10. 

Mr.  Aid.  YouNO  seconded  the  amendment. 

The  Ohaibman  :  I  believe  there  is  some  doubt  whether  the 
CouDcil  can  do  what  Mr.  Aid.  Gregson  proposes. 

Mr.  Aid.  RiDLBT :  The  man  is  not  entitled  to  a  penny. 

The  TowH  Clbbk  :  The  recommendation  of  the  Watch  Committee 
is  that  a  grataity  of  £5  be  paid,  and  if  you  do  not  agree  to  that, 
you  may  refer  the  report  back  to  the  Watch  Committee  to  alter  the 
amount 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  Under  the  advice  of  the  Town  Clerk  I  move 
that  the  report  be  referred  back  to  the  Watch  Committee  to  consider 
the  propriety  of  making  the  amount  £10.  The  man  has  contributed 
£5. 

Mr.  Aid.  PoTZBB ;  Not  so  much — £4  16b. 
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Mr.  Aid.  Hamonb  :  I  agree  with  the  Town  Olerk  that  $i\  ihings 
in  which  money  is  concerned  shonld  emanate  from  the  Watch 
Committee. 

Mr.  Nbwton  suggested  that  the  Watch  Committee  shonld  hare 
power  to  act. 

Mr.  AIJ.  Hamohd  :  Tes,  with  power  to  pay  the  £10  if  they 
think  it  advisahle. 

Mr.  Nelson  said  Kelman  was  in  ill  health,  and  might  die  in  the 
meantime. 

The  Chairman  :  The.money  can  he  paid  hy  the  committee,  bat 
it  will  come  before  the  Coandl  for  confirmation.  % 

Mr.  Inolbdew  said  the  Watch  Committee  carefully  considered 
this  matter,  and  were  all  but  unanimous  in  recommending  that  £5 
shonld  be  paid.  It  was  not  altogether  right  that  Kelman  lost  his 
health  in  the  service  of  the  Corporation ;  it  was  true  that,  like  other 
individuals,  he  might  have  lost  his  health  through  being  exposed  to 
the  weather ;  but  it  did  not  follow  that  the  Corporation  had  to 
expend  money  in  giving  retiring  pension&  They  should  take  care 
of  the  public  purse,  and  it  was  these  small  amounts  which  swelled 
the  expenditure.     He  hoped  the  Council  would  confirm  the  report 

Mr.  Cabse  asked  if  it  was  correct,  as  stated  by  the  Town  Clerk, 
that  the  Council  could  not  alter  the  sum  to  £10.  He  remembered 
two  occasions  when  the  committee  recommended  the  payment  of  a 
certain  sum,  and  the  Council  altered  the  sum,  and  ivhy  should  it 
not  be  done  in  this  case  7 

Mr.  Aid.  Grbqson  :  I  press  my  amendment 

Mr.  Aid.  Potteb:  Mr.  Aid.  Gregson's  amendment  cannot  be 
pat,  because  there  is  a  special  law  that  the  Watch  Committee  can 
only  grant  gratuities  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Chief  Constable. 
We  must  have  the  recommendation  of  the  Chief  Constable. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  I  do  not  give  in  to  that  law.  If  the  Chief 
Constable  has  whole  and  sole  control  over  the  police  we  should 
remedy  it. 

Mr.  Aid.  Potteb  :  It  is  in  the  Act 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  The  Act  says  the  Chief  Constable  may 
reoommend,  but  not  that  he  shall  or  must  recommend. 

The  proposal  of  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  was  agreed  to ;  24  voting  for 
and  20  against  it 

THB  WATER  8UFPL7. 

Mr.  YotXLL  presented  the  following  reports  : — 

Laboratory  and  Assay  Office,  76,  Side,  Newoastle-on-Tvnt, 
Fehmary  23rd,  1883. 

I  beg  to  report  that  I  have  analysed  a  rample  of  the  water  supplied  to 
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thit  city  by  the  NewoMtle  and  Gateahead  Water  Company,  taken  by 
me  from  a  tap  in  Dean  Street,  on  tbe  8th  instant,  and  that  I  find  it 
contains  as  follows,  per  gallon  : — 

ToUlMlid  matter  dried  at  nioFttli MhWOcn. 

Ohlorina 0^10   „ 

Phon>liario  add..... ••• • Blight  tnoa 

Nitrogen M nltrattt  9ii4agn, 

▲mmonla ••...•••........    0*001    „ 

AHwn»<woi<i #iwTOonl>  tTt»»«.,...,..t i...»,.t«...i»..»*ttttt-    0*006    i, 

Oxygen  abeorbed  immedl&tely  *t  SQO  Fah d-OU    „ 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  foar  hoora        do.  0068    . 

Hardneaa  before  boiling  <01arke*aaoale) 16-8  degt. 

HArdneaa  after  boiling  one  hoar  (do.) 6-9    m 

BmeU  when  heated  to  100»  Fab None 

Miorosocqiioal  examination Satlifaeteiiy. 

This  sample,  as  well  as  three  others,  tak^  on  the  same  day  from  taps  in 
Elswiok  Road,  Scotswood  Boad,  and  the  Quayside  were  fairly  free  mm 
suspended  matters.    In  other  respects  the  water  is  of  good  qnahty. 

(Signed)    John  PATmnov. 

J.  O.  Tonll,  Esq.,  Vioe-ChairmaQ  of  the  Gas  and  Water  Committee 
of  the  Newoastle-opon-Tyne  City  Council. 


QUANTITT  OF  If  ATIB  IN  8T0BI. 

Whittle  Dene  reservoirs        619,427,007  gftUs. 

Hallington  reservoir 683,979,533     „ 

Colt  Crag  reservoir      748,763,955     „ 

IdtteSwinbam  33,958,159     „ 


Total 


March  1st,  1883. 


1,986,129,344     „ 
Geo.  Smith,  Secretary. 


THE  OA8  BUPPLT. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  presented  the  following  report : — 

Laboratory  and  Assay  Office,  75,  Side,  Newcastle-upon-Tjfns^ 
3rd  March,  1883. 
DsAB  Snt,«I  have  the  honour  of  sending  you  the  results  of  my  exam- 
ination of  tiie  quality  of  the  gas  supplied  to  this  city  by  the  Newoastls- 
upon-Tyne  and  Gateshead  Gas  Company : — 


Date. 

niominating  power 
inipermoandlee. 

SnlphorinlOO 
enbiofeetofgaa. 

Snlphnretted 
hydrogen. 

Feb.    7 

15*8 
15-7 
16-2 
16-0 

5*85  grains. 
5*99       „ 
618       „ 
5-71       „ 

„     15 

„     20 

Maroh2 

1 

Sugg's  No.  1  London  burner  and  the  Metropolitan  Gas  Referees'  sulphur 
testing  apparatus  are  used  in  testing.  According  to  Act  of  Parliament  the 
gas,  when  tested  with  this  apparatus,  should  not  be  of  leas  illuminating 
power  than  15^  standard  sperm  candles,  nor  contain  more  than  20  grains 
of  sulphur  per  100  cubic  feet.  The  gas  shoiUd  also  be  quite  free  from 
sulphurettea  hydrogen. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly,  John  Paxtinson. 

To  Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson,  Chairman  of  the  Gas  and  Water  Committee 
of  the  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  City  Council. 
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Mr.  Aid.  Ridley  moved  '^  That  2iid  class  SergeaDt  Alexander 
Tonnah  be  placed  upon  the  Police  Saperannnation  Fand,  to  the 
benefit  of  which  he  has,  by  age  and  servitude,  become  entitled." 

Mr.  Aid.  PoTTBft  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

SXWBBINa,  PAVIKO,  AND  FLAGOINO. 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLSOH  mored  the  application  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Improvement  Act,  1865,  relating  to  the  for- 
mation of  new  streets,  to  the  streets  underm^tioned  :  —  That 
such  streets  be  sewered,  paved,  and  flagged  with  the  materials, 
according  to  the  manner  and  levels  specified  by  the  Town  Surveyor 
in  his  estimate  of  the  costs  attending  the  several  works.  That 
such  estimate  be  adopted  and  confirmed  by  the  Council,  and  that 
the  requisite  notices  be  forthwith  given  to  the-  respective  owners, 
as  required  by  the  Act: — 


NamtofBOMt. 

PropoMd 

Level  or 

iBolina- 

tion. 

Materials 

and 
Dimengiona 

of  SeweiB 
and  Drains. 

Materials 

for  and 

Width  of 

Materials 
for  and 
Width  of 
FaTement 
or  Canlage 
way. 

Ibtimated 
Cost 

Back  WMUetM  Bo«l  and 
LOy  ATemia 

Back  Moor  Vtow  and  Lttk- 
spur  Tezxaoa,  South  Bnd 

JnWm  Road,  North  Ind 

liaSSO 
liaSO 

linM 

e-inlinaoh 
Plpei. 

do. 
do. 

WMnstone 
Kerb, 

Caithness 
Flags. 

Sftein. 
wide. 

do. 
7ft.  wide. 

Whin  or 
Oxanite 
Chips. 

18  ft.  wide 

do. 

Granite 
Chips. 

88  ft  wide. 

«    s.  d. 

196    8    9 

188  10  10 
148    8    8 

£680  10  10 

Mr.  BiOHABDSON  seconded  the  motion* 
Agreed  to. 

SmOLSTON  HOUSE. 

The  Chairman  said  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Schools 
and  Oharities  Committee  as  to  proposed  alterations  at  Singleton 
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House,  Norihamberland  Street,  voold  alMid  oim.  There  were 
negotiations  still  pending,  which  it  would  he  ineonTenieat  to  say 
anything  aboat  jast  now. 

THE  PUBLIC  LIBBABT. — ^AHNUAL  BSPOBT. 

Mr.  Newtok  moved  the  confirmation  of  the  annual  report  of  the 
Public  Libraries  Committee  (see  appendix).  He  said  he  must 
congratulate  the  Council  upon  the  increasing  success  of  the  Library; 
it  was  developing  beyond  the  hopes  of  the  Library  Committee,  and, 
he  was  sure,  of  the  CoanciL  Although  the  Newcastle  Library  was 
one  of  the  youngest  institutions  of  the  kind  in  the  country,  it  was 
doing  a  larger  share  of  work  than  any  single  library  established 
under  the  Acts.  The  first  point  in  the  report  to  which  he  would 
direct  attention  was  the  decrease  in  the  circulation.  That,  at  first 
sight,  might  bethought  a  subject  of  regret ;  but  when  inquired 
into  it  was  the  contrary.  The  decrease  was  due  to  the  fact  that  for 
64i  working  days  the  library  was  closed,  owing  to  alterations 
which  were  being  carried  out ;  and  another  cause  was  that  the  staff 
were  impeded  in  their  work,  and  the  public  subjected  to  great 
inconvenience,  owing  to  the  small  space  in  the  temporary  room  ; 
and  the  wonder  was  that  the  circulation  continued  as  high  as  it  did. 
On  September  1,  1882,  and  the  sixteen  following  working  days, 
which  completed  the  library  year,  16,280  books  were  issued,  or  a 
daily  average  of  1,017*5,  being  178  more  than  the  daily  average 
issues  over  the  other  part  of  the  year ;  showing  that  the 
new  arrangements  were  appreciated  by  the  public.  With 
regard  to  the  circulation  of  prose  fiction,  the  issues  in  1881 
amounted  to  43*63  of  the  gross  issues,  which  was .  ooasider- 
ably  below  the  average  circulation  of  fiction  at  other  principal 
libraries.  In  1882  the  issues  had  amounted  to  5661,  being 
fu  increase  of  nearly  13  per  cent  Oat  of  5,210  volumes 
added  to  the  library  in  two  years  2,414  had  been  in  the  fiction  class, 
and  many  of  these  works  were  in  three  volumes,  and  the  issue  of 
each  work  of  this  description  counted  as  three  in  circulatioa  A 
reference  to  table  5  was  encouraging,  as  it  showed  that,  although 
there  had  been  an  increase  in  the  issaes  of  prose  fiction  in  Newcastle, 
the  position  of  the  Newcastle  library  was  highly  satisfactory  as 
compared  with  other  towns.  It  would  be  gratifying  to  the  Oouncil 
to  know  that  Dickens,  Lytton,  Scott,  and  Thackeray  were  amongst 
the  most  popular  authors  in  the  fiction  department ;  during  last 
year  14,288  issues  had  been  made  from  the  works  of  these  four  authors. 
Out  of  every  eight  volumes  issued  in  this  department  one  had 
belonged  to  one  or  other  of  these  four  celebrated  authors.  This  was 
very  encouraging,  for  people  had  much  better  read  the  works  of  such 
authors  than  a  good  deal  of  the  philosophical  trash  published  in 
these  times.  The  juvenile  department  was  wonderfully  increasing, 
and  it  was  very  encouraging  to  find  that  many  youngsters,  who 
enjoyed  the  reading  afforded  by  the  library,  had  given  to  the  library 
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books  whioh  they  had  had  at  home.  It  was  now  proposed  that  the 
age  at  which  they  woald  be  admitted  should  be  reduced  from  14 
years  to  12  years.  The  newsroom  had  been  a  great  snccess,  but 
one  fault  had,  with  great  reason,  been  found,  and  that  was  as  to  the 
limited  space.  The  arerage  number  of  readers  was  1,804  per  day. 
From  morning  till  ereniug  the  newsroom  was  so  packed  that 
frequently  people,  who  wished  to  use  the  room,  could  only  look  in  and 
pass  on.  He  hoped  the  time  was  not  far  distant  when  the 
committee  would  be  able  to  extend  the  facilities  offered  in  this 
department.  The  committee  were  negotiating  with  the  trustees  of 
the  Thomlinson  Library,  with  a  view  to  it  being  incorporated  with 
the  Reference  Department  of  the  Public  Library,  and  if  some 
measure  of  this  kind  was  not  speedily  taken  that  very  valuable 
collection  would  be  sacrificed  to  the  bookworm  and  to  decay.  There 
was  a  fair  prospect  of  the  Thomlinson  Library  being  transferred  to 
the  Public  Library,  and  he  hoped  that  any  member  of  the  Council 
who  had  influence  with  the  trustees  would  assist  the  committee  in 
this  matter.  There  had  been  many  presentations  of  books  made  to 
the  library ;  but  not  so  many  as  they  had  reason  to  anticipate  or 
the  merits  of  the  institution  demanded.  iDfluential  gentlemen  in 
this  district  who  had  large  surplus  stocks  of  books,  had  been 
angularly  behindhand  in  supporting  the  library.  Among 
the  donations  received  was  a  large  paper  edition  (25  copies 
only  printed)  of  ''  Northumberland  Minstrelsy,"  presented  by  the 
Bey.  Dr.  Bruce ;  361  volumes  of  parliamentary  reports,  &c,  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Burt,  M.P.,  a  valuable  collection  of  works  upon  <<  The 
races,  antiqnities,  and  industries  of  our  Indian  Empire,*'  from 
the  Marquis  of  Hartington;  and  the  publications  of  the  Royal 
Geographical  Society  from  Dr.  Spence  Watson.  He  hoped  during 
the  present  year  the  library  would  receive  an  ample  supply  of 
donations.  The  Reference  Library  was  rapidly  approaching  to  a 
state  when  the  public  might  be  admitted.  The  committee  trusted, 
before  the  end  of  the  year,  to  be  able  to  invite  the  Mayor  to  take 
part  in  the  ceremony  of  inviting  the  public  to  this  section  of  the 
Institution ;  and  when  it  was  opened  he  was  sure  the  committee 
would  show,  through  the  ability  the  Chief  Librarian  had  displayed 
in  assisting  them  in  selecting  valuable  works,  a  Reference  Library, 
which,  although  not  large,  would  be  one  of  the  most  useful  in  the 
liorth  of  England.  The  Educational  Department  was  a  relic  of  the 
old  Mechanic's  Listitute,  and  was  ably  presided  over  by  Mr.  Aid. 
Gregson.  Nearly  500  young  and  middle  aged  persons  of  both 
sexes  attended  the  classes  during  the  past  year,  being  an  increase  of 
nearly  40  students  over  the  previous  year.  The  committee  had 
reason  to  congratulate  themselves  upon  the  success  which  had 
attended  the  library,  which  was  an  institution  which  not  only 
conferred  great  blessings  upon  people  of  all  ages,  all  shades  of 
opinion,  and  all  occupations  in  life  in  the  present  time,  but  would  do 
so  as  long  as  the  Oity  of  Newcastle  existed. 
Mr.  Aid.  Stewart  seconded  the  motion. 
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Mr.  Babkab  said  he  could  not  say  that  he  took  quite  so  losy  a 
Tiew  as  Mr.  Newton  did  from  the  issnes  on  the  sixteen  days  after 
September  1,  1882.  The  dailj  issue  on  each  of  those  dajs  was 
1,017  Tolames ;  bat  the  Coancil  most  bear  in  mind  that  the  libraiy 
had  been  closed,  and  that  persons  who  came  to  the  library  then  got 
practically  new  voinmes ;  and  that  aoconnted  for  the  large  issnes  on 
those  sixteen  days.  At  present  the  issues  were  about  700  or  800 
per  day ;  and  this  was  a  large  issue.  At  the  best  general  library 
in  the  town — the  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society's— only  105 
Tolumes  were  issued  per  day,  and  55  of  them  were  magarines  and 
only  50  were  really  books.  In  regard  to  the  increase  of  the  issnes 
of  what  was  called  **  light  literature,*'  he  believed  the  light  literature 
of  to-day  was  quite  as  good  as  some  of  the  more  philosophical  and 
abstruse  literature  which  some  ventured  to  read;  and  so  far  as 
classic  literature  was  concerned,  he  regretted  that  some  of  the 
Tolumes  in  the  library  were  not  burnt  by  tiie  great  fire  at  Alexandria 
about  two  thousand  years  ago.  He  trusted  the  appeal  of  Mr. 
Newton  for  gifts  of  books  would  reach  the  eyes  of  gentlemen  who 
had  surplus  volumes,  and  that  they  would  aid  in  stocking  the 
Reference  Library.  There  were  about  6,000  volumes  in  the 
Reference  Library;  there  should  be  nearly  60,000;  but  the  funds 
at  the  disposal  of  the  committee  would  enable  them  to  purdhase  only 
20,000. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  asked  whether  the  committee  ooutd  not 
carry  out  what  had  been  the  expressed  wish  of  the  Oouncil  ever 
since  the  opening  of  the  library,  and  establish  branch  libraries  in 
different  parts  of  the  city.  Elswick  ward  contained  about  one-third 
of  the  voting  power  of  the  city,  and  represented  about  one- fourth  of  the 
rateable  valae ;  and  persons  living  at  Elswick,  wishing  to  go  to  the 
Free  Library,  had  to  walk  one  mile  and  a  half  to  the  library,  and 
one  mile  and  a  half  back,  and  perhaps  did  not  find  what  they  wished. 
People  living  in  Elswick,  Westgate,  and  Byker  wards  were  debarred 
from  the  advantage  enjoyed  by  the  residents  in  what  he  might  call 
the  metropolitan  wards.  It  had  been  suggested  that  the  Board 
Schools  should  be  made  use  of  for  district  libraries,  and  he  did  not 
think  there  would  be  the  slightest  indisposition  on  Uie  part  of  the 
School  Board  to  lend  the  schools  at  Westmorland  Road,  Bentinck, 
Byker,  and  St  Peter's  for  such  a  purpose. 

Mr.  Dixon  said  he  could  bear  testimony  to  the  desire  there  was 
for  the  opening  of  branch  libraries,  and  if  the  Board  Schools  could 
be  utilis^  for  the  purpose,  the  wanf  might  be  supplied. 

Mr.  Oliver  said  that  some  time  ago  he  visited  the  Thomlinson 
Library,  and  was  extremely  interested  in  seeing  the  large  number 
of  illuminated  manuscripts;  and  on  visiting  the  library  again  he  found 
some  of  the  illuminations  were  gone,  and  was  told  by  the  curator 
that  they  had  been  cut  out  and  Uken  away.  The  library  contsined 
valuable  works  in  old  English,  such  as  could  not  now  be  purchased. 
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It  was  desirable  that  these  books  should  be  remoyed  to  a  better 
place,  and  taken  better  care  of. 

Mr.  Inolsdbw  :  Thomlinson's  library,  I  think,  is  a  theological 
library. 

Mr.  Cabse  said  the  committee  had  orer  and  over  again  considered 
the  question  of  opening  branch  libraries,  but,  with  the  amoant  of 
money  at  their  disposal,  the  opening  of  branch  libraries^'woold 
weaken  the  central  library  to  a  great  extent  In  Elswick  ward  there 
were  4,058  ticket  holders,  which  was  by  far  the  largest  nnmber  of 
ticket  holders  in  any  ward,  and  this  showed  one  of  two  things — 
either  that  the  Elswick  people  wanted  a  branch  library,  or  that  they 
did  not  object  to  go  to  the  central  library.  He  was  not  opposed  to 
branch  libraries  being  established ;  but  the  committee  were  not  in 
a  position  to  do  so  at  present.  The  question  of  the  transferrence  of 
the  Thomlinson  Library  was  under  the  consideration  of  the  committee, 
and  he  belieTed  there  was  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  trustees 
to  meet  their  wishes.  There  were  abo?e  one  thousand  books  named 
in  the  catalogue  of  Thomlinson's  Library  which  could  not  now  be 
found.  Ohurohmen  must  not  be  blamed  alone,  but  dissenters  also ; 
there  was  an  entry  of  two  yolumes  to  a  dissenting  minister 
eight  or  nine  years,  and  the  books  had  never  come  back.  There 
were  in  the  Reference  Library  about  7,000  excellent  volumes,  of 
great  interest  and  value;  and  the  average  price  per  volume  had  been 
10s.  5|d.  Copies  of  many  of  these  books  could  not  be  found 
between  Newcastle  and  London.  It  was  proposed  to  open  the 
Reference  Library  when  there  were  in  it  about  12,000  volumes ; 
and  the  library  would  have  to  grow  and  grow  for  years  to  come. 
He  noticed  some  time  ago  that  a  writer  in  the  Ea^ess  stated  that 
Br.  IL  S.  Watson  had  used  the  public  money  to  place  in  the  library 
books  in  favour  of  his  own  particular  views.  That  statement  was 
untrue;  Dr.  Watson  had  never,  so  far  as  he  (Mr.  Oarse)  knew, 
intruded  his  opinions  in  the  purchase  of  books,  llie  committee  were 
greatly  indebted  to  the  Chief  Librarian,  Mr.  Haggerston,  who  was 
the  right  man  in  the  right  place,  for  the  excellent  way  in  which  the 
library  was  arranged. 

Mr.  CuLLBT  said  that,  if  there  was  no  prospect  of  having  a  branch 
library  established  at  Elswick  at  the  present  time,  a  branch  reading 
room  might  be  established  at  once. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gbeosok  said  it  was  ridiculous  to  establish  newsrooms, 
as  any  working  man  could  offord  to  purchase  newspapers.  Hie  only 
objection  he  had  to  the  Free  Library  was  the  nnmber  of  newspapers 
in  the  room;  and  the  space  so  occupied  might  be  used  for  a  great 
deal  better  purpose. 

Mr.  Newton  said  the  suggestions  of  Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  and 
other  gentlemen  would  receive  careful  consideration. 

The  motion  for  the  confirmation  of  the  report  was  agreed  to 
unanimously. 
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THE  PUBUO  LIBRABT. — BBAMD'S  HISTOBT  OF  HIWOABTLB. 

Mr.  Nkwtok  moved  the  confirmatioxi  of  the  report  of  the  Pablio 
Library  Committee,  recommending  that  Brand's  manascript  notes  of 
his  historj  of  Newcastle,  d^x,  be  placed  in  the  Reference  Department 
of  the  Public  Library  [p.  131].  He  said  these  manoscripta  were 
now  in  the  mnniment  room  of  the  Corporation,  and  the  Pablio 
Library  would  be  a  more  proper  place  for  them. 

Mr.  Aid.  SrswutT  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephbksoh  hoped  the  Council  would  not  confirm  the 
report  This  was  not  the  first  time  application  had  been  made 
to  the  Coundl  with  respect  to  Brand's  manuscript  notes.  On 
September  10,  1845,  an  application  was  made  to  the  Council  on 
behalf  of  Messrs.  Richardson,  printers  and  publishers,  Newcastle, 
for  the  loan  of  Brand's  manuscript  notes,  and  the  application  was 
referred  to  the  Finance  Committee;  and  at  the  meeting  of  the  Gonncil 
on  January  14, 1846, ''  Mr.  Hodgson  presented  the  subjoined  report 
from  the  Finance  Committee  on  the  petition  of  Messrs.  Richardson, 
booksellers  and  printers,  for  the  'loan  of  the  manuscript  volumes  of  the 
late  Rev.  John  Brand,  in  the  possession  of  the  Corporation ' : — *  We, 
the  Finance  Committee,  baring  considered  the  prayer  of  the  within 
memorial,  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  put  the  manu- 
scripts applied  for  into  the  hands  of  the  memorialists.'"  Mr. 
Hodgson,  who  was  then  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  mored 
that  the  report  be  received  and  confirmed ;  there  was  a  short  discus- 
sion, and  the  motion  was  almost  unanimously  agreed  to.  He  did 
not  see  that  there  was  any  better  reason  now  for  the  Council  parting 
with  this  yaluable  manuscript,  which  was  in  safe  custody  in  the 
muniment  room  in  the  Town  Hall,  and  under  the  care  of  the  Town 
Clerk.  The  Council  by  unanimously  adopting  the  annual  report 
of  the  Public  Library  Committee  had  shown  they  had  confidence 
in  them ;  and  he  hoped  Mr.  Ne?rton  would  withdraw  his  present 
motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  TouNG :  In  what  condition  are  the  mannsoriptaf 

The  Town  Clbbk  :  They  are  in  very  excellent  condition,  and  are 
bound  up  in  18  rolumes. 

Mr.  Bell:  Does  any  inhabitant  of  the  town  erer  ask  to  look  at 
them? 

The  Towxr  Clebx:  I  hare  never  had  any  application. 

Mr.  Cabsb  thought  nobody  ever  knew  until  now  that  Brand's 
manuscripts  were  in  the  Corporation  muniment  room.  Mr.  Aid. 
Stephenson  had  referred  to  an  application  for  the  manuscripts  for  a 
private  purpose;  whilst  the  present  application  was  to  have  the 
mannsoripts  made  available  to  the  public  in  the  Pablio  Libnury. 
The  manuscripts  were  no  value  whatever  to  the  public  whilst  kepi 
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in  the  mmkiment  room.  The  committee  did  not  ask  for  any  dharlers, 
•tMoped  docaments,  or  anything  referring  to  the  property  of  the 
Gorpwation,  bat  simply  for  Brand's  mannscript  notes ;  and  they 
would  be  in  safe  enstody  in  the  library.  The  only  ohanoe  of  loss 
wonld  be  by  fire ;  and  there  was  the  same  risk  at  the  Town  BUU 
•8  at  the  library.  The  Corporation  ought  not  to  hide  such  valuable 
manuscripts. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamohd  said  he  strongly  supported  Mr.  Aid.  Stephen- 
son. The  Conncil  should  remember  that  the  major  part  of  the 
Corporation  charters  formed  part  and  parcel  of  the  manuscripts  and 
history  of  tbe  Rev.  Mr.  Brand.  People  could  buy  the  printed 
Tolnme  of  Brand's  history.  If  the  manuscripts  were  placed  in  the 
Public  Library  the  public  would  be  able  to  pry  into  them,  and  some 
people  not  over  favourable  to  municipal  Corporations  or  institutions, 
might  try  to  ferret  out  in  the  manuscripts  matters  which  were  not  in 
Brand's  printed  book.  It  behoved  the  Council  to  keep  fast,  safe, 
and  sure  that  which  had  been  handed  down  to  them. .  The 
maauBcripts  were  the  property  of  the  Corporation,  and  were  never 
intended  to  be  distributed  to  the  public  at  large. 

Mr.  Olivxr:  Would  it  not  be  well  to  have  the  manuscripts 
displayed  once  a  year  7     How  do  we  know  they  are  there  ? 

Mr.  RioHA&DSOir :  The  Town  Clerk  says  they  are  there. 

Mr.  Calvbrt  was  very  sorry  to  seem  to  speak  against  gentlemen 
of  so  much  more  experience  in  town  matters  than  he  was ;  but  it 
seemed  to  him  that,  if  the  knowledge  contained  in  the  manuscripts 
was  valuable,  it  would  be  more  valuable  if  diffused ;  and  the  way  to 
diffuse  the  knowledge  was  by  placing  the  manuscripts  in  tbe  Free 
Library.  The  information  as  to  the  charters  could  not  be  utilized 
when  U&e  manuscripts  were  locked  up  in  the  muniment  room. 

Mr.  Nkwton  said  the  manuscripts,  if  handed  to  the  Public 
Libraries  Committee  would  be  kept  in  safe  custody,  and  no  one 
would  see  ihem  without  a  special  permit  from  the  Librarian,  and 
would  be  inspected  under  his  own  eyes.  If  the  manuscripts  were 
public  property  the  public  should  have  easy  access  to  them. 

Mr.  J.  Babkeb  Ellis  :  Can  the  public  have  access  to  them 
here? 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamohd  :  No ;  nobody  has  access  to  them  except  the 
Town  Clerk. 

Mr.  BioHABPSOv :  Tou  might  as  well  ask  to  have  access  to  our 
deeds. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphinson  :  People  can  buy. a  printed  eogj  of  Brand's 
bistory. 

The  Towv  Clbbk  :  Before  you  vote  on  this  matter  I  think  it  is 
my  duty  strongly  to  advise  you  not  to  part  with  these  documents ; 
and  I  have  very  good  reasons  for  so  adfising. 
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Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  When  we  were  building  this  Town  Hall  the 
then  Town  Olerk  told  me  he  had  in  his  custody  some  of  the  most 
▼alnable  docnments  in  the  oonntry,  docnments  that  were  prieeleBS, 
and  he  wanted  to  have  a  secnre  place  for  them  before  he  parted  with 
them. 

The  Council  Toted  as  follows : — 

FoK  Mb.  Nxwton's  Motiok  i—Alderman  Stewart ;  Gonnoillon  OliTer* 
Cane,  Bell,  IngledeWp  CalTert,  Stepheni,  Cook,  Newton.  Saiton,  Famefl' 
and  BarkM— 12. 

Against  thi  Motiof  :— Aldermen  Angus,  Stephenson,  Potter,  Yonnfl* 
Hamond,  -  Greffson,  Soott,  Gail,  Wilson,  and  Bidley ;  Councillors  Bichara* 
son,  Dobson,  Jackson,  Culley,  W.  Wibon,  Quin,  C.  S.  Smith,  Owen,  Cntter 
Sanderson,  W.  Scott,  Hepworth,  J.  Bsrker  Ellis,  Holmes,  Temple,  Sohole- 
field,  and  Hepbnrn — ^27. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

SUNDAY  TBAFFIO  OH  TRAMWAYS. 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLSov  said  the  Town  Improvement  Committee  bad 
reported  on  the  question  of  Snnday  traffic  on  the  tramways  [p.  130]. 
The  lessees  of  the  tramways  stated  that  they  had  reduced  the 
Sunday  running  of  tramcars,  and  running  commenced  at  12*30  pan. 
and  continued  till  10  p.  m.,  and  they  were  not  prepared  to  make  any 
further  reduction,  bat  they  were  willing  to  negotiate  with  the 
Council  for  the  entire  cessation  of  Sunday  work,  provided  the 
Council  would  grant  a  reasonable  reduction  of  the  rent 

Mr.  Stephens  said  that  be  brought  this  subject  before  the 
Council  for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  reduction  of  the  Sunday  traffic 
on  the  tramway,  and  not  the  entire  abolition  of  it  He  was  not  so 
narrow-minded  as  to  say,  that,  although  he  had  a  carriage  and 
horses  of  his  own,  he  would  prevent  other  people  from  riding  in  the 
cars  on  the  Sunday.  He  knew  the  tramcars  were  supported  by  a 
considerable  number  of  so-called  religious  people.  He  had 
maintained  that  the  lessees,  by  decreasing  the  hours  of  work,  would 
very  much  enhance  the  value  of  their  horses,  and  keep  them  in 
better  condition,  and  so  tend  to  greater  economy.  A  strong  public 
feeling  had  been  brought  against  the  lessees  because  of  the  long 
hoars  the  men  and  horses  were  worked ;  and  it  had  seemed  to  him 
that  if  the  Council  could  have  induced  the  lessees  to  run  only  half 
the  tramcars  on  the  Sundays,  one-half  of  the  men  could  have  had 
holiday  every  alternate  Sunday.  He  did  not  feel  inclined  to  give 
the  lessees  £700  per  annum,  which,  he  believed,  was  about  the 
amount  they  wished  for  giving  up  the  Sunday  traffic. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  :  £750. 

Mr.  Stephens  suggested  that  the  report  be  referred  to  the  com" 
mittee,  with  instructions  to  inform  the  lessees  that  the  Council 
declined  to  pay  any  such  sum;  and  that  what  was  desired  was  to 
have  fewer  cars  run  on  Sunday. 
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Mr.  C.  &  Smith  said  the  lessees  stated  that  every  man  in  their 
service  had  the  opportunity  of  going  off  on  the  Sunday,  if  he  chose 
to  ask. 

Mr.  Stbphens  :  A  man  can  have  a  Sunday  holiday  if  he  likes, 
but  he  has  to  pay  for  another  man  to  do  the  work  for  him. 

Mr.  Cabsb  said  the  Sunday  running  of  tramcars  had  been 
established ;  and  on  Sunday  afternoons  and  nights  the  tramcars  in 
Jesmond  Boad  could  not  supply  the  want,  and  there  were  breaks  in 
use  driven  by  most  disreputable  people.  The  traffic  had  been 
created  j  and  if  the  cars  were  withdrawn  on  Sundays,  the  condition 
of  affidrs  would  become  ten  times  worse  than  at  present 

Kg  resolution  was  proposed,  and  the  discussion  ceased. 

PBOPOSBO  Z^EASl  OF  THB  TOWN  MOOR  COAL. 

Mr.  Aid.  'Stephenson  moved  the  confirmation  of  the  report  of 
the  Finance  Ck>mmittee  recommending  that  leases  be  granted  to  the 
Ekwick  Coal  Company  and  Mr.  W.  Cochrane  Can:  of  the  Town 
Moor  coal  [p.  137.] 

Mr.  Aid.  SooTT  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  there  were  some  important  points  in 
connection  with  the  coal  referred  to  in  the  report,  and  it  behoved 
the  Coondl  to  be  careful  as  to  what  they  did.  He  believed  there  was 
very  good  fimndation  for  what  Sir  Wm.  Armstrong  said  a  few  years 
ago  respecting  ^e  great  increase  in  the  output  of  coal  in  Northum- 
berland and  Durham.  Before  the  termination  of  the  42  years  for 
which  the  leases  were  to  be  given,  the  coal  under  the  Moor  and 
Leaees  would  become  very  valuable ;  and  by  that  time  there  would 
he  about  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  inhabitants  in  Newcastle. 
According  to  the  report,  the  lessees  had  to  pay  a  rent  of  £200 
«  year,  *^  to  be  made  up  of  workings  at  5d.  per  ton  ;  *'  and,  if  they 
did  not  work,  there  would  be  no  rent. 

Mr.  Aid.  SxxPHBNBON  :  No,  there  is  a  certain  rent. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  According  to  the  report,  if  they  do  not  work 
there  is  no  certain  rent. 

Mr.  Aid.  SooTT  :  That  is  only  the  wording  of  it. 

Mr.  AkL  HAMoifD :  It  should  be  worded  ptofntrly.  There  «  «o 
tentalerent 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  :  There  is. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  It  was  proposed  to  let  to  the  Elswick  Coal 
Oonpcny  350  acres  of  the  coal  under  the  Leazes,  and  part  was 
ondv  the  Barracks  and  the  Leaoes  Park.  He  strongly  objected  to 
let  l^e  roydky  under  the  Park  or  tlie  Barracks.  There  -was  no 
provision,  so  far  as  he  could  see,  for  damage  from  subsidence.  Were 
the  Ooundl,  for  the  sake  of  £200  a  year,  to  run  the  risk  of  having 
the  water  drained  from  the  lake  in  the  Leazes  Park,  or  destroying 
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the  splendid  flow  of  water  on  the  LeazeB,  whioh  was  used  by  the 
freemen's  cowsf  Ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  years  henoe  more  rent 
might  be  got  for  the  royalty  than  now.  If  the  lesseee  worked  oat 
the  ooal  in  twenty  five  years*  time,  there  was  no  provision  for  them 
paying  anything  more. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stkphemsoh:  There  will  be  a  break ;  that  is  to  be  pat 
in. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamohd  :  There  was  no  break  mentioned  in  the  report, 
and  in  his  judgment,  speaking  on  behalf  of  the  bargesses  who  were 
the  owners  of  the  royalty,  there  ought  U>  be  a  mntaal  break  every 
six  years,  upon  twelve  months*  notice.  Those  members  of  the 
Goancil  who  were  living  twenty-five  years  hence  might  find  the 
Durham  and  Northamberland  coalfields  all  but  worked  oat;  and  he 
had  good  authority  for  saying  that  Elswick  Colliery  was  not  far 
from  that  position.  He  appealed  to  the  Town  Clerk  as  to  whether 
he  (Mr.  Aid.  Hamond)  was  right  or  wrong  in  objecting  to  letting 
the  royalty  under  the  Barracks.  He  did  not  think  Uie  Counol 
had  a  right  to  do  so  without  the  consent  of  the  War  Office. 

The  Town  Clerk  :  Ton  ought  not  to  do  it 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamohd  :  He  was  glad  to  hear  the  Town  Clerk  say 
that  That  did  away  with  the  lease  of  the  350  acres  to  the  Elswick 
Coal  Company.  It  would  be  highly  inexpedient  to  work  any  portion 
of  the  royalty  under  the  Leazes  Park  or  its  neighbourhood;  and,  if 
it  was  worked,  the  Council  would  soon  lose  in  paying  for  damage 
double  or  treble  the  money  received  from  the  lessees.  If  the  Counol 
wished  to  grant  a  lease  of  the  Leazes  coal  to  the  Elswick  Coal 
Company,  Uie  royalty  under  the  Barracks  and  the  Leazes  Park  and 
its  surroundings  should  be  excluded  from  it  As  to  the  proposed 
lease  to  Mr.  Cochrane  Carr,  he  doubted  the  prudence  of  granting  it 
under  any  circumstances;  and  he  suggested  that  it  be  referred  back 
to  the  committee  for  careful  enquiry.  No.  2  district  included  the 
race  ground,  the  inner  circle  of  the  race  course,  and  the  new 
Recreation  Ground  and  Bull  Park. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  :  It  does  not  include  the  Bull  Park 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  It  came  to  Gallowgate,  and  took  in  the  Bull 
Park  and  Recreation  Ground,  and  these  parts  ought  to  be  left  out 
The  Council  should  pause  before  leasing  the  royalty  under  the 
places  he  had  mentioned,  otherwise  irreparable  damage  would  be 
sustained. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stepbensoh  :  It  is  all  provided  for. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  The  Leazes  Park  is  not  provided  for.  The 
Town  Clerk  has  told  you  that  the  royalty  under  the  Barracks 
ought  to  be  excluded,  and  I  think  he  will  also  tell  you  that  the 
royalty  under  the  Leazes  Park  should  also  be  excluded. 

The  Town  Clerk  :  I  think  it  should. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  I  thmk  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Council  to  act 
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upon  the  advici;  of  the  Town  Clerk,  and  exclnde  from  the  Elswick 
Coal  Company's  lease  those  portions  of  the  royalty.  I  am  altogether 
against  the  lease  to  Mr.  Carr. 

Mr  Aid.  Stiphssson  :  I  think  it  wonld  have  been  better  if  I 
had  made  a  statement  of  the  facts  at  the  beginning. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamohd  moved  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  Wm .  Bhith  seconded  the  motion  for  adjournment.  He  said 
one  condition  stated  in  the  report  was  that  *'  no  surface  operations 
to  be  made  on  the  land  of  the  proposed  demises.**  Were  the 
Coonoil  to  understand  there  would  be  no  buildings  put  upon  the 
laodl 

Mr.  Aid.  Stxphbhtsoh  :  No  machinery  or  buildings  are  to  be  put 
down  on  the  land. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith  said  there  was  no  doubt  that  by  working  the 
top  seam  there  had  been  a  great  many  in-falls  caused  at  the  Nun's 
Moor,  and  it  would  be  the  same  with  other  portions  of  the  ground 
if  the  coal  were  worked.  The  Corporation  had  the  right  to  the 
coal ;  but  it  had  recently  been  decided  that  those  who  owned  the 
nirfaoe  or  the  herbage  could  stop  the  working,  or  make  them  pay 
for  any  damage.  If  the  royalty  was  let,  and  in-falls  took  place  the 
freemen  might  make  a  heavy  claim  against  the  Corporation. 

Mr.  Aid.  STaPHBHSoir  said  he  was  willing  to  adjourn  the  dis- 


The  discnssion  was  adjourned,  and  the  meeting  concluded. 
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COUNCIL     MEETING 


WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  21,  188S. 


A  MBETiNo  of  the  Council  was  held,  Uhdaj,  in  the  Conneil  Chamber, 
the  Mayor  (Mr.  Thos.  Geo.  Gibson)  in  the  chair.  There  were  also 
present — the  Bheriff;  Aldermen  Ridley,  Oail,  Wilson,  Stewart, 
Plommer,  Hamond,  Soott,  Milvain,  Hedley,  GregBon,  Potter,  Aagas, 
Young,  and  Stephenson ;  Councillors  Winter,  J.  Barker  Ellis,  Qoin, 
Schol&eld,  Hepworth,  Yonll,  Car8e,Dickin80ii,  Dobson,  Wm.  Smith, 
Nelson,  Andersen,  Calvert,  Bell,  Newton,  Dixon,  €)ttt4er,  Oliver, 
Hedlej,  Barkas,  Hepburn,  Wilson,  Holmes,  RMiardson,  O.  6. 
Smith,  Fumess,  JosqA  B.  Ellis,  Sanderson,  Beiusell,  Soott^  Qnty, 
Culley,  Temple,  Sutton,  and  Cook. 

The  Town  Olsrk  read  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
preyions  meeting,  and  they  were  confirmed. 

THB  DEATH  OF  THR  XATOUSft. 

The  Matob  :  Gentlemen,  before  proceeding  with  any  business, 
allow  me  to  express  my  heartfelt  thanks  for  your  expression  of 
sympathy  accorded  to  me  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council 

THB  SHaaiFF. 

The  Mayor  :  I  am  sure  you  will  all  join  with  me  in  expressing 
pleasure  at  seeing  our  friend,  the  -Sheriff,  once  more  in  the  Coancil 
Chamber. 

THB  NEWCASTLE  GRAIN  AED  OHRBRAL  WAREHOUSING  OOMPANT. 

Mr.  R.  Knothe,  chairman,  and  Dr.  R  Spenoe  Watson,  solicitor, 
of  the  Newcastle  Grain  and  General  Warehousing  Company, 
Limited,  attended  as  a  deputation  from  the  Company  to  support  the 
application  for  a  reduction  of  rent,  ke» 

Dr.  Watson  said  he  had  been  requested  to  offer  some  remarks  to 
the  members  of  the  Corporation  as  to  the  request  which  had  been 
made  by  the  Warehousing  Company  for  certain  remissions  and  con- 
siderations. He  would  state  nothing  which  he  could  not  gire 
authority  for,  if  any  gentleman  present  wished  to  haye  it  Erery 
gentleman  had  had  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee, 
in  which  were  set  forth  the  four  requests  made  on  behalf  of  the  Ware- 
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houBing  Company.  The  request  respecting  the  Package  Daea 
was  withdrawn;  it  affected  goods  in  transit,  and  did  not  so 
immediately  concern  the  Warehousing  Company  as  it  was 
supposed  to  concern  the  trade  of  the  Tyne,  but  the  Finande 
Committee  did  not  take  that  view  of  it,  and  the  matter  was 
entirely  withdrawn.  The  points  on  which  he  had  to  speak 
were:  First,  the  reduction  of  rent;  second,  payment  for  the 
rails  on  the  Qaay;  and  third,  the  Cranage  Dues.  The  Com- 
pany held  from  the  Corporation  4,863  square  yards  of  land  at 
the  North  Shore,  at  a  perpetual  rent  charge  of  £1,327  6s.  9d., 
which  he  believed  was  4  per  cent  upon  £33,183  10s.,  the  price  at 
which  the  Company  had  the  right  of  redeeming  the  rent  charge  up 
to  the  end  of  1903.  If  not  redeemed  then  the  rent  charge  of 
£1,327  6s.  9d.  would  continue  to  be  paid ;  and  at  the  end  of  each 
hundred  years  there  was  to  be  a  re-adjustment  according  to  the 
price  of  com.  In  all  cases  where  a  tenant  was  unable  to  pay  his 
rent,  he  came  to  his  landlord  and  sought  for  a  remission  of  it  In 
this  case  the  Company  had  not  come  to  the  Corporation  until  it  had 
tried  everything,  it  had  called  up  the  whole  of  its  share  capital,  and 
had  really  exhausted  all  its  resources,  and  now  finding  after 
three  years*  trial  that  it  was  not  able  to  make  its  rent,  came  to  its 
landlord  and  asked  for  a  remission.  This  was  a  thing  which  was 
ordinarily  and  commonly  done  ;  but  there  were  certain  facts  which, 
in  this  case,  would  seem  to  constitute  a  special  reason  why  this 
application  should  be  made.  In  what  he  was  going  to  say,  he  wished 
it  to  be  understood  that  he  made  no  charges  of  any  kind  against 
anyone.  He  based  this  matter  entirely  and  absolutely  on  business 
grounds,  and  simply  made  a  statement  of  facts.  The  Company  was 
greatly  prejudiced  by  the  long  delay  in  obtaining  its  conveyance. 
A  preliminary  agreement  was  come  to  between  the  gentlemen  who 
took  the  initiative  in  forming  the  Company  and  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee of  the  Corporation,  at  the  end  of  1873  and  the  beginning  of 
1874.  The  letters  of  Messrs.  Spence  and  Irwin,  and  the  recom- 
mendations and  minutes  of  the  Finance  Committee,  practically  con- 
stituted an  agreement ;  and  these  were  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
Town  Clerk ;  and,  on  January  26th,  1875,  the  Town  Clerk,  being 
at  the  time  very  much  pressed  with  business,  asked  the  Company's 
solicitors  to  prepare  the  formal  contract  between  the  Corporation 
and  the  Company.  They  needed  certain  information  to  enable 
them  to  do  this.  The  necessary  copy  of  the  minutes,  d^a,  was 
given  to  them  on  November  25,  1875,  and  the  draft  formal  contract 
was  sent  by  them  to  the  Town  Clerk  on  December  7,  1875.  On 
March  9,  1876,  the  Town  Clerk  told  the  solicitors  he  would  rather 
have  no  formal  contract,  and  requested  them  to  prepare  the  draft 
conveyance  at  onca  The  draft  conveyance  was  prepared,  and  sent 
to  him  on  March  29,  1876.  There  was  no  doubt  it  was  a  difficult 
conveyance,  and  that  there  were  a  great  many  questions  arising  out 
of  it;  and  many  fresh  points  were  constantly  raised  upon  it. 
Alterations  and  additions  were  made  in  it  from  time  to  time, 

Al 
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and  these  caused  great  delay.  He  did  not  say  that  the  whole  of 
this  conld  have  heen  avoided;  but  no  doobt  part  of  it  might 
have  been  ;  and  the  Oorapanj  saffered  heavily  because  of  it. 
After  73  attendances  and  57  letters,  most  of  which  were  pressing 
for  despatch,  and  pointing  out  the  serious  difficulties  the  delay 
caused  the  Company,  the  draft  conveyance  was  agreed  to  and 
returned  by  the  Town  Olerk  on  December  2S,  1878,  two  years  and 
nine  months  after  he  first  received  it  There  was  an  idea  that  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury  caused  much  of  this  delay.  The  draft  con- 
veyance was  sent  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  by  the  Town  Olerk 
between  November  25  and  December  4  ;  and  it  was  returned  by 
them  on  December  27.  They  really  did  not  check  the  operations  of 
the  Company  at  all.  The  principal  way  in  which  the  Company 
was  prejudiced  by  not  obtaining  the  conveyance  more  speedily  was 
its  inability  to  raise  money  on  its  mortgage  debentures ;  it  could 
give  no  title,  and,  therefore,  could  raise  no  money  on  debentures  to 
carry  on  operations ;  and  it  was  clear  that  the  Town  Clerk  con- 
sidered that  this  was  a  grievance,  because  be  (the  late  Town 
Clerk)  proposed  that  the  Corporation  should  temporarily  lend  to 
the  Company  the  sum  of,  he  believed,  £15,000.  He  had  a  letter 
in  which  the  Town  Clerk  stated  that  the  Corporation  had  agreed 
to  advance  at  that  time  £5,000  for  three  months.  That  was 
objected  to— he  did  not  know  why  or  by  whom  ;  but  it  fell  through, 
and  no  money  was  lent  This  was  the  first  point  he  wished 
to  make— -that  the  Company  was  seriously  prejudiced  by  the  delay 
of  two  years  and  nine  months  in  obtaining  its  draft  conveyance. 
The  time  from  the  first  agreement  to  the  obtaining  of  the  con- 
veyance was  three  years  and  nine  months,  and  from  the  first  agree- 
ment to  the  time  the  Company  obtained  execution  and  completion  of 
the  conveyance  was  upwards  of  four  years.  Li  the  second  place  the 
Company  was  prejudiced  by  the  delay  in  completing  the  Quay  in  front 
of  the  warehouse.  The  original  arrangement  between  the  Finance 
Committee  and  the  gentlemen  who  took  the  initiative  in  forming  the 
Company  was  that  the  Quay  was  to  be  finiehed  on  June  let,  1876. 
That  was  the  date  mentioned  in  Messrs.  Spence  and  Irwin's  letter,  and 
that  was  the  date  which  was  confirmed  by  the  minute  of  the  Finance 
Committee.  The  work  could  not  be  accomplished  by  that  time, 
and  the  date  was  extended,  at  the  request  of  the  Town  Clerk, 
to  May  1st,  and  then  to  the  11th  November,  1878.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  Quay  was  not  finished  until  July,  1879,  and  was 
not  fully  completed  until  several  months  after  that  date.  The 
agreement  set  forth  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  corres- 
pondence was  that  rent  should  not  begin  to  run  until  six 
months  after  the  completion  of  the  Quay;  as  the  warehouse 
could  not  be  completed  until  after  the  Quay  was  completed. 
There  were  the  great  towers  to  be  erected,  and  there  would  be 
the  weight  of  the  warehouse  to  be  supported,  and,  until  there 
was  a  good  and  sufficient  quay  wall,  the  warehouse  could  not  be 
completed.    The  Finance  Committee's  minute  stipulated— thia  was 
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the  earliest  agreemcDt— that  the  rent  shoald  begin  on  January  1, 
1877,  unless  the  warehouse  had  been  finished  before  that  time,  and 
the  final  conTeyance  made  it  May  1,  1880.  There  was  no  doabt 
whatever,  on  the  face  of  the  matter,  that  the  extension  of  the  date 
from  which  the  rent  shoald  begin  to  run,  was  an  apparent  concession ; 
but  it  was  not  one  in  fact.  At  the  very  first  it  was  agreed  that  the 
rent  was  to  begin  to  run  from  a  certain  date  after  the  completion  of 
the  Quay  ;  but,  until  the  Quay  was  completed,  the  Company  had  no 
beneficial  enjoyment  of  its  lease.  The  structure  was  standing  there 
idle,  and  business  could  not  be  begun.  The  shareholders*  money  had 
been  expended,  but  there  was  no  beneficial  occupation,  no  chance 
of  any  return.  Another  way  in  which  the  Company  was  damaged 
by  the  delay  in  the  completion  of  the  Quay,  and,  therefore, 
the  necessary  delay  in  the  completion  of  the  warehouse,  was  the 
falling  through  of  arrangements  made  for  letting  the  cellars, 
and  for  lines  of  steamers  trading  to  the  warehouse.  Thus 
he  had  shown  that  the  Company  was  seriously  prejudiced  by 
the  delay  in  granting  the  conveyance  and  completing  the  Quay. 
This  was  constantly  pointed  out  at  the  time,  in  letter  after  letter ; 
out  of  the  57  written,  not  less  than  half  pointed  to  this  fact,  and 
to  the  loss  from  the  delay.  The  Company  asked  for  a  reduction  of 
rent,  because,  in  consequence  of  this  delay,  it  had  not  been  able  to 
make  enough  to  pay  the  rent  and  its  other  obligations.  Such  a 
demand  was  not  an  unfair,  unreasonable,  or  unusual  one;  it  was  one 
that  had  been  made  frequently  during  late  years,  and  liberally 
responded  to  by  landlords  ;  as  the  Corporation  were  very  large 
landlords,  probably  they  had  experienced  that  such  a  demand  was 
not  unusual.  The  Grain  Warehouse  had  certainly  been  a  great 
benefit  to  Newcastle ;  90  per  cent,  of  its  business  bad  been  new 
business,  which  would  not  have  come  here  without  the  warehouse, 
or  would  have  come  from  other  ports  by  rail.  The  Company  had 
handed  over  to  the  Corporation  during  the  three  years  of  its 
existence  £2,854  14s.  in  dues  upon  goods  landed  and  warehoused  in 
its  warehouse.  The  Company  had  not  only  paid  nothing  to  its 
ahareholders,  but  had  had  to  pay  its  interest  out  of  capital,  and  had 
actually  lost  £6,956,  without  reckoning  depreciation.  It  might  be 
said  that  this  was  an  accident^-that  the  warehouse  was  built  not  to 
benefit  Newcastle,  but  to  benefit  the  shareholders.  That  was 
perfectly  true.  He  did  not  wish  to  ask  for  this  concession  as  in  any 
way  a  benevolence,  but  based  his  demand  absolutely  upon  purely 
business  grounds.  They  knew  that  the  object  of  the  Council  was 
to  benefit  the  city,  and  not  to  benefit  the  shareholders  in  the  Com- 
pany, although  there  was  no  gentleman  present  who  would  object 
to  benefit  the  shareholders  incidentally.  This  was  a  mutual  matter, 
and  the  way  he  put  it  was,  that  the  concession  a»ked  for  would 
enable  the  Company  to  carry  on  and  extend  its  operations,  and 
80  bring  larger  dues  to  the  Corporation  for  the  benefit  of  the 
dtj.  It  was  really,  as  the  best  method  of  getting  the  most  possible 
out  of  the  Grain  Warehousing  Company  for  the  benefit  of  Uie  city, 
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th«t  he  would  urge  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  sach  a  conceasion.  It 
was  the  case  of  a  tenant  who  was  losing,  and  was  not  able 
by  his  exertions  to  meet  his  rent,  and  who  came  to  the  landlord 
asking  for  a  temporary  concession  in  order  to  enable  him  to 
carry  on  and  extend  those  operations  which  benefitted  and  made 
more  raloable  the  property  of  the  landlord.  The  second 
question  was  as  to  the  lines  of  railway  laid  upon  the  Quay  and 
leading  to  the  warehouse.  These  lines  were  practically  an  addition 
to,  or  a  completion  of,  the  lines  of  railway  existing  there  before,  and 
which  were  laid  down  by  the  Corporation  for  the  North  Eastern 
Railway  Company,  he  believed,  more  than  twenty  years  ago,  and 
had  been  maintained  by  the  Corporation  for  the  benefit  of  the  public 
since  that  time  without  any  charge  for  interest  All  that  the  Grain 
Warehousing  Company  asked  in  this  matter  was  that,  believing  the 
Company  stood  in  a  precisely  similar  position  to  the  North  Eastern 
Railway  Company,  it  should  be  treated  by  the  Corporation  in  like 
manner  as  the  railway  com|)any  had  been  treated.  The  last  point 
was  the  remission  and  altered  division  of  the  cranage  dues ;  and 
this  only  related  to  goods  landed  by  the  Company,  and  not  destined 
for  the  warehouse.  There  was  no  payment  of  any  kind  for  cranage 
dues  mentioned  in  th?  original  agreement.  Nothing  of  the  kind 
was  ever  contemplated  or  spoken  of  for  a  considerable  time  ;  and  it 
was  inserted  in  the  draft  conveyance  by  the  Town  Clerk,  who  urged 
that,  upon  the  part  of  the  Quay  in  front  of  the  warehouse  the 
Corporation  would  not  be  able  to  carry  on  unloading  operations 
with  their  cranes,  and  that  there  might  come  to  be  some  sort  of 
competition  between  the  Corporation  and  the  Company  for  unloading 
ships  ;  many  ships  would  come  to  the  warehouse  quay  laden  W'.th 
cargo  partly  for  the  warehouse  and  partly  for  the  city,  and,  as  the 
Corporation  could  not  carry  on  unloading  operations  there,  the 
Company  should  undertake  to  do  the  unloading  at  that  part  of  the 
Quay  of  goods  not  intended  to  be  sent  into  the  warehouse,  and  should 
pay  the  Corporation  a  portion  of  the  price  they  obtained.  The  Com- 
pany very  strongly  objected  to  this,  and,  for  some  time,  there  was  a 
considerable  amount  of  difficulty  about  coming  to  any  settlement, 
because  the  proposal  really  meant  that  the  Company  had  to  provide  the 
cranes,  workmen  and  management,  and  to  do  the  whole  of  the  work, 
and  had  to  hand  over  the  profit  to  the  Corporation.  At  length  the 
Company  offered  to  pay  to  the  Corporation  for  all  goods  unloaded  by 
the  Company  not  'for  its  warehouse  25  per  cent,  of  what  it  actually 
charged  and  received  for  such  unloading.  The  Town  Clerk  held 
out  for  50  per  cent,  of  the  cranage  dues  which  the  Corporation 
would  have  received  if  the  Corporation  had  done  the  work  ;  and  with 
very  great  reluctance,  in  order  to  get  the  conveyance  completed,  that 
was  conceded  by  the  Company,  but  en  the  clear  and  distinct  agree- 
ment that  it  should  be  subject  to  review  and  alteration  if  found  to 
be  unfair  to  the  Company.  It  might  be  said  that  this  agreement 
was  not  in  writing,  it  was,  indeed,  only  an  honourable  under- 
standing ;  but  it  could  be  vouched  for  by  members  of  the  Finance 
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Committee^  and,  he  thought,  bj  some  of  the  officials  of  the  Gorpora- 
tion*  This  was  a  qaestion  of  business  men  dealing  with  business  men ; 
and  honourable  understandings  were  the  Tery  life-blood  of  basiness 
transactions  in  England.  He  wonld  read  short  extracts  from  two 
letters  from  the  Town  Clerk,  which  wonld,  he  thought,  fuUj  establish 
what  was  the  real  understanding.  On  January  11,  1878,  the  Town 
Clerk,  writing  to  him  about  the  cranage  dues,  said  "  the  Corporation 
can  hafe  no  wish  to  impede  the  Company's  works,  but  some  experi- 
ence must  be  gained  before  any  other  arrangement  can  be  come  to 
than  that  embodied  in  the  clause."  On  January  24,  1878,  the 
Town  Clerk  wrote,  '<  I  do  not  see  that  I  can  take  upon  myself  the 
altering  the  clause  limiting  the  powers  of  the  Company  to  Tessels 
addressed  to  themsehes,  except  with  the  assent  of  the  Corporation, 
who  would,  I  have  little  doubt,  allow  any  fair  arrangement  to  be 
made  after  experience  has  been  had  of  the  working  of  the  Company.*' 
Well,  now,  experience  had  been  had  of  the  working  of  the  Company. 
The  Company  had  found  all  the  capital,  all  the  management,  and 
all  the  labour  for  the  cranes.  The  Corporation  had  not  paid 
any  part  of  the  cost  of  this  cranage.  The  work  done  by  the 
Company  was  almost  entirely  for  new  business;  and,  therefore, 
it  was  shown  there  was  not  the  competition  which  had  been 
dreaded.  The  Company  could  not  get  higher  prices  for  unloading 
than  were  paid  elsewhere;  and  the  Corporation  itself  could 
not  get  higher  prices  except  at  the  risk  of  driving  trade  from 
the  Tyne.  The  result  was  now  thoroughly  known  from  three 
years  operations.  There  had  been  a  table  prepared  of  the 
half  cranage  charges  made  by  the  Corporation  that  is  payable 
by  the  Company  to  the  Corporation,  and  the  actual  sums 
receired  by  Uie  Company  for  doing  the  work.  For  wheat, 
maize,  &c,  the  half  cranage  charged  by  the  Corporation  was 
5d.  per  last,  whilst  all  the  Company  could  charge  to  cover 
cost  of  cranes,  management,  d^c,  was  8d.;  resin  3d.  per  ton  to 
the  Corporation  and  only  4d.  per  ton  charged  by  the  Company ; 
flour  in  bags  8d.  to  the  Corporation,  whilst  the  Company  could 
only  get  7d.,  or  a  penny  less  than  it  had  to  pay  ;  flour  in 
sacks  4d.  to  the  Corporation  against  5d.  by  the  Company; 
cheese  and  bacon  Is.  8d.  to  8s.  4d.  to  the  Corporation,  and 
the  Company  could  only  charge  in  all,  on  rails  2d.,  and  on 
carts  7d.;  beef  2^1  by  the  Corporation,  and  on  rails  dd.,  and 
carts  6d.  by  the  Company;  tallow  dd.  by  the  Corporation,  and 
on  rails  dd.,  and  carts  9d.  by  the  Company.  In  no  case  could 
the  Company  retain  anything  like  50  per  cent  of  what  it  could 
charge  to  meet  the  whole  expenses  of  machinery  and  manage- 
ment ;  and  in  many  oases  it  had  to  pay  the  Corporation  more  than 
it  actually  received  for  doing  the  work.  The  mere  mention  of  these 
facts  must  commend  an  alteration  to  every  gentleman  who  would 
look  at  the  matter  from  a  purely  business  point  of  view.  He 
thanked  the  Corporation  for  their  patient  hearing,  and  left  the 
question  confidently  with  business  men,  bound  to  do  what  was  best 
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for  the  citj,  bat  not  bound  to  oyer-borden  tenants,  who  had, 
.  however  incidentally,  done  good  sernce  to  the  trade  and  commerce 
of  Newcastle. 

The  Mayor  :  I  hare  to  thank  jon  Mr.  Watson  for  yonr  Incid 
explanation,  which  I  am  snre  the  Corporation  will  consider 
carefnllj. 

Mr.  Elnothe  :  I  thank  yon,  gentlemen,  on  behalf  of  the  Company 
for  the  kind  attention  yon  have  given. 

Mr.  Bbli.  asked  who  fixed  the  cranage  dues  of  the  Corporation. 

The  Matob  :  They  are  fixed  by  the  CoonciL 

Dr.  Watson  said  the  Company  were  boond  to  pay  half  the 
cranage  dnes  which  the  Corporation  charged  upon  the  rest  of  the 
Qoay,  under  bye-laws  made  under  Act  of  Parliament  He  had 
just  been  reminded  that  the  Company  had  to  pay  interest  to  its 
shareholders  during  the  construction  of  the  works  for  two  years 
longer  than  would  hare  been  the  case  if  the  Quay  had  been  com- 
pleted in  the  time  promised ;  and  this  cost  it  about  X5,000. 

The  deputation  retired. 

The  TowH  Clvbk  read  the  following  petition  : — 

ToihtMayoT^  Aldermen^  amd  Burgeaset  of  yewcoBtU-upM-Tifne, 

in  Council  agaembled. 

On  behftlf  of  the  NiwoASTLB-upoH-TTirB  Ratbpatxrs'  Assocxatioh,  we 
are  reqaested  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Oonnoil  to  the  very  extraordinaiy 
report  of  the  Finance  Committee,  dated  2nd  December,  1882,  as  to  th« 
Grain  WarehooBO  Company,  Limited,  and  which  we  aDdentaod  will  come^xp 
for  consideration  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council ;  from  the  report  in  ques- 
tion it  appears  that  the  said  company  occupy  4,863  square  yards  of  ground  for 
their  building  at  the  North  Shore,  for  which  they  covenanted  to  pay  the 
Corporation  a  perpetual  annual  rent  charge  of  £1,327  6a.  Od.,  tiiere  ajao 
being  a  clause  m  the  deed  giving  the  option,  within  25  years  from  the  28th 
December,  1878,  to  purchase  the  rent  cbarge  at  the  sum  of  £33,183  lOs.;  by 
the  aforesaid  agreement  they  undertook  to  pay  to  the  Corporation  one  hafi 
of  certain  cranage  dues  on  goods  landed  at  the  warehouse,  also  the  expense 
amountiag  to  £1,467  2s.  lid.,  of  laying  down  rails  into  the  warehouse,  so 
as  to  connect  the  building  with  the  North  Eastern  Railway  (Quayside 
branch) ;  neither  of  which  agreements  have  they  fulfilled,  no  portion  of  the 
Package  dues,  nor  the  cost  (»  laying  down  the  rails,  so  far  as  we  understand, 
having  yet  been  paid  to  the  Corporation.  In  their  application  to  the 
Finance  Committee  they  ask  to  be  relieved  entirely  of  the  cranage  duet, 
and  of  the  £1,467  2s.  lid.,  the  cost  of  the  work  executed  at  their  own 
special  request,  and  on  the  faith  of  their  having  agreed  to  pay  for  the  same, 
toey  also  ask  to  be  altogether  freed  from  the  payment  of  the  annuid  ground 
rent  of  £1,327  6b.  9d.  for  5  years,  from  the  1st  November,  1881,  to  31st 
October,  1886  ;  likewise,  to  have  a  redaction  of  one  half,  say  £663  138.  4d. 
per  annum,  of  rent  for  the  5  following  years,  from  the  1st  November,  1886, 
to  31st  October,  1891.  If  these  requests  were  granted  it  would  entail  a 
clear  loss  upon  the  Batepavers  of  the  Borouffh  of  £9,955  Os.  7d.,  phta 
£1,467  2s.  lid.,  for  the  rails,  and  also  one  hau  of  the  cranage  dnes.  In 
thus  addressing  you  we  wish  it  to  be  understood,  that  while  we  sympathise 
with  their  dimculties,  the  application  of  the  Grain  Warehouse  Company, 
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liiiiiitod,  iB  thoroughly  nnjast  to  the  citizeiui  of  Newcastle,  ftnd  unreuonable 
in  a  bosinesB  point  of  view,  that  we  feel  it  might  have  been  aafelv  left  to 
tlie  Goaocii  to  decide  upon  it,  without  any  remonatrance  from  the  Rate- 
payers' AaaociatioD,  bat  from  the  singular  action  of  the  Finance  Committee, 
some  of  whom  are  the  lessees,  in  recommending  that  considerable  conces- 
sions should  be  made  to  the  Grain  Warehouse  Company,  and  which,  in  the 
interests  of  our  fellow  citizens,  we  feel  it  our  duty  most  strongly  to  protest 
s^ainst,  because,  if  granted,  it  would  establish  a  yery  dangerous  precedent^ 
and  only  enooarage  other  lessees  of  the  Corporation  who  want  to  make  the 
most  of  their  losses,  or  may  have  been  equally  unfortunate  in  their  speculations, 
to  make  similar  appeals ;  it  also  would  open  the  door  fur  surreptitious  claims, 
besides  when  it  is  known  that  the  laws  have  been  strictly  euforced  against 
smaller  tenants  and  ratepayers,  who  when  in  default  are  sammoned  before 
the  Magistrates,  or  their  property  sold,  there  can  be  no  reason  why  an 
influential  oompaDV  should  be  differently  dealt  with,  more  especially  when 
it  is  remembered  that  had  the  speculation  proved  an  extra  successful  one, 
the  Corporation  could  not  have  claimed  any  additional  rent  from  the  Grain 
Warehoase  Company,  Limited.  Trusting  the  Council  will  at  once  repudiate 
snd  refuse  the  application. 

We  remain,  on  behalf  of  the 
Newcastle-opon-Tyne  Ratepayers'  Association  Ezecutive, 

John  Robinson,  Chairman. 

Fkkdk.  Dodbwobth,  Vioe-Chairmao. 
March  20th,  1883. 

The  Town  Clerk  read  the  following  letter  and  resolation  : — 

East  £nd  Ratepayers'  Association,  56,  Tynemouth  Road, 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  March  16th,  1888. 

THE  GRAIN  WARBH0T7SB  COMPANY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  bei{  to  forward  you  the  attached  cop^  of  resolation  passed 
by  this  association  at  their  meeting  held  on  the  14th  inst.,  and  which  I  am 
instructed  to  ask  ^ou  to  be  good  enough  to  submit  to  the  Council  at  tiieir 
next  meeting,  which  I  understand  will  be  on  Wednesday  first. 

I  am,  sir,  yours  most  respectfully, 

R.  J.  Hot,  Hon.  Sec. 
Hill  Motum,  Esq.,  Town  Clerk,  Newcastle. 


[Copy  of  resolution.] 
*'That  this  association  respectfully  ui^the  City  Council  to  reject  the 
application  of  the  Grain  Warehouse  Company  for  a  modification  of  the  terms 
of  lease." 

Mr.  Aid.  HsDLET  moved  the  confirmation  of  the  report  of  the 
Finance  Committee  relative  to  the  application  of  the  Newcastle 
Grain  and  General  Warehonsing  Company  for  redaction  of  rent,  &o. 
[p.  62].  He  said  that  about  twelve  mooths  ago  a  very  urgent 
application  was  made  by  the  Finance  Committee  to  the  Warehousing 
Company  for  payment  of  the  amount  expended  by  the  Corporation 
in  placing  rails  upon  the  Quay  at  the  particular  request  of  the  Com- 
pany, and  also  for  payment  of  arrears  of  the  cranage  dues,  and,  he 
believed,  for  some  little  arrears  of  rent  After  getting  many 
applications  Df  that  kind  the  Company  asked  the  Finance  Committee 
to  send  a  deputation  to  hear  what  the  Company  had  to  say  against 
some  of  the  claims  made  by  the  Corporation.     A  small  sub-oom- 
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mittee  was  appointed^  and  they  heard  a  stabement  made  by  Mr. 
Enothe,  the  chairman  of  the  Company.  Mr.  Enothe  read  the 
document  which  was  attached  to  the  committee's  report  The 
sub-committee  felt  that  the  Company  was  making  applications  there 
was  no  possibility  of  the  Corporation  granting ;  and  he  came  away 
from  the  meeting  with  the  impression  that  it  was  no  nse  endearonring 
to  diacass  them.  The  document  was  carefully  considered  by  the  suh- 
oommittee,  and  they  found  the  rery  serious  position  in  which  the 
Company  was  placed — that  the  whole  of  the  capital,  amounting  to 
about  £84,000  was  considered  as  a  bad  debt,  completely  gone  and 
lost,  and  no  possibility  at  present  of  being  able  to  pay  a  diridend  upon 
it.  The  committee  considered  that  the  warehouse  was  a  very  great 
advantage  to  Newcastle,  and  had  been  the  means  of  many  steamers 
coming  to  Newcastle  and  delivering  goods  on  which  dues  were  paid 
to  the  Corporation ;  it  was  a  great  advantage  to  the  merchants  and 
ratepayers  of  the  oity,  and  it  would  be  a  serious  loss  to  the  city  if 
anything  happened  to  prevent  the  warehouse  being  carried  on  as 
hitherto.  He  believed  it  was  as  good  a  warehouse  for  grain  as  there 
was  in  the  kingdom.  Only  one  member  of  the  Finance  Committee 
was  a  shareholder  in  the  Company,  and  he  took  part  in  deciding  the 
matter  in  the  committee.  The  Finance  Committee  dealt  with  the 
subject  entirely  on  public  grounds.  The  first  important  application 
was  for  the  ''  abolition  of  the  package  dues  on  all  goods  landed  by  the 
Warehouse  Company  ez-ship  direct  to  rail,  or  on  to  the  Quay  for 
trans-shipment  inland  or  to  other  ports."  The  committee  declined 
to  entertain  that  application  in  any  way  whatever.  The  next  point 
asked  by  the  Company  was  the  ''  withdrawal  of  accounts  for  laying 
rails  into  front  of  warehouses  amounting  to  £  1,467  2s.  1  Id."  There 
was  considerable  discussion  upon  this  point  The  Company  pointed 
out  that  the  rails  laid  for  the  North  Eastern  Railway  Company  were 
not  charged  for.  There  was  a  difference  between  the  two  cases.  It 
was  arranged  that  if  the  North  Eastern  Railway  Company  would  make 
a  tunnel  and  form  a  connection  between  their  system  and  the  Qaay,  the 
Corporation  would  lay  down  the  rails  for  the  b^efit  of  the  city.  If  the 
Corporation  agreed  to  withdraw  the  charge  for  rails  made  against  the 
Company,  the  rails  outside  the  warehouse  would  remain  the  property  of 
the  Corporation.  As  to  point  No.  3  relating  to  the  cranage  dues  the 
committee  declined  to  accede  to  it  The  last  and  most  important  point 
was  the  application  for  the  withdrawal  of  interest  on  the  purchase 
money  of  the  land  for  five  years  ending  October  31, 1886,  and  a 
reduction  of  the  rent  to  2  per  cent  per  annum  for  the  following  five 
years  The  withdrawal  of  the  whole  of  the  rent  for  five  yean 
could  not  be  entertained  at  all ;  but,  after  considerable  discussion, 
the  committee  agreed  to  recommend  that  the  interest  be  reduced 
from  4  per  cent  to  2  per  cent,  for  5  years,  making  it  £663  13s.  4d. 
a  year  instead  of  £1,327  68.  9d.  The  committee  saw  that  the 
Company  was  in  deep  water,  and  it  was,  perhaps,  only  right  that 
the  Corporation  should  lend  it  a  helping  hand ;  and  if  this  enabled 
the  Company  to  continue  the  work  it  was  now  doing,  the  loss  on  the 
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rent  would  be  money  very  well  expended.  There  was  no  chance  of 
the  shareholders  subscribing  more  capital.  There  had  been  spent 
on  the  warehouse  £140,000  in  round  numbers,  and  £84,000  of 
that  was  paid  by  the  shareholders,  and  the  remainder  was  money 
borrowed  on  debentures,  preference  shares,  and  mortgages.  Mr. 
Watson,  when  speaking  of  the  cranagis  does  and  other  things,  had 
forgotten  to  state  that  the  construction  of  the  portion  of  the  deep 
water  qnay  occupied  by  the  warehouse,  cost  the  Oorporation 
£30,000.  If  the  warehouse  was  not  continued  in  work  the  Cor- 
poration would  lose  the  qnay  and  cranage  dues.  The  Corporation 
took  a  very  liberal  yiew  of  everything  connected  with  the  Ware- 
housing Company  when  formed,  and  he  was  sorry  it  had  not  been  a 
great  success.  It  induced  vessels  to  come  direct  from  America  to 
Newcastle  ;  but  lines  of  steamers  had  been  taken  off,  and  a  source 
of  profit  had  been  taken  away  from  the  Company.  The  withdrawal 
of  steamers  had  been  a  great  inconvenience  to  his  own  firm,  as  goods 
were  now  landed  at  Liverpool,  and  had  to  be  brought  from  there  to 
Newcastle  at  considerable  expense.  He  was  informed  that  more 
business  had  been  done  in  the  last  few  months  at  the  warehouse, 
and  that  there  was  a  little  better  prospect ;  and  he  hoped  the  Com- 
pany would  pull  round. 

Mr.  Aid.  Grsoson  seconded  the  motion.  He  said  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  truth  in  what  had  been  said  by  the  deputation.  He 
bad  been  a  member  of  the  Finance  Committee  for  many  years,  and 
he  recollected  the  Company  urging  to  have  the  conveyance  signed,  and 
protesting  against  the  disadvantage  the  Company  was  placed  under 
and  the  loss  it  was  suffering.  He  had  always  prophesied  that  the 
warehouse  would  not  be  for  the  advantage  of  its  proprietors,  because, 
though  there  was  a  good  quay  here,  gentlemen  were  supporting  the 
formation  of  a  dock  at  Coble  Dene ;  and  when  the  dock  was  opened 
he  was  afraid  all  the  warehouses  at  Newcastle  would  suffer.  The 
Corporation  had  built  a  quay,  and  the  warehouse  would  be  the 
means  of  bringing  trade  to  the  quay  ;  and  if  that  trade  were  diverted 
from  the  quay,  then  the  quay  would  become  comparatively  useless. 
He  advocated  the  confirmation  of  the  report  simply  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  justice  to  the  men  who  had  suffered  inconvenience  and 
loss  by  the  negligence  or  remissness  of  certain  parties.  The 
name  of  the  late  Town  Clerk  had  been  mentioned,  and  he 
believed  there  was  a  good  deal  of  passive  resistance  by  the  late 
Town  Clerk. 

Mr.  YouLL  said  that  at  the  meeting  of  the  Finance  Committee 
on  December  2nd,  he  moved  the  adoption  of  this  report  on  the 
understanding,  from  information  obtained  from  Mr.  Pace,  that  the 
cost  of  the  land  to  the  Corporation  at  the  time  the  Company  took  it 
was  £8  to  £3  10s.  per  square  yard.  That  allegation  was  made 
during  the  time  the  negotiations  were  going  on  between  the  directors 
of  the  Company  and  the  Oorporation  ;  and  it  was  upon  this  under- 
standing that  he  suggested  that  a  concession  be  made  to  the  Company 
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to  the  extent  of  two  per  eent. ;  bo  that  the  Corporation  would  get 
two  per  cent,  npon  the  amount  he  then  expected  the  land  had  coat. 
After  the  report  was  presented  to  the  Council  he  asked  Mr.  Pace 
to  ascertain  from  the  Corporation  books  the  cost  of  the  land  upon 
which  the  warehouse  stood.  The  Corporation  made  the  first  pur- 
chase there  in  1843.  The  total  cost  to  the  Corporation  of  the  site 
including  4  per  cent  interest  on  the  purchase  money,  from  the  time 
of  purchase  down  to  the  time  the  Company  commenced  to  pay  rent, 
and  deducting  rents  received,  and  rent  for  the  time  the  land  was 
used  by  the  Corporation  as  a  sanatorium,  had  been  £34,582,  and 
not  £17,000  or  £18,000.  The  Corporation  agreed  to  sell  the  land 
to  the  Company  for  £33,183,  showing  an  actual  loss  between  the 
cost  and  the  sale  price  of  about  £1,200.  He  bad  in  committee 
urged  the  reduction  of  the  rent  on  the  ground  that  the  Corporation 
would  get  2  per  cent  interest  upon  the  price  he  expected  tlie  land 
had  cost  the  Corporation.  This  showed  how  necessary  it  was  that 
sub-committees,  before  entering  into  contracts,  such  as  the  one  with 
this  Company,  ought  to  examine  all  the  facts  and  figures.  He  could 
not  conscientiously  vote  for  the  report  as  it  now  stood,  because  it 
it  asked  the  ratepayers  to  do  more  for  this  Company  than  they  had 
ever  been  asked  to  do  on  behalf  of  any  other  body  of  ratepayers  in 
Newcastle.  The  Company  was  a  trading  company,  and  built  the 
warehoase  and  had  a  monopoly  of  a  particular  description  of  trade, 
and  monopolized  a  portion  of  the  Quay,  the  building  of  which  cost 
the  Corporation  about  £36,000.  When  the  Company  talked 
about  the  enormous  cost  of  £140,000  it  had  been  put  to,  it  should 
not  be  forgotten  that  the  Corporation  had  expended  nearly  £80,000 
for  the  land  and  the  Quay ;  and  surely  the  Corporation  were  entitled 
to  have  some  return  for  Uiat  outlay.  The  principle  acted  npon  in 
letting  quays  to  merchants  and  shippers  had  been  that  the  rent 
should  contribute  about  2  per  cent  of  the  cost,  and  that  the  package 
dues  would  be  sufficient  to  make  up  other  2  per  cent,  and  so  make 
a  total  of  4  per  cent  interest  upon  the  outlay.  If  the  Corporation 
had  expended  £80,0000,  2  per  cent,  would  be  about  £1,600  a  year. 
The  Corporation  were  receiving  about  £1,300  a  year  from  the 
Company;  and,  although  the  amount  paid  by  the  Company  for 
package  dues  were  under  £500  a  year,  the  Corporation  were  giving 
to  the  Company  the  same  privileges  that  neighbours  were  having.  H 
the  Company  was  unfortunate  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  Corporation. 
He  did  not  see  why  the  Corporation  should  treat  the  Company  in  a 
different  manner  from  what  the  adjoining  neighbours  were  treated. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  the  Company  looked  more  closely  afier  its 
interests  than  some  of  the  neighbours  did.  His  experience  as  a 
member  of  the  committee  was  that  very  much  of  the  delay  com- 
plained of  arose  from  the  strenuous  way  in  which  the  chairman  of 
the  Company  from  time  to  time  came  before  the  Town  Clerk  and 
the  Finance  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  insisting,  and  almost 
forcing  the  Town  Clerk  and  the  Finance  Committee  to  adopt  his  own 
particular  views  with  regard  to  what  he  wanted.     One  of  the  con- 
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ditdonB  propofled  in  1874  by  the  Company  was  that  the  Corporation 
ahoold  take  £35,000,  the  price  of  the  land,  ''  in  debenture  stock  of 
the  Company  at  £4  per  cent,  per  annum,  each  int<^rest  to  be  pay- 
able only  after  the  ordinary  share  capital  of  the  Company  shall  Lave 
earned  £5  per  cent  dividend."  The  Finance  Committee  had  the 
good  sense  to  see  through  that,  and  there  was  now  an  application 
for  a  redaction  of  rent  instead  of  what  would  have  been  said — 
"Well,  gentlemen,  our  Company  cannot  pay  5  per  cent,  it  is 
an  unfortunate  position  we  are  placed  in;  we  cannot  pay  our 
ordinary  shareholders  5  per  cent.,  and  until  we  do  that  we  do  not 
pay  you  anything."  He  woald  rote  against  Mr.  Aid.  Hedley's 
resolution,  and  he  hoped  the  majority  of  the  Council  would  do 
the  same. 

Mr.  fisLL  said  he  thought  Mr.  Toull  had  made  a  contradictory 
statement  in  his  speech.  Mr.  Toull  told  them  that  in  committee 
he  voted  for  the  report,  under  the  impression  that  the  cost  of 
the  land  to  the  Corporation  was  £17,000  to  £18,000  ;  and  by 
adding  interest  and  other  charges  he  had  found  the  cost  was 
£35,000. 

Mr.  YouLL :  The  actual  cost  of  the  land  was  £26,000,  apart 
from  interest  and  other  things. 

Mr.  Bbll  said  this  subject  deserved  careful  consideration.  Some 
gentlemen  inside  and  oatside  of  the  Council  thought  that  because 
some  of  the  directors  of  the  Company  were  members  of  the  Council, 
this  matter  should  be  looked  at  more  carefully.  He  thought  it 
should  be  looked  at  without  any  prejndice,  and  should  be  considered 
as  if  there  were  no  one  in  the  Council  connected  with  the  Company. 
The  Corporation  had  expended  about  £300,000  upon  the  re-bnilding 
of  the  Quay ;  and  it  was  their  duty  to  do  all  they  could  to  make 
the  Quay  remunerative.  The  depth  of  water  alongside  the  Qaay 
was  sufficient  to  accommodate  what  was  considered  at  the  time  the 
Qaay  was  re-built  an  ordinary-sized  ship ;  but  there  had  been  a 
great  revolution  in  regard  to  shipping,  and  the  water  at  that  Quay 
was  now  too  shallow  to  accommodate  the  large  ships  with  cargoes, 
especially  of  wheat,  which  were  now  imported  into  the  Tyne  from 
America,  Australia,  and  India,  in  ships  drawing  22  feet  and  more 
of  water.  The  Quay  room  was  only  used  by  coasting  ships,  and  in 
order  to  induce  large  ships  to  bring  goods  direct  to  Newcastle  a 
large  warehouse  was  reqaired.  A  deep-water  quay  had  been  made 
opposite  the  warehouse  to  which  the  largest  ships  could  come,  and 
the  warehouse  afforded  all  facilities  and  advantages  possessed  by 
other  ports  for  unloading  vessels  bringing  cargoes  from  any  part  of 
the  world.  The  Warehousing  Company  had  had  to  wade  through 
many  difficulties,  which  he  believed  would  be  found  to  be  temporary 
difficulties;  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Corporation  to  help 
them.  He  would  support  the  confirmation  of  the  report,  although 
he  should  have  preferred  a  different  recommendation  about  t]he 
cranage  dues,  in  respeot  to  whioh  a  good  ease  had  been  mad«  out 
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The  CJouDcil  by  adopting  thiB  report  would  be  doing  their  dotj  to 
tbe  ratepayer&  The  trade  connected  with  a  new  warehooee  could 
not  be  made  in  one,  two,  or  three  years,  bnt  it  would  come  in  time ; 
and  if  the  Corporation  gaye  the  Company  a  little  practical  help  and 
sympathy,  the  city  won  Id  be  reconped  in  the  end.  He  believed  that 
from  the  beginning  the  Corporation  had  not  given  any  more 
consideration  to  the  Company  than  they  were  absolntely  compelled. 
If  the  Corporation  did  not  giYe  the  Company  a  little  encoaragement 
it  could  not  go  on  continually  losing  money ;  and  if  the  warehooae 
were  left  on  the  hands  of  the  Corporation  it  would  be  like  a  white 
elephant  to  them.  The  argument  that  if  the  Corporation  granted  « 
concession  to  this  Company,  they  would  hare  to  do  the  same  to 
smaller  tenants,  was  not  a  right  yiew  to  take.  The  Warehousing 
Company  was  different  to  any  other  tenant.  The  only  way  to 
increase  the  package  dues  was  by  encouraging  the  Company.  The 
Company  had  imported  something  like  250,000  tons  of  goods,  and 
it  was  calculated  that  not  more  than  10  per  cent  of  that  would 
have  come  to  the  Tyne  if  the  warehouse  had  not  existed.  With 
such  important  advantages  as  this  city  possessed,  standing 
upon  the  bank  of  a  noble  river,  they  ought  to  lay  them 
selves  out  for  importing  goods  for  the  towns  in  the  North  of 
England. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith  said  Mr.  Bell  had  sUted  that  if  the  Council 

reduced  the  Warehousing  Company's  rent,  it  was  not  likely  that 
other  tenants  would  make  similar  applications.  He  would  remind 
the  Council  that  Mr.  Bell's  firm  had  got  a  reduction  of  rent  becanae 
their  neighbours  were  paying  less. 

Mr.  Bell  said  his  firm  were  tenants  of  the  Corporation.  Thej 
had  had  a  lease  of  the  wharf  for  three  years,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
lease  became  yearly  tenants.  After  being  yearly  tenants  for  nearly 
a  year  the  firm  asked  the  Finance  Committee  for  a  reduction  of  the 
rent,  and  not  for  remission  of  back  rent  The  way  the  matter  was 
put  in  the  Finance  Committee's  report  gave  rise  to  a  great  deal  of 
misapprehension. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said  he  knew  tenants  who  would  ask  frar  a  reduc- 
tion of  rent  if  the  Warehousing  Company's  rent  was  reduced.  The 
Company  had  possession  of  about  an  acre  of  ground,  and  had  control 
over  820  feet  length  of  Quay,  the  building  of  which  cost  about 
£100  per  foot ;  and  it  could  not  be  said  that  a  renUl  of  £1,327 
was  too  much  to  charge.  With  regard  to  Mr.  WaUon's  statement 
about  the  delay,  he  (Mr.  Smith)  thought  it  unfair  to  charge  « 
person  not  now  present  with  being  the  cause  of  loss.  No  doubt  tha 
late  Town  Clerk  caused  some  delay,  but  delay  was  also  caused  by 
the  Company  bringing  forward  new  points  in  order  to  obtain « 
better  bargain.  He  did  not  think  the  Company  had  any  real  claim 
in  regard  to  the  rails.  It  must  be  remembered  that  the  Company 
had  no  right  to  charge  cranage  dues  without  the  conaent  of  the 
Corporation.    The  Corporation  had  cranea  and  a  staff  of  man  to  do 
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the  oranage  work  at  oerUin  charges ;  and  the  Town  Clerk  showed 
that  if  the  Compan j  did  the  work  it  woald  take  away  revenae  which 
the  Corporation  were  entitled  to.  If  the  Company  did  the  work  a 
certain  namber  of  the  cranes  and  workmen  of  the  Corporation  wonld 
he  standing  idle ;  and,  therefore,  an  arrangement  was  made  between 
the  Corporation  and  the  Company.  He  wonld  like  to  see  the  Com- 
pany become  snccessfol.  The  warehouse  was  built  in  dear  times, 
and  there  had  come  bad  times.  It  was  said  that  a  remission  of 
£600  a  year  wonld  keep  the  Company  alive ;  bat  he  was  afraid  if 
the  Company  got  that  it  would  soon  come  back  for  another  £600. 
He  hoped  the  Company  would  get  through  its  troubles ;  but,  as  a 
representatire  of  the  ratepayers,  he  thought  it  would  be  unjust  and 
unfair  to  poor  people  who  were  summoned  to  obtain  payment  of 
rates,  if  the  Council  gave  the  concession  asked  for  to  this  Company. 
He  knew  that  Mr.  Ellis  and  other  importers  would  say  that 
the  warehouse  was  the  means  of  this  district  getting  flour  and 
other  articles  cheaper  from  America  ;  but  he  questioned  rery 
much  whether  the  warehouse  had  cheapened  the  cost  Large 
quantities  of  flour  was  got  from  Denmark  through  Messrs. 
Nielsen,  Andersen,  and  Co,  who  paid  in  dues  upwards  of 
£2,000  a  year,  and  had  to  pay  £1  per  foot  per  year  as 
rent  for  the  Quay  and  wharf;  and  if  other  companies  were 
charged  at  the  same  ratio  the  rentals  would  be  larger  than 
they  were. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Ellis  said  Mr.  TouU  had  stated  really  the  only 
reason  why  the  report  should  not  he  adopted ;  but  if  Mr.  Toull  had 
gone  into  the  details  he  would  have  found  that  the  Corporation 
receiyed  a  larger  proportion  of  rent  as  interest  for  this  particular 
part  of  the  Quay  than  they  received  for  any  other  portion  of  the 
Quay.  As  a  person  deeply  interested  in  the  commercial  welfare  of 
Newcastle,  and  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  a  very  large  working 
class  ward,  he  would  be  extremely  sorry  if  the  Council  did  anything 
which  would  tend  to  the  dosing  of  the  warehouse,  or  driving 
it  into  the  hands  of  a  large  and  overbearing  monopoly  —  the 
North  Eastern  Bailway  Company.  The  warehouse  had  conferred 
enormous  benefits  on  the  people  of  Newcastle.  No  doubt  great 
oredit  was  due  to  the  Tyne  Commissioners  for  the  great  efforts 
they  had  made  to  benefit  the  port  and  neighbourhood,  but  what 
had  been  done  had  been  almost  entirely  for  the  benefit  of 
what  might  be  called  the  staple  industries  on  the  banks  of 
the  Tyne — the  iron,  coal,  and  chemical  trades,  and  the  export 
trade ;  but  so  far  as  the  general  import  trade  was  concerned  New- 
castle Corporation  and  the  Tyne  Commissioners,  up  to  the  time  the 
Coble  Bene  Dock  was  begun,  had  not  done  much  to  benefit  New- 
castle. At  the  time  this  warehouse  was  first  started  vessels  drawing 
twelve  feet  of  water  could  not  be  brought  to  Newcastle  Quay  and 
be  discharged  without  their  lying  aground.  But  if  vessels  did 
come  there  nsed  to  be  no  proper  means  of  discharging  general  cargoes. 
Other  warehouses  were  out  of  date,  and  of  no  use  for  the  import 
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trade.  All  the  old  firms  of  com  factors  and  prodaoe  merchants, 
which  were  in  Newcastle  formerly,  did  not  exist  at  the  present  day, 
because  they  had  tried  to  carry  on  their  trade  in  the  way  their  fore- 
fathers carried  it  on,  and  bad  not  kept  pace  with  the  demands  of  the 
times.  Unless  a  great  effort  had  been  made  the  trade  of  Newcastle 
must  evidently  have  gone  elsewhere ;  and  general  imports  had  gone 
to  the  Tyne  Dock,  Sunderland,  and  West  Hartlepool,  where  the  North 
Eastern  Railway  Company  had  provided  warehouse  accommodaiioD. 
The  erection  of  the  warehouse  on  the  Quayside  had  revolutionized 
the  business  at  the  Quay ;  and  trade  was  now  more  general  and 
better  than  it  had  ever  been.  During  the  three  years  the  ware- 
house had  been  opened  it  had  imported  584,710  quarters  of  wheat 
and  other  grain,  and  also  51,553  tons  of  flour,  or  equal  to  412,424 
twenty-stone  sacks,  the  quantity  being  sufficient  to  have  allowed 
during  the  three  years  18  stones  of  flour  to  every  man,  woman,  and 
child  in  Newcastle.  He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  Newcastle 
to-day  was  one  of  the  cheapest  flour  markets  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  that  was  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  Newcastle,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  which  were,  to  an  enormous  extent,  working  people.  New- 
castle had  only  two  local  millers,  but  it  was  the  cheapest  flour  market 
because  flour  could  be  brought  direct  to  it  from  all  parts  of  the 
world.  The  greatest  portion  of  the  floar  now  brought  to  the  Grain 
Warehouse  would  not  have  come  direct  to  Newcastle  but  for  the 
existence  of  the  warehouse ;  and  was  brought  in  steamers  which 
could  not  formerly  have  come  to  the  Quay  and  discharged.  During 
the  three  years  there  had  been  imported  21,731  tons  of  ham  and 
bacon.  These  figures  proved  that  the  workiug  people,  shopkeepers, 
and  merchants  of  Newcastle  and  neighbourhood  were  receiving 
great  benefit  through  the  warehoase.  If  the  Council  were  the 
means  of  closing  the  warehouse,  or  of  putting  it  into  the  hands  of  the 
North  Eastern  Railway  Company,  they  would,  in  time,  be  sorry  for 
what  they  had  dona 

Mr.  DiOKlNBON  said  that  as  a  Quaysider  he  must  contradict 
Mr.  Ellis*s  statement  that  the  Corporation  had  done  nothing  for 
the  good  of  the  import  trade.  The  Corporation  had  constructed 
a  magnificent  deep  water  Quay.  The  erection  of  the  warehouse 
might  have  contributed  towards  getting  cheap  flonr  for  Newcastle ; 
but  ships  laden  with  flour  would  have  come  to  Newcastle  Quay, 
even  if  the  warehouse  had  not  existed.  He  heartily  wished  the 
Company  would  succeed,  and  he  believed  it  would  succeed  in  the 
course  of  time;  but  they  must  have  patience.  He  remembered 
when  shops  in  Grey  and  Grainger  Streets  let  for  £5  a  year,  because 
Grainger  had  overbuilt  the  town ;  but  now  the  Graing  r  estate  was 
one  of  the  most  successful  enterprises  in  the  town ;  and  he  hoped 
that  the  Grain  Warehouse  would  in  time  prove  a  most  successful 
specnlation.  The  shareholders  of  the  Company  were  wealthy 
men,  and  were  under  no  particular  anxiety,  although  the  Com- 
pany had  difficulty  in  carrying  on  its  operations  at  the  present 
time,  due  principally  to  the  collapse  of  the  American  trade  in 
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1881.  A  dosen  gentlemen  in  the  Coancil  Chamber  could  Ttell 
how  they  had  snfiered  from  that  collapse.  When  trade  reyived, 
and  it  unquestionably  would,  and  when  the  Oompany  was 
paying  10  per  cent  dividend,  the  shareholders  wonld  look 
back  with  dismay  to  their  having  asked  the  ratepayers  to  reduce 
the  rent 

Mr.  Aid.  Plummbr  said  the  committee  recommended  that  the 
rent  should  be  reduced  for  five  years,  and  he  sappotied  that  at  the 
end  of  the  five  years  the  rent  would  be  raised  to  the  original  amount. 
It  was  to  the  interest  of  the  ratepayers  that  the  warehousef  should 
not  be  closed,  as  it  was  of  great  advantage  to  shopkeepers,  merchants, 
and  all  ratepayers. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  he  must  express  his  surprise  that  a 
deputation  from  the  Company  had  been  permitted  to  attend  this 
meeting  and  explain  matters  which  had  been  considered  and  reported 
upon  by  the  Finance  Committee.  Never  before  in  his  experience 
had  a  deputation  been  i)ermitted  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Council, 
and  explain  matters  which  had  been  already  explained  in  writing 
and  been  reported  upon  by  a  committee.  If  a  poor  felloWshad^been 
in  arrear  with  his  rent,  and  had  made  an  application  in  writing,  and 
it  had  been  reported  upon,  the  Council  wonld  not,  he  (Aid.  H.) 
thought,  have  permitted  the  man  to  re-state  his  case  before  the 
Council.  He  trusted  the  Council  wonld  never  have  such  an  occur- 
rence again.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Ellis's  observations  reflecting 
upon  the  Corporation,  he  might  state  that  long  before  the  Grain 
Warehouse  was  thought  of  the  Council  took  power  to  borrow 
i:  300,000  to  build  the  magnificent  Quay  of  which  they  could  so 
proudly  boast ;  and  at  the  present  time  the  ratepayers  were  paying 
4  per  cent  interest  upon  that  £300,000,  less  the  amount  received 
yearly  from  the  package  dues.  The  price  of  flour  being  lower  here 
than  at  other  places  was  due  to  the  enterprise,  intelligence,  and 
activity  of  the  two  great  firms  of  millers — Messrs.  Davidson  and 
Messrs.  Procter.  Messrs.  Davidson  had  warehouses  and  a  qnay 
of  their  own,  and  at  any  time  could  discharge  at  their  own 
quay  as  much  as  8,000  or  10,000  quarters  of  wheat  People 
talked  about  a  warehouse  cheapening  commodities  used  by 
the  people, — why  a  warehouse  was  a  place  where  goods  were 
deposited,  and  that  involved  payment  to  cover  rent  and  interest 
of  capital ;  and  it  followed  of  necessity  that  a  warehouse  increased 
the  price  of  commodities,  instead  of  decreasing  the  price.  The 
longer  goods  remained  in  a  warehouse  the  better  it  was  for  the 
owners  of  it,  and  the  worse  for  the  consumers  who  had  to  pay  the 
additional  cost.  Very  harsh  expressions  had  been  used  in  regard  to 
the  North  Eastern  Railway  Company,  to  the  eflect  that  the  Company 
never  benefited  Newcastle,  and  systematically  refused  to  do  anything, 
or  did  as  little  as  possible  for  Newcastle  and  its  trade.  Was  that 
the  truth  ?  At  the  Tyne  Dock  the  Railway  Company  had  spent 
£450,000  for  the  accommodation  of  the  trade  of  Newcastle  and 
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dblrici ;  and  had  azpendad  £55,000  in  aneeting  a  warehouse  at 
lyne  Dodc  When  they  talked  aboat  relieving  the  Warehousing 
dompanj  irom  paying  the  £1,460  for  laying  down  rails,  he  would 
remind  them  that  those  rails  never  woold  have  been  pat  there 
bat  for  the  written  application  and  nndertaking  of  the  Company  to 
pay  for  them  when  laid.  Bot  it  was  said  the  Corporation  laid  rails 
for  the  North  Eastern  Railway  Company ;  and  so  they  did,  nnder 
eompalsion  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  bat  not  before  the  Railway  Com- 
pany had  spent  a  large  sam  in  connecting  the  Qaay  with  the  railway. 
The  two  cases  were  not  parallel  One  of  the  deputation  spoke  aboat 
"honourable  understandings."  Honourable  understandings,  and 
even  written  documents,  appeared  to  be  nothing  with  the  Ware- 
housing Company,  for  it  ignored  them,  and  tried  to  get  off  paying 
the  Corporation  for  work  done.  If  every  speculator  were  to  come 
to  the  Corporation  fonds  to  be  reimbursed  for  losses,  how  rich  his 
friend  Mr.  Aid.  Gregson  and  himself  wonld  have  been  for  the 
speculations  they  had  joined  in.  As  to  the  cranage  dues,  he  believed 
gentlemen  who  had  wharves  and  quays  paid  the  full  amount  of  the 
dues  to  the  Corporation;  but  the  Warehousing  Company  was 
exceptionally  well  treated  in  having  to  pay  only  half  the  amount. 
Could  anything  be  more  reasonable?  From  1879  to  Februaiyi 
1888,  the  cranage  dues  collected  by  the  Company  amounted  to  £520, 
and  not  one  farthing  had  been  paid,  or  offered  to  be  paid,  by  the 
Company.  Was  there  any  person  in  the  town  who  would  have  been 
allowed  by  the  Corporation  to  retain  this  money  so  long  7  Would 
they  not  have  instructed  the  Town  Clerk  to  demand  that  the  money 
be  paid  year  by  year,  or  to  take  proceedings  to  obtain  payment? 
Was  there  one  law  for  a  wealthy  Company — for  this  was  a 
wealthy  Company  in  spite  of  its  misfortune— or  for  rich  people, 
and  another  law  for  the  poor?  It  was  his  painful  duty 
when  sitting  on  the  Bench  sometimes  to  have  to  sign  distress 
warrants  upon  poor  hard  working  people  for  municipal  rates 
varying  from  lOs.  to  £1  IDs. ;  and  yet  the  Council  were  asked 
to  vote  for  abandoning  £5,000 — for  that  was  the  sum  the  Company 
asked  to  be  relieved  of — of  the  ratepayers'  money,  equal  to  a  rate  of 
twopence  in  the  pound.  It  would  not  be  right  or  just,  and  he 
would  even  say  not  honest  to  the  ratepayers  to  do  thi&  He  denied 
that  the  Corporation  treated  the  Company  harshly.  The  Company 
was  most  exceptionally  generously  treated  by  its  landlord.  The 
Company  was  charged  4  per  cent.^  upon  £33,000,  the  price  of  the 
land.  The  building  of  the  Quay  cost  something  like  £36,000,  and 
the  Company  did  not  pay  a  single  sixpence  interest  on  thia 
expenditure,  although  the  ratepayers  were  paying  4  per  cent,  upon 
it  Interest  at  the  rate  of  4  per  cent,  on  the  £36,000  would  amount 
to  about  £1,400.  But  that  was  not  all.  In  the  agreement  there 
was  an  unusual  clause  stipulating  that  at  the  end  of  25  years  the 
OoiDpany  was  to  have  the  option  of  buying  the  ground,  not  at  its  then 
value,  but  for  £33,000,  the  amount  upon  which  it  now  paid  interest 
of  4  per  cent.     Would  anybody  tell  him  that  that  was  not.equal  to 
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a  bonus  of  £1,000  a  year  for  25  years  7  Some  of  the  land  which 
tlie  Corporation  purchased  for  £5  a  yard,  they  were  now  negotiating 
to  sell  to  the  Tyne  Commissioners  for  £10  or  £15  a  yard.  In 
connection  with  the  grand  improvements  which  the  North  Eastern 
Railway  Company  intended  making  at  the  Baili£f  Gate  and  the 
Postern,  £18  to  £44  per  sqnare  yaid  was  being  asked;  and  was  he 
not  right  when  he  said  the  Corporation  were  generously  giving  to 
the  Warehousing  Company  a  bonas  of  £1,000  a  year  for  the  25  years 
in  the  increased  yalne  of  the  property!  That  £1,000  a  year,  and 
the  £1,400  interest  on  £36,000  expended  in  the  building  of  the 
Quay,  represented  £2,400  a  year  obtained  by  the  Company  from 
the  Corporation ;  and  £1,400  of  it  was  actually  being  paid  out  of 
the  pockets  of  the  ratepayers.  He  denied  that  the  warehouse  was 
boilt  fTO  bono  publico.  It  was  built  as  a  private  speculation;  what 
was  a  private  speculation  and  private  gain,  must  come  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  public ;  and  therefore  it  was  pro  malo  publico.  He 
did  not  heed  the  threat  of  shutting  up  the  warehouse ;  and  if  the 
Oompany  did  close  it  the  Corporation  would  get  it  and  make  a  jolly 
good  thing  of  it.  If  the  Council  adopted  the  resolution,  the  matter 
would  have  to  go  before  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  and  he  doubted 
▼ery  much  whether  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  would  assent  to 
any  measure  of  this  kind.  He  did  not  expect  the  resolution 
would  be  agreed  to,  but  if  it  was  he  would  feel  it  his  duty  to 
join  in  a  protest  to  the  Treasury,  as  he  felt  so  much  that 
what  the  Council  did  for  the  rich  they  did  not  do  for  the  poor. 
(*«No,na'') 

Mr.  SuTTOH  protested  against  such  a  statement. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  I  am  stating  my  opinion. 

Mr.  SuTTov  :  I  rise  to  say  that  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  has  no 
right  to  charge  the  Council,  as  a  body,  with  dealing  in  such  a 
manner. 

The  Matob  :  I  have  not  heard  him  charging  any  one. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Ellis  :  It  is  unfair. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamohd  :  I  have  not  charged  any  body.  It  will  be 
onf air  if  yon  pass  this  report. 

Mr.  Walteb  Soott  said  he  purchased  from  the  Corporation  two 
plots  of  land  in  West  Grainger  Street  for  over  £20,000,  and,  as  it 
did  not  suit  his  convenience  to  pay  the  purchase  money  for  two 
years,  the  Corporation  charged  him  5  per  cent  interest,  and  he 
thought  he  was  well  treated.  The  contract  for  building  the  Grain 
Warehouse  was  let  in  June,  1876,  and  the  contract  for  building  the 
Quay  wall  was  let  twelve  months  afterwards  in  three  different 
sections,  not  practicable  to  work,  and  the  work  was  re-let  on  the 
new  system  of  cylinders.  The  Quay  wall  was  finished  in  September, 
1879,  and  the  Grain  Warehouse  was  finished  in  March,  1880.     He 
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was  employed  to  put  in  the  foandfttiona  for  the  kige  oolnmna  or 
stanchions  on  the  Qaay  for  the  warehonse,  and  he  had  the  foanda- 
tions  Hone  for  some  months  hefore  the  colnmos  were  ready  to  pnt  in. 
The  warehoase  had  heen  only  three  years  open,  and  it  onght  to  be 
carried  on  a  little  longer  before  a  reduction  of  rent  was  asked  for.  He 
belisTed  the  Company  wonld  be  snccessfal.  If  a  rednction  of  rent  was 
granted  it  would  be  taking  money  out  of  the  ratepayers'  pockets  and 
putting  it  into  the  pockets  of  wealthy  people.  When  the  oontraoi 
for  building  a  portion  of  the  Quay  wall  was  let  in  1870  things  were 
very  slack,  but  before  he  had  got  the  old  wall  pulled  down  things 
took  a  tremendous  rise,  and  the  price  of  iron  and  everything 
increased.  He  laid  the  matter  before  the  Borough  Engineer, 
who  only  laughed  at  him,  and  said  '*You  have  got  your 
contract  price,  and  what  more  do  you  want!"  The  Corpora- 
tion and  the  Warehousing  Company  should  adhere  to  the  con- 
tract; and,  therefore,  he  could  not  vote  for  the  confirmation  of 
the  report 

Mr.  HoucKs  said  it  was  quite  evident,  from  the  tone  of  the 
discussion,  that  the  Council  would  not  confirm  the  report  as  it  now 
stood,  and  it  had  therefore  occurred  to  him  that  the  Council  might 
adopt  a  middle  course — a  course  which,  while  not  doing  any  injury 
to  the  ratepayers,  and  not  violating  any  principle  of  contract,  would 
give  a  considerable  measure  of  relief  to  the  Grain  Warehousing 
Company,  and  assist  it  to  tide  over  its  present  difficulties.     He,  for 
one,  coold  not  vote,  under  any  circumstances,  for  a  remission  of  rent 
in  a  case  of  this  kind.     It  would  be  vicious  in  principle,  and  the 
Corporation  would  act  wisely    if,  in    cases    of   this  description, 
they  always  refused  to  make  remissions  of   reni      He   thought 
from    what    they    had    heard    throughout    the    discussion,    tibat 
the  Warehousing  Company  was  likely  to  succeed  in  the  future, 
and  a  little  time  was  all  that  was  leqnired  for  sufficient  trade 
to  be  brought  to  it.     He  suggested,  therefore,  that,  instead  of 
reducing  the  rent  for  five  years,  the  Council  should  allow  the  rent  to 
remain  entirely  unpaid  for  five  years,  and  at  the  end  of  the  five 
years  then  to  ask  the  Company  to  pay  the  accumulated  sum ;  and 
by   that  time  the   Company  would,  it  was  hoped,  have  fairly 
consolidated  its  position,  have  good  trade,  and  be  in  possession  d! 
ample  funds.     If  this  proposal  could  not  be  accepted,  then  he 
thought  the  report  should  be  voted  against  in  its  entirety.    As  to 
the  rails  question,  it  should  be  dealt  with  as  suggested ;  that  was, 
the    Corporation    should    themselves    pay  for,  and    become  the 
proprietors  of,  these  Warehouse  Quay  railways,  just  as  they  were 
of  the  other  railways  on  the  Quay.     It  would  prevent  dual  authority 
and  control  as  to  these  roads  and  way&     He  was  of  opinion  from 
what  had  been  stated  by  Mr.  Watson,  and  the  statistics  quoted  by 
him,  that  the  Company  was  suffering  some  injustice  in  regard  to  the 
cranage  dues,  and  he  would  suggest,  therefore,  that  the  Finance 
Committee    should    entirely    reconsider    the    said    cranage   das 
question. 
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Mr.  Aid.  HlDLiT  :  If  joa  allowed  half  the  rent  to  stand  o?er 
for  five  years  the  committee  might  agree  to  it. 

Mr.  Holmes  :  Well,  I  woald  agree  even  to  that 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  suggested  that  the  rent  for  five  years  might  he 
added  to  the  capital  valne  of  the  land,  the  Company  to  pay  4  per 
cent,  npon  the  capitalised  amount.  He  thought  there  would  still 
be  good  security  for  the  money. 

Mr.  W.  8xiTH  :  And  take  debentures  7 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamohd  :  No  debentures  at  all.  We  are  the  landlords 
and  have  security.  I  only  throw  out  this  idea  on  account  of  Mr. 
Holmes's  suggestion,  and  if  the  report  is  referred  back  to  the  com- 
mittee they  can  consult  ¥rith  the  Cfompany.  The  Company  must  try 
to  pay  for  the  rails. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  said  he  was  properly  precluded  from 
speaking  npon  this  subject,  but  he  wished  to  know  whether  Mr. 
Aid.  Hamond  meant  that  the  Company  was  not  to  be  called 
npon  to  pay  any  rent  for  fire  years,  but  that  the  amount  was  to 
aocnmnlate  for  such  five  years,  and  the  £6,500  was  then 
to  be  added  to  the  original  cost  of  the  site,  making  it  then 
about  £40,000  on  which  the  Company  was  to  pay  4  per  cent  in 
perpetuity  ? 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  Tes. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  :  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  consulting 
my  colleagues  in  the  Company  as  to  this  suggestion,  but  if  the  report 
is  referred  back  to  the  Finance  Committee  possibly  snch  an  arrange- 
ment might  be  come  to. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  the  Company  would  not  be  called  npon  to 
pay  any  interest  on  the  capital  until  the  end  of  the  fire  years. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Ellis  :  There  is  plenty  of  security. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  I  think  the  Council  would  do  well  to  send 
the  report  back  to  the  committee,  with  instructions  to  make  an 
arrangement  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Qrat  said  the  question  as  to  the  payment  for  the  rails  should 
also  be  referred  back  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Holmes,  then  continuing,  said  he  thought  that  the  discussion 
dearly  showed  there  was  a  stroog  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Council 
to  assist  the  Company  through  its  present  difficulties,  if  a  way  could 
be  found  to  do  so  without  injustice  to  the  ratepayers.  The  best 
course  would  be,  therefore,  to  refer  the  report  back  to  the  committee 
with  a  view  of  its  being  amended  in  the  lines  suggested  by  Mr. 
Aid.  Hamond  and  himself.  The  question  as  to  the  cranage  dues 
oonld  then  also  be  reconsidered. 
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Mr.  NiwTOH  said  that  after  the  disciuaion  whieh  had  taken  place 
he  thought  the  Goancil^  would  not  be  prepared  to  adopt  a  new  Une 
of  action  in  regard  to  this  matter.  The  more  satisfactory  way 
woald  be  to  reject  the  report  in  its  entirety,  and  allow  the  com* 
mittee  to  recast  it  as  they  thought  fit,  and  the  committee  might  be 
guided  by  the  views  which  had  been  expressed  in  the  discussion. 
He  agreed  in  the  sympathy  which  had  been  expressed  for  the 
Company,  and  if,  without  prejudice  to  the  public  interest,  the 
Council  could  assist  the  Company  it  should  be  done ;  but  he  was 
not  prepared  to  assist  the  Company  at  the  cost  of  the  ratepayers. 
Instead  of  having  special  legislation  for  the  Warehousing  Company, 
the  Council  should  adopt  some  general  measure  which  would  apply 
to  all  people  using  the  Quay,  and  the  package,  cranage,  and  other 
dues  should  be  equalised  to  all  parties.  He  had  great  repugnance 
to  the  breaking  of  a  contract  which  had  been  seriously  entered  into 
by  the  gentlemen  who  promoted  the  formation  of  the  Warehousing 
Company.  Such  a  course  would  bring  into  disrepute  contracts  made 
with  the  Corporation.  There  were  occasions,  he  presumed,  when 
contracts  must  be  recast ;  and  if  it  was  in  the  interest  of  the  public 
that  the  contract  with  the  Warehousing  Company  should  be  recast 
he  would  be  prepared  to  consider  the  matter  without  prejudices 
There  was  too  much  of  this  asking  the  Corporation  to  be  kind  and 
generous  at  the  public  expense ;  the  Corporation  were  being  per- 
petually asked  to  do  this  kind  of  thing.  (<'No,  no.**)  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  a  source  of  income  drawn  from 
«  conscience  money,*'  but  this  Corporation  never  received  anj  thing 
of  the  kind.  They  never  had  any  tenants  coming  and  asking  the 
Corporation  to  inerease  their  rents  in  order  to  make  them  equal  with 
the  rents  of  their  neighbours.  Mr.  Aid.  Hedley,  as  a  director  of  a 
large  shipping  company  which  paid  £1  a  yard  for  Quay,  whilst  their 
neighbours  paid  £1  per  foot,  did  not  say  "  Make  our  rents  equal.** 
If  the  Corporation  did  deviate  from  an  agreement  there  should  be 
good  grounds  fer  doing  sa 

Mr.  Aid.  Angus  said  it  was  quite  evident  from  the  discnssion  that 
the  Council  thought  the  Company  was  of  great  benefit  to  Newcaatlei 
and  there  was  a  disposition  to  assist  it  in  the  present  emergency  in 
a  fair  and  honourable  way.  The  suggestion  of  Mr.  Holmee  was 
something  like  the  course  which  ought  to  be  adopted ;  and  the  report 
should  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee  in  order  that  the 
suggestion  might  be  considered.  The  Council  naturally  prided  them- 
selves on  the  position  the  l^ne  had  taken,  and  unless  public  spirited 
men  had  erected  the  warehouse  on  the  Quay,  Newcastle  would  have 
failed  to  derive  the  full  benefit  of  the  improvement  in  the  river  and 
Quay.  The  warehouse  occupied  a  site  which  in  all  probability  would 
have  been  lying  dormant  at  this  moment  but  for  the  enterprise  of 
the  Company.  He  thought  the  Council  out^ht  to  show  their  sympathy 
with  the  Company,  and  at  the  same  time  have  due  regard  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  ratepayers.  He  recommended  that  the  report  be  referred 
back  to  the  Committee  to  consider  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Hdmea 
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Mr.  Holmxb:  I  sbonld  like  to  see  that  done— that  the  report  be 
sent  back  to  the  Committee  to  be  recast  on  the  lines  indicated. 

The  Matob  :  I  think  yon  had  better  not  hamper  the  Committee 
with  any  nndefined  instructions. 

Mr.  YouLL  snggested  that  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee ask  leare  to  withdraw  the  report,  and  bring  np  another 
report 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlit  :  I  have  no  objection  to  do  that  I  ask  leare 
to  withdraw  the  report,  and  I  will  bring  np  another  report 

The  Connoil  agreed  to  allow  the  report  to  be  withdrawn. 

THB  Fnnionr  An>  thb  ooepobatiov. 

Mr.  Aid.  HiMOHD  said  he  was  instructed  by  the  Town  Moor 
Management  Committee  to  inform  the  Council  that  a  satisfactory 
and  honourable  arrangement  had  been  made  with  the  committee  of 
the  stewards  of  the  freemen  by  the  Town  Moor  Management  Com- 
mittee, regarding  the  price  to  be  paid  for  the  land  required  for 
making  a  road  from  8t  Thomas's  Crescent  across  the  Leases  to 
Spittal  Tongues.  The  freemen  had  behaved  with  their  usual 
courtesy  and  good  feeling,  and  he  was  happy  to  be  able  to  announce 
this  to  the  Council. 

Mr.  JosnPH  B.  Ellis  :  What  is  the  price  ? 

Mr.  Aid.  Hixosn  :  Some  questions  are  very  inconvenient  The 
price  is  strictly  within  the  amount  which  the  Council  authorised 
the  Tdwn  Moor  Management  Committee  to  pay  the  freemen. 

Mr.  JoBiPH  B.  Ellis  :  Every  member  of  the  Town  Moor 
Management  Committee  knows  what  the  price  is,  and  I  do  not  see 
why  there  should  be  any  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Alderman  to 
state  the  price  to  the  Council. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  :  The  price  is  X200  an  acre. 

SKOUBITIBS  FOB  MOHBT  BOBBOWBD. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  moved,  and  Mr.  Aid.  SraPHiirsov  seconded, 
the  sealing  of  two  securities  for  money  borrowed  at  8^  per^cent 
interest'^Agreed  to. 

▲DJOUBVHBHT. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  STBPHBirsov,  seconded  by  Mr.  Aid. 
Soon,  it  was  resolved  that  the  Council,  at  its  rising,  adjourn  till 
April  4th. 

OBATUITT  TO  ▲  POLIOBIUV. 

Mr.  Aid.  BiniiBT  presented  and  moved  the  adoption  of  the  follow* 
ing  report; — 
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The  Watoh  Committee  have  to  report  tiiAt»  in  aooordanoe  witfa  the 
instrnotions  of  the  Coanoil,  they  have  reconsidered  their  report  preaented  to 
the  last  meeting  of  the  CnunciJ,  recommendiDg  that  a  retiring  gratuity  of 
five  pounds  be  paid  to  Police  Constable  James  Kelman. 

Yonr  committee  have  carefully  ooosidered  the  wishes  of  the  Council,  ba^ 
as  the  officer  has  been  receiving  sick  pay  for  a  considerable  time  they  canno^ 
•ee  any  reason  why  their  previous  report  should  be  amended,  and  therefore 
again  reoommend  that  it  be  confirmed. 

Thomas  Hxdlet,  Chairman. 

T6wn  Hall,  Newcastle,  15th  March,  1883. 

Mr,  Aid.  SooTT  seconded  the  motion* 

Mr.  Nbwtoh  moved  the  amount  be  £10. 

Mr.  Aid.  Griosov  seconded  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Cook:  The  Ooancil  recommended  the  Watch  Committee 
to  make  the  amount  £10 ;  bat  the  committee  were  in  rebellion 
•gainst  the  Conncily  and  again  report  in  favour  of  £5.  I 
support  £10. 

The  IfATOB  :  I  cannot  put  the  amendment.  The  Council  have 
no  power  to  pay  more  than  the  Watch  Committee  recommend. 

The  motion  for  the  adoption  of  the  report  was  agreed  to. 

OBATiriTT  TO  k  POUOUUV's  WIDOW. 

Mr.  Aid.  RiDLiT  presented  and  moved  the  adoption  of  (he 
following  report : — 

The  Watoh  Committee  have  to  reoommend  to  the  Council  that  a  aratatty 
of  £6  be  paid  to  the  widow  of  the  late' police  constable  John  Reynolds. 

This  officer  has  served  yonr  committee  for  four  vears  in  a  satiafaotorj 
manner,  he  being  a  member  of  the  Police  Force  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
and  your  committee  have  to  recommend  the  Council  to  sanction  the  payment 
of  tnia  amount  out  of  the  Police  Superannuation  Fund. 

Thomas  Bipi-fv,  Chainnaii. 

T6wn  Hall,  Newcastle,  16th  March,  1888. 

Mr.  Aid.  SooTT  seconded  the  motion. 
Agreed  to. 

THB  OIVDIB  PATH. 

Mr.  G.  8.  Smith  moved  the  sealing  of  the  agreement  with  the 
North  Eastern  Railwaj  Company  relative  to  the  Cinder  Path. 
ip.  166]. 

Mr.  YouLL  said  the  agreement  was  one-sided.  The  arrangement 
might  be  allowed  if  the  Mayor  could  agree,  on  behalf  of  Mrs. 
Oihson,  ^at  the  back  street  behind  8U  Qeorge's  Chapel  would  be 
oontinued  as  laid  down  on  the  plan  of  Mrs.  Gibson  on  1st  March, 
1882. 
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The  Matob  :  I  am  here  m  Mayor. 

Mr.  YouLL  :  Unless  that  assuraaoe  is  given  by  Mrs.  Qibeon,  thia 
agreement  shonld  not  be  passed  in  its  present  form. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamohd  :  Let  the  Mayor  look  into  it  and  report  at  the 
next  meeting. 

Mr.  OL  S.  Smith  :  The  agreement  can  stand  over. 

sswiBiNO,  PAvnro,  avd  flaogino. 

Mr.  0.  B.  Smith  moved  the  application  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Newcastle-apon-Tyne  Improvement  Act,  1865,  relating  to  the  for- 
mation of  new  streets,  to  the  streets  undermentioned  :  —  That 
rach  streets  be  sewered,  paved,  and  flagged  with  the  materials, 
according  to  the  manner  and  levels  specified  by  the  Town  Sarveyor 
in  his  estimate  of  the  costs  attending  the  several  works.  That 
SQch  estimate  be  adopted  and  confirmed  by  the  Conncil,  and  that 
the  requisite  notices  be  forthwith  given  to  the  respective  ownerSt 
as  required  by  the  Act: — 


HAID«0f8aMl 
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It  ft.  Wide 

«   a.  d. 
Uf    0  10 

09    S    7 

£S14   8    f 

Mr.  Aid.  Avoua  seconded  the  motioa 
Agreed  to. 

THX  SAHITABT  INSTITUTE  BXHIBITIOV. 

Mr.  0.  S.  Smith  presented  the  following  report : — 

The  Sanitary  Committee  have  to  report  to  the  Coandl  that  they  have  had 
before  them  the  letter  from  the  Sanitary  Inatitute,  referred  to  them  by  the 
Oonndl,  relative  to  the  lf)tt  ioourred  by  the  institute  in  the  providing  of  a 
building  for  their  exhibition  in  October  laat. 

Tonr  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  space  applied  for  and  agreed  to  be 
provided  by  tJiie  Coundl  was  not  afforded,  owing  to  the  difficulty  there  was 
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•zparMootd  in  obtaining  a  aaitaUe  building,  and  they  bare  to  reoommend 
the  ConnoQ  to  aathoriae  tbe  payment  of  the  aom  of  £180,  being  ose-hilf  of 
the  defideooy  ariaing  from  thia  oanae. 

Thob.  Wiuov,  Chainnaa. 
Town  Hall,  Newoaatle,  2lBt  Maroh,  1899* 

The  Oonnoil  adjourned. 
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COUNCIL     MEETING. 


WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  4,  1883. 


A  msmfo  of  the  Ooancil  was  held  to-daj,  in  the  Ooanoil  Ohamber, 
Town  Hally  the  Mayor  (Mr.  Thos.  Qeo.  Qibson)  in  the  chair.  The 
following  were  also  present — the  Sheri£f ;  Aldermen  Ridlej,  Cail, 
Wilson,  Stewart,  Plommer,  Milyain,  Hedlej,  Gregson,  Potter, 
Angus,  Stephenson,  and  Yonng;  Coancillors  Winter,  J.  Barker 
Ellis,  Scholefield,  Hcpworth,  Quin,  Yoall,  Browne,  Dickinson, 
Owen,  Bowden,  Dobson,  Wm.  Smith,  Jackson,  Stoat,  Nelson, 
Andersen,  CaWert,  Bell,  Newton,  Dixon,  Gntter,  Oliver,  Hedlej, 
Barkas,  Hepbnm,  Wilson,  Holmes,  Richardson,  Ingledew,  0.  8. 
Smith,  Stephens,  Johnson,  Fnmess,  Joseph  B.  Ellis,  Sanderson, 
Hensell,  Scott,  Gray,  Galley,  Satton,  and  Gook. 

The  Town  Glsrk  read  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
previons  meeting,  and  they  were  confirmed. 

A  TSLKOBAPH  OFFICS  AT  JESMOHP. 

The  Towv  Glbbk  read  the  following  letter : — 

Poet  Offiee^  Kewcastle-(m-Tyne»  2nd  April,  188S. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor,— >I  beg  leave  to  inform  yon  that  I  have  received 
authority  to  open  a  Telegraph  Office  in  Clayton  Park  Boad,  and  that  steps 
will  be  taken  to  oany  ont  the  arrangement  with  the  least  poeaible  delay. 

Ton  will,  no  doabt^  remember  that  a  depntation,  beaded  by  ^on,  waited 
npon  me  in  October  last,  and  asked  that  increased  teiegraphie  facilities 
abould  be  afforded  to  the  diatriot  of  Jesmond. 

I  am,  dear  Mr.  Mayor,  yonr  faithfal  servant, 

Thos.  Huiitib,  Postmaster. 
His  Worship,  the  Mayor. 

Mr.  Aid.  Obeobov  moved  that  the  letter  be  entered  npon  the 
minates,  with  an  expression  of  approval  of  the  activity  and  energy 
shewn  by  the  Postmaster. 

Mr.  Aid.  TouHO  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

THB  STSPHSNSOH  LOOOXOTIYS. 

The  Town  Glbrk  read  the  following  letters  :— 
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National  Exposition  of  Railway  Applianoea, 

Chicago.  March  7th,  188a. 

Hia  Worship,  the  Mayor  of  Newcastle-oa-l^De, 
Care  of  Major  Jones,  U.S.  Consal, 

Newcastle-OD-Tyne,  England. 

Dear  Sir, — ^I  am  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Gen.  Ladafl  Fairchild, 
President  of  the  "National  JSzposition  of  Railway  Appliances, "  informing 
me  that  yourself,  and  other  prominent  gentlemen  connected  with  the 
administration  of  your  city's  affairs,  kindly  expressed  to  him,  on  tiae 
occasion  of  his  recent  visit  among  yon,  a  willingness  to  lend  oar  Ezpositioii 
the  old  locomotive  "Puffing  Billy."  Our  Commisaionern  are  exceedingly 
pleased  at  the  prospect  of  securing  so  interesting  a  curiosity,  and  hope 
nothing  may  occur  to  prevent  it  from  being  sent  I  am  authorized  to  state 
that  all  expenses  connected  with  the  shipment  here  and  return  to  your  ci^ 
of  the  locomotive  will  be  cheerfully  pai(i,  and  that  we  will  be  re8p«»naible 
for  its  safe  return  in  perfect  condition.  We  recognize  the  value  of  thia  old 
locomotive  to  your  people,  as  a  relic  of  the  early  days  of  railroading,  and 
shall  as  fulljr  appreciate  the  opportunity  of  letting  the  railway  people  of  this 
country  see  it.  Earnestly  requesting,  on  behalf  of  the  Commissionera,  the 
loan  ox  this  locomotive,  and  aaking  that  yon  will  kindly  inform  me  at  your 
earliest  oonvenienoe  of  your  decision, 

I  am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  senrant, 

B.  H.  Talbott,  SeoMtey. 


United  States  Consulate, 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  April  2nd,  188S. 

My  dear  Mr.  Mayor, — ^I  have  the  honor  a^ain  to  refer  to  the  Amerioan 
National  Exhibition  of  Railway  Appliances,  with  special  reference  to  one  of 
the  ori^nal  locomotive  engines,  owned  by  this  dty,  being  sent  to  the 
Exhibition. 


Qeneral  Fairchild,  during  his  reoent  visit  to  Newcastle,  had  the  i 
tion  of  conferring  personally  with  you  upon  this  subject.  The  Secretary, 
Mr.  E.  H.  Talbott,  informs  me  by  letter  that  he  has  oommunicated  with 
your  Worship  to  the  same  general  purport.  (  shall  not  attempt  to  repeat 
or  urge  anew  the  arguments  used  to  you  by  the  eloquent  and  distinguished 
President  of  the  Exhibition.  But  I  had  the  pleasure  of  an  interview  with 
him  in  London  the  other  day,  and  his  parting  words  were :  ''  Remember 
me  kindly  to  his  Worship  the  Mayor,  and  my  friends  in  Newcastle,  and 
do  what  you  can  towarrls  getting  the  Corporation  to  grant  ns  the  loan  of 
*  Puffing  Billy'  for  our  Exposition.  I  am  very  anxious  about  this,  not 
merely  because  the  old  engine  marks  a  valuable  and  interesting  departure 
in  transportation,  but  also  because  its  presence  in  the  western  dty  of 
Chicago  is  well  intended  to  increase  commercial  intercourse,  and  strengthen 
tiie  bonds  of  union  between  our  two  nations."  I  presume,  Mr.  Mayor,  that 
all  particulars  have  been  furnished  you  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Exhibition* 
I  will,  however,  say  that  it  is  to  be  opened  on  the  24th  May,  and  will  be  of 
international  importance ;  and  that  it  is  supported  by  all  the  leading  manii« 
facturers  of  railway  appliances  in  the  United  States. 

If  the  City  Council  of  Newcastle,  over  whom  you  preside,  shall  generonaly 
lend  to  the  Exhibition  this  unique  relic  from  the  birthplace  of  Stephenson 
and  Hedley,  and  the  locomotive  engine,  I  shall  be  rejoiced  ;  and  I  promiaa 
that  every  care  shall  be  taken  by  all  concerned,  including  the  writer,  that 
the  old  engine  shall  in  due  time  return  to  Tyneside,  laden  with  good  wiahea 
and  God  speed,  from  the  shores  of  Michigan. 

I  remain,  dear  Mr.  Mayor,  most  faithfully  youn^ 

Etah  R.  Joins. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


188S.] 


MSW0A8TLE  COOKOIL.  219 


KewcMtle-apon-Tyne,  BOth  Maroh,  1880. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  in  reference  to 
the  Eallingworth  Stephenson  Eosine  being  sent  to  Chicago  Exhibition,  I 
have  no  objection  whatefer  if  the  Council  decide  to  send  it. 

Yonn  faithfally, 

The  Mayor  of  Newcastle.  Chas.  M.  Paucku 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbkson  said  the  original  "  Faffing  Billy  **  was  in 
Sonth  Kensington  Mnsenm ;  and  the  engine  asked  for  woald  be  the 
one  which  was  bailt  at  Killingworth,  and  had  belonged  to  Messrs. 
Bowes  and  Co. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gbsgsoh  :  I  do  not  think  there  can  be  two  opinions  on 
the  subject.  If  it  will  be  a  gratification  to  the  Americans  to  have 
the  loan  of  the  engine,  it  should  be  eqaallj  gratifying  to  as.  I 
move  that  the  application  be  acceded  to. 

Mr.  Aid.  Ahotts  seconded  the  motion. 

The  Sheriff  said  the  engine  was  a  ralnable  chattel,  and  should 
be  insured  for  sea  risk. 

The  Mayob  :  It  is  moved  that  the  application  for  the  loan  of  the 
Killingworth  Stephenson  Engine  be  acceded  to,  subject  to  the 
engine  being  insured  for  an  amount  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Finance  Committea 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THB  SEA  WATBB  8UPPLT  BILL. 

The  Town  Clerk  read  the  following  petition,  which  had 
upwards  of  1,000  signatures: — 

In  the  House  of  Lords. 

NeiocadU-^n-Tyfie  and  Didriet  Sea  Water  Supply. 

PETITION  IN  FAVOUB. 

To  ikt  M&ycr^  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  qfihe  (My  and  County  </ 
NeweariU-upon'Tyne, 

The  humble  petition  of  the  UDdersigned  ratepayers  and  owners  of  property 
in  the  City  and  County  of  KewcaBtle-npon-IyDe  sheweth  as  follows  : — 

1.  A  bill  has  been  introduced  in  the  present  Session  of  Parh'ament  into^ 
and  is  now  pending  in  the  Hooae  of  LoruB,  iotitaled  *'  An  Act  for  aathor« 
ising  the  coostraction  of  works  for  supplying  Sea  Water  to  Newoastle-on- 
Tyne  and  other  places,  and  for  other  purposes." 

2.  Your  petitioners  view  the  objects  of  the  said  bill  with  great  satiafac- 
tum,  and  oonaider  that  a  sopply  of  Sea  Water  will  be  of  oonsi^brable  benefit 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  City. 

Yoar  petitioners  therefore  humbly  beg  that  your  honourable  Council  will 
afford  the  said  bill  all  the  support  in  your  power. 
And  your  petitioners  will  e^er  pray,  fto. 

Mr.  YouLL  moved  that  the  petition  be  referred  to  the  Parliamen- 
tary and  Bye-Laws  Committee. 

Mr*  Stephens  seconded  the  motion. 
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Mr.  DiousBov  :  Can  this  petitum  be  signed  by  the  Major  and 
Oorporatioii  7    We  are  in  favonr  of  eea  water  being  bronght  to 

Newcastle. 

The  Matob  said  the  Corporation  had  already  petitioned  against 
the  bill.  The  Parliamentary  and  Bye-Laws  Committee  reoommended 
the  Connei]  to  oppose  the  biU,  because  they  believed  the  passing  of 
the  bill  would  rather  tend  to  hinder  the  scheme  being  carried  out, 
than  the  farthering  of  the  scheme.  When  the  Corporation  were 
satiafied  that  sea  water  coald  be  brought  to  Newcsstlo  on  terms 
satisfactory  to  the  people  of  the  town,  the  Corporation  would  be 
prepared  themseWes  to  carry  out  the  schema  The  Corporation  last 
year  proposed  in  their  Parliamentary  Bill  to  take  power  to  bring  sea 
water  to  the  town,  but  they  abandoned  the  scheme,  because  they 
thought  the  time  had  not  come  when  the  scheme  could  be  carried 
out  on  such  terms  as  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  ratepayers.  A 
commercial  compsny  would  not  carry  out  a  scheme  which  would  not 
pay  at  present  ;  and  when  the  time  came  that  the  scheme  would 
pay,  the  Corporation  would  be  in  a  very  bad  position  if  the  ground 
was  found  already  covered  by  a  company.  There  was  no  doubt  it 
would  be  the  duty  of  the  Corporation  to  promote  a  bill  for  such  a 
scheme  when  it  would  pay.  The  scheme  of  the  company,  as  the 
Corp<»ation  were  advised,  was  impracticable  and  impossible ;  the 
capital  was  nothing  like  sufficient  to  carry  out  the  woi^  The 
committee  were  satisfied  that  the  proper  course  was  to  oppose  the 
company's  bill. 

Mr.  NnwTON  said  the  last  time  the  Corporation  went  to  Parlia- 
ment there  was  a  distinct  understanding  that,  before  being  implicated 
in  a  Parliamentary  contest,  the  ratepayers  would  be  consulted.  He 
hoped  this  matter  would  not  be  allowed  to  pass  on  to  a  stags 
which  would  prevent  the  ratepayers  expressing  their  opinion 
regarding  it. 

Mr.  BowDBN :  Are  the  gentlemen  promoting  this  bill  resident  in 
this  district,  and  is  there  any  real  guarantee  that  the  scheme  will  be 
carried  out  if  the  bill  is  passed  ? 

Mr.  YouLL  said  the  bulk  of  the  promoters  of  the  bill  were  resident 
at  Croyden,  and  were  nearly  all  strangers  to  this  district  In  the 
opinion  of  the  Parliamentary  and  Bye- Laws  Committee  the  elements 
of  success  were  not  in  the  bill.  It  was  not  desirable  that  the  hands 
of  the  Corporation  should  be  tied  from  carrying  out  such  a  scheme 
at  a  future  time,  by  having  a  company  with  power  to  supply  sea 
water.  The  estimate  for  carrying  out  the  Corporation  sdieme 
last  year  was  £50,000;  and  the  estimate  of  the  company  was 
only  £35,000  for  covering  four  times  the  area  which  the  Corpora- 
tion scheme  had  proposed  to  cover.  Were  the  company  going 
to  do  for  £85,000  what  the  Corporation  could  not  gel  done 
for  £50,000? 

The  motion  was  agreed  ta 
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THS  BLACK  OATB. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  asked  what  had  been  done  in  regard  to  the  agree- 
ment between  the  Corporation  and  the  Society  of  Antiquaries 
respecting  the  Black  Gate. 

The  Matob  :  I  understand  from  the  Town  Olerk  that  he  sent  the 
draft  lease  to  the  representative  of  the  Society  more  than  six  months 
ag0|  and  has  not  yet  got  it  back  approved. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gail  said  the  Society  required  a  little  time  to  complete 
ihe  arrangements. 

MONXT  BORROWED. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlby,  seconded  by  Mr.  Stbfbbhs, 
it  was  resolved  to  seal  two  securities  for  money  borrowed»-£20 
under  the  Public  Libraries  Act,  and  £2,000  at  3\  per  cent. 

TBX  AKALTST'S  BXPORT. 

The  Toiwir  Clbbk  read  the  Analyst^s  quarterly  report  as  follows : — 
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Mr.  Stsphehb  :  Hare  any  proseciitions  taken  place  in  oonaeqnenoe 
of  these  adalterations  t 

The  Towir  Clkbk  :  Froeecations  hare  taken  place  in  the  woiat 


Mr.  0.  S.  Smith:  Some  proeecntionB  hare  been  ordered  thii 
morning. 

TBS  WHOLBaAJiS  YIOBTABLn  MABKST. 

Mr.  DixoH  said  he  was  sorry  to  have  again  to  ask  when  the  plan 
for  ooyeriDg  the  sonth  side  of  the  Wholesale  Vegetable  Market  and 
arcade,  wonld  be  ready. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlkt  :  The  contract  for  doing  the  work  was  let  three 
weeks  ago,  to  Messrs.  Lowrey,  who  are  aboat  to  proceed  with  the 
work. 

«■  Onn>BB  PATH. 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLSon  moved  the  sealing  of  the  agreement  with  the 
North  Eastern  Railway  Company,  as  to  the  Cinder  Path  [p.  166]. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Smith  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  YouLL  said  he  had  again  to  object  to  the  agreement  being 
sealed,  nnless  some  provision  was  made  for  the  back  street  ninning 
from  the  top  of  Ellison  Place  being  made  and  opened  before  the 
footway  was  shut  np.  If  the  footpath  was  closed,  and  the  bade 
street  was  not  made,  the  residents  in  Ellison  Place,  when  they 
wished  to  go  to  Shieldfield,  would  have  to  go  round  by  Gresham 
Place,  which  would  be  at  least  one  hnndrod  yards  out  of  their 
way. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  Yon  must  remember  that  there  cannot  be  a 
front  street  without  a  back  street. 

Mr.  Youll:  But  will  the  back  street  be  opened  before  tiiis 
agreement  as  to  closing  the  footpath  is  carried  out? 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLsoH :  I  should  fancy  that  the  footpath  cannot  be 
dosed  until  the  street  is  made. 

Mr.  YouLL :  Let  us  have  that  put  into  the  agreement 

The  Town  Clbre  :  The  agreement  states  '<  as  soon  as  the  said 
proposed  new  street  is  completed  and  opened  to  the  public,  the 
Corporation  shall  take  the  proper  measures  to  stop  up  the  said  foot- 
path." 

Mr.  Aid.  OBBasov:  That  is  quite  dear. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THB  BOTAL  JUBILBB  SCHOOL. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt,  seconded  by  Mr.  Babkas,  it 
was  resolved  to  seal  the  conveyance  of  ground  and  premises,  situate 
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between  the  New  Road  and  the  Oarth  Heads,  together  with  the 
Bchoolhonse  called  the  Jabilee  School)  to  the  Newcaetle-npon-Tyne 
School  Board  ;  price  £750. 

THB  GRAIV  AKD  OSHEBAL  WABBHOUSIirO  OOMPAHT. 

The  Matob  presented  the  following  report : — 

The  Finance  Committee  have  to  report  to  the  Coancil  that  they  have  held 
a  special  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  recoDBidering  the  application  of  the 
Grain  Warehouse  Company  to  be  placed  upon  more  fayoorable  terms  with 
respect  to  rent  and  cranage  dues,  &o.;  and  have  to  report  as  follows : — 

1st.  With  regard  to  the  rent  or  interest  upon  the  cap  tal  amount  of 
£33,1^  lOs.,  your  committee  have  to  recommend  that  the  rent  be 
allowed  to  accrue  for  five  years,  subject  to  interest  being  paid  by 
the  Company  antiualiy,  aa  the  rent  accumalatea,  at  the  rate  of  4 
per  cent,  per  aonum,  without  prejudice,  however,  to  the  right  of 
the  Corporation  to  enforce  payment  of  the  rent  at  any  time  should 
anythiug  occur  which  in  their  opinion  would  imperil  its  safety. 

2nd.  With  respect  to  the  rendered  account,  amounting  to  £l,i67  2s.  lid. 
for  the  cost  of  laying  rails,  your  committee  have  to  recommend  that 
payment  of  the  account  be  allowed  to  stand  over  for  five  years  on 
condition  that  the  Company  pay  4  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the 
amount  during  that  periwl. 

Srd.  Tour  committee  reconmiend  that  the  cranage  dues  now  due  from  the 
Company,  amountinff  to  £520,  be  paid  by  the  Company  in  two 
inataimeutfl— one  hsu  in  April,  the  other  half  in  October  next,  and 
the  Finance  Committee  with  the  Grain  Wareboase  Cnmpany  to 
arrarge  a  fair  and  equitable  rate  for  cranage  to  exist  for  6  yean, 
60  per  cent,  of  same  to  be  paid  to  the  Corporation,  the  other  60  per 
cent,  to  be  received  by  the  Company. 

Tho6.  Gbo.  Gsuon,  Chairman. 

Town  HaD,  Newcsstle^  3rd  April.  1883. 

Mr.  Jaoksok  :  Do  the  five  years  include  thoee  in  arrear  or  from 
this  year  ? 

The  Mayor  :  I  understand  the  Company  has  paid  all  the  rent 
due,  excepting  the  last  half- year's. 

Mr.  Jacksoh  :  Then  the  accruing  of  the  rent  will  commence  from 
this  time  9 

The  Matob:  Yes. 

Mr.  NswTON  moved  that  the  report  be  printed  and  circulated 
among  the  members  of  the  Council 

Mr.  Jacksoh  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

THB  HOBTH  BASTBBH  BAILWAT  OOMPANT^B  PARLIAHBNTABT  BILL. 

The  Town  Clbrk  read  the  following  report : — 

The  Parliankentary  and  Bye-Laws  Committee  have  to  report  that  negotia- 
tions have  proceeded  with  the  North  Eastern  Railway  Compsny  with  renurd 
to  the  objections  of  the  Corporation  to  the  Company^s  Parlisimentary  &U, 
and  that  those  negotiations  tiave  resulted  in  a  proposition  by  the  Company 
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to  ooDfltrnot  their  works  for  the  extension  of  their  nulwny  nooommodation 
ftt  Newcastle,  and  to  deal  with  the  streets  affected  by  their  works  in  the 
manner  shewn  upon  the  plan  annexed  to  the  report  (a  copy  of  which  has 
been  sent  to  each  member  of  the  Council).  The  Company  propose  to  stop  up 
the  whole  of  the  Postern  and  Bailiffgate^  and  portions  of  tiie  Back  Row  and 
the  lower  part  of  Westgate  Road,  and,  in  lien  of  tiie  streets  so  stopped  vp, 
to  widen  the  Back  Row  in  the  manner  shewn  upon  tiie  phm,  so  as  to  make 
it  into  a  street  50  feet  wide^  extending  from  the  High  LbtoI  Bridge 
approach,  and  to  continue  such  street  towards  Westgate  Road  in  the  posi- 
tion and  to  the  extent  coloured  red  upon  the  plan,  and  also  to  mAke  a  new 
street  40  feet  wide  in  continuation  of  Forth  Street,  on  the  south  aide  of  tiie 
railway,  from  Orchard  Street  to  Clavering  Place,  and  to  cany  under  the 
existinff  and  proposed  extension  of  the  railway  an  archway  40  feet  wide, 
from  Clayering  Place  to  the  new  street  from  Westgate  Road  to  tiie  Hig^ 
Level  Bridge  approach. 

If  the  Company  carry  out  their  works,  and  deal  with  the  adjoining  streets 
in  the  nsanner  proposed,  it  will  be  necessair  for  the  Corporation  to  widen 
the  portion  of  Westgate  Road  beyond  and  to  the  north  of  the  portion 
proposed  to  be  made  by  the  Company. 

The  Town  ImproTement  Committee  and  this  oommittee  have  nnani- 
monely  approved  of  the  proposition  of  the  Company,  and  strongly  recommend 
the  Council  to  assent'  to  it,  and  to  carry  out  the  neoeesaary  works  to 
complete  the  widening  and  improvement  of  Westgate  Road  in  the  manner 
shewn  upon  the  plan,  and  thos  take  the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  altera- 
tions of  the  Company  of  effecting  a  very  £^eat  improvement  of  the  city  at  a 
oomparatively  smaU  cost. 

With  regsjrd  to  the  tolls  levied  by  the  Railway  Company  at  the  High 
Level  Bridge,  the  Directors  have  been  oommunicated  with,  but  the  oom- 
mittee have  not  been  able  to  make  any  arrangements  for  a  reduction  of  the 
tolls,  and,  under  all  the  circumstances,  the  conmuttee  recommend  that  no 
further  effort  in  that  direction  be  made  at  present,  but  that,  if  the  ConnoQ 
agree  to  the  proposition  of  the  Company  with  regard  to  their  work%  the 
opposition  of  the  Corporation  to  the  Bill  be  withdrawn. 

Chab.  Fbu>.  Hakohd^  Chainnaa. 

Dated  this  third  day  of  April,  1883. 

Mr.  ToULL  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report  in  accordanoe  with 
the  notice  apon  the  agenda.  There  ooald  not,  he  said,  be  two 
opinions  as  to  the  importance  of  the  works  which  the  North  Eastern 
Railway  Company  proposed  to  carry  out  in  Newcastle;  and  even  if 
nothing  more  was  done  than  the  removal  of  that  rookwy  of  im- 
morality, and  tlie  large  number  of  thieves  and  yagabonds  who  lived 
in  the  neighbonrhood  to  be  dealt  with,  it  wonld  be  a  great  advan* 
tage  to  the  town.  Had  the  scheme  of  street  improrement  proposed 
by  the  late  Mr.  Gkorge  Tallantyre  Gibson  been  carried  oot^  the 
means  of  communication  between  the  east  and  west  ends  of  the 
town  wonld  have  been  mnch  more  complete  than  they  now  were ;  bnt 
now  part  of  that  scheme  wonld  be  carried  ont.  There  would  be 
a  capital  street  leading  direct  from  the  Central  Station  to  the  High 
Level  Bridge,  and  there  would  also  be  a  street  made  from  Forth 
Street  to  Clavering  Place.  These  new  streets  would  be  a  great 
public  adyantage. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Babxas  said  it  was  exceedingly  desirable  that  so  large  a 
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project  M  WM  referred  to  in  the  report  ehoold  reoeiye  the  attention 
not  only  of  the  Parliamentary  Oommittee  and  the  Town  Improve- 
ment  Committee,  hnt  also  of  the  entire  Council.  Mr.  Yoall  in 
recommending  the  report  to  the  Council  had  certainly  put  the  most 
planeible  and  acceptable  colour  upon  the  project;  he  had  shown 
that  the  Railway  Company  were  going  to  make  a  street  at  the  south 
side  of  the  railway,  and  a  portion  of  another  street  from  Westgate 
Road,  which  would  do  away  with  Back  Row  and  a  portion  of  West- 
gate  Road,  but  he  had  not  brought  out  very  prominently  the  fact 
Uiat,  in  order  to  make  the  Back  Row  street  50  feet  wide,  and  bend 
it  so  as  to  come  up  towards  Westgate  Road,  a  portion  of  Westgate 
Road  property  would  have  to  be  bought  and  pulled  down  at  the 
expense  of  the  Corporation.  In  committee  the  City  Engineer  stated 
that  the  balance  of  the  cost  to  the  Corporation  for  making  the 
additional  portion  of  the  street  would  be  between  £18,000  and 
£14,000.  Portions  of  property  in  the  neighbourhood  belonging  to 
the  Corporation  would  have  to  be  sold  to  the  Railway  Company,  and 
the  £7,000  or  £8,000  received  for  that  property  would  have  to  be 
added  to  the  £13,000.  One  question  which  arose  was  whether, 
when  there  was  already  CoUingwood  Street  54  feet  wide,  and  a  street 
70  or  80  feet  wide  opposite  the  Post  Office,  leading  to  the  High 
Level  Bridge,  it  was  desirable  at  the  present  time  to  make  a  50  feet 
street  leading  to  the  same  place.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  great 
advantage  derivable  from  this  new  street  would  not  be  so  much  to 
the  public  as  to  the  Railway  Company,  and,  therefore,  he  asked 
whether  some  arrangement  could  not  be  made  with  the  Railway 
Company  to  incur  the  cost  of  continuing  the  street  up  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Denton  Chare,  instead  of  the  extension  being  done  at 
the  expense  of  the  Corporation.  The  Corporation  would  give  to  the 
Company  Bailiffgate,  the  Postern,  and  other  places,  and  the  Cor- 
poration would  get  in  return  about  as  much  ground  as  they  gave  to 
the  Company.  The  exchange  would  be  a  very  great  advantage  to 
the  Company,  whose  property,  which  was  now  divided  into  two 
parts  by  the  streets,  would  be  made  very  valuable  by  being  united. 
He  admitted  that  what  the  Railway  Company  proposed  to  do  was 
a  public  advantage,  but  it  was  more  an  advantage  to  the  Company ; 
and  he  thought  ^e  Corporation  should  try  to  induce  the  Company 
to  make  the  extension  of  the  street  themselves,  or  to  combine  with 
the  Corporation  in  doing  the  work.  According  to  the  estimate  of 
the  City  Engineer,  the  cost  of  the  extension  to  the  Corporation  would 
certainly  be  above  £20,000,  and  he  (Mr.  Barkas)  thought  it  might 
not  be  less  than  £30,000.  The  archway  leading  from  Neville 
Street  into  Orchard  Street  was  very  narrow  and  low,  and  700,  800, 
or  900  men  passed  through  it  daily  to  and  from  their  work ;  and  he 
was  told  by  manufacturers  in  the  neighbourhood  that  the  archway 
was  a  source  of  great  danger  in  connection  with  cart  traffic.  The 
Railway  Company  proposed  to  extend  the  tannel  200  feet,  and  that 
would  further  injure  the  neighbourhood,  and  seeing  that  the  Railway 
Company  wera  going  to  gain  a  very  considerable  advantage,  he 
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thought  they  shoald  be  aeked  to  widen,  itnigfateiiy  and  heighten  the 
tanael. 

Mr.  Aid.  Grbosoh  said  he  had  never  listened  to  a  speech  with  less 
point  in  it  than  that  delirereJ  bj  Mr.  Barkas.  The  Railway  Com- 
pany proposed  to  largely  increase  their  accommodation,  and  in  doing 
80,  wonid  remove  the  Back  Row  and  Bailiffgate — a  district  which 
sent  more  people  to  the  Police  Court  than  did  any  other  locality  in 
Newcastle.  Disorder,  nproar,  fighting,  and  stabbing,  was  the 
normal  condition  of  the  neighbourhood.  He  had  never  heard  in 
that  Council  of  anything  which  would  be  more  beneficial  to  New- 
castle than  the  alterations  proposed  by  the  Company.  He  did  not 
see  that  the  Corporation  wonld  gain  sixpence  by  making  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  street ;  but  if  the  vacant  ground  was  taken  by  some 
speculative  genius,  improvements  might  be  made.  The  late  Mr. 
Gibson's  scheme  not  only  included  what  the  Railway  Company  now 
contemplated,  but  also  the  continuation  of  the  road  across  Dean 
Street^  by  means  of  an  arch. 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLSOH  said  the  Railway  Company  would  not  do  more 
than  thay  had  already  undertaken  to  do ;  and  the  making  of  the 
continuation  of  the  new  street  would  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Corporation.  It  was  quite  nseless  to  go  to  the  Company  to  ask 
them  to  do  more  work ;  the  Company  had  given  the  committee 
their  ultimatum ;  and  if  the  Council  did  not  adopt  the  report,  the 
scheme  wonld  be  withdrawn  for  this  session.  He  was  surprised 
Mr.  Barkas  had  not  given  the  matter  more  consideration.  On 
a  former  occasion,  he  spoke  to  Mr.  Harrison,  the  chief  engineer 
of  the  Company,  about  the  tunnel  referred  to  by  Mr.  Barkas, 
and  Mr.  Harrison  told  him  that,  on  account  of  Uie  traffic  OTer 
it,  he  would  not,  on  any  consideration,  interfere  with  it.  If 
the  continuation  of  the  new  street  did,  as  Mr.  Barkas  stated, 
cost  £30,000,  it  would  effect  a  great  improvement.  It  was 
not  to  be  supposed  that  the  Company  were  going  to  spend 
£500,000  for  amusement ;  the  expenditure  must  result  in  benefit 
to  the  town.  The  traffic  on  the  railway  had  become  so  great 
that  the  Company  must  have  more  room  ;  and  it  was  the  dnty 
of  the  Council  to  help  them  as  far  as  they  could.  The  Corpora- 
tion wonld  get  yard  for  yard  of  land  given  up  to  the  Company ; 
and  the  Corporation  would  get  rid  of  some  of  the  worst  property  in 
the  town,  which  otherwise  would  perhaps  have  had  to  be  dealt  with 
under  the  Artizans'  Dwellings  Act,  at  double  or  treble  the  present 
cost  to  the  town. 

Mr.  Aid  Stsphinson  said  the  street  to  be  made  on  the  south  side 
of  the  railway  would  be  a  great  public  benefit,  and  would  be  a  great 
boon  to  all  the  ratepayers  in  the  district  Some  of  the  largest 
ratepayers  had  their  works  on  the  south  side  of  the  railway.  Messra 
Joicey,  Messrs.  Hawthorn,  Messrs.  Stephenson,  and  other  large 
firms  were  at  present  practically  precluded  from  making  any  use  of 
the  High  Level  Bridge;  but  by  means  of  the  new  street  they 
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would  be  placed  in  direct  oommnnication  with  the  High  Lerel 
Bridge. 

Mr.  Aid.  Cail  sud  the  Railwaj  Company,  bj  means  of  the  new 
street  on  the  sonth  side  of  the  railwaj,  would  open  a  new  way  from 
Westgate  Road  to  Orchard  Street  and  people  need  not  go  by  way 
of  the  tannel  which  Mr.  fiarkas  had  referred  to. 

Mr.  Bell  asked  whether  the  Council  were  actually  called  upon, 
without  any  notice,  to  vote  a  sum  of  £30,000  f  ('<  No,  no.")  It  had 
been  stated  by  one  gentleman  that  the  cost  to  the  Corporation  would 
be  £30,000.  Althongh  the  report  had  passed  two  large  committees, 
still  a  large  portion  of  the  Council  did  not  thoroughly  understand 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlet  said  he  endorsed  all  that  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson 
had  stated.  He  was  a  member  of  a  small  committee  appointed  to 
meet  Mr.  Harrison,  and  Mr.  Harrison  positiyely  refused  to  go  any 
further  than  now  proposed.  The  expenditure  of  the  Corporation, 
it  was  expected,  would  not  be  more  than  £13,000,  in  addition  to 
£5,000  for  property  which  the  Corporation  now  owned,  making 
£18,000.  Instead  of  there  being  a  dark  archway  formed  across  the 
street  leading  to  Orchard  Btreet,  the  rails  would  be  carried  on 
girders,  and  the  roadway  would  be  lighted  from  above. 

Mr.  YouLL  said  Mr.  Barkas  ought  not  to  forget  that  £5,000  or 
£8,000  worth  of  property  required  in  connection  with  this  scheme 
had  already  been  purchased  by  the  Corporation,  in  order  that  they 
might  carry  out  an  improvement  of  this  kind ;  and,  if  the  Corpora- 
tion could  carry  out  such  an  improvement  at  a  cost  of  anything  like 
£20,000,  great  blame  would  be  attached  to  the  Council  if  they 
objected  to  the  present  scheme. 

The  motion  for  the  confirmation  of  the  report  was  agreed  to,  only 
three  hands  being  held  up  against  it. 

THE  BAHKBUFTCT  BILL  AJSTD  POLICE  BILL. 

Mr.  YouLL  presented  and  moved  the  confirmation  of  the  following 
report : — 

The  Parliamentary  and  l^e-Laws  Committee  have  oonsidered  the 
provirioDB  of  the  OoTemment  Bankmptcy  Bill  now  before  Parliament,  and 
while  approving  of  the  general  principles  of  the  Bill,  which  they  believe  will 
prove  moet  beneficial  to  the  oommeroial  iDterests  of  the  oouutr^,  consider 
that  the  power  for  landlords  to  distrain  for  one  year's  rent,  which  is  pro- 
posed to  oe  abolished  by  the  Rill7  should  be  preserved  ;  and  also  that  one 
year's  parochial  and  other  local  rates  shoald  be  paid  in  fail  as  under  the 
existing  law,  and  that  the  Bill  should  be  amended  aooordingly.  They 
therefore  recommend  that  a  petition  praying  for  such  amendments  be  sealed 
by  the  Council. 

The  committee  have  also  bad  under  consideration  the  provisions  of  the 
Oovemment  Bill  for  the  saperannoation  of  Police  Constables.  This  Bill  is 
similar  to  that  introdaced  last  year,  but  does  not  contain  the  objectionable 
provisions  for  an  appeal  to  the  tieoretary  of  State  against  dismissals  of  con- 
stables, or  against  refnsab  to  grant  pensions  in  respect  of  which  the  Council 
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petitioned  Parliament  laat  year.  The  Watoh  Committee  ftiid  this  oommittee 
approye  of  the  genertJ  principles  of  the  Bill,  but  still  consider  that  there  are 
a  tew  amendments  which  shoold  be  made  in  it.  It  is  provided  that  a 
ooDstabie^  who  has  completed  not  less  than  26  years  approTed  servioe,  shall 
be  entitled  to  retire,  and  receive  a  pension  for  life.  Your  committees  con- 
sider that  no  constable  shoold  be  entitied  to  retire  and  receive  a  pension  for 
lengthened  service  until  he  has  attained  the  age  of  65  years. 

The  Bill  also  provides  a  fixed  scale  of  pensions.  Your  committees  oonsider 
that  a  discretion  within  certain  limits  should  be  given  to  the  Police  Authority 
with  regard  to  the  amouut  of  pension  so  that  a  distinction  might  be  made 
between  zealous  and  meritorious  service,  and  service  whidi  is  not  deserving 
of  the  same  consideration.  In  certain  cases  the  principle  of  the  scale  is  to 
give  a  pension  of  ^th  of  the  constable's  pay  for  each  year's  servioe,  and  the 
committees  consider  that  the  Police  Authority  should  have  the  discretion  to 
give  not  less  than  ^th,  or  more  than  ^th  for  each  year's  service.  The  Bill 
provides  for  an  appeal  to  the  County  Court  against  a  refusal  by  the  Police 
Authority  to  grant  a  pension  to  a  constable^  but  your  oonmuttees  consider 
that  the  appeal  should,  in  the  first  instauce,  be  to  the  CoandL 

The  Bill  also  provides  that  where  a  pension  is  given  to  a  constable,  who 
has  been  superannuated  on  account  of  indrmity  ot  mind  or  body,  and  such 
infirmil^  ham  been  brought  about,  or  contributed  to  by  his  own  fault,  or 
vicious  habits,  the  pension  may  be  diminished  by  an  amount  not  exceeding 
tVth  of  his  pay. 

The  committees  oonsider  that  this,  in  man^  instsncee,  would  not  be  a  suffi- 
cient reduction,  and  that  power  should  be  mven  to  diminish  the  pension  by 
an  amount  not  exceeding  ^th  of  the  constable's  pay. 

Thev  therefore  recommend  that  a  petition,  praying  for  such  amendmenti^ 
be  sealed  by  the  CoonciL 

Chabueb  F.  Hamokd,  Chairman. 

Dated  this  third  day  of  April,  1883. 

—He  said  the  Oorporation,  being  lai*ge  owners  of  property,  and  also 
ooUectorB  of  a  large  amount  of  rates,  most  protect  themselves  by 
having  the  clauses  in  the  Bankmptcy  Bill  altered  in  the  waj 
suggested.  The  Corporation  were  obliged  to  giye  credit  for  rent 
and  rates ;  and  were  not  like  tradesmen  who  could  give  credit  just 
as  they  choose. 

Mr.  Aid.  PoTTBB  seconded  the  motion.  He  said  the  Police  Bill 
had  been  carefally  considered  by  the  Watch  Oommittee,  who  believed 
the  bill,  with  the  alterations  recommended,  would  be  a  great 
advantage,  both  to  the  policemen  and  the  publla 

Agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Youll,  seconded  by  Mr.  Holmes,  it  was 
resolved  to  seal  petitions  to  Parliament  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendations  in  the  report. 

THB  OOBPOaATION  FINAV0B8«-THE  B8TUCATB. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  presented  a  report  of  the  Finance  Oommittee, 
containing  the  estimates  of  the  past  and  current  years;  and  moved 
that  the  report  be  printed  and  circulated  among  the  members  of  Uie 
CounciL  He  said  it  was  satisfactory  to  state  that  the  income  for 
the  past  year  had  been  £118,736,  and  the  outlay  £ll7,973,  leaving 
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a  rarplos  of  £768,  instead  of  an  estimated  deficiency  of  £3,663. 
It  was  estimated  that  there  would  this  year  be  a  deficiency  of 
£9,254. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stsphinboh  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  ta 

8IHOI.ST0N  HOUSE — SITE  VOR  MUNIOIPAL  OFFICES. 

Mr.  Aid.  Angus  mored  the  confirmation  of  the  report  of  the 
Schools  and  Charities  Committee  as  to  proposed  alterations  at 
£fingleton  House,  Northumberland  Street  (p.  18).  He  said  this 
property  had  for  some  time  been  occupied  by  a  caretaker,  and  the 
loss  to  the  Charity  had  been  very  considerable.  The  difficulty  which 
the  committee  had  had  to  meet  was  the  disposing  of  the  property 
in  such  a  way  as  would  not  preclude  it  being  used  as  a  site  for  public 
buildings  at  some  future  tima  There  had  been  a  strong  feeling  on 
the  part  of  many  members  of  the  Council  aiid  inhabitants  of  the  town, 
thai  the  Singleton  House  property  should  be  retained  in  possession, 
so  that  at  a  future  time  it  might  be  utilized  for  public  purposes. 
The  oommittee  could  not  allow  the  property  to  remain  unproductive 
any  longer.  The  consideration  of  this  subject  had  stood  over 
for  some  time  owing  to  negotiations  having  been  going  on 
with  various  persons.  The  basis  upon  which  the  committee  pro- 
posed to  deal  in  regard  to  the  alterations,  was,  that  the  cost  should 
be  recouped  in  ten  or  twelye  years  by  the  increased  rentals,  by  which 
time  it  was  calculated  the  town  would  be  quite  ripe  for  considering 
the  question  of  purchasing  the  property  as  a  site  for  public  buildings. 
The  City  Engineer  estimated  that  the  cost  of  the  alterations  would 
be  about  £1,200.  There  would  be  four  shops,  which  it  was  calcu- 
lated would  let  for  £80  a  year  each ;  and  the  rooms  oyer  the  shops 
would  realise  £100  a  year,  making  a  total  rent  of  £420  per  annum. 
The  highest  rent  offered  for  the  house  in  its  present  state  was  £180 
a  year  ;  and  deducting  that  £130  from  the  £420,  left  an  improYed 
rental  of  £290  a  year.  It  was  estimated  that  repairs  and  taxes 
would  amount  to  £90,  which  would  leave  £200  as  the  nett 
improved  rental  The  interest  on  the  outlay  was  estimated  at  5  per 
cent,  and  would  amount  to  £60  a  year,  leaving  £140  a  year,  which 
in  ten  years  would  amount  to  £1,400,  which  would  coyer  the  outlay. 
This  matter  had  been  considered  by  the  committee,  who  thought 
this  the  most  reasonable  way  of  dealing  with  the  property. 

Mr.  RiCHABDSOK  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  YouNO  said  the  property  had  not  been  advertised  to  let, 
and  therefore  the  rent  which  might  be  realised  was  not  known.  He 
moved  the  following  amendment : — "  That  the  report  be  referred 
back  to  the  committee  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  and  reporting 
to  the  Council  what  rental  can  be  obtained  for  Singleton  House 
property  as  it  now  stands." 
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Mr.  AR  Gail  said  he  did  not  see  the  adraatage  to  be  gained  by 
the  coarse  recommended  by  the  committea  By  laying  oat  £1,200 
the  sum  of  £1,400  would  be  got  back  in  ten  years. 

Mr.  HoLMBS :  The  committee  woald  get  the  rent  and  the  interest 
and  capital  back. 

Mr.  Aid.  Cail  said  the  hoase  could  be  let  for  £130  a  year  with- 
oat  any  outlay. 

Mr.  Aid.  YouMo :  Yoa  coald  let  it  for  more  than  £130. 

Mr.  Nbwtoh  seconded  the  amendment.  He  said  it  was  entirely 
throngh  the  bad  management  of  the  Schools  and  Charities  Com- 
mittee that  8ingleton  Honse  had  not  been  let  He  knew  people 
who  woald  have  been  glad,  twelre  months  ago,  to  have  given  £150 
a  year  rent  for  the  hoase.  It  was  qaite  clear  that  at  an  early  date 
the  property  woald  be  required  for  pablic  purposes ;  and  if  the  value 
was  now  enhanced  by  changing  it  from  a  residential  property  into 
a  business  property  the  Corporation  would  have  to  pay  for  that 
enhanced  value.  The  Corporation  would  not  be  the  assessors  of  the 
value  of  the  property  when  they  wished  to  purchase  it ;  the  Charity 
Commissioners  woald  appoint  a  valuer  to  value  the  property ;  and, 
if  the  property  was  altered  as  suggested,  the  Corporation,  instead  of 
being  able  to  buy  it  for  £4,000  or  £5,000,  its  present  value,  would 
have  to  pay  £10,000  or  £12,000.  The  Council  should  carefully 
consider  the  subject  before  consenting  to  increase  the  value  of  the 
property. 

Mr.  Stephens  said  he  made  an  offer  of  £130  a  year  rent  for 
Singleton  House  on  behalf  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion ;  and  the  Association  would  have  made  alterations  at  their  own 
expense,  and  have  taken  the  property  on  lease  for  seven,  ten,  or 
fourteen  years ;  and  the  Corporation  would  have  had  the  opportunity 
of  obtaining  possession  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  site  for  a  Town 
Hall  or  other  public  building.  He  believed  the  committee  would 
have  done  wisely  if  they  had  accepted  that  offer.  In  the  last  week 
or  two  the  Association  had  made  an  offer  to  buy  St.  James's  chapel ; 
and  if  they  did  not  buy  the  chapel,  he  thought  he  might  safely  say 
that  the  Association  would  be  willing  to  rent  Singleton  House. 
The  committee  would  be  certain  of  getting  the  rent  paid  regularly 
by  the  Association. 

Mr.  Browne  said  the  previous  speakers  had  spoken  of  Singleton 
House  itself;  but  there  was  a  large  plot  of  land  behind  the  house ; 
and  the  general  impression  was  that  the  house  and  land  together 
would  form  an  extremely  valuable  site  for  public  buildings.  At  one 
time  there  was  some  talk  of  the  authorities  of  the  College  of  Fhyfdcal 
Science  treating  for  the  land  as  a  site  for  a  coUegei  He  had  been  a 
member  of  a  committee  which  inquired  for  sites  for  a  college,  and  he 
had  been  sarprised  at  the  number  of  sites  there  were  in  Newcastle  of 
about  the  same  value.    The  Singleton  House  property  belonged  to 
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tbe  Cbaritj,  And  must  be  disposed  of  to  the  beet  interest  for  the 
Oharity ;  and  he  did  not  think  the  Charity  would  make  any  sacrifices 
in  the  interests  of  the  Corporation.  The  proposal  of  the  Committee 
was  an  extremely  fair  one. 

Mr.  Hbnzell  said  he  himself  wonld  rather  have  dealt  more  ex- 
tensively in  regard  to  altering  the  property,  so  as  to  have  made  it 
produce  more  rent  to  the  Charity.  The  Council,  as  trustees  for  the 
Charity,  ought  not  to  allow  the  property  to  continue  longer  in  the 
state  it  was.  Not  one  farthing  of  rent  had  been  received  from  the 
property  since  May,  1881  ;  and  for  four  years  previous  £170  a  year 
was  receiyed  from  Mr.  Shaw,  and  before  then  only  £80  or  £85  a 
year  rent  was  paid.  The  £130  a  year  offered  by  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  did  not  represent  the  annual  value  of  the 
property.  A  larger  rental  ought  to  be  received,  and  the  proposal  of 
the  Committee  was  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 

Mr.  Aid.  Cail  :  Yon  will  get  only  £140  a  year  by  Mr.  Aid. 
Angns's  scheme. 

Mr.  HxKZXLL :  We  shall  get  more  than  that. 

Mr.  Babkas  said  the  Sbgleton  Honse  site  and  land  behind  it  was 
about  7,000  square  yards  in  extent,  and  was  worth  three  or  fonr 
guineas  a  yard,  so  that  practically  there  was  between  £20,000  and 
£30,000  worth  of  land  from  which  no  revenue  was  now  being 
received.  According  to  Mr.  Stephens,  £130  a  year  had  been  offered 
for  the  house,  and  according  to  Mr.  Aid.  Angus  £130  or  £140  a 
year  beyond  the  rental  whid^  could  at  present  be  obtained,  could  be 
realised  if  the  alterations  were  made;  but  to  get  the  additional 
£140,  the  property  must  be  fixed  for  ten  years.  Was  it  desirable 
to  fix  £20,000  or  £30,000  worth  of  land  for  ten  years  in  order  to 
get  an  additional  income  of  £140  a  year?  WouM  not  the  better 
course  be  to  ascertain  whether  the  whole  property  could  not  now  be 
utilised)  He  knew  that  at  the  end  of  ten  or  twenty  years  the 
property  would  have  increased  in  value ;  but  if  the  land  were  now 
sold,  and  £20,000  was  obtained,  at  the  end  of  twenty  years  that 
£20,000  at  interest  might  be  increased  by  another  £20,000.  If 
they  could  dispose  of  the  land  at  a  good  price  it  wonld  be  desirable 
to  do  so  and  invest  the  purchase  money.  If  the  alterations  were 
carried  out  the  shops  would  be  patched  jobs.  He  wonld  vote 
against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith  said  he  wonld  support  the  amendment  if  Mr. 
Aid.  Young  would  add  to  it,  that  the  Finance  Committee  negotiate 
with  the  Schools  and  Charities  Committee  with  a  view  to  the 
Corporation  purchasing  Singleton  House  and  grounds.  The  scheme 
proposed  by  the  Committee  was  a  tinkering  and  miserable  one ;  and 
under  it  £1,000  or  £1,200  wonld  be  expended  in  the  hope  of 
getting  the  capital  and  interest  repaid  in  ten  years.  He  knew  a 
gentleman  who,  two  years  ago,  wonld  have  given  a  rent  of  £200  a 
year  for  the  honse. 
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Mr.  HOLVBB  Mid  ho  ttgreed  with  the  remarb  of  Mr.  Wm.  Bmith. 
Singleton  Honse  and  land  had  been  a  troable  to  the  Schools  and 
Gharties  Oommittee  daring  the  last  fonr  or  five  fears,  and  he  had 
urged  that  the  Goancil  shonld  at  once  take  steps  to  become  the  owners 
of  the  property.  The  Charity  Commissioners  wonld  have  to  be  applied 
to  by  the  Committee  for  permission  to  enter  into  negotiations  with 
the  Corporation  ;  and  the  Commissioners  wonld  send  a  valuer  to 
enquire  into  the  whole  subject,  and  to  fix  the  price  which  the  Cor- 
poration had  to  pay  to  the  Magdalene  Hospital.  The  time  had  come 
when  the  Corporation  should  settle  this  tiresome  question  by 
approaching  the  Charity  Oommisidoners  with  a  view  to  purchase 
the  site.  Singleton  House  site  was  about  the  tm}.j  site  of  much 
value  left  in  the  town ;  and  it  would  be  a  great  mistake  on  the 
part  of  the  Corporation  to  allow  it  to  fall  in  to  other  hands  than 
their  own. 

Mr.  BowDBir  said  he  felt  inclined  to  support  the  amendment, 
provided  the  words  suggested  by  Mr.  Smith  were  added  to  it. 
Some  members  had  stated  that  the  value  of  Singleton  House 
property  should  not  be  enhanced,  because  the  Corporation  would 
have  to  buy  it  some  day.  That  was  not  fair  to  the  Charity. 
The  Corporation  were  custodians  of  the  property  on  behalf  of 
the  Charity,  and  they  ought  to  do  the  best  they  could  with 
the  property  in  the  interests  of  the  Charity.  If  there  would  be 
no  delay  in  deciding  the  question  of  the  purchase  of  the  property, 
he  would  not  have  the  slightest  objection  to  vote  for  the  amendment. 
The  property  should  not  be  allowed  to  remain  in  its  present  state, 
which  was  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  Charity. 

Mr.  Richardson  said  the  committee  had  proposed  a  tentative 
scheme  because  they  were  convinced  that  the  Corporation  would 
purchase  the  land  for  public  purposes.  Singleton  House  would 
never  as  a  residential  property  let  at  a  fair  rental.  The  house  was 
in  a  very  dilapidated  condition,  and  it  would  require  £400  to  put 
it  into  proper  order.  Unless  the  Corporation  were  prepared  at  onoe 
to  say  "  we  are  wishful  to  buy  the  property,  and  we  will  negotiate 
with  yon,"  it  would  be  the  bounden  duty  of  Uie  oommittee  to  improve 
the  property. 

Mr.  YouLL :  After  the  Finance  Committee's  report  is  passed 
there  will  be  a  surplus  of  £20,000  or  £25,000  in  connection  with 
the  sales  and  enfranchisements  of  property,  and  a  proper  mode 
of  investing  the  money  would  be  to  purdiase  Singleton  House 
and  land. 

Mr.  Aid.  Akous  said  he  was  glad  to  hear  the  suggestions  which 
had  been  made.  There  had  been  remarks  made  rather  reflecting 
upon  the  Schools  and  Charities  Committee.  This  subject  hsd  been 
surrounded  with  difficulties  owing  to  there  being  a  general  impression 
that  the  land  would  be  required  for  public  purposes,  and  the  committee 
had  been  reluctant  to  do  anything  which  would  interfere  with  the 
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desires  of  the  Corporation.  The  committee  had  never  heard  of  the 
offers  mentioned  bj  Mr.  Smith  and  others.  The  only  hanafide  offer 
received  had  been  that  of  the  Yoang  Men's  Christian  Association, 
to  which  the  committee  gave  every  attention ;  the  City  Engineer 
took  a  great  deal  of  tronble,  and  plans  were  drawn,  and  sent  to  the 
Toang  Men's  Christian  Association,  who  retained  them  to  this  day, 
and  had  sent  no  reply  to  the  committee.  He  had  been  surprised  at 
the  remarks  made  by  Mr.  W.  Smith,  who  had  been  a  party  to  the 
report,  and  had  advocated  it  in  committee. 

Mr.  WiL  Smith  :  I  did  noi 

Mr.  Aid.  Angus  :  Yon  most  aasnredly  did. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  :  I  never  advocated  the  report 

Mr.  Aid.  Angus  :  Well,  it  does  not  matter.  I  will  very  cheer- 
fully accept  Mr.  Aid.  Tonng's  amendment  provided  he  consents  to 
attach  to  it  Mr.  W.  Smith's  recommendation. 

Mr.  AJd.  Young  :  I  have  great  pleasore  in  doing  that. 

The  following  motion  was  adopted :— <<  That  the  report  be  referred 
back  to  the  Schools  and  Charities  Committee,  with  instmctions  to 
enter  into  negotiations  with  the  Finance  Committee,  with  a  view 
to  the  purchase  of  the  property  by  the  Corporation  for  public 
purposes." 

THE  TOWN  MOOR  COAL. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee,  reoom- 
mending  that  leases  of  the  Town  Moor  coal  be  granted  to  the 
Elswick  Coal  Company  and  Mr.  W.  Cochrane  Carr,  was  allowed 
to  stand  over,  owing  to  the  absence  of  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  presented  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  W. 
A.  Potter  upon  the  subject : — 

Cramlington  Oolliexy,  20th  Marob,  1888. 

2V  the  Chairman  qfthe  CMierM  CommiUee  qfihe  NewcadU-im'Tjfli^ 
Corporation, 

Sir,— In  reply  to  the  leveral  motions  contained  in  the  printed  agenda  to 
be  submitted  at  your  Gonnoil  meeting  to-morrow,  affecting  my  report  on  the 
leasing  of  the  ooal  onder  the  Town  Moor  and  Castle  Luaes,  I  have  to  say 
as  follows : — 

1st  I  am  quite  of  opinion  that  it  is  desirable  to  lease  this  coal  now,  for, 
if  it  be  not  worked  in  oonneotion  with  the  existing  contiguons 
pits,  it  may  never  pay  hereafter  to  be  worked  as  an  independent 
royalty. 

2nd.  In  working  this  coal,  I  presume  the  lease  will  provide  sufficiently 
for  the  protection  of  the  Royal  Barracks  and  Leases  Park,  as  well 
as  the  Recreation  Ground  and  Bull  Park  on  the  Town  Moor.  The 
lessees  can  so  arrange  their  workings  underground  as  to  leave 
adequate  pillars  of  coal  as  supports.  Whereas,  to  wholly  ezdude 
these  tracts  from  the  proposed  demise  would  be  unnecessary,  and 
only  tend  to  harass  the  lessees  in  carrying  forward  their  mmiug 
operations. 
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3rd.  Agun,  I  may  repeat  that  the  leaM  woald  be  so  drawn  u  to  mdem- 
ntfy  surface  proprietors  from  loss  or  damage  arising  from  the 
workinjt  aw^y  of  the  coal. 

4th.  Thia  is  an  important  point,  parttcnlarly  to  the  leasees,  who  are  to 
undertake  all  fnture  naks  and  casaalties,  and  I  am  of  opinion  thai 
your  lessees  should  be  permitted  to  hold  their  lease  for  the  first  3 
years  certain,  and  after  that  time  be  allowed  the  option  to  quit  at 
the  end  of  any  subsequent  year  on  giving  12  months  notice  in 
writing  to  do  so ;  aoy*  break  oo  the  part  of  the  lessor  is  quite 
unusup,  and  would  be  manifestly  unfair.  I  quite  concur,  how- 
ever, ia  the  latter  part  of  thia  motion,  as  to  withholding  the  power 
of  sub-letting  without  the  sanction  of  the  CounciL 

6th.  I  am  not  at  all  in  favour  of  a  sliding  scale  for  the  rent  of  the  oosl,  ss 
it  only  tends  to  complicate  matters,  and  frequently  giyes  rise  to 
trouble  in  the  half-yearly  settlements. 

In  conclusiou,  I  can  only  say  that  the  rents  I  have  submitted  to  yon  are^ 
in  my  opinion,  fair  rents,  and  reasonable  rents  as  between  lessor  sad 
lessees,  and  I  see  no  cause  to  alter  or  vary  my  report  to  yon,  as  made  oo 
the  10th  of  November,  1882. 

I  remain,  sir,  yonii  faithfully, 

The  Town  Hall,  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  W.  A.  Ponn. 

THE  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  TouLL  presented  the  following  reports  :— 

Laboratory  and  Assay  Office,  75,  Side,  Newcastle-on-TyBflb 
March  24th,  1883. 

I  beg  to  report  that  I  have  analysed  a  sample  of  the  water  supplied  to 
this  city  by  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company,  tsken  by 
me  from  a  tap  in  Dean  Street,  on  the  8th  instant,  and  that  I  find  it 
contains  aa  follows,  per  gallon  : — 

Total  soUd  matter  dried  at  mevah IMMfia 

Ohlorine  0^10   •• 

Fhon>tiorio  add Slight  traoe 

NltroR6D  as  nitrates   e-oMgn. 

▲mmoDia    • OHWl    „ 

Allmininoid  ammonia OHMS    „ 

Oxygen  absorbed  immediately  at  SO^  Pah 0-010    m 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  four  hoars        do.  • 0*079    . 

Hardness  before  boiling  (Clarke's  seals).. ITOdegs. 

Hardness  after  boiling  one  hoar  (do.)  • 6*0    „ 

Smell  when  heated  to  lOO'' Fah None 

ICiorosoopioal  examination Batisfsetoiy. 

This  sample  and  one  taken  on  the  same  day  from  a  tap  in  Sootswood 
Boad  were  slightly  turbid.  Samples  taken  on  the  same  day  from  taps  in 
Blswick  Road  and  the  Quayside  were  fairly  dear. 

(Sifcned)    JoHK  PA.TTIH80y. 

J.  a.  YouU,  Esq.,  Yioe-Chairman  of  the  Qas  and  Water  Committee 
of  the  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  City  Council. 


QUANTITY  OV  W1.TBB  IN  STOBB. 

Whittle  Dene  reservoirs         525,546,105  galls. 

Halliogton  reservoir 685,004.262     „ 

Colt  Crag  reservoir      756,424,417     „ 

Little  Swinburn  reaenroir      34,406, 496     „ 

Total         2,001,080,370     „ 

March  31st,  1883.  GEO.  SMITH,  Secretary. 
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Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  presented  the  following  report : — 

Laboratory  and  Aaaay  Office,  75,  Side,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
3lBt  March,  1883. 

Dbab  Sib, — I  have  the  honour  of  sending  you  the  results  of  my  exam- 
ination of  the  quality  of  the  cas  supplied  to  this  city  by  the  NewoasUe- 
npon-iyne  and  Gateshead  Gas  Company : — 


DaU. 

SnlphnrinlOO 
oabiofeetofgaa. 

Snlpharetted 
hydrogen. 

MftTchff 

16-7 
15-9 
16-6 
15-6 

6*31  grains. 

6-22       „ 
6-38       „ 

Nil 
If 

„      16 

„     22 

;;  28::::::::: 

Sugg's  No.  1  London  burner  and  the  Metropolitan  Gas  Referees'  sulphur 
testing  apparatus  are  used  in  testing.  According  to  Act  of  Parliament  the 
gas,  when  tested  with  this  apparatus,  should  not  be  of  less  illuminating 
power  than  15)  standard  sperm  candles,  nor  contain  more  than  20  grains 
of  sulphur  per  100  cubic  feet.  The  gas  should  also  be  quite  free  from 
sulphurettea  hydrogen. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly,  John  Pattinsok. 

To  BIr.  Aid.  Stephenson,  Chairman  of  the  Gas  and  Water  Committee 
of  uie  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  City  Council. 

KBW  POUOB  STATION  AT  WBSTGATE  BOAD. 

Mr.  Aid.  PoTTBB  moTed  the  confirmation  of  the  report  of  the 
Watch  Committee,  relatiTe  to  the  erection  of  a  new  Police  Station 
at  Westgate  Road  [p.  175].  He  said  the  Police  SUtion  at  West- 
gate  Road  was  second  only  to  the  Central  Police  Station,  and  it  was 
situate  in  an  advantageoas  position,  three  great  arteries  of  the 
district  watched  converging  at  that  station.  If  the  premises  had 
been  need  solely  as  a  police  station  there  would  have  been  no 
necessity  for  the  committee  applying  to  the  Council  for  permission 
to  erect  a  new  station ;  but  for  some  years  past  the  premises  had 
been  used  for  another  purpose.  Previous  to  1868  the  duty  of 
putting  out  fires  rested  entirely  upon  the  insurance  compaoies ;  and 
in  1868  a  committee  of  the  Council  reported  upon  the  subject,  and 
recommended  that  the  Watch  Committee  should  take  the  fire 
brigade  of  the  borough  under  their  charge ;  that  the  brigade  should 
consist  of  the  Chief  Constable,  a  superintendent,  and  36  officers,  and 
also  of  an  engineer,  whose  whole  time  should  be  devoted  to  the 
work;  and  that  a  steam  engine,  manual  engines,  and  other  appliances 
should  be  bought,  and  the  whole  be  placed  under  the  charge  of  the 
Chief  Constable.  The  Council  adopted  the  report,  and  a  portion  of 
Westgate  Police  Station  was  made  into  a  fire  engine  shed,  and  the 
engines,  ^.,  were  placed  there.     In  1872  it  was  thought  advisable 
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that  the  saperioteodent  of  the  brigade  should  be  a  person  of 
experience,  and  that  his  whole  time  shoald  be  given  to  the  brigade; 
and  that  recommendation  was  approved,  and  the  superintendent  had 
rooms  allotted  to  him  at  Westgate  Station.  At  the  beginning 
of  last  year  the  Watch  Committee  oarefnllj  considered  the 
re-oiganisation  of  the  fire  brigade.  Many  of  the  36  constables 
who  formed  the  brigade  were  married  men  living  oatside  of  the 
police  barracks,  and  they  were  with  difficulty  got  together  at  the 
time  of  a  fire ;  and  the  committee  had  decided  that  instead  of  having 
36  police  constables,  many  of  them  married,  to  form  the  fire  brigade, 
they  would  have  24  unmarried  men  all  residing  in  the  barracks, 
who  could  be  assembled  together  quickly  in  case  of  fire ;  and  the 
fire  brigade  now  consisted  of  a  superintendent,  engineer,  and  three  fire- 
men, whose  whole  time  was  given  to  the  brigade  work,  and  also  of  24 
officers,  all  under  the  direction  of  the  Ohief  Constable.  The  station 
at  Westgate  was  an  old  building,  and  the  shed  in  which  the  fire 
engines,  ^.,  were  kept,  was  so  small,  that  eight  or  ten  minutes  was 
lost  in  getting  an  engine  out.  That  delay  at  &e  present  moment  was 
not  of  much  consequence,  because  that  length  of  time  was  required  to 
bring  the  horses  from  the  stablea  The  rooms  were  not  fit  for  the 
large  number  of  men  who  lived  at  the  barracks.  The  City  Engineer 
had  drawn  a  ground  plan  showing  that  all  the  accommodation  needed 
could  be  provided  on  the  site  of  the  present  station.  There  would 
be  provided  a  large  shed  for  the  engines,  a  harness  room,  stables  for 
five  horses,  coach  house  for  the  police  van,  workshop  in  connection 
with  the  fire  brigade,  ample  cell  accommodation,  residences  for  two 
superintendents,  four  married  men,  and  40  police  constables  ;  the  bed 
rooms  would  be  airy,  and  there  would  be  mess  and  recreation  rooms. 
The  building  would  be  put  back  ten  feet,  and  so  make  the  street 
wider.  The  committee  hoped  the  Council  would  confirm  the  reporty 
and  allow  the  committee  to  advertise  for  plans  and  specifications  for 
the  building.  The  City  Engineer  informed  them  that  £8,000  waa 
the  highest  sum  that  would  be  required,  but  he  (Aid.  Potter)  did 
not  expect  the  building  would  coRt  so  mudi.  It  was  most  important 
that  there  should  be  good  accommodation  for  the  policemen  and  fire 
brigade  ;  and  the  only  way  to  get  young  men  to  remain  in  the  force 
was  by  making  them  comfortable. 

Mr.  Cook  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  Grbqsok  said  he  had  carefully  inspected  Westgate 
Station,  and  the  only  fault  he  saw  was  that  the  ceilings  of  the  rooms 
were  rather  low.  The  roof  might  be  taken  off,  and  the  walls  be 
heightened  three  feet,  and  that  would  make  the  rooms  higher  and 
more  comfortable.  The  engine  shed  might  be  altered  at  a  trifling 
expense ;  the  large  engine  might  be  placed  opposite  the  door,  so' 
that  it  could  be  easily  got  out  He  thought  a  few  hundred  pounds 
would  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  needed  alterations. 

Mr.  Aid.  Angus  said  the  accommodation  for  the  fire  engines  was 
defiolent    He  had  visited  the  station  from  time  to  time,  ndhe  had 
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always  considered  the  acoommodation  for  the  police  officers  was  rery 
inferior.  If  the  Council  wished  to  retain  respectable  yonng  men  in 
their  serrioe  they  mnst  be  made  as  comfortable  as  possible,  and  ^be 
snrronnded  with  all  the  conveniences  and  appliances  for  their  moral 
as  well  aK  their  physical  training.  He  beliered  their  past  experience 
of  the  City  Engineer  warranted  the  committee  in  belieying  that  he 
would  not  unnecessarily  spend  the  money  of  the  Corporation,  and 
he  hsd  stated  that  the  cost  would  not  exceed  £8,000. 

Mr.  Babkab  said  that  eight  to  ten  minutes  was  too  long  a  time 
to  delay  getting  the  engine  out  of  the  shed,  and  it  would  be  a  great 
advantage  if,  under  the  proposed  new  arrangements,  the  engine 
oould  be  got  out  more  quickly.  It  would  be  a  disadvantage  to  have 
some  of  the  fire  brigade  living  outside  of  the  barracks ;  and  he 
asked  whether  there  was  sufficient  ground  on  which  to  build  accom- 
modation for  the  whole  of  the  officers. 

Mr.  Aid.  PoTTBB  said  that  reels  and  other  appliances  for  putting 
out  fires  were  kept  at  each  station,  and  when  a  fire  took  place  near 
a  station  the  men  went  at  once  with  the  hose  and  reel,  and  might 
have  water  playing  upon  the  fire  before  the  engine  could  arrive,  and, 
therefore,  it  was  advisable  to  have  the  members  of  the  fire  brigade 
apportioned  among  each  of  the  police  barracks.  The  stations  were 
connected  by  telegraph,  and  notice  of  a  fire  was  telegraphed  to  each 
station.  Nearly  forty  officers  would  be  accommodated  at  Westgate 
Station,  and  therefore  there  would  always  be  sufficient  extra  men  to 
call  into^use. 

Mr.  Waltbb  SootT  said  he  had  gone  through  Westgate  Station, 
and  thought  the  best  course  to  take  was  to  pull  the  building  down, 
and  erect  a  new  station. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PBOPOSBD  ISSUB  OF  OORPOBATION  8T00E. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbolet  moved  the  confirmation  of  the  report  of  the 
Fidance  Committee  relative  to  the  issue  of  Corporation  stock  (p.  175). 
He  said  that  after  the  confirmation  of  the  report  the  committee 
would  take  steps  to  iBsue  stock  bearing  8^  per  cent,  interest ;  and 
it  was  expected  -this  would  be  a  considerable  saving  to  the 
Corporation. 

Mr.  Ald.  Stbphbnson  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  :  How  is  it  to  be  issued  ?  Will  you  advertise  it  t 
Will  you  throw  it  open  to  the  public  f 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  :  These  are  details  that  will  be  considered. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbbbon  :  We  are  to-d«y  only  asking  the  Council  to 
confirm  the  principle. 

Agreed  ta 
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THB  8AKITABT  UrSTITIITB  BXHIBITIOV. 

Mr.  Aid,  WiL80£r  moyed  the  confirmation  of  the  report  of  the 
Sanitarj  Committee,  recommending  a  further  grant  of  £180  for  the 
expenses  of  the  Tisit  to  Newcastle  of  the  SaniUrj  Institute  (p.  215). 
He  said  that  before  inviting  the  Institute  to  visit  Newcastle,  the  com- 
mittee ascertained  that  £400. was  about  the  maximum  sum  which  had 
been  expended  at  towns  preyiouslj  visited  by  the  Institute,  and  that 
about  30,000  bqnare  feet  of  space  was  required  for  the  exhibition. 
The  committee  recommended  the  Council  to  invite  thelnstitute  to  visit 
Newcastle,  and  to  vote  £400  for  expenses ;  and  the  Council  adopted 
the  recommendation.  The  committee  had  great  difficulty  in  finding 
a  place  large  enough  for  the  exhibition,  and  at  last  got  the  use  of 
the  Tyne  Brewery  premises  in  Bath  Lane,  and  the  City  Engineer 
was  instructed  to  fit  up  the  place.  The  City  Engineer  proceeded 
with  t)ie  work,  and  told  the  committee  that  the  cost  of  doing  the 
work  would  be  very  much  larger  than  the  amount  placed  at  their 
disposal  for  the  purpose,  which  was  £200.  The  City  Engineer  fitted 
space  to  the  extent  of  £200.  A  great  number  of  applications  for 
space  were  received  by  the  Institute,  and  more  space  had  to  be  fitted 
up.  Instead  of  there  being  provided  for  the  Institute,  as  was 
promised,  30,000  square  feet,  the  Corporation  provided  only  10,000 
feet ;  and  on  it  being  found  that  the  exhibition  had  resulted  in  a 
serious  loss,  the  Institute  asked  the  Corporation  to  bear  a  part  of 
that  loss.  The  exhibition  was  held  in  a  rather  out  of  the  way 
place,  and,  besides,  the  exhibition  at  Tjrnemouth  attracted  people 
away  from  the  town.  The  Institute  had  lost  £360,  and  asked 
the  Corporation  to  pay  half  of  that  amount;  and  the  Sanitary 
Committee  thought  the  Council  were  in  honour  bound  to  comply 
with  the  request.  The  Institute  would  visit  Glasgow  this  year, 
and  the  Corporation  of  Glasgow  had  voted  £700  to  meet  the 
expenses. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Smith  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gbbgbok  said  he  frequently  visited  the  exhibition,  and 
the  cream  of  the  whole  thing  was  the  gas  stoves  and  lighting.  A 
large  part  of  the  space  provided  was  not  occupied.  No  doubt  the 
failure  of  this  exlubition  was  due  to  the  exhibition  held  at  Tyne- 
mouth  at  the  same  time ;  and  the  Council  were  not  to  blame  for 
that.  He  opposed  the  motion.  If  peripatetic  philosophers  went 
about  the  country  talking  in  town  after  town,  it  was  only  right  they 
should  pay  for  the  shot. 

Mr.  Babkas  said  he  objected  to  the  grant  When  the  sum  of 
£500  was  asked  for,  and  £400  was  granted  he  opposed  it. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  £400  wks  asked  for  and  granted. 

Mr.  Babkas  :  He  objected  to  the  grant  on  the  ground  that  the 
Council  had  not  made  grants  to  other  societies  which  had  visited 
Newcastle.    He  did  not  see  what  claim  a  general  institution  had 
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upon  £400  or  £500  of  Corporation  money.  Only  five  or  six 
mombers  of  the  Council  attended  the  Congress  meetings;  and 
practically  the  meetings  were  failures  Nearly  all  the  £400 
already  Toted  was  spent  npon  refreshments;  luncheon  was  pro-. 
Tided  for  400  or  500  persons,  and  only  100  or  200  attended. 
The  Coancil  had  no  right  to  spend  Corporation  money  in  that 
way.  He  objected  to  £180  more  being  voted.  He  believed  if 
there  had  been  ordinary  care  and  economy  shown  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  exhibition  there  would  probably  have  been  a  profit 
instead  of  a  loss. 

Mr.  Browhb  said  the  sum  first  asked  for  by  the  committee  and 
voted  by  the  Council  was  £400.  The  Institute  was  invited  to 
visit  Newcastle ;  and  whether  it  was  right  or  not  for  the  Corporation 
to  entertain  strangers  he  was  not  prepared  to  say.  If  the  Cenncil 
did  not  like  to  do  it,  they  need  not  do  it  again.  Having  invited 
the  Institute  to  visit  Newcastle,  the  Coancil  ought  to  pay  the 
bill;  and  if  the  Council  could  not  oonscientiously  vote  the 
moneyi  then  they  should  subscribe  and  pay  it  out  of  their  own 
pockets. 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLSOH  said  a  luncheon  was  provided  for  the  visitors, 
but  the  chief  part  of  the  £400  was  spent  in  fitting  up  the  exhibi- 
tion, advertisements,  and  hire  of  rooms. 

Mr.  Bkll:  Did  we  invite  the  Institute  to  come  heret  ('*  Tes.*') 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  :  We  often  in  this  Council  hear  a  great 
deal  said  about  moral  obligations.  Is  there  any  moral  obligation 
on  this  Council  to  pay  this  money  1     (*^  Yes  "  and  '*  No.**) 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLSOK  :  We  provided  only  one-third  of  the  exhibition 
space  we  promised,  and  that  caused  extra  expense,  and  we  are  bound 
in  honour  to  pay  this  money. 

Mr.  Stephbus  :  We  are  bound  in  honour  to  pay  the  money. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  only  five  hands  being  held  up 
against  it. 

PUBLIC  BOUSES  ON  THE  OOBPOBATION  ESTATES. 

Mr.  SoHOLBFiXLD  Said  that  at  a  public  meeting  held  at  Walker 
the  year  before  last,  remarks  were  made  about  the  Corporation 
granting  leases  of  land  there,  the  leases  containing  a  clause  pro- 
hibiting the  buildings  erected  on  the  land  being  used  for  the  sale  of 
any  kind  of  intoxicating  drink,  and  complaints  were  made  that  many 
people  did  sell  intoxicating  drink  in  the  leasehold  premises.  Some 
strong  remarks  were  made  about  the  Corporation  permitting  this 
inlringment  of  the  leases,  and  he  was  appealed  to  to  take  the  matter 
up.  He  asked  to  be  furnished  with  some  information  in  snpport  of 
whtt  had  been  alleged,  and  he  received  a  letter  from  the  Kev.  Geo. 
Douglas,  Presbyterian  Minister  at  Walker.  Mr.  Douglas  wrote  as 
follows  ; — ''The  inhabitants  petitioned  the  magistrates  several  times 
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not  to  give  incretted  facilities  for  the  sale  of  drink  in  Walker,  the  peti- 
tion being  once  signed  bj  1,733  persons.     The  magistrates,  boweyer, 
told  the  petitioners  that  Iheir  hands  were  tied  when  the  application 
was  for  consumption  off  the  premises ;  that  thej  were  bound  to  grant 
if  certain  conditions   were  complied  with.     In    1875,  when  the 
number  of  such   licenses  was   largely  increased,  it  was  resolved 
to  apply  to  the  Council  to  enforce  the  prohibitory  clause  in  all 
cases   to  which  it  applied.      On   the   6th   of  October,    1875,  a 
deputation,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Ghas.  Thompson,  Frank  Garr, 
John  6haw,  Thos.  Crawford,  and  myself,  appointed  by  a  public 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  waited  on   the  Town   Council,   and 
presented  a  petition,  asking  them  to  enforce  this  clause  in  the  case 
of  all  present  leases  in  which  it  is  inserted,  so  as  to  prevent  the  sale 
of  liquor  to  be  consumed  either  on  or  off  the  premises,  if  it  gives 
the  power  to  do  so,  and  if  it  does  not,  to  make  the  clause  more 
stringent  in  future  leases  so  as  to  effect  this  object     The  deputation 
also  presented  a  petition  from  leaseholders,  setting  forth  that  their 
properties,  which  had   been  taken  on  the  understanding  that  the 
clause    would    be    enforced,   were  seriously    depreciated    by   the 
neighbouring  licensed  houses.     This  was  signed  by  all  the  principal 
leaseholders  of  Walker,  and  a  large  number  of  the  smaller  onea, 
the   shortness  of   the    time    preventing  the  obtaining   of   more 
signatures.       The  deputation,   of  which  I  was   the  spokesman, 
was  received  very  courteously,  and  we  learned  from  the  news- 
papers  that,  after  we  left,  a  lengthy  conversation  took  place, 
and    the    petitions    were    referred    to   the    Finance    Committee. 
The  matter  must  have  been  taken  up  in  that  committee,  because 
Mr.    Lamb  wrote  to  me  on  the  14th  of  October,  stating  that 
he  had  to  prepare  a  list  of  the  licensed  houses,  and  asking  my 
assistance  in  the  matter.     But  that  was  the  last  we  heard  of  it.     I 
wrote  to  the  Town  Clerk  (Mr.  Philipson)  on  December  17th,  stating 
that  I  had  been  disappointed  at  hearing  nothing  on  the  subject^  and 
asking  if  he  would  kindly  inform  me  whether  the  matter  had  been 
disposed  of ;  if  so,  what  has  been  the  result ;  and,  if  not,  whether  it 
is  likely  to  be  disposed  of  soon.     To  that  letter  I  received  no  answer. 
The  Local  Board  of  Walker,  I  believe,  also  took  action  by  sending  a 
request  to  the  Town  Council  to  enfore  the  prohibitory  clause,  but  at 
this  distance  of  time  I  cannot  underUke  to  speak  definitely  on  the 
subject.**     The  prohibitory  clause  in  the  lease  was  as  follows : — '*  A 
tenant  shall  not,  nor  will  use,  the  said  messuages,  tenements,  or 
dwelling  houses,  or  any  portion  thereof,  as  an  ale  house,  or  spirit 
shop  for  the  sale  of  any  ezciseable  liquors  by  retail.*'    After  he  had 
received    the   information    in   support  of  this  matter   he   asked 
that  each   member    of    the    Council    should    be  furnished   with 
a  list  of  all  the  property  of  the  Corporation  occupied  by  people  who 
sold  intoxicating  liquors,  and  specially  stating  those  in  r^ard  to 
which  the  prohibitory  clause  applied.    It  was  decided  that  the  return 
should  be  furnished  only  to  the  Finance  Committee ;  and  from  that 
return  he  learnt  there  were  in  Walker  17  places  to  which  the  clause 
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applied — 3  were  pablie  hoaeeBi  and  14  were  ^prooera  shops  at  which 
intoxicating  drinks  were  sold.  He  had  been  in  commnnication  with 
people  at  Walker,  and  had  heard  that  those  grocers  shops  were 
doing  more  harm  than  the  pnblio  hooses;  they  led  to  priTata 
drinking  and  tippling,  and  the  obtaining  of  liquors  under  the  name 
of  groceries  and  so  on.  He  did  not  wish  to  go  into  this  question  as 
one  of  temperance  or  total  abstinence  at  all,  bat  only  on  the  ground 
that  the  Corporation  were  bound  to  carry  out  the  terms  of  the  leasesi 
especially  when  it  had  been  brought  to  their  notice  that  the 
infringement  of  the  terms  was  detrimental  to  varions  places.  He 
moved  the  adoption  of  the  following  motion  : — "  Whereas,  by  a 
return  furnished  by  order  of  the  Council  to  the  Finance  Committee^ 
at  my  instanccy  it  appears  that  the  Corporation  of  Newcastle  are 
owners  of  86  houses  or  properties  which  are  licensed  for  the  sale 
of  intoxicating  liquors,  and  whereas,  in  the  case  of  17  of  Uiese, 
there  is  a  danse  in  the  leases  which  forbids  any  of  them  to  be  used 
as  'an  inn,  alehouse,  or  spirit  shop,  nor  for  the  sale  of  any 
ezdseable  liquors  by  retail;  *  and  whereas  complaint  has  been  made 
that  such  infringement  of  the  terms  of  the  leases  is  a  detriment  to 
persons  and  property  in  the  neighbourhood,  be  it  resolred  that  such 
prohibitory  dause  be  enforced  in  all  the  Corporation  leases  in  which 
it  is  inserted.*' 

Mr.  Qum :  Does  Mr.  Beholefield  mean  this  resolution  to  hafe  a 
retrospectiye  action  7 

The  TowH  Clbbx  :  It  is  entirely  retrospeotiya 

Mr.  Aid.  Gbbgson  seconded  the  motion.  He  said  the  prohibitory 
danse  was  inserted  in  the  leases  at  his  suggestion.  There  was  a 
great  deal  of  oppodtion  to  the  clause^  and  he  remembered  Aid. 
Bell,  who  supported  the  insertion  of  the  clause,  stating  many  strong 
cases  in  support  of  it.  The  clause  was  very  stringent,  and  included 
the  forfeiture  of  the  property  to  the  Corporation.  The  Corpora- 
tion had  nothing  to  do  with  the  licensing  of  the  houses;  that 
was  done  by  the  county  magistrates.  If  the  tenants  did  not 
carry  out  the  agreement,  the  Corporation  would  hare  to  seioe  the 
property. 

Mr.  TouLL  said  he  supported  the  motion  for  the  reason  that  the 
Council  had  recently  decided  that  the  Corporation  ought  to  carry 
out  aU  covenants,  or  insist  upon  them  being  carried  out.  The  late 
Town  Clerk  held  a  very  strong  opinion  that  the  Corporation  could 
not  enforce  the  covenant  in  respect  to  houses  licensed  for  the  sale  of 
drink  to  be  consumed  off  the  premises,  on  the  ground  that  those 
houses  did  not  come  within  the  clause.  Fifteen  or  sixteen  months 
ago  ihe  question  was  raised  in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  and  it 
was  dedded  that  a  clause  of  this  description  applied  to  an  '<  off  "  as 
wdl  as  an  ordinary  license.  The  Licensing  Act  had  also  been 
amended,  and  magistrates  now  could  exerdse  their  discretion  as  to 
grant  '<  off'*  licenses  as  wdl  as  '<  on  "  licenses. 
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Mr.  Aid.  PliUMMBR  said  there  were  manj  licensed  Tictaallers  and 
owners  of  public  honses  very  anxioas  that  the  Gooncil  shoald  adopt 
Mr.  Scholefield's  motion,  simply  because  it  would  cause  the  value 
of  their  property  to  increase.  He  did  not  see  why  the  Council 
should  adopt  a  course  which  would  reduce  the  yalue  of  property 
belonging  to  the  ratepayers,  and  increase  the  yalue  of  other  people's 
property.  The  adoption  of  the  motion  would  not  reduce  the 
consumption  of  liquor. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlbt  thought  the  Council  should  not  adopt  such  a 
sweeping  motion,  which  would  haye  a  rery  injurious  effect  upon 
property  belonging  to  the  Corporation.  He  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment, "  That  tiie  matter  be  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee  to 
consider  and  report  to  the  Council  whether  there  are  any,  and  if  so, 
what  cases  in  which  it  is  expedient  that  the  prohibitory  clause 
referred  to  should  be  enforced.**  It  would  not^  he  said,  be  just  to 
dose  aU  the  houses  and  shops  which  came  under  the  resolution. 
Each  case  ought  to  be  enquired  into,  and  decided  upon  its  merits. 
If  any  of  the  houses  were  injurious  in  any  way  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee would  recommend  the  Council  to  enforce  the  clause ;  but  to 
act  as  Mr.  Scholefield  proposed  might  cause  great  injustice^  The 
Council  should  not  reduce  the  rents  of  Corporation  property  in  this 
way. 

Mr.  Stephbns  :  It  will  have  no  influence  on  the  rents.  The  land 
is  leased  to  people  who  have  built  the  houses,  and  they  get  the  benefit 
of  it     The  Corporation  will  not  lose  by  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Aid.  HsDLBT :  The  committee  might  recommend  that  the 
whole  of  the  17  honses  should  be  closed.  Every  case  should  be 
enquired  into  so  that  there  shall  not  be  any  injustice  done  to  any 
party. 

Mr.  BowDBV  seconded  the  amendment  He  said  all  the  members 
of  the  Council  were  not  of  opinion  that  all  public  houses  should  be 
closed.  Each  case  should  be  enquired  into  to  see  whether  there 
were  not  some  particular  circumstances  to  consider,  and  if  the  com- 
mittee found  that  all  the  licenses  must  be  withdrawn,  he  hoped 
sufficient  notice  would  be  given  to  the  tenants. 

Mr.  Brownb  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  Mr.  Aid.  Hedley*s  amend- 
ment would  place  the  Finance  Comimittee  in  the  position  of  licensing 
magistrates  of  the  county.  As  a  matter  of  fact^  the  prohibitory 
clause  was  in  the  leases,  but  it  was  not  the  business  of  the  county 
magistrates  to  look  into  the  leases.  The  occupiers  of  every  one  of 
the  17  houses  were  carrying  on  a  business  which,  under  the  terms  of 
the  lease,  they  had  no  business  to  carry  on,  and  the  Corporation 
ought  not  to  say  "  having  done  wrong  we  will  look  and  see  what 
cases  shall  be  put  right.*'  The  Corporation  ought  to  put  this  matter 
right  at  once ;  and  anyone  who  had  anything  to  do  with  building 
property  knew  that  such  a  clause  was  not  inserted  for  the  sake  of 
(me  house,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  neighbourhood. 
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Mr.  Wir«  Smith  said  the  Gonnoil  mast  remember  that  many  of 
the  honsea  in  qaestion  had  been  in  existence  for  a  considerable 
namber  of  years,  and  members  of  the  Conncil  had  allowed  the 
licensing  to  grow  up. 

Mr.  Stout  :  People  are  infringing  the  conditions  under  which 
they  got  the  land,  and  there  is  no  injustice  done  by  enforcing  the 
conditions. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  :  I  think  it  will  be  very  unwise  and  injudicious  to 
hajitiiy  carry  Mr.  Scholefield's  motion. 

Mr.  JoBBPH  B.  Ellis  said  injustice  had  been  done  by  the  Cor- 
poration to  the  people  at  Walker.  The  very  fact  of  the  Council 
haying  allowed  their  officials  to  create  17  licensed  establibhments  at 
Walker,  contrary  to  the  prohibitory  clause  in  the  leases,  was  an 
injustice  to  the  people  of  Walker. 

The  Shbbipv  said  this  was  purely  a  matter  of  principle  and  not 
of  detail  ;  and  he  could  see  no  reason  why  the  question  should  be 
referred  to  any  committee.  He  could  not  see  how  a  committee 
could  influence  the  Council  on  this  question.  The  prohibitory  clause 
was  in  the  leases,  and  it  was  for  the  Council  to  decide  whether  it 
should  be  enforced. 

Mr.  QniN  suggested  that  the  resolution  should  not  be  retro- 
spective. 

The  TowH  Clxbk  hoped  the  Council  would  not  pass  the  resolu- 
tion, but  would  adopt  the  amendment.  There  were  cases  in  con- 
nection with  which  it  would  be  inequitable  to  pass  a  resolution 
of  such  a  sweeping  character.  Cases  had  come  before  the  Finance 
Committee  in  which  it  would  be  inequitable  to  carry  out  the 
resolution  without  some  consideration,  and  there  were  some  cases 
in  which,  in  his  opinion,  the  resolution  ought  not  to  be  carried 
out  Mr.  Joseph  Ellis  had  made  some  reference  to  the  officials 
of  the  Corporation.  The  officials  had  nothing  to  do  with  licensing 
the  houses. 

Mr.  Soholsvield  said  this  subject  had  once  been  referred  to  the 
Finance  Committee,  and  had  come  to  nothing,  and  he  now  desired 
that  the  Council  should  consider  the  matter. 

Mr.  Holmes  :  Are  we  to  understand  that,  if  the  resolution  is 
passed,  these  houses  will  be  closed  at  once  7     (''  No,  no.") 

The  Council  voted  as  follows  upon  Mr.  Aid.  Hedley's  amend- 
ment:— 

Fob  thb  Ambndmbzit :»The  Mayor;  Aldermen  Hedley,  Plnmmer, 
Milyain,  Wilson,  and  Ridley ;  Councillors  Gray,  Winter,  Cutter,  W.  Smith, 
Qnin,  Sanderson,  W.  Soott,  Bowden,  and  O.  £.  Hedley— 15. 

AOAIVBT  THE  AusKDMSMT :— The  Sheriff:  Aldermen  Angoa,  Stewart, 
Tonng,  OregBoo,  Stephenson,  and  Cail;  Ooonoillors  Oully,  Diokioson, 
Browne,  Oliver,  YoiOl,  Calvert,  Bell,  Stephens,  Joseph  B.  Ellis,  HenaeU, 
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Oook,  Bidiardaon,  Johnaon,  Sutton,  Nelwni, 

Bariker  Ellii,  Soholefidd,  and  Hepboni— 28.  . 

The  amendmeot  was  n6gati7edy  and  Mr.  Soholefield*8  moti^ 
adopted  on  a  show  of  hands. 

The  meeting  oondaded. 
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QUARTERLY     MEETINGe 


WEDNESDAY,  MAT  8,  1883. 


A  QVABTiBLT  meeting  of  the  Oomicil  was  to-day  held  in  the  Ooonoil 
Chamber,  Town  Hall,  the  Mayor  (Mr.  Thos.  Geo.  Gibson)  in  the 
ehair.  The  following  were  also  present — the  Sheriff;  Aldermen 
Ridley,  Gail,  Wilson,  Stewart,  Plnmmer,  Hamond,  Scott,  Milrain, 
Hedley,  Gregson,  Potter,  Angus,  Stephenson,  and  Tonng; 
Gonncillors  J.  Barker  Ellis,  Milling,  Scholefield,  Hepworth,  Quin, 
Tonll,  Browne,  Owen,  Garse,  Dickinson,  Bowden,  Dobson,  Wm. 
Smith,  Jackson,  Stout,  Nelson,  Andersen,  Galyert,  Bell,  Newton, 
Dixon,  Gutter,  Hedley,  Barkas,  Hepburn,  Wilson,  Holmes,  Ingledew, 
G.  S.  Smith,  Johnson,  Fumess,  Joseph  B.  Ellis,  Sanderson,  Hensell, 
Boott,  Gray,  Gulley,  Temple,  and  Gook. 

FITBLIO  HOUSES  ON  THB  WALKEB  BSTATB. 

The  Town  Glebk  read  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
previous  Gouncil  meeting. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  that,  before  the  minutes  were  signed, 
he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Gouncil  to  a  resolution  passed 
At  the  April  meeting  with  regard  to  public  houses  at  Walker.  That 
resolution  was  illegal  to  be  adopted  by  the  Gouncil.  Whatever 
infringement  of  the  terms  of  the  original  leases  of  the  ground  had 
taken  place,  the  Gouncil  had  been  a  party  to  it  since ;  and  the 
leases  had  passed  into  the  hands  of  third  parties;  and  the 
resolution  of  the  Gouncil  could  not  apply  in  any  way  to  those  parties 
who  had  given  value  for  the  land.  He  thought  it  an  unusual  and 
unwarrantable  resolution  for  the  Gouncil  to  agree  to. 

The  Matob  :  We  may,  however,  sign  the  minutes. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  Yes,  of  course.  I  make  this  protest  as  I 
was  not  present  at  the  last  meeting. 

The  minutes  were  signed  by  the  Mayor. 

BBVIIW  OF  VOLUNTBBBS. 

The  Town  Olbbk  read  the  following  letter  from  Oolonel  Oolling- 
wood: — 

The  Barracks,  Newcaitle-on-TyDe.  April  30th,  1883. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor,— I  thall  be  obliged  by  your  notifVing  to  the  gentlemen 
of  the  Corporatioa  that  I  intend  hiding  a  review  of  all  the  Voliinteeni  in 
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Korthomberland  and  Dnrham  who  are  willing  to  attend,  in  Godorth  PUrk, 
on  Whit-Tnesday,  to  commeDce  at  3  o'clock  precieely ;  and  if  any  of  the 
members  of  the  Corporation  feel  inclined  to  attend,  on  horseback,  I  ehall  be 
pleased  if  they  will  join  me.  Two  stands  will  be  available  for  the  pablie, 
at  28.  6d.  and  Is.  for  each  person,  the  third  stand  will  be  free,  so  I  am 
told.     Oyer  3,000  Volunteers  have  promised  to  attend. 

Believe  me,  yours  very  tnily, 

W.  P.  GOLLINOWOOD. 
JSSMOKD  DBNE — GIFT  OF  MORB  LAKD  BT  SIB  W.  O.  ABMSTBOMO. 

The  Matob  said :  Oentlemen,  it  affords  me  very  much  pleasore 
to  report  to  yoa  that  I  haye  had  an  interview  with  Sir  W.  O. 
Armstrong,  who  informed  me  of  his  intention  to  make  a  very 
material  addition  to  the  handsome  gift  which  he  made,  or  annonnoed 
his  intention  to  make,  to  this  town  of  Jesmond  Dene  as  a  park  ^  for 
the  east  end  of  the  town.  (Applause.)  I  requested  Sir  William 
to  put  his  intentions  into  writing,  so  that  I  might  report  them 
accurately  to  the  Council,  and  that  has  been  done  in  a  letter  from 
Bir.  Rich,  which  I  now  ask  the  Town  Clerk  to  read. 

The  Town  Clbbk  read  the  following  letter : — 

6,  Eldon  Square,  Newca8tle-6n*Tyne,  28th  April,  1883. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor,— I  send  yon  herewith  a  plan  showing  the  additional 
park  land  at  Jesmond  now  proposed  to  be  presented  to  the  city  of  New* 
oastle-on-T3rne  by  Sir  W.  G.  Armstrong. 

The  gift  recently  made  includes  the  field  now  used  for  pio-nic  narties, 
and  marked  A  on  the  plan.  To  increase  the  open  spaoe  available  for  this 
purpose,  as  well  as  for  other  other  popular  gathering  and  amusements,  Sir 
William  proposes  to  add  about  14  acres  of  the  high  ground  (B  on  planX 
situate  at  the  to^  of  the  bank  eastward  of  Ousebnm  field.  The  greater  part 
of  this  addition  is  flat  land  in  an  airy  situation  commanding  an  extensive 
and  varied  view,  and  the  remainder  consists  of  a  wooded  bank.  Both  the 
flat  land  and  wooded  bank  are  at  present  cut  ofif  from  the  park  by  a  foot 
and  bridle  road  (EB  on  plan)  whicn  is  very  little  used,  and  which  he  will 
expect  the  Corporation  to  abolish,  together  with  its  extension  westward 
which  seems  to  have  no  definite  termination. 

Sir  William  will  also  add  a  piece  of  ground  (C  on  plan)  containing  about 
3i  acres,  to  increase  the  width  of  the  new  entrance  to  be  made  at  the  east 
end  of  the  High  Level  Bridge. 

He  will  also  give  to  the  city  the  plot  (D  on  plan)  containing  about  an 
acre,  and  comprising  the  ruin  of  the  ancient  chapel  of  St.  Mary.  This  plot 
is  approached  by  a  subway  from  the  shrubbery  of  tUe  Baoquetinp  Hall,  but 
being  in  immediate  connection  with  Sir  William's  house,  ne  wiU  stipulate 
that  it  shall  not  be  thrown  open,  except  on  special  occasions,  so  long  as  he 
or  Lady  Armstrong  shall  live  there. 

In  lieu  of  the  foot  and  bridle  road  already  referred  to  (E  on  plan)  Sir 
William  will  give  the  land  required  for  a  new  carriage  road  marked  F 
on  plan.  He  will  also  open  out  for  public  use  a  carriage  road  (G  on  plan) 
which  he  has  already  made  from  the  Benton  Road  northwards  and  which 
will  join  the  proposed  new  road  by  the  cross  road  H,  which  will  also  be 
made  public.  He  will  also,  at  his  own  cost,  extend  the  proposed  new  road 
F  from  the  borough  boundary  (at  I  on  plan)  to  the  bridge  acrooa  the  Onse- 
bum  at  Gosforth. 

These  roads  in  their  entirety  will  form  a  new  carriage  road  from  the 
High  Level  Bridge  to  Gosforth,  which,  besides  being  suitable  for  healthful 
ezeroiBe,  will  enable  the  high  ground  of  the  park  to  be  reaobed  witheet 
Uborioni  aaoent. 
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Sir  WiUiftm  will  aIbo  make  pablio  the  private  road  (J  oq  plan)  whioh  will 
afford  a  short  cut  from  the  intended  new  road  to  the  foot  of  Matthew  Bank. 

He  will  expect  the  Corporation  to  metal  all  these  roads  and  to  feoce  the . 
■ame,  nsins  for  that  parpoae,  so  far  as  it  will  go,  all  the  fencing  which  will 
be  reoderea  unnecessary  by  the  closing  of  the  road  E.  Moat  of  the  new 
gronnd  will  also  require  new  boundary  fenced,  and  there  are  four  farm 
oottages  on  the  high  ^ound  B  whioh  the  Corporation  will  be  expected  to 
take  down  and  re-ereet  in  the  adjoining  field  for  the  use  of  tiie  farm  at  High 
Heaton. 

An  additional  lodge  will  also  be  required  for  entering  the  park  at  the 
hiffhestpoint  (K  on  plan). 

Sir  William  will,  at  his  own  expense,  enlarge  the  pond  which  already 
•xiats  at  this  new  point  of  entranoe  and  will  lay  out  all  the  additional  land 
lor  park  purposes,  and  supply  whatever  planting  may  be  needed. 

I  shall  DC  glad  to  give  yon  any  further  information,  or  attend  personally 
to  point  out  the  bonndariea, 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor.  F&ank  W.  Bica. 

The  Mator:  Qentlemen,  I  am  quite  sure  there  is  only  one  feeling 
animating  all  of  us  as  to  the  great  nsefalness  of  these  additions  to 
the  park  and  the  easy  terms  on  which  they  are  offered  to  the  town. 
The  proposed  additions  will  provide  a  beaatifal  drive  from  Byker  to 
Gosforth,  and  will  enable  people  to  go  up  one  side  of  the  Dene  and 
oome  down  the  other  side,  and  also  provide  a  charming  and  excellent 
fecreation  gronnd  for  a  large  namber  of  people.  I  am  qnite  sore 
joQ  will  all  approve  of  the  following  resolution,  which  I  now  pro- 
pose : — **  That  this  Council  a0(!ept  with  feelings  of  deep  gratitude 
the  generous  proposals  of  Sir  Wm.  Armstrong  to  add  to  his  noble 
gift  of  Jesmond  Dene  in  the  manner  set  forth  by  Mr.  Rich's  letter 
to  the  Mayor ;  and  that  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  convey  to  Sir 
William  the  very  warm  and  sincere  thanks  of  the  Council  for  his  kind 
thoughtfuInesB  in  thus  seeking  to  make  the  Dene  more  attractive 
and  useful  to  the  people  for  whom  he  has  already  done  so  much.'* 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  Aid.  HsDLBT  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbpbihsok  said  that,  .at  the  instance  of  the  Mayor,  a 
oommittee  was  appointed  a  few  weeks  ago  to  appeal  to  the  people 
in  this  city  and  neighbourhood  to  show  their  appreciation  of  the 
munificent  gifts  of  bir  Wm.  Armstrong  for  the  benefit  of  the  com* 
munity;  and  from  the  newspapers  he  learnt  that  the  committee 
intended  to  have  a  portrait  of  Sir  William  painted  and  placed  in  the 
Banqueting  Hall.  It  would  be  interesting  to  the  public  if  the 
Mayor  gave  some  information  on  the  subject. 

The  Mator  said  a  circular  containing  the  information  asked  for 
by  Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  was  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  and  would 
be  issued  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

Mr.  Aid  Hamond  said  the  roads  referred  to  in  Mr.  Bich*s  letter 
would  have  to  be  formed  under  the  supervision  of  the  Town  Improve- 
ment Committee,  and  the  expense  would  have  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
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general  pane  of  the  town,  and  not  from  the  Parka  Fond.  He 
therefore  moTed  that  the  letter  be  referred  to  the  Town  Impronneat 
Committee  to  consider  the  qaestion  of  the  formation  of  the  roadfli 
and  to  report  the  ooat  of  the  work  to  the  CoandL 

Mr.  ToULL  said  the  Farks  Committee  had  already  over-fipent  the 
amount  of  money  allotted  originally  for  the  Armstrong  Park,  and 
there  remained  matters  in  connection  with  the  Park  which  woald 
reqaire  fnrther  expenditure.  The  Town  Improvement  and  Parke 
Committee  shonld  consider  the  whole  subject,  and  report  as  to  the 
entire  amoant  to  be  borrowed  to  carry  out  the  works  at  the 
Armstrong  Park. 

The  Mator  :  I  suggest  that  Mr.  Rich's  letter  be  referred  to  the 
Town  Improvement  Committee  to  report  as  to  the  roada,  and  to  the 
Parks  Committee  to  report  as  to  the  Park. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamovd  :  I  agree  to  that 

The  soggeation  of  the  Mayor  was  agreed  ta 

RAILWAY  RATES  AHD  CHAROBS. 

The  Town  Clerk  read  the  following  letter  from  the  Mayor  of 
Lirerpool :—  • 

Committee  on  Railway  Rates  and  CharM, 

Liverpool,  23m  April.  1888b 

Sir, — ^I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  oi  Railway  Rates  and  Charges  to 
enclose  a  copy  of  the  petition  tbey  are  about  to  present  to  the  Hooae  of 
Commons,  praying;  that  early  legialatiTe  effect  may  be  given  to  certain  of 
the  recommendations  of  the  Seleist  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on 
railway  rates,  which  reported  to  the  House  on  the  27th  July,  1882.  and  to 
invite  your  oo-operation. 

It  will  be  in  your  reoolleotion  that  when  the  London  and  North  Western 
Railway  Company  sought  to  amalgamate  with  the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire 
Railway  Company,  the  municipalities  and  chambers  of  oommeroe  of  the 
northern  and  midland  counties,  at  the  invitation  of  the  council  of  this  city, 
combined  to  oppose  the  scheme  and  to  bring  before  Parliament  the  hardships 
imposed  upon  the  users  of  railways,  in  consequence  of  Uie  unequal,  a&d«  m 
many  cases,  arbitrary,  treatment  they  received. 

The  case  submitted  to  Parliament  was  so  strong  that  a  Seleot  Joint 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords  and  House  of  Commons  was  appointed 
to  consider  the  question  of  railway  amalgamation.  The  outcome  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  was  the  refusal  of  Parliament  to  sanctioii  the 
proposed  amalgamation  and  the  formation,  in  1873,  of  a  new  tribunal — ^the 
railway  conunission.  This  commissian  was  appobted  for  three  years,  and 
has  since  been  continued  in  a  tentative  manner  from  year  to  year.  My 
committee  is  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  a  permanent 
character  should  be  given  to  the  tribunal,  and  that  it  should  be  endowed 
with  fnrther  and  larger  powers  for  the  safe  suarding  of  the  public  interest 
in  view  of  the  growing  power  and  wealth  of  the  railway  companies. 

My  committee  therefore  feel  convinced  that  an  effort,  similar  to  that 
made  in  1872,  should  now  be  undertaken  to  induce  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  brintf  forward  an  amendment  to  the  Railway  and  Canal  Tiaffic  Aol^ 
1873,  which  established  the  railway  commission. 

My  committee  have  little  ho;.c  t!  at  a  mere  competition  between  the 
railway  companies  will  produce  any  lowering  of  the  present  high  rates  of 
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ouTiage,  and  therefore  recommend  that  tteps  ihoold  be  teken  to  urge  apon 
Parliament  the  neceeeity  of  withdrawing  the  canals  from  ander  the  control 
of  the  railways,  aod  placing  them  nnder  a  public  trast.  It  cannot  be  con* 
dncive  to  the  general  welfare  that  the  public  should  be  praotioally  deprived 
of  the  entire  use  of  the  water  highways  of  the  country. 

My  committee  venture  to  hope  that  they  may  receive  the  support  of  your 
Corporation  by  a  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  also  by  a  deputa- 
tion to  the  Prime  Minister  and  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
I  am,  yours  respectfully, 

WlLUAM  B.   FOBWOOD, 

Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committe. 
Town  Clerk,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gray,  the  letter  was  referred  to  the 
Parliamentary  and  Bye- Laws  Committee. 

THE  EXTENSION  OF  THE  TBAMWATS  TO  ARMSTBONO  PABX 

Mr.  SoHOLBFiBLD  ssked  when  the  tramway  wonld  be  extended 
from  the  end  of  Jesmond  Boad  to  the  entrance  of  the  Armstrong 
Park. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  said  the  lessees  of  the  tramways  refused  to 
work  a  line  to  Armstrong  Park,  and,  of  conrse,  the  Corporation 
wonld  not  lay  down  a  tramway  nnless  there  was  an  agreement  to 
work  it.  The  Corporation  had  no  power  to  make  an  agreement, 
bnt  when  they  applied  to  Parliament  for  extended  powers  they  wonld 
make  it  a  condition  with  the  present  lessees,  or  other  lessees,  that 
such  an  extension  of  the  tramway  be  worked. 

SCHOOL  BOABD  PBEOEPT. 

The  Town  Clebx  presented  a  precept  of  the  School  Board  for 
£11,200  required  by  the  Board  dnring  the  next  twelve  months. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  Some  steps  should  be  taken  to  stop  this  high- 
class  education  at  the  cost  of  the  ratepayers.  School  boards  were 
never  established  for  that 

BATHS  AND  WASH-HOUSE  FOB  WESTGATE. 

The  Town  Clebx  read  the  following  letter : — 

Com  Exchange  Buildings,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  2nd  May,  1883. 
lb  the  City  of  Newcastle  Corporatwn. 
Geutlemen,— I  have  a  property  in  the  centre  of  Middle  Street  cons 


of  2  houses,  3  stall-stable,  cart  shed,  large  yard,  &c.— comer  building ;  and 
the  adjoining  property  I  believe  could  be  easily  purchased,  so  then  there 
would  be  approaches  all  round,  which  would  be  a  very  central  situation  for 
Biswick  baths  and  wash-houses.  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  treat  with  yon  as  to 
porohase. 

Yours  truly, 

MOBIBON  JOHirSTON. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gbat,  the  letter  was  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee. 
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VHI  VOBTB  ■ARISV  BAILWAT  OOKPANT'b  PARIiIAlOBSTABT  BILL. 

Mr.  Aid.  Havond  moved  the  sealing  of  the  following  agreement 
with  the  North  Eastern  Railway  Company  as  to  their  parliamentary 
bOl:— 

7%t  Nofih  Satiem  BaUway  Ccmpany  and  the  Mayor,  Aldermen^  and 
CfUktens  of  NewoagUe^upw^  7)fne, 
Av  AoBKUCBiiT,  made  the  second  day  of  May,  one  thonaand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-three,  between  the  North  Eastern  Railway  Company 
(hereinafter  called  the  Company)  of  the  one  part,  and  the  Mayor,  Alder- 
men, and  Citizens  of  the  City  and  County  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  (herein- 
after called  the  Corporation)  of  the  other  part.  Whereas,  by  a  bill  now 
being  promoted  in  Parliament  by  the  Company,  whereof  the  short  title 
when  the  same  is  passed  into  law  will  be  "The  North  Eastern  Railway 
(Gkoeral)  Act,  1883,"  powers  are  sought  to  authorise  the  Company  to 
aoqaire  oomj^ulsorily  certain  lands,  houses,  and  buildings,  and  to  stop  up 
and  appropriate  the  site  of  certain  roads  in  Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  And 
whereas  the  Corporation  have  presented  a  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons 
against  the  said  bill,  objecting  to  the  compulsory  acquisition  by  the  Com- 
pany of  any  lands  and  nouses  of  the  Corporation,  and  to  the  stopping  up 
and  appropriation  ^  the  Company  of  the  streets  known  as  Buuffgatc^ 
Back  Kow,  and  the  Postern,  and  of  portions  of  Westgate  Road  and  other 
streets.  And  whereas  the  Corporation  haye  agreed  to  withdraw  their  said 
petition,  and  any  further  opposition  to  the  said  bill«  on  the  terms  and 
conditions  following : — 

1.  The  Company  shall  not  permanently  stop  up  the  portions  of  the 
said  streets  known  as  Bailiffgate,  Back  Row,  and  the  Postern,  which 
are  coloured  pi  ok  on  the  plan,  sigoed  in  duplicate  by  George  Stegmann 
Oibb,  on  behslf  of  the  Company,  and  by  HUl  Motum,  on  behalf  of  the 
Corporation,  one  co^y  whereof  is  deposited  with  the  Company,  and  the 
other  copy  whereof  is  deposited  with  the  Corporation,  but  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  stoj)  up  such  portions  temporarily  so  far  as  may  be  necessaiy 
for  the  execution  of  the  works  hereinafter  mentioned. 

2.  The  existing  archway  under  the  railway,  which  forms  a  oommnni- 
oation  between  Orchard  Street  and  the  Postern,  shall  be  contioued  (as 
shown  on  the  said  plan)  up  to  the  boundary  marked  by  a  pink  line  on 
the  said  plan,  and  shall  be  efficiently  lighted  by  day  and  night. 

3.  The  two  existing  archways  under  the  railway,  respeotiTely 
marked  on  the  said  plan,  "Archway  to  be  stopped  up^"  may  be 
stopped  up  by  the  Company. 

4.  The  existing  archway  under  the  railway,  which  forms  a  oommnni* 
cation  between  Clavering  Plaoe  and  Baili£^te,  shall  be  stopped  up^ 
and  in  lieu  thereof  the  Company  shall  make  and  maintain  an  arohway 
as  shown  on  the  said  plan,  having  a  width  of  forty  feet  and  a  clear 
headway  of  sixteen  feet  throughout  its  entire  width,  and  efficiently 
lighted  so  as  to  form  a  communication  between  Clavering  Piaoe  and 
Back  Row,  as  proposed  to  be  widened  as  hereinafter  mentioned. 

5.  The  Company  shall  also  make  a  street  forty  feet  wide,  between 
the  east  side  of  Orchard  Street  and  the  west  side  of  Clavering  Plaoe^  as 
shown  upon  the  said  plan. 

6.  The  Corporation  intend  to  widen  and  divert  Westgate  Road  in 
the  manner  shown  on  the  said  plan,  and  with  a  view  to  form  one  oon- 
tinuous  street  the  0>mpany  agree  to  make  (simultaneously  with  tiie 
said  widening  and  diversion  of  Westgate  Road  by  the  Corporation) 
a  street  fifty  feet  wide  as  shown  on  the  said  plan  (bein|^  coloured  pink 
thereon),  up  to  the  west  side  of  the  approach  road  leading  to  the  High 
Level  Bridge  across  the  Tvne,  in  continuation  of  Wes^te  Road  as 
proposed  to  be  diverted  and  widened  by  the  Coiporation.    The  Coos- 
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paiiy  may,  for  the  purpose  of  making  inoh  last  mentioned  street,  stop 
sp  and  deal  with,  as  may  be  necessary,  the  |N>rtion  of  Back  Kow 
coloured  pink  on  tiie  said  plan,  which  portion  is  intended  to  form  part 
of  the  site  of  the  said  new  street. 

7.  The  said  new  streets  whioh  are  to  be  made  by  the  Company  shall 
be  made  and  completed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Cornoration,  and  as 
soon  as  the  same  are  so  made  and  completed  they  shall  be  adopted  by 
the  Ckirporation  as  public  streets^  and  all  liability  of  the  Company  in 
respect  of  the  same  shall  cease. 

8.  In  consideration  of  the  premises,  and  as  part  of  the  general 
arrangements  expressed  in  this  agreement,  the  Corporation  agree  to 
convey  to  the  Company  all  the  estate  and  interest  of  the  Corporation 
In  the  land  formiog  the  site  of  those  portions  of  the  said  streets 
respectively  known  as  Orchard  Street,  Postern,  Bailiffgate,  Back  Bow, 
and  Westgate  Bead,  which  are  colonied  yellow  on  the  said  plan.  And 
the  Corporation  also  agree  that  so  mnch  of  their  land  as  will  be 
required  for  the  purpose  of  forming  theron  the  said  new  road  from 
Orchard  Street  to  Clavering  Place,  and  which  portion  is  shown  on  the 
said  plan,  and  contains  an  area  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  yards  or 
thereabouts,  shall  be  given  up  b^  the  Corporation  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid,  without  the  Company  bemg  required  to  purchase  the  same. 

9.  This  sffreement  Ib  made  subject  to  such  alterations  as  Parliament 
may  think  nt  to  make  therein. 

In  witness  whereof  the  Company  and  the  Corporation  have  hereunto 
respectively  affixed  their  common  seals  the  day  and  year  first  before 


— He  said  the  contents  of  the  agreement  required  no  remark  from 
him,  excepting  the  last  paragraph  relating  to  the  160  yards  of  land. 
The  Corporation  had,  as  far  as  they  coald,  acted  upon  the  principle 
of  giving  yard  for  yard  of  land  given  by  the  Railway  Company  ;  bat 
the  Company  had  also  given  up  230  yards  not  included  in  the  yard 
for  yard  arrangement  8ome  years  ago  the  Company  agreed  to 
purchase  160  yards  of  land  for  £500,  in  order  to  widen  the  approach 
to  Victoria  Place ;  but  that  agreement  had  never  been  acted  upon, 
because  the  Company  had  always  had  in  yiew  the  extension  of 
railway  accommodation  now  proposed.  The  Company  considered 
that,  as  they  gave  up  230  yards  without  any  acknowledgment  from 
the  Corporation,  they  should  not  have  to  pay  for  the  160  yards,  and 
urged  that  the  230  yards  and  160  yards  should  be  added  to  the  streets 
for  the  public  benefit,  independent  of  the  give  and  take  line.  The 
probable  cost  to  the  town  of  the  carrying  out  of  the  improvements 
was  mentioned  at  the  previous  meeting  of  the  Council ;  and  this 
X500  would  be  an  addition  to  the  sum  then  mentioned.  He 
trusted  the  Council  would  not  hesitate  to  sanction  the  sealing  of  the 
agreement,  which  would  enable  a  valuable  improvement  to  be  carried 
oat  for  the  benefit  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLSOK  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Nbwtov  said  there  were  two  subjects  which  he  would  very 
much  ]ike  to  see  incorporated  in  the  agreement  He  would  like  to  see 
are-arrangement  of  the  terms  between  the  Corporation  and  the  North 
Eastern  Railway  Company  with  respect  to  the  Thorough  Toll.  It 
was  many  years  since  it  was  agreed  that  the  Company  should  pay  a 
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fixed  Bom  in  raspeet  to  the  Toll,  and  the  traffic  of  the  Oompaii  j  had 
more  than  qoadropled  nnoe  that  Ume,  whilst  the  amount  paid  to 
the  Corporation  had  not  increased.  The  second  subject  was  with 
regard  to  the  tolls  at  the  High  Lerel  Bridge.  The  wish  had  often 
been  expressed  to  haye  that  bridge  thrown  open  without  toll ;  and 
no  time  could  be  more  opportune  than  the  present,  when  the  Com- 
pany required  the  assistance  of  the  Corporation,  to  initiate  soma 
means  to  secure  that  object 

Mr.  YouLL  said  if  Mr.  Newton  had  read  the  report  of  the 
Parliamentary  and  Bje-Laws  Committee  with  respect  to  the  North 
Eastern  Railway  Company's  Bill,  he  would  hare  found  that  the 
subject  of  the  High  Level  Bridge  tolls  had  been  considered  hy  the 
Committee;  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  that  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  should  stand  over.  As  the 
question  of  the  Thorough  Toll  was  involved  in  the  other  question, 
the  consideration  of  it  also  had  to  stand  over* 

Mr.  JoSKPH  B.  Ellis  said  he  had  never  listened  to  a  more  unjust 
and  unreasonable  proposal  than  that  the  Railway  Company  Bh3uld 
not  pay  the  £500  for  the  160  yards  of  land.  This  proposal  was 
different  to  that  placed  before  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council,  and 
was  not  in  accordance  with  the  ideas  entertained  by  the  members  of 
the  Committee  appointed  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Harrison,  the  engineer 
of  the  Company;  those  gentlemen  understood  that  the  160  yards  of 
land  was  to  be  paid  for  by  the  Company.  This  proposal  would  be 
an  addition  to  the  £10,000  or  £12,000  which  the  town  would  have 
to  expend  in  improvements  which,  while  they  benefitted  the  town, 
would  tend  much  more  to  benefit  the  Company.  The  land  which 
twelve  years  ago  was  worth  £500  was  now  worth  £800 ;  and  the 
Company  ought  to  have  been  content  and  paid  the  £500.  Was  it 
to  be  supposed  that  the  Corporation  would  make  a  road  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Company  and  not  be  paid  for  the  land  f  Had  the 
Company  to  take  £500  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  ratepayers  who 
were  already  liable  to  the  extent  of  several  thousands  of  pounds,  to 
aid  in  making  an  improvement  which  would  be  of  great  advantage 
to  the  Company  f  The  Coancil  should  insist  upon  being  paid  for 
the  160  yards  of  land.  He  moved  an  amendment  to  the  effect 
that  the  agreement  be  referred  back  to  the  Conmiittee  for  further 
consideration. 

Mr.  BowDBN  said  it  was  suggested  to  the  Committee  that  the 
attention  of  the  North  Eastern  Railway  Company  should  be  drawn 
to  the  road  from  Neville  Street  to  Orchard  Street,  which  would  be 
made  more  awkward  when  the  tunnel  was  lengthened. 

The  Matob  said  it  had  now  been  agreed  that  the  approach  to 
Orchard  Street  should  be  made  the  full  width  of  the  present  street, 
and  be  lighted. 

Mr.  BowDBH  :  And  straightened  ? 

The  Mayor  :  No,  not  straightened. 
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Mr.  Bbownk  said  that  for  manj  years  past  he  had  very  carefall j 
studied  the  neighboarhood|  and  he  belieyed  that  the  improyements 
proposed  would  be  by  far  the  greatest  improrements  ever  made  in 
Kewcastle.  He  was  surprised  at  the  tone  in  which  Mr.  Ellis  had 
spoken ;  because  he  ^Mr.  Browne)  beliered  the  town  would  gain  a 
great  deal  more  than  it  gave.  There  was  no  doubt  the  improvements 
would  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  North  Eastern  Railway  Company ; 
but  the  Council  should  remember  that  the  improyements,  whilst 
enabling  the  public  traffic  to  be  carried  on  more  easily  and  with 
greater  safety,  would  not  increase  the  dividend  of  the  Company.  The 
improyements  would  be  of  benefit  to  the  public.  On  the  whole,  be 
thought  the  the  Company  had  met  the  Council  in  an  extremely  fair 
and  liberal  way ;  and  it  would  be  most  unwise  and  improper  to 
hesitate  to  sign  the  agreement,  or  to  raise  any  difficulty  on  any 
small  point. 

Mr.  FuBHBSS  said  he  had  found  that  not  a  single  member  of  the 
Committee,  or  the  Town  Clerk,  had  been  under  the  impression  that 
the  Council  had  to  give  up  the  160  yards  of  land.  He  did  not  see 
why  the  Council  should  be  called  upon  to  subscribe  £500  out  of  the 
ratepayers'  pockets  to  aid  the  Kailway  Company.  He  seconded  Mr. 
Ellis's  amendment 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlst  said  he  was  a  member  of  the  small  committee 
appointed  to  negotiate  with  the  North  Eastern  Railway  Company 
with  respect  to  the  improvements,  and  they  were  extremely  anxious 
to  get  Mr.  Harrison  to  agree  to  the  Company  paying  the  £500. 
Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  the  committee  had  had  another 
interview  with  Mr.  Harrison,  who  pointed  out  the  number  of  yards 
of  land  which  the  Company  had  agreed  to  give  to  the  Corporation, 
indnding  the  230  yards  mentioned  in  the  ^reement,  for  providing 
an  archway  the  full  width  of  the  road  to  Orchard  Street.  At  first 
it  was  intended  to  have  had  a  narrow  arch,  something  like  the 
present  one;  but  Mr.  Harrison  had  agreed  to  make  it  the  full 
width  of  the  road,  and  to  lay  girders,  so  that  the  road  below  might 
be  lighted.  Mr.  Harrison  stated  that  it  would  be  extremely 
difficult  to  widen  the  arch  further  along,  but  if  it  were  possible 
to  do  so,  it  would  be  done.  His  (Aid.  Hedley's^  impression 
was  that  the  Company  had  met  the  Corporation  fairly  in  every 
way. 

Mr.  Babkas  asked  by  whose  authority  the  alteration  had  been 
made  in  the  agreement  now  submitted  to  the  Council.  The  majority 
of  the  members  of  the  Council  had  heard  the  agreement  for  the 
first  time,  and  had  heard  it  very  imperfectly.  The  only  clause  in 
the  agreement  which  struck  him  as  not  consistent  with  the  decision 
oome  to  by  the  Council  at  the  previous  meeting,  was  that  having 
reference  to  the  property  for  the  40  feet  street  from  Orchard  Street 
to  Clavering  Place.  According  to  the  report  passed  at  the  last 
meeting  of  Uie  Council,  the  sum  of  £160  had  to  be  paid,  he  believed, 
by  the  Railway  Company  to  the  Corporation  for  the  160  yards. 

I  1 
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He  woald  like  to  know  whether  the  280  yards  of  land  which  ICt. 
Aid.  Hamond  aaid  was  to  be  presented  by  the  Company  to  the 
Corporation  in  the  form  of  streets,  was  included  in  the  preTiona 
statement  made  to  the  Cooncil  at  the  April  meeting ;  because,  if  it 
was  not  included,  there  would  be  two  alterations  in  the  agreement 
As  those  two  alterations  had  been  introduced  into  the  agreement, 
apparently  without  authority  from  the  committee  or  Council,  it 
would  be  well  to  allow  the  Council  time  to  consider  it  properly 
before  coming  to  a  decision  upon  it^ 

The  MiTOR  :  I  think  the  Town  Clerk  had  better  explain  thia 
matter. 

The  Town  Olbrk  said  that,  with  thiB  exception  of  the  para^rraph 
to  which  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  had  drawn  attention,  the  agreement 
carried  out  accurately  the  matters  brought  before  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Council.  The  draft  agreement  sent  to  him  by  the  Railway 
Company  was  before  the  Sub-Parliamentary  Committee  some  time 
before  the  proposition  made  by  Mr.  Harrison.  The  committee 
were  all  under  the  impression,  from  the  first  interview  they  had  with 
Mr.  Harrison,  that  the  clause  under  which  it  Was  proponed  the 
Corporation  should  give  up  the  160  yards  of  land  was  abandoned 
by  Mr.  Harrison.  At  an  interriew  which  they  had  had  with  Mn 
Harrison  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council,  he  (Mr.  Harrison) 
stated  that  he  did  not  abandon  the  clause.  There  was  no  doubt 
whaterer  that  the  Corporation  at  the  last  meeting  passed  the  report 
upon  the  understanding — ^if  it  ever  was  mentioned — that  Mr. 
Harrison  had  abandoned  the  clause.  The  Bailway  Company  now 
insisted  upon  the  clause  being  included  in  the  agreement  and, 
therefore,  the  matter  was  brought  before  the  CoundL 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  the  Thorough  Toll  was  a  question  of  sach 
magnitude  and  of  so  much  importance  to  the  ratepayers,  that  he, 
for  one,  did  not  feel  justified  in  proposing  an  increase  in  the  amount 
to  be  paid  by  the  North  Eastern  Railway  Company,  unless  the 
ratepayers  in  public  meeting  insisted  upon  an  alteration  being  made^ 
The  committee  went  carefully  into  the  question  of  the  toll  on 
passengers  using  the  High  Level  Bridge,  and  had  several  communi- 
cations with  the  Railway  Company.  The  Company  was  about  to 
spend  £175,000  in  Newcastle  in  providing  additional  railway 
facilities,  and  so  would  increase  its  liability  to  rates  and  taxes,  whidi 
would  be  a  benefit  to  the  Corporation  ;  and  would  also  remove  some 
of  the  most  disgraceful  property  in  the  town,  and  form  a  noble 
street;  and,  under  the  circumstances,  the  committee  did  not  feel 
justified  in  negotiating  with  respect  to  the  toll  on  passenger  traffic 
on  the  High  Level  Bridge.  With  respect  to  Mr.  Ellis*s  remarks, 
he  (Aid.  Hamond)  said  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Railway 
Company  would  be  of  great  public  advantage.  The  public  would 
benefit  to  a  great  extent  by  the  increased  railway  fscilities,  and  by 
having  a  noble  street  formed  in  continuation  of  Westgate  Road  to 
the  EUgh  Level  Bridge.     If  the  Oouneil  remitted  t^  agreement 
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bick  to  the  committee  they  might  just  as  well  tell  the  North 
Eastern  Railway  Ck>mpany  to  at  once  withdraw  from  its  bill  the 
claase  relating  to  the  improyements  in  Newcastle.  Mr.  Harrison 
was  one  of  the  most  honourable  men  in  the  North  of  England,  and 
woold  not  quibble  for  £500  or  £1,000 ;  and  Mr.  Harrison  stated 
that  he  had  always  beliered  the  160  yards  of  ground  was  to  be 
given  up  by  the  Corporation  in  the  same  way  that  the  North 
Eastern  Railway  Company  gare  up  the  230  yards  ;  whilst  the 
Corporation  beliered  the  Company  were  to  pay  for  the  land.  The 
Council  should  not  risk  losing  such  a  public  benefit  and  improre- 
ment  for  the  sake  of  £500,  or,  according  to  Mr.  fiarkas^s  authority, 
a  paltry  sum  of  £160. 

The  amendment  was  negatiyed,  only  10  hands  being  held  up  for 
it,  whilst  a  large  number  were  held  up  against.  The  motion  for  the 
sealing  of  the  agreement  was  adopted. 

•      WIDEKINQ  THE  APPROACH  TO  OUSBBUBN  BBIDOS. 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLsoK  moyed  the  sealing  of  a  conveyance,  from 
Mrs.  Susanna  Gibson  to  the  Corporation,  of  property  at  Albion 
Row  for  widening  the  street.  He  said  the  property  stood  in  the 
way  of  the  road  from  the  Ousebum  Bridge  to  Walker,  and  the 
removal  of  the  property  would  be  a  great  improvement.  The 
cost  was  £500. 

Mr.  0.  B.  Bmith  seconded  the  motion. 
Agreed  to. 

CONVBTAHOS  OT  LAHD  IH  THE  OLOSB. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  moved  the  sealing  of  a  conveyance,  from  the 
North  Eastern  Railway  Company  to  the  Corporation,  of  a  piece  of 
land  in  the  Close,  formerly  the  site  of  Brown's  mill.  He  said  the 
agreement  to  purchase  the  land  was  entered  into  very  soon  after  the 
£re  at  Brown's  mill,  under  the  High  Level  Bridge,  but  had  never 
been  completed  until  now. 

Mr.  HoLicBS  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

EXPBBSBS  OF  CBIMIKAL  PBOSE0UTI0H8. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  moved  the  sealing  of  a  return  of  the  amount 
paid  for  the  expenses  of  criminal  prosecutions  at  Assizes  and 
General  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  city,  for  the  half-year  ended 
December  31,  1882  ;  amount  £409  13s.  5d.  The  money,  he  said, 
would  be  paid  by  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbnson  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 
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Mr.  Aid.  Ahoub  moTed  the  sealing  of  consents  of  asagnments  of 
leasehold  premises  at  Sandyford  Road,  part  of  the  Magdalene 
Hospital  estate. 

Mr.  Aid.  HiMOVD  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

OUT  or  BOOKS  to  thb  public  librjlbt. 

Mr.  Newton  said  that  since  the  close  of  the  second  jear  of  the 
Pablio  Library,  on  September  15,  1882,  there  had  been  presented 
to  the  Library  518  Tolames  and  201  pamphlet&  The  Dake  of 
Northnmberland  had  presented  a  catalogue  of  most  yaloable 
antiquities  at  Alnwick  Castle ;  the  book  was  one  of  great  value, 
and  a  limited  number  had  been  printed,  and  were  drculated  only^ 
through  the  Duke  of  Northumberland.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Bruce  had^ 
presented  a  large  folio  copy  of  his  book  on  the  **  Roman  Wall ;  " 
only  a  limited  number  were  printed,  and  now  sold  at  a  high  price, 
and,  in  fact  could  scarcely  be  obtained  for  money.  The  Rev.  Dr. 
Bruce  had  also  presented  a  bible  in  Arabic,  printed  in  Newcastle  in 
1811.  Many  other  books  had  been  presented,  and  this  showed  that 
the  Library  was  receiving  support.  He  moved  that  the  thanks  of 
the  Council  be  given  to  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  Rev.  Dr. 
Bruce,  and  other  donors  of  books. 

Mr.  Aid.  TouHG  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

thb  tomlibson  librabt. 

Mr.  Nbwtov  presented  the  following  report  from  the  Publie 
Libraries  Committee : — 

The  Poblio  Libraries  Oommittee  have  to  report  to  the  Gooneil  that  tli«y 
have  had  under  their  ooDiideration  the  qaestioa  of  affording  better  faoilitiee 
to  the  poblio  for  acoeea  to  the  books  oompriaed  in  Dr.  TomJinton'i  Beqaest 
than  those  which  at  present  exist. 

The  ori|^al  inteotion  of  Dr.  Tomlinson  will  be  best  understood  from  a 
letter  written  by  him  to  the  then  Mayor  of  Newoastle,  bttring  date 
January  Slst,  1785,  as  follows  :— 

"  To  the  Bight  WarsfUpful  Walter  Oaherkf  BkuAett,  Agfvtrtf,  Mofin-  </ 
Neweaetle. 

*'  Dear  Sir, — Being  desirous,  when  I  die,  yt  my  Books  should  be  pat  lute 
a  pablio  way  of  being  asefal,  and  plaoed  near  y<  saored  walls  of  yt.  Churdk 
in  which  I  spent  the  Flower  of  my  Age  as  an  unworthy  Lecturer,  I  design'd 
a  plan  for  a  Library  above  ye  Vestry  of  St.  Nicholas,  which,  if  ezeeated,  I 
have  left  in  my  WUl  my  whole  Stady  of  Books  to  f  Mayor  and  Bargesses 

of  Newcastle This  is  the  best  returo  I  can  make  for 

ye  many  and  singular  Favours  received  from  a  kind  Providence  and 
a  generous  Corporation,  as  well  as  y^  sinoerest  expression  of  my  great 
Esteem  for  y«  Church  of  Euglaod  and  her  Clergy;  which  I  hope  will 
flourish  and  outshine  all  opposers  till  Books  and  Time  itself  shall  be  no  mors. 
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«« And  if  yon,  G«ii«roiui  Sir»  will  be  8o  good  m  to  Build  yt>  Lilnrury  fio 
dengn'd  by  me,  I  do  promise  y«  Legioy  of  tJl  my  booki  ihell  never  be 
revers'd  by,  Sir, 

*'  Your  affeotioDAte  friend  and  moet  obedient  Serrent, 

"BOBT.  TOMLXNBON." 

**  Whickbam,  Jennery  31,  1735-6." 

Yoor  oommittee  appcnnted  a  special  committee  of  tbeir  body  to  baye  an 
interview  with  tbe  Tnuteee  of  tbe  Library,  wbo  are  the  Mayor  of  New- 
oaatle,  tbe  Arobdeacon  of  Northumberland,  tiie  Vicar  of  Newcaetle,  and  tbe  • 
Lecturer  of  St.  Nicholas,  respectively,  for  the  time  beina.  At  tbe  meeting, 
which  was  held  in  the  Vestry  of  St  Nicholas  Gathednd,  a  full  discussion 
took  place ;  and  your  conmiittee  pointed  out  that  it  was  their  intention  to 
rooommend  to  the  Corporation  that^  in  the  event  of  the  Trustees  agreeing, 
the  books  should  be  removed  to  the  Public  Library  in  New  Bridge  Street, 
and  placed  in  a  section  by  themselves,  to  be  called  the  "Dr.  Tomlinton 
Sectiun,*'  and  that  the  Corporation  would  continue  to  pay  the  librarian's 
stipend  of  £25  per  annum. 

The  Trustees  stated  that  they  could  not  depart  from  tbe  terms  of  Dr. 
Tomlinson's  Bequest,  and  that  it  was  their  intention  to  endeavour  to  raise 
a  fund  for  repairing  the  building  and  books,  the  cost  of  wliich  work  is 
estimated  at  £500. 

The  question,  therefore,  remains  in  abeyance  at  present ;  but  with  the 
assent  of  the  Council  vour  committee  propose  that  the  special  oomndttee 
should  continue  its  works  b;^  taking  care  that  this  valuable  gift  is  properly 
preserved  for  tbe  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  Newcastle. 

HuntT  W.  NiWTOir. 

THB  PUBLIC  C0NC1BT8. 

Mr.  0.  S.  Smith  presented  tbe  following  report  from  the  Pablio 
OoDoerts  Committee : — 

The  Public  Concerts  Cominittee  under  the  Corporation,  have  to  report  to 
the  Council  that  the  series  of  cuncerts  held  between  the  7th  October,  1882; 
and  the  17th  March,  1883,  consisting  in  aU  of  19  concerts,  may  be  considered 
as  very  satisfactory. 

Several  of  the  concerts  were  held  on  exceptionally  wet  stormy  nights^ 
which,  without  doubt,  exercised  an  influence  on  the  attendance ;  others  of 
the  concerts  have  been  more  than  filled  to  overflowing. 

The  entire  attendance  reached  20,030,  and  left  a  balance  of  £73  3s., 
which,  added  to  the  former  accumulated  balance,  makes  a  total  of 
£374  13s.  lid.,  which  has  been  carried  to  a  reserve  fund. 

These  concerts,  conducted  by  and  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Rea,  the 
City  Organist,  your  committee  feel  they  must  largely  attribute  to  him  the 
excellent  influence  calculated  to  accrue  to  the  tastes  of  the  people. 

Some  of  the  concerts  in  this  series  have  been  of  a  higher  class  than 
formerly,  and,  oonse<|uently,  more  expensive  in  production,  thereby 
shewing  a  reduced  proht  balance. 

Two  oratorios  were  executed,  for  which  your  committee,  on  behalf  of  the 
public,  have  to  thank  Mr.  Rea  and  his  admirable  choral  choir,  who  offered 
and  contributed  their  sratuitous  services  to  appreciative  and  delighted 
audiences,  thereby  enabling  a  class  of  the  conmiunity  an  advantage  not 
generally  attainable. 

Your  committee  woold  further  observe  that  they  are  of  opinion  that  these 
concerts  are  calculated  to  do  an  unmense  amount  of  quiet  unostentatious 
good,  and  they  therefore  hope  that  it  will  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Oonncil  to 
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oonflrm  tbt  denre  of  the  oommittee  that  they  ■boold  be  eoniuiued  in  the 
■ame  spirit  m  before,  thereby  enabling  the  commanity  to  reap  &  benefit  ao 
undeniably  elevating,  and  cidcalated  to  do  ao  mnch  good. 

Your  oommittee  have  farther  to  reoommend  that  a  anm  of  £100  oat  of 
the  reaenre  fund,  be  expended  in  providing  instromental  band  mnaio  in  the 
▼arioua  parks  of  the  oity  in  the  anmmer  months,  and  that  the  arrangementi 
eonneoted  therewith  be  earned  out  by  the  Town  Moor  Management  Com- 
mitteap  the  Parka  Oommittee^  and  thia  oommittee. 

CHARLB&  SmxH,  Chairmaii. 

18th  April,  1883. 

HOSPITAL  FOB  INOUBABLIB. 

Mr.  Aid.  Ajtoub  presented  the  following  report  of  the  Sohook 
and  CharitieB  Committee : — 

The  Sohoola  and  Charitiee  Committee  have  to  report  to  the  Gonnoil  that 
they  have  been  oonsiderins  the  most  snitable  sites  for  the  providing  of  an 
hospital  for  inoorables,  to  oe  maintained  ont  of  the  sorplaa  income  of  the 
Mary  Magdalene  Hospital  Charity. 

Yonr  committee  are  nnanimoasly  of  (minion  that  the  Moor  Lod^  and 
flronnds  at  Spital  Tongnes,  held  on  lease  £rom  the  Magdalene  Hospital  bj 
Mr.  William  Hnnter,  is  the  most  snitable  place. 

With  this  view  your  committee  have  had  negotiations  with  Mr.  Hunter 
for  the  porchase  of  his  interest  as  lessee  of  the  property,  and  they  have 
obtained  a  definite  offer  from  that  gentleman,  amounting  to  £5,000.  The 
around  and  premiaea  comprise  an  area  of  6  acrea,  held  under  a  09  yean 
baae,  of  which  71  years  are  unexpired,  at  an  annual  ground  tent  of 
£04  4b.  3d. 

Your  committee  have  to  recommend  that  the  Council,  subject  to  the 
oooBent  of  the  Charity  CommiadonerB,  accept  the  offer  of  Mr.  Hnnter. 

JoHATHAK  Anous,  Chairman. 

80th  April,  1888. 

Mr.  Aid.  Akous  moved  the  Bnspension  of  the  standing  orden  in 
order  that  the  report  might  be  considered 

Mr.  HoLHES  seoonded  the  motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  24  voting  for  and  17  against  it 

Mr.  Aid.  Angus  moved  the  confirmation  of  the  report.  He  said 
that  his  reason  for  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report  to-day  was 
that,  if  the  motion  be  carried,  an  application  woold  have  to  be  made 
to  the  Charity  Commissioners,  and  a  great  length  of  time  wonld 
pass  before  the  matter  ooald  be  completed.  The  committee  pledged 
themselves,  if  the  agreement  was  carried  oat,  to  complete  the 
pnrchase  by  the  early  part  of  Jaly  ;  and,  therefore,  it  was  desirable 
that  the  report  shonld  be  considered  at  once.  The  Conncil  had 
previously  considered  the  desirability  of  appropriating  the  snrplns 
revenue  of  the  Magdalene  Hospital  as  provided  for  by  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  in  the  establishment  of  an  hospital  for  incarables ;  and 
it  was  very  desirable  that  snch  an  institution  shonld  be  got  into 
working  order  as  quickly  as  possible.  The  oommittee  had  looked  at 
a  great  number  of  sites,  and  had  had  great  difficulty  in  meeting 
with  any  suitable  place.     They  certainly  had  always  had  their  eyes 
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upon  Moor  Lodge  as  the  most  aoitable  place;  but  whilst  the 
Sanitarj  Committee  were  in  treaty  for  it  as  a  site  for  a  fever 
hospital,  the  Schools  and  Charities  Committee  did  not  interfere. 
As  soon  as  the  Coancil  resolved  not  to  purchase  the  Moor  Lodge 
for  a  fever  hospital,  the  committee  tamed  their  attention  to  it,  and 
fonnd  it  one  of  the  most  snitable  places  to  be  used  as  an  hospital  for 
incurables;  the  buildings  could  easily  be  converted  into  an  hospital, 
and  could  be  gradually  extended ;  and,  according  to  the  best 
authorities,  £5,000  was  a  very  reasonable  sum  to  pay  for  the 
lessee's  interest  in  Moor  Lodge.  The  committee  could  not  for  the 
same  amount  obtain  any  place  at  all  suitable.  The  Corporation  had 
in  hand,  on  behalf  of  the  Magdalene  Hospital,  stock  to  the  amount 
of  £31,000,  and  he  had  no  doubt  the  Charity  Commissioners  would 
very  readily  transfer  a  part  of  it  for  the  purposes  of  the  hospital  for 
incurables;  unapplied  income  £1,700  ;  there  would  be  a  surplus 
income  of  £l,5o0  a  year;  and  there  was  a  sum  of  £8,400,  which 
could  be  dealt  with  with  the  consent  of  the  Corporation ;  so  that 
the  committee  were  in  a  position  to  proceed  with  the  establishment 
of  the  institution  as  soon  as- they  got  possession  of  the  premises. 
When  they  saw  the  difficulty  there  was  in  finding  accommodation 
lor  many  very  urgent  oases  of  sickness,  which  might  be  termed 
incurable  cases,  he  thought  the  Corporation  would  see  the  import- 
ance of  dealing  with  this  matter  without  delay. 

Mr.  Bill  :  Who  built  Moor  Lodge  ?  What  is  the  history  of  the 
house! 

Mr.  Aid.  Angus  :  I  cannot  giro  that  information. 

Mr.  Aid.  OiiL  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  he  would  like  to  know  how  the  Committee 
had  arrived  at  the  large  sum  of  £5,000,  which,  at  4  per  cent  was 
equal  to  £200  a  year  for  ever,  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Hunter,  whose 
lease  of  Moor  Lodge  had  71  years  to  run  at  £80  a  year.  After 
purchasing  Mr.  Hunter's  interest  in  Moor  Lodge,  there  would  come 
the  expense  of  turning  the  place  into  an  hospital,  and  he  asked  what 
that  expense  would  amount  to,  and  also  what  would  be  the  annual 
cost  for  maintenance  and  management  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
Council  to  see  that  the  surplus  reyenue  of  the  Magdalene  Hospital 
was  expended  in  the  best  way,  and  to  take  care  that  the  medical 
charities  received  considerable  benefit  from  it  There  was  to  be 
£5,000  expended  to  purchase  Mr.  Hunter's  interest  in  Moor  Lodge, 
£2,000  for  alterations,  and  £3,000  for  management— £10,000 
going  at  one  time. 

The  Matob:  I  cannot  think  what  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  is  alluding 
to.    No  snm  of  £80  has  been  mentioned. 

Mr.  Aid.  Btbphbnsok  :  Mr.  Hunter  pays  a  ground  rent  of  £64 
a  year. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlit  :  The  hoose  ia  let  furnished  for  £400  a-year. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


260  PROCBKDiNGfl  OP  THS 


CltATS. 


Mr.  Aid.  Hamokd  :  What  have  we  to  do  with  the  farniahing 
of  the  house?  We  lease  the  hoase  and  grounds  for  so  madi 
to  Mr.  Hanter.  We  hare  nothing  to  do  with  alterationa  or 
fhmishing. 

Mr.  Aid.  HsDLST :  We  can  do  nothing  for  71  years  unless  we 
bny  the  lease. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamord  said  that  for  71  jears  Mr.  Hanter  had  to  paj 
£64  a-year  ;  and  it  was  now  proposed  to  paj  him  a  sum  eqaal  to 
£200  a-year  in  order  to  get  possession  of  the  place.  He  moved, 
as  an  aniendment|  that  the  report  be  referred  back  to  the 
committee  to  gire  a  detailed  accoont  of  how  the  £5,000  was 
arrived  at. 

Mr.  JosBPH  B.  Ellis  seconded  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HfiizKLL  said  he  supported  Mr.  Aid.  Angus's  motion.  It 
was,  as  a  rule,  not  desirable  that  reports  should  be  confirmed  on  the 
day  of  presentation  to  the  Oooncil ;  but,  as  Mr.  Aid.  Angus  had 
pointed  out,  urgency  could  be  pleaded  for  this  matter.  The  agree- 
ment with  Mr.  Hunter  had  to  be  completed  by  July  1st,  and  if  the 
Council  coufirmed  the  report,  the  matter  would  then  have  to  go 
before  the  Charity  Commissioners.  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  had  gone  a 
little  too  fast  in  his  figures;  he  had  run  up  an  expenditure  of 
£10,000,  although  he  had  stated  that  he  knew  nothing  about  what 
was  going  to  be  done.  The  Council  were  required  by  the  act  of 
Parliament  to  apply  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  Magdalene  Hospital, 
either  in  aiding  the  existing  medical  charities,  or  in  establishing  an 
institution  over  which  they  themselves  would  have  control  ;  and  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  Schools  and  Charities  Committee,  the 
Council  had  already  decided  that  the  surplus  income  should  be 
applied  to  establishing  an  hospital  for  incurables.  A  search  had 
been  made  in  the  town  for  a  site,  and  Moor  Lodge  was  the  only 
place  at  present  available.  If  Moor  Lodge  was  not  purchased,  a 
hospital  would  have  to  be  built,  and  the  cost  would  be  greater. 
Moor  Lodge  was  most  suitable  for  the  purpose,  and  the  grounds 
were  well  laid  out  If  a  hospital  had  to  be  built  elsewhere  years 
would  elapse  before  its  surroundings  could  become  so  suitable  as 
those  at  Moor  Lodge.  The  Magdalene  Hospital  was  originally 
founded  for  lepers.  Happily  there  was  no  such  disease  as  leprosy 
in  the  country  now ;  and  the  Council  had  wisely  decided  that  an 
hospital  for  incurables  should  be  founded.  The  growth  of  the  town 
had  increased  very  largely  the  value  of  the  property  of  the  hospital ; 
and  the  "  unearned  increment,"  of  which  they  had  heard  so  much 
lately,  would  become  the  heritage  of  the  helpless  and  not  of  tlie 
wealthy.  From  a  letter  received  from  the  secretary  of  the  Infirmary, 
he  learnt  there  were  in  the  Infirmary  ten  patients  suitable  for 
admission  into  an  hospitable  for  incurables ;  and  frequently — oon> 
stantly  he  might  say-HBUch  patients  were  sent  away  as  they  oould 
not  be  further  attended  to  at  the  Infirmary. 
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Mr.  DiOKoraoN  asked  Mr.  Aid.  Angus  to  postpone  the  oonsidera- 
tion  of  the  report  The  C!oaiieil,  he  said,  had  lately  aathorised  the 
expenditure  of  a  large  snm  of  money  to  provide  a  new  ferer  hospital ; 
and  it  seemed  to  him  to  he  verj  rash  now  to  propose  that  an  hospital 
be  provided  for  incurables.  They  were  asked  to  sanction  the 
expenditure  of  £5,000,  which  must  be  paid  oat  of  the  funds  of  the 
Corporation  or  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Magdalene  Hospital.  If  the 
Schools  and  Charities  Committee  have  this  large  surplus  in  hand, 
why  should  their  hands  be  so  itching  to  get  rid  of  it  f 

Mr.  Aid.  YouvG :  They  are  bound  to  deal  with  it. 

Mr.  Diokibbon:  Mr.  Aid.  Angus  should  allow  us  time  to  consider 
the  matter. 

Mr.  YouLL  said  the  information  before  the  Council  was  too 
mei^e  to  enable  them  to  consider  the  report.  The  only  nerson  who 
had  referred  to  the  number  of  incurables  was  Mr.  Henzell,  who  was 
informed  that  there  were  in  the  Infirmary  ten  patients  suitable  for 
admission  into  the  proposed  hospital  The  only  sum  which  the 
Council  agreed  to  allot  for  the  purpose  of  the  hospital  was  the 
the  surplus  of  £3,400.  Was  it  right  that,  without  further  informa- 
tion, they  should  spend,  as  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  stated,  £10,000  to 
provide  an  hospital  for  ten  patients  to  live  in  ? 

Mr.  Aid.  Angus:  These  ten  are  only  from  one  institution. 

Mr.  YouLL :  Proper  information  is  not  before  the  Council,  and 
until  we  get  information  the  consideration  of  the  subject  should  stand 
over. 

Mr.  BowDBN  said  Mr.  Youll  had  forgotten  that  the  Council  had 
already  decided  that  an  hospital  for  incnrables  should  be  established  ; 
and  the  only  question  for  the  Council  to  decide  to-day  was  whether 
£6,000  was  a  reasonable  sum  to  pay  for  Moor  Lodga  In  addition  to 
the  house  there  were  five  acres  of  ground ;  and  the  price  amounted 
to  only  £1,000  an  acre,  or  rather  under  4s.  per  yard ;  and  all  the 
members  of  the  Council  knew  what  land  in  this  neighbourhood 
was  worth.  The  committee  had  been  gathering  information  upon 
the  subject  for  about  two  years,  and,  after  considering  other 
sites,  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  Moor  Lodge  was  Uie  only 
suitable  place. 

Mr.  B4.BKAS  said  the  Council  had  had  proofii  of  the  desirableness 
of  postponing  the  consideration  of  such  an  important  matter  until 
foil  information  was  before  the  Council.  He  was  surprised  at  Mr. 
Aid.  Angus  acting  as  a  sort  of  municipal  "  dynamitard ; "  he  had 
sprung  a  dynamite  mine  beneath  their  feet  to-day,  and  the  effect 
was  that  the  Council  were  in  confusion  upon  the  subject  The 
Council  were  asked  to  sanction  the  payment  of  £5,000  to  Mr. 
Hunter;  and  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  had  shown  that  Mr.  Hunter's  right 
was  not  worth  more  than  £2.000  or  £3,000.  The  Council  were 
not  told  what  coet  would  be  meurred  in  establishing  the  hospital. 

Kl 
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At  bpiUl  TongaeB  there  was  other  ground  belonging  to  the 
Magdalene  Hospital,  and  people  had  parehased  ground  and 
erected  priyate  dwelling  houses  on  it ;  and  it  was  an  open  ques- 
tion whether  it  was  desirable  to  place  an  hospital  in  the  midst  of 
those  houses. 

Mr.  Hbkzxll  :  It  is  not  for  contagious  diseases. 

Mr.  BiRKAS  admitted  that  the  hospital  would  not  be  for  persons 
suffering  from  contagious  diseases  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  would 
be  offensiya  At  many  health  resorts  manj  delicate  miserable- 
looking  people  were  seen  walking  about  the  streets;  and  that 
might  be  the  case  in  this  district  if  the  hospital  was  established. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  district  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
knowing  what  was  proposed  to  be  done,  and  of  expressing  their 
opinion. 

Mr.  BnotirNn  said  the  Council  should  bear  in  mind  that  at  their 
meeting  on  September  7th,  1881,  thej  confirmed  a  report  of  the 
Schools  and  Charities  Committee,  recommending  that  the  surplus 
income  of  the  Magdalene  Hospital  should  be  expended  in  establishing 
an  hospital  for  incurables ;  and  the  question  now  before  the  Council 
was  simply  whether  they  should  purchase  Moor  Lodge.  The 
committee  bed  carefully  considered  yarions  sites;  and,  with  all 
deference  to  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond,  he  did  not  see  how  any  person, 
looking  at  the  quantity  of  ground  at  Moor  Lodge,  could  think  the 
purchase  would  not  be  a  fayourable  one.  There  was  no  doubt  that 
in  the  first  instance  Mr.  Hunter  had  got  Moor  Lodge  on  what  had 
turned  out  to  be  very  favourable  terms  indeed;  but  the  present 
Council,  of  course,  could  not  help  that.  The  '*  unearned  increment*' 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Henzell,  was  in  Mr.  Hunter's  favour,  and  the 
Council  must  buy  it. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  said  it  most  be  borne  in  mind  that  Mr.  Hunter 
spent  a  large  sum  of  money  on  Moor  Lodge.  He  thought  the  pur- 
diase  a  very  favourable  one,  and,  taking  everything  into  considera- 
tion, he  thought  it  a  most  desirable  place  for  an  hospital. 

Mr.  Aid.  Angus  said  that  when  the  subject  was  before  the 
Council  two  years  sgo,  it  was  conceded  that  an  hospital  for 
incurables  was  a  moch  needed  institution,  and  that  it  was  the  best 
purpose  to  which  the  surplus  funds  of  the  Magdalene  Hospital 
could  be  applied.  The  Committee  were  instructed  to  look  out  for  a 
site,  and  in  the  past  two  years  they  hsd  spent  a  good  deal  of  time 
in  trying  to  find  one,  and  when  they  saw  that  Moor  Lodge  was 
likely  to  come  into  the  market,  they  thought  no  objection  could  be 
made  against  the  converting  it  into  an  hospital  The  house  was 
sitoate  in  its  own  grounds,  there  were  no  dwellings  in  its  immediate 
neighbourhood,  and  the  grounds  were  such  as  woold  give  the  poor 
unfortunate  invalids  all  the  enjoyment  they  could  have.  He  could 
not  pretend  to  go  into  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond's  calculations  as  to  the 
valne  of  the  gronnd.     There  was  no  doubt,  whatever,  that  when  the 
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l«Me  was  granted  Moor  Lodge  was  not  bo  yalnable  as  it  was  now, 
and  it  had  since  increased  in  yalne.  The  market  ralae  was  what 
Mr.  Hanter  was  entitled  to ;  and  the  Committee  were  advised  bj 
jndicioQS  men,  well  able  to  make  the  calcnlation,  that  Moor  Lodge 
was  well  worUi  £5,000.  The  Council  shonld  not  hesitate  to  confirm 
the  purchase,  and  he  believed  they  would  soon  have  a  much  needed 
establishment,  which  would  do  the  town  very  great  credit.  He 
believed  they  would  be  quite  able  at  the  commencement  to  maintain 
twenty  inmates ;  and  as  the  funds  increased,  the  usefulness  of  the 
hospital  would  be  increased.  The  Committee  did  not  intend 
to  spend  upon  the  building  more  money  than  was  absolutely 
required  to  make  it  suitable  for  the  limited  requirements  of  the 
present  day. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamohd  :  My  amendment  is  only  asking  for  informa- 
tion. My  amendment  is  that  the  report  be  referred  back  to  the 
committee  to  report  as  to  how  the  sum  of  £5,000  is  arrived  at^  the 
probable  cost  of  the  alterations,  and  the  cost  year  by  year. 

Mr.  Aid.  Ahous  :  The  valuation  was  made  by  our  City  Engineer, 
who,  I  believe,  is  very  competent  to  make  a  valuation.  It  will  be 
purchased  below  the  sum  be  valued  it  at 

Mr.  TouLL  :  That  is  not  the  question.  I  do  not  think  the  price 
to  be  paid  a  high  price ;  but  is  it  a  proper  price  to  be  paid  for  this 
purpose. 

The  Council  voted  as  follows  upon  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond's  amend- 
ment :-^ 

Fob  the  Axanaajsr : — ^Aldermen  Hamond  and  Qregsoo ;  Conndllon 
Dobaon,  JaokBon,  Toall,  Dickinson,  Andersen,  Wm.  Smith,  Gftlvwt, 
HiUinft  Carse,  Ingledew,  Joseph  B.  Ellis,  Newton,  Temple,  Fumeas, 
Barkaa,  Scholefield,  J.  Barker  Bllis,  Hepbarn,  and  O.  B.  Hedley— 21. 

AoAiirsT  THX  AxKffDXKST  :— The  Mayor  and  Sheriff ;  Aldermen  Hedley, 
Stephenson,  Potter,  Yonng,  Angns,  Mil  vain.  Call,  Wilson,  Ridley,  and 
Stewart;  Coancillors  W.  WIIsod,  Qain,  C.  S.  Smith,  Owen,  Browne, 
Catter,  Bell,  Galley,  Sanderson,  W.  Scott,  Hepworth,  Dixon,  Holmes, 
Hensell,  Cook,  Johnson,  Stoat,  Nelson,  and  Bowden — 31. 

The  amendment  was,  therefore,  negatiyed ;  and  the  motion  con- 
firming the  report  was  agreed  to  on  a  show  of  hands. 

PBOPOSBB  HSW  BATHS  AlTD  WASH-HOUBBS. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  presented  and  moved  that  the  following  reports 
be  printed  and  circulated  among  the  members  of  the  Council : — 

The  Finance  Committee  have  to  report  to  the  Council  that,  in  response  to 
the  ree.Ylation  passed  at  the  meetiDg  of  the  Coonoil,  held  on  NoTember 
22ad,  1882,  ris.  :— 
"  That  it  be  an  instmction  to  the  Finance  Committee  to  select  snitable 
sites  for  pablic  baths  in  the  east  and  west  ends  of  the  city,  and 
report  the  same  to  the  Coanoil,*' 
they  deputed  the  Baths  and  Washhonses  Committee,  together  with  the 
representatives  of  the  Elswick,  Wettgate,  and  Byker  Wards,  to  consider 
the  whole  snbjeet  and  report  to  your  coaimittae. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


264  PEOOIIDINCMI  OF  THK  (MATS, 

The  Batlw  uid  WaslibcmBei  Gommittee  h«Te  haA  MTBral  meetiDgi,  tii« 
nsolt  of  which  the  following  report  wme  labmitted  by  them,  which,  after 
inTeetigatioo,  your  committee  nnanimociBly  agreed  to,  and  they  hare  to 
recommend  the  Conncil  to  eanotum  the  carrymg  oat  of  the  works  on  the 
■ites  tabmitted. 

TaoMAB  HSDUKT,  i 

26th  April,  188S. 


The  Bathe  and  Wathhooeeo  Committee,  together  witii  Om  lepieeeutatlfW 
of  the  Warda  of  EUwick,  Wettgate,  aod  Byker  have  to  report  to  the  Ftnanoe 
Committee  that  they  hATO  flnven  consideration  to  the  qaeetion  of  providing 
bathe  and  waehhonses  in  Elswiok,  Westgate,  and  Byker,  and  which  was 
referred  to  them  by  the  Finance  Committee. 

SoToral  survey!  have  been  held,  which  have  been  largely  attended  by  tlie 
membera  of  the  committee,  and  your  committee  hAve  now  to  submit 
selected  Bites,  which,  in  their  opinion,  are  well  adapted  and  suitable  for  the 
erection  of  baths  and  wtshhouses. 

The  first  site  taken  was  Weetgato,  which  did  not  offer  any  obetade,  TOiir 
committee  being  fortunate  enough  to  have  offered  to  them  by  the  Scnool 
Board,  a  piece  of  land  containing  About  1,200  square  yards,  adjoining  the 
public  school  at  Snow  Street. 

The  lito  is  paved  and  flagged,  and  free  from  buildingi ;  and  the  prioe 
asked  for  by  the  School  Board  is  16s.  per  square  yard,  which  your  com- 
mittee unanimously  recommend  the  Finance  Committee  to  adopt,  provided 
the  same  is  sanctioned  by  the  Council. 

The  next  site  taken  was  Byker.  Through  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Walter 
8oott»  a  site,  situate  in  Brinkbum  and  Shipley  Street,  and  similar  in  area  to 
that  in  Weetgate,  can  be  had,  a  petition  in  favour  of  which  has  been 
received  from  the  Byker  Ratepayers'  AssooiatioD.  Tbo  prioe  asked  for  b 
10s.  per  square  yard. 

The  next  site  taken  was  Elswick.  A  deputetion,  oonsistinc  of  the 
Sheriff,  Mr.  T.  B.  Sanderson,  and  Mr.  Walter  Scott,  together  with  your 
Clerk,  waited  upon  Mr.  W.  D.  Cruddas,  at  his  residence  in  Elswick  Dene, 
and  discussed  with  that  gentleman  the  terms  of  the  proposed  purchase  of 
about  1,200  square  yards  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  Seotewood  Boad, 
opposite  Hogg's  Nursery. 

Mr.  Cruddas  steted  that  he  was  willing  to  sell  the  land  at  85a.  per 
square  yard,  on  the  following  conditions,  vis.  : — 

That  the  proposed  elevation  of  the  building  be  submitted  to  him  for  Ids 
approval.  That  the  buildin||  be  kept  east  of  H<MQg's  Nursery,  as  £ar 
as  possible ;  and  thnt  the  chimney  to  be  erected  bo  also  approvod  fay 
him. 

Your  committee  have  to  reoommend  th»t  tbo  offer  oi  Mr.  Cruddas  ho 
accepted. 

Your  Bncineer  has  submitted  sketch  plans  for  baths  and  washhoases,  the 
ccet  of  which  he  estimates  to  be  £7,000  eaoh  block,  making  the  total 
estimated  cost  of  the  baths,  exclusive  of  Uie  cost  of  the  land,  £21,000. 

TH08.  Gbat,  ChairmsBi 
6th  March,  1888. 

Mr.  Aid.  Haxond  seoonded  the  motioa 

Mr.  Bill:  It  woold  be  desirable  to  hate  a  itatement  of  the 
number  of  people  who  have  need  the  existing  baths  during  the  past 
six  or  twelve  months. 
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Mr.  Nbwvoh:  If  Mr.  Bell  will  go  to  the  pnblio  baths  on  a 
Batardaj  afternoon  or  Sanday  morning  he  will  find  a  block. 

The  ComnTTBn  Olsbk  :  We  would  hare  to  get  the  returns  from 
ihe  lessees  of  the  baths. 

Agreed  ta 

TBM  SBA  WATMBL  SUPPI.T  BILL. — TBX  VBUXBl'S  IHTVEB8T  IV  THB  XOOB. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hahond  presented  the  following  report  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary and  Bye-Laws  Committee  : — 

The  Parliamentuy  and  Bye*LawB  Committee  have  to  report  to  the 
Coancil  that  they  have  careially  gone  into  and  considered  the  petition 
referred  to  them  on  the  subject  of  the  Newca8tle*npon*Tyne  and  District 
Sea  Water  Supply  Bill,  now  being  promoted  in  Parliament  and  they  see  no 
reason  to  recommend  the  Council  to  alter  their  reeolniion  in  oppoeing  the 
said  Bill,  owing  to  the  objectionable  character  of  many  of  its  provisions. 

Chas.  Fbh).  Hamoitd,  Chairman 

Town  Hall,  NewcasUe,  19th  April,  1883. 

—He  said  that,  although  the  bill  had  been  thrown  out  by  the 
committee  of  the  House  of  Lords,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  committee 
to  present  this  report  The  Parliamentary  and  Bye-Laws  Committee 
had  requested  him  to  make  a  few  obserrations  with  respect  to  the 
position  which  the  Council  took  in  regard  to  the  bill.  An 
unnecessary  and  unjustifiable  canvass  had  been  gobg  on  in  the 
town  to  get  signatures  to  a  petition  in  favour  of  the  bill ;  and  tha 
committee  felt  it  right  that  some  notice  should  be  takea  Members 
of  the  committee  had  several  interviews  with  the  promoters  of  the 
bill,  and,  so  far  from  a  determined  opposition  to  it,  he  took  upon- 
himself,  after  the  Council  had  passed  the  resolution  giving  authority 
to  oppose  the  bill,  to  make  four  propositions  to  the  solicitor 
for  the  promoters,  and  ofiering,  if  those  four  propositions  were 
assented  to,  to  call  the  Parliamentary  Committee  together  again 
to  reconsider  the  subject.  The  first  proposition  was  that  the 
Cow  Hill  should  not  be  taken  for  the  reservoir.  Under  the  act 
of  Parliament  of  1774  the  use  of  the  Cow  Hill  was  confirmed  to 
the  public  for  ever  for  the  holding  of  two  fairs  there;  and  the  public 
could  not  be  dispossessed  of  that  right  without  an  equivalent  was  pro- 
posed ;  and  beside,  there  was  the  objection  to  taking  away  any 
portion  of  the  Moor.  The  Sea  Water  Supply  Company  was  to  be 
a  company  with  limited  liabUity ;  and  the  second  proposition  was 
that  £2  10s.  per  share  of  the  capital  should  not  be  called  up,  so 
that  in  case  of  disputes  between  tJie  Corporation  and  the  company, 
the  Corporation  would  be  able  to  fall  back  upon  something  instead 
of  upon  nothing.  There  was  a  desire  in  the  Council  to  have  baths 
established  at  Elswick,  Westgate,  and  Byker ;  and  he  proposed 
that  the  company  should  insert  in  the  bill  a  clause  reducing  very 
much  the  cost  per  1,000  gallons  of  salt  water  supplied  to  all  public 
baths  belonging  to  the  Corporation.  The  last  proposition  was,  that 
wlMM?«r  streets  had  to  be  opened  for  the  purpose  of  laying  pipes 
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to  lapplj  tea-water  to  bathe  in  private  honsee,  the  work  ehonld  be 
done  under  the  enperrieion  of  the  Corporation  officiab,  the  same  ae 
was  in  the  case  of  the  Newcastle  and  Qateehead  Water  and  Gas  Com- 
panies. The  Town  Clerk  had  had  no  commnnication  from  the 
company  in  regard  to  ^hose  propositions  ;  and  therefore  the  com- 
mittee were  not  called  together  again.  A  letter  wait  received  with 
respect  to  the  streets,  and  condescending  to  give  the  Corporation 
leave,  if  the  pipes  put  down  did  not  answer,  to  take  pos- 
session of  ihem.  The  wisdom  of  the  coarse  taken  by  the  Goancil 
had  been  proved  by  an  anprecedented  event — ^the  bill  had  been 
thrown  oat  by  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords  upon  the 
evidence  of  the  promoters.  In  considering  this  matter  with  those 
who  best  understood  it,  the  committee  had  found  there  was  a  serious 
drawback  to  having  salt  water  introduced  into  the  town  for  watering 
streets.  It  was  found  that  where  macadamiaed  streets  were  watered 
with  sea  water,  in  nine  cases  out  of  tea,  it  was  most  prejudidal  to 
goods  in  shops,  and,  in  fact,  spoiled  goods.  Sea  water  carried  in 
sewers  collected  a  sort  of  sulpheretted  hydrogen,  which  was  most 
obnoxious  and  poisonous ;  and  if  the  Council  took  care  that  gas  was 
kept  free  from  sulpheretted  hydrogen,  they  could  not  do  otherwise 
than  oppose  a  company  which  proposed,  for  their  own  immediate 
benefit,  to  bring  sulphuretted  hydrog^  into  the  town.  He  had 
given  this  explanation  in  the  hope  that  the  Council  would  believe 
that  the  committee  had  acted  with  good  faith  in  regard  to  this  bilL 
If  the  bill  had  been  for  the  public  benefit  and  health  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  in  all  probability  the  promoters  might  have 
had  a  chance  of  passing  it  into  law.  The  promoters  had  been  beatea 
on  the  merits  of  the  bill ;  and  he  hoped  this  would  be  a  lesson  to 
people  not  to  interfere  with  the  city  of  Newcastle  without  a  good 
and  sufficient  purpose.  He  had  received  a  letter  signed  by  a  man 
called  Hough,  and  he  believed  the  Mayor  and  Town  Clerk  had 
received  similar  letters,  giring  notice  that  no  money  was  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  Borough  Fond  for  the  expense  incurred  in  opposing  the 
bill. 

The  Town  Clkrk  :  He  simply  says  he  objects. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  The  question  of  using  the  Borough  Fund  to 
meet  the  expense  of  promoting  or  opposing  a  bill  in  Parliament 
was  raised  before  the  late  Sir  George  Jessell,  Master  of  the  Rolls,  in 
the  case  of  the  Attorney  Gkneral  v  the  Mayor  of  Brecon.  The 
Corporation  of  Brecon  opposed  in  Parliament  a  bill  which  greatlj 
affected  the  interests  of  that  Corporation ;  and  the  expense  was  paid 
out  of  the  rates,  and  not  out  of  the  Borough  Fund,  for  Brecon  had 
not,  like  Newcastle,  a  borough  fund  formed  by  receipts  from  real 
property.  Sir  G^rge  Jessell,  one  of  the  greatest  authorities  thea 
upon  the  bench,  laid  down  distinctly  and  emphatically  that 
every  corporation  had*,  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  18869 
ceased  to  be  owners  of  their  property,  and  had  become  simplj 
trustees  of  everythimg  committed  to  their  charge  for  the  paUio 
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good;  and  when  anj  pablic  property  was  infringed  upon  or 
Skely  to  Buffer  damage,  it  was  the  daty  of  the  corporation  as 
as  faithful  trnstees,  to  expend  the  rates  or  borough  fond  to  defend 
the  property  committed  to  their  charge.  Therefore,  this  Corporation 
were  acting  legally  in  spending  money  to  oppose  the  Sea  Water 
Supply  Bill.  The  Corporation  had  been  protecting  the  rights  of  the 
public.  He  had  to  refer  to  one  subject  more  which  had  been  painful 
to  himself.  Whatever  little  differences  he  might  have  had  with  the 
Stewards  of  the  Incorporated  Companies  of  the  Freemen,  he  had 
always  met  them  in  a  frank,  loyal,  and  even  generous  spirit,  putting 
up  with  their  little  susceptibilities,  and  pleasing  them  whenever  it 
could  be  done  without  too  great  an  entrenchment  upon  the  public 
purse.  On  looking  over  the  evidence  of  the  promoters  of  the  Sea 
Water  Supply  Bill,  he,  to  his  amazement,  saw  that  without  the 
Parliamentary  and  Bye- Laws  Committee  having  any  information,  or 
the  Council  being  consulted,  the  Stewards  of  the  Incorporated 
Companies  had  made  an  agreement  with  the  promoters  for  the  price 
to  be  paid  per  acre  of  land  required  at  the  Cow  Hill,  if  the  bill 
became  law.  Personally,  he  felt  this  acutely.  He  had  over 
been  open  and  straightforward  in  his  proceedings  with  regard 
to  the  freemen;  and,  in  days  gone  by,  had  fought  battles  in 
North  St  Andrews  for  the  interests  of  the  freemen;  and  he 
never  thought  his  friend  (Councillor  W.  Wilson)  would  have 
lent  himself  to  anything  of  this  kind  when  he  was  one  of 
the  Corporation  witnesses  in  opposition  to  the  Bill  He  (Aid. 
Hamond)  was  only  speaking  for  himself.  He  now  felt  quitted 
entirely  of,  at  any  time,  taking  the  least  action  more  favourable 
to  the  freemen  than  the  law  warranted.  He  would  no  longer 
have  qualms  of  feeling  in  dealing  with  the  Moor.  The  freemen 
would  have  from  him  the  full  letter  of  what  the  law  gave  them. 
Becently  the  Coancil  had  been  accused  of  being  dishonourable  in 
their  dealings  with  the  freemen ;  but  after  this  dishonourable  treat- 
ment in  regard  to  the  Sea  Water  Supply  Bill,  the  Council  had  a 
right  to  take  their  own  part,  and  defend  themselves  for  the  future. 
He  would  give  nptice  that,  at  the  August  meeting  of  the  Council, 
he  would  propose  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  the  Council  instruct 
the  Town  Moor  Management  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  subject 
of  the  purchase  by  the  Corporation  of  the  rights  of  the  freemen  in 
the  herbage  of  the  Moor ;  so  that  in  future  there  should  be  no 
dual  authority,  and  no  treating  with  strangers  behind  the  back 
of  the  Corporation,  and  whatever  was  done  with  regard  to  the 
Moor,  would  be  done  in  an  open  manner  by  the  Corporation. 
He  might  tell  the  Stewards  that,  clever  as  they  thought  them* 
selves  in  making  the  agreement,  it  was  not  worth  the  paper 
it  was  written  upon ;  because  the  Act  of  Parliament  gave 
the  Stewards  no  power  to  sell  or  alienate  the  herbage  of  the 
Moor,  except  through  the  Corporation.  For  once  the  Stewards 
had  over-shot  their  mark,  and  that  in  a  not  very  straightfor- 
ward way. 
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Mr.  W.  W1L8OH  said  that,  afler  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond's  remarlny  it 
woold  be  expected  ihat  he  ehoald  say  a  few  words.  The  Committee 
of  the  Stewards  felt  that  the  chances  of  the  bill  being  passed  were 
Tery  remote  indeed,  and  they  made  the  agreement  with  the 
promoters  of  the  bill  in  order  to  aToid  the  very  expensife  loxniy  of 
appearing  against  the  bill  by  connsel.  The  agreement  was  simply 
in  regard  to  the  freemen's  interest  in  the  property.  The  Stewards 
did  not  undertake  to  make  any  agreement  as  to  the  rights  of  the 
Corporation. 

Mr.  TouLL  :  What  was  the  agreement  f 

Mr.  Aid.  Gbiosoh  :  To  look  after  number  one. 

Mr.  W.  Wilson  :  The  agreement  was  simply  that  there  should 
be  a  small  reservoir,  that  the  height  of  the  walls  shonld  not 
exceed  7  feet,  that  there  shonld  be  no  pumping  engine,  and 
that  the  ground,  if  ever  taken,  should  be  paid  for  at  the  rate  of 
£400  per  acre.  Now,  gentlemen,  you  have  the  whole  subject 
before  you. 

Mr.  Nbwtgn  rose  to  speak. 

The  Mayor  :  There  is  no  motion  before  the  Council,  and 
there  can  be  no  discussion.  I  allowed  Mr.  Wilson  to  give  an 
explanation. 

THE  FIHANOIAL  ESTIMATES. — THE  RATES. 

The  following  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  on  the  estimates 
of  the  past  and  current  years,  presented  at  the  April  meeting  of  the 
Council,  stood  for  consideration : — 

The  total  estimated  expenditure  of  the  past  year  was  £112, 870^  and  there 
has  been  disbnrsed  £117,973.  The  excess  arises  chiefly  on  hoepitals  for  the 
care  of  infections  diseases,  cattle  plagne,  and  farm  aoconntn.  The  caaae  of 
this  additional  ontUy  oonld  not,  at  the  beginninff  of  the  year,  be  foreaesn, 
and  oonseooently  it  oonld  not  be  provided  for.  It  is  satiafaocory,  however, 
to  report  that  the  estimated  income  of  £109,208  has  been  (preatly  exceeded, 
principally  through  a  new  item  of  income  from  the  working  of  WiUington 
coal,  the  standage  rents  at  the  Sanatorium,  Oasehnrn,  cattle  plagae, 
cranage,  and  markets.    The  ^eral  rate,   and  work  exeonted  for  pnblio 

companies  have  also  proved  in  their  produce  greatly  beyond  the 

estimated. 

The  total  income  has  been      £118,7^ 

AndthepQtlay 117,978 


Showing  a  surplus  on  the  year  of      £769 

Instead  of  an  estimated  deficiency  of  £3,662. 

mnaiATMD  BXPiNniruns  ov  thk  oubbsnt  trar  on  obnkraXi  lun 
AOOOUNT  aud  oitt  wum>. 

The  estimated  expenditure  of  the  various  committees  and  the  estfanatas 
for  rates  to  be  levied  during  the  year  are  submitted  : — 
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—     —         .                        -  TbhYmt,  PutT«w« 

The  Town  ImproTcmentCommiltae...  £43,238  a|(ftiiitt    £41,741 

Wfttch  Committee 32.652  „           80,602 

Samtary  Committee  (Hospitals,  &o.)...  6,832  „             6»042 
TowQ  Moor  Management  Committee 

(£160  out  of  £1,240  being  repayable)  1,240  „ 
Parka  Committee  for  Lough  Models 

Bxpenaes        140  „ 

-  All  Saints'  Chnrobyard  Gronndi      ...  60  „ 

Eldon  Square  Bnoloeore         40  „ 

Sundries 229  „ 

Ffauuiee  Committee^  City  Vnnd        ...  80,066  „ 

£123,292        „       £117,978 

Total  ertfaoAted  ezptiiditiiM         £128,282 

Vjram  this  is  to  be  dednoted  the  eitimated 
faMome  of  the  Ci^  Fond £66,787 

And  of  the  QenenJ  Bftte  Aeoount  (osolMiTe 
of  the  rate) 12,224 


Ofl^Ml 
The  present  rate  of  Is.  4id.  hi  the  £  is  oaUm- 
lated  to  produoe  (less  oott  of  ooUeotion,  eto.)        46,097 

114,088 

And  an  estimated  defldt  arises  of     £9,264 

Tour  oommittee  do  not  reoommend  any  redactloQ  on  the  forsaoing 
estimates,  bnt  would  suggest  that  the  estimate  of  the  general  rate  sbonld  be 
fixed  on  a  sum  lower  than  £128,292,  in  the  hope  that  at  the  close  of  the  jsar 
Ike  aotnal  disbunements  will  not  reaoh  a  sun  mneh  b^ond  the  ezpenditOM 
of  the  past  year. 

The  estimated  expenditure  of  the  yoar  in  respeot  to  Parks,  PabUoLibranr, 
and  ImproToment  Kate  Aooonnts  Is  indndea  in  the  estimates  nnder  tne 
haadfl  01  the  rsspeetiTO  rates. 

OAFITAI.. 

m  snbmitted  pre 
eapltal  aooonnt 


The  eatimates  snbmitted  propose  daring  the  year  an  eapenditare  on 
of  £88,191  as  follows  ^- 


£ 

Watoh  Committee         4»000 

Sanitary  Committee ...        7,600 

Town  Moor  Management  Committee 1,000 

Perks  Committee ».        1,036 

rsnanoe  Committee       .^       74,666 

Total £88^191 

wmiAni  OF  BATsa  to  bb  lbvxbd  iob  tkb  tbab. 

Gmermi  i2cU«.— The  estimated  deficit  on  the  year  is  £9,264^  and  it  is 
desirable  that  so  large  an  estimated  deficit  should,  to  some  extent,  be  pro- 
Tided  for.  It  may,  therefore,  be  advisable  to  increase  the  general  rate  one 
penny  in  the  £,  whioh  would  reduce  the  assumed  defidt  to  about  £6,40(K 

Improvement  i?ate.— The  expenses  of  the  year,  although  beyond  the  income, 
will  not  require  any  increase  to  the  rate,  in  consequence  of  the  balanoe 
■landing  to  the  credit  of  tills  aooount.  Tour  eonmilttee  reoommend  thait 
tiM  fcnpvofementrate  ahoald  he  reduced  one  penny  in  the  £. 

h  1 
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QtneralDittnei  {Parka)  Rate.—A  rata  of  2d.  in  the  £  will,  it  is  odeolaled, 
leave  a  ■mall  credit  balance  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Public  Library  RaU, — ^A  rate  of  Id.  in  (he  £  will  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  librtury  Committee  durioe  the  year.  The  conaiderable  balance  in  favoar 
of  this  account  ia  required  for  the  purchase  of  hooka,  Ac,  to  famish  the 
reference  library. 

Thomas  Hsdlxt,  Chftirman. 

Town  Hall,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  April  3rd,  18S3. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlet  said  the  financial  year  commenced  on  May  Ist, 
and  it  was  necessary  that  the  rates  for  the  year  shoald  be  agreed  to 
at  once,  in  order  that  the  officials  might  get  the  rate  books  made  oat 
He  moTed  the  confirmation  of  the  report,  and  that  a  General  Rate  of 
Is.  5}d.,  an  Improyement  Rate  of  8|d,  and  a  Qeneral  District  (Parks) 
Rate  of  2d.  in  the  pound  be  levied  for  the  year.  The  General  Rate 
was  an  increase  of  one  penny,  and  the  Improrement  Rate  a  decrease 
of  three-halfpence.  The  consideration  of  the  Pablic  Library  and 
Education  Rates  would  stand  oyer  until  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Council 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbkson  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  TouLL  said  it  was  not  desirable  that  there  should  be  any 
variation  in  the  rates  this  year.  If  the  Improvement  Rate  were 
now  reduced,  the  large  expenditure  of  the  Town  Improvement 
Committee  would  require  that  the  rate  be  increased  next  year. 
The  reduction  of  the  Improvement  Rate  would  be  only  temporary  ; 
and  there  would  be  no  real  reduction,  as  there  would  be  an  addition 
made  to  the  General  Rate.  In  the  last  five  or  six  years  the  ratepayers 
have  been  over-taxed  on  the  General  Rate  to  the  amount  of  j£40,000 
to  £50,000.  In  the  year  ending  31st  August,  1879,  they  were  ovei^ 
taxed  to  the  extent  of  £30,000,  which  was  included  in  the  balance 
of  the  surplus  fund  as  now  kept.  It  was  not  desirable  that  the 
General  Rate  should  be  increased ;  and  whatever  deficiency  there 
might  be  in  the  current  year  could  be  taken  out  of  the  surplus 
created  in  the  past  five  or  six  years.  He  mored,  as  au  amendment, 
that  the  General  Rate  for  the  current  year  be  Is.  4^d. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith  said  it  was  a  farce  keeping  the  accounts  as  they 
now  were ;  but  it  had  to  be  done  so  according  to  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  it  led  to  money  being  taken  from  one  pocket  and  put 
into  another  pocket.  There  should  be  no  balances;  the  income 
should  be  just  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenditure  of  each  year.  In 
the  course  of  the  next  few  years  considerable  sums  would  be  placed 
to  the  credit  of  the  Town  Improvement  Fund.  The  deficiency 
against  the  General  Rate  should  be  paid  off.  If  Mr.  Aid.  Hedley*s 
motion  was  adopted,  the  deficiency  would  be  reduced,  and  the  rates 
would  be  reduced  by  one  halfpenny  in  the  £. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  said  the  Finance  Committee  had  carefally 
considered  this  matter,  and  they  thought  that  each  yearns  inoome 
should  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenditure  of  each  year.  Any 
surplus  left  a  few  years  ago  \vas  already  condemned,  having  been 
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expended  on  improTementB  for    the  benefit    of   the  inhabitante 
generally. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said,  if  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee was  reallj  in  earnest  in  sajing  that  each  year  shoQldi>ear  its 
own  expenses,  why,  if  there  were  sarplases  left  from  the  General  Bate 
for  two  or  three  years,  did  the  committee  not  rednce  that  rate  ) 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  :  Any  surplus  there  is  must  be  expended  for 
the  general  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  There  is  a 
different  set  of  ratepayers  each  year. 

Mr.  TxifPLK  said  that,  as  he  had  stated  eyer  since  he  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Council,  larger  rates  had  been  collected  than  thej 
had  any  right  to  collect,  and  the  surpluses  had  been  capitalised. 
There  was  no  necessity  to  increase  the  rate.  The  committee  fixed 
the  estimate  of  expenditure  for  the  year  at  £123,292  ;  but  hoped 
the  actual  disbursements  would  not  reach  a  sum  much  beyond  the 
expenditure  of  the  past  year.  If  the  committee  could  not  estimate 
to  within  £10,000  or  £15,000  of  what  was  going  to  be  spent,  the 
sooner  they  let  some  one  else  do  the  work  the  better. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  said  the  estimated  deficiency  this  year  on  the 
General  Bate  was  £9,254,  and  the  increase  of  the  rate  was  proposed 
in  order  to  meet  that.  The  estimated  deficiency  last  year  was 
£3,662,  but  there  had  been  a  small  surplus  instead  of  a  deficiency. 

Mr.  Tbmplb  said  there  was  a  considerable  difference  in  the  income 
actually  receired  last  year,  and  the  estimated  income.  Last  year 
the  Council  were  told  there  would  be  a  deficiency  of  nearly  £4,000; 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  a  surplus. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbbsoh  :  The  estimated  deficiency  last  year  was 
£3,662,  but  when  the  accounts  were  closed  there  was  a  balance  of 
£769,  showing  that  the  income  had  improved  by  £4,300. 

Mr.  YovLL  :  That  may  occur  again  this  year. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbnson  :  The  large  increase  in  the  income  last 
year  was  mainly  owing  to  the  tentale  rent  accruing  from  the 
Willington  coal.  That  is  a  temporary  thing,  and  may  not  continue; 
we  cannot  depend  upon  it. 

Mr.  Cahsb  :  Will  that  not  come  in  this  year  agam  f 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbhson  :  Not  to  the  same  extent. 

Mr.  Tbmplb  :  I  more  that  the  General  Rate  remain  at  the  same 
amount  aa  it  was  last  year,  and  that  the  Improyement  Bate  be 
reduced  one  penny. 

The  Matob  :  Ton  must  allow  Mr.  Tonirs  amendment  to  be 
disposed  of  first 

Mr.  TouLL  suggested  that  the  rates  be  dealt  with  separately. 

Mr.  Barkab  said  if  they  took  the  entire  report,  the  two  ratea 
oonld  not  be  dealt  with  separately.     The  General  Rate  last  year 
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was  la.  4icL,  and  it  was  proposed  to  be  inereased  to  Is.  5|d^ 
whilst  it  was  proposed  to  redaoe  the  Improvement  Rate  fron  lOd. 
to  Sid.;  so  that  Uiere  woidd  on  the  two  rates  be  a  redaction  of  one 
halfpenny.  If  there  were  any  greater  redaction  made  the  total 
amount  reqaired  this  year  woald  not  be  realised.  The  Finance 
Committee  had  carefally  considered  the  sabject,  and  it  was  most 
desirable  to  adopt  the  recommendations  of  the  committee,  with  the 
amendment  made  by  Mr.  Aid.  Hedley  in  the  amoont  of  the  Im- 
proYcment  Rate. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  said  the  Finance  Committee  were  wishfal  not 
to  adranoe  the  rates  more  than  necessary ;  and  with  the  rates  he 
had  proposed  there  would  at  the  end  of  the  year  still  be  a  deficiency 
of  upwards  of  £6,000  on  the  General  Rate.  He  would  move  the 
rates  separately.  He  moved  that  a  Qeneral  Rate  of  Is.  5Jd.  in  the 
£  be  levied  for  the  year. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephsnsoh  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  YouLii  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  Qeoend  Bate  ba 
Is.  4Jd.  in  the  X.  He  had  little  doubt  that  the  income  and  ezpe»- 
diture  of  the  present  year  would  pretty  nearly  balanee  each  other, 
if  the  rate  was  made  the  same  as  it  was  last  year. 

Mr.  Tkmplb  seconded  the  amendment. 

The  Council  voted  upon  Mr.  TouU's  amendment  as  follows  : — 

For  thb  Akbnbment: — Aldermen  Hamond,  Grsgaon,  and  Ridley; 
Ooancillors  Yooll,  Qain,  Diokinaon,  Milling,  Sanderaoo,  Oaraa,  W.  SootW 
Bell,  Ingledew,  Calvert,  Joseph  B.  Ellia,  Dixon,  Codk,  Newton,  Temple, 
Stoat,  FamesB,  Hepbnro,  and  J.  Barker  Ellia — 22, 

Again  ST  thx  Amendment  : — ^Tbe  Mayor  and  Sheriff;  Aldermen  Hedlej, 
Stephenaon,  Potter,  Tonng,  Aogna,  Scott,  Milvain,  Cail,  and  Stewart; 
OooDciUora  W.  Wilaon,  C.  S.  Smith,  Owen,  Cntter,  Browne,  W.  Smith, 
Cnlley,  Hepworth,  Holmea,  Hencell,  Johnaon,  Nelaon,  Barkaa,  Bowden,  aad 
Soholefield— 26. 

The  amendment  was  therefore  negatived  ;  and  Mr.  Aid.  Hedley's 
motion  was  agreed  to  on  a  show  of  hands. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlbt  moved  that  an  Improvement  Rate  of  S^.  be 
levied  for  the  year. 

Mr.  Aid.  STBPnsNSOH  seconded  the  motion. 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  moved  that  a  General  District  (Parks)  Rate 
of  2d.  be  levied. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphkvson  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  moved  *'  That  the  Council,  under  the  provisions 
of  Section  HO  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  1882,  order  that 
such  payments  not  exceeding  the  sums  mentioned  in  the  Estimate 
of  «^e  City  Fund  for  the  year  ended  25ih  March,  1864,  as  may  be 
considered  requisite  and  ordered  to  be  made  by  tha  variooa  (Mi<* 
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mMmm  of  the  Ckynncil  baving  chafge  of  the  tnatten  to  wliidi  mieh 

fayments  relate,  be  made  oat  of  the  Citj  Fond  for  the  year  ended 
5th  March,  1884/' 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphcwioh  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  YouLL :  It  is  distinctly  nndersiood  that  the  expenditure  of 
each  committee  is  limited  to  the  specific  soms  mentioned  in  the 
estimate,  and  they  are  not  to  do,  as  in  the  past,  sabstitate  one  item 
for  another. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamoitd  :  That  is  the  object  of  the  resolntion. 
Agreed  to. 

OBBATION  or  OOBPORATIOH  STOCK. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  HnDLBT,  seconded  by  Mr.  Aid. 
Stxphxhsov,  it  was  nnanimoasly — 

BeeolTed  fintly. 

That  under  the  anthority  and  sabjeoi  to  the  pnrvUons  of  the  Raw- 
oastle-npoii-Tyne  Corporation  Loans  Act,  1882,  the  Corporation  acting  hy 
the  Cooneil  do  hereby  in  exerdte  of  their  MTeral  statntoiy  poiren  eieate 
Stock,  to  be  called  Newoaitle-apon-TyDe  Corporation  Bedeemable  Stook, 
and  to  be  i«sned  to  an  amount  which  shall  be  soffioient  for  the  following 
porposesi  bnt  not  exceeding  £350,000. 

(a)  Vqv  raising  the  followiug  suns  (amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  the 
snm  of  £50,000,  which  has  not  been  raised)  that  is  to  say  : — 

The  Bom  of  £10,000  on  aooonnt  of  the  money  which  the  Corpora- 
tion hare  anthority  to  raise  by  borrowing  under  the  powers  con- 
ferred npon  them  by  the  Newoastle-npon-Tyne  ImproTement  Ad, 
1882,  for  the  cost  of  oonstmotion  of  tramways. 

The  sum  of  £40,000  on  account  of  the  money  which  the  Corpoia- 
tion  have  anthority  to  raise  by  borrowing  nnder  the  powera  con- 
ferred upon  them  by  the  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Improvement  Act, 
1882,  for  the  purposes  of  street  improTemeuts  in  the  dty. 
{h)  Wvt  raising,  instead  of  reborrowing,  the  snm  of  £300,000,  required  by 
the  Corporation  for  the  parpose  of  paying  off,  when  due^  sums 
amonntiog  to  £800,000,  which  will  fall  due  before  the  first  day  ol 
July,  1884,  beiog  a  portion  of  their  debts  now  subsisting  on  the 
security  of  outstanding  securities,  oranted  by  the  Corporation,  for 
raising  money  for  the  purposes  of  the  following  Acts,  that  is  to 
say  :— 

Newoastie-npon-Tyne  Improvement  Aets,  1837  and  41. 

Newoastie-npon-T^ne  Improvement  Act,  1860. 

Kewoastle-upoft-lyne  Improvement  Act,  1870. 

Newoastie-upon-Tyne  Improvement  Act,  1871. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Tramways  and  Improvement  Act,  1877. 

Public  Health  Act,  187& 

PubUc  Libraries  Act,  1855. 
and  iriiioh  sums  the  Corporation  are  under  tiicse  Acts  autiiofised 
to  reberrow. 

Beeolved  secondly, 

Thsffc  such  stock  shall  be  ianed  at  par,  and  shall  bear  the  dividends, 
and  be  transferable  in  the  manner  hereioaifter  specified  (that  is  to  say) : — 
(a)  Stock  to  be  issued  in  sums  of  £10  and  upwards,  being  a  mnltiple 
cl£10. 
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(6)  Dividmids  at  £8  10b.  per  oont.  per  a]iiiiiin»  pejaiUe  half-yeAily  on 
let  JftDoaiT  and  let  July,  bat  when  Stock  u  isaned  dnriog  the 
carrency  of  a  half-year  interest  at  £3  lOt.  per  cent,  per  aDonm  to 
be  paid  from  the  day  of  iaaue  to  the  next  half-yearly  dividend  day. 

(e)  Stock  to  be  traneferable  by  deed  and  not  in  hooka. 

ReMlTcd  thirdly. 

That  saoh  Stock  shall  be  redeemable  on  the  let  day  of  July,  1930, 
nnlcM  previoaaly  cancelled  by  porohaae. 

Reeolved  foorthly, 

ThAt,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Commissioners  of  Her  Majes^a 
TVeasnry,  an  agreement  be  entered  into  with  the  Commiaaionen  of  Inlaiid 
Bevenoe,  for  the  payment  to  the  bat  mentioned  Commiasionera  of  compoai- 
tioQ  nnder  the  proyiaiona  of  Section  63  of  "The  Inland  Bevenuo  Aot^ 
1880,"  for  the  Stamp  Daty  on  tranafera  of  Stock  iaaaed  under  the  foregoing 
reaolutiona. 

Mr.  Aid.  Haxohd  :  I  woald  like  three  words  added — ^by  porobaso 
in  **  the  open  market.'*  It  is  desirable  to  let  the  pablic  know  how 
we  will  purchase. 

Hie  TowH  Olkbk  :  I  hare  added  those  words  in  the  proepectofl. 

Mr.  ToULL  said  the  secarity  which  Newcastle  Oorporation  offered 
to  lenders  was  not  equalled  by  the  secarity  of  any  other  mnnicipalitjr 
in  the  kingdom.  Within  the  last  month  Wolverhampton  Oorpora- 
tion advertised  for  £600,000  ai  3|  per  cent.;  and  applications 
were  received  for  it,  at  £94,  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of 
£1,700,000.  Wolverhampton  Corporation  had  no  real  propertj; 
and  the  average  price  offered  by  the  public  was  1  per  cent, 
more  than  the  minimum  price;  98  per  cent  of  the  money  was 
offered  at  £95  Is.  per  £100,  and  the  remaining  7  per  cent  was 
offered  at  £95  to  £97.  He  thought  Newcastle  Oorporation 
ought  not  to  have  the  slightest  difficulty  in  issuing  the  whole 
stock  at  par. 

Mr.  A,ld.  Stbpherson  said  the  Corporations  of  Birmingham  and 
Liverpool  issued  consolidated  stocks  at  S^  per  cent  ;  and  he  noticed 
yesterday  that  the  market  value  of  Birmingham  stock  was  100|, 
and  Liverpool  101^. 

Mr.  TouLL :  They  have  been  upwards  of  £100  for  four  months. 

Mr.  Aid.  SrKPHBNSOir  said  Newcastle  Oorporation  bad  erery 
reason  to  expect  tbst  all  the  stock  would  be  placed  at  par.  It  would 
be  a  favourite  mode  of  investment 

Mr.  Oarse  said  the  resolations  should  not  be  passed  without  some 
reference  being  made  to  the  care  and  trouble  which  Mr.  Aid. 
Stephenson  had  devoted  to  this  matter.  The  work,  of  ooursei  had 
been  done  by  Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  and  the  Finance  Committee 
generally  ;  hot  Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  had  always  been  recognised  as 
the  chief  mover  in  the  matter ;  and  the  thanks  of  the  Cooncil  were 
due  to  him  (applause). 

The  resolutions  were  adopted. 
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Mr.  Aid.  Stephkhboh  presented  the  following  report  :— 

Laboratory  and  Aaaaj  Office,  75,  Side,  Newcastle-npon-Tnieb 
28th  April,  1883. 

DiAB  Sib, — ^I  have  the  honour  of  sending  yon  the  results  of  my  exam* 
ination  of  the  quality  of  the  ffas  supplied  to  this  city  by  the  Newoastle- 
npon-iyne  and  Uateshead  Gas  uompany :— 


Date. 

ninminating  power 

BnlphilrlnlOO 
oabio  feet  ot  gas. 

BalphnnMed 
bydiogwi. 

April   6 

16-8 
16*3 
15*3 
161 

6-69  grahis. 
6M      „ 
6-78      ., 
6-26      „ 

Nil. 

» 
•• 

1 

„  12......::: 

„     18 

;;  26::.:::::: 

Sugg's  No.  1  London  burner  and  the  Metropolitan  Gas  Referees'  sulphur 
testing  apparatus  are  used  in  testing.  Accoroing  to  Act  of  Parliament  the 
gas,  when  tested  with  this  apparatus,  should  not  be  of  less  illuminating 
power  than  15}  standard  sperm  candles,  nor  contain  more  than  20  grains 
of  sulphur  per  100  cubio  feet.  The  gas  should  also  be  quite  free  from 
■ulphurettea  hydrogen. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly,  John  PATniiaov. 

To  Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson,  Chairman  of  the  Gas  and  Water  Committee 
of  the  Newoastle-upon-l^e  City  CouaoiL 


THX  WATBB  8X7PPLT. 

Mr.  YouLL  presented  the  following  reports  : — 

Laboratory  and  Assay  Office,  76.  Side,  Hewoastle*on*Tyne. 

April  23rd,  1883. 

I  heg  to  report  that  I  have  analysed  a  sample  of  the  water  supplied  to 

this  city  by  the  Newcastle  and  Uateshead  Water  Company,  taken  by 

me  from  a  tap  in  Dean  Street,  on  the  9th  instant,  and  that  I  find  n 

eon  tains  as  follows,  per  gallon  :— 

TMaltoUd  matter  dried  etSltonUi lO-OOOfii. 

Ohknine o*Ml   „ 

Phospborie  eoid BUghttnee 

Vltroicen ■•  nitntes   • 0*flUgni 

ABumwU  • 0*001    „ 

▲Ibominold  ammonle ODOS    ,, 

OijfenfttMorbed  Immediately  at  80<>  Feb OOU    » 

Oxygen  abeorbed  in  foar  hoare        do.  0H)9I    „ 

Hardneee  before  boiling  (Olarke^seeale) 16*6  degi. 

Hardneee after  boiling  one  hoar  (do.) .•••.. 4-S    ,« 

Smell  when  heated  to  100^  Fah None 

Mieroeoopioal  examination Batisftwtoty. 

This  sample,  with  three  others,  taken  on  the  same  day  from  taps  in 
Slswiok  Road,  Sootswood  Road,  and  the  Quayside  were  all  slightly  turbid 
from  matters  in  suspeosion,  showing  that  the  water  was  not  well  filtered. 
In  other  respeota  the  water  is  good. 

(Signed)    Johk  FATTiMSOir. 
J.  O.  Yoall,  Bsq.,  Yioe-Chairman  of  the  Gas  and  Water  Committee 
of  the  Newoastle-npon-Tyne  City  Connoil. 
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QUAHTST  49  WJlSBB  or  8TOBB. 

Whittle  D«ne  retervoin        523,367,200  galla. 

HaHiDgton  resenroir  ...        .^.        ...  647,263.120     „ 

Colt  Crag  menroir     712,376,770     „ 

LitUe  SwinbncB  merTok      24,864,264     m 


r^ML        1,907,871.864     ,, 

April  aOfeh,  1888.  Obo.  Sioth,  Seonftttj. 

Tlia  meetiiig  oondiidad. 
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COUNCIL     MEETING 


WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  6,  188S. 


A  mBTuro  of  the  Oooncil  was  held,  ihis  afternoon,  in  the  Coancil 
Chamber,  Town  Ha]I.  There  were  present — ^Aldermen  Bidlej, 
Oail,  Wilson,  Stewart,  Plnmmer,  Hamond,  Scott,  MiWab,  Hedley, 
Oregson,  Potter,  Angus,  Stepheuson,  and  Toang;  Gonncillors 
Winter,  Scholefield,  Hepworth,  Qnin,  Tooll,  Browne,  Owen,  Gsrse, 
Dickinson,  Bowden,  Smith,  Jackson,  Nelson,  Andersen,  Newton, 
Dixon,  Cutter,  Oliyer,  Barkas,  Hepbam,  Holmes,  Ingledew,  0.  8. 
Smith,  Stephens,  Fnmess,  Joseph  &  Ellis,  Sanderson,  Henjsell, 
Gray,  Cnlley,  and  Temple 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Hamovd,  seconded  by  Mr.  Aid. 
Hbdlbt,  the  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  Aid.  Angus  (Uie  Depaty- 
Mftyor)  in  the  absence  of  the  Mayor  through  indisposition. 

THI  ISSUE  or  OOBPOBATIOir  STOCK. 

The  Town  Clbbk  read  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
proTious  meeting. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamoitd  :  I  heard  no  mention  in  the  minntes  to  the 
effect  that  the  Corporation  when  pnrchasing  stock  are  to  pnrehaae 
it  ^  in  the  open  market." 

The  TowH  Clxkk  :  Those  words  are  in  the  prospectus. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamohd  :  The  words  in  the  prospectus  are  not  binding 
upon  us«  The  resolutions  of  \he  Council  only  are  binding  upon 
us.  The  words  should  be  in  the  resolution  as  well  as  in  the 
prospectus. 

It  was  agreed  to  add  to  the  3rd  resolntion,  as  to  the  creation  of 
stock  (p.  274),  tiie  words  '*  either  in  the  open  market,  or  by  agree- 
ment with  the  stockholder." 

BieiGHATIOH  OF  OOUVOILLOB  OOOK. 

The  Chaibmah  said  it  was  necessary  to  pass  a  resolution  to-day 
with  reference  to  the  resignation  of  a  member  of  the  Coundl,  and 
after  that  was  done  he  would  propose,  out  of  respect  to  the  memory 
of  the  Sheriff  of  Newcastle,  whose  death  they  all  lamented,  that  no 
tortfaer  business  be  transacted,  but  that  the  Council  meet  again  on 
that  day  week. 
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The  TowH  Olbrk  said  he  had  to  report  to  the  Coanoa  thai  Mr. 
Balph  Oook|  one  of  the  Ooancillors  of  Jeamond  Ward,  had  deUreied 
to  him  the  following  notice : — ''  To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen^  and 
Cooncilloni  of  the  City  of  Newcaatle-opon-Tyne.—- 1  herehj  reaign 
the  office  of  Councillor  of  Jeamond  Waid,  in  the  CStj  of  Newcaatle- 
npon-iyne.  I  have  paid  to  the  City  Treasnrer  the  fine  of  £5, 
fixed  by  the  bye-law  of  the  Conncil  to  be  paid  on  tiie  reaignation  of 
a  Gonncillor.— Dated  thia  Slat  day  of  May,  1888. — Ralph  Cook.* 
He  had  also  to  report  that  Mr.  Cook  had  duly  paid  the  fine  of  £5 
to  the  Treaanrer. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  propoeed  *^  That  the  reaignation  of  Mr.  Ralph 
Cook|  aa  Coondllor  of  Jeamond  Ward,  be  and  ia  hereby  aooepled ; 
and  that  the  offioe  of  Councillor  of  Jeamond  Ward,  resigned  by  Mr. 
Cook,  be  and  ia  hereby  declared  to  be  vacant,  and  that  the  aame  be 
aignified  by  notice  in  writing,  aigned  by  three  members  of  the  Coawnl, 
countersigned  by  the  Town  Clerk,  be  affixed  on  the  Town  HalL" 

Mr.  Aid.  STBPHxmoK  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  Haxohd  :  And  the  osoal  election  will  take  place  7 

The  Town  Clxbk  :  Tea. 

Mr.  Aid.  OiBOaoH  moTed  that  the  fine  of  £t  be  ranittad. 

The  Town  Cuuul  :  Ton  cannot  remit  the  fine. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  The  Act  of  Parliament  ia  podtiye.  Yon 
cannot  remit  the  fine. 

Mr.  OABsa  aaid  he  differed  from  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  on  thia 
question.  The  Act  of  1882  waa  precisely  the  same  in  regard  to 
ttiia  matter,  as  the  previous  Act,  and  we  Council  had  in  past 
time  remitted  fines.  The  present  Act  gave  the  Council  power  to 
make  bye-laws,  and  the  Council  had  nuida  a  bye-law  fisng  tiis 
fines ;  but  the  law  did  not  say  it  waa  imperative  for  the  Oooncfl 
to  receive  the  amount  of  the  fine.  The  Council  could  remit 
or  retain  the  fine  as  they  thought  proper.  This  question  was 
diflcussed  by  the  Parliamentary  and  Bye-Laws  Committee^  and, 
although  Mr.  Aldi  Hamond  took  the  view  that  the  Council,  after 
making  the  bye-law,  could  not  remit  the  fine,  a  large  number  <rf 
the  committee  took  an  opposite  view.  He  seconded  Mr.  Aid. 
Gregson's  proposal 

The  Chaibxav  asked  the  Town  Clerk  to  state  his  opinion. 

The  Towv  Olbbk  :  In  my  opinion  the  Council  have  no  power 
to  remit  the  fine.  Any  resolution  remitting  the  fine  woidd  be 
inoperative. 

Mr.  Aid.  OBKcmoH :  I  move  that  the  remission  of  the  fine  be 
carried  out,  and  I  will  atand  any  damages  that  may  arise. 

The  Towv  Clibs  :  The  fine  has  been  paid. 

Mr.  Aid.  OBMMOir :  U  the  remissioB  is  called  in  qeastion  I  will 
pay  the  expenses  incurred. 
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Mr.  Aid.  Hixomy :  The  ohainnan  cannot  pnt  snob  a  motion. 
The  motion  propoced  by  Mr.  Ald.Hedloy  was  agreed  to. 

THB  LAra  SHSBIFF  OF  KIWOABVLB. 

The  Ohaibx AK,  after  explaining  the  arrangements  made  for  the 
members  of  the  Conndl  to  attend  the  foneral  of  the  late  Sheriff, 
proposed  that  no  farther  bnaioess  be  transacted,  and  that  the 
Oooncil  meet  again  for  the  translation  of  business  on  the  13th  inst. 

Mr.  Aid  Hamond  seconded  the  motion.  He  said  that,  although 
the  late  Sheriff  was  a  warm  political  opponent  of  his,  he  alwajs 
appreciated  highly  the  independent  character  of  their  late  colleague. 
Ko  man  esteemed  Mr.  Glapham  more  highly  than  he  had.  He  bad 
always  looked  upon  Mr.  Olapham  as  a  highly  honourable  man,  and 
no  man  more  regretted  Mr.  Olapbam^s  death  than  he  did. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  meeting  ended. 
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WBDIOESDAT,  JUNK  IS,  1883. 


A  Kumio  of  tht  Oouneil  wm  held  to-day  in  tho  Ooondl  < 
Town  HaU,  the  Mayor  (Mr.  Thoa  Gea  Qihmm)  in  Om  ohairl 
JUkBn  wen  also  present : — Aldermen  Bidley,  Oail,  Wileon,  Steirart^ 
Hamond,  Soott,  MilTain,  Hedley,  Qregson,  Potter,  Anga%  TouQf  , 
and  Stephenson ;  Councillors  Winter,  J.  Barker  Ellis,  Sdiolefisid, 
MiUing,  Hepworth,  Qnin,  YooU,  Browne,  Owen,  Carse,  Duddnson, 
Bowden,  Dobson,  Jaekson,  Nelson,  Andersen,  Oalfert,  Bell,  Dixon, 
Ontter,  Oliyer,  Hedley,  Barkas,  Hepbnm,  Bichaidson,  Ingledow, 
0.  a  Smith,  Fnmess,  Joseph  R  Ellis,  Sanderson,  Henaell,  Seott, 
Oolley,  Temple,  and  Bntton. 

Hie  Towv  Olebx  read  the  minntes  of  the  prooeedtngs  of  the 
previons  meeting. 

TBI  lAsa  SHUtnT. 

The  Matoe  said  that,  as  he  was  not  present  at  the  pefioas 
meeting  of  the  Oonndl,  he  hoped  the  members  would  allow  htm 
now  to  take  his  part  in  expressing  his  personal  grief  and  sorrow  at 
the  great  loss  whidi  the  Oonnoil  and  the  town  had  sustained  by  the 
death  of  the  Sheriff.  The  bright  and  cheeiy  disposition,  and 
nn&iling  courtesy  of  the  late  Sheriff,  endeared  him  to  eveiy  ettiMii 
in  Newcastle,  and  made  his  services  immensely  popular  and  usefhL 
Hie  town,  he  was  sure,  had  sustained  a  great  loss  by  the  sudden 
death  of  the  Sheriff;  and  he  (the  Mayor)  would  not  be  doing  himself 
justice  if  he  allowed  this  meeting  to  pass  without  expressing  his 
personal  feeliugs  upon  the  subject,  and  asking  the  Council  to  pass  a 
yote  of  condolence  and  sympaUiy  with  his  widow  and  family.  He 
moved  the  adoption  of  the  following  motion : — ''  That  this  Oouneil 
desires  to  reoonl  its  profound  regret  at  the  loss  the  city  and  eountj 
have  sustttned  by  the  lamented  sudden  decease  of  the  Sheriff  ii 
Newcastle,  Henry  Clapham,  Esq.,  J.P.,  and  its  high  apprsciation  of 
the  services  he  has  rendered  in  his  high  office  of  Sheriff,  and  also  as 
one  of  Her  Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace,  and  as  a  member  of  the 
Council  and  a  River  Tjb»  Commissioner ;  and  to  express  its  sincere 
sympathy  with  his  widow  and  family  in  their  sorrow,  and  its  hope 
that  the  regard  in  which  his  memory  is  held  may  be  some  slight 
comfort  to  them  in  their  heavy  affliction.'* 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  seconded  the  motion.  He  said  that  on  the  Mi 
November  last  he  had  the  pleasure  oi  piopoeing  that  Mr.  Olapham 
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be  elected  Sheriff;  and  little  did  any  member  of  the  Oonnoil  then 
think  that  in  seven  months*  time  Mr.  Clapbam  would  depart  from 
them.  He  endorsed  all  that  the  Mayor  had  said.  He  had  known 
the  late  Sheriff  oyer  since  he  (Mr.  Clapham)  was  a  boy,  and  he 
regretted  his  death  exceedingly. 

Mr.  Hbnzbll  said  that,  as  one  of  the  colleagues  of  Mr.  Olapham 
in  the  representation  of  Elswick  Ward,  the  Council  would  permit 
him  to  join  in  the  expression  of  regret  felt  by  them  all  at  the  death 
of  the  Sheriff.  He  was  expressing  the  feeling  of  the  representatives 
of  Elswick  Ward  when  he  said  they  were  sensible  of  having  lost  by 
the  death  of  Mr.  Clapham  a  valuable  colleague,  one  with  whom  it 
was  always  a  great  pleasure  to  work  in  Council  matters,  and  one 
whose  life  gave  promise  of  great  usefulness  in  the  Council  and  city 
generally.  It  was  satisfactory  to  know  that,  although  Mr.  Clapham 
had  been  a  member  of  the  Council  only  a  few  years,  the  Council 
had  marked  its  sense  of  his  ability,  urbanity,  and  usefulness,  by 
electing  him  to  the  high  position  of  Sheriff,  an  office  which  he  so 
well  filled  until  his  death  occurred.  This  was  only  the  second  time 
since  the  passing  of  the  Municipal  Reform  Act  that  the  Sheriff's 
chair  had  been  vacant;  but  no  such  melancholy  circumstances 
attended  the  present  vacancy  as  occurred  in  connection  with  the 
previous  vacancy.  Mr.  Clapham's  death  was  very  sincerely  regretted 
by  all  classes  in  the  dty. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

THB  OOLLBaSS  OF  MIDIGIHB  AND  OV  PHTSIOAL  SCIBVOB. — THB 
SCHOOL  OF  ART. 

The  following  gentlemen  attended  the  meeting  of  the  Council  as 
a  deputation  from  the  University  of  Durham  College  of  Medicine, 
the  University  of  Durham  College  of  Physical  Science,  and  the 
Newcastle  Government  School  of  Art :— Mr.  L  L.  Bell,  Mr.  Thomas 
Hodgkin,  Mr.  J.  B.  Simpson,  Mr.  T.  W.  Bunning,  Mr.  O.  Baker 
Forster,  Dr.  Gibson,  Dr.  Philipson,  Dr.  Gibb,  Dr.  Luke  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Archibald  Dunn,  and  Mr.  Henry  Watson. 

Mr.  Aid.  Anous  said  he  had  great  pleasure  in  introducing  to  the 
Oonnoil  the  deputation. headed  by  their  old  friend  and  colleague,  Mr. 
Iiaao  Lowthian  Bell.    (Applause.) 

Mr.  L  Ik  Bell  presented  to  the  Council  a  memorial. 

The  Towv  Olbbx  read  the  memorial  aa  follows : — 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermm,  and  OUkens  o/iheCUy  (^ NewccuOe'Vpon-Tyne 

in  Common  CouneU  astembUd, 

The  Memorial  of  the  nndenigned  Members  of  the  Gonnoil  of  the  University 

of  Durham  College  of  Medicine,  at  NewoastU-apon-Tyne,  and  of  the 

Univeruty  of  Darham  College  of  Phyrioel  Soienoe,  at  Mewoaitle-apon- 

Tyne, 
RssPBOicruLLT  SHSWRRy^That  the  Uoiverslty  of  Darham  College  of 
Medioine  was  fonnded  at  NewcMtle-npon-Tyne  in  the  year  1861,  for  the 
imparting  full  oonreee  of  instrnotion  in  the  acienoe  and  art  of  medicine, 

N  1 
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mrgiry,  and  miitHrv  mediohie^  qnalifyiiig  oandid«ilM  imt  tk«  «Mmin>ti«ni 
for  the  deyeei  and  certiBcates  of  profidency  ia  medioin^  lugaiy,  and 
■anitary  idenoe  of  the  Univenity  of  Durham,  and  the  diplomai  of  tbe 
Boyal  College  of  Ph^iioiina  and  Sorgeona  of  London,  kc,  and  it  was 
admitted  into  oonneetion  with  the  University  of  Durham  in  the  year  1862  ; 
that  in  the  aoademioal  year,  1880-1881,  130  atadenti  weia  registered,  and 
attended  ooarses  of  leotores  deiiTered  in  the  GoUm^s  ;  in  the  year  1881-1882; 
160  atadents ;  and  in  the  year  1882-1883, 166  stadenta. 

That  the  Unirersity  of  Durham  Ck>Ilege  of  Physioal  Sdenoe  waa  f ooadad  at 
Newcastle-iipon-Tyne  in  the  year  1871«  for  the  teaohin^  of  physical  acisaos^ 
partienlarlv  m  ita  practaoal  application  to  en|^neering^  mining,  manafaetnTCSp 
and  agricnltare,  and  to  promote  the  ednoation  of  persona  ofboth  aezea,  and 
the  study  and  advancement  of  soienoe,  philosophy,  literature^  and  the  fins 
arts ;  and  since  its  foundation  it  has  aided  in  the  ednoation  of  more  than 
1,200  students. 

That  in  the  year  1861,  the  Durham  Oollege  of  Medicine  erected  collegiate 
huUdings  in  Nerille  Street,  adjoining  the  premises  of  the  North  Fasfeni 
Bailway  Company,  and  have  carried  on,  and  do  now  carry  on,  the  work  ol 
instruction  in  the  science  and  art  of  medioine,  aurgary,  and  sanitary 
medicine  upon  the  premises  so  erected. 

That  the  University  of  Durham  CoUm  of  Science  oooupies  certain  roonis 
in  the  said  building  of  the  University  of  Durham  Colk^  of  Medioine  for  tibs 
purposes  of  giving  mstruotion  in  the  higher  branches  of  physioal  acienoe. 

l^t  the  North  Eaatem  Railway  Company  ia  promoting  a  bill  in  the 
preaent  session  of  Parliament,  whereby  (amongst  otner  thin{;s)  they  seek  to 
Deoome  possessed  of  the  buildings  so  erected  as  aforesaid  by  the  said 
Durham  College  of  Medicine. 

That  in  consequence  of  the  said  action  upon  the  part  of  the  North  Eastern 
Railway  Company,  the  said  Colleges  will  have  to  leave  the  place  where  at 
present  they  carry  on  their  teaching,  and  to  erect  ooUegea  for  the  said 
purpoae. 

That  the  said  Colleges  are  now  united  in  the  desire  to  acquire  a  aite  upon 
which  to  erect  suitable  collegiate  buildings  for  the  purposes  of  both  colleges, 
and  a  residential  hall  for  students. 

That  the  site  at  the  Bull  Park,  the  offer  for  which  by  the  Durham  CdUsga 
of  Science,  on  December  6th,  1870,  was  so  cordially  aooepted  by  your 
honourable  body,  as  evidenced  by  the  letter  of  the  Town  Clerk  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  College,  on  the  0th  April,  1880,  is  admirably  adapted  for 
the  purpoaea  of  the  united  oollegea. 

That  the  united  oollegea  are  ready  and  willing  at  onoe  to  pay  the  snm  of 
£600  per  acre  for  such  site,  and  to  build  suitable  college  premises  upon  a 
portion  of  such  site  to  the  satisfaction  of  your  honourable  body. 

Your  memorialists  therefore  respectfidly  request  that  your  honouxable 
body  will  take  this  matter  into  your  conaideration  and  will  sell  the  aaid  aits^ 
and  obtain  the  necessarv  powers  to  enable  the  united  ooU^ges  to  erect  the 
proposed  ooUegiato  buildings. 

Mr.  L  L.  Bell  said  the  memorial  pretty  folly  set  forth  the  object  of 
the  yisit  of  the  deputation ;  bnt  he  might  be  permitted  to  add  a  few 
words  in  support  of  the  memorial  The  deputation  oompiised 
representatives  from  the  College  of  Medicine  and  the  College  of 
Physical  Science,  and  Mr.  Archibald  Dunn  appeared  as  the 
representatiye  of  the  School  of  Art.  He  had  no  doubt  that  D& 
Philipson,  or  Dr.  Gibson,  would  offer  a  few  words  in  support  of  the 
claims  of  the  Oollege  of  Medicine  upon  the  consideration  of  the 
Council.  As  one  of  the  public  he  could  bear  testimony  to  the  great 
serTice  which  the  College  of  Medicine  had  rendered  to  Newnstle  in 
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affording  an  oppoitnnitj  to  stndents  of  acquiring  a  sound  medical 
edncation.  Tlie  College  of  Physical  Science,  which  he  more  spedally 
represented  on  this  occasion,  was,  along  with  the  College  of  Medicine, 
afifiliated  with  the  UniTersity  of  Darham.  That  affiliation  was  by 
no  means  an  empty  title,  because  the  College  of  Physical  Science 
reeeiTed  from  the  University  a  very  handsome  subvention  amounting 
to  no  less  than  £1,200  a  year,  which  might  be  taken  as  representing 
a  capital  sum  of  sometliing  like  £24,000.  He  had  had  far  too 
much  experience  of  the  sentiments  of  the  gentlemen  composing  this 
Council  not  to  know  that  they  recognised  as  strongly  as  any 
public  body  could  recognise,  the  advantages  and  importance  of 
a  proper  education.  The  people  of  Newcastle  had  only  to 
look  at  what  had  been  done  by  the  Council  in  connection  with  the 
Grammar  School  to  be  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  what  he  said  and 
this  rendered  it  quite  unnecessary  for  him  to  take  up  the  time  of 
the  Council  in  dwelling  upon  the  advantages  of  education.  The 
first  object  for  which  the  College  of  Physical  Science  was  established 
was  the  cultivation  of  those  sciences  necessary  in  the  carrying  on 
of  all  manufacturing  operations.  Some  of  them,  like  himself,  were 
old  enough  to  remember  when  science  was  not  looked  upon  in  the 
fame  light  it  now  was.  A  change  had  taken  place ;  and  he  did  not 
know  that  he  could  indicate  the  character  of  that  change  better  than 
by  referring  to  the  Iron  and  Steel  Institute  of  Great  Britain,  with 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  be  associated.  That  body  was  estab- 
lished a  doaen  or  fifteen  years  ago,  and  during  its  first  year  had  250 
members,  and  its  membership  at  the  present  moment  was  above 
1,300.  The  object  of  the  Institute  was  simply  to  discuss  scientific 
questions  connected  with  the  manufacture  of  iron ;  and  he  men- 
tioned this  as  indicating  the  importance  which  iron  manufacturers 
attached  to  the  cultivation  of  science.  Only  a  few  years  ago 
there  arose  another  society  of  a  cognate  character — ^the  Society 
of  Chemical  Industry ;  and  this  Society  was  also  prospering,  and 
had  a  very  large  number  of  members.  Newcastle  could  not 
afford  to  be  behind  other  towns  in  matters  of  this  kind.  They 
were  all  aware  of  the  position  now  occupied  by  Owen's  College, 
Idanchester.  Oldham — a  town  of  comparative  insignificance  when 
contrasted  with  Newcastle — had  undertaken  a  similar  work;  and 
even  the  town  of  yesterday's  growth — Middlesbrough — ^was  about 
to  have  its  School  of  Physical  Science.  It  would  certainly  be  to 
himself  very  distressing  indeed  if  the  youth  of  Newcastle  and  district 
had,  in  order  to  obtain  an  education  such  as  its  manufacturing 
indnstries  required,  to  be  sent  to  Leeds  or  Manchester  to  obtain  that 
education  owing  to  being  unable  to  obtain  it  here.  The  College  of 
Physical  Science  was  established  in  1871,  when  private  individuals 
■ubseribed  about  £23,000 ;  and  the  interest  of  that  sum,  added  to 
the  fees  received  from  students,  and  the  allowance  from  the  Univer- 
aity  of  Durham,  produced  an  income  of  £3,370  a  year;  so  that, 
taking  the  edocational  establishment  as  a  whole,  it  occupied  by  no 
aaana  aa  inaignifioant  or  unw(»thy  position.    At  the  present  time, 
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there  were  from  80  to  100  pupils,  and  the  fees  emonnted  to  £1,000 
A  year.  The  memorial  informed  the  Ooancil  that  the  present  loca- 
tion of  the  College  was  about  to  be  taken  away.  The  requirements 
of  the  North  Eastern  Railway  demanded  that  the  College  should 
yacate  the  premises ;  and  the  College  authorities  had  therefore  to 
secure  another  site.  After  looking  all  around,  the  authorities  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  no  better  or  more  suitable 
site  for  the  purpose  than  that  at  the  Bull  Park,  on  the  Town  Moor. 
He  need  not  point  to  the  healthiness  of  the  position,  which,  in 
the  matter  of  education,  wss  not  altogether  an  unimportant 
matter.  The  site  was  in  the  immediate  proximity  of  the  build- 
ing intended  for  the  Museum  of  the  Natural  History  Society 
of  Newcastle — a  building  which  was  not  only  admirably  fitted 
for  its  purpose,  but  which  would  contain  a  collection  of  objects 
illustrating  the  various  branches  of  natural  history  second  to 
none  in  the  United  Kindom  so  far  as  provincial  towns  were  con- 
cerned. The  memorial  stated  that  the  College  authorities  were 
willing  to  pay  £500  an  acre  for  the  site.  He  could  not  altogether 
disassociate  himself  from  a  body  of  which  he  had  the  honour  to  be  a 
member  for  so  many  years ;  and  he  hoped  the  Council  would  not 
consider  he  was  venturing  to  dictate  what  their  course  should  be  if 
he  told  them  what  his  own  feelings  would  be  if  he  had  been  occupy- 
ing the  seat,  as  he  did  so  long,  now  occupied  by  his  friend,  Mr.  Aid. 
Hedley.  He  had  no  doubt  the  site  was  worth  £600  an  acre ;  but 
he  could  not  help  feeling  that  the  sacrifice  the  Council  would  make 
by  giving  the  five  acres  was  not  represented  by  £500  an  acre.  In 
point  of  fact,  he  supposed  the  actual  value  of  the  site  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Newcastle  at  large  was  something  like  £4  per 
acre  per  annum,  or  for  the  five  acres,  £20  a  year ;  and  it  would 
not  be  a  ruinous  matter  to  the  town  exchequer  if  the  site  was 
presented  to  the  united  bodies  represented  by  the  deputation. 
He  hoped  they  would  have  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  freemen. 
The  curriculum  of  the  College  of  Physical  Science  embraced  all 
sciences  required  to  be  taught  in  the  district  There  were  chairs  of 
chemistry,  physical  geography,  mathematics,  and  mining,  and  the 
appointment  of  a  professor  of  engineering  was  only  a  question  of 
funds  and  space.  It  might  be  argued  that,  looking  at  the  fact  that 
the  College  of  Physical  Science  haid  been  in  existence  a  dosen  years, 
it  had  not,  perhaps,  made  that  progress  in  point  of  members  that 
might  reasonably  have  been  expected ;  but  in  order  to  effect  progress 
the  College  must  not  only  have  abundant  space,  but  must  also  have 
the  appearance  of  abundant  space  and  means  at  command.  Any 
gentleman  who  visited  the  premises  in  which  the  work  of  the  College 
was  carried  on,  would  be  able  to  judge  of  the  difficulties  which  had 
to  be  contended  in  teaching  the  various  branches  of  science.  He 
had  no  doubt  the  College  authorities  would  succeed  in  erecting^— if 
they  obtained  the  assistance  of  the  Council — a  suitable  building 
upon  the  Town  Moor,  in  which  to  teach  the  various  branches  of 
science.     He  was  reminded,  by  Mr.  Hodgkin,  that  the  moment  the 
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oonaent  of  the  Oonndl  to  oommetioe  operations  wm  obtained,  the 
College  anthorities  were  prepared  to  begin  to  boild. 

Dr.  Gibson  said  he  was  the  spokesman  of  the  medical  part  of  the 
deputation.  As  the  Goancil  were  aware,  the  College  of  Medicine 
wonld  be  compelled  to  leave  its  present  premises,  and  nnless  the 
Council  agreed  to  grant  a  site,  the  College  would  be  plaeed  in  a 
position  of  great  difficulty.  The  College  of  Medicine  was  really  a 
successful  institution ;  it  really  did  provide  an  amount  of  education 
in  medidne  which  was  creditable  to  the  locality.  The  position  of 
the  College  had  been  progressive  from  1851  down  to  the  present 
time.  The  remarks  made  by  Mr.  Bell  with  regard  to  the  College 
of  Physical  Science  wonld,  he  thought,  apply  with  tenfold  force  as 
coming  from  the  College  of  Medicine.  The  College  of  Medicine 
must  have  buildings  appropriate  for  the  purpose  of  medical  teaching. 
Under  the  circumstances  he  was  particularly  anxious  that  this 
Council  would  look  favourably  upon  the  needs  of  the  College ;  and 
he  hoped  that  in  the  course  of  a  little  while,  the  College 
would  be  able  to  commence  the  erection  of  a  building  creditable, 
not  only  architecturally,  but  also  suited  for  the  purpose  for  whidi 
it  was  required,  and  affording  accommodation  for  a  large  number  of 
students  who,  at  the  present  moment,  failed  to  find  accommodation 
in  a  manner  which  was  absolutely  demanded.  In  connection  with 
the  College  of  Medicine  it  was  proposed  to  erect  a  building  as  a 
reeidence  for  students.  Unless  the  College  received  some  such  help 
as  the  Corporation  was  now  asked  to  grant,  there  would  be  no 
power  to  erect  such  a  building  on  the  site.  The  Bull  Park  site 
was  appropriate  for  all  the  requirements,  both  on  the  score  of  health 
and  position.  Unless  the  College  had  some  such  space  as  that, 
there  would  be  little  chance  of  carrying  on  so  perfectly  that  work  of 
medical  education  in  Newcastle.  The  College  authorities  were  in  a 
position  to  take  action  as  soon  they  obtained  the  land.  It  was 
absolutely  necesary  that  they  should  commence  building  operations 
as  speedily  ss  possible,  and  there  would  be  no  difficulty,  so  far  as  he 
understood,  in  regard  to  the  funds.  He  thought  if  the  Council 
looked  at  this  subject  from  a  point  of  view  which  was  best  and 
highest  to  the  credit  and  honour  of  the  community,  they  would  see 
that  such  institutions  as  the  deputation  represented  were  likely  to 
prove  a  lasting  benefit  to  the  town. 

Mr.  Archibald  Dunn  said  he  was  present  to  represent  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Government  School  of  Art  The  premises  now 
occupied  by  the  school  were  about  to  be  taken  possession  of  by  tiie 
North  Eastern  Railway  Company  ;  and  unless  the  school  received 
assistance  in  procuring  a  site,  and  assistance  in  erecting  a  building, 
it  was  likely  it  would  fail.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  committee 
that  they  should  work  in  harmony  with  the  gentlemen  who  were 
promoting  the  erection  of  buildings  for  the  two  great  colleges. 

The  Mayor  said  he  was  sure  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Council  to 
forward  the  woric  which  the  deputation  had  in  view  so  fiur  as  they 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


386  PROOEBDIKGB  Or  THB  [Juxi  IS, 

oonld  with  doe  regard  to  the  other  interests  oonunitted  to  ih«r 
ehsrge.  The  importance  ot  the  College  of  Medicine,  the  College  of 
Physical  Science,  and  the  School  of  Art  was  recognised  by  ererj 
member  of  the  Council ;  and  it  would  be  their  desire  to  forward  the 
interests  of  those  edacational  institutions  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power.  The  Council  would,  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  consider 
the  subject,  and  in  due  course  would  communicate  the  dedsioB 
arrived  at 

Mr.  I.  L.  Bell  said  the  deputation  were  much  indebted  to  the 
Council  for  the  very  kind  reception  accorded  to  them.  They  would 
be  glad  to  reoeive  the  answer  of  the  Council  at  the  earliest  possible 
time ;  and  they  hoped  the  answer  would  be  a  farourable  one. 

The  deputation  retired. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stiphvitsov  proposed  that  the  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  Town  Moor  Management  Committee  to  consider  and  report 
upon. 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLSOV  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  YoniiL  suggested  that  the  Council  ahould  fix  a  time  for  tha 
committee  to  report 

The  Matob  :  Report,  if  possible,  to  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  Mr.  Aid  Hamond  will  do  all  he  can  to  fiusili- 
tate  the  matter. 

Mr.  Aid.  ELlmoitd  said  the  memorial  only  related  to  the  Colleges 
of  Medicine  and  Physical  Science.  He  wished  to  know  if  the 
committee  had  also  to  take  into  consideration  the  application  made 
on  behalf  of  the  School  of  Art  The  Council  must  bear  in  mind 
that  not  more  than  fiye  acres  of  the  Moor  were  to  be  taken,  and  only 
two  acres  were  to  be  built  upon. 

The  Mayor:  It  is  desirable  that  the  whole  matter  should  be 
referred  to  the  committee,  and  be  considered  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  YouLL  said  he  belioTed  it  was  not  the  intention  of  Mr.  Dunn, 
as  representing  the  School  of  Art,  to  hare  an  additional  building  for 
the  school,  because  there  were  no  funds  with  which  to  build  it.  If 
the  Council  allowed  buildings  to  be  erected  on  two  acres  of  the  land^ 
he  believed  the  School  of  Art  would  arrange  with  the  other  two 
bodies  for  the  occupation  of  a  portion  of  the  buildings. 

Mr.  Browns  said  the  requirements  of  the  School  of  Art  would 
not  add  seriously  to  the  amount  of  accommodation  to  be  provided. 
According  to  the  ideas  of  most  modem  teachers  it  was  considered 
necessary  that  a  school  of  art  should  have  access  to  anatomical 
objects  ;  and,  therefore,  it  was  important  that  the  School  of  Art 
should,  if  possible,  be  where  there  was  a  medical  college. 

Mr.  Cabsb:  Supposing  the  Council  are  willing  to  grant  the  site 
for  the  purpose  required,  will  an  Act  of  Parliament  be  neoesoaiy? 

The  Town  CiiUX :  Tes,  an  Act  of  Parltamsftt  will  be  i 
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Mr.  Aid  Hamohd:  And  thej  will  not  get  it  under  two  yesn 
under  any  eircamBtaDcei. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  memorial  and  the  request  of  the  School  of 
Art  Ck>mmittee  be  referred  to  the  Town  Moor  Management  Oom- 
mittee. 

ALLsam  vmSAVoi  hbar  thb  xoob. 

A  deputation,  consisting  of  Messrs.  John  Hatton,  Henry  Watson, 
Tho&  Hood  Henderson,  and  James  Armstrong,  was  introdnoed  by 
Mr.  Aid.  Milvain. 

Mr.  John  Hntton  presented  the  following  memorial  :*» 

lb  the  Mofor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgestee  tf  the  Boroftgh  qf  Newecutie'^ipfm' 

Tyne. 

The  hmnblfl  petition  of  oi,  the  imdendgnod  ratepayer!  and  otheriy  raeidiBg 
at  end  in  tne  neighbourhood  of  CUremont  Plaoe,  Wardle  Terraoe,  Fram- 
liagton  Flaoe,  aim  North  Temoe, 

8HBWXZH, — 1.  That  aome  of  yoor  petitioners  reside  in  dose  proximity  to 

tiie  strip  of  land  that  lies  between  the  north-west  end  of  Eldon  Street  and 

the  aonth-east  end  of  daremont  Plaoe. 
2.  That  all  your  petitioners,  in  order  to  reach  the  oentral  and  other 

portioiis  of  the  town  from  their  reridenoes,  hare  to  trayerse  the  (ootpaths 

whieh  oroes  tiie  before-mentioned  strip  of  land. 

5.  That  it  is  a  practice  with  certain  of  the  cowkeepers  of  the  town  who 
depMtare  their  cows  npon  the  Town  Moor  and  Leases  to  brinff  tiieir  cows 
daily,  dnrinff  the  summer,  upon  the  before-mentioned  strip  of  land,  for  the 
purpose  of  there  feediog  and  milking  them. 

4b  That  the  cows  are  there  fed  with  either  grains  or  meal,  some  of  which 
is  always  left  npon  the  ffroond  oneaton.  This  in  conrse  of  time  decompoeioff 
gives  off  a  rancid  and  objectionable  efflaviam  which  is  likely  to  be  banefm 
to  any  one  inhaling  it. 

6.  That  the  cows  walk  and  stand  and  are  freqnentiv  fed  and  milked  npon 
the  footpaths  to  the  fear  of  females  and  children,  and  to  the  inconvenience 
and  danger  of  all  whose  bosiness  takes  them  at  sach  times  alonp;  snch  foot- 
paths, and  also  with  the  consequence  that  such  footpaths  get  mto  a  filthy 
and  at  times  almost  impassable  condition. 

6.  That  the  practice  alluded  to  is  thereby  a  serioos  nuisance  to  your 
petitioners  and  others  having  business  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  said 
strip  of  ground,  which  might  eaailv  be  avoided  by  some  portion  of  the  Moor 
or  Leases,  away  from  a  nmd  or  dwelling-houses,  being  set  apart  for  tiie 
purpose  of  such  cowkeepers  feeding  snd  milking  their  cows. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  pray  that  you  will  take  such  stops  as  will  forth- 
with abate  such  nuisance. 

And  your  petitioners  wiU  ever  pray,  ftc 

The  Matob  :  It  is  a  yery  old  oastom,  is  it  not  ? 

Mr.  Hntton :  It  is  a  great  nnisance. 

Mr.  Henderson:  The  nnisanee  should  not  be  tolerated  simply 
because  it  is  an  old  custom.    It  is  a  great  and  crying  evil. 

The  Matob  :  The  Goundl  have  erery  wish  to  do  all  they  can  to 
add  to  the  oomfort  of  the  inhabitanto,  and  they  will  teke  the  matter 
into  oonaideration. 

The  deputetion  withdrew. 
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On  tlM  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Wilbov,  aeoooded  hj  Mr.  Aid. 
HsDLST,  the  memoiud  wm  referred  to  the  Town  Moor  Mftntgement 
Committee. 

BAID  OV  BBTTIHG  H0U8BS. 

Mr.  J08BPH  B.  Ellis  emid  that  on  Ttieeday,  May  29tht  a  pnblio 
meeting  was  held  in  the  Oircos  in  regard  to  the  raid  made  on  certain 
public  houses.  He  presided  over  the  meeting,  and  it  was  calculated 
that  there  were  about  5,000  people  present  The  meeting  was  not 
held  to  sympathise  with  betting,  gambling,  or  the  breaking  of  the 
law,  but  to  protest  against  the  issuing  of  a  general  warrant  for  the 
apprehension  of  64  innocent  and  nnoffensive  people  for  the  sake  of 
getting  four  or  five  guilty  people  who  had  broken  the  law.  He 
presented  to  the  Council  the  resolutions  adopted  at  the  meeting. 

The  TowH  Clbbk  read  the  resolutions  as  follows : — 

To  the  Right  WanhijifiU  (he  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  Hia  OUy  and  Couni^ 

of  Ntweaatlt-upon^Tyne. 
At  a  pablio  meeting  held  in  the  Ciroas,  Havmarket,  Newoastle-apon-l^nMy 
on  Tuesday,  29th  M&y,  188S»  Conncillor  Joeeph  B.  Ellis,  in  the  ohair,  the 
foUowinff  resolations  were  snbmitted  and  nnanimonsly  adopted  : — 
"  Th&t  W8  meeting  condemns  the  action  of  the  anthoritiea  on  Derby  Day, 
in  indiscriminately  arresting  69  persons  on  premises  lioensed  for  pnUic  enter- 
tainment, and  subjecting  them  to  the  indignitv  of  a  personal  sear& ;  for  after- 
wards oondnoting  them  through  the  streets  of  Newcastle  to  the  Police  Conrt^ 
where,  after  being  again  searched,  and  no  evidence  addaoed  against  tiiem«  64 
of  the  number  were  discharged  without  any  apoloQr  for  the  infringement  of 
personal  liberly  to  which  they  had  been  subjected. 

"  That  a  memorial  be  forwarded  by  the  citizens  present  at  this  pnblio 
meeting  to  Joseph  Coweo,  Esq.,  and  John  Morley,  Es^.,  Members  of 
Parliament  for  Newcastle^  expressing  their  strong  conyicGon  that  the 
clause  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  16  and  17  Vict.  Cap.  119,  which  seems  to 
empower  such  arbitrary  and  despotic  action,  should  be  immediately  repealed, 
as  beinff  opposed  to  the  rightful  liberties  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  and  that 
the  local  members  be  requested  to  convey  the  sentiments  of  this  meeting  to 
the  Imperial  Parliament." 

Also,  "  That  a  copy  of  this,  and  the  foregoing  resolution,  be  presented  to 
the  Mayor  and  Corporation  in  Council  assemble  at  their  next  meeting." 
Signed  on  behalf  of  the  meeting, 

JosBFH  Baxtbb  Ellis,  Chairman. 

The  Matob  :  All  that  need  to  be  done  has  been  done.  We  an 
not  asked  to  do  anything. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Ellis  :  I  beg  to  propose  that  we  refer  the  resoln- 
tions  to  the  Watch  Committee. 

Mr.  QuiN :  Wonld  it  not  be  better  to  refer  them  to  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  7 

Mr.  BaowNB :  I  think  Parliament  is  the  proper  body  to  deal  with 
the  matter.     They  should  petition  Parliament  respecting  the  law. 

Mr.  BioHARDSON :  I  do  not  see  what  the  Conncil  has  to  do  with 
the  snbjeot.     It  is  a  question  for  the  Imperial  Parliament. 

The  Matob  :  We  are  not  asked  in  the  resolutions  to  do  anything. 
We  will  go  on  with  the  next  business. 
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onrr  of  a  fobtbait  of  lobd  bldov. 

The  Town  Olbbk  read  the  following  letter  from  Mesars.  Wfttson 
and  Dencly : — 

141,  Pilgrim  Street,  Newoastle.npon-Tyiie,  13th  June,  1883. 
Dear  Sir, — Herewith  we  send  j<m  an  ori^nal  proof  engraying  of  the  well- 
known  picture  of  Lord  Eldon,  with  hie  original  autograph  attached  thereto. 
This  engraving  was  the  property  of  the  late  Mr.  Qeorge  Wailee,  and  is 
presented  to  the  Ck>rporation  by  his  widow,  in  aooordanoe  with  the  wishes 
of  the  deceased  gentleman  that  the  picture  should  be  presented  to  the  Cor- 
poration if  they  were  willing  to  accept  it. 

We  are,  dear  sir^ours  truly, 
Hill  Motnm«  Bm}.,  Town  Clerk.  Watson  and  Dbndt. 

Mr.  Aid.  ToONO  moTed  that  the  Ooancil  accept  the  gift,  and  that 
the  thanks  of  the  Ooancil  be  giren  to  Mrs.  Wailes. 

Mr.  Gaebb  seconded  the  moiion,  and  hoped  this  was  the  beginning 
of  a  ooUection  of  works  of  art  in  Newcastle 

Agreed  ta 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  that  Lord  Eldon  and  his  brother  Lord 
Btowell  were  edacated  at  Newcastle  Orammar  School.  He  mo^ed 
Uiat  the  portrait  of  Lord  Eldon  be  hung  np  in  the  Grammar  School, 
where  it  might  be  an  incentive  to  the  pnpils  to  endeaYoar  to  follow 
the  example  which  had  been  set,  and  try  to  rise  to  high  positions,  as 
did  Lord  Eldon  and  Lord  Stowdl. 

Mr.  Aid.  Angus  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Bbownb  :  Sabject  to  oor  being  able  to  remove  the  portrait  at 
any  tima 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  It  is  oor  own  School,  and  we  can  remove 
the  portrait.  I  will  add  the  words,  '*  daring  the  pleasare  of  the 
OoanoiL" 

Agreed  to. 

6IVT  09  BOUBNB's  BISTORT  OF  NBW0A8TLB. 

The  Mayor  said  he  had  been  reqoested  by  Mr.  John  Wheldon, 
who  carried  on  the  bnsiness  of  a  bookseller  in  London,  and  who  was 
bom  in  Newcastle,  to  present  to  the  Council  a  copy  of  Bonrne's 
History  of  Newcastle,  which  Mr.  Wheldon  some  time  ago  purchased 
in  this  neighbourhood.  The  book,  which  was  enriched  by  a  large 
number  of  manuscript  notes,  which  no  doabt  contained  a  great  deal 
of  valuable  information,  had  been  handsomely  bound.  Mr.  Wheldon 
had  written  a  letter,  in  which  he  gave  an  account  of  the  history  of 
the  book  since  it  came  into  his  possession ;  and  the  letter  would  be 
attached  to  the  book. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlby  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  Corporation  be 
given  to  Mr.  Wheldon  for  the  gift  of  the  book. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

Ol 
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Mr.  Aid.  EEamond  moved  thut  the  book  be  haaded  to  the  Pablio 
Library  Oommittee  to  place  in  the  reference  library. 

lir.  0.  8.  Smith  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  ta 

THB  OOUKCIL  OHAMBBB. 

lir.  Aid.  Gbbobov,  referring  to  the  re-arrangements  of  the  aeata 
in  the  Gonnoil  Chamber,  asked  how  long  the  absnrd  arrangement 
was  to  last  He  had  not  been  able  to  hear  three  words  of  what 
Mr.  I.  Lk  Bell  had  said.  The  present  arrangements  made  the 
Connoil  Chamber  like  the  long  room  of  a  public  hoase. 

The  Mayor  :  Yon  were  inconrenientl j  sitaated  for  hearing  Mr.  BelL 

Mr.  Aid.  Potter  :  If  we  are  to  have  the  arrangement  continned, 
we  must  have  a  bar  for  depntations. 

Mr.  BiOHARDSON :  Is  this  a  permanent  arrangement  7 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbnson  :  It  is  only  a  temporary  arrangement. 

Mr.  YouLL :  We  have  now  the  same  difficnlty  that  we  always 
have  had  in  hearbg  Mr.  Aid.  Angns,  and  the  other  gentlemen  on 
the  front  bench. 

Mr.  Aid.  ELlmohd  moved  that  the  seats  of  the  Ooandl  be  placed 
according  to  the  old  arrangement. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Oliver  :  I  hear  better  now  than  before,  and  I  used  to  hear  badly. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlet  :  This  is  the  exact  arrangement  of  the  Hoose 
of  Commons.  Tbey  can  hear  well  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
why  should  we  not  hear  here  as  well?  We  should  try  the  arrange- 
ment for  another  month. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson:  This  is  the  same  arrangement  as  when  the 
Council  Chamber  was  first  opened ,  and,  after  being  tried  for  some 
months,  an  alteration  had  to  be  made.  The  last  airaagement  was 
better  than  this. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  said  the  present  temporary  arrangement 
was  not  complete ;  the  semi-circular  seats  were  to  be  put  at  the  end, 
and  that  would  tend  to  improve  the  acoustic  properties  of  Uie  room. 
He  hoped  the  Council  woidd  allow  the  experiment  to  be  tried  for  a 
month  or  twa 

Mr.  Aid.  Greoson  :  I  thmk  the  Council  should  be  ff^^tnt^  of 
this  arrangement. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn,  and  the  discussion  oeased. 

the  oollbob  of  phtsioal  science. 
The  Town  Clerk  read  the  following  : — 

Darhftm  College  of  Sdenoe,  Newoaitie-iipon-iyne,  June  2nd,  1888. 
Dear  Sir,— I  have  to  infonn  yon  that  the  Conncil  of  the  City  of  New* 
cafttle-npon-Tyne  are  entitled  to  elect  two  repreaentatives  on  the  Boaid  of 
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QoTernon  of  this  CoUeffe,  and  Meosn.  I.  Lowthian  Bell  and  B.  Bnrdon 
Sanderwrn  were  appoint^  anch  representatiTes.  There  has  been  for  lome 
time  a  Yacanoy  in  one  of  the  seats  caused  by  the  death  of  Mr.  B.  Bnrdon 
Sanderson.  Under  the  new  Articles  of  Association  (a  copy  of  which  I  send 
lierewith)  the  Corporation  are  now  entitled,  by  yirtne  of  their  sabscription 
of  £100  a  year,  to  elect  another,  or  third,  representative  and  I  would  be 
obliged  if  you  will  be  good  enough  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  have  two 
repreaentatiyes  elected,  and  let  me  know  in  due  course  the  names,  addresses, 
mid  oooupationsy  if  any,  of  the  persons  so  appointed. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  very  faithfully, 
Sffll  Motum,  Esq.  Thso.  Wood  Bunhino. 

Mr.  YouLL  suggested  tbat  the  Mayor  and  Mr.  Aid.  Hedley  be 
appointed. 

The  Town  Olbbx  :  The  Mayor  is  ex-officio  a  member  for  the 
time  being. 

Mr.  YouLL  said  the  Mayor  should  be  appointed  for  life. 

The  Matob  :  The  appointments  should  not  be  filled  up  yet 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  The  Chairmen  of  the  Schools  and  Charities 
and  Finance  Committees  should  be  appointed. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlet  proposed  that  the  letter  be  referred  to  the 
Finance  Committee. 

Mr.  Aid.  EEamovd  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

THB  OBSTBUOTIOK  OF  DVn  STRUT. 

Mr.  HxHZBLL  asked  the  Chairman  of  the  Town  ImproTement 
Committee  whether  any  steps  had  been  taken  to  remore  the  obstruc- 
tion in  Dunn  Street.  The  Gas  Company  had  erected  a  railing 
across  the  Htreet,  and  thereby  interfered  with  the  access  from  the 
street  to  the  river  hilherto  enjoyed  by  the  public. 

The  Town  Clebk  :  I  had  better  answer  this  question  as  the 
matter  is  in  my  hands.  I  am  in  communication  with  the  solicitor 
of  the  Gas  Company,  and  I  hope  the  negotiations  will  end  in  the 
Company  taking  down  the  hoarding,  which,  in  my  opiuioui  has  been 
improperly  put  up. 

THB  DRAIHAGn  OF  BACK  LOTAINB  PLAOB. 

Mr.  Babkas  asked  the  Chairman  of  the  Town  Improvement 
Committee  whether  any  arrangement  had  been  made  for  draining 
Back  Lovaine  Place,  Nos.  1  to  16.  That  part  had,  from  a  sanitary 
point  of  view,'  been  in  a  disgraceful  condition  for  fifty  or  sixty  years. 
The  drains,  he  understood,  were  only  17  inches  below  the  surface, 
and  there  was  no  proper  means  of  draining  the  houses. 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLsov :  This  subject  has  for  some  time  been  before 
the  Town  Improvement  Committee,  and  a  contract  is  about  to  be 
let  tot  oonstruotrng  the  sewer. 
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Martha  Ooxon,  76  jean  old,  Bhipwrighto'  Company,  was  elected 
to  a  yaoanoy  in  the  Holy  Jesoe  Hospital 

THE  ISSUB  OF  OOBPORATIOH  STOOK. 

lir.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  moyed  the  sealing  of  certificates  Na  I  to  88 
of  the  new  Corporation  stock,  amoanting  to  £46,860.  He  said  the 
total  amoant  of  new  stock  arranged  for  up  to  present  time  was 
£195,000.  The  issue  had  been  extremely  sncoestfal,  although  the 
Corporation  undertook  the  issue  itself  without  the  aid  of  the  Bank 
of  England. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbhson  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  ta 

BDUOATION  AND  PDBLIO  LIBBABT  RATBS. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  moved  the  sealing  of  a  Public  library  rate  of 
one  penny  in  the  £,  and  an  Education  rate  of  3^  in  the  £,  for  the 
year  ending  March  25,  1884. 

Mr.  Aid.  Btbphbnsoh  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  ta 

TBB  BLACK  GATB. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  mored  the  sealing  of  a  lease  of  the  Black  Gkte 
to  the  Newcastle  Society  of  Antiquaries  upon  the  terms  already 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbnsok  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  Haxond  :  How  many  years  does  the  lease  run  7 

The  Town  Clbrk  :  21  years,  and  a  yearly  tenancy  after  that,  but 
if  the  Corporation  determine  the  tenancy  within  50  years  from 
now,  they  are  to  pay  a  proportion  of  the  amount  expended  by  the 
lessees  in  improvements. 

Agreed  to. 

THB  NATUBAL  HISTORT  SOCIBTT*S  MUSBUM. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  moved  the  sealing  of  a  conveyance  to  the 
Natural  History  Society  of  the  outlying  portion  of  the  Moor, 
adjoinging  the  Museum,  Barras  Bridge,  on  the  terms  already 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

NBW  ROAD  TO  WALKBR. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  moved  the  sealing  of  a  contract  with  Edward 
Edgar  for  the  construction  of  a  road  from  Welbeck  Road,  Byker,  to 
Victoria  Street,  Walker,  for  £3,765  16s.  5d.  This  road,  the  Alder- 
man explained,  is  to  open  out  the  Walker  estate. 
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Mr.  YoiiLL  seeonded  the  motion. 
Agreed  to. 

THB  OHABITABUB  TBUBTB  AOT  AMMSDUEST  BILL. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamokd  moTed  the  sealing  of  a  petition  to  Parliament 
i^ainat  the  fourth  claoae  of  the  Charitable  Trnsts  Act  Amendment 
Bill.  He  said  that  power  would  be  taken  nnder  the  bill  oyer  all 
charitable  trosts  throaghoat  the  kingdom,  whether  guided  under 
local  acts  or  not.  The  Mary  Magdalene  Hospital  was  under  the 
present  Charity  Commissioners^  and  the  Virgin  Mary  Hospital  was, 
by  a  peculiar  arrangement,  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Attomey- 
Goieral.  The  Corporation  had  always  worked  very  well  under  the 
Attorney-General,  who  had  always  listened  with  attention  to  any- 
thing the  Corporation  suggested  for  Uie  better  management  of  the 
charity.  It  was  proposed  to  petition  against  the  fourth  clause  of 
the  bill,  which  would  give  the  Charity  Commissioners  power  to  alter 
local  Acts  of  Parliament  relating  to  charities.  The  Schools  and 
Charities  Committee  had  considered  the  subject,  and  recommended 
Uie  sealing  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  Aid.  AvauB  seconded  the  motion.  He  said  it  was  yery 
important  that  the  powers  of  the  Charity  Oommissioneni  should  be 
restricted. 

Mr.  YouLL  said  he  would  like  to  know  whether  this  subject  had 
been  considered  by  any  committee.  So  far  as  he  was  aware  the 
question  had  nerer  been  considered  by  a  committee. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  the  Schools  and  Charities  Committee,  and 
the  Mayor  and  Town  Clerk  had  considered  the  subject,  and  recom- 
mended this  course  being  taken.  It  was  not  worth  while  calling  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  together  to  consider  this  matter  alone,  as 
the  Schools  and  Charities  Committee  considered  it  necessary  for  the 
wdl-being  of  the  two  hospitals  that  the  Council  should  take  this 
Step,  ^e  petition  would  be  too  late  if  referred  back  to  any 
committee. 

Mr.  YouLL  said  that  no  member  of  the  Council  could  be  aware  of 
the  contents  of  the  petition  unless  it  was  read. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamonb  said  he  had  not  read  the  petition,  but  he  knew 
its  object  and  had  explained  it 

The  Town  Clbbk  read  the  petition,  as  follows  :«— 
la  Parliament— House  of  Commons — Session,  1888. 

GHABITABUI  TRUSTS  AOr,   1888. 

T§  ihe  honourable  the  Ckmrnona  qfthe  United  Kingdom  (/ Greai  BrUain 
and  Ireland  in  Parliament  auembled. 

The  Petition  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Citizens  of  the  City  sad  Oonaty 
of  Newoaetle-Qpon-I^e,  under  the  Corporate  Seal 

HuxBLT  Shewsth,— 1.  That  a  Bill  is  pending  in  yoar  Honourable  Hovse 
e&titled  <' A  3iU.to  amend  the  Charitable  Tmsti  lot,  1868,  and  the  Asls 
■      the 
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2.  That  by  Section  4  of  the  Bill  it  ii  propoMd  to  give  the  Boaid  ni 
Charity  Gommifliionen  power  to  amend  or  alter  the  proTisiona  of  any  Aot 
of  ParUament  relating  to  a  Charity  other  than  a  Pnblio  General  Act. 

3.  That  yonr  Petitioners  are  the  Trostees  of  largre  Charity  Eitatei,  the 
management  of  which  is  regulated  by  an  Act  of  Padxament  which  ii  not  a 
Pablic  General  Act. 

4.  That  yoar  Petitioners  are  of  opinion  and  hombly  submit  that  it  is  net 
expedient  to  confer  upon  the  Board  of  Charity  CommiBsioners  nower  to 
amend  or  alter  Acta  of  Parliament,  and  that  if  such  a  power  is  oonterred,  it 
should  be  limited  to  Acts  to  be  hereafter  passed,  in  wmoh  saoh  power  is  not 
ezoressly  excluded. 

Your  Petitioners,  therefore,  humbly  pray  that  Section  4  of  the  said  BiU 
may  be  amended  by  providing  that  the  power  therein  proposed  to  be  giTsn 
to  the  Board  of  Charity  Commissioners  be  limited  to  future  Acts  td 
Parliament  in  which  such  power  is  not  exduded,  and  that  unless  the  nid 
Bill  is  so  amended,  it  may  not  pass  into  Law. 

And  your  Petitioners  will  ever  pray,  &o. 
Given  under  our  Corporate  Seal  \ 

this  Thirteenth  day  of  June,  r 

OneThonsand  Eight  Hundred  I     Tko8.  GaoBus  Gnsov,  (0.81 

and  Sighty-thxee.  )  Mayor. 

Mr.  Bowdbh:  Are  we  to  understuid  that  the  Schools  and 
OharitieB  Oommittee  reoommeDd  us  to  petition  against  tiie  bill? 

The  Towir  Olkbk  :  Yes ;  the  Schools  and  Ohsrities  Oommittat 
at  their  last  meeting  recommended  it. 

Agreed  to. 

BAUiAST  HILLS  BURIAL  QBOWSD* 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlkt  presented  the  following  report  from  the  Finance 
Oommittee  :«* 

The  Council,  by  a  resolution  passed  on  the  22nd  Kovember  last^  having 
**  referred  it  to  the  Finance  Committee  to  consider  whether  it  is  desirable 
to  terminate  the  present  tenancy  of  the  Ballast  Hills  Burial  Ground,  with 
a  view  to  the  Ground  bemg  laid  out  for  the  oonvenience  of  the  public,  and 
report  to  the  Council,"  have  to  report  that^  with  the  view  of  oanyin^  ostt 
the  instructions  of  the  Council,  they  appointed  a  sub-committee^  oonaisting 
of  the  Mayor  of  Newcastie,  Mr.  Newton,  and  Mr.  Henxell,  to  enquire  and 
report  to  your  committee  such  particulars  as  they  could  obtsin  in  conneotioii 
with  the  holding  at  the  Ballast  Hills  Burying  Ground. 

The  result  of  the  sub-committee's  enquiries  is  embodied  in  the  following 
teport»  which  was  unanimonslv  adopted  by  the  Finanoe  Committee^  ana 
which  they  now  ask  the  Council  to  approve,  in  order  that  the  grounds  may 
be  laid  out  as  suggested,  and  opened  to  the  public  in  the  ensuing  autumn  :— 

'*  Your  sub-committee  having  examined  the  Ballast  Hills  Burial  Ground, 
find  that  the  walls  rc^quire  repairs,  and  should  be  pointed  all  round.  Tha 
rails  also  need  painting,  and  an  accumulation  of  rubbish  which  has  bean 
washed  down  from  the  adjoininff  dnder-heap,  filling  up  the  ground  on  the 
east  side  to  the  height  of  the  raiUng,  ought  to  be  removed. 

**  Tour  committee  are  of  opinion  that  this  ancient  burial  place  should  be 
under  the  custodv  of  the  Corporation,  and  reconmiend  that  it  be  laid  oat 
with  suitable  walks,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  any  of  the  grave-stones, 
that  some  trees  and  shrubs  be  planted,  and  that  a  few  seats  m  put  in  oca* 
venient  places  for  the  use  of  the  public.  For  this  purpose  your  oommittee 
sak  that  the  sum  of  £900  be  placed  at  their  disposal,  or  at  the  dispoail  ef 
the  Parks  Committee. 
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**  The  late  IViuteee  of  the  buriAl  ground  do  not  leek  a  renewal  of  their 
leaee^  which  expired  in  1874,  and  have  agreed  to  hand  over  to  the  Corpora- 
tion  the  money  in  the  hands  of  their  treasarer,  amonnting  to  £47  4b.  Oct." 

Tbomas  Hsdlet, 

Jime^  188S.  Chairman  of  the  Finanoe  Conuiittee. 

VOBIIGH  OATTLB  SAITATOBIUM  AT  8T.  LAWRDOB. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hkdlkt  presented,  and  moved  the  printing  and  oirca- 
lation  of  the  following  report  :— 

The  Fiaance  Committee  have  to  report  to  the  Cooneil  that  the  new  timber 

?iiay,  which  was  aathoriaed  to  be  bmlt  in  front  of  the  property  porohased 
y  the  Corporation  at  St.  Lawrence,  ui  now  approaohiog  completion,  and 
yonr  committee,  in  accordance  with  the  promise  made  to  the  Council  "that 
no  farther  monies  in  connection  with  the  providiDg  of  a  Foreign  Cattle 
Sanatorinm  would  be  expended  without  havmg  the  views  of  the  Coundl 
tiiereon,"  gave  directions  to  the  Engineer  to  survey  the  site  and  report  as  to 
the  beet  manner  in  which  sheds  for  the  reception  of  oattle  from  unscheduled 
ooontries  could  be  erected. 

In  dealinff  with  this  subject  your  committee  confined  themselves  to  the 
question  of  oattle  brought  from  unscheduled  countries,  and  would 
recommend  the  Council  to  treat  the  proposed  new  buildings  as  an  auxiliary 
to  the  present  Sanatorium  at  the  Onsebum  ;  it  being  clear  that,  with  the 
increasmg  importation  of  foreign  cattle  to  the  Tyne,  the  whole  of  which  are 
landed  at  Newcastle,  extended  facilities  for  their  landing  and  accommodation 
must  be  provided  by  the  Local  Authority. 

The  plan  proposed  to  be  carried  out  embraces  a  collection  of  22  isolated 
sheds  on  the  northern  portion  of  the  land  adjoining  St.  Lawrence  Boad,  eaoh 
shed  being  capable  of  acoommodating  about  50  head  of  cattle ;  and  in  order 
to  secure  efficient  ventilation  there  will  be  an  alley  between  each  block,  and 
eaoh  shed  will  be  independent  of  the  other. 

The  floors  wiU  be  of  concrete  to  facilitate  ready  and  complete  cleansing^ 
and  will  be  efficiently  drained.  , 

The  Council  will  perceive,  from  the  plan  accompanying  this  report*  that 
the  Sanatorium  comprises  sheds  for  cattle  and  sheep,  superintendent's 
house,  office,  stores  for  hay  and  fodder,  and  slaughter  house. 

It  was  originally  intended  to  have  the  buildings  constructed  of  wood,  but 
from  enquiries  it  has  been  judged  preferable  to  build  them  of  brick,  so  as  to 
aasure  more  permanent  work  at  a  comparatively  alight  extra  cost. 

The  Engineer  has  submitted  an  estimate  of  the  ooet^  which  is  as  foUows, 
via.: — 

£     s.  d. 

Slaughter  house  and  pens 490    0    0 

She£  for  830  cattle  at  £6      per  head 4,980    0    0 

Do.      450  sheen  at  14s.  , ^        816    0    0 

^HrJ'iSS'"}  **  '^  W.  ..          618  16  0 

Water  and  gas         at  12i.  6d.  ,,          618  15  0 

Road  and  Fencinff 600    0  0 

Levelling  and  filling  in  of  ground          ...        .^  750  10  0 

8»073    0    0 
Contingencies         ».       807    0    0 

£8,880    0    0 
Tour  committee  have  to  recommend  the  Council  to  confirm  this  reiK>rt  in 
order  that  an  application  may  be  made  to  H.M.  Privy  Council  for  liaensa 
to  oonstruot  and  use  the  new  Foreign  Cattle  Sanatorium,  which  will  prove  a 
substantial  source  of  revenue  to  the  Corporation. 
JuMb  188S.  Thoius  Hxdlit,  Chairman. 
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Mr.  Aid.  SnPHiinov  seconded  the  motioiL 
Agreed  to. 

AHVUAIi  KBPOBT  OB  THB  MKDIOAL  OFTIOBE  OF  HFALIH. 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLSOB  presented  the  Bonoal  report  of  the  Mescal 
Officer  of  Health  [see  appendix]. 

OAB  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbhsov  presented  the  following  report : — 

LabcHnktoxy  and  Amaj  Office,  75»  Side,  Keweastle-Yipoa-IjnM^ 
2iLd  June,  1883. 
Dbab  Sm, — ^I  ha^e  the  honour  of  sending  yon  the  resnlts  of  my  ezam- 
faiation  of  tiie  qnalilnr  of  the  gns  supplied  to  this  city  by  the  Newoasfle- 
npon-l^e  and  Gateshead  Gas  Company : — 


DiU. 

ninminftting  power 
intpermcAndlM. 

BQlpharinlOO 
eabiofeetofgM. 

BalphoKttaa 
hjdrogwL 

Hay    8 

161 
16-9 
161 
16-7 
15-8 

5-08  grains. 
6-38      „ 

4-86       „ 
6-49       „ 

NIL 

„      9........ 

17    . 

23 

SI 

Sugg's  No.  1  London  bomer  and  the  Metropolitan  Gas  Referees'  snlphw 
testing  apparatus  are  used  in  testing.  According  to  Act  of  Parliament  the 
gas,  when  tested  with  this  apparatus,  should  not  be  of  less  iUuminatiog 
power  than  15}  standard  sperm  candles,  nor  contain  more  than  20  grains 
of  sulphur  per  100  cubic  feet.  The  gas  should  also  be  quite  free  fron 
snlphurettea  hydrogen. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly,  Jomr  PAXxnmoir. 

To  Ur.  Aid.  Stenhenson,  Ghairman  of  the  Gas  and  Water  Committee 
of  tne  Newcastle-upon-l^e  City  CounoiL 

WIDBBTUra  THB  QUATSIDBi 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLSOB  presented  and  moyed  the  ndoption  of  the 
following  report  :— 

The  Town  Improvement  Committee  have  to  iDform  the  Council  tha*  plana 
have  been  submitted  to  them  by  Mr.  Thomas  Harper,  for  the  re-ereotian  ol 
buildings  frcmting  the  Quayside,  and  situated  a  short  distance  east  ol  King 
Street 

The  plans  shew  the  buildings  to  project  a  considerable  distance  beyond 
the  line  of  buildings  on  the  Quayside,  and  with  the  view  of  improving  the 
frontage  of  the  Qaayside,  and  getting  the  proposed  buildings  set  bads  to  a 
line  prescribed  by  your  Engineer,  your  committee,  after  meeting  Mr. 
Harper,  have  come  to  the  following  arrangement,  subject  to  the  consent  and 
approval  of  the  Council  :— 

"That  in  consideration  of  the  proposed  new  buildin^pi  being  set  back,  tiie 
Corporation  will  pay  him  the  average  cost  which  he  has  inonrred  in 
the  purchase  of  the  whole  site,  viz.,  £18  per  square  yard." 

The  cost  of  the  improvement  to  be  effected  will  amount  to  about  £622, 
and  your  committee  have  to  ask  the  Council  to  sanction  the  payment  oi  this 
sum,  in  order  that  this  desirable  improvement  may  be  carried  out. 

28rd  May,  1883.  Thos.  Wilsok,  ^'    ' 
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— He  udd  Mr.  Harper  had  all  his  plane  roadj,  and  was  aaxions  to 
go  on  building  at  once. 

Mr.  Dickinson  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

THB  TOWN  MOOB  OOAIi. 

The  Gonncil  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of  the  Finance  Oom- 
mittee  recommending  that  leases  of  the  Town  Moor  coal  be  granted 
to  the  Elswick  Goal  Company,  and  Mr.  W.  Cochrane  Oarr  [pp.  187, 
and  233]. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hkdlbt  said  he  wonld  more  the  adoption  of  the  portion 
of  the  Finance  Committee's  report  recommending  that  the  Town 
Moor  Coal  be  let  on  lease ;  and  if  the  Corporation  agreed  to  let  the 
coal,  he  wonld  next  move  that  the  terms  recommended  by  the 
Committee  be  accepted.  The  Committee  applied  to  Mr.  W.  A. 
Potter,  of  Cramlington,  to  report  npon  the  subject  of  letting  the 
coal,  and  his  report  had  been  circulated  among  Uie  members  of  the 
Council.  He  did  not  wish  at  present  to  go  into  the  terms ;  hot  he 
beliered  it  was  estimated,  that,  after  getting  into  full  work,  the 
Corporation  would  receive  something  like  £1,200  a  year  from  the 
coal  under  the  Town  Moor.  Several  members  of  the  Council,  him- 
self among  the  number,  did  not  know  much  about  working  coal ; 
and  the  Committee  therefore  applied  to  Mr.  W.  A.  Potter,  who  was 
a  practical  man;  and  Mr.  Potter  strongly  recommending  that 
the  coal  should  be  let  now  when  it  would  bring  in  a  certain  revenue 
to  the  Corporation.  At  a  future  time  the  coal  might  be  worth 
more  money  ;  but  the  Council  must  remember  that  one  important 
condition  was  that  no  colliery  workings  should  be  allowed  to  be 
sunk  on  the  Moor ;  and  at  the  present  time  the  coal  could  be 
wrought  from  the  Elswick  Colliery,  and  Mr.  Cochrane  Carr's  colliery. 
Some  years  ago  the  Council  let  the  coal  to  John  Bowes  and  Partners, 
who,  for  many  years,  had  endeavoured  to  work  it,  and,  after  paying 
something  like  £8,000  to  the  Corporation,  had  given  up  the  royalty. 
Bowes  and  Partners  found  the  coal  could  not  be  wrought  from  Oos 
forth  Colliery,  and  they  gave  up  the  lease  into  the  hands  of  the 
Corporation.  It  was  for  the  Council  to  decide  whether  the  coal 
should  be  let  now,  or  be  left  unworked  for  some  years  to  come. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphsnbon  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  he  thought,  generally  speaking,  that  the 
Finance  Committee  took  too  much  upon  themselves.  This  debate 
wonld  have  been  altogether  avoided,  so  far  as  regarded  the  propriety 
of  letting  the  coal,  if  the  Finance  Committee  had  come  to  the 
Conncil  and  said,  <*  we  think  it  is  desirable  to  let  the  coal  royalty 
under  the  Town  Moor;  what  do  you  think  of  it!  If  you  think 
well  of  it  we  will  look  about  for  a  customer ;  and  we  will  bring  the 
result  before  yon  in  order  that  you  may  accept  or  reject  it.''  It 
appeared  to  him  that  the  committee  of  their  own  free  will,  and 

p  1 
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withoat  any  reference  to  Hhe  wishes  or  directions  of  the  (}onncily 
applied  to  Mr.  Potter  for  a  report  He  understood  that  Mr. 
Simpson,  the  Corporation  Viewer,  made  an  application  for  a  lease 
of  some  portion  of  the  royalty,  and  the  committee  then  employed 
Mr.  Potter  to  prepare  a  report.  That  report  was  of  a  rery  extraor- 
dinary character.  Mr.  Potter  said  it  was  desirable  to  let  the  coal 
now  as  the  Corporation  might  never  hare  the  opportanity  of  working 
it  as  an  independent  royalty.  Mr.  Potter  mnst  be  very  ignorant  of 
the  royalty  ander  the  Town  Moor.  He  (Aid.  Hamond)  ventured 
to  say  there  was  no  coal  in  the  United  Kingdom  which  oonld  be 
worked  more  readily  as  an  independent  royalty  than  the  Town  Moor 
coal.  Mr.  Potter  and  the  committee  mnst  have  forgotten  that  the 
Council  were  in  possession  of  Spital  Tongues  Colliery  and  all  its 
adjuncts.  The  Spital  Tongues  Colliery  adjoined  the  Town  Moor, 
and  coal  could  be  worked  from  that  colliery  for  land  sale  to  the 
great  advantage  of  the  burgesses  of  Newcastle.  If  they  wanted  to 
ship  the  coal  on  the  Tyne,  it  could  be  taken  from  Spital  Tongues  by 
the  tunnel  which  went  from  there  to  St.  Lawrence.  He  had  bought 
second-class  steam  coal  at  Spital  Tongues,  and  shipped  that  coal  on 
the  Tyne  for  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  Qovemments.  Nothing 
could  be  more  easy  than  for  the  Council,  when  they  thought  fit^  to 
work  the  coal  at  Spital  Tongues.  This  coal  was  in  the  heart  of 
the  city,  and  belonged  to  all  the  burgesses  of  Newcastle,  and  not  to 
the  limited  burgesses  as  in  times  gone  by,  when  Mr.  Adam,  of 
Jesmond,  made  over  the  Town  Moor  and  all  it  contained  as  a  pre- 
sent to  the  burgesses  of  Newcastle.  The  burgesses  were  then 
the  freemen,  but  to  their  great  credit  they  had  never  touched 
the  royalty,  but  had  left  it  intact  for  those  who  came  after  them* 
There  was  no  more  inopportune  time  than  the  present  for  parting 
with  this  royalty.  Whoever  became  lessees  of  the  royalty  would 
have  a  confirmed  monopoly  of  the  supply  of  coal  to  Newcastle  and 
district.  Elswick  Colliery,  he  was  told,  was  all  but  worked  out ; 
Fenham  was  not  in  a  much  better  position ;  and  since  this  question 
bad  been  brought  before  the  Council,  Oosforth,  West  Moor,  and 
Eillingworth  Collieries  had  been  laid  in ;  so  that  whoever  got  the 
lease  of  the  Town  Moor  royalty  could  undersell  other  coalowners  in 
Durham  and  Northumberland  by  38.  to  2s.  6d.  a  ton,  and  still  make 
a  splendid  profit  out  of  the  Town  Moor  coaL  The  coal  was  in  the 
centre  of  the  city  ;  and  the  lessees  would  have  no  leadage  or  railway 
charges ;  and  carts  could  go  and  get  the  coal  direct  from  the  pit 
This  being  so  it  would  be  a  dangerous  thing  to  hand  over  a  moat 
valuable  royalty  for  the  benefit  and  enrichment  of  a  few  individuals 
at  the  expense  of  the  burgesses.  He  had  never,  since  he  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Council,  felt  any  question  to  be  of  more  importance  for 
the  future  well-being  of  the  city  than  this.  He  would  mention  some 
startling  facts  which  they  had  never  thought  about  In  1841,  when 
the  population  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales  was  18,500,000,  the 
annual  output  of  coal  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales  was 
82,500,000  tons,  or  little  more  than  one  ton  and  a  half  per  head  of  the 
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popnlation.    In  1851,  the  popalation  was  20,750yOOO|  the  output  of 
•  coal  was  50,750,000  tons.     In  1861— the  year  in  which  Sir  William 
Armstrong  gave  his  celebrated  warning,  that  the  coalfields  of  this 
country  would  be  virtnally  worked  out  in  sixty  years — the  popula- 
tion was  23,000,000,  and  the  output  of  coal  86,000,000  tons.     In 
1871   the  population    was  26,000,000,  and  the  output   of  coal 
117,000,000    tons;    and    in    1881,    when    the    population    was 
29,700,000,  the  output  of  coal  was  158,400,000  tons.     If  the 
output  of  coal  went  on  increasing  at  this  rate,  and  the  Corporation 
granted  a  lease  of  the  Town  Moor  royalty  for  42  years,  what  would 
be  the  resnlt  in  25  years  time?    They  had  the  warning  of  Sir 
William  Armstrong  that  the  coalfields  were  likely  to  be  exhausted 
in  60  years ;  and  20  of  those  60  years  had  already  passed.     Mr. 
Waiies,  Her  Majesty^s  Inspector  of  Collieries  in  South  Wales,  when 
giving  evidence  before  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  the 
first  week  of  May,  stated  that  the  first  and  second  class  steam  coal 
in  the  VaUey  of  Bhondda  would  be  worked  out  in  five  years,  instead 
of  in  one  hundred  years,  as  people  had  calculated  ;  and  people  would 
then  have  to  sink  lower  to  get  the  second  class  coal.     In  five  years 
time  they  would  know  whether  the  coal  due  exacted  by  the  London 
Municipality  upon  coal  imported  into  London  was  to  be  renewed  or 
was  to  cease.     Since  the  Finance  Committee's  report  had  been 
issued  the  steam  coal  of  Northumberland  had  gone  up  one  shilling 
per  ton ;  and  second  class  coal  in  Wales  had  gone  up  2s.  to  2s,  6d. 
a  ton  since  January  1st     When  everything  foreshadowed  higher 
prices  in  the  coal  trade,  when  the  carrying  trade  of  the  world  was 
done  by  steamers  instead  of  by  sailing  vessels,  and  when  there  was  a 
greater  demand  both  in  onr  own  and  foreign  countries  for  coal,  would 
it  be  wise,  prudent,  or  just,  at  this  particular  moment,  to  part  with 
the  valuable  royalty  of  coal  under  the  Town  Moor  ?    The  coal  was 
doing    no  harm    by  being    under    the    Moor ;    it    was    costing 
nothing    to    be  let  alone  for  the  present      If   there    be  such 
a  thing  as  <' unearned  increment,*'   would  it  not  be  secured  by 
letting  the  coal  alone  for  a  few  years,  and  awaiting  the  result  of 
the  rise  in  price  which  would  gradually  take  place  in  the  coal 
market  f    If,  unfortunately,  the  Bhondda  Valley  yielded  no  more 
first  class  coal  after  the  period  stated  by  Mr.  Waiies,  a  rise  in  price 
would  take  place  both  in  Northumberland  and  Wales ;  and  if  the 
Council  then  wished  to  let  the  Town  Moor  royalty  they  oould  do  sa 
If  the  coal  was  let  alone  now  it  would  in  time  yield  to  the  burgesses 
a  greater  profit  than  the  £1,200  a  year  which  Mr.  Aid.  Hedley  stated 
was  the  amount  that  would  be  received  if  the  royalty  was  let  now. 
And  what  would  become  of  the  £1,200  f    It  was  proposed  to  let  a 
portion  of  the  coal  to  the  Corporation  Viewer,  and  he,  of  course, 
oould  not  be  appealed  to  to  check  the  quantity  of  coal  which  came  to 
bank  at  Fenham  or  Elswick.     There  would  have  to  be  independent 
men  appointed  to  act  as  check  viewers ;  and  perhaps  half  or  more  of 
the  money  would  go  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  check  viewers. 
In  a  jbw  ymn  the  coal  fields  of   England  might  be  greaily 
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ezhaonied ;  they  knew  ibat  Bome  of  the  collieries  in  Northomber- 
land  were  already  worked  oat,  and  others  were  beooming  rapidly 
ezhaosied,  and  it  might  come  to  this,  that  the  prosperity  of  New- 
castle might  depend  npon  its  having  the  Town  Moor  ooaL  If  the 
supply  of  coal  in  the  country  became  deficient,  how  ooold 
manufactories  be  carried  on?  According  to  Lord  Cairns 
£400,000,000  a  year  was  paid  to  the  mannfactnring  and  working 
class  interests  in  this  country ;  and  how  much  of  that  depended  npon 
a  good  supply  of  coal  9  So  long  as  this  country  had  a  supply  of  coal 
obtainable  at  a  moderate  rate,  so  loug  would  she  be  able  to  hold  her 
own  against  all  competitors  in  the  world.  In  the  prospectas 
relating  to  the  issue  of  Corporation  stock  the  Town  Moor  royally 
was  mentioned  among  the  many  valuable  properties  owned  by  the 
Corporation,  but  if  the  royalty  was  worked  now,  how  would  the 
Corporation  keep  faith  with  those  persons  who,  as  Mr.  Aid.  Hedley 
had  announced,  were  lending  money  so  freely?  How  could  posterity 
pay  off  the  debt  if  the  means  of  doing  so  were  now  used  Y  By-and- 
bye,  the  Council  would  be  able  to  see  clearly  the  result  of  the 
stimulus  which  the  coal  trade  in  the  North  of  England  would 
receive,  and  then,  if  ihey  liked,  they  might  let  the  Town  Moor 
royalty,  but  not  at  the  paltry  prioe  of  5d.  per  ton  over  a  term 
of  42  years,  but  at  a  price  commensurate  with  the  worth  of  the 
coal  He  was  opposed  to  the  suicidal  policy  of  letting  the  Town 
Moor  coal  at  the  present  time,  and  he  hoped  his  words  would 
induce  the  Council  to  wait  until  at  least  five  years  had  elapsed. 
If  the  Council  let  the  coal  now  they  would  in  time  regret  having 
done  so. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbnson  said  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  had  stated  that 
coal  was  stiffening  in  value.  He  (Aid.  Stephenson)  was  a  coal- 
owner,  end  knew  that  coal  was  no  dearer  to-day  in  the  market  than 
it  was  twelve  months  aga  Why  did  Mr.  Hamond  remain  silent 
when  this  royalty  was  let  eight  or  nine  years  ago  to  John  fiowes  and 
Partners)  The  royalty  was  let  to  Bowes  and  Partners  for  a  certain 
rent  of  £1,000  a  year ;  and  some  time  afterwards  they  came  to  the 
Finance  Committee  and  said  they  were  losing  a  great  deal  of  money, 
that  the  coal  was  full  of  troubles,  and  they  would  refuse  to  continue 
the  lease  unless  the  rent  was  reduced.  The  certain  rent  was 
reduced  from  £1,000  to  £500  per  annum ;  and  Bowes  and  Partners 
came  back  to  the  Committee  and  said  <*  we  are  getting  no  coal  fcom 
this  royalty  ;  we  are  simply  exploring ;  the  coal  is  ihin ;  and  unless 
you  give  us  further  relief  we  will  have  to  stop."  The  rent  was 
reduced  to  £250,  then  to  £100  and  then  to  £50 ;  and  twelve 
months  last  November,  Bowes  and  Partners  gave  up  the  royalty, 
after  having  paid  between  £7,000  and  £8,000  in  certain  rent  for  a 
royalty  from  which  ihey  had  derived  no  benefit  at  all  Tet  in  the 
face  of  these  facts  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  wanted  the  coal  kept  for  their 
children's  children  to  work  one  hundred  years  hence.  The  seams 
now  proposed  to  be  let  were  the  same  seams  as  were  let  to  Bowes 
and   Partners.    If  then  was  any  force  in  Mr.  Aid.  Hamood*s 
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obserrfttioDfly  why  did  he  not  objeofc  to  the  letUiig  of  the  Walker  Coal 
Company  two  months  ago  7 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamoni)  :  I  did  object 

Mr.  Aid.  Stspheksoh  :  Yoar  objection  took  no  tangible  form. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamohd  :  Ton  brought  it  on  at  the  tail  end  of  the 
meeting. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenboit  :  It  was  before  the  Oonncil  for  some  time, 
and  he  beliered  the  consideration  of  the  snbject  stood  orer  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond,  who,  however,  took  no  action.  Mr. 
Aid.  Hamond  stated  that  a  rent  of  5d.  a  ton  was  a  paltry  rent 
He  (Aid.  Stephenson)  beliered  the  terms  made  with  Bowes  and 
Partners  was  that  they  should  pay  6d.  a  ton  for  all  round  coal,  and 
Sd.  for  all  small  coal.  Knowing  as  he  did  the  nature  of  the  coal,  he 
calculated  that,  putting  it  over  an  ordinary  screen,  there  would  be 
45  per  cent  of  large,  and  55  per  cent  of  small,  and  that  would  give 
about  4f  d.  or  5d.  a  ton  on  the  drawings  of  the  coal  under  Bowea 
and  Partner's  lease.  Therefore  the  Council  were  asking  the  new 
lessees  to  give  the  same  price  as  Bowes .  and  Partners  had  to  pay. 
Was  it  not  a  healthful  state  of  things  that  the  consumption  of  coal 
was  increasing?  In  1841  the  output  of  coal  was  80,000,000  tons, 
and  in  1881  it  had  increased  to  158,000,000  tons.  Well,  so  much 
the  better.  He  hoped  the  Council  would  not  be  led  away  by  the 
sophistry  they  had  heard  from  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  to-day.  He  would 
like  to  know  what  the  London  city  due  on  coal  had  to  do  with  the 
question.  Supposing  the  London  city  due  of  Is.  Id.  a  ton  on  coal 
was  given  up  the  coalowner  would  not  get  the  benefit ;  the  price  of 
ooal  would  come  down  Is.  a  ton  in  London.  The  Council  had  been 
told  by  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  that  half  of  the  expected  revenue  of 
£1,200  a  year  would  have  to  be  expended  on  paying  check  viewers. 
The  Corporation  Check  Viewer  received  £60  a  year ;  and  he  (Aid. 
Stephenson)  thought  the  Council  would  be  able  to  find  a  man  who 
would  take  the  produce  of  these  two  small  royalties  for  a  less  sum 
than  that. 

Mr.  Browhb  :  I  would  find  fifty  men  to  do  it 

Mr.  Aid.  Stepbbxtsov  :  He  had  no  doubt  100  men  could  be 
found.  It  was  quite  true  the  coal  could  be  worked  at  Spital 
Tongues,  but  who  was  going  to  tackle  Spital  Tongues  with  the  two 
top  seams  flooded  with  water)  The  seams  proposed  to  be  let  were 
a  great  many  fathoms  under  the  seams  worked  at  Spital  Tongues, 
and  were  going  to  be  worked  from  the  lower  level,  the  same  as  at 
Walker  Colliery,  leaving  the  upper  seams  in  their  flooded  state. 
Mr.  W.  A.  Potter  in  his  report  pointed  out  that  if  the  Council  did 
not  let  the  royalty  now,  they  might  not  have  an  opportunity  of 
letting  it  as  indepeudent  royalty.  The  Council  would  not  like  to 
have  machinery  erected  upon  the  Town  Moor  with  all  the  nuisances 
incidental  to  the  working  of  a  colliery.  It  was  proposed  to  work 
the  ooal  by  <' out-stroke,*'  and  there  would  be  no  workings  upon  the 
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Burfftoe  of  the  Moor.  Two  respecUble  castomers  were  applying  for 
the  ooal,  and  the  Connoil  woald  do  well  to  entertain  their  offers. 
The  coal  could  be  taken  from  under  the  Leazes  and  Nan's  Moor, 
and  drawn  to  the  surface  at  Elsvrick,  near  Sir  Wm.  Armstrong's 
works,  and  the  interrening  owners  would  hare  to  be  paid  rent  for 
**  out-stroke/*  waj-leare,  and  shaft  rent,  and  that,  added  to  the  5d. 
to  be  paid  to  the  Corporation,  would  bring  up  the  rent  to  8d.  a  ton. 
The  intending  lessees  were  agreeable  to  the  term  of  the  lease  being 
reduced  from  42  to  81  years. 

Mr.  TouLL  said  that  those  members  of  the  Ck>unGil  who  knew 
anything  about  the  Town  Moor  royalty  would  recollect  the  difficulty 
there  had  been  in  regard  to  working  it  Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  had 
pointed  out  the  difficulty  in  the  way  of  working  the  coal  by  the 
Spital  Tongues  shaft  As  far  back  as  1866  a  sub-committee  was 
appointed  to  consider  the  propriety  of  sinking  a  shaft  behind  St. 
Andrews'  Cemetery,  close  to  the  footpath  on  the  Friday  Fields 
farm.  Since  that  time  the  royalty  had  been  let  to  John  Bowes  and 
Partners,  who  had  failed  to  get  any  return  for  the  rent  they  had 
paid.  The  Council  were  asked  by  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  to  let  the  coal 
remain  unworked  for  the  benefit  of  posterity;  but  that  would  be 
unfair  to  the  present  generation  of  ratepayers  who  fiad  contributed 
so  much  towards  the  prosperity  of  the  city.  The  Council  had  aa 
opportunity  now  of  letting  the  coal  such  as  probably  would  not 
occur  again.  The  present  applicants  for  the  leases  had  spent  £8,000 
or  £10,000  at  their  collieries  in  putting  down  plant  and  machinery, 
not  only  to  work  their  own  coal,  but  also  with  the  prospect  of 
working  the  Corporation  coal.  Was  there  any  prospect  of  other 
gentlemen  coming  forward  to  put  down  a  shaft  to  work  the  coal 
under  the  Moor  7  He  did  not  think  there  was.  It  was  well  known 
that  the  Corporation  coal  was  not  so  pure,  bright,  and  clean  as  other 
coals ;  and,  therefore,  in  his  opinion,  the  rent  proposed  to  be  paid 
was  a  fair  and  good  rent;  and  in  addition  the  lessees  would  hare 
to  pay  to  other  owners  2d.  per  ton  way  leave  rent  and  Id.  per  ton 
shaft  rent.  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond's  reference  to  the  Corporation  sto<dc 
prospectus  was  an  absurd  statement 

Mr.  Aid  Hbdlbt  said  Mr.  Aid  Hamond  had  rather  strongly 
condemned  the  Finance  Committee  for  taking  action  in  regard  to 
letting  the  royalty  without  instructions  from  the  Council.  In 
December,  1881,  two  applications  were  received  for  a  lease  of  the 
coal,  and  the  Finance  Committee,  knowing  that  Bowes  and  Partners 
had  given  up  the  royalty,  as  a  matter  of  course  considered  the 
subject,  and  reported  to  the  CoundL 

The  Council  voted  as  follows: — 

For  Mb.  Ald.  HanLar's  Resolution  :— ALdermeQ  Hedley,  Stephenson, 
Potter,  Angaa,  GregBon,  Wilson,  Milvain,  Scott,  and  Stewart ;  Gonncillors 
Galley,  Henzell,  Otiver,  G.  R.  Medley,  Dobson,  Cane,  W.  Soott,  Sander- 
son, Qain,  C.  a  Smith,  Owen,  Tonll,  Browne,  Cutter,  Milling,  OiJvert^ 
fiepbnxn,   8oholefield«   Biehardson,   J«   Barker  Ellia,  Bowden,   Sutton. 
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FnnioM,  Jowph  B.  Ellis,  Dixon,  Diokinton,  Nelson,  BarkM, 
fled€W,  Bell,  Temple,  and  Winter— 42. 

LoAiKST  THB  MoTiON : — ^Aldermen  Hamond,  Toong,  and  BIdley ;  and 
Oonnoillor  Jackson— 4. 
PiGLuncD  TO  VoTB :— The  Biayor— 1. 

The  motion  was  therefore  adopted. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  moved  the  confirmation  of  the  remainder  of  the 
report  of  the  Finance  Committee,  referring  to  the  terms  on  which 
the  leases  should  he  granted  to  the  Blswick  Coal  Company  and  Mr. 
W.  Cochrane  Carr,  with  the  alteration  of  the  term  from  42  years  to 
81  years.  He  said  the  certain  rent  for  each  district  was  to  he  £150 
for  the  first  year,  and  £200  per  year  for  the  remainder  of  the  term, 
to  be  made  np  of  workings  at  5d.  per  ton.  These  terms  were  a  little 
different  from  the  terms  of  the  lease  of  Walker  Colliery,  which  the 
Council  had  recently  approved  of.  The  terms  at  Walker  Colliery 
was  to  be  5d.  a  ton  when  the  net  realised  selling  price  of  coal  was 
np  to  and  including  6s. ;  5^.  np  to  6s.  6d. ;  6|d.  np  to  7s. ;  and 
Id.  per  ton  more  for  every  Is.  per  ton  advance  on  the  selling  price. 
A  good  deal  of  pressure  had  been  put  upon  the  intended  lessees  of 
the  Town  Moor  coal  to  indnoe  them  to  agree  to  a  sliding  scale  of 
that  kind ;  but  they  objected,  and  said  the  Town  Moor  coal  was 
very  different  from  the  Walker  coal.  The  coal  at  Walker  was  dose 
to  the  place  of  shipment,  and  had  a  great  advantage  in  having  no 
railway  dues  to  pay.  The  intending  lessees  urged  that  if  a  sliding 
scale  were  to  be  adopted  for  the  Town  Moor  coal,  the  rent  should 
be  4d.  when  the  selling  price  of  coal  went  down  to  58.,  and  8cl.  when 
down  to  4s.  a  ton ;  but  the  committee  did  not  see  their  way  to 
recommend  that.  He  believed  the  Council  knew  that  Mr.  Simpson, 
the  Corporation  Viewer,  was  interested  in  one  of  the  proposed  leases ; 
and  that  was  the  reason  the  committee  engaged  Mr,  W.  A.  Potter 
to  report  upon  the  royalty. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  Each  lease  had  better  be  taken  separately. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbi'HXhsoit  :  It  is  one  report. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlkt:  The  terms  are  exactly  the  same  for  each  lease. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamovd  :  There  may  be  a  great  deal  of  difference  as  to 
the  two  leases. 

Mr.  Oasbm  :  Does  the  motion  for  the  adoption  of  the  report 
include  Mr.  Potter*s  letter  of  March  20  ? 

Mr.  Aid.  HsoLST :  The  motion  includes  Mr.  Potter's  letters  of 
November  10,  1882,  and  March  20,  1888.  As  it  is  the  wish  of 
members  of  the  Council  to  have  the  leases  separated,  I  shall  move 
that  No.  1  district  of  850  acres  be  let  to  the  Elswiok  Coal  Com- 
pany on  the  terms  named  in  Mr.  Potter's  letter,  with  the  exception 
that  the  length  of  the  term  be  reduced  from  42  to  81  years. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbnsok  seconded  the  motion. 
Mr.  Bbll  did  not  think  Mr.  Aid.  Hedley  had  given  any  sufficient 
reason  why  a  sliding  scale  should  not  be  adopted  in  regard  to  these 
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leases,  the  ssme  as  at  Walker  Oollierj.  It  was  qmte  trae  thai 
Walker  Colliery  was  adjacent  to  the  rirer,  and  ooald  get  the  eoal 
shipped  at  a  small  expense,  bat  the  To?m  Moor  coal  woold  he 
worked  close  to  the  town,  and  the  coal  conld  be  brought  into  the 
town  cheaply.  The  Town  Moor  coal  would  be  mainly  for  land  ssle, 
but  if  any  had  to  be  shipped  the  cost  of  shipping  woold  not  be  mors 
than  at  Walker.  Coalowners  were  living  in  the  hope  that  the 
prices  of  1873  and  1874  woald  repeat  themselres,  and,  if  that  were 
realised,  the  Corporation  shonld  share  in  the  improved  prices.  He 
belteved  it  had  become  pretty  general  in  the  leasing  of  coal,  in  the 
last  two  or  three  years,  to  have  a  sliding  scale.  He  was  not  going 
to  say  where  the  sliding  scale  should  begin,  whether  it  should 
commence  at  5d.  or  below  5d.,  but,  ae  the  Walker  CoHiery  had  been 
on  a  sliding  scale,  he  would  more  an  amendment  to  the  effect 
that  the  report  be  referred  back  to  the  committee  to  draw  up  a 
sliding  scale  of  rent  for  the  Town  Moor  royalty. 

Mr.  Aid.  HsDLBT  :  Do  you  mean  the  same  scale  as  at  Walker? 

Mr.  BsLL  :  I  do  not  want  to  say  where  the  sliding  scale  shsU 
commence,  whether  at  5d.  or  below  or  above  that  price.  I  should 
refer  the  report  to  the  oommittoe  to  consider  that  question. 

Mr.  Waltbb  Boott  seconded  the  amendment  He  said  all  coal  was 
now  being  let  upon  a  sliding  scale ;  and  he  thought  it  the  best  anrange- 
ment  If  there  should  again  come  a  coal  famine  and  prices  increased, 
the  Corporation  would,  under  a  sliding  scale,  share  in  the  increased 
price.     The  rent  ought  not  to  be  less  than  4j^d.  per  ton  to  begin  with. 

Mr.  Brownb  said  he  did  not  agree  with  what  had  been  said  by  the 
two  previous  speakers.  Whether  the  rent  was  paid  according  to  a 
sliding  scale,  or  upon  an  average  rate,  the  chances  were  that  it  would 
come  to  the  same  thing  in  the  end,  A  sliding  scale  meant  the  introdno- 
tion  of  an  element  of  uncertainty  into  the  transaction ;  and  he  did  not 
think  it  would  be  worth  vvhile  to  upset  the  arrangements  already  made 
by  the  Finance  Committee.  If  the  Council  did  not  agree  to  the  terms 
proposed,  the  whole  question  of  letting  the  royalty  might  be  re* 
opened.  If  a  coal  famine  did  occur  the  Corporation  would  benefit 
if  a  large  rent  was  paid;  but  if  there  was  no  coal  famine  the 
Corporation  would  have  to  take  the  lower  rent  He  believed  it 
would  be  well  for  the  Council  to  close  with  the  intending  lessees. 
There  were  gentlemen  in  the  room  interested  in  collieries,  and  he 
believed  they  would  bear  him  out  when  he  said  that  probably  the 
Els  wick  Collier  J  and  Mr.  Carr's  Colliery  had  had  a  great  part  of 
the  coal  worked  out,  and  were  not  likely  to  go  on  into  the  endless 
future,  and  if  this  opportunity  of  letting  the  Town  Moor  royalty  was 
lost,  the  working  of  the  coal  might  be  gone  for  ever.  He  had  coal 
for  which  a  cons  erable  sum  was  offered  in  1874;  and  his  predecessor, 
who  was  an  old  man,  thought  that  the  letting  of  the  coal  might  be 
allowed  to  stand  over  for  some  years ;  but  now,  owing  to  the  adjacent 
colliery  being  closed  on  account  of  want  of  coal  to  work,  he  (Mr. 
Browne)  could  not  sell  his  coal  for  a  sixpence. 
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Mr.  MiLiiOie  said  that  the  best  friends  of  Mr.  Guchrane  Carr 
oonld  not  ask  that  the  coal  should  be  let  for  less  than  44d.  a  toD. 
If  coal  again  got  np  to  famine  prices  the  lessees  woald  be  greatly 
benefited ;  and  he  did  not  see  how  there  could  be  the  least  objeotion 
to  a  sliding  scale  of  rent  ander  which  the  lessors  woald  share  in  the 
improred  prices.  The  rent  shonld  begin  at  44d.  and  advance  with 
the  increased  price  of  coal ;  and  the  increase  in  rent  would  be  only 
eoppers  received  by  the  Corporation,  whilst  the  increased  price  of 
ooal  would  mean  silver  to  the  lessees. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamovd  said  the  Walker  coal  was  not  in  the  same 
position  as  the  Town  Moor  coal.  The  Town  Moor  was  an  inherit- 
ance. Walker  was  purchased  by  the  Oorporation;  and  the 
Council  had  more  right  to  do  what  they  thoaght  best  with  what 
they  had  purchased,  than  with  what  they  had  inherited.  In  regard 
to  ihe  Walker  Colliery  lease  he  suggested  that,  if  the  Walker 
Colliery  Company  was  turned  into  a  limited  liability  company, 
£2  10s.  per  share  of  the  capital  should  remain  always  uncalled  up, 
(subject  to  the  leave  of  the  Corporation  for  it  to  be  called  up) ;  so 
that  the  Corporation  would  always  have  that  to  fall  back  upon  to 
meet  any  claim  upon  a  limited  liability  company.  For  Walker  coal 
£1,250  a  year  rent  was  paid,  which  was  more  than  £1  an  acre. 
He  had  never  heard  of  a  colliery  being  let  for  less  than  £1  58. 
or  £2  an  acre,  according  to  position.  For  the  Town  Moor  coal  the 
certain  rent  was  something  like  12s.  6d.,  an  acre.  There  should  be 
a  sliding  scale  for  the  Town  Moor  Coal  on  better  terms  than  the 
Walker  Coal.  What  had  the  Corporation  bound  the  Walker 
Colliery  people  to  do  7  Before  the  Company  could  make  a  penny 
of  the  rent  of  £1,250  a  year,  they  were  bound  to  sink  £30,000  ; 
and  were  to  build  100  to  200  cottages  on  the  Corporation  property ; 
whilst  the  lessees  of  the  Town  Moor  coal  were  not  to  sink  a  single 
sizpenoe.  It  was  a  faot  that  the  Finance  Committee  was  going  to 
compel  the  Walker  Company  to  spend  this  monej  ;  and  yet  the 
Walker  Company  were  willing  to  pay  rent  under  a  sliding  scale. 
Did  the  Council  know  that  the  Town  Moor  royalty  included  the  coal 
under  Chimney  Mills,  Framlington  Place,  North  Terrace,  Eldon 
Street,  and  Leazes  Terrace  ?  Supposing  damage  occurred  to  the 
surface  to  the  amount  of  £8,000  or  £9,000^  were  they  going  to  be 
content  with  Mr*  Cochrane  Carr  7 

The  Matob:  We  are  discussing  the  lease  to  the  Elswick  Ooal 
Company. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  There  is  no  such  body  in  existence  as  the 
ElBwiok  Coal  Company. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbpbbnson  :  There  is  a  body  called  the  Elswick  Coal 
Company  carrying  on  business  here. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamohd  :  It  is  a  limited  liability  company. 

Mr.  Aid.  STaPHSKsov :  And  supposing  it  is  a  limited  liability 
company! 

Q  1 
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Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  There  was  a  rery  great  deal  of  differenoe 
between  letting  a  royalty  to  a  limited  liability  company  and  people 
with  nnlimited  capital.  He  would  ask  that  a  limited  liability 
company  should,  by  having  a  portion  of  the  capital  reserred,  give 
security  for  the  payment  for  any  damage  that  might  occur  to  the 
surface.  It  had  been  his  duty  to  make  all  prudent  enquiries  as  to 
the  Elswick  Coal  Company,  Limited.  The  Company  bad  a  capital 
of  £57,200  in  880  shares  of  £65,  of  which  £30  per  share  had  been 
called  up.  The  last  retnin  sent  to  Somerset  House,  dated  Septem- 
ber 6th,  1882,  showed  that  Mrs.  Susanna  Qibson  held  195  shares; 
Mr.  T.  Y.  Btrachan,  as  trustee  of  the  estate  of  Mr.  Cochrane  Carr, 
380  shares ;  his  brother,  25 ;  Mr,  John  Bell  Simpson,  100 ;  Mr. 
BoberC  Simpson,  70 ;  Mr.  John  Simpson,  25 ;  Mr.  Thomas  Simpson, 
10 ;  the  Mayor  of  Newcastle,  25 ;  and  Mr.  Cox,  gas  engineer, 
Sunderland,  50.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Council  to  stipulate  that  a 
celrtain  amount  of  the  capital  of  the  Company  should  not  be  called 
up,  in  order  tl^t  the  Corporation  might  be  indemnified  against  any 
liability  incurred  by  damage  to  the  surface.  He  cordially  accepted 
Mr.  Bell's  amendment.  The  Council  should  insist  upon  hanng  a 
sliding  scale  for  this  coal.  He  believed  some  members  ibought 
that  the  certain  rent  would  be  paid  in  addition  to  the  rent  of  ao 
much  per  ton.  If  the  lessees  did  not  work  the  coal  the  certain 
rent  would  be  paid  ;  but  if  the  coal  was  worked  the  lessees  would 
have  the  right  to  deduct  the  certain  rent  from  the  amount  realised 
by  the  5d.  a  ton.  He  knew  collieries  for  which  £2  an  acre  waa 
paid,  and  yet  here  was  coal  in  the  heart  of  Newcastle  to  be  let  at  a 
certain  rent  lower  than  paid  for  almost  any  colliery  in  Durham  and 
Northumberland  let  forty  years  ago.  The  certain  rent  should  be 
increased  to  £1  an  acre.  The  allowance  of  10  per  cent,  of  coal  for 
colliery  purposes  would  be  a  novel  thing  in  connection  with  these 
leases.  The  lessees  had  not  to  sink  another  shaft,  nor  to  erect 
cottages  or  machinery ;  and  yet,  if  100,000  tons  of  coal  were 
worked  from  under  the  Moor  in  a  year,  the  lessees  would  be  allowed 
to  use  10,000  tons  a  year.  The  lessees  of  Elswick  and  Fenham 
Collieries  would  be  getting  an  allowance  of  coals  from  the  royalliea 
tiiey  were  working ;  and  now  they  were  trying  to  get  a  second  10 
per  cent,  which  would  make  20  per  cont.  upon  the  gross  produoe 
of  the  respective  collieries.  A  colliery,  not  so  favourably  situate  as 
this,  as  there  would  be  a  long  leading,  was  let  a  fortnight  ago  for 
21  years  at  a  certain  rent  of  £1  5b.  per  acre ;  and  when  the  ooal 
s  'Id  at  5s.  to  5s.  4d.  at  the  pit's  mouth,  the  rent  was  to  be  4^d.  per 
ton ;  5s.  4d.  to  5s.  8d.,  at  4|d.;  5s.  8d.  to  6a,  at  5d.;  6s.  to  6&  4d., 
at  5fd.;  6s.  4d.  to  Gs.  8d.,  at  GJd.;  6s.  8d.  to  7&,  at  7^d.;  the 
rent  rose  one  penny  as  the  price  of  coal  increased.  He  had  no 
objection  to  the  Finance  Committee  taking  their  report  back  and 
fixing  a  sliding  scale ;  but  the  lease  must  be  for  21  years.  He 
would  be  willing  to  agree  to  a  lease  for  31  years,  provided  that  the 
certain  rent  was  £1  an  acre,  and  that  security  of  a  substantial 
character  was  given  as  to  both  leases.    If  the  Elswick  Ooal  Company 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


198&J  NEWCASTLE  COUNOTL.  307 

had  not  been  a  limited  liability  company  he  woald  not  have  said 
anything  with  regard  to  secarityy  becanse  he  knew  members  of  the 
Company  who  were  able  to  pay  any  claims  for  damages  ten  times  over. 

Mr.  Tbmflb  said  the  Goancil  had  been  told  that  the  rent  would 
be  Xly200  a  year. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlst  :  I  stated  that  the  revenue  woald  be  £1,200 
a  year  when  the  collieries  are  working,  made  np  at  5d.  a  ton. 

Mr.  Tkmplb  :  We  were  told  it  woald  be  the  certain  rent 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  :  The  certain  rent  is  to  be  £150  the  first 
year,  and  £200  the  second  and  future  years. 

Mr.  Milling  said  that  if  any  shrinking  occurred  in  consequence 
of  the  working  of  the  coal  the  town  would  have  to  pay  for  the 
damage  done,  and  he  impressed  upon  the  Council  to  be  exceedingly 
strict  and  stingent  in  the  terms  with  respect  to  a  limited  liability 
company  reserving  a  portion  of  the  capital  to  meet  any  claims. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  :  It  is  proposed  that  50  per  cent  of  the  coal 
shall  be  left  under  certain  parts. 

Mr.  Aid.  SooTf  said  he  did  not  think  there  had  been  any  coal  in 
Northumberland  let  upon  the  sliding  scale  principle.  He  signed  a 
new  lease  a  few  days  ago,  and  a  sliding  scale  was  never  mentioned. 

Mr.  Babkas  said  there  was  no  apprehension  of  shrinkage  from  the 
working  of  the  coal  in  question.  The  lower  parts  of  the  Town  Moor 
and  the  Castle  Leazes  at  the  present  time  were  honeycombed  at  a 
depth  of  about  nine  yards  below  the  surface,  owing  to  the  working 
of  the  upper  seams  of  coal.  The  upper  workings  were  flooded  with 
water,  and  since  last  September  large  quantitiea  of  water  had  been 
pumped  at  Pitt  Street  colliery  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the 
lower  seams.  At  Pitt  Street  the  shaft  had  been  sunk  100  fathoms 
to  reach  the  Brockwell  and  Beaumont  seams,  which  were  the  lowest 
seams  intended  to  be  worked.  Above  these  seams  there  was  a  large 
layer  of  sandstone  several  fathoms  thick,  and  the  seams  were  100 
fathoms  below  the  surface,  which  was  equal  to  aboat  five  times  the 
height  of  Grey's  Monument ;  and,  therefore,  there  was  no  appre- 
hension of  a  considerable  surface  shrinking.  The  remarks  with 
respect  to  the  sliding  scale  deserved  the  attention  of  the  Council 
and  of  the  Finance  Committee.  Walker  Colliery  had  been  let  on  a 
sliding  scmJc,  and  the  certian  rent  for  the  first  two  years  was  to  be 
£1,000,  and  £1,250  for  subsequent  years.  Unless  the  coal  at 
Walker  was  much  more  valuable  and  more  accessible  than  the  Town 
Moor  coal  he  failed  to  see  why  the  certain  rent  should  be  £1,200  a 
year,  and  a  sliding  scale  be  fixed;  whilst  for  the  Town  Moor  royalty 
a  lower  rate  of  certain  rent  should  be  fixed,  and  without  a  sliding 
ical&     A  sliding  scale  would  be  fair  to  every  person  concerned. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbhson  said  there  was  a  material  difference  in  the 
value  of  the  Walker  coal  and  the  Moor  coal.  The  Corporation 
were  the  sole  landlords  of  the  coal  at  Walker,  and  also  of  the  land  ; 
the  leasees  had  only  to  deal  with  the  Corporation,  and  had  no  out* 
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stroke,  wayleare,  or  abaft  rent  to  pay,  but  ooald  take  the  coal  and 
ship  it  direct  into  vessels  at  less  than  penny  a  ton.  It  was  differeat 
with  respect  to  the  Town  Moor  coal ;  the  coal,  when  worked,  had 
to  be  taken  through  other  people's  estates,  and  the  additional 
charges  would  amount  to  threepence  per  ton.  The  shipping  of  coal 
at  Elswick  would  cost  more  than  at  Walker.  It  was  intended  to 
draw  the  bulk  of  the  coal  at  the  Elswick  pits.  It  had  never 
entered  into  the  imagination  of  the  Walker  Company  to  spend 
£30,000,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond.  The  Walker  Company 
told  the  Committee  they  would  have  to  spend  £10,000  to  get  to  the 
lower  seams.  There  was  a  distance  of  260  yards  between  the 
surface  of  the  ground  and  the  coal  that  was  to  be  worked  under  the 
Nun's  Moor  and  Castle  Leases.  The  whole  of  the  upper  seam  had 
been  worked,  and  all  the  damage  that  possibly  could  be  done  to  the 
surface  bad  been  done ;  and,  besides,  it  was  provided  that  the  lesseea 
should  leave  50  per  cent  of  coal  under  where  there  were  buildings. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  As  to  the  Leases  Park — ^howdo  you  propose 
to  leave  50  per  cent  ? 

Mr,  Aid.  Stephenson  :  Instead  of  working  the  coal  in  pillara  it 
would  be  worked  in  ways ;  only  half  the  coal  would  be  worthed.  The  ooal 
could  not  be  drawn  to  bank  without  additional  expense  being  incurred; 
there  would  have  to  be  extra  pumping,  there  would  be  extra  men  to 
work  the  coal,  and  10  per  cent  of  ihe  coal  would  be  allowed  for  ihia. 

Mr.  Aid.  HxDLXT :  We  have  no  objection  to  withdraw  the  whole 
report  and  to  consult  the  lesseea  The  chances  are  that  the  lessees 
will  refuse  to  make  any  alteration,  but  the  Finance  Committee  will 
put  themselves  in  communication  with  the  lessees  as  to  the  sliding  scale. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  And  31  years  1 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlet  :  Tee. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  And  £1  an  acre  ? 

Mr.  Aid.  HxDLEY  :  No.    That  is  not  the  wish  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Browne  :  Is  it  the  wish  of  the  Council  to  have  a  sliding  scale  7 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  said  that,  in  regard  to  the  sliding  scale  at 
Walker  Colliery,  there  was  only  one  lot  of  coals,  and  there  would  be 
only  one  ascertainment ;  but  at  Elswick  there  would  be  half  a  dosen 
different  lots  of  coal,  and  all  different  ascertainments ;  and  the  coals 
would  be  mixed ,  and  sold  in  the  market  as  one  coal.  In  his  own  concern 
he  had  four  or  five  sorts  of  coal  worked  under  four  or  five  lessors,  but 
all  the  coal  was  sold  in  the  market  under  one  name.  To  have  a  sliding 
scale  in  such  cases  would  give  occasion  to  bickering  and  bad  feeling. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlby  said  he  was  not  at  all  in  favour  of  a  sliding 
scale  in  this  case. 

The  Mayor  :  I  will  take  the  vote  of  the  Council  on  Mr.  Beirs 
amendment — that  the  report  be  referred  back  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee to  consider  the  question  of  a  sliding  scal& 
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lir.  Bbll:  Mr.  Aid.  Uamond  said  the  Walk«r  OoUiery  le 
have  undertaken  to  erect  300  eottagee. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  what  he  stated  was  that  the  Walker 
Colliery  lessees  were  contemplating  the  erection  of  100  to  200 
cottages.  Negotiations  were  going  on  between  the  lessees  for  six 
or  seven  acres  of  Corporation  land,  at  so  much  per  acre,  on  which  to 
bnild  cottagea  He  was  surprised  that  Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  should 
deny  the  statement  he  (Aid.  H.)  had  made,  when  there  had  been 
negotiations  with  the  Finance  Committee  for  the  Walker  Company 
to  spend  £80,000. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stxfheksoh  :  It  nerer  has  been  mentioned. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamohd  :  It  has  been  mentioned  in  the  committee. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  :  Nerer. 

The  Council  voted  as  follows  upon  Mr.  Bell's  amendment : — 

Fob  thb  Amendment  : — ^Aldermen  Hamond,  Toung,  and  Gregion ; 
OounoillorB  G.  B.  Uedley,  Cane,  W.  Soott,  Sanderson,  Qain,  C.  S.  Smith, 
Owen,  MilliDg,  Hepbain,  Jaokaon,  Fameas,  Dickinson,  Barka^  J.  Barker 
Ellis,  Bell,  and  Temple— 19. 

AoAiNflT  THE  Amendment  :— Aldermen  Hedley,  StephenaoD,  Potter, 
Angas,  Bidley,  WilsoD,  Milvain,  and  Soott ;  Comi<»lloni  Galley,  HenaeU, 
Toall,  Browne,  Scholefield,  Richardson,  Bowden,  Sutton,  Hepworth,  Jocej^ 
B.  Bills,  Dixon,  Nelson,  and  Winter— 21. 

Declined  to  Vote  :— The  Mayor— 1. 

The  amendment  was,  therefore,  negatived. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  (oertain 
rent  to  be  paid  by  the  Elswick  Coal  Company  be  J^dOO  a-year,  being 
at  the  rate  of  £1  per  acre. 

Mr.  Bell  seconded  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Aid.  Pottbb  :  I  very  much  doubt  that  the  lessees  will  pay 
such  an  amount 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  They  will  work  the  coal. 
Mr.  Aid.  Pottbb  :  They  might  not  work  the  coal  for  years. 
Mr.  YouLL  :  Are  they  likely  to  work  18,000  tons  a  year? 
Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  50,000. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlby  :  Bowes  and  Partners  agreed  at  first  to  pay 
j£l,000  a  year,  and  then  £500;  and  at  last  gave  up  the  royalty  without 
working  any  coal ;  and  the  new  lessees  have  this  fact  before  them. 

The  amendment  was  negatived  by  a  large  majority ;  14  hands 
were  held  up  for  the  amendment 

The  Matob  :  Now  I  will  pat  the  original  motion, — that  the 
report  be  confirmed  as  to  the  lease  to  the  Elswick  Coal  Company, 
Limited,  with  the  alteration  of  31  years,  instead  of  42  years. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  As  the  amendment  as  to  a  sliding  scale  has 
not  been  adopted  by  the  Council,  and  as  the  division  was  very  close, 
I  will  move  that  the  42  years  be  reduced  to  21  years.  I  agreed  to 
dl  yean  in  the  belief  tliat  the  sliding  scale  wooU  be  oarried. 
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Mr.  Aid.  SnPHSiraoH :  Yon  nerer  said  bo.  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond 
it  trying  to  catch  as  witli  a  aide  wind. 

The  amendmant  was  not  pressed  by  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond ;  and  the 
motion  for  granting  the  lease  to  the  Elswiok  Coal  Company  on  the  terms 
stated  in  the  report,  with  the  alteration  of  42  years  to  31,  was  agreed 
to  on  a  show  of  hands. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  next  proposed  that  a  lease  of  Na  2  district 
be  granted  to  Mr.  Cochrane  Carr  on  the  terms  stated  in  the  report, 
with  the  alteration  of  42  years  to  31  years.  He  stated  that  a  letter  had 
been  reoeiTed  from  Mr.  Carr  offering  secnrity  for  payment  of  the  rent 

Mr.  Aid.  SrsPHBHSOir  seconded  the  motion  ;  and  said  Mr.  Oarr 
had,  in  conseqnence  of  what  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  had  said,  written  a 
letter  o£fering  to  pay  the  rent  twelre  months  in  advance. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hahohd  said  that  all  he  stated  was  that,  in  leasing  the 
royalty  nnder  the  Barracks,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Corporation,  for 
the  protection  of  themselyes,  as  well  as  the  War  Office,  to  see  that 
they  had  responsible  people  to  pay  for  any  damage  the  Barracks 
might  sustain  from  shrinkage.  The  War  Office  would  hold  the 
Corporation  responsible;  and  therefore  he  had  asked  that  the 
Corporation  should  have  some  security. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlxt  read  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Cochrane 
Cam— 

South  Benwell  Colliery,  NewcMtle^B-Tyne,  Mvoh  14th,  1883. 

OmrTLiMXir,— EfiferriDff  to  my  application  for  a  portion  of  the  ooal  royal^ 
under  the  Town  Moor,  I  beg  to  state  that  should  the  Corporation  bo  pleaaad 
to  grant  mj  application,  I  am  prepared  to  gfye  them  such  security  for  the 
payment  of  the  rent  as  they  may  reaaire. 

1  am,  yours  linoerely, 

Wm.  Cochbakx  Cabb. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Finance  Committee^ 
Newoastle-on-Tyne. 

Mr.  TouLL :  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  at  .the  March  meeting  said,  *^a8 
to  the  proposed  lease  to  Mr.  Cochrane  Carr,  he  doubted  the  prudenoo 
of  granting  it  under  any  circumstances.** 

Mr.  Aid.  Haxovd:  I  did  not  say  *<  under  any  circumstances.*' 

Mr.  TouLL :  The  words  are  in  the  official  report.  This  letter 
was  written  by  Mr.  Carr  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond'a 
remarks. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  on  a  show  of  hands. 

BUPBRAHirUATlON  OF  P.a  OASLBT. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Ridlbt,  seconded  by  Mr.  Aid.  Pottbb, 
it  was  resoWed  **  That  P.O.  John  Casley  be  placed  upon  the 
Buperannnation  Fund,  to  the  benefits  of  which  he  has  by  age  and 
servitude  become  entitled.** 

SBWBRIHG,  PlVIirO,  AND  FLAOOIBO. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  moved  the  application  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Improrement  Aot^  1865,  relating  to  the  lor- 
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matioii  of  new  streetSi  to  the  streeta  andermentioned  :  -~  That 
each  streets  be  sewered,  payed,  and  flagged  with  the  materiala, 
according  to  the  manner  and  levels  specified  by  the  Town  Sarvejor 
in  his  estimate  of  the  costs  attending  the  several  works.  That 
snch  estimate  be  adopted  and  confirmed  bj  the  Conacil,  and  that 
the  requisite  notices  be  forthwith  given  to  the  respective  owners, 
as  required  by  the  Act: — 


Name  of  Screet. 

Propoeed 

Level  or 

InoUna* 

tion. 

Kiterlals 

and 
DimenslaDs 

and  Drains. 

Materials 

for  and 

Width  of 

Footpaths. 

ICateriaU 
for  and 
Width  of 
PaTement 
or  Carriage 
way. 

Sstlmated 
Coi* 

MflidoiiBvett 

BMk  Mtfdon  and  ICalrani 
Btnet         

Back  Clumber  Stceet,  Bnind 
Tenaea,  and  De  Qi^  Street 

Baok  Clnmber  Street,  Bmnel 
Ternuw,  and  St.  Steiihen's 
Taixaoe       

Viotoria  Sooare,  Bsat  and 
South  Stdes 

lines 
lin48 

linU 
linlO 

1  in  76 

IS-in.  nni. 
taiy  pipes. 

•-in  branch 
pip-. 

••in  branob 
pipes. 

•-in  branob 
pipes. 

Wblnstone 
or  Granite 
Kerb,  Caith- 
ness Flags. 

7awide. 

IftOin. 
wide. 

Ift.9in. 
wide. 

SfLSin. 
wide. 

GraveL 
7  ft.  wide. 

Whin  or 
Granite 

Chip 
PaTing. 

Mft.wide. 

11  ft.  wide. 
Granite  dilp 

11  ft.  wide. 

Macadam. 
M  ft.  wide. 

a   s.  d. 
•71    •    0 

8X»    1    1 

MO    •    4 
104  11    1 

S80    6  10 

£2185  12   4 

Mr.  C.  S.  Smith  seconded  the  motion. 
Agreed  to. 

THE  PUBLIC  OOVOBBTS— MUSIC  IN  THB  PABKB. 

Mr.  C.  8.  Smith  moved  the  confirmation  of  the  report  of  the 
Pablic  Concerts  Committee  (p.  257).  He  thought  the  concerts  had 
given  satisfaction  to  all  persons.  There  was  a  balance  in  'hand 
after  paying  expenses ;  bat  it  might  be  said  by  fcome  people  that  no 
rent  had  been  paid  for  the  use  of  the  hall.  He  thonght  the  concerts 
were  appreciated  by  the  people,  who  must  have  deriyed  some  benefit 
and  pleasnre  from  attending  them ;  and  the  granting  the  nse  of  the 
hall  for  snch  a  purpose  conld  not  be  objected  to.  The  Committee 
recommended  that  £100  of  the  balance  in  hand  be  devoted  to  pro- 
viding instrumental  music  in  the  parks  during  the  summer  months. 

Mr.  J.  Babkbb  £lli8  seconded  the  motion. 
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Mr.  JosBPH  B.  Ellis  :  I  sappoM  yoo  will  provide  miuic  6q«A.ly 
in  all  the  parks  T 

Mr.  0.  S.  Smith  :  Tes.  The  band  will  not  be  in  the  Armstrong 
Park,  bnt  it  will  be  in  the  Heaton  Park. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  provide  additional 
instrnmental  masic  for  the  Leazes  Park.  He,  as  chairman  of  the 
Town  Moor  Management  Committee,  had  received  a  letter  from  the 
Chief  Constable,  stating  that  the  Police  Band  would  attend  at  the 
Leases  Park  and  play  mnsic  at  anv  time  the  committee  pleased, 
provided  a  small  platform  was  erected,  so  that  the  music  might  be 
heard  to  more  advantage.  He  woald  place  the  letter  before  the 
committee.  He  thoaght  Mr.  Smith  might  leave  the  Leases  Park 
and  Brandling  Park  ont  of  the  question,  as  music  would  be  provided 
there  gratuitously. 

Air.  C.  S.  SuiTU :  The  arrangements  are  to  be  carried  out  by  the 
Town  Moor  Management  Committee,  the  Parks  Committee,  aod 
the  Public  Concerts  Committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THB  AUDITnfO  OF  THB  OOBPORATIOH  AOOOUHTS. 

The  Towv  Cijirk  read  the  following  report  from  Mr.  F.  R 
Goddard : — 

St  Nioholas'  ChamberB,  Newcattle-on-Tyne,  May  IWb,  I88S. 

To  the  Mayor t  AkUrmen,  and  CiUzenn  of  the  CUy  qf  ^i^'ewoattle-on-Tjfne. 

Gentlemen,— I  have  audited  the  books  and  aooounte  of  the  Corpomiion 
for  the  twelve  montha  ending  Mareh  25th  last,  and  hereby  certify  that  the 
statement  of  balsnoes  does  truly  and  faitbfally  set  forth  the  podtioo  of  the 
fands  of  the  Corporation  sabjeot  to  the  reservations  contained  in  this  report. 

Under  the  iDstmctions  of  the  Finance  Committee  I  have  examined  and 
oertified  the  summary  of  receipts  and  payments  from  1st  January,  1838,  to 
25th  March,  1882,  together  with  the  adjuitments  and  transfers,  which  were 
neoeisary  for  the  correct  restating  of  the  varioas  fonds.  The  balmnoes  to 
the  debit  or  credit  of  these  fnnds  respectively  do  not,  owing  to  such  ttanafwa 
and  entries,  agree  with  the  balances  shown  in  the  last  printed  aoconnts 
dated  25th  March,  1882,  bat  the  final  balances  of  cash  in  hand  and  in  bank 
are  not  in  any  way  affected,  and  remain  the  same. 

I  am  informed  that  valaations  of  the  unrealiaed  anets  of  the  Corporatuui, 
together  with  all  other  assets  and  liabilities,  will  be  submitted  to  me  for 
examination  shortly,  snd  I  have  from  time  to  time  advised  that  nntil  these 
figares  sre  introduced,  the  aoooants  of  the  Corporation  cannot  be  oonaidered 
to  be  correctly  and  properly  stated. 

I  will  report  as  usual,  as  professional  accountant  to  the  Corporationt  to 
the  Finance  and  Town  Improvement  Committees  upon  the  operations  of  the 
whole  of  your  various  departments. 

I  remain,  gentkSnen,  your  obedient  servant^ 

Fbkd.  B.  Goddabd, 

Professional  Auditor, 
Fellow  of  the  Institute  of  Chartered  Accountants. 

Mr.  YouLL :  I  would  like  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  or  perhapfi  Mr.  Pace  could  give  me  the  information — 
what  is  the  position  of  the  aadit  by  the  elected  auditors  7 

The  CiTT  Tbiasubjui  (Mr.  Pace)  :  It  will  be  fiuiahed  in  a  few  days. 

The  meeting  concluded. 
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COUNCIL    MEETING. 


WEDNESDAY,  JULY  4,  1863. 


A  MOTiHO  of  the  Ooancil  wm  held  to-day  in  the  Ooanoil  Ohamber, 
Town  Hall,  the  Mayor  (lir.  Thos.  Geo.  Gibson)  in  the  ohair. 
There  were  alao  present : — Aldermen  Ridley,  Gail,  Wilson,  Stewart, 
Plummer,  Soott,  MilTain,  Hedley,  Gregson,  Potter,  Angus,  Young, 
and  Stephenson-;  Oonndllors  Winter,  Hepworth,  Quin,  YouU, 
Browne,  Owen,  Garse,  Dickinson,  Bowden,  Smith,  Jackson,  Stout, 
Nelson,  Andersen,  Bell,  Newton,  Dixon,  Gutter,  Oliver,  Hedley, 
Barkas,  Hepburn,  Wilson,  Holmes,  Richardson,  Ingledew,  G.  S. 
Smith,  Stephens,  Johnson,  Fumess,  Joseph  B.  Ellis,  Sanderson, 
Henaell,  Soott,  Laird,  Gray,  Temple,  and  Birkett 

The  TowM  Glbrk  read  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
previous  meeting,  and  they  were  confirmed. 

HEW  MSMBBBS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Gbeosoh,  seconded  by  Mr.  Osat,  it 
was  resolred  that  Mr.  Laird,  having  been  elected  a  representative  of 
Elswick  Ward  in  the  place  of  the  late  Mr.  Henry  Glapham,  the 
representative  of  Elswick  Ward,  be  placed  upon  committees,  as 
follows : — *^  Watch,  Public  Libraries,  and  Parks.  The  remainder  of 
the  members  of  Elswick  Ward  had  been  re-arranged  on  the  various 
committees." 

Mr.  Aid.  MiLVAnr  said  Mr.  Birkett  had  been  elected  a  representa- 
tive of  Jesmond  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Ralph  Gook,  and  he  moved  that 
Mr.  Birkett  be  placed  on  committees,  as  agreed  to  by  the  representa- 
tives of  the  wai^ 

Mr.  SnpHKNS  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  PoTTu :  The  representatives  of  Jesmond  Ward  have 
not  met  yet. 

The  Matob  :  The  Goundl  cannot  confirm  an  arrangement  not 
yet  made.  When  the  arrangement  is  agreed  to  by  the  members  of 
the  ward  it  can  be  brought  before  the  Goundl. 

MB.  BALFH  OOOK. 

Mr.  Stbpbxhs  said  he  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
ezpresring  his  own  regret — and  he  was  sure  other  members  of  the 
Goundl  would  join  in  the  expression — at  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Ralph  Gook.    It  was  only  just  to  state  that,  as  a  representative  of 

Bl 
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Byker  diiitriot,  Mr.  Oook  had  done  hii  duty  Mthfally  and  well  in 
the  Oooncil.  (Applaose.)  An  old  member  of  tke  Council  should 
not  be  allowed  to  drop  oat  from  among  them  withoat  a  kind  word 
being  said  about  his  services.  The  Oouncil  would  agree  with  him 
ihat,  BO  far  as  regarded  the  interests  of  the  ward  he  represented,  no 
member  of  the  Gonncil  had  paid  more  attention  to  the  interests  of 
his  oonstitnents  than  Mr.  Cook.    (Applause.) 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLSOH  said  he  endorsed  every  wcnrd  Mr.  Stephens  had 
said.  Mr.  Cook  was  a  member  of  two  oommittees  over  whidi  he  (Aid. 
W.)  presided,  and  had  been  most  diligent  in  attending  to  his  duties. 
He  could  always  depend  upon  Mr.  Oook  being  presetit  at  the 
meetings  of  the  committees,  and  looking  into  accounts,  and  bringing 
them  before  the  committees  in  a  tangible  form.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  Tbmplb  said  he  was  pleased  to  hear  two  of  the  oldest 
members  of  the  Council  draw  attention  to  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Oook.  He  could  bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that  in  season  and  oat 
of  season,  Mr.  Cook  looked  after  the  interests  of  the  ward  he  repre 
sented,  and  more  especially  that  portion  of  it  which  required  most 
looking  after — Byker.  Jesmond  itself  was  quite  able  to  take  care 
of  itself  without  any  representatives.    . 

Mr.  C.  8.  SmTH  endorsed  what  had  been  said  respecting  Mr. 
Cook's  services. 

Mr.  Stbphbns  said  he  believed  it  would  be  a  great  compliment  to 
Mr.  Cook  if  the  Council  appointed  him  a  member  of  the  Public 
Library  Committee,  and  he  moved  that  that  be  done. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbwibt  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

THB  ROAD  TO  SPITAL  T0NOUB8. 

Mr.  YouLL  asked  the  vice-chairman  of  the  Town  Moor  Manage- 
ment Committee  by  whose  authority  the  road  which  the  Council 
agreed  should  be  made  from  the  top  of  St  Thomas's  Street,  across 
the  Leazes  to  Spital  Tongues,  had  been  altered  to  commence  from 
St  Thomas's  Crescent.  In  contemplation  of  the  continuation  of 
Grey  Street  to  the  Hay  Market,  it  was  considered  that  the  best  line 
for  the  new  road  across  the  Leazes  to  Spital  Tongues  would  be  from 
the  top  of  St  Thomas's  Street  He  was  surprised  to  find  that  the  new 
road  was  being  continued  to  St  Thomas's  Crescent,  instead  of  to  St. 
lliomas's  Street  That  was  contrary  to  the  decision  of  the  Council, 
and  the  alteration  had  been  made  without  the  Council  being  informed. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Smith  said  the  road  was  diverted  by  the  committee  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  Engineer,  with  a  view  to  meet  the 
improvement  made  at  Albion  Place  ;  and  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  the  line  now  adopted  was  the  best  of  the  two.  By  some 
oversight  the  committee  had  neglected  to  bring  the  matter  before 
the  Council.  1  he  line  of  road  i^opted  now  was  the  best,  and  it 
was  only  a  slight  deviation  from  the  original  plan. 
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Mr.  TouLL  said  Mr.  Smith  oalled  the  alteration  only  a  <<  alight 
deviation ;  "  but  it  meant  that  people  would  have  to  tnm  to  the 
right  to  go  down  Albion  Place,  and  to  the  left  to  go  down  8tb 
Thomas's  Street,  instead  of  going  direct  down  what  would,  some 
years  hence,  be  a  straight  street  leading  into  the  centre  of  the  town. 

The  Mayor  :  You  hare  had  your  question  answered,  and,  if  not 
satisfied,  you  can  gire  notice  of  motion  for  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Tbmplb  thought  notice  of  motion  in  regard  to  such  a  matter 
was  not  necessary.  There  had  been  a  deviation  in  the  road  ordered 
by  the  Ooundl,  and  the  subject  should  be  enquired  into. 

Mr.  TouLL  said  that  when  a  cheque  was  ordered-  to  be  paid  for 
the  making  of  the  road,  he  would  give  directions  to  the  bankers  not 
to  pay  it,  as  the  work  had  not  been  done  as  ordered  by  the  Council. 

THE  BIGG  ICABKBT. 

Mr..  BowDKN  asked  the  vice-chairman  of  the  Parliamentary  and 
Bye-Laws  Committee  what  had  been  done  with  regard  to  the  passing 
of  the  proposed  bye  laws  for  regulating  the  stall-holders,  &c.,  in  the 
Bigg  Market.  He  said  the  Watch  Committee  had  from  time  to 
time  received  petitions  praying  that  something  should  be  done  with 
regard  to  regulating  the  trade. 

Mr.  YouLL  said  that  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  bad  been  ill,  and  the  members  of  the  committee  had 
allowed  the  matter  to  stand  over  fn  the  hope  that  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond 
would  soon  be  able  to  attend  to  it.  Bye  laws  had  been  prepared  by 
the  Town  Clerk,  and  circulated  among  members  of  the  committee ; 
and  they  were  ripe  for  discussion  by  the  committee,  as  soon  as  the 
chairman  was  able  to  attend  to  business. 

Mr.  BowDBN :  It  would  be  better,  under  the  circumstances,  that 
the  committee  should  proceed  with  the  consideration  of  the  bye-laws 
in  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond*s  absence. 

DRIVIVa  CATTLE  THBOUGH  THB  STBBBTS. 

Mr.  Stephens  said  several  letters  had  appeared  in  the  news- 
papers calling  attention  to  the  danger  and  inconvenience  to  the 
inhabitants  caused  by  the  driving  of  cattle  through  the  streets. 
He  wished  the  Town  Clerk  to  say  whether  it  was  true  that  the 
Council  inserted  in  the  last  Parliamentary  bill  a  clause  giving 
power  to  regulate  the  driving  of  cattle,  both  as  to  time  and  route ; 
and  that  the  conmiittee  of  the  House  of  Commons  erased  the  clause. 

The  Town  Clebk  said  that  in  the  bill  promoted  by  the  Corpora- 
tion in  Parliament  last  year  there  was  a  clause  giving  the  Corpora- 
tion power  to  license  drivers  of  cattle,  and  containing  some 
restrictions  as  to  the  days,  and  he  believed  the  hours  also,  when 
cattle  might  be  driven  along  the  streets ;  but  the  clause  was  struck 
out  by  the  special  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
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Mr.  STEPHurs :  I  would  Bnggest  that  this  matter  shoald  be 
referred  to  the  Oattle  IVade  Oommittee  to  consider  what  shall  be 
done. 

Mr.  Aid.  Potter  ;  The  Oattle  Trade  Committee  have  no  power 
to  oany  ont  regulations. 

The  Mayor  :  This  is  a  proposal  for  which  notice  must  be  giren. 

THE  TEMPBRAEOB  FESTIVAL  OH  THE  MOOR. 

Mr.  Aid.  Grbgsok  said  that  during  the  Temperance  Festival 
holes  had  been  made  upon  the  Moor,  and  accidents  might  happen  if 
the  holes  were  not  filled  up. 

The  Mator  :  They  will,  I  understand,  be  attended  to. 

THE  TTHH  PORT  SANITARY  AUTHORIIT. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  said  he  was  instructed  by  the  Town  Improve- 
ment Oommittee  to  propose  that  Mr.  0.  8.  Smith  be  elected  a 
representatiTe  of  the  Corporation  upon  the  River  Tyne  Port 
Sanitary  Authority,  in  the  place  of  the  late  Mr.  Olapham. 

Mr.  Aid.  Young  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

THE  CHOLERA. 

Mr.  Oarsb  asked  whether  any  steps  had  been  taken  to  protect 
the  T^ne  against  the  introduction  of  cholera  from  Egypt 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  said  the  officers  of  the  Tyne  Port  Sanitary 
Authority  were  doing  everything  that  could  be  done  to  prevent  the 
introduction  of  cholera.  Instructions  had  been  given  to  the  officers 
to  be  very  vigilant,  and  they  had  been  in  communication  with  the 
officers  of  Customs  with  the  view  to  having  every  vessel  which 
entered  the  Tyne  properly  surveyed ;  and  any  one  discovered  sick 
would  be  removed  to  the  hospital.  A  meeting  of  the  Authority  would 
be  held  on  Monday,  when  the  subject  would  be  fully  considered. 

THE  SMOKE  NUISANOE  ON  THE  RIVER. 

Mr.  Aid.  Plummer  asked  if  the  Tyne  Port  Sanitary  Authority 
was  the  proper  authority  to  put  down  the  smoke  nuisance  arisijig 
from  steamers  on  the  l^e. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  answer  that  question. 

THE  corporation  STOCK. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedley  moved  the  Kcaling  of  certificates,  number  24  to 
144,  for  Oorporation  stock  to  the  amount  of  £127,000,  making  a 
total  of  £246,000  of  stock  now  issued. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  ta 
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THH  WILLnsrOTOir  E8T1TB  OOAL. 

llr.  Aid.  HsDLBT  proponed  the  sealing  of  a  lease  to  the  Tyne 
Ooal  Company,  of  the  Low  Main  Seam  of  ooal  nnder  the  Willington 
estate,  for  31  years  firom  January  1st,  1881  ;  eertain  rent,  £226  ; 
tentale,  7d.  per  ton.  He  said  the  lease  should  have  been  brought 
before  the  Ooundl  for  sealing  two  years  ago,  bat  there  had  been 
some  delay  on  the  part  of  the  soUoitors  in  getting  the  lease  ready. 

Mr.  Aid.  Btifebhsok  seconded  the  motion. 
Agreed  to. 

DIVSBSIOK  OF  BOAD  AT  WILLINGTOK. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlbt  proposed  the  sealing  of  a  notioe  and  consent  as 
to  dirersion  of  a  road  at  Willington.  He  said  the  arrangement  had 
been  entered  into  with  the  Willington  Local  Board  for  the  dirersion  of 
a  road  adjoining  Willington  Out,and  the  Finance  Committee  thought 
tiie  dirersion  would  be  a  great  improvement  to  the  Willington  estate. 

Mr.  ToxTLL  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

PBOPOSBD  TRAMWAY  AOROSS  FORTH  BTRKBT. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  presented  the  following  report : — 

The  Town  Xmnrovement  Committee  have  to  report  to  the  Gonnoil  that  a 
plan  has  been  sabmitted  to  them  by  Mean.  Robert  StephenBon  and  Co., 
eDgmeers,  propoong,  with  the  ooiuent  of  the  Corporatioii,  to  Uy  a  tramway 
acroM  the  public  street  known  as  Forth  Street,  so  as  to  obtain  direct  access 
to  the  North  Eastern  Railway  from  their  works. 

Toor  committee  have  approved  of  the  plan,  as  they  are  of  opinion  that, 
when  carried  out,  it  will  prove  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the  Corporation, 
by  preventing  the  carting  of  heavy  machinery  through  the  streets — whidi 
are  often  materially  damiged  thereby ;  and  they  have  to  recommend  that 
the  Council  ame  to  Messrs.  Stephenson  and  Co.'s  proposal,  subject  to  the 
following  oonoitions,  vis. : — 

Messrs.  Stephenson  and  Co.  to  undertake  the  repairing  of  the  line ;  the 
removal  at  the  same  when  required;  the  payment  of  a  yearly  acknowledgment; 
the  limitation  of  the  traffic  to  wagons  only ;  and  at  certam  times  of  the  day. 

Further  conditions  as  to  the  protection  of  the  public  will  also  be  insefted  m 
the  agreement  to  be  entered  into  between  the  companyand  the  Corporation. 

Town  Hall,  3rd  July,  1883.  Thos.  WiLSOir,  Chairman. 

Mr,  JoBSPH  B.  Ellis  :  What  aeknowledgment  will  be  paid  t 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  The  acknowledgment  will  be  £1  Is.  per  annom. 

Mr.  Barkas  :  Is  the  tramway  to  be  laid  on  the  street  or  above 
the  street  7 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  On  the  street.  It  will  be  a  very  short  line  from 
the  works  to  the  railwayi  and  will  do  away  with  the  bringing  of  heavy 
castings  through  two  or  three  streets,  and  will  be  a  great  saving  to  ns. 

THH  OOLLSGB  of  PHTSIOAL  SOISNOB. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlst  presented  the  following  report  :«- 
The  Finanoe  Committee  have  to  report  to  the  Council  that  they  have  had 
before  them  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  College  of  Phjsiosl  Soieiloe 
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referred  to  them  by  the  Ooimoil  at  iti  last  meetm|b  and  they  have  to 
reoommend  that  Thomas  Geom  Gibeon  and  Thomas  Hedlev,  Esqnizes,  be 
elected  representatives  on  the  Board  of  Goyemors  of  the  College. 
Jnne,  1883.  Thomab  Hxdlbt,  Ohairman. 

GAS  aUPPLT. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stkphkhsoh  presented  the  following  report  :— 

Laboratory  and  Assay  Office,  75,  Side,  Neweastle•llpoll•l^f]la» 
80th  June,  1883. 
DiAB  Sib,— I  have  the  honour  of  sending  you  the  results  of  my  exam- 
ination of  Uie  quali^  of  the  cas  supplied  to  this  city  by  the  Newoaatle- 
npon-l^e  and  Gateshead  Gas  Company : — 


Date. 

In  ipenn  oandles. 

SolpharinlOO 
oablo  feet  of  gaa. 

SQlphaietted 
hydrogen. 

June    6  

16-4 
16-0 
161 
16*4 

6-27       „ 
4-W       » 

NO. 

99 
»9 
99 

„     13 

20            . 

;.  26 ::::::::: 

Sugg's  No.  1  London  burner  and  the  Metropolitan  Gas  Referees'  snlphur 
testing  apparatus  are  used  in  testing.  Aoooidxng  to  Act  of  Parliament  the 
gas,  when  tested  with  this  apparatus,  should  not  be  of  less  iUuminating 
power  than  15)  standard  sperm  candles,  nor  contain  more  than  20  graioB 
of  sulphur  per  100  cubic  feet.  The  gas  shoidd  also  be  quite  free  from 
sulphuretted  hydrogen. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly,  John  PAnnrsov. 

To  Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson,  Chairman  of  the  Gas  and  Water  Committee 
of  tne  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  City  CounoU. 

THE  WATBB  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  YouLL  said  seyeral  members  of  the  Council  had  the  oppor- 
tanity  last  week  of  visiting  the  new  works  of  the  Water  Companj, 
at  Colt  Crag  and  other  places,  and,  notwithstanding  the  droaghtj 
weather,  foond  there  was  a  yery  large  quantity  of  water  stored.  He 
presented  the  following  report : — 

Laboratory  and  Assay  Office,  75,  Side,  Newoastle-on-Tjriifl^ 

June  18th,  1888. 

I  beg  to  report  that  I  have  analysed  a  sam^  of  the  water  supplied  to 

this  city  by  the  Newcastle  and  Uateshead  Water  Company,  taken  by 

me  from  a  tap  in  Dean  Street,  on  the  8th  instant^  and  that  I  find  it 

contains  as  follows,  per  gallon : — 

TotalsoUd  matter  dried  at  Slfo  Fab 17-400ffn. 

Ohlarine ••.. ••• • •••    0*880   •• 

Phoaphorio  add SUghtt 

Nitrogen aa nitrates   <HtS98 

Ammonia .••• 0*001 

AHynmiwofd  ^migpntj^  ...,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ....•••..•.     0H)08 

Oxygen  abeorbed  immediately  at  80^'Fah.  O^lt 

Oxygen  Absorbed  in foar hoon        do. 0^8 

HaHnen  before  boiling  (Olarka'SKHJe) IWi 

Hardneas  after  boiling  one  hoar  (do.) 87    ^ 

SmeU  when  heated  to  100<>  Pah ; None 

ICicroaoopioal  examination , 

This  sample  and  two  others,  drawn  on  the  same  day  from  tape  in  Soots* 
wood  Road  and  the  Quayside,  were  bright  and  clear,  a  sample  taken  on  the 
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BUD»  d^  from  Bliwiok  Bo«d  wu  BomewhAt  turbid  from  ■olid  matter  in 
mspenaion.  (Signed)    John  Pattinsoh. 

J.  Q,  Yonll,  Esq.,  Yioe-Chairman  of  the  Qbm  and  Water  Committee 
of  the  Newcastle-npon-T^Tne  City  Council. 

QUANTZTT  OF  WATBB  IS  STOBB. 

Whittle  Dene  reseryoirB        442,659,312  galls. 

Hallington  reseryoir 630,331,563     ,, 

Colt  Crag  Teserroir     457,329,903     „ 

Little  Swinbum  reserroir      31,069,908     „ 

Total         1,561,390^    „ 

Jnne  80th,  1883.  Gbo.  Smith,  Secretary. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphenson  said  he  understood  that  the  eapply  of 
water  at  Byker  Hill  had,  of  late,  been  limited. 

Mr.  Tbmplb  :  Very  limited. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphensoh  :  And  that  the  quality  of  the  water  there 
had  been  anything  but  Batis&ctory.  He  had  had  a  conyersation 
with  the  Chairman  and  Secretary  of  the  Water  Company,  and  they 
stated  that,  owing  to  the  immense  demand  upon  the  Company  for 
water  for  watering  the  streets  daring  the  last  few  weeks,  the  fall 
maximum  quantity  was  not  sent  to  Byker.  Steps  were  to  be  taken 
immediately  by  the  Company  to  provide  an  additional  seryioe  pipe 
to  Byker  Hill,  and  remedy  the  evil  complained  of. 

Mr.  Bbownb  :  Considering  how  much  small-pox  we  have  had  in 
Byker,  I  hope  that  this  work  will  go  on  with  the  utmost  despatch. 

THE  TOMLINSON  LIBRARY. 

Mr.  Oabse  moved  the  confirmation  of  the  report  of  the  Public 
Libraries  Committee,  relative  to  the  Dr.  Tomlinson  Library  (p. 
256).  He  said  the  trustees  proposed  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  to 
repair  the  building  and  books ;  and  he  presamed  that,  if  there  was 
any  difficulty  in  raising  the  money,  there  would  be  a  chance  of  the 
books  being  transferred  to  the  Public  Library. 

Mr.  JosBPH  B.  Ellis  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Bbownb  thought  the  consideration  of  the  report  might  stand  over. 

The  Matob  :  There  is  no  reason  why  it  should  stand  over.  The 
report  recommends  nothing. 

Mr.  Bbownb  :  This  should  not  be  looked  upon  in  any  sense  as  fina). 
The  Matob  :  No ;  but  we  had  better  have  this  settled  now. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MB.  ALD.  HBDLBT. 

Mr.  Stbphbns  informed  the  Council  that  the  worthy  Chairman 
of  the  Finance  Committee,  Mr.  Aid.  Hedley,  bad  on  Sunday 
morning  been  made  a  great  grandfather ;  and  he  was  sure  the 
Council  would  congratulate  him,  and  hope  he  might  live  to  become 
a  great  great  grandfather.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlby  thanked  the  Council  for  their  congratulations. 
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llr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  mored  the  oonfirmafion  of  the  report  of  the 
Finance  Oommittee,  reoommending  the  erection  of  additionml  hatha 
and  waah-honaes  ^p.  263).  He  aaid  that  thia  was  a  matter  wluob. 
most  he  left  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Ooanoil  for  decision. 
The  expenditure  npon  the  three  sets  of  baths  and  wash«honses  would 
be  dose  npon  £80,000.  There  was  no  donbt  that  the  varioos 
districts  ought  to  hare  baths  and  wash-honses  provided ;  and  the 
Finance  Committee  had  reported  in  fayoor  of  the  boildings  being 
erected ;  and  it  was  now  for  the  Council  to  decide  whether  the 
recommendation  of  the  committee  ahonld  be  carried  out  Since  the 
baths  and  wash-honses  at  New  Boad  and  Gallowgate  were  erected 
the  population  of  the  dty  had  increased  greatly ;  and  no  doubt  it 
waa  necessary  for  the  health  and  couTenience  of  the  inhabitants  of 
populous  districts,  particularly  Elswick  and  Byker,  that  additional 
baths  and  wash-houses  should  be  erected.  It  might  be  a  question 
whether  the  City  had  arriyed  at  a  stage  when  it  could  afford  such  a 
large  expenditure  as  was  proposed.  The  Council  had  power  to 
borrow  the  money  required,  and  the  interest  upon  £80,000  at  3} 
per  cent  would  amount  to  1,000  guineas  a  year.  It  might  be 
asked  whether  there  would  not  be  some  surplus  income  from  the 
baths  and  wash-honses.  The  experience  of  the  Corporation  had 
been  that  there  had  been  an  expenditure  oyer  and  above  the  interest 
upon  the  outlay ;  but  the  Council  must  not  forget  the  benefits 
arising  to  the  people  of  the  town  who  used  the  buildings. 

Mr.  Aid.  STBPHBKBOir  seconded  the  motion.  He  hoped  the 
Council  would  not  delay  carrying  the  recommendations  of  the 
committee  into  effect.  He  had  been  a  member  of  the  Council  for 
14  years,  and  the  want  of  baths  and  washhouses  was  a  municipal 
election  cry  when  he  entered  the  Council,  and  had  been  a  cry  ever 
since.  Whenever  a  candidate  for  municipal  honours  came  forward 
he  was  asked  to  support  the  erection  of  baths  and  wash-houses.  The 
wants  of  the  city  in  this  respect  could  be  supplied  for  the  compara- 
tively small  sum  of  £80,000,  and  the  interest  upon  thitt  expenditure 
would  be  1,000  guineas  a  year,  or  equal  to  one^third  of  a  penny  in 
the  pound  upon  the  rateable  assessment ;  and  surely  they  would  not 
object  to  this  expenditure  to  supply  a  boon  long  required  by  the 
public.  Even  if  there  was  a  small  annual  loss,  making  the  total 
cost  a  half-penny  in  the  pound  upon  the  assessment,  it  was  an 
expenditure  which  would  be  more  than  recouped  by  the  benefit 
gained  by  the  public. 

Mr.  Newton  said  that  the  first  resolution  which  the  late  Sheriff 
proposed  aftering  entering  the  Council  was  one  advocating  the 
erection  of  baths  and  wash-houses,  and  he  regretted  that  the  Sheriff 
had  not  lived  to  see  the  culmination  of  his  labours.  Whatever  the 
expenditure  might  be,  the  result  was  not  to  be  measured  by  the  coat, 
but  by  the  indirect  results  which  would  accrue  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Newcastle  by  having  increased  means  of  promoting  health  and  comfort. 
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Mr.  Aid.  Orboboit  said  he  did  not  agree  with  the  proposal  There 
were  baths  in  New  Bead  and  Qallowgate,  bat  how  many  people 
went  to  them?  Very  few  people.  One  of  the  lessees  of  the 
Ghillowgate  Baths  was  rained,  although  he  was  his  own  engineer, 
and  did  all  the  work  himself.  He  maintained  that  the  present 
baths  were  not  used  by  the  people  of  the  town,  or  they  would  have 
paid.  If  the  Council  wished  to  erect  new  baths,  let  them  b^gin  on  a 
small  scale  with  an  expenditure  of  £12,000,  and  see  if  the  new  badis 
paid ;  bat  do  not  at  once  sacrifice  £30,000.  They  were  told  that 
the  interest  would  amount  to  £1,000  a  year,  but  tiiere  would  be  the 
redemption,  and  £1,500  a  year  would  be  nearer  the  mark. 

Mr.  Aid.  Pluuicbb  said  that  candidates  for  seats  in  the  Oounoil 
always  promised  the  electors  they  would  do  all  they  could  to  reduoe 
the  rates  ;  and  that  pledge  to  reduce  the  rates  might  be  set  against 
the  pledge  to  provide  baUis  and  wash-houses.  Money  had  been  lost 
on  the  baths  and  wash-houses  already  provided  by  the  Oorporation. 

Mr.  O&AT  had  very  great  pleasure  in  supporting  the  adoption  of 
the  report  He  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  Oounoil  who  pro- 
miaed  to  do  all  he  oould  to  provide  baths  and  wash-houses.  When 
the  Oounoil  referred  the  subject  to  the  Town  Improvement  Com- 
mittee, he  was  appointed  a  member  of  a  sub-committee  to  obtain  a 
site  at  Elswick ;  but  no  site  could  be  obtamed.  When  the  late 
8heri£f  became  a  member  for  Elswick  Ward  the  subject  was  again 
taken  up  with  a  considerable  amount  of  vigour ;  and  then  followed 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  directing  the  Finance  Committee  to 
obtain  sites  in  Elswick  and  Byker,  and,  upon  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Fumess,  also  in  Westgate.  The  Finance  Committee  remitted  the 
subject  to  the  Baths  and  Wash-houses  Committee ;  and  their  report 
was  now  before  the  CoundL  It  was  quite  true  that  the  existing 
baths  had  not  paid;  but  it  was  never  expected  that  baths  and 
wash-houses  would  pay.  Baths  and  wash-houses  were  provided 
on  exactly  the  same  principle  as  the  Corporation  provided  public 
parks.  They  did  not  expect  parks  to  pay ;  such  places  were  pro- 
vided for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  and  tiie  dty  was  recouped  by  the 
increased  health  and  pleasure  of  the  people.  No  one  who  knew 
anything  of  the  poorer  districts  of  Byker  and  Elswick,  where  people 
had  not  room  for  washing,  would  object  to  the  proposed  expendi- 
tura  With  regard  to  the  site  in  Snow  Street,  the  School  Board 
made  it  a  condition  that  a  large  plunge  or  swimming  bath  should 
be  provided  there,  and  the  estimate  of  the  Engineer  included  the 
cost  of  providing  such  a  bath  at  each  of  the  three  places.  The  plunge 
bath  at  the  Northumberland  Baths  was  largely  patronised ;  one  day 
he  saw  forty  or  fifty  youths  there,  and  the  other  Saturday  Uiero  wera 
nearly  200  youths  present.  The  Council  would  act  wisely  in  sanctioning 
the  proposed  expendituro,  which  would  result  in  increasing  the  health 
of  the  people,  and  probably  reducing  the  sanitary  and  ol£er  rates. 

Mr.  Babkas  said  Mr.  Aid.  Hedley  had  said  that  the  cost  of  the  pro- 
posed baths  and  wash-touses  would  be  £80,000,  and  that  the  annual 
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cost  for  intorost  would  be  1,000  goineM.  It  was  «n  opon  qaeitioii 
whether  the  adrantages  to  be  gained  were  bo  great  as  to  justUj  a 
capital  ezpenditoie  of  £80,000,  and  an  anniul  oost  of  1,000 
gmneas  for  interest  The  present  baths  and  waah-honaes  were 
placed  in  neighbourhoods  analagous  to  the  nighboorhoods  where  it 
was  proposed  to  erect  the  new  buildings.  The  present  baths  were 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sandgate,  Gkdlowgate,  and  Northumberland 
Street,  around  which  there  were  very  large  populations  likely  to 
use  baths.  The  capital  oost  of  the  New  Eoad  Baths  was  £6,800 ; 
and  the  ayerage  income  over  the  last  ten  years  had  been  £61  a 
year,  and  the  arerage  expenditure  £l58 ;  and  the  loss,  therefore, 
as  between  income  and  expenditure^  had  been  £97.  The  interest  on 
the  capital  expenditure  amounted  to  £212  a  year ;  and  the  total  loss 
oyer  the  ten  years  had  been  £809  a  year.  The  capital  expenditue 
at  the  Oallowgate  Baths  was  £6,500,  and  the  interest  at  4  per  cent 
was  £260.  The  arerage  yearly  income  was  £288,  and  the  average 
yearly  expenditure  £148,  learing  a  surplus  of  £96,  and  dedacting 
that  £96  from  the  interest  on  capital,  the  actual  loss  was  £165  a  year. 

Mr.  OuYBB  :  But  the  GWlowgate  Baths  do  pay. 
Mr.  Babkas  :  They  do  not  pay  according  to  the  books  of  the 
Corporation ;  they  do  not  pay  anything  like  a  reasonable  interest 
"  "     Ther 


upon  the  money  expended.  The  Northumberland  Baths  cost  £7,800; 
the  average  yearly  income  was  £348,  and  the  average  yearly  expen- 
diture over  10  years  had  been  £680,  induding  the  interest  of 
£292  on  capital,  so  that  there  had  been  an  abeolute  loss  yeariy 
of  £187.  No  property  depredated  so  rapidly  as  did  baths  on 
account  of  the  heat  and  moisture  spreading  over  the  whole  of  the 
premises ;  and  the  Ooundl  must,  therefore,  bear  in  mind  in  building 
baths,  that  they  lost  not  only  the  interest  on  the  capital  expenditure, 
but  also  lost  the  additional  capital  required  to  keep  the  baths  in 
proper  repair.  The  question  was  whether  the  number  of  people  in 
the  various  districts  who  would  use  the  baths  and  wash-houses 
would  be  sufficient  to  iustify  the  Ooundl  in  expending  £80,000. 
The  wash-houses  would  be  tused  by  a  comparatively  limited  number 
of  people  who  lived  in  tenemented  houses,  and  by  washerwomen. 
A  great  portion  of  the  washing  done  at  the  existing  wash-hooses 
was  done  by  washerwomen,  to  whom  it  was  a  great  advantage  to  be 
able  to  do  tiieir  work  at  a  small  cost. 

Mr.  RicHABDSOH  said  that,  before  sanctioning  the  expenditore  of 
£80,000,  the  Ooandl  should  have  information  showing  the  extent 
to  which  the  existing  baths  and  wash-houses  were  used.  The 
Council  were  bound  to  provide  every  sanitary  requirement  for  the 
people  irrespective  of  whether  they  paid  ;  but  certainly  baths  and 
wash-houses  should  be  appreciated  whether  they  paid  or  not  He 
moved  an  amendment  to  the  effect  that  the  consideration  of  the 
report  stand  over  unUl  the  Council  were  supplied  with  statistics, 
showing  whether  the  present  baths  and  wash-houses  were  appxeeiated 
and  used  by  the  pubUa 
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Mr.  0.  EL  Svhh  loocmded  the  amendmeni. 

Mr.  Oabsi  0»id  tbat^  while  agreeing  to  aome  extent  with  what 
Mr.  Oray  had  said  abont  baths  having  to  be  regarded  in  the  same 
way  as  parks,  he  thonght  258.  per  square  jnri  for  land  on  which  to 
erect  hatha  was  an  ezoessive  prioe.  He  wished  to  know  whether  it 
was  not  possible  to  obtain  a  site  at  Elswick  at  a  more  moderate  cost 

Mr.  Waltbr  Soott  said  he  knew  something  about  the  ralne  of 
boilding  sites,  and  he  thonght  the  sites  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee were  rery  cheap ;  and  if  a  decision  npon  this  subject  was 
allowed  to  stand  oyer  much  longer  the  Council  would  haye  to  pay 
double  the  present  prioe  for  sites.  The  Elswick  site  was  upon  a 
turnpike  rosd,  along  which  thousands  of  people  passed,  and  he 
considered  it  an  extraordinary  cheap  site. 

Mr.  Oabsb  said  he  did  not  consider  the  Elswick  site  dear ;  but 
he  thought  25s.  a  square  yard  a  high  price  to  pay  for  land  for 
hatha     A  secondary  site  might  be  gotb 

Mr.  Gbat  :  This  is  the  only  Tacant  site  on  Scotswood  Road ;  and, 
if  not  taken,  the  Council  would  have  to  buy  property  and  pull  down 
houses  to  make  a  site. 

Mr.  Dixoir  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the  consideration  of  the 
report  being  adjourned  in  order  that  more  information  might  be 
obtained,  but  he  objected  to  this  being  looked  at  as  a  financial 
question  only.  No  doubt  this  was  an  important  financial  question, 
but  it  was  also  a  social  and  sanitary  question,  afiecting  the  comfort, 
convenience,  and  welfare  of  a  very  large  portion  of  the  poorest  of  the 
populatioi^  of  the  town,  and  thereifore  the  subject  must  be  looked  at 
widely  and  broadly.  It  had  been  rightly  said  by  Mr.  Ony  that  the 
Council  did  not  look  for  a  money  return  in  regard  to  the  park& 
What  money  did  the  Corporation  get  from  the  scavenging  of  the 
town  7  None  at  all ;  yet  the  Council  voted  money  for  the  cost  of 
scavenging.  The  providing  of  baths  and  wash-houses  was  on  a 
similar  footing ;  and  if  they  did  not  pay  indirectly,  there  were  many 
ways  in  which  they  benefited  the  town.  The  Council  knew  that 
cleanliness  improved  the  health  of  the  people,  and  the  providing  of 
baths  would  encourage  cleanliness.  Baths  were  already  provided 
in  three  districts,  and  had  not  taxes  been  taken  from  Westgate, 
Elswick,  and  Byker  to  support  those  baths!  The  Council  were 
bound  to  provide  baths,  even  if  they  did  not  pay,  in  the  districts 
recommended  by  the  committee.  Mr.  Barkas's  figures  were  taken 
over  too  long  a  period,  and  were  misleading  ;  but,  even  if  correct, 
they  formed  no  guide  for  the  Council.  There  had  been  a  great 
change  in  the  past  ten  years,  and  if  baths  were  provided  at  con- 
venient places  he  believed  the  number  of  people  using  them  would 
increase.  For  three  years  past  the  receipts  at  the  New  Bead 
Baths  equalled  the  expenditure,  and  at  Gallowgate  Baths  the 
receipts  exceeded  the  expenditure;  and  in  both  cases  he  excluded  the 
interest  on  capital  There  was  a  loss  at  the  Northumberland  Baths, 
hot  those  baths  were  sitnated  in  a  place  where  no  one  would  put  baths 
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ftt  the  preaent  time.  He  belieyed  the  n^w  baths  and  wash-hoiues 
wonld  not  onh^  benefit  a  large  portion  of  the  popolation,  bat 
woold,  as  at  Hall,  prodaoe  a  revenae  more  than  eqaal  to  the 
expend!  tare. 

5ir.  Joseph  B.  Ellis  said  he  did  not  know  what  farther  informa- 
tion ooald  be  obtained  for  the  gaidance  of  the  Goancil  in  ooming  to 
a  decision  npon  this  snbject.  What  ase  woald  enqoiries  made  aft 
the  QallowgatOi  New  Boad,  and  Northamberland  Baths  be  in 
dealing  with  a  qnestion  connected  with  the  large  working  class 
popalations  at  Elswick  or  Byker  7  Elswick  was  a  long  distance 
from  the  Gallowgate  Baths  and  Wash-honses,  and  Byker  was  a 
long  way  east  of  the  New  Road  establishment.  He  was  glad  that 
the  Oonncil  were  not  looking  at  this  sabject  as  only  a  qnestion  of 
ponndsi  shillings,  and  pence.  Baths  and  wash-honses  were  sanitary 
reqoirements  in  the  midst  of  large  popalations.  The  small-pox 
spread  from  Byker  from  a  person  who  lived  in  one  or  two  rooms 
with  his  wife,  wife^s  mother,  and  five  or  six  children  ;  and  this  has 
cansed  an  expenditare  of  £6,000  or  £7,000  on  the  part  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee  to  stamp  oat  the  epidemic,  and  that  expendi^ 
tare  was  equal  to  six  or  seven  years  interest  upon  the  £30,000 
reqoired  to  provide  baths  and  wash-honses.  This  sabject  had  been 
lately  before  one  of  the  largest  wards  in  Newcastle — tfilswick— and 
was  supported  by  the  ratepayers ;  he  knew  that  the  people  of  West- 
gate  were  in  fa?oar  of  the  scheme  ;  and  Mr.  Birkett  knew  what  the 
people  of  Byker  thonght  aboat  the  sabject. 

Mr.  Bbll  said  he  woald  support  the  ameadment.  The  report  did 
oat  contain  the  information  reqaired.  He  was  quite  aware  that^ 
from  the  time  he  entered  the  Oonncil,  baths  and  wash-houses  were 
required  at  Elswick  ;  and  he  was  quite  prepared  to  support  that 
portion  of  the  report  relating  to  Elswick.  Before  sanctioning  such 
a  large  expenditare  the  Oouncil  should  know  what  sort  of  people 
need  the  present  baths,  when  they  were  used,  and  how  many  used 
them.  The  New  Boad  baths  were  in  the  ward  he  represented,  and 
the  population  were  chiefly  working  people ;  and,  although  within 
a  reasonable  distance  of  Byker,  the  receipts  were  only  12s.  a  day. 
If  figures  were  produced  showing  that  the  people  appreciated  the 
pubUc  baths,  the  Oouncil  were  bound  to  supply  baths,  e?en  though 
they  were  not  a  financial  success.  He  hoped  the  committee  would 
take  back  their  report  and  deal  with  each  district  separately. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stjephbnsoh,  speaking  in  regard  to  the  amendment, 
said  the  Oouncil  had  over  and  over  again  affirmed  the  desirability  of 
erecting  baths  and  wash-houses;  and  the  Oouncil  directed  the 
Finance  Oommittee  to  select  sites.  The  committee  took  consider- 
able trouble  in  selecting  sites.  Nothing  was  to  be  gained  by  delay ; 
and  he  therefore  hoped  Mr.  Bidhardson  would  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment and  let  the  work  be  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  Templb  said  Mr.  Ellis  had  stated  that  small-pox  spread 
from  Byker.    The  first  case  of  small-pox  was  in  All  Saints,  the 
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8€Gond  in  Westgate,  and  the  third,  whioh  oocarred  at  Bjker,  waa 
traced  to  a  honse  at  Gateshead. 

Hr.  JoBBPH  R  Elu8  :  Mr.  Temple  is  quoting  from  this  year's 
report  Small-pox  came  into  the  town  two  years  ago,  and  was 
imported  into  Byker  from  Antwerp. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith  saggested  that  the  report  of  the  committee 
should  be  divided  into  sections  and  each  part  be  dealt  with 
separately.  In  all  large  towns  baths  and  wash-houses  were  pro- 
Tided .  irrespective  of  their  being  financially  sucoessfuL  If  the 
Council  provided  additional  baths,  and  succeeded  in  earning  a  small 
interest  upon  the  outlay,  their  constituents  would  not  blame  them. 
The  sites  offered  were  dieap,  and,  if  not  now  taken  possession  of,  the 
cost  would  be  increased. 

Mr.  Laird  said  that  at  meetings  held  during  the  recent  municipal 
contest  in  Elswick  forests  of  hands  were  held  up  in  favour  of  baths 
and  wash-houses  being  provided.  He  believed  that  any  gentleman 
seeking  the  suflfrages  of  the  ratepayers  of  Elswick,  Westgate,  or 
Byker,  would  not  receive  the  support  of  the  constituents  unless  he 
pledgeid  himself  to  support  the  resolution  now  before  the  Council, 
BO  unanimous  was  the  desire  to  have  baths  and  wash-houses.  If  he 
could  take  members  of  the  Council  to  houses  occupied  by  poor 
people,  they  would,  as  a  matter  of  humanity,  no  longer  object  to 
carry  out  the  recommendations  of  the  committee.  The  amendment 
simply  meant  shelving  the  question  for  a  certain  time.  (*<  No.") 
Statistics  would  have  to  be  gathered,  and  that  would  cause  delay. 
A  new  town  had  sprung  up  east  of  the  New  Road ;  and  the  baths 
at  the  New  Road  were  out  of  the  way  of  that  population.  He  held 
that  baths,  properly  managed,  could  be  made  to  pay.  There  were 
few  large  towns  in  the  kingdom  that  he  had  not  visited  in  the  past 
ten  or  twelve  years,  and  he  thought  NewcaBtle  was  considerably 
behindhand  in  this  matter  compared  with  other  towns. 

Mr.  HxirzBLL  said  the  settlement  of  this  matter  had  been  delayed 
long  enough,  at  least  so  fur  as  concerned  the  constituency  which  he 
represented.  In  1872  the  Council  affirmed  the  desirability  of  pro- 
viding baths  and  wash-houses  in  Elswick  Ward ;  and  now,  in  1883, 
they  had  not  yet  been  provided.  The  late  Sheriff  raised  the  ques- 
tion again  five  years  ago,  and  the  only  objection  raised  at  that  time 
was  that  the  site  selected  was  not  large  enough.  Now  the  Council 
could  obtain  a  site  most  desirable  in  every  respect,  excepting  that  it 
was  a  little  west  from  the  centre  of  the  population.  He  did  not 
think  the  site  could  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Cruddas  except  for  a 
public  purpose.  Mr.  Carse  complained  that  25s.  a  square  yard  was 
too  much  to  pay  for  a  site.  The  committee  had  sought  all  over 
Elswick  Ward,  and  could  not  find  a  suitable  site  in  a  central 
position  except  this.  He  was  sorry  that  a  sanitary  reformer  like 
Mr.  Barkas  had  taken  objection  to  the  proposal  upon  financial 
grounds.    That  was  not  the  view  the  Council  should  take  of  such 
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ft  qpmtiaa.  Hie  Fminoe  Oommiltee  wore  inetnieted  to  edeot 
enitable  sites ;  end  the  onl j  question  the  Ooaneil  now  had  to  deoide 
was  whether  the  sites  recommended  were  snitable  or  not 

Mr.  FuBHiss  niged  that  the  amendment  should  be  withdrawn. 

Mr*  BiRKSTT  said  the  baths  and  wash-honse  at  New  Road  were 
of  no  nse  to  the  large  popnlation  at  Bjker.  All  classes  of  the 
population  at  Byker  were  anxious  to  hare  baths  and  wash-house 
established  in  their  midst  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  Aid.  HiDLvr  said  the  feeling  of  the  Oouneil  seemed  to  be  in 
fsvour  of  hsTing  this  question  settled  to-daj.  In  regard  to  the 
New  Boad  baths,  he  might  state  that  since  their  ereetion  nearly  all 
the  population  of  Sandgate  had  been  removed.  He  believed  hatha 
and  wash-houses  erected  in  populous  parts  of  the  town,  sneh  as 
Elswick  and  Byker,  would  pay  uie  ordinary  expenses  as  well  as  did 
the  establishment  at  Oallowgate. 

Mr.  BiOHABDBOH  said  he  did  not  wish  to  press  the  amendment 
against  the  feeling  of  the  OoundL  He  denied  that  his  object  had 
been  to  postpone  indefinitely  the  consideration  of  the  subject  He 
had  been  told  on  good  authority  that  the  existing  baths  were  not 
appreciated,  and  it  was  reasonable  to  think  baths  in  other  distrieta 
would  not  be  appreciated.  He  was  in  fsYOur  of  baths  and  wash- 
houses  being  provided  if  people  would  use  them. 

The  amendment  was  withdrawn,  and  the  motion  for  the  ccmfirma- 
tion  of  the  report  was  agreed  to. 

BALLAST  HILLS  BURIAL  OBOUHD. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  moved  the  confirmation  of  the  report  of  the 
Finance  Committee  recommending  the  laying  out  of  the  Ballast 
Hills  Burial  Ground  [p.  294].  He  said  the  cost  of  the  work  was 
estimated  at  £200,  and  a  balance  of  £47  in  the  hands  of  the  latA 
trustees,  would  be  handed  over  to  the  Corporation.  The  opening  of 
the  ground  to  the  large  population  in  the  district  would  be  as  great 
an  advantage  as  had  been  the  laying  out  and  opening  of  All  Sunts* 
Church  Yard. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephbvsov  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Wm .  Smith  :  What  will  be  the  annual  cost  after  it  is  opened  t 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  .  I  do  not  know.  I  believe  the  people  who 
occupy  the  cottage  will  keep  the  ground  in  order* 

Agreed  to. 

THB  oomroiL  ohambbb. 

Mr.  YouLL  said  he  hoped  the  Council  would  to-day  give  instruc- 
tions to  have  the  seats  in  the  Council  Chamber  altered. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  :  I  never  heard  so  well  as  to-day. 

Mr.  YouLL :  And  I  never  heaid  yon  wone. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


U8I.]  mWOAflTUi  OOUVOlIi.  3^7 

Mr.  Nkwtov  said  thmt  at  the  pnyimw  meetiiig  it  WM  decided  to 
allow  the  present  arrangement  to  he  tried  for  a  whilei  ontQ  the 
members  got  more  used  to  it,  and  eoold  express  an  opinion  upon  it. 
He  had  never  heard  the  aldermen  so  well  as  to-day. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbhsoh  urged  the  Gonnoil  to  trj  the  present 
arrangement  a  little  longer. 

Mr.  Aid.  Obbgsoh  :  I  move  that  the  seats  be  plaoed  aooording  to 
the  old  arrangement 

Mr.  Stbphivs  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  Anous  :  I  hope  it  will  be  uiderstood  that  more  aooom- 
modation  must  be  provided. 

Mr.  Aid.  Qbeoboh  :  Yes. 

Mr.  Ald«  WiLSOH  objeoted  to  the  motion  as  no  notice  of  it  was 
apon  the  agenda  paper. 

Mr.  Aid.  Grboboh  moved  the  suspension  of  the  standing  orders 
in  order  that  he  might  propose  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith  seconded  the  motion. 

The  motion  for  the  suspension  of  the  standing  orders  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gebosov  moved  that  the  seats  be  arranged  upon  the 
old  system,  with  an  increase  of  sitting  accommodation. 

Mr.  STKPHras  seconded  the  motion, 

Mr.  NiwTOV  said  a  committee  had  given  the  subject  a  great  deal 
of  consideration,  and,  if  the  Council  were  not  pleased  with  the 
present  arrangement,  the  committee  might  be  allowed  to  bring  in  a 
report  as  to  some  other  arrangement  of  the  seats.  There  had  been  a 
great  manj  expressions  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  old  arrangement. 

Mr.  "Ra^^iah  gaid  the  committee  to  which  Mr.  Newton  referred 
did  not  exist  The  present  arrangement  was  made  by  the  Finance 
Committee,  and  they  undertook  a  duty  they  had  no  business  to 
undertake ;  and  it  was  done  at  the  taU  end  of  a  meetuog  after  a 
large  number  <tf  members  had  left 

Mr.  Baowvn  sdd  the  new  arrangement  of  the  seats  had  not 
been  an  improvement  He  believed  the  room  was  to  blame ;  they 
would  not  get  a  perfect  arrangement  in  an  imperfect  room.  They 
wanted  a  new  Council  Chamber. 

The  Matob:  The  matter  had  better  be  referred  back  to  the 
finance  Committee. 

Mr.  Aid.  Cail  :  I  was  a  member  of  the  committee  to  which  the 
arrangement  of  the  Council  Chamber  was  referred  ;  but  I  never 
heard  or  knew  of  the  change  until  I  entered  the  room. 

The  Towv  Cuuul  :  It  was  done  by  the  Finance  Committee. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbduit  :  It  is  only  a  temporary  arrangement  nuida  by 
the  Fhianoe  Committee. 
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It  was  feaolYBd  to  rofer  the  qnaBtion  of  the  ammgemflnt  of  the 
Oonnoil  Chamber  to  the  Finance  Gommittee  for  connderatioii,  with 
power  to  settle  the  arrangement  of  the  Chamber. 

FOBSIOR  OATTLl  SAHATOBIUII  AT  ST.  LAWRKVCB. 

Mr.  Aid.  HsDLET  moved  the  oonfirmmtion  of  the  report  of  the 
Finance  Committee  recommending  the  constmction  of  a  foreign 
cattle  sanstoriam  at  St  Lawrence  f  p.  295].  He  said  the  nmnber 
of  foreign  cattle  coming  to  Newcastle  was  now  so  great  that  thej 
conld  not  be  accommodated  at  the  existing  sanatorium.  The 
number  of  cattle  often  exceeded  3,000  per  week  ;  and  one  week 
the  number  was  3,400;  and  all  had  to  be  examined  before  thej 
could  be  sent  to  market  The  Corporation,  fortunately,  were  in 
possession  of  a  piece  of  ground  bought  some  time  ago  as  a  site  for  a 
sanatorium  for  cattle  from  scheduled  countries,  but  animals  had  not 
arrived  from  these  countries,  it  had  been  determined  to  erect  on  a 
portion  of  the  ground  sheds  to  accommodate  830  cattle  and  450 
sheep  brought  from  unscheduled  countrie&  Having  explained  the 
arrangement  of  the  proposed  sheds,  he  said  the  Corporation  received 
a  large  income  from  the  sanatorium.  Newcastle  market  was  one  of 
the  most  important  in  England,  and  it  was  important  that  it  should 
be  kept  well  supplied  with  cattle.  Owing  to  Uie  want  of  aooommo- 
dation  at  the  present  sanatorium,  cattle  had  to  be  kept  on  board 
steamers  sometimes  for  twentj-four  hours  until  previous  lots  had 
been  examined  and  sent  out  of  the  sanatorium.  The  Government 
authorities  had  served  the  Corporation  with  notice  to  the  effect  that| 
if  accommodation  were  not  provided  for  cattlci  they  would  be 
stopped  from  coming  to  the  town. 

Mr*  Ajtdkbsiv  seconded  the  motion.  He  strongly  urged  the 
necessity  there  was  for  having  tiie  sanatorium  at  Bt.  Lawrence 
completed  as  soon  as  possible.  Inconvenient  as  it  might  be  for 
steamers  to  stop  at  6t.  Lawrence  to  land  cattle,  it  would  be  better 
than  keeping  them  for  hours  on  board  the  steamers.  Owing  to  the 
want  of  accommodation  at  the  present  sanatorium  sometimes  twenty- 
four  hours  passed  before  cattle  could  be  discharged  fifom  steamers; 
and,  out  of  eleven  steamers  which  arrived  between  Saturday  and 
Sunday  afternoon  last,  seven  were  detained  for  from  five  to  fourteen 
hours  because  of  the  want  of  accommodation.  The  impertation  of 
foreign  cattle  to  Newcastle  had  greatly  increased.  In  the  year 
ended  September  80, 1876,  the  number  of  fordgn  cattle  imported 
W88  39,592 ;  and  this  year  the  numbers  were  84,738  cattle,  68«869 
sheep,  and  15,176  pigs ;  and  the  revenue  derived  by  the  dty  from 
the  dues  connected  with  cattle  was  not  far  short  of  £15,000  a  year. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  unanimously.^ 

THB  OALAiaTT  AT  SUNDBBLAXTD. 

Mr.  Wm.  Suth  proposed  that  the  Mayor  forward  to  the  Town 
Ooundl  of  Sunderland  an  exfrnssion  of  the  sympathy  of  this 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


VBWOABTIiS  OOUNOIL. 


329 


Oooneil  witk  tbe  reUtiTes  of  tbe  children  killed  at  the  ViotoriA 
HaH,  Snndeiiand,  on  Jnne  16. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hm>&BT  ieoonded  the  motioa 

Agreed  to. 

THB  AVALTST^S  BIPOKT. 

The  Towv  Ouek  presented  the  following  report  of  the  Pnblic 
AnalyBt : — 

Vtmu^ArfUU,  OiAnUtted^  '  Retutt ^ Anai^tU, 

mxk 

do. 
Whisky 


do. 

Bom 

Gm 

Whiiky 

Gia 

Bum 

Whiiky 

RmB 

Whisky 

Bum 

Bread 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

da 
VUmr 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

da 

da 


By  an  Officer  Genuine.  Salary  of 

aoting  under  the     Genuine,  but  of  poor  qualitT.  i^OO  per 

direction  of  the      Water  Mded  until  strength  annum  for 

was  287  7.  under  nro^.  whieh  Gas 

Water  added  until  sirenffth  and  Water 

was  46*2  7e  under  pro<n.         axe  also 

Water  added  until  strength  regular^ 
was  467  7*  under  proof. 
Genuine. 


Corporation, 
da 

do. 


do. 
da 
da 
da 
do. 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
do. 
do. 
da 
do, 
da 
da 
do. 
da 
da 
do. 
da 
da 


da 
do. 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
do. 
da 
do. 
do. 
do. 
da 
da 
do. 
da 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Total  number  of  samples  analysed  daring  the  quarter,  S7. 
July  3rd,  1888.  (Signed)     John  Pattikson,  Pnblio  Amlyat. 

BTKIB  BBinOl. 

Mr.  Babkas  presented  the  following  memorial,  signed  by  between 
200  and  300  large  ratepayers  :— 

ib  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  CouneUhrs  of  (he  OUy  OomeU  pf 
NnocasUe'Upon'Tifne. 

Gentlemen,— This  memorial  of  the  citizens,  ratepayers,  and  freeholders  of 
the  city  of  Kewoastle-npon-Tyne, 

HtnoLT  Shbwbxb  :  That  your  memorialistB  view  with  alarm  the  per* 
sistent  efforts  (as  we  believe)  of  a  minority  of  our  fellow  citizens,  to  force 
upon  yoar  honourable  Council  the  purchase  of  the  structure  styled  the  Qyker 
Bcid^,  notwithstanding  that  it  is  only  available  for  the  accommodation  of 
a  limited  number  of  inhabitants  reaidiiig  east  of  the  Onsebum,  and  that  a 
great  portion  of  the  ^pulation  in  the  Byker  district  reside  too  far  from  the 
nidge  to  benefit  by  its  use. 

That  your  memorialists  respectfully  remind  your  honourable  body,  that 
they  are  already  heavily  rated ;  and  that  the  burden  of  the  rate  to  meet  this 
enormona  ezpenditore^  requiiite  for  the  purcdiaie  of  the  bridge^  would  liJl 

X  1 
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upon  ninetoeii-tire&tielihi  of  your  0Qn8titaeiiqy»  ta  whom  tiie  Ividge  would 
be  of  no  value  whatever ;  and  that,  if  ita  value  was  not  diapnted,  it  is 
onanitable  for  the  general  traffic  of  a  large  city»  it  ia  too  narrow,  and,  in  the 
event  of  a  la^  tnffio,  dangenma ;  to  obviate  which,  it  would  require  a 
lam  expenditure  of  money,  over  and  above  the  purohaae  price. 

Your  memorialiata  reapectfully  submit  that^  indnding  the  bridge  toll,  the 
public  are  carried  to  and  from  Byker,  by  tram-car,  »t  a  trifling  extra  ooat  <A 
one  half -penny  more  than  the  public  are  carried  to  any  other  part  of  tba 
tram*car  ayatean,  and  for  one  half  •peony  leas  than  the  public  have  to  pav» 
who  reside  upon  the  Goaforth  route,  and  that  the  B^ker  route  ia  the  only 
one  on  the  tram-car  service  where  the  penny  tariff  is  in  vogue. 

Tour  memorialiata  therefore  maintain  that  the  only  penona  whom  a  free 
bridge  would  benefit,  are  the  landlorda  and  owners  of  property,  who  would 
raise  their  rents,  and  counteract  any  small  pecuniary  advantage  the  paUio 
would  gain  by  a  free  bridge. 

We,  therefore,  hoi|e  your  honourable  Council  will  weU  consider  the 
intereats  of  your  petitioners,  before  committing  the  dty  to  so  costly  a  pro- 
ject ;  and  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray. 

Mr.  Tbmplb  said  he  had  giyen  notice  of  the  following  motion  : — 
'<  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Gooncil  it  is  desirable  that  the  Byker 
Bridge  should  be  aoqoired  by  the  Gorporation  with  a  view  to  its 
being  ultimately  thrown  open  free  to  tiie  publio,  and  that  one  of  the 
Standing  Committees  be  requested  to  ascertain  upon  what  terms  the 
Byker  Bridge  Company  will  transfer  their  undertaking  to  the  Cor- 
poration, and  report  thereon  to  the  Coundl.'*  He  said  that  if  it  were 
the  wish  of  the  Council  he  would  not  propose  the  motion  of  which 
he  had  given  notice,  but  would  move  in  ite  place  the  amendment  of 
which  Mr.  Carse  had  given  notice,  and  so  save  the  time  of  the  Council^ 

The  Matob  :  Will  you  move  Mr.  Oarse*8  amendment  as  a  sub- 
stantive motion  7 

Mr.  Tbmplb  :  Yes.  I  move  '^  That  a  special  committee,  con- 
sisting of  a  member  of  the  Council  for  each  ward  in  the  city,  and  two 
aldermen  be  appointed  to  inquire  into,  and  report  as  to  (a)  the 
necessity  for  increased  modes  of  communication  witii  Byker  district^ 
and  (6)  the  best  method  of  securing  that  increase,  should  it  be  found 
necessary.'* 

Mr.  Caasb  seconded  the  motion.  He  said  he  was  glad  Mr. 
Temple  had  adopted  this  course.  His  proposal  was  so  reasonable — 
first  to  have  an  enquiry,  and  then,  if  the  necessity  for  a  bridge  was 
proved,  to  consider  how  it  should  be  provided— that  the  Gooncil 
could  not  object  to  it. 

Mr.  Aid.  Obbosoh  :  I  object  to  this  altogether.  This  will  delude 
a  number  of  silly  individuals  with  false  hopes. 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Tbmplb  proposed  that  the  committee  consist  of  the  following 
members  of  the  Council: — ^Aldermen  Wilson  and  Hedley,  and 
Councillors  Winter,  Carse,  Wm.  Smith,  Belly  Barkas,  Richardson, 
Joseph  B.  Ellis,  Henzell,  and  Temple. 

Mr.  Oabsb  seconded  the  motion, 

Ageted  to. 
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Mr.  TuiPLi  pTopofled: — <<  Thai  in  the  opinion  of  the  Oonnoil  it  is 
desirable  that  the  nomber  of  Wards  in  the  Oity,  and  also  the  nomber 
of  GonndUors  assigned  to  each  Ward,  should  be  reconsidered  and 
altered,  so  as  to  secure  a  better  representation  of  the  Ratepayers  in 
the  Ck>anGil.'* 

The  Matob  said  the  Town  Olerk  had  told  him  that  nothing  could 
be  done  under  this  motion,  and  was  it  worth  while  to  take  up  tiie 
time  of  the  Oouncil  in  discussing  it  ? 

Mr.  Tbmplb  said  he  believed  the  motion  was  drawn  up  with  the 
consent  of  the  Town  Olerk,  whom  he  consulted  before  placing  it  upon 
the  agenda  paper. 

The  TowH  Olubk  said  that  what  he  stated  to  the  Major  was 
that,  although  the  Oouncil  could  express  an  opinion  upon  the  subject, 
he  did  not  think  that,  as  the  law  now  stood,  the  number  of  coun- 
dllors  of  the  wards  could  be  altered  unless  the  wards  were  also 
altered.  A  bill  had  been  introduced  into  Parliament  bj  Mr.  Fowler, 
and  if  that  bill  were  carried — he  did  not  think  it  woold  be  carried 
this  session — ^the  representation  of  wards  could  be  altered. 

Mr«  Aid.  Btbpbxhsoh  said  that,  as  the  Town  Olerk  stated,  the 
OouncU  had  no  power  to  alter  the  representation;  but  any  ward 
dissatisfied  with  its  present  representation,  and  baring  more  than 
2,000  electors,  could,  if  two-thurds  of  the  electors  signed  a  petition 
to  the  Queen  in  Oouncil,  get  a  commissioner  sent  down  to  hold  an 
enquiry,  and,  if  in  the  judgment  of  the  commissioner  and  the  Queen 
in  Oouncil  an  alteration  were  necessary,  an  alteration  might  be 
made. 

The  Town  Olibx  said  there  was  no  power  to  re-distribute  the 
present  councillors  among  the  existing  wards.  There  undoubtedly 
was  power  to  alter  the  divisions  of  the  wards,  and  also  to  alter  the 
councillors  for  the  altered  wards ;  but,  as  tiie  wards  now  stood, 
they  could  not  re-distribute  the  councillors  among  them. 

Mr.  Aid.  Btiphxnsoh:  The  Act  under  which  the  Queen  in  Oouncil 
can  proceed  distinctly  provides  that,  as  far  as  possible,  the  existing 
members  of  the  Oouncil  shall  be  allocated  to  the  altered  warda 

Mr.  Tbmplb  :  What  am  I  to  dof 

The  Matob:  After  what  has  been  said  it  would  be  a  waste  of  time 
to  discuss  the  motion. 

Mr.  Tbmplb  :  I  agree  it  would  be  a  waste  of  time,  but  it  would 
secure  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  Oouncil. 

The  Matob  :  Nothing  can  be  done  without  altering  the  wards, 
and  is  it  likely  we  can  idter  the  wards  7 

Mr.  BnowNB  suggested  that  the  motion  stand  over  for  a  month, 
and  Mr.  Temple  codd  consider  what  should  be  dona 

The  suggestion  of  Mr*  Browne  was  agreed  to. 
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Xn  8IUB0TI0H  OF  MATOBH  A9D  8SIBOT8. 

Mr.  AM.  Yotnro  proposed  the  following  resolntton : — *'  ThBt  with 
a  view  to  inmire  nnanimity  when  the  Mayor  and  Sheriff  hare  to  be 
elected,  a  preliminary  oonferenee  of  the  memberB  of  thifi  Ooimdl 
shall  be  held  about  the  third  week  in  October  in  every  year,  on  such 
day  as  the  Mayor  may  appoint,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  who 
shall  fill  those  respeotiTe  offices  on  the  following  9th  I^ovember." 
He  said  his  object  in  proposing  this  resolntion  was  to  secure  mm* 
nimity  in  the  filling  jip  of  the  offices  of  Mayor  and  Sheriff ;  and  an 
additional  argmnent  in  faroor  of  adopting  the  coarse  he  suggested 
was  that  the  Municipal  Oonsolidation  Act  gaye  the  Gouncil  power 
to  elect  a  gentleman  outside  the  Council  to  the  office  of  Mayor. 

Mr.  Bbowhb  seconded  the  resolution,  and  suggested  that  the  con- 
ference should  be  held  in  the  second  week  of  October. 

The  Match  :  The  electioii  of  councillors  takes  place  on  Norember 
l8t|  and  a  meeting  held  before  November  1st  might  not  compriae 
all  th9  councillorB  elected  on  November  1st. 

Mr.  BiOBAUDsoH  :  It  would  be  inoperatiya 
Mr.  Bbowhb  :  It  is  done  at  other  places. 
Mr.  Gbboson  :  I  object  to  the  motion.     Why  should  the  Council 
be  muzzled  ?    Why  should  the  Council  be  made  a  caucus  ? 

Mr.  Aid.  You»a :  There  cannot  be  a  caucus  when  the  wbcde 
Council  will  be  present. 

Mr.  Cabsi  hoped  the  design  of  the  moyer  would  produce  a  good 
result  Nothing  could  be  more  painful  than  to  have  friends  going 
about  asking  members  what  they  were  doing  in  regard  to  the  offices 
of  Mayor  ao^  Sheriff.  It  would  be  better  to  have  a  meettz^  a  few 
days  before  November  9th,  and  consider  who  should  be  eleetod. 

Mr.  BiOHABDSOBr :  No  hole  and  comer  meeting. 

Mr.  Tbmpls  :  If  we  all  met  here  it  still  would  not  prevent 
touting  and  button-holing. 

Mr.  Hbhzbll  asked  whether,  if  the  resolution  were  carried,  the 
decision  of  the  conference  would  be  binding. 

Mr.  Aid.  TouNO :  It  cannot  be  binding. 

The  Matob  :  Do  you  wish  the  motion  put  or  withdrawn  ? 

Mr.  Aid.  TouBO :  I  have  no  strong  wish  in  tha  motiMi  at  all. 

The  Mayor  :  The  moticm  is  withdrawn. 

THB  KBBLMAH'S  HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  Nbwtob  asked  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  ''  to  explain  the  action  of 
the  Town  Improvement  Committee  in  taking  possession  of  the  land, 
and  seriously  damaging  the  building,  vested  in  the  Trustees  of  the 
Keelman's  Hospital  Society  of  Newcastle-upon-Tjme,  wittiout  having 
previously  obtained  permission  from  the  ssld  aocMty."     He  said  he 
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had  hoped  that  the  appearance  on  the  agenda  paper  of  the  notice  of 
tbifl  qneetion  wonld  have  acted  as  a  Btimnlns  to  the  Alderman  to  get 
the  work  to  which  it  referred  done.  If  the  Town  Improvement  Oom- 
mittee  wonld  show  they  were  willing  and  anzioos  to  do  their  best 
to  meet  the  Keelman*s  Company,  he  wonld  not  press  this  matter. 
He  adyised  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  to  be  yery  explicit  in  giving  the  informa- 
tion, as  he  (Mr.  Newton)  had  the  correspondence  on  both  sides. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  said  he  had  his  answer  written,  and  it  was  as 
follows : — ''  It  was  not  anticipated  that  the  new  street  works  wonld 
canse  any  interference  with  the  Keelman's  Hospital,  except  an 
alteration  of  the  access  to  it  from  the  New  Road.  During  the  pro- 
gress of  the  works,  however,  in  the  early  part  of  last  year  it  was 
not  considered  safe  that  a  portion  of  the  bnilding  should  be  occupied 
for  a  time,  and  arrangements  were  made,  which  were  perfectly  satis- 
factory,  that  the  inmates  of  that  portion  should  temporarily  occupy 
rooms  which  were  provided  for  them ;  and  when  all  danger  was 
over  those  inmates  returned  to  their  apartments  in  the  HospitaL 
Later  in  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  to  make  nmilar  arrange- 
ments with  regard  to  another  portion  of  the  building.  Unfortunately, 
the  work  caused  this  portion  uf  the  building  to  ML  This,  however, 
will  be  rebuilt  as  soon  as  possible,  and  the  Hospital  restored  to  its 
former  condition."  Everything  was  done  except  removing  the 
hoarding.  The  committee  had  the  permismon  of  the  Council  to 
carry  out  the  alteration. 

Mr.  Newton  said  the  reply  was  satisfactory  to  a  certain  extent, 
but  not  entirely  so.  He  moved  that  a  report  be  presented  by  the 
Town  Improvement  Committee  to  this  Council  at  its  next  sitting, 
stating  the  position  of  the  negotiations  between  themselves  and  the 
trustees  of  the  Keelman's  Hospital.  He  was  very  loath  to  suggest 
anything  of  a  controversial  or  unpleasant  character ;  but  he  would 
remind  the  Council  that  the  Keelman's  Hospital  was  an  exceptional 
society.  The  society  was  established  by  the  keelmen  themselves  for 
their  own  benefit.  In  connection  with  the  negotiations  between  the 
Town  Improvement  Committee  and  the  Trustees  during  the  past 
twelve  months,  sometimes  the  representatives  of  the  Hospital  had 
been  courteously  received,  sometimes  their  letters  had  been  put  into 
the  waste  paper  basket,  and  sometimes  the  representatives  had  been 
almost  kicked  out  of  the  Town  HaU.  The  Alderman  had  stated 
that  the  people  had  been  restored  to  their  dwellings.  That  was  not 
the  case.  The  company  had  a  lease  from  the  Corporation  which 
would  expire  a  few  years  hence ;  it  was  a  concurrent  lease  for  100 
years,  and  might,  or  might  not  be  renewed.  The  ground  which  the 
Town  Improvement  Committee  bad  taken  was  not  included  in  that 
lease;  and,  through  the  action  of  the  committee,  the  matter  had  got 
into  the  lawyer's  hands.  If  the  committee  showed  a  spirit  of 
conciliation,  and  approached  the  trustees  of  the  Hospital  in  a  spirit 
of  courtesy,  litigation  would  be  avoided,  and  the  matter  would  be 
arranged  in  an  amicable  manner. 
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Mr.  Bbll  seoonded  the  motion. 
Agreed  to. 

Ezimrsiov  of  thb  tramwats. 

Mr.  HoLHBS  had  giren  notice  of  his  intention  to  propose  the 
following  motion  : — *^  That  the  Town  Improvement  Ck>mmittee  be 
instmcted  to  negotiate  with  the  Tramway  Lessees  for  the  workmg 
hy  them  of  the  proposed  Tramway  from  the  Central  Station  along 
Oollingwood  Street,  Mosley  Street,  and  Pilgprim  Street,  to  the  foot 
of  Northumberland  Street,  included  in  the  £iproyemeat  Act  of  last 
Session,  with  a  view  to  snoh  tramway  being  at  onoe  laid  down." 
He  said  that>  from  what  he  oould  learn,  he  believed  the  subject  of 
his  intended  resolution  was,  to  some  extent,  being  dealt  with  in  an 
indirect  fashion.  He  asked  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  whether  it  was  true 
that  the  Town  Improvement  Committee  or  the  snb-oommittee  who 
had  the  matter  in  hand,  were  about  to  lay  down  a  tramway  from  the 
Central  Railway  Station,  along  Collingwood  and  Mosley  Streets, 
and  on  to  the  new  street  at  Pandon. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wii^oK  said  the  snlnsommittee  of  the  Town  Improve- 
ment Committee  were  considering  the  subject  with  a  view  to  laying 
upon  the  new  street  the  rails  which  were  on  hand,  but  nothing  had 
been  decided  as  to  laying  raUs  from  the  Central  Station  along 
Collingwood  and  Mosley  Streets.  His  own  opinion  was  that  tfas 
committee  and  the  Council  would  have  to  very  carefully  considsr 
whether  a  tramway  should  be  laid  down  in  Mosley  Street  There  was 
a  large  traffic  down  Grey  and  Dean  Streets.  There  was  a  consider- 
able gradient  down  each  part  of  Mosley  Street  to  Grey  Street ;  and  it 
was  tiie  custom  of  drivers  to  drive  down  a  hill  at  a  gallop  in  order  to 
get  up  the  opposite  incline  more  easily ;  and  he  thought  a  tramway 
in  Mosley  Street  would  be  fraught  with  great  inconvenience  and 
danger. 

Mr.  HoLUs  said  he  did  not  see  what  good  would  result  from 
putting  down  rails  in  the  new  street  if  they  were  not  to  be  con- 
nected in  a  direct  way  with  the  tramway  system  at  the  Oentnl 
Station.  The  gradient  up  Westgate  Hill  was  steeper  and  longer 
than  that  at  Mosley  Street,  and  none  of  the  inconvenience  or 
dangers  prognosticated  had  been  realised. 

Mr.  Wml  Smith  :  Several  accidents  have  occurred  on  Westgate  HilL 

Mr.  HoLHBS  :  But  not  of  a  serious  character. 

Mr.  Wm .  Smith  :  Very  serious. 

Mr.  HoLVBS  thought  that,  with  care  on  the  part  of  tram-csr 
drivers,  no  danger  would  arise  from  the  tramway  being  oonstrueted 
fJong  Mosley  Street  past  the  bottom  of  Grey  Street  The  Central 
Station  was  the  centre  of  the  tramway  system,  and  it  would  be  a 
necessity  to  lay  rails  along  Collingwood  and  Mosley  Streets  to 
connect  the  system  with  the  lines  on  the  new  road  at  Pandon ;  and 
he  would  like  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  to  promise  that  the  conunitlee 
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would,  SB  early  ts  possible,  take  into  their  consideration  the  question 
of  laying  tramway  rails  along  those  streets. 

Mr.  Obat  :  Has  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  any  reason  to  snppose  that  the 
lessees  will  work  this  line  when  laid  ? 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  said  he  wonld  bring  the  whole  question  before 
the  Town  Improvement  Committee,  who  would  report  to  the 
OounoU.  They  would  hare  to  consider  whether  Pilgrim  Street 
might  not  be  the  best  route  and  gradient  to  form  a  junction  with 
the  new  eastern  street.  It  would  be  folly  to  lay  down  lines  of  tram- 
way unless  there  was  a  prospect  of  letting  them,  and  the  committee 
must  take  good  eare  to  have  an  agreement  with  the  present  lessees, 
or  some  other  persons  to  work  any  new  lines  before  asking  the 
Council  to  sanction  the  laying  down  of  rails. 

Mr.  HouiBS  :  I  think  the  route  I  have  indicated  would  be  one  of 
the  best  paying  lines. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  I  agree  with  you.  The  yery  first  time  I  rode 
down  Westgate  Hill  tramway  the  car  ran  amain,  and  a  horse  and 
laden  cart  were  pitched  on  to  the  foot  path. 

Mr.  HoLMBS:  Still  cars  are  being  run  upon  that  line. 

Mr.  YouLL  said  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  had  said  there  must  be  an 
agreement  entered  into  with  ''  the  present  lessees  or  some  other 
persona"  He  supposed  from  that  that  the  Council  could  let 
portions  of  lines  to  other  lessees.  One  of  the  strongest  arguments 
used  by  gentlemen  who  advocated  the  termination  of  the  new  street 
being  at  the  Arcade,  was  that  the  tramway  could  be  extended  from  the 
Central  Station  on  to  the  new  street,  and  so  have  a  continuous  tram- 
way direct  from  the  east  to  the  west  end  of  the  town.  The  question 
of  the  gradient  of  Mosley  Street  was  referred  to  over  and  over  again ; 
and,  but  for  the  impetuosity  of  gentlemen  anxious  to  have  the  street 
formed  at  the  expense  of  the  Corporation,  without  considering  care- 
fully the  difficulty  now  raised  by  the  Town  Improvement  Committee 
in  regard  to  tramways,  the  west  end  of  the  new  street  wonld  not 
bare  terminated  where  it  now  did,  but  would  have  been  lower  down 
Pilgrim  Street  and  been  taken  over  Dean  Street  by  a  bridge. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  I  have  not  been  speaking  on  behalf  of  the 
committee.  I  simply  promise  the  Council  that  I  will  bring  the 
subject  before  the  committee,  and  report  to  the  Council. 

Mr.  BoWDEN  :  Report  at  an  early  date  I  hope. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  Yes,  at  an  early  date. 

WOOD  PAVBMENT. — TEN  SANDHILL. 

Mr.  Holmes  proposed  the  following  motion  : — **  That  in  order 
to  obviate  in  some  degree  the  annoyance  of  noise,  &c.,  complained 
of  by  merchants  and  others,  at  the  Sandhill,  the  Town  Improvement 
Committee  be  requested  to  at  once  pave  the  Sandhill,  and  the 
approaches  thereto,  with  wood."    He  said  he  had  consulted  no 
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member  of  the  Oonncil  in  regard  to  this  matter ;  and  he  had  not 
been  prompted  to  bring  forwud  this  motion  bj  any  person  who  had 
property  or  offices  at  the  Sandhill  He  was  actuated  solely  by  his  own 
conviction  of  what  was  best  for  the  public  conrenience,  which  was 
pressed  upon  his  mind  by  the  remarks  made  in  regard  to  removing 
the  carts  and  waggons  from  the  Sandhill  to  the  open  area  opposite 
the  Fish  Market  There  were  strong  objections  to  the  removal  of 
the  carts  and  waggons  from  the  Sandhill,  bat  he  thought  the  com- 
plaints as  to  noise  made  by  gentlemen  who  had  offioes  on  the 
Sandhill  might  be  met  by  paving  the  Sandhill  with  wood.  It  was 
admitted  that  the  laying  of  wood  pavement  minimised  the  noise 
arising  from  the  traffic  on  streets.  In  all  large  towns  where  traffic 
was  heavy  wood  pavement  had  been  adopted  in  streets  where 
the  snppression  of  noise  was  greatly  desired ;  and  he  believed  the 
experiment  had  been  sncoessfdl,  and  had  added  to  the  comfort  of  the 
gentlemen  carrying  on  business  in  the  streets.  He  did  not  know 
what  the  expense  of  carrying  out  his  proposal  would  be ;  but  that  • 
was  a  question  for  the  consideration  of  the  Town  Improvement 
Oommittee  and  the  Engineer. 

Mr.  Wml  Smith  said  he  was  in  favour  of  Mr.  Holmes's  pro- 
posal, but  suggested  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Town  Improvement 
Committee  to  consider,  as  it  would  be  scarcely  right  to  impose  extra 
expenditure  upon  the  committee  without  allowing  them  an  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  the  subject  The  merchants  who  had  offices 
upon  the  Sandhill  were  large  ratepayers,  and  were  entitled  to  have 
this  matter  attended  to. 

Mr.  Babkab  said  two  experiments  with  wood  pavement  were 
being  tried — one  in  the  Oloth  Market,  and  the  other  in  New  Bridge 
Street  The  portion  of  the  pavement  in  New  Bridge  Street  which 
had  been  three  years  laid,  was  very  much  worn,  and  the  portion  laid 
for  two  years  was  less  worn.  A  wood  pavement  was  expensive, 
and  by  the  small  experience  of  it  in  Newcastle,  was  not  durabla 
It  was  an  open  question  whether  they  should  try  more  experiments 
until  they  saw  the  results  of  the  Uter  experiment  alongside  the 
Town  Hall.  The  wood  pavement  in  the  Cloth  Market  seemed  to 
be  less  worn  than  that  in  New  Bridge  Street  As  to  the  sanitary 
view  of  the  matter,  he  did  not  know  whether  wood  pavement  was 
as  good  as  stone  pavement.  The  wood  pavement  received  the  ofial 
and  fluids  from  horses  and  other  animals,  and  in  warm  weather  the 
effluvium  from  the  pitch  was  offensive.  ("  No,  na")  The  effluvium 
might  be  wholesome  in  regard  to  health,  but  it  was  offensive  as  to  smell. 

Mr.  Browns  said  he  never  remembered  a  question  regarding 
paving  brought  directly  before  the  Council.  He  thought  it  a 
question  for  the  Town  Improvement  Committee  to  deal  with. 

Mr.  Oarsi  said  the  question  had  been  before  the  Town  Improve- 
ment Committee,  and  he  was  sure  if  Mr.  Holmes  knew  how  anxious 
the  committee  were  to  do  everything  they  could  to  meet  the  wibbes 
of  the  inhabitantSy  he  would  not  bring  this  motion  forward. 
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Mr.  C.  S.  Smith  said  the  Town  Improyement  Ck)mmittee  were 
boand  to  send  in  an  estimate  of  their  expenditure  every  year.  The 
ooBt  of  paring  the  Sandhill  with  wood  was  not  inchtded  in  the 
estimate  for  the  present  year,  and  therefore  it  was  impossible  for  the 
committee  to  undertake  the  work  this  year. 

Mr.  Aid.  HxnLBT  :  I  hope  the  committee  will  keep  within  their 
estimate, 

Mr.  Tbkplb  said  he  believed  it  was  originally  proposed  to  pave 
wiUi  wood  only  the  portion  of  New  Bridge  Street  opposite  the  IVee 
Library,  but  it  was  ultimately  agreed  to  extend  the  wood  pavement 
to  Trafalgar  Street  Part  of  the  pavement  was  of  pitch  pine»  and 
in  his  opinion  that  part  of  the  pavement  had  never  got  a  fair  chance ; 
it  was  only  laid  down  on  the  tramway,  and  the  other  portion  of  the 
street  was  paved  with  stone  blocks.  The  whole  of  the  heavy  traffic 
was  on  the  tramway  section  of  the  road.  The  other  portion  of  the 
street  was  laid  with  English  beech  blocks,  and  a  greater  snr&ce  was 
exposed  to  the  traffic,  and  this  part  had  not  yet  had  a  fair  trial  In  his 
opinion  it  would  be  unwise  to  pave  any  large  area  with  wood  until 
they  had  had  more  experience  of  the  wood  pavements  already  laid 
down. 

Mr.  WiKTU  said  that  when  the  question  of  re-paving  the  Olose 
was  under  the  consideration  of  the  committee,  it  was  proposed  to 
lay  down  there  and  on  the  Sandhill  a  pavement  of  womI,  but  the 
present  City  Engineer  advised  the  committee  that,  owing  to  the 
traffic  being  of  so  heavy  a  nature,  wood  pavement  would  not  serve  the 
purpose^  He  (Mr.  Winter)  did  not  think  it  would  be  advisable  to 
use  wood  pavement  on  the  Sandhill. 

Mr.  BiOHABDsoH  said  he  had  an  office  on  the  Sandhill,  and, 
perhaps,  he  had  a  right  to  speak  in  regard  to  the  motion.  He 
urged  that  something  be  done  in  the  way  suggested  by  Mr. 
Holmes  on  sanitary  grounds,  as  well  as  on  the  gromid  of  lessening 
the  excessive  noise.  Any  one  who  had  been  on  the  Sandhill  during 
the  past  week  or  fortnight,  when  the  weather  was  hot^  must  have 
felt  the  offensive  and  injurious  stench  arising  from  the  urine  of  the 
horses,  which  had  got  into  the  niches  between  stones.  The 
telephone  was  connected  with  the  bulk  of  offices  now,  but  the  noise 
on  &e  Sandhill  was  so  excessive  that  sometimes  for  ten  minutes  at 
a  time  the  telephone  could  not  be  used. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stxphsnsoh  said  he  had  an  office  in  the  same  building 
as  Mr.  Richardson,  and  he  could  support  every  word  Mr.  Richardson 
had  said.  The  subject  should  be  referred  to  the  Town  Improve- 
ment Oommittee  to  deal  with  as  they  thought  best 

Mr.  Holmes  said  he  would  agree  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  Town 
Improvement  Oommittee  to  consider  and  report  uponw 

The  motion  was  withdrawn,  and  the  subject  was  referred  to  the 
Town  Improyement  Conmiittee. 

ul 
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PROPOSED  SHIP  OANAL  TO  THR  80LWAT  FIRTH. 

The  following  notioe  of  motion  stood  on  the  agenda  in  Mr. 
Diokinson's  name  : — *<  To  move  that  a  special  committee  be  ^- 
pointed  to  confer  with  the  River  Tjne  Gommissionefs  for  the  par- 
pose  of  ascertaining  the  feasibilitj  or  otherwise  of  constracting  » 
ship  canal  connecting  Newcastle  and  diBtriot  with  the  Solway  Firth, 
and  report  to  the  Oonncil." 

Mr.  Brownb  said  Mr.  Dickinson  was  now  a  member  of  the  Tfne 
Commission,  and  conld  bring  this  subiect  before  the  Oommissioner& 
Mr.  Dickinson  was  not  present,  and  he  moved  that  the  motion  be 
stmck  off  the  agenda  paper. 

Mr.  BiciTH  seconded  the  motion. 

The  Mayor  :  It  is  stmck  oat. 

PROPOSED  EBGREATIOH  OROUHD  ON  THE  KUHS*  MOOR. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Elus  had  placed  the  following  motion  apon  the 
agenda  paper : — <<  That  the  Town  Moor  Management  Conmiittee  be 
requested  to  negotiate  with  the  Stewards  of  the  Freemen  for  the 
inclosing  and  laying  oat  of  25  acres  of  the  Nans'  Moor  for  the  ose 
and  recreation  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  west  end  of  the  city,  and 
report  thereon  to  the  OoanciL"  He  said  he  had  not  expected 
that  the  motion  woald  be  reached  to-day,  and  he,  therefore,  was  not 
prepared  to  go  into  the  sabject  as  fally  as  he  woald  like  to.  A 
motion  was  carried  abont  two  years  ago  in  the  Ooandl  agreeing  to 
make  provision  in  the  last  Parliamentary  Bill  to  divide  the  85  acres  of 
land  to  be  taken  apon  the  Town  Moor ;  bat  there  now  seemed  to  be  a 
wish  on  the  part  of  a  namber  of  gentlemen  to  retain  the  85  acres  on 
the  Town  Moor.  Everybody  admitted  that  the  west  end  of  Newcastle 
shoald  have  more  recreation  groand  provided.  He  woald  place 
himself  in  the  hands  of  the  Conncil,  and  either  allow  the  considera- 
tion of  this  sabject  to  stand  over,  or  agree  to  refer  it  to  the  Town 
Moor  Management  Oommittee,  to  consider  and  report  apon. 

Mr.  Stephens  :  I  second  the  referring  ofthis  sabject  to  the  Town 
Moor  Management  Oommittee, 
The  Mayor  :  What  to  do  7 
Mr.  Stephens  :  To  negotiate  with  the  Stewards  of  the  Freemen. 

Mr.  Winter:  Will  the  carrying  of  this  proposal  pledge  the 
Ooancil  to  carry  oat  Mr.  Ellis's  view  ? 
Mr.  Joseph  B.  Elus  :  Na 

Mr.  Wilson  :  There  is  no  power  to  do  what  Mr.  Ellis  proposes. 
Mr.  YouLL :  Mr.  Wilson  is  clearly  wrong. 
Mr.  Ellis*s  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

SHIBLDFIELD  OREEN. 

Mr.  Bell  moved  ^*  that  the  Town  Improyement  Committee  be 
reqaested  to  ascertain  from  the  proprietors  of  Shieldfield  Green  the 
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terms  upon  which  the  Green  can  be  acquired  with  a  view  of  laying 
it  ont  as  a  recreation  ground."  He  said  the  Shieldfield  district  was 
the  only  district  which  had  not  a  recreation  ground.  Shieldfield 
Green  in  its  present  condition  was  not  a  place  of  beauty  or  of  use. 
The  Green  was  held  in  25  shares  by  the  people  there,  and  they  were 
willing  to  grant  the  ground  to  the  town,  prorided  tiie  Oorporation 
would  keep  it  in  order,  on  condition  that  a  road  be  made  alongside 
of  the  Green,  as  provided  for  in  the  last  Improvement  Act ;  that 
the  Corporation  buy  a  portion  of  the  Green  in  order  to  widen  the 
road,  which  was  absolutely  necessary  to  be  done ;  and  that  a  part  of 
the  street  at  the  side  of  the  Green  be  paved  with  wood.  These 
conditions  might,  perhaps,  be  modified. 

Mr.  Newton  seconded  the  motion,  and  hoped  the  committee 
would  invite  Mr.  Bell  to  assist  in  carrying  out  the  negotiationB 
with  the  holders  of  the  land. 

Agreed  to. 

QUESTION  TIMB. 

The  following  notice  of  motion  was  upon  the  agenda  paper  in  the 
name  of  Mr.  Scholefield,  who  was  absent : — *^  That  it  will  conduce 
to  the  convenience  of  members,  and  the  good  order  of  business  at 
the  Ck)uncil  meetings,  if  a  time  should  be  set  apart  for  asldng 
questions  immediately  after'  the  confirmation  of  Uie  minutes  and 
reading  of  letters,  provision  being  made  that  at  least  24  hours 
notice  should  be  given  to  the  person  to  whom  the  question  is  to  be 
addressed,  and  that  a  copy  be  furnished  to  the  Town  Clerk  before 
the  meeting  commences.*' 

The  Matob  thought  the  proposal  was  a  good  one,  and  perhaps 
some  member  of  the  Ooundl  would  propose  it. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlbt  said  that,  as  Mr.  Scholefield  was  not  present| 
he  would  move  the  motion. 

Mr.  Stsfhbns  said  that,  as  a  question  of  order,  no  person  could  pro* 
pose  the  adoption  of  a  motion  of  which  another  person  had  given  notice. 

Mr.  YoxTLL  sud  if  members  of  the  Council  could  be  permitted  to 
place  questions  upon  the  notice  paper,  and  did  not  become  entitled 
to  make  statements  when  puttmg  the  questions,  it  would  facilitate 
business  very  much.  It  would  often  be  better  if  gentlemen  would 
obtain  information  from  the  committees  of  which  they  were  mem- 
bers,  instead  of  seeking  the  infbrmation  at  the  Council  meetings. 

The  motion  was  not  seconded,  and  it  was  struck  off  the  agenda  paper. 

THE  bents  09  MINES  AND  lONEBALS. 

Mr.  TouLL  proposed  "  That  under  every  mining  lease,  whether 
the  mines  or  minerals  are  already  opened  or  in  work  or  not,  there 
shall  be  from  time  to  time  set  aside,  as  capital  money,  tluee>fourth 
parts  of  the  rent,  and  the  residue  of  the  rent  shall  go  as  rents  and 
profits  to  the  City  Fund.'*     He  said  that  the  question  was  one  of 
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flome  importance  to  the  Ooiporation  and  the  latepajera  of  New- 
eestle.  Vsniilst  the  arrangemente  for  leasing  the  c(m1  under  the 
Moor  were  being  diecassed  he  felt  that  the  alignment  of  Mr.  Aid. 
Hamond,  that  tibe  Corporation  were  parting  with  their  property — 
that  it  wan  ending  in  smoke  was  the  obserration  nsed— was  a  strong 
argument  in  fayoor  of  doing  something  with  regard  to  capitalizing 
the  reyenne  from  the  ooal  owned  by  the  Gorporationf  instead  ^ 
mixing  up  the  reyenne  with  the  rates  from  year  to  year.  He  thonght 
the  principle  adopted  by  the  Legislature  last  year  in  the  Settled 
Estates  Act  might  be  applied  to  &e  Corporation  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  Holders  of  estates  for  life  were  entitled  to  a  share  of  the 
income  for  their  own  benefit,  bat  the  bulk  of  the  income  from  ooal 
and  minerals  was  carried  to  a  capital  account ;  and  that  was  what 
he  wished  the  Corporation  to  do  with  the  rent  receiyed  frt>m  col- 
lieries. He  was  not  in  any  way  wedded  to  "  three-fourth  parts  of 
the  rent ;  "  but  the  principle  fixed  by  the^  Settled  Estates  Act  was 
that  one-fourth  shoidd  go  to  th^  person  entitled  to  the  rent  for  his 
life,  and  three-fourths  go  to  a  capital  account. 

Mr.  Bbowhb  seconded  the  motion,  and  said  the  diyision  seemed 
exceedingly  fair. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephsvsoh  said  he  thought  there  was  something  in 
what  Mr.  Youll  had  proposed.  What  was  called  the  <'  uneamed 
increment "  should  be  considered.  Three-fourths  of  the  total  sum  of 
money  accruing  from  coals  and  other  minerals  was  too  large  a  propor- 
tion to  carry  to  capital  account,  and  one-fourth  too  small  a  proportion 
to  go  to  reyenne  account.  He  hoped  Mr.  Youll  would  allow  the 
subject  to  be  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee,  who  would  give  it 
that  consideration  which  it  demanded,  and  report  to  the  Council. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith  said  Mr.  Youll  had  introduced  a  yeiy  important 
subject ;  but  if  the  Council  were  going  to  be  so  careful  to  add  to 
their  capital  for  the  benefit  of  future  generations,  he  would  like  to 
know  what  benefit  the  ratepayers  of  the  present  day  would  get  from 
the  inoreased  yalue  of  the  property  they  left  behind.  He  supported 
Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson's  reoommendatioui  that  the  subject  be  rdferrad 
to  the  finance  Committea 

The  Matob  :  Do  you  agrse  to  refer  it  to  the  Finance  Committee  t 

Mr.  YoxTLL :  I  haye  not  the  slightest  objection  to  the  subject 
being  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  sntjeot  be  referred  to  the  KnanoeOommitteeL 

The  meeting  oondaded. 
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QUARTERLY     MEETING 


WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST  1,  1883. 


A  QUABTBRLT  meeting  of  the  Council  was  held  to-day  in  the  Goancil 
Chamber,  Town  Hall,  the  Mayor  (Mr.  Thoe.  Qeo,  Qibson)  in  the  chair. 
There  were  also  present : — Aldermen  Ridley,  Cail,  Wilson,  Stewart, 
Plammer,  Hamond,  Scott,  Milyain,  Hedley,  Gregson,  Potter, 
Angoe,  Stephenson  and  Yoang;  Conncillors  Winter,  J.  Barker 
Ellis,  Scholefield,  Hepworth,  Qnin,  Yonll,  Browne,  Owen,  Carse, 
Dickinson,  Bowden,  Dobson,  Smith,  Jackson,  Stout,  Nelson, 
Andersen,  Bell,  Newton,  Dixon,  Cotter,  Barkas,  Hepbarn,  Wilson, 
Holmes,  Richardson,  Ligledew,  C.  S.  Smith,  Stephens,  Forness, 
Sanderson,  Henzell,  Scott,  Laird,  Gray,  Calley,  Temple,  Sntton, 
and  Birkett. 

The  minntes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Joly  meeting  were  read 
and  confirmed. 

PBOPOSBD    TBAIiWAT   IN   PILQBIM  8TRBST. 

A  deputation,  headed  by  Mr.  B.  Plammer,  jnn.,  was  introduced 
by  Mr.  Dobson. 

Mr.  Plummer  said  he  had  been  requested  by  the  deputation  to 
present  to  the  Council  a  rery  influentially  and  numerously  signed 
memorial,  asking  the  Council  to  sanction  certain  works  in  connec* 
tion  with  the  extension  of  the  tramway  system.  The  line  of  tram- 
ways from  Bulman  Village  and  Jesmond  passed  the  north  end  of 
Pilgrim  Street.  The  deputation  believed  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  Council  to  extend  the  tramway  from  the  Central  Station  down 
OoUingwood  Street  and  Mosley  Street,  and  along  the  new  road  now 
made  at  Pandon.  A  very  large  number  of  gentlemen  carrying  on 
business  on  the  Quay  liyed  at  the  north  end  of  the  town ;  and  it 
would  be  A  great  convenience  to  them  if  a  short  link  line  was  laid 
down  Pilgrim  Street,  by  which  the  two  systems  would  be  joined  ; 
and  merchants  and  others  having  business  on  the  Quay  could  then 
be  carried  much  nearer  to  their  places  of  business  instead  of  having 
to  get  out  of  the  tramcars  at  the  top  of  Grey  or  Pilgrim  streets. 
The  memorial  was  signed  by  nearly  270  ratepayers,  and  the  request 
was  a  reasonable  pne.  Some  of  his  friends  had  had  a  conversation 
with  the  representatives  of  the  Tramways  Company,  and  he  believed 
the  Company  would  be  willing  to  work  the  new  line  on  the  same 
twms  as  they  worked  the  lines  in  other  parts  of  the  town.  He 
presented  the  following  memorial : — 

V  1 
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To  the  Mayor  and  Corporaihn  of  NeweeutU'^ipon'T^yne, 

Gentlemen, — We,  the  undersigned  mprchantB,  shipowners,  and  ofhen 
engaged  in  business  on  the  Quayside  and  its  vicinity,  respectfully  ask  you 
tit  exercise  the  Parliamentary  powers  you  have  obtained  to  extend  the  tram- 
ways from  Northumberland  Street  down  Pilgrim  Street  We  submit  thai 
the  present  accommodation  afforded  by  the  tramwajrs  system  is  incomplsts 
in  consequence  of  the  distance  between  the  terminus  vul  the  offioei  of  many 
of  the  leading  merchants  and  others  of  the  city. 

The  extension  asked  for  would  remedy  to  a  f^reat  extent  thia  defect,  and 
wonld  be  an  immense  public  advantage,  by  bringing  a  large  seotioii  of  tiis 
inhabitants  much  nearer  to  their  phu^  of  business. 

This  want  is  specially  felt  by  your  memorialists,  as  the  diatance  from  the 
Quayside  to  Northumberland  Street  is  considerable ;  so  much  so,  thatmiay 
refrain  from  using  the  tramcars,  who  would  gladly  do  ao  were  the  lias 
extended  from  Northumberland  Street  down  Pilflrim  Street.  In  proof  thai 
we  are  not  the  only  section  of  the  oommnnity  who  desire  the  extensioo,  m 
respectfully  refer  you  to  the  memorial  containing  over  600  aignatures  pcs- 
sented  to  you  some  time  since.  We  would  refer  to  the  fact  that  Pil^nm 
Street  presents  no  engineering  or  other  difficulty,  and  is  the  most  natenl 
extonsion  of  the  present  line  in  Northumbeiiand  Street,  involving  smaD 
cost,  which  would  yield  a  considerable  profit. 

We  would  further  draw  your  attention  to  the  &ot  that  anch  extendai 
would  be  the  means  of  preventing  any  undue  pressure  of  tramcar  traffic  <n 
existing  routes,  as  the  termius  at  the  Central  Station  could  be  reached  b^ 
way  of  Mosley  Street  and  Collingwood  Street — ^thereby  a  oompleto  oireaik 
could  be  made  of  the  principal  business  thoroughfares  of  the  city,  to  the 
undoubted  advantage  of  the  whole  community.  We  sincerely  trust,  beoaaie 
of  its  many  and  important  advantages,  its  cheapness  of  oonstmctiaii,  and  its 
profitableness,  you  will  delay  this  long-looked-for  and  mooh-needed  im- 
provement no  longer. 

The  Mayor  said  he  was  sare  the  memorial  would  reoeifa  tho 
careful  consideration  of  the  Council.  He  believed  this  matter  hid 
been  before  the  committee  this  morning,  and  a  report  would  be 
presented  recommending  the  course  the  memorialiste  suggested. 

Mr.  Bea  said  that,  as  representing  the  Tyne  (General  Ferry  Com* 
pany,  he  might  state  that  the  line  of  tramway  asked  for  would  be  a 
great  adrantage  to  the  public  who  trayell«l  bj  the  Company's 
steamers.  Upwards  of  4,000,000  people  were  annually  carried  by 
the  steamers  between  Newcastle  and  Tynemouth.  The  tramoan 
ran  to  the  very  threshold  of  the  North  Eastern  Railway  Company's 
stetion,  and  he  had  no  doubt  a  tramway  running  as  near  as  poesiblt 
to  the  Quay  would  be  a  great  adrantage  to  the  traTsUing  pabli& 

The  Matob  :  I  beliere  that  point  has  also  been  considered  by  the 
committee. 
The  deputation  retired. 

THE  LATE  SHEBIFF  OF  HSWCA8TLB. 

The  Town  Clbbk  read  the  following  letter : — 

Jesmond  Cottage,  Julv  12th,  1883. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — On  behalf  of  myself  and  family.  I  wish  to  thank  yw 
and  all  the  members  of  the  Town  Council  for  the  copy  of  the  resolution 
which  vou  have  so  kindly  forwarded  to  me,  and  I  beg  to  assure  yon  and 
them  that  it  will  always  be  much  valued  by  us,  affording  as  it  does  a  proof 
of  the  esteem  in  which  you  held  my  beloved  husband,  and  showing  that  tbs 
services  he  endeavoured  to  render  to  the  town  have  been  appreciated  by  Ui 
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fallow  oooncillon.  The  kind  sympathy  which  we  have  received  from 
yoaraell  and  the  town  generally  has  been  most  comforting  to  us,  and  has 
helped  qb  to  bear  oar  great  and  irreparable  loss. 

Believe  me,  dear  Mr.  Mayor,  very  sincerely  yours, 
The  Mayor  of  Newcastle.  Esther  M.  Clafhah. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Plumhee,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hbnzbll, 
it  was  resolved  that  the  letter  be  entered  on  the  minutes  of  the 
Goandl  proceedings. 

THE  CALAMITY  AT  SUNDBRLAliD. 

The  Town  Clerk  read  the  following  letter : — 

Mayor's  Chambers,  Sunderland,  July  12th,  1883. 
Bear  Mr.  Mayor, ^Permit  me  to  tbank  you  for  the  resolution  of  your 
Coimcil  and  its  sympathy  with  those  bereaved  by  the  dreadful  calamity  at 
the  Yictoria  Hall.    For  your  individual  sympathy,  I  thank  you  very  much. 

Yours  faitl^ully, 

J.  W.  Watman,  Mayor. 
Thomas  G.  Gibson,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  it  was  resolved  that  the 
ktter  be  entered  npon  the  minutes. 

THE  SITE  FOR  THE  OOLLBGE  OF  BOIENCB. 

The  Town  Clerk  said  he  had  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Aid. 
Young  on  the  subject  of  the  site  of  the  College  of  Science.  A  copy 
had  been  sent  to  each  member  of  the  Council,  and  the  letter  could, 
therefore,  be  taken  as  read. 

The  following  is  the  letter  referred  to : — 

To  the  WordU]^iU  the  Mayor ,  Aldermen,  and  Members  qf  the 
NiBwcattle-upon^Tyne  Corporation, 

Gentlemen, — Finding  there  exists  some  misconception  as  to  the  actual 
position  of  the  Corporation  with  regard  to  the  College  of  Physical  Science, 
and  as  several  new  members  have  joined  us  since  this  important  subject  was 
first  introduced  to  your  notice,  it  has  been  suggested  that  I  should  furnish 
the  Conndl  with  an  epitome  of  all  the  facts  bearing  upon  it,  which  I  have 
now  the  honour  very  respectfully  to  submit  for  your  consideration  in 
anticipation  of  the  question  again  coming  before  jon. 

It  will  be  founa  by  referring  to  the  Council  reports  that,  on  the  1st 
October,  1879,  a  resolution  was  passed,  offering  this  College  a  site  in  the 
Bull  Park  for  their  then  proposed  new  building,  "  subject  to  the  assent  of 
the  Freemen,  and  the  necessary  powers,  &c.,  being  obtained."  To  further 
tiiis,  the  Council  appointed  a  Social  Committee,  to  confer  with  the 
authorities  of  the  College  and  the  Freemen  thereon  ;  but  the  Stewards  of 
the  Freemen,  on  being  mvited  by  the  late  Town  Clerk  (Mr.  Philipson)  to  a 
oonferenoe,  declined.  It  was  consequently  resolved  to  appeal  direct  to  the 
l^end  body  of  Freemen  at  their  Michaelmas  Guild  of  1879,  and  such 
intention  having  been  announced  through  the  public  press — ^allusion  being 
made  to  the  ungracious  action  of  the  Stewards  in  refusing  even  to  gnmt  an 
interview  for  discussion— this  elicited  a  letter  from  Mr.  John  Clayton, 
himself  a  Freeman,  and  for  many  years  one  of  their  most  trusted  friends, 
pointing  out  that  the  Freemen,  in  consenting  to  the  35  acres  of  the  Town 
aioor  Ming  set  aside  for  the  purpofrcs  of  a  public  park,  had  ceased  to  have 
any  interest  in  the  said  land  as  "Freemen;"  it  would  therefore  be  quite 
Qtelefls  to  appeal  to  them,  as  any  resolution  they  might  pass  would  be 
inoperative,  it  being  now  a  question  solely  for  the  inhabitants  of  Newcastle 
(saiqeoty  of  coarse,  to  Parliamentary  power  being  got),  to  say  whether  any 
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portion  of  saeh  35  acres  oonld  not  be  better  employed  than  by  derotms  tbe 
whole  of  it  to  a  Park.  After  this  opinion  the  Coimcil  Committee  made  no 
more  OTertares  to  the  Stewards,  but  at  onoe  proceeded  to  negociate  with 
the  representatives  of  the  GoUeffe,  the  result  of  snch  negociationB  being  that 
the  College  agreed  to  purchase  tiye  acres  of  the  Boll  Park,  two  acres  only  to 
be  boilt  npon,  the  remaining  three  to  be  kept  open  as  ornamental  and 
recreation  ground  for  the  stadents,  at  a  price  of  £500  per  acre.  This  was 
dnly  reported  to  and  confirmed  by  the  Council  at  its  meeting  on  the  7th 
April,  1880,  and  in  pursuance  thereof  the  Town  Clerk  communicated  the 
sune  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  T.  W.  Bunning,  Secretary  of  the  College  of  Physical 
Science.  When  the  question  was  first  submitted  to  the  Council,  in  October, 
1879  (the  offer  being  then  "sabject  to  the  assent  of  the  Freemen"),  31 
votes*  were  recorded  in  its  favour,  four  against,  and  two  members  abstained 
from  voting ;  but  when  the  report  of  the  Committee  came  before  the 
Council  as  above  (it  being  then  well  understood  that  the  Stewards  had 
refused  their  assent),  it  was  only  adopted  by  22t  to  21  votes.  On  the  5th 
May,  1880,  however,  tbe  following  letter  addressed  to  the  Chairman  of 
the  Coll<^  Site  Committee  was  read  by  the  Town  Cleik  to  the  Town 
Council : — 

17th  April,  188a 

"  We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Corporation,  regret  our  absence 
from  the  Ctmncil  Meetin^f  on  Wednesday,  the  7th  instant,  when  the  report 
upon  the  College  site  was  discussed,  as  we  entirely  approve  of  tbe  aeheme^ 
and  should  certainly  have  voted  with  the  majority  on  that  occasion." 
Signed  by  seven  aldermen  and  seven  councillors,  14  in  all,  $  which,  with  the 
22  who  had  previously  personally  recorded  their  votes  made  30,  or  a  deer 
majority  of  the  whole  Corporation  expressing  an  opinion  in  favour  of  the 
scheme,  and  that,  be  it  observed,  after  it  had  been  plainly  intimated  the 
assent  of  the  Stewards  could  not  be  got.  At  the  same  meeting  a  letter  was 
read  from  Mr.  Banning,  written  on  Mhalf  of  the  College,  accepting  the  Bull 
Park  site  as  offered,  subject  to  the  College  being  able  to  raise  the  requisite 
fands  for  the  building.  As  it  now  only  remained  for  our  Council  to  seek 
Parliamentary  powers  to  enable  it  honourably  to  carry  out  its  agreement 
with  the  (.  oUege,  the  Town  Clerk  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Parliunentaiy 
Committee  prepared  a  clause  with  this  object,  for  insertion,  in  the  Corpora- 
tioo's  last  application  to  Parliament ;  bat  when  the  matter  came  Ixtfore  the 
Council  in  October,  1881,  for  confirmation,  Mr.  Thomas  Richardson  moved 
that  the  clause  relating  to  the  College  be  struck  out,  which  was  unfor- 
tunately carried. 

This  being  contrary  to  the  understinding  previously  arrived  at  with  the 
College  authorities,  a  special  meeting  of  the  Council  was  held  on  the  2nd 
November,  1881,  "to  consider  the  propriety  of  rescinding  the  withdrawal 
of  the  clause,  and  author) sing  its  insertion  in  the  then  application  to  Par- 
liament." Saeh  motion,  however,  was  unhappily  lostb  Among  the  objec- 
tions raised  against  the  clause  hemtt  included  in  tbe  Bill  (and  which 
evidently  must  have  unfavourably  influenced  many  of  those  present),  one 
was  the  assertion  that  the  College  was  not  then  in  a  pecuniary  position  to 
warrant  such  application  being  made.  Thanks,  however,  to  its  amalgama- 
tion with  the  College  of  Medicine,  consequent  upon  tbe  arrangement  now 
come  to  between  that  bod^  and  the  North-Eastem  Railway  Company,  the 
opposition  on  that  ground  is  no  longer  justifiable;  and  as  to  the  fear  expressed 

*  Viz^  tbe  Mayor  (T.  Robinaon),  tbe  Sheriff  (J.  O.  Yonll).  Aldermen  Potter,  Hamonl. 
Cowen,  Hunter,  An^us,  Wilson,  Ingludew,  and  Ridley :  Ck>anolllan  W.  H.  Btepbenaon,  Oxaf! 
Qaln,Owen,  C.  a  Smith,  Young,  B.  C.  Browne,  Joel,  Winter,  Green,  G.  Stewart,  GknL 
^Urain,  Baeten,  Garbutt, Scott,  Hepwortti, Cook, Rltson,  Johnaon, andTtampl»HSl- 

t  Viz,,  Aldermen  Hedley,  Angus,  Oregaon,  Robinson,  and  Wilson ;  Ooandllors  Owen.  Qoin. 
il2,S^i\y**°°/v®*  °-  ?r?^««  Ql»»°?»  Ca»«y»  R-  B.  Brown.  Newton,  Cook,  Dixon,  bSmb! 
Temple,  Sutton,  Johnson,  OTijen,  and  Bell— («).  ^^ 

t  Viz^  Aldemen  Henry  Insledew,  Henry  Mflraln,  Thomas  Ridley.  WiUiam  Hmtv. 
Joseph  Cowen,  I.  L.  Bell,  and  Jos.  PoUard ;  Ooaaoillm  Thomas  Oiaj.  J.  OrSiaL  ttS. 
Forster,  B.  McAnulty,  T.  B.  Winter,  0.  O.  OMbutt.  m^T.  ^  F5ii2Hli>. 
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ihftt  if  Carried  oat  it  might  efltablish  a  dangerona  precedent  for  other  build* 
ings  being  placed  on  the  Moor,  our  Corporation  can  hardly  Byrapathise  with 
this  feeling  now,  after  having  in  the  same  application  to  Parliament^  from 
which  the  College  clanse  was  excluded,  sought  and  since  obtained  power 
'*to  set  apart  and  appropriate  a  portion  of  the  Town  Moor  Park,  not 
exceeding  two  acres,  as  and  for  a  site  for  public  baths,  and  upon  such  site 
to  construct  and  maintain,  and  from  time  to  time  enlarge,  improve,  and 
famish  the  same  with  all  such  machinery,  apparatus  and  appliances  as  the 
Corporation  may  deem  expedient  for  the  purpose  of  the  convenient  user 
Uiereof  as  public  baths."  Another  arsument  advanced  was  that  the  Free- 
men, in  consenting  to  the  extinction  of  their  herbage  rights  over  those  36  ' 
acres  for  the  purposes  of  a  public  park,  never  contemplated  the  possibility  of 
the  land  being  built  upon,  and  that  to  apply  it  otherwise  would  be  a  breach 
of  faitii  with  them.  Kow  a  reference  to  the  Council's  proceeding  of  March, 
1870  (when  the  parks  scheme  was  introduced  bv  Alderman  Hamond 
and  carried)  reveus  the  interestinff  information  that  even  at  that  time 
the  probabili^  of  building  upon  this  identical  park  was  contemplated 
for  Alderman  fiell  is  reported  to  have  asked  "whether  the  phraseology  o 
dauide  12  secured  all  the  advantages  they  sought  to  obtain  ?  "  "  Qnder  that 
clause  the  Council  had  power  to  build  a  lo&e,  and  he  wanted  to  know 
whether  they  obtained  all  the  rights  of  freehold  over  the  park  of  35  acres  ?"* 
to  which  Alderman  Hamond  (chairman  of  the  Parks  Conimittee)  answered, 
*'  Oh,  yes."  Alderman  Bell  continued — "  It  certainly  does  not  look  like  it. 
The  time  might  arrive  when  it  might  be  considered  desirable  to  erect  in  the 
park — ^if  ever  they  cot  it — a  museum.  He  wanted  to  know  if  they  had 
power  to  do  that?^  to  which  Alderman  HamOnd  replied,  ''To  do  any- 
thing." The  Town  Clerk  (Mr.  Philipson)  has  made  the  dause  stronger 
than  it  was-  ** The  Corporation  may  take  possession  of,  retain,  and  for  ever 
hereafter  hold  and  appropriate ; "  nothiujg  can  be  stronger  than  the  words 
used  by  the  Town  (^erk.  The  late  Mr.  Thomas  Dove  (one  of  the  stewards 
of  the  freemen)  was  present  in  the  Council  at  the  time,  and  neither  he  nor 
the  late  Town  Clerk  (a  most  zealous  supporter  of  the  Freemen)  controverted 
or  attempted  to  question  the  construction  put  upon  the  clause  by  Mr.  Alder- 
man Hamond.  Hurely,  after  this,  it  will  oe  idle  to  talk  of  any  "  breach  of 
faith  "  with  the  Freemen,  especially  when  we  consider  that,  so  far  as  the  35 
acres  on  the  Moor  are  concerned,  they  have  had  by  far  the  best  of  the 
bargain,  having,  by  virtue  of  Alderman  Hamond  s  parks  arrangement, 
ac<^oired  a  Parliamentary  title  to  their  £400  per  annum  u>om  the  Corporation 
(bemg  without  that  protection  previously),  eqaivalent  to  £200  annually  for 
each  park,  and  yet  they  have  neen  left  in  undisturbed  possession  of  the 
Moor  one  for  alx>ve  twdve  years.  The  cry  of  the  stewards  against  building 
on  the  Moor  is  certainly  rather  inconsistently  pleaded  by  them,  seeing  that 
they  themselves  attempted  some  years  ago  to  get  a  huge  hospital,  exclu- 
sively for  the  Freemen,  erected  on  the  Town  Moor  in  close  proximity  to  the 
Ball  Park,  and  only  recently  we  have  heard  that  the  stewards  had,  behind 
the  backs  of  the  Corporation,  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  promoters 
of  the  late  abortive  salt  water  scheme  to  let  them  have  several  acres  of  the 
Moor  on  the  Cow  Hill  for  the  purposes  of  that  undertaking,  viz.,  "  To  make 
a  reservoir,  with  all  neoessary  excavations,  embankments,  buildings,  fences, 
and  works."  In  considerinK  the  expediency  of  making  this  grant'  to  the 
Collies,  it  would  be  only  nir  to  bear  in  mind  the  great  pecuniary  inin 
derived  by  the  public  from  the  establishment  of  such  institutions.  Ifot 
many  years  ago  the  residoal  products  of  gas  were  nearly  worthless ;  now, 
thanks  to  recent  chemical  discoveries,  they  are  utilised ;  coLsequently,  in 
this  article  alone,  the  consumers  of  gas  in  this  district  had  the  benefit  last 
year  of  a  reduction  in  the  price  equal  to  the  large  sum  of  £45,000  compared 
with  what  they  would  have  had  to  pay  had  the  charge  remained  the  same 
as  in  1809.  This  is  only  one  of  the  many  instances  which  can  be  adduced  of 
how  enormously  the  wealth  of  this  country  is  constantly  being  added  to 
through  scientific  research.  Then  as  regards  the  application  on  behalf  of 
the  College  of  Medicine,  this  is  a  question,  I  venture  to  Bubmit»  entitled  to 
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oor  falsest  ooDsideration  ;  for  when  it  is  remembered  how  faithfully  the 
profeMion  devote  themselTes  to  their  arduoas  duties,  the  riaks  <A  eontagicMt 
they  are  at  all  houra  exposed  to  and  so  fearleasly  ran,  their  Talaable  dis- 
ooveriea  of  remedies  for  the  alleyiation  of  pain  and  cure  of  diaeaae,  the  bene- 
ficial rf^solta  of  which  are  gratefully  expenenced  in  our  seyeral  hospitab,  we 
must  all  feel  deeply  indebted  to  them  and  rejoice  that  the  city  has  at  its 
conunand  such  a  splendid  site  as  the  Bull  Park,  where  the  proposed  nnited 
GoUeffes — secure  from  intruding  railways  and  street  improrements — may 
hope  for  a  permanent  resting  place.  Surely  no  one  would  he  so  anreasonaUy 
selfish  as  to  grade  five  out  of  the  thirty-five  acres  of  land,  acquired  for 
|turposes  of  pleasure,  being  given  np  to  further  a  work  having  snch  a  atfcng 


claim  upon  our  sympathy,  especially  as  the  pubUo  have  already  been  fully 
compensated  for  its  suggested  abstraction  by  the  formation  of  the  Brandling 
Park  (of  about  the  same  acreage)  directly  opposite,  and  seeing  that  open  spaces 
and  places  of  recreation  are  now  so  amply  provided  by  the  purchase  of 
Elswick  and  Heaton  Parks,  the  acquisition  of  the  Leases  and  the  Annstrong 
Parks,  and  Jesmond  Dene,  the  latter  two,  with  their  oomtemplated  exten- 
sions, gratuitously,  through  the  luge-heartedness  of  Sir  William  G.  Arm- 
strong, to  whom  *'  all  our  whole  dly  is  much  bound." 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  most  respectfully  to  add  that  the  Council,  in 
responding  to  the  memorial  of  the  Colleges  (tiearing,  as  it  does,  the  honoured 
siniatures  among  others  of  Dean  Lake  and  Sir  V^.  O.  Armstrong),  would 
only  be  emulating  the  munificence  of  other  municipalities,  the  Corporation 
of  Glaraow  having  contributed  two  sums  of  £6,000  each  for  the  building 
fund  of  the  XJniversi^  of  that  City,  and  the  University  of  Durham— as 
pointed  out  by  Mr.  Isaac  Lowthian  Bell— endowed  our  own  ColU«e  of 
Physical  Science  with  £1,200  a  year,  besides  which  private  individuali^ 
sensible  of  the  necessity  jfor  providing  sound  technical  education  in  our 
midst^  very  generously  subscribed  towards  the  same  object  above  £23,000. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  faithful  servant, 

ChAKLBS  HXNBT  TOITKO, 

Chauman  of  the  late  College  Site  Committee. 

The  Close,  July  18th,  1888. 

P.S. — If  the  scheme  had  to  be  considered  merely  from  a  Freeman's  point 
of  view  it  is  worthy  of  note  that»  whilst  the  nine  Stewards  of  the  Herbage 
Conomittee  have  so  strenuously  opposed  it,  manv  infiuential  members  of  the 
Trinity  House,  the  Merchants',  Hostmen's,  Goldsmiths',  and  other  Guilds 
are  heartily  in  its  favour. 

RBSIOKATIOH  OF  OOUKOILLOB  BIT80H. 

The  Town  Clbbk  said  he  had  to  report  to  the  CoQDoil  that  he 
had  received  from  Mr.    Cooncillor  Ritson,  the  following  letter, 
resigning  his  seat : — 
TotheJliapar,  Aldermen,  and  Ckmncillart  qfthe  City  qf  N^weoMe^^pom^TynL 

I  hereby  resign  the  office  of  Councillor  of  All  Saints'  West  Ward  in  the  City 
of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  I  have  paid  to  the  City  Treasurer  the  fine  of  & 
fixed  by  the  bye-laws  of  the  Council  to  be  paid  on  the  resignation  of  a 
Coanoiilor.  Utbiok  Alix.  Bxmov. 

Dated  this  8lst  day  of  July,  1883. 

—He  had  also  to  report  to  the  GonnoU  that  Mr.  Eitson  had  paid 
the  fine  of  £5  to  the  Citj  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Stepheks  said  they  were  all  aware  that  Mr.  Eitson  had  a  yeiy 
serions  accident  abont  twelve  months  ago,  and  had  not  been  able 
to  attend  to  his  duties  as  a  member  of  the  Council  Mr.  Ritson's 
high  sense  of  honour  had  led  him  to  think  that  he  was  neglecting 
his  duty  as  a  member  of  the  Oouncil,  and  he  had,  therefore^  placed 
hit  resignation  in  the  hands  of  the  Ooundi.    They  all  sympathised 
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rerj  mndi  wiih  Mr.  Bitson,  who  wai  now  getting  better.  The 
Ck>nncil  wonld  do  a  graceful  act  if  thej  refused  to  accept  Mr.  Bitson's 
resignation,  and  aasnred  him  that  he  had  the  sympathy  of  every 
member  of  the  Goancil,  and  that  they  hoped  the  time  was  not  far 
distant  when  he  wonld  be  able  to  resume  his  duties  as  a  member  of 
the  Oonndl.  He  mored  that  Mr.  Bitson  be  asked  to  withdraw  his 
resignation. 

Mr.  Aid.  Pluxkbh  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  Obboson  :  We  will  all  regret  exceedingly  if  he  resigns. 

Agreed  to  unanimously. 

THB  VIBQIH  MART  HOSPITAL  AND  THB  ORAMMAB  SOHOOL. 

The  TowH  Clbbk  read  a  letter  from  the  Charity  Commissioners 
with  reference  to  a  draft  scheme  for  the  regulation  of  the  Virgin 
Mary  Hospital  and  Royal  Grammar  School. 

Mr.  Aid.  Akous  proposed  that  the  letter  be  referred  to  the  Schools 
and  Charities  Committee.  The  Council  would  see  from  the  letter 
that  the  Charity  Commissioners  requested  that  the  matter  be 
considered  confidential  until  the  Council  had  had  an  opportunity  of 
considering  it  Every  member  of  the  Council  should  be  invited  to 
attend  the  meeting  of  the  Schools  and  Charities  Committee,  and 
take  part  in  the  consideration  of  the  draft  scheme,  and  vote  upon  it. 
It  was  a  strict  understanding  with  the  Charity  Commissioners  that 
the  matter  was  to  be  treated  confidentially  until  they  had  an 
opportunity  of  settling  the  thing  finally ;  and  an  early  opportunity 
should  be  taken  to  consider  this  in  committee,  so  that  the  views  of 
the  Council  might  be  commuDicated  to  the  Commissioners  as  quickly 
as  possible.     He  hoped  no  objection  would  be  taken  to  this  course. 

Mr.  DioKiHSOv  asked  if  any  reference  was  made  in  the  scheme  to 
Dr.  Snape's  pension. 

Mr.  Aid.  Angus  :  We  must  really  not  discuss  the  scheme  at  all 
to-day. 

Mr.  RioHABDSOH  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Hbkzbll:  Is  it  understood  that  every  member  of  the 
Council  who  attends  the  committee  meeting  shall  have  the  privilege 
of  voting  ? 

TheMATon:  Tes. 

Agreed  to. 

TBI  BIPBBSBNTATIOH  OF  JS8M0VD  WABD  OH  OOMMHTEBa 

Mr.  Tbhplb  said  the  members  for  Jesmond  Ward  had  met^  and 
decided  that  they  should  be  on  the  following  committees:— 

Mr.  Tbmplb  :— Town  Improvement,  Fioance,  Cattle  Trade,  Town  Moor 
Management,  and  Parliamentary  and  Bye-Laws  Committees. 

Mr.  Sutton:— Town  Improvement,  Watob»  Parks^  Public  libraries 
Schools  and  Charities  and  Gas  and  Water  Conmiittees. 
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Mr.  BntKSR :— Wateh.  Oatile  Tinde,  Town  Moor  Managanoiit^  FInaiied, 
TttAM,  Pablic  librarici,  SohooU  and  GbiritiM,  Gm  and  Water,  and  Padia- 
mentery  and  Bye-Lawa  Committees. 

THE  QUARTBRLT  RETURN  OF  BrPIHDITITRB. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  presented  the  following  return  of  eiqpenditoM 
for  the  quarter  ended  Jane  25, 1883  : — 

CUif  and  Ctnmtif  j^NmeawtU  mponcTiftie, 

llir  ANCI  OOMMHTBB. 

^irtwafeg  and  Exprniiimt  far  gptarter-year  ending  gSth  Jume^  188S, 


Bzpendi- 

toreforyeax 

ending  26 

Actual  Bz- 
penditiire 

ending  S5 
Jnne,  1888. 

Balaneoto 
Baqwnd. 

GAPTTAL. 

Port  and  Harbonr,  8  Iron  Sbeda,  New 
Sidulfi^  ftc,  to  Quay  Railwaj 

Walker  Estate  and  Farms— New  Boads 
and  Jetty          

^nUington  Estate  and  Farms— Forma- 
tion  of  Streets 

Batcher  and  Vegetable  Biarketa— New 
Boof  (south  nde),  Sxtension  (west 
end),  Ac. 

Cattle  Markel^Bara  to  Sheep  Market 
and  New  Wall,  Derwent  Place 

Trafalgar  Street  Improvement-O.  W. 
King,  Balance  of  (}ontract»  &c. 

New  (Jattle  Sanatoriam,  St.  Lawrence- 
Timber  Qaay  and  Sheds         

Bemoval  of  BaU  Park     

Baths  and  Wash-houses,  totsl.£24,600- 
required  this  year        

Widening  Westgate  Boad— Works  Nob. 
7,  9,  and  10       

Bridge  at  Elswid^-Works  Nos.  10, 
20,  and  21         

Widening  lower  end  of  Albion  Bow- 
Work  No.  23    

Tramways— Nos.  1  and  2          

Formation  of  Boad  to  Spital  Tongues  ... 

mPROyXMHIT  RATJB  AOOOUKT. 

Interest  on  Money  Borrowed  and  Instal- 
ments in  Bedemption  of  Capital 
Cost  of  preparing  Bonds,  ko 

£ 
060 
6,660 
1,900 

8,250 

885 

7,000 

6,900 
60 

6,000 

80,000 
800 

2,000 

1.000 
8,000 
2,800 

£ 

288 
622 
186 

198 

11 

2,426 

28 

9,970 
80 

4 

679 

:  ""l 

£ 

662 
6,088 
1,764 

8,062 

894 

4,674 

4.,n 

4,W7 

^•222 

220 

1,996 

421 
8,000 
2,299 

£74,665 

£16,988 

£67,672 

£ 

88^739 
60 

£ 

8,989 
13 

£ 

34,800 
37 

£38,789 

£3,962 

£84,887 

1 
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XBl  MUmcnPAL  00BP0&A9I0N8'  ACT,  1882. 

Ordit  cfthe  OomieU/or  jmyment  ofJUcney  out  qfihe  OUy  ISmd,  from 
£6 A  March,  1883,  to  iSth  March,  X884. 


Sstlmate 
for  year 
ending 

1884. 

ActnalBz- 
venditore 

ending  25 
June,  1888. 

Bftlftiiflft  to 
Expend. 

Pkrluunentary  and  Mnnioipal  BMostn- 

tionAct... ...        ... 

Mnnidpal  EleotionB        

The  ezpenMS  of  proTidinff,  fmniahing, 

ponie  Bnlldiiigv,  including  tbe  Joa- 

tioM'  Boom  (if  any),  and  the  neoesaary 

expenaea  of  that  room : — 

TownHaUBoildinga          ...          1 

Polioe  Coort  BnUdmga       ...          / 

The  coata  and  ezpenaea  payable  by  the 

Corpooration  in  reapeot  of  the  proaeon- 

tion,  maintenance,  oonverance,  trana- 

port,  or  pnniahment  of  onendera : — 

Criminal  Proaecntiona        

AH  ezpenaea  charged  on  the  Qiiy  Fond ' 
by  any  Act  of  Parliament  or  other- 

wiaefyLaw     

AH  ezpenaea,  not  by  the  Mnnicipal  Act 

coned  in  carrying  the  Act  into  effect. 

487 
806 

1,560 

3,221 
87,200 

£ 
""24 

845 

776 
10,164 

£ 

487 
284 

1,206 

2;445 
27,086 

£42,716 

£11,800 

£81,407 

1 

TOWH  DOnkOTXHXlTT  COMMi'NEE, 

BtOmaiiM  and  JEbpeiuf tfurs  for  quarter-year  ending  gSth  Jvne,  1883. 


Bitimatea 
from  Hareh 

to'll^ 
88,1884. 

Actual  Bz- 
penditore 

ending  Jane 

Balaneato 
Kzpeud. 

Sewering    •••       •..        ...        ...        ... 

Plamng  and  Paying 

Street  Watering   !!!                              !!! 
ScavengingyindudinffremoTalofBozAahea 

Bemoval  of  Snow,  if  required 

Aahpit  deanaing 

SamtaryWork     

Street  Naming      

Special  Improvementa    

£ 

5,358 
12,585 
7,020 
1,105 
6,760 
1,000 
6,160 
8,250 

£ 

1,103 
1,994 
1,500 
231 
1,604 

M35 
566 

£ 

4,255 
10,591 
5,520 
874 
5,156 
1,000 
4,825 
2,684 

48,288 

180 

1,550 

134 

34,905 

82 

1,416 

£44,018 

£8,515 

£36,403 

i                1 
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WATOH  oomfinsB. 
JMnuilef  tmd  Eq^emUHare  for  quarier-ff^mr  eiM»g  tSA  Jwm,  JS8S. 


Brtlmstei 

from 

MMaieh, 

1888.  to  88 

]Cai^l88A. 

AetoalBx. 

BdnottD 

OinTAL. 

PoUoe  and  Fin  Brigade  StetioB— Wert- 

g»te 

XAZNTlNAirOS  OfHABOn. 

PoUoe  Pay  and  aothing 

Police  Continffent  Expenses      

Fire  Brigade  Pay 

Fire  Brigade  Contangent  Ezpeniea 
Bepairt  and  Painting  to  Pofioe  Stations 

Street  Lighting     

SaleofOasAot 

£ 
4,000 

£ 
23 

£ 
8,977 

£4,000 

£23 

£9.977 

£ 

19,712 

680 
466 

860 

40 

8,100 

130 

£ 

4,750 

830 

173 

86 

61 

20 

£ 

14,953 

S;246 

507 

430 

889 

40 

5|714 

110 

£32,662 

£8,264 

£24,288 

• 

ISatknaiei  and  ApendUure  far  quarUr-year  tnding  9Sth  Jwte,  JS8S. 


Bsttmatei 
from 

188S.toU 
March,  1884. 

AotDSlBs- 
MDdltore 

June,  1888. 

Byaootto 

XAINTBITANOB  GBABOS. 

Longh  Models       

Armfltrong  Park  Maintenance 

All  Saints'  Charoh  Yard 

Interest  and  repayment  of  capital 

Elswick  Park  Formation 

Armstrong  Park  Formation      

£ 

794 

140 

1,217 

60 

46 

8,636 

£ 

194 
44 

878 

8 

21 

413 

£ 

600 
06 

844 
42 
25 

a,2a 

6,882 

876 
660 

1,068 

6 
178 

4,829 

370 
482 

£6,018 

£1,287 

£6,681 

- 
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aiANITABT  OOKHimi. 

EtHmatti  €md  EapendUwre  for  quarter  year  ending  S5th  /une,  1S8S. 


Bstimates 
1884. 

pendltnre 

ending  Jane 
98,1888. 

BalMioeto 
Bspend. 

OAFZTAL. 

Fever  BoepUaL 

Kew  Hospital— Land      

PtetBoilSina      

Duinfeeting  Booms  and  ApiMur»tii8     ... 
Simdria. 

Health  Department        

Byker  SmiOl-poz  ObniraleeoQDt  Home  ... 

FeTor  Hoenital,  Bath  Lane        

Moor  Smafl-poz  Hoepital           

Bepain  to  Byker  Hospital  Bnildinga  ... 

£ 

5,000 

1,600 

860 

160 

"^5 

£ 

5,000 

1,600 

850 

145 

£7,500 

£5 

£7,405 

£ 

8,238 
468 

1,490 
646 

£ 

584 
168 
460 
262 

£ 

2,694 
800 

1,040 
394 

£5,832 

£1,404 

£4,428 

TOWK  MOOR  MANAOBMUffT  OOMMIXTEB. 

AHmtUee  and  IbqtendUure  for  quarter  year  ending  96th  June,  tSSS. 


Bitlmates 

ftom 

MMuob, 

1888,  to  25 

Maroh,1884. 

ActoalBx. 
penditore 
fori-yeftr 

BiOuoeto 
Expend. 

CAPITAL. 

2bwn  Moor  Beereatkm  Ground. 
Laying  oat  Gnmnd  within  the  Bndo- 
mrea  on  Town  Moor  at  Beereatian 
Oroonds 

MAIHISirAKOB  OBABan. 

Leaiea  Park  Maintenance         

Leasee  Park  Formation 

Bcaodling  Park  Maintenance    

£ 
1,000 

£ 
18 

£ 
082 

£1,000 

£18 

£982 

£ 

710 
230 
800 

£ 

168 
14 
58 

£ 

547 
216 
242 

£1,240 

£285 

£1,005 
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PUBLIC  T.T^TtATtTM  CnifMIITXB. 

StUmaUB  and  Expenditure  far  quarter  year  ending  26th  June^  188S. 


itonl 

1888, 
toW  ^^ 
1884. 


penditon 

e&duigS5 
JiUM,  1888. 


Intereit  on  LoMia 

SaUries  of  librarian  and  AatiatantB    . . . 
PrintiD^,    Stationery,    Inaiiranoe^    Gaa 

Repairs,  ko 

Olaiaee,  &o.  ...        ...        ...        ... 

Books,  Magazines,  &o.    BJcpended  £2,341 
LeM— Oat  of  sorplos  £2,291 


743 


453 
414 

1,047 


£3,349 


142 

178 

145 

81 

50 


£ 
601 

514 

308 

333 

997 


£596 


£2,753 


In 


BSTDLLTia  AND  IXPXNDITX7S1 

to  year  ending  March  MS,  1884> 


Bstimstod 

Bzpenditnre 

roryear 

ending  28 
Mutsh,  1884. 

Aetnsl 

Expenditure 

forf-yew 

endfngSX 

June,  1888. 

Bslaaoeto 
Ki^end. 

SUMMART. 

Finanoe  Committee    ...        

Watch  Committee     

Parka  Committee       

Sanitary  Committee 

Poblio  Libraries  Committee 

Town  Moor  Management  Committee 

Supplementsry  Estimate— Widening 
Quayside      

£ 
156,160 
44,918 
36,552 

6,918 
13,332 

3,349 

2,240 

£ 

32,244 

8,515 

8,287 

1.237 

1,409 

596 

253 

£ 

123,916 

36,403 

28,266 

5.681 
11,928 

2.753 

1,987 

263,469 
522 

62,541 

210^928 
522 

£263,991 

£52,541 

£211,450 

JoHK  J.  Pack,  Ci^  Treasnier. 
OOBPOBATIOlf  6T00K. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hkdlst  moyed  the  sealing  of  Corporation  stodc  certifi-* 
cates,  number  145  to  225,  and  of  stock  certificates  to  bearer, 
number  1  to  8.  The  amount  of  stock  issued  by  these  oerUlicatoi 
was  £100,490,  making  a  toUl  of  £274,850  now  issued. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbnbok  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  ta 
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LIABSB  AT  WnXDfOTOV  QUAY  AMD  WILKIB. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hhdlkt  mored  the  seating  of  the  lease  of  a  piece  of 
eroimd,  containing  268  square  yards,  situate  at  Western  Boad, 
Willington  Quay,  to  Mr.  Dancan  Eraser  ;  rent,  £6  lis.  6d.;  term, 
75  years  from  25th  March  last. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbssov  seconded  the  motion. 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Aid.  HsDLST  moved  the  sealing  of  the  lease  of  a  piece  of 
gronnd,  containing  1,436  square  yards,  situate  at  the  Willows, 
Walker,  to  8ir  W.  G.  Armstrong,  Mitchell,  and  Co.;  rent^  £10  ; 
term,  75  years  from  25th  March  last. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphinson  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  HoLHBS  said  he  would  like  to  have  some  explanation  of  the 
reason  why  there  was  a  difference  in  the  rents  pud  for  the  land,  all 
of  which  was  near  the  river. 

Mr.  Aid.  HsDLET  said  that  287  yards  of  the  land  leased  to  Arm- 
strong, Mitchell,  and  Go.  was  a  building  site,  at  4^d.  a  yard,  and 
the  remaining  1,149  yards  was  garden  ground,  at  one  penny  per 
yard.    This  lease  has  been  before  the  Property  Committee. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gail  :  The  laod  is  one  mile  from  the  river. 

Mr.  Wv.  Smith  said  the  land  at  Willington  Quay  was  being  laid 
out  for  new  streets.  The  land  let  to  Mr.  Duncan  Fraeer  was  close 
to  the  river,  and  the  rent  obtained  was  5d.  a  yard,  which  was  the 
best  price  the  Corporation  had  got  The  land  at  Walker  leased  to 
Armstrong,  Mitchell,  and  Co.  was  close  to  Walker  Station ;  the 
building  site  was  let  at  4id.  a  yard,  and  the  garden  ground  at  Id. 
a  yard.  When  the  Council  remembered  that  they  had  hundreds  of 
acres  around  Walker  Station  which  they  got  little  rent  from,  they 
would  consider  the  bargain  made  with  Armstrong,  Mitchell,  and 
Go.  a  very  good  one.  The  rent  obtained  was  according  to  the 
position  of  the  site.  For  land  near  the  river,  where  there  was  a 
great  demand  f6r  houses,  the  Corporation  were  able  to  get  4d  to 
5d.  a  yard. 

Mr.  RioHA&DSOR :  Have  Armstrong,  Mitchell,  and  Go.  power  to 
build  on  the  garden  land  7 

Mr.  W.  SiciTH :  No.  If  they  wish  to  build  they  would  have  to 
come  to  the  Council  to  get  consent,  and  to  have  the  rent  fixed. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.   Hbdubt,  seconded  by  Mr.   Aid 
Htkphbhson,  it  WAS  resolved  to  seal  the  following  leases : — 
Lease  of  a  piece  of  gtotind,  containing  806f  sqaare  yards,  titoate  at 


Northamberland  Terrace,  WilliDgton  Quay,  to  Mr.  Alezarder  Smith ;  rent, 
£15  6e.  6d.;  term,  75  years  from  from  29th  September  next. 

Lease  of  a  piece  of  ground,  containing  240  square  yards,  aitoate  at  Blitdhell 
Street,  Walker,  Mr.  Alexander  Greenhorn;  rent,  £4  10s.;  term,  75  yeats 
from  20th  September  next 
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J  o!  a  piaoe  of  groand,  ooiitainixig240  iqnare  ymfds,  niuite  at  MitoiMll 

Street,  Walker,  to  Mr.  Martin  John  Deyanay ;  rent,  £4  lOi.;  term,  76  yean 
from  29th  September  next. 

Leaee  of  a  pieoe  of  ground,  containing  342  iqnire  yards,  ntnate  at  Victoria 
Street,  Walker,  to  Mr.  Michael  Cariing ;  rent,  £7  28.  ^;  term,  76  yeen 
from  ^th  September  next. 

Leeie  of  apieoe of  ground,  oontelninfl  033  iqnare  yards,  aitaate  at  Beee 
mil  Boad,  WiUington  Quay,  to  Mr.  Duncan  Fraeer;  rent»  £19  Se.  9d.; 
term,  76  years  from  29th  S^tember  next. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlet  said  that  he  had  been  reqaested  to  mentioii 
that  land  at  Willington  and  Walker  was  now  going  off  very  satis- 
footorily  at  A^d.  per  sqaare  yard,  instead  of  3|d.  formerly  obtained. 
J£  a  line  of  tramway  were  laid  down  along  the  new  street  into 
Walker  it  wonld  increase  the  ralae  of  land. 

Mr.  HoLKis  :  As  vacant  land  gets  scarcer  we  will  get  a  Ughsr 
price. 

OOHBBNTS  TO  ASSIOmiBHTS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid  Ahous,  it  was  resolved  to  seal  the 
following  >— 

Oonsent  to  assignmentB  of  premises,  situate  and  being  number  14^  Falconsr 
Street,  part  of  the  Magdalene  Hospital  EMate. 

Ooneent  to  assignment  of  premises,  situate  and  being  number  8»  Saint 
Thomas'  Cresoent,  part  of  the  Magdalene  Hospital  Estate. 

Gonaent  to  assignment  of  premises,  aitnate  in  Jeemond  Road,  called  Oarlton 
House,  part  of  the  Magdalene  Hoepital  Estate. 

Gonaent  to  assignment  of  premises,  situate  and  being  number  37,  Jesmood 
Boad,  part  of  the  Magdalene  Hospital  Estate. 

Oonsent  to  assignments  of  premises,  situate  and  being  number  19|,  ShisU- 
field  Green,  part  of  the  Magaalene  Hoepital  Estate. 

Consent  to  assignment  <n  premises,  situate  and  being  number  9^  Saisl 
Thomas'  Oesoen^  part  of  the  Ma^alene  HospitaL 

Oonsent  to  assignment  of  premises,  situate  and  being  number  li,  SaiaA 
Thoroaa'  Crescent^  part  of  the  Magdalene  Hoepital  Estate. 

OLATTOV  BTBUT  FISH  KABKST. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  presented  the  following  report  :— 

The  Finance  Committee  have  to  report  that  it  is  requisite  that  Bye-Lsvi 
should  be  passed  b^  the  Council  for  the  regulation  of  the  Fish  Market  la 
Gbyton  Street,  which  would  be  the  means,  when  put  in  f oroe,  of  regnlatiog 
the  trade  carried  on  in  the  Market. 

Draft  copy  of  the  proposed  Bye-Laws  accompanies  this  report 

Thomis  Hxdlit,  Ohairmaa. 

Town  Hsll»  Newcastle,  19th  July,  1888. 

PSOPOBID  mxsmsHtov  of  tkaxwats. 
Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  presented  the  following  report :— • 

The  Town  Lnprorement  Committee  haye  to  report  to  the  Coandl  thai 
under  the  *'Newoastle<*upon-Tyne  Improvement  Act,  1882,"  the  Corporatioa 
haTC  power  to  conatruct  and  lay  down  tramwajrs  from  the  Central  Station, 

S'  a  junction  with  the  existing  line  of  tramways  along  CoUingwood  Strse^ 
oeley  Streeti  and  the  New  Bead,  and  tenninatinff  at  the  junction  of 
Church  Street  withQyker  Street,  in  the  township  ofWalker;  aadslses 
line  of  tramways  down  Pilgrim  Street  from  Ncrthumberisild  Street 
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A  uomy  of  the  nmte  bM  been  made,  and  after  oonaideratioii  yfmt 
oommittee  have  to  reoommend  that  for  the  present  they  be  anthorued  to 
oonatmot  and  lay  down  tnmways  from  the  Central  Station  over  the  Ouaebum 
Bridge  to  a  point  terminating  at  the  Northern  End  of  St.  Lawrenoe  Boad  s 
and  alao  the  line  of  tramways  down  Pilgrim  Street  from  Northumberland 
Street^  and  that  the  anestion  of  oonstmoting  a  line  of  tramwaya  from  St. 
Lawrence  Boad  to  Walker  be  postponed  nntil  further  particnlars  are 
received,  which  will  be  dnly  reported  to  the  Connoil. 

Before  oommenotng  the  work,  year  committee  pnrpoee  taking  the 
reqoitite  steps  to  let  on  lease  the  nroposed  tramways  on  the  most 
advantageous  terms  possible,  the  resiut  of  which  will  be  oommnnioated 
hereafter  to  the  GonnciL 

TBofl.  WzLSOK,  Chairman. 

Town  Hall,  Newcastle,  1st  Angost^  1883. 

Mr.  Aid.  8TBPHBN80N  asked  if  it  would  not  be  possible  in  conneo- 
tion  with  the  proposed  extension  of  the  tramways,  to  have  « 
connection  made  between  the  Westgate  Boad  line  and  the  Oentrai 
Station  line.  Jesmond  and  Scotswood  districts  had  direct  com- 
mnnioation  with  the  Central  Station  ;  and  it  was  desirable  to 
oonnect  the  Westgate  Road  line  also  with  the  Station  lines. 

Mr,  Aid.  WiLsoH  :  There  is  connection  already. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphsnson  :  Where  7 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLSOH :  By  Grainger  Street  We  hare  no  power  to 
constmct  any  other  lines  than  those  mentioned  in  the  bill 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbpbehson  understood  the  property  at  the  bottom  of 
Westgate  Hill  was  to  he  bought  and  pulled  down  to  enable  the 
tramway  to  he  laid. 

Mr.  Aid.  WuaoH :  We  have  power  to  take  that  property,  but 
not  to  make  a  tramway  from  Westgate  Road  to  the  Railway 
Station. 

Mr.  YouLL  asked  whether,  seeing  the  list  of  leases  sealed  that 
day,  and  the  way  in  which  the  Walker  estate  was  being  developedi 
the  committee  had  fally  and  properly  considered  the  question  of 
extending  the  tramway  into  Walker. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  It  has  been  consideredi  but  we  haye  not  fully 
decided  which  line  we  will  take ;  but  before  long  we  will  report  fully 
on  the  subject 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith  :  The  committee  should  let  the  Property  Com- 
mittee know  what  they  intend  to  do.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a 
tramway  to  Walker  would  be  a  paying  lina 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  There  is  no  doubt  of  that. 

jaSMOND  DBNX. — ^ELSWIOK  PABX. 

Mr.  Nbwton  presented  the  following  report  :— 

The  Pa^s  Ck>mmittee  haye  to  report  to  the  Coondl  that  the  Armstrong 
Pwk  Snb-Comivittee  have  recently  completed  the  estimates  of  the  cost  <n 
the  requirements  in  connection  with  the  recent  gift  of  land  by  Sir  W.  Q. 
Armstrong,  O.B*,  as  an  extension  to  the  present  Armstrong  Park. 

The  area  of  the  new  park  oomprises  62|  acres. 
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Hie  detailed  ertinifttes  whiofa  hare  been  prepared  are  aa  foUows  : —    . 

CAPITAL  A0OOVHT.  £    ■.     d. 

2»lfi0  lineal  yaxdapariL  paling         st7a.  =  762  10    0 

1,750  lioeal  yarda  fencing  to  roada at  ^i.  6d.  =  218  15    0 

2  entraaoe  lodgea,  ladiee' cloak  room,  Ae. 1,000    0    0 

Entrance  gate  and  pillan  at  aoath  end  of  park 100    0    0 

Entrance  gate  at  north  end  with  stone  piUaca      100    0    0 

Entrance  ntea  at  north-eaat  end 100    0    0 

2,000  lineal  yards  Imng  oat  walks at28.  6d.=:  250    0    0 

1,400  lineal  yards  of  forming  carriage  roads  from  J  F  K  H 

on  plan     atiSs.  =  8»160    0    0 

400  linokl  yaids  of  foroiing  carriage  road  at  sonth  end  of 

park         at  45s.  =  900    0    0 

000  fineal  yards  fencing  to  soath  end  of  park      ...        at  5s.  =  200    0    0 
300  lineal  yards  forming  footpaths  at  St  Mary's  Chapel, 

8  ft  wide atSs.  6d.  =  52  TO    0 

1  ornamental  entnnoe  gate  with  stone  ptUars     75    0    0 

450  lineal  yards  forming  footpath  at  north  end  of  park  at  5s.  =  112  10    0 

500  yards  fencing  to  north  end  of  park      at  28.  6d.  =  02  10    0 

Moving  farm  houdings  at  High  Heaton 000    0   0 

^67,073  15   0 

DRAXHDia. 

1,000  lineal  yards  9  in.  pipes at6s.=  £250    0    0 

500  lineal  yaids  12  in.  pipes at  8s.  ==     200    0    0 

450    0   0 

OOHVllflKirOM. 

4  nrinak  and  closets     at  £50:=  £200    0    0 

lOOseats at 32s.  =     160    0    0 

Tods        100    0    0 

460    0   0 


£8,583  15   0 
Oontingencea,  10  per  cent     658    6   0 

Total  capital  expenditure       £9,442    0   0 

The  amrnal  ezpenditara  heing  the  coat  of  maintaining  the  new  park  (when 
finally  given  up  to  the  Corporation)  will  be  £1,494,  in  addition  to  which 
there  will  be  toe  repayment  of  capital  in  the  manner  of  a  sinking  fond,  viz., 
a  sum  consisting  of  pnooipal  and  mtereat  betng  set  apart  each  year  as  re- 
payment of  the  money  borrowed.  Your  oommittee  have  to  point  oat,  that 
it  will  be  necessary  that  an  application  be  made  to  the  Local  €k)Yemment 
Board,  in  order  that  the  reqmsite  power  may  be  obtained  to  borrow  the 
amount  reqalred,  so  as  to  enable  the  Corporation  to  proceed  with  the  worki 
attending  the  extension  of  the  Armstrong  Park. 

An  additional  park  or  district  rate  on  the  rateable  valne  of  the  property 
assessed  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  will  also  be  required  to  be 
approved  of  hereafter. 

Hbnrt  W.  Nxwton,  Chairman. 

30th  July,  1883. 

*     Mr.  Nbwton  presented  the  following  report : — 

The  Parks  Committee  have  to  report  to  the  Conncfl  that  a  sum  of  £1,900 
Is  needed,  over  and  above  the  amount  authorised  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  be  borrowed,  by  the  Corporation,  in  connection  with  the  completion 
of  the  capital  account  of  works  required  in  the  layfaig  out,  &o.,  for  imblio 
purposes  of  the  Armstrong  Ptttk.  >/    o      -^       >         mt 
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The  expenditure  if  m  follows  :— 

Sunken  Footpath  ^ 

Bowling  Qreen 

Ayiary      

Refreehment  Boom       

Beer  Pit 

BftthinaPlAoe     

Bridge      

Some  spent  for  requisite  Improyements       

£1,960    0    6 
Tonr  committee  have  to  recommend  the  ConnoU  to  direct  that  an  applioa- 
tion  be  made  to  the  Looal  €k>yemment  Board  for  their  consent  to  the 
Corporation  borrowing  this  amount. 

Yoor  committee  deeire  also  to  point  ont  to  the  OooncO  that  in  their  opinion 
the  time  has  arrived  when  an  extension  of  the  present  nark  land  shomd  be 
carried  ont  at  Ekwiok,  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  dense  population 
residing  in  that  district,  and  have  to  recommend  that  the  Parks  Committee 
be  ftuthorised  to  consider  how  that  object  can  be  best  accomplished,  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Council. 
30th  July,  1883.  Hknbt  W.  Nbwton,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith  said  the  resolntion  of  the  commitlee  was  to  the 
effect  that  they  negotiate  with  Mr.  Angos  as  to  the  extension  of 
Elswick  Parky  and  report  to  the  Coancil 

The  Matob:  Ton  most  settle  that  with  the  chairman  of  the 
oommittea 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Riohardsok,  seconded  by  Mr.  Stout,  it 
was  resolved  that  the  reports  be  printed  and  circulated  among  the 
members  of  the  Council. 

TBI  SITB  rOR  THB  OOLLXOB  OF  SOIBNOB. 

Mr.  Aid.  Cail  asked  the  chairman  of  the  Town  Moor  Manage- 
ment Committee  what  had  been  done  with  respect  to  the  carrying 
oat  of  the  agreement  made  with  the  Ooliege  of  Science,  on  April  7, 
1880. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hahond  said  no  agreement  was  in  existence  with  respect 
to  «  site  for  the  College  of  Science.  The  question  referred  by  the 
Cooncil  to  the  committee  with  regard  to  the  appropriation  of  fire 
acres  of  land  at  the  fiall  Park,  was  under  consideration  at  the  last 
meeting,  and  the  farther  consideration  was  deferred.  The  Ooandl 
had  no  Parliamentary  power  to  give  to  the  College  the  land  in  qaes- 
tion,  and  it  would  be  at  least  two  years  before  such  power  could  be 
obtained.  Negotiations  were  proceeding  with  the  freemen  with 
regard  to  a  new  Bull  Park  ;  and  supposing  the  Council  had  now 
power  to  give  the  land  to  the  College,  it  could  not  be  done  until  a 
new  Bull  Park  was  provided.  The  Council  had  also  referred  to  the 
committee  the  question  of  the  formation  of  a  recreation  ground  on 
the  Nuns'  Moor.  In  the  Act  of  1882  the  Council  took  power  to 
exchange  15  or  20  acres  of  the  Town  Moor  Eecreation  Ground  for 
a  similar  quantity  on  the  Nuns*  Moor.  It  would  be  indiscreet  to 
hand  over  the  Bull  Park  to  any  person  until  these  matters  had 
been  definitely  arranged  with  the  Freemen. 

xl 
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TRI  MEDICAL  OFFIOBB  OF  HEALTH*8  ANKUAL  BBPORT. 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLBOH  said  he  had  to  call  the  attention  of  the  OoancU 
to  the  Tery  valuable  report  which  had  been  presented  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  (see  appendix).  He  was  afraid  that  this  report 
was  not  considered  so  generally  interesting  to  members  of  the 
Conncil  as  it  ought  to  be.  The  report  was  fall  of  the  most  valaable 
information  respecting  the  town — information  which  every  member 
of  the  Oonncil  shonld  be  fhlly  alive  to  ;  and  he  believed  the 
majority  of  the  members  were  anzioos  to  have  the  information,  aad 
to  make  the  best  nse  of  it  they  could.  The  report  contained  the 
fullest  details  of  everything  connected  with  the  health  of  Newcastle. 
The  death  rate  for  last  year  was,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  not  so  favour- 
able as  it  had  been  previously,  there  being  a  slight  increase  on  the 
two  previous  years  ;  but  the  great  amount  of  sickness  there  had 
been  must  have  prepared  them  for  that  increase^  The  report  ooo- 
tained  the  number  of  deaths  from  various  diseases,  and  compared 
the  sub-districts  with  each  other.  Reference  was  made  to  cymotio 
diseases,  and  the  mortality  in  each  sub-district  was  shown.  He 
was  sorry  to  see  that  Westgate  and  fiyker  still  supplied  the 
largest  number  of  deaths  from  small-pox ;  but  the  committee  hoped 
that,  having  the  facts  brought  before  them,  they  would  be  able  to 
cope  with  them,  and  get  the  districts  into  a  more  healthy  condition. 
The  deaths  from  small-pox  last  year  had  been  57,  against  10  in 
1881 ;  scarlet  fever  82  deaths,  against  52  in  1881 ;  whooping 
cough  107  against  70;  typhus  SO  against  20 ;  enteric  fever  SO 
against  38;  and  diarrhoda  159  against  149.  Deaths  from  bron- 
chitis and  pneumonia  had  been  as  follows: — Westgate  district 
(with  the  Workhouse)  136  last  year  against  160  in  1881  ;  St. 
Andrews  46  against  50;  6t.  Nicholas  (with  the  Infirmary)  86 
against  37 ;  All  Saints  86  against  85 ;  Byker  92  against  77 ; 
making  a  totol  of  896  in  1882  against  409  in  1881.  It  was  very 
sad  that  there  was  again  a  very  large  mortality  among  Infanta 
under  one  year  of  age ;  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  bad 
been  914  against  820  in  1881 ;  and  the  report  gave  the  various 
diseases  which  had  famished  those  deaths.  Marriages  had  been  fewer 
than  in  the  previous  year,  the  number  being  1,428  against  1,717  in 
1881.  Reference  was  next  made  to  the  great  difficulty — the  almost 
utter  impossibility — of  treating  patiente  at  the  feter  hospiUl  in 
Bath  Lane,  because  of  the  defective  condition  of  the  house,  and  the 
large  number  of  patients  there  had  been  to  deal  with.  During 
the  whole  of  the  year  the  hospital  had  never  been  without 
patients.  The  Council  were  told  that  all  that  was  needed  at  the 
fever  house  was  a  little  soap  and  a  brush  to  clean  the  walls,  but  the 
experience  of  the  year  proved  that  the  decision  of  the  C])ouncil  to 
erect  a  new  hospital  was  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  He  hoped 
in  a  short  time  to  place  before  them  plans  for  the  new  hospital,  and 
it  was  important  that,  the  work  should  be  executed  as  soon  as 
possible.     The  report  contained  information  as  to  the  origin  and 
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I  of  spread  of  small-poz,  and  ferers  of  vArions  kinds.  Attention 
[  called  in  the  report  to  the  sanitary  defects  of  single  houses  and 
of  blocks  of  honses ;  and  one  subject  of  great  importance  referred  to 
by  Dr.  Armstrong  would  hare  to  be  dealt  with  very  shortly  by  the 
Saaitiury  Committee— the  slaughter  houses  in  the  town.  There 
were  a  certain  number  of  slaughter  houses  admirably  managed  and 
kept  in  the  best  possible  condition,  but  the  condition  of  a  large 
number  of  other  slaughter  honses  was  the  very  reverse ;  and  the 
committee  would  have  to  bring  before  the  Council  plans  for  an 
entirely  new  system  of  slaughter  houses.  This  was  a  matter  which 
bore  materially  upon  the  health  of  the  town,  and  must  be  dealt  with. 
Br.  Armstrong  also  reported  fully  with  regard  to  dairies,  flagging, 
paving,  unwholesome  provisions,  and  a  variety  of  other  things  which 
affected  the  general  health  of  the  town.  Having  all  these  matters 
pointed  out  to  them  in  the  report,  he  hoped  the  Council  would  not 
be  slow  to  profit  by  the  able  advice  given  to  them  by  Dr.  Armstrong. 

Mr.  C.  8.  Smith  said  all  matters  connected  with  the  health  of  the 
town  were  carefully  attended  to  by  the  Medical  Officer,  and  the 
Sanitary  Committee  met  every  alternate  Wednesday  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  all  the  work  needed  to  be  dona  The  hospital  upon 
the  Moor  had  been  most  useful,  there  having  been  no  less  than 
between  250  and  260  small-poz  patients  successfully  treated  in  it. 
He  had  great  pleasure  in  recommending  the  report  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  members. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gbbgsoh  said  the  report  was  an  able  one,  and  went 
minutely  into  many  matters.  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  had  stated  that 
Dr.  Armstrong  had  traced  the  origin  of  small  pox  and  scarlet  fever. 
They  knew  nothing  of  the  origin  of  those  diseases,  and,  until  they 
did,  they  must  not  speak  of  stamping  out  the  diseases. 

Mr.  Babkas  said  he  was  glad  to  hear  Mr.  Aid.  Qregson  praise 
the  very  excellent  report  of  the  Medical  Officer.  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson 
had  referred  to  Westgate  and  Byker  as  two  districts  in  which  the 
mortality  had  been  very  high,  and,  unless  explained,  that  observation 
might  1^  to  some  misapprdbiension.  A  reference  to  page  1  of  the 
report  showed  that  Byker,  instead  of  standing  high  in  the  scale  of 
mortality,  stood  comparatively  low.  The  district  with  the  highest 
rate  of  mortality  was  St.  Nicholas*,  which  arose  from  the  fact  that 
the  Infirmary  and  Fever  Hospital  were  in  that  district.  The  infant 
mortality  was  very  high.  In  1879,  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age  was  784 ;  in  1880,  927 ;  in  1881,  820 ;  and 
in  1882,  914.  The  total  number  of  deaths  in  1882  was  3,403;  and 
the  infant  mortality  formed  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  entire 
deaths.  He  did  not  know  whether  this  was  an  illustration  of 
Darwin's  theory  of  the  survival  of  the  fittest — possibly  it  was;  but 
in  walking  along  tiie  streets  of  Newcastle  they  could  not  help 
observing  of  late  strong  stalwart  young  fellows — he  did  not  know 
whether  it  was  owing  to  the  training  as  volunteers— in  greater 
Bunbeffs  than  when  he  was  a  young  man,  and  also  the  great  number 
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of  beaatifdl  women  there  were.  The  sickly  ohildren,  m  a  matter  of 
course,  died.  It  was  desirable  that  the  Medical  Officer  should 
direct  the  attention  of  mothers  to  the  importance  of  attending  to  sU 
sanitary  laws  that  were  likely  to  give  their  children  a  chance  of  more 
extended  life.  He  asked  the  Chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Committee 
whether  the  mortality  at  the  excellent  small-pox  hospital  upon  the 
Moor  had  been  smaller  than  at  the  hospital  in  fiath  Lane.  When 
an  epidemic  occurred  it  was  not  only  important  that  the  working 
classes  and  poor  people  shonld  be  able  to  send  patients  to  the 
hospital,  but  it  was  desirable  that  the  more  wealthy  inhabitants 
shonld  also  be  enabled  to  send  patients  to  the  hospital  where  thej 
could  be  treated  according  to  the  best  mode  ;  and  he  did  not  obserre 
from  the  report  that  any  hospital  provision  was  to  be  made  for 
such  cases.  There  was  one  matter  connected  with  the  report  whiefa 
struck  him  as  rather  unfair.  Upon  the  map  accompanying  the  report 
Stowell  Street  was  corered  with  spots  indicating  cases  of  small- 
pox, and  the  inference  would  be  drawn  that  there  was  a  connection 
between  the  small-pox  hospital  in  Bath  Lane,  and  the  cases  in 
Stowell  Street  Although  the  hospital  had  been  there  for  a  great 
number  of  years,  Stowell  Street  had,  taking  into  account  the  kind  of 
street  it  was  and  its  population,  been  one  of  the  healthiest  streets  in 
Newcastle.  He  obserred  that  the  City  Engineer  and  his  offidals 
were  not  only  paying  attention  to  the  cleansing  of  ash  pita,  bat 
were  also  throwing  in  lime,  and  he  wished  to  know  whether  that 
was  being  done  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  city  as  well  as  in  the  better 
districts.  He  hoped  the  general  drainage  of  the  town  would  be 
carefully  looked  after  by  the  Committee,  the  City  Engineer,  and  the 
Medical  Officer. 

Mr.  Stbphbxts  said  the  mortality  of  St.  Nicholas*  district  was 
higher  than  that  of  other  districts  because  the  Tnfirmary  was  in 
that  district.  A  great  many  of  the  people  admitted  into  the 
Infirmary  suffering  from  accidents  died  within  twelve  hours  after 
admission  ;  but,  so  far  as  the  general  rate  of  mortality  in  connectton 
with  the  various  diseases  treated,  he  believed  the  Infirmary  would 
compare  favourably  with  any  other  institution. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlet  :  Why  shonld  not  the  infirmary  and  the  ferer 
hospital  returns  be  kept  separate  7 

Mr.  TouLL  said  that,  in  regard  to  the  remarks  made  by  Mr. 
Barkas  relative  to  Stowell  Street,  it  was  evident  he  (Mr.  Barkas) 
had  not  read  the  report  as  to  contagious  diseases  presented  to  the 
Local  Government  Board,  in  which  it  was  clearly  shown  that  when 
a  large  number  of  small-pox  cases  were  brought  into  one  hospital 
within  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  afterwards  small-pox  appeared  in 
the  surrounding  district,  and  large  numbers  of  deaths  occurred. 
This  was  brought  before  the  Sanitary  Authority  when  th^ 
commenced  to  extend  the  fever  hospital  in  Bath  Lane,  and  ik 
believed  it  was  partly  in  consequence  of  that  report  that  the  erection 
was  pulled  down,  and  a  hospital  erected  upon  the  Moor.    There  was 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


iai|.j  MOWQAaTUA  OOCNOlii.  361 


no  doubt  that  the  omm  in  Stowell  Street  wece  almost  entirelj 
attribotable  to  small-poz  patients  being  taken  to  Bath  Lane 
Hospital  The  same  report  showed  that  scarlet  fever  was  not  of 
snch  a  contagions  nature,  and  did  not  affect  the  district  where  a 
hospital  was.  He  hoped  the  Sanitary  Anthmty  would  continue  to 
send  all  small-pox  patients  to  the  hospital  on  the  Moor.  With 
regard  to  sanitary  work  he  was  quite  sure  that  so  far  as  this  city 
was  concerned  they  had  no  need  to  add  one  single  iota  to  the  excite- 
ment already  aroused  in  the  coantry  regarding  cholera.  He  believed 
the  Sanitary  Authority  and  the  City  Engineer  were  doing  every- 
thing that  possibly  could  be  done  to  prevent  any  disease  of  this  kind 
spreading.  One  great  complaint  in  1853  was  that  Newcastle  had 
not  a  sufficieot  supply  of  water,  but  the  recent  additions  made  to 
the  Water  Company's  reservoirs,  and  the  fact  that  there  were  now 
1,500,000,000  gallons  of  water  in  store,  ought  to  keep  the  oitisens 
^iet  on  this  point. 

Mr.  Aid.  Cail  said  that  anyone  who  walked  along  the  back  of 
Stowell  Street,  and  looked  down  into  the  yards,  and  saw  the  privies 
and  midden  steads,  would  see  quite  salient  to  account  for  any 
amount  of  disease  there. 

Mr.  0.  8.  Smith,  in  reply  to  Mr.  fiarkas,  said  attention  was  being 
paid  to  the  ashpits,  &c,  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  said  he  could  not  give  details  as  to  the 
mortality  from  small-pox  at  the  Bath  Lane  Hospital  and  the  Town 
Moor  Hospital.  The  hospital  upon  the  Moor  had  worked  admir- 
ably. The  lower  parts  of  the  town  were  being  specially  attended 
to  in  regard  to  drainage  and  limeing. 

Mr.  Tbmplb  said  the  death  rate  of  All  Saints  district  was  higher 
than  that  of  Byker  or  Westgate. 

TBAlfWAT  AOBOflS  FOBTB  BTBBBT. 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLSOH  moved  the  adoption  of  the  rep<Mrt  of  the  Town 
Improvement  Committee  recommending  the  grants  of  an  application 
from  Messrs.  B.  Stephenson  and  Co.  to  lay  a  tramway  across  Forth 
Street  (p.  317).  He  said  the  tramway  would  be  used  for  the  purpose 
of  hauling  locomotives,  not  under  steam,  on  to  the  railway.  The 
heavy  locomotives  hitherto  had  had  to  pass  over  the  streets,  and  cut 
up  the  pavement ;  and  the  laying  of  this  tramway  would  bo  a  great 
saving  to  the  town. 

Mr.  Aid.  Cail  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  :  I  presume  Messrs.  Stephenson  can  take  in  all 
goods  by  the  tramway.     I  would  not  confine  it  simply  to  engines. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  It  is  simply  a  tramway  to  take  the  engines 
across  to  the  railway  without  steam. 

The  Town  Clebk  :  The  report  does  not  mention  "  engines  not 
under  steam."    I  think  you  should  add  those  words  to  the  report. 
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Mr.  Aid.  W1L8OH 
Agreed  to. 


Ton  oan  add  those  words. 


THI  OOIXIOB  OF  PHTBIOAL  BOIBITOB. 

Mr.  Aid.  SnPHuraov  moved  the  oonfirmation  of  the  report  of  the 
Finance  Committee  recommending  that  Thomas  George  Qibeon  and 
Thomas  Hedley,  Esqnires^  be  elected  representatiTes  on  the  Boaid 
of  Governors  of  the  College  of  Physical  Science  (p.  817). 

Mr.  Aid.  TouHO  seconded  the  motion. 


Agreed  to. 


GAB  SUFPLT. 


Mr.  Aid.  BrsFHursoir  presented  the  following  report : — 

Laboratoiy  and  Aasay  Office,  75,  Side,  Neweastle-iipon-Tjma» 
28th  July,  1883. 
DlAB  Sib, — ^I  have  the  honoiir  of  sending  yon  the  remdts  of  my  ena- 
fawtion  of  tiie  cmalilnr  of  the  ns  eapplied  to  this  city  by  the  NewoasOa- 
iq^-l^e  end  datesheed  Gas  Company : — 


Onto. 

nittndaaUns  powttr 
lntp«nBoandlei. 

aolphiirinlOO 
onbiofeatofgM. 

hj&togmu 

Jnly    6 

16-2 
16-5 
15-8 
15-7 

4*66  grains. 

11 " 

3-87      „ 

ITiL 

„     11 

„     18 

!  26 :;::;..:. 

Sugg's  No.  1  London  bnmer  and  the  Metronolitan  Gas  Referees'  solphar 
teeting  apparatus  are  need  in  testing.  Aocoroing  to  Act  of  Parliament  tha 
gas,  when  tested  with  thle  apparatus,  should  not  be  of  lesi  "'""'''***T>g 
power  than  15i  standard  spenn  oandles,  nor  contain  more  than  20  grsios 
of  sulphur  per  100  cubic  feet.  The  gas  should  also  be  quits  free  from 
sal^^nrstted  hydrogen. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly,  John  Panmoir. 

To  Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson,  Ghainnan  of  the  Gas  and  Water  GonuBittsa 
of  the  Newcastle-upcii-I^  City  ConneiL 

THS  WATIB  BUPPLT. 

Mr.  YoULL  presented  the  following  reports  : — 

Laboratoiy  and  Assay  Office,  76,  Side,  Newcsstle-oB-^fBe» 

July  21et,  1883. 

I  beg  to  report  that  I  haye  analysed  a  sam^  of  the  water  supplied  to 

this  city  by  the  Newcastle  and  Uateshead  Water  Company,  takmi  by 

me  from  a  tm  in  Dean  8treet|  on  the  9th  instant,  and  that  I  find  it 

oontains  as  follows,  per  gallon : — 

TotolMUdmfttitar  dried  at  nS0Vi]i....M. IS-MOfn. 

Oblorin* • «..••• • ••••••••. 0-880   « 

Fhoiphario  add BUghtmoe 

Vltrastt M Bltntof   ••080gi& 

▲mmoaia   • • Nona 

AUmndnoid ammoBia OHMSsn. 

Oz7gaiiabMrbedlmiii«Uatelja»80OFah.  01MS   » 

OzyMnabaorbadia  fear  boon        da  • OIOI   » 

HaidiMMbafonbolll]iR(01arlrt'aaaala) IMdita. 

tfardnan  after  boUliiff  one  hour  (do.)  * •     M    - 

BmaUwhnhaatadtolOOoiUu  .  " 

lOflraooBloal  a 
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Tail  lample  ud  thrM  othen,  taken  on  the  wme  dmv  from  tape  in 
Blawiok  Road,  Sootswood  Road,  and  the  Qnayeide,  were  all  in  sood  condi- 
tion aa  regarda  deameia.    In  other  reepeots  the  water  ia  of  gooa  quality. 

(Signed)    John  Pattxhsov. 

J.  G.  Tonll,  Esq.,  Yioe-Ohairmaa  of  the  Gas  and  Water  Committee 
of  the  Newcaatle-npon-Tyne  Oity  Ckmnoil. 


QTTAHTITT  OV  WATBB  IV  8T0BB. 

Whittle  Dene  reaerToiis        425,390,236  galla. 

Hallington  reaeryoir 647,288.120     „ 

Colt  Crag  reserroir     373,775,417     „ 

Little  Swinbnm  reaerroir      29,776,080     „ 

Total        1,476,206,752    „ 

July  Slatk  1883.  Gbo.  Smith,  Seoretary. 

BOWLIVO  TBAOK  OB  THB  TOWN  MOOB. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamohd  moved  the  oonfirmatioii  of  the  report  of  the 
Town  Moor  Mauagement  Gommittee  dated  June  5, 1882,  relative  (o 
the  formation  of  a  bowling  track  upon  the  Town  Moor  (p.  284  in 
reports  for  1881-2).  He  said  the  oonBideratlon  of  this  report  had 
been  delayed  for  reasons  which  it  was  not  worth  while  explaining ; 
and  it  was  now  pressed  for  confirmation  in  order  that  the  Mayor 
might  be  able  to  report  to  the  October  Guild  of  the  Freemen  that 
the  Oonncil  had  agreed  to  the  views  entertained  by  the  freemen,  and 
were  determined  that  the  pablic  should  be  no  longer  inconvenienced, 
and  their  lives  placed  in  jeopardy  by  the  bowling  as  at  present 
carried  on  upon  the  Town  Moor.  The  cost  of  making  a  track  1,000 
yards  long,  16  yards  wide,  with  a  ditch  on  each  side,  would  be  £130, 
and  towards  that  the  Council  would  give  £65  out  of  the  balance  of 
the  money  left  over  from  the  last  races  held  on  the  Moor,  and  tho 
freemen  would  contribute  the  other  hal£  The  oommittee  were 
determined,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Council,  when  the  track  was 
made,  to  take  measures  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  Town  Moor  in 
regard  to  bowling.  They  did  not  wish  to  obstruct  bowling,  but 
would  encourage  it  to  be  carried  on  w\th  safety  to  the  public,  with 
prudence  to  the  bowlers  themselves,  and  without  detriment  to  the 
herbage.  He  added  that  the  committee  had  arranged  with  the 
freemen  as  to  the  site  of  a  new  bull  park ;  and  that  there  were  good 
grounds  for  believing  a  satisfactory  arrangement  would  be  made  by 
which  a  portion  of  the  Nuns'  Moor  would  be  appropriated  as  a 
recreation  ground  for  Westgate. 

Mr.  Wilson  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Babkas  asked  if  the  Conncil  had  power  to  compel  bowlers  td 
keep  to  the  track. 

The  Town  Clbbk  :  Ton  have  power  to  prevent  bowling  on  any 
other  part  of  the  Town  Moor,  which  practically  means  making  the 
bowJen  go  upon  the  track. 
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Mr.  W1L8OV :  I  bdieye  jon  can  compel  them  not  to  bowl  on  Uie 

Moor  at  aiL 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

TBI  UOHTIira  OF  JBSMOHD  WISliBTAH  OHAPIL  OLOOK. 

Mr.  W.  Sutton  proposed  *^  That  as  the  dock  plaoed  in  the  spm 
of  the  Wesleyan  Chapel,  Jesmond,  is  «  great  public  oonTenienoe,  it 
be  lighted  daring  the  night  at  the  expense  of  the  Corporation.*' 

Mr.  Stepbhts  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  W.  SifiTH:  What  is  the  annual  expense  of  lighting  All 
Saints  Clock  f 

Mr.  Aid.  Gbbobon  :  Aboat  £20  a  year. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamohd:  Something  like  £10. 

Mr.  Smith  :  I  understand  it  is  something  like  £60. 

The  Mayor  :  What  will  be  the  cost  of  lighting  the  Jesmond 
dock? 

Mr.  Sttttoh  :  I  cannot  tell. 

Mr.  W.  Bkitb  said  the  lighting  of  the  Jesmond  clock  would  be 
a  great  convenience,  but  the  Council  should  know  what  the  oost 
would  be.  He  learnt  from  Mr.  Laws  that  the  lighting  of  AD 
Saints  Church  clock  cost  fully  three  times  the  amount  expected. 

Mr.  Stephbks  :  I  beliere  this  will  not  cost  more  than  £15  a 
year. 

Agreed  to. 

PROPOSED    HEW   HIGH   LBTBL  BRIDGE   ACROSS  THE  TTHS. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamokd  proposed  the  following  resolution  : — *^  That 
considering  the  heavy  burden  at  present  borne  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Newcastle  and  Gateshead  in  the  form  of  tolls  levied  by  the  North 
Eastern  Railway  Company  in  respect  of  passengers  and  vehiclce 
crossing  the  High  Level  Bridge,  it  is  expedient  that  a  bridge  should 
be  constructed  across  the  Tyne  jointly  by  the  Corporations  of  New- 
castle and  Gateshead,  and  that  the  Parliamentary  and  Bye-Laws 
Committee  be  requested  to  confer  with  the  representatives  of  the 
Gateshead  Corporation  with  a  view  to  a  joint  application  to  Parlia- 
ment for  the  necessary  powers  in  the  ensuing  session,  and  to  report 
thereon  to  the  Council.**  He  said  he  brought  forward  this  motion 
in  accordance  with  a  half  pledge  given  by  him  some  months  ago, 
when  answering  a  question  asked  about  the  reduction  of  the  pas- 
senger toll  at  the  High  Level  Bridge.  He  then  replied  that  the 
Council  had  endeavoured  to  approach  the  directors  of  the  North 
Eastern  Bailway  upon  the  subject,  but  had  got  no  satifaotion 
from  them  ;  and,  therefore,  he  promised  to  bring  the  subject  before 
the  Council  in  due  time.  All  he  wanted  the  Council  to  pledge 
themselves  to  now  was  that  the  tolls  on  passengers  across  the  High 
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Leyel  Bridge  was  a  heavy  burden  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Newcastle 
and  Gateshead.  The  Oonncil  should  endeayonr,  in  some  way  or 
other,  to  make  the  means  of  communication  between  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead  free  to  the  people ;  and  he  wished  the  Gouncil  to  allow 
the  Parliamentary  Gommittee  to  commanicate  with  the  Corporation 
of  Gateshead  to  see  whether  some  joint  arrangement  coald  not  be 
come  to  in  order  to  accomplish  this  purpose.  The  Gateshead  Oor- 
poration  were  probably  discussing  this  subject  now ;  and  he  hoped  a 
good  result  would  be  secured  either  by  haying  a  new  bridge  erected 
free  to  the  inhabitants,  or  an  arrangement  with  the  North  Eastern 
Railway  Company  to  the  effect  that  the  High  Level  Bridge  should 
be  freed  from  toll  after  a  certain  time.  In  the  year  1849,  he  be- 
lieved, the  bridge  was  opened,  and  the  toll  was  4d.  for  a  horse,  and 
Id.  for  a  foot  passenger  was  charged ;  and  those  tolls  had  been 
reduced  to  2d.  and  ^d.  respectively.  When  they  considered  that 
so  large  a  sum  as  £15,000  to  £20,000  a  year  was  received  by  the 
company  annually  from  passenger  and  vehicular  traffic  ('*  far  more*'\ 
they  would  see  what  a  tax  this  was  upon  the  people  of  Newcastle 
and  Gateshead. 

Mr.  YouLL  seconded  the  motion.  He  said  that  originally  there  was 
an  arrangement  between  the  York,  Newcastle,  and  Berwick  Railway 
Oompany  and  the  Corporation  to  the  effect  that,  at  a  given  period, 
the  High  Level  Bridge  should  be  freed  from  toll.  Unfortunately 
for  the  interests  of  the  ratepayers  of  Newcastle  and  Gateshead,  that 
i^greement  was  not  reduced  into  writing,  nor  was  it  to  be  found  in 
the  Act  of  Parliament 

Mr.  Aid.  Gbeoson  :  Where  do  you  find  the  agreement  7 

Mr.  YouLL :  It  is  not  to  be  found.  It  was  distinctly  understood 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Newcastle,  and  it  was  in  the  draft  of  the  bill 
presented  to  Parliament  by  the  York  and  Berwick  Bailway  Oom- 
pany, that  the  bridge  should  be  free  of  toll  after  the  cost  of  making 
the  sub-way  had  been  recouped  to  the  Railway  Company,  and  at  any 
rate  the  toll  was  to  be  reduced  to  only  sufficient  to  keep  the  bridge 
in  repair.  When  he  was  Sheriff  he  stated  that  the  income  of  the 
North  Eastern  Railway  Company  from  the  bridge  was  £20,000  a 
year,  and  Mr.  Aid.  Bell  said  he  was  astonished  at  that  observation, 
and  that  he  would  enquire  into  the  matter,  but  he  did  not  add  that 
he  would  tell  the  Council  the  result  of  that  enquiry.  He  had  no 
doubt  Mr.  Bell  made  the  enquiry,  and  found  that  he  (Mr.  YoulH 
had  understated  the  amount  The  Redheugh  Bridge  let  for  £4,000 
a  year,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  any  speculative  gentleman  would 
gladly  give  to  the  North  Eastern  Railway  Company  eight  times  as 
much  rent  for  the  High  Level  Bridge  as  he  would  for  the  Eledheugh 
Bridge.  Taking  off  expenses,  the  Company  had  £20,000  to 
£25,000  a  year  from  the  High  Level  Bridge.  He  hoped  this  motion 
would  lead  to  a  practical  result  If  a  bridge  was  erected  alongside 
the  High  Level  Bridge,  and  half  the  amount  of  tolls  levied,  he 
believed  in  eight  or  ten  years  sufficient  would  be  realised  to  pay  the 

Yl 
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ooft^  uid  then  the  bridge  could  be  made  £ree|  aod  a  tranwaj  ooold 
be  established  betweeo  the  two  towns. 

Mr.  Browkb  said  he  agreed  with  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  and  Mr. 
Tonll  as  to  the  importance  of  having  free  bridges  wherever  possible ; 
they  were  a  great  boon  to  a  neigbonrhood,  and  if  anything  within 
the  bounds  of  reason  conld  be  done  to  free  the  existing  toll  bridges, 
be  would  snpport  it  The  North  Eastern  Railway  Company  bnilt 
the  High  Level  Bridge  at  their  own  cost  and  risk,  and  if  the  bridge 
had,  like  the  Tay  Bridge,  fallen,  the  Oompany  would  have  had  to 
bear  the  whole  loss,  and  if  the  bridge  had  turned  out  to  be  nnprofit- 
able,  the  Corporation  of  Newcastle  would  not  have  moved  a  finger  to 
make  np  the  loss.  As  the  Company  took  all  the  risk,  he  did  not 
think  it  was  fair  to  grudge  them  the  profit  arising  from  the  enterprise. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  the  Newcastle  Corporation  might  now  wish 
they  had  joined  the  Company  in  building  the  bridge. 

Mr.  TouLL  said  that  at  the  present  moment  there  was  staading  a 
balance  of  over  £20,000  of  what  the  Corporation  contriboted  to- 
wards making  the  High  Level  Bridge  approaches,  or  part  of  the  oosi 
of  making  the  bridge,  with  the  object  that,  after  a  certain  dstc^  the 
bridge  should  be  made  free  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Browitb  said  the  Corporation  had  kept  npon  the  solid  ground, 
whilst  they  left  the  North  Eastern  Railway  Company  to  undertake 
the  whole  risk  as  to  the  bridge  itself.  He  believed  more  bridgei 
across  the  river  were  wanted  now,  and  he  also  believed  the  North 
Eastern  Company  would  very  soon  require  another  bridge  for  the 
accommodation  of  their  own  traffic  He  suggested  that  Mr.  Aid. 
Hamond  shall  alter  his  motion,  and  make  it  read  '*  that  the  com- 
mittee be  requested  to  confer  with  the  representatives  of  the  Qates- 
head  Corporation,  and  with  the  North  Eastern  Railway  Company, 
with  a  view  to  a  joint  application  to  Parliament."  {**  No,  no.")  It 
was  no  use  people  being  jealous  of  the  North  Eastern  Company. 

Mr.  Aid.  S€X>TT  said  he  agreed  with  Mr.  Browne  that  the  people 
who  speculated  in  building  any  structure  which  cost  a  large  sum  of 
money,  such  as  the  High  Level  Bridge,  should  have  the  fcdl  benefit 
and  interest  accruing  from  it.  The  North  Eastern  Company  con- 
structed the  High  Level  Bridge  for  railway  purposes,  and  not  for 
the  people  of  Newcastle  and  Gateshead,  and  the  Company  should 
have  the  full  benefit  arising  from  thei\r  speculation  so  far  as  imilway 
purposes  were  concerned.  The  company  were  constrained  to  make 
the  lower  bridge  by  the  Corporation  and  people  of  Newcastle  for  the 
use  of  the  people  of  the  two  towns,  and  it  was  well  understood  at  the 
time— -and  he  well  remembered  it,  although  he  was  not  a  party 
to  any  agreement,  he  did  not  remember  any  agreement  by  the  people 
of  Newcastle  and  Gateshead — that,  as  soon  as  the  tolls  taken  on  the 
under  bridge  recouped  the  North  Eastern  Company  for  the  oost  of 
the  bridge,  the  tolls  were  to  be  swept  away,  and  the  bridge  made 
free.     Let  the  Company  have  all  the  profit  from  the  bridge  so  fiur  as 
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regarded  railway  pturposes,  eren  if  it  amounted  to  100  per  cent,  but 
do  not  let  them  have  more  than  was  bargained  for  in  respect  to  the 
under  bridge. 

Mr.  Buowkb:  But  did  the  Railway  Company  agree  to  the 
bargain  7    Where  is  the  bargain  7 

Mr.  Aid.  SooTT  :  It  was  understood  by  the  people  of  Newcastle 
that  as  soon  as  the  tolls  taken  on  the  lower  part  of  the  bridge 
recouped  the  Company  the  expense  incnrred  the  bridge  was  to  be 
free. 

Mr.  Wm.  &M1TB  said  be  was  afraid  that  the  Norlh  Eastern  Com- 
pany had  had  too  many  sympathisers.  He  belieTed  Mr.  Aid. 
Hamond  had  understated  the  revenue  which  the  Company  received 
from  the  tolls.  He  belieyed  the  Company  got  nearer  £35,000  or 
£40,000  a  year  than  £20,000  from  the  High  Level  Bridge  tolls. 
The  tolls  on  the  Byker  Bridge  brought  in  over  £5,000  a  year,  and 
for  one  person  who  passed  over  Byker  Bridge,  ten  passed  over  the 
High  Level  Bridge.  According  to  the  Act  of  Parliament,  the  Com- 
pany were  entitled  to  charge  railway  passengers  a  three  miles  fare 
for  passing  over  the  bridge  in  a  train,  and  that  was  unfair  to  New- 
castle and  Qateehead  people.  The  North  Eastern  Company 
prevented  the  Midland  and  other  companies  from  coming  into  this 
district,  and  if  the  Company  would  abisorb  the  whole  of  the  traffic  of 
the  distrial  it  was  their  duty  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  district  as 
cheaply  as  any  competing  company  would.  This  three  mile  rate  for 
the  bruige  would  be  reduced  if  there  was  competition. 

Mr.  Aid.  SnPHBVSON  said  he  would  not  now  debate  the  general 
qneation,  as  he  supposed  the  Council  would  have  an  opportunity  of 
doing  that  when  the  committee  presented  their  report.  A  few 
months  ago  the  Mayor,  Town  Clerk,  Mr.  Aid.  Hedley,  and  Mr.  Aid. 
EEamond  waited  upon  the  directors  of  the  North  Eastern  Railway 
Company  with  respect  to  the  remission  of  the  High  Level  Bridge 
tolls.  The  Counol  were  told  that  the  deputation  had  had  an 
interview. 

The  TowH  Olbbk  :  They  had  not  an  interview.  The  directors 
declined  an  interview. 

Mr.  Aid.  8TBPHEKS0H :  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  told  us  the  subject 
would  stand  over  for  a  while,  and  that  we  would  hear  of  it  by-and- 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  The  directors  absolutely^  refused  to  meet  a 
deputation,  as  they  declined  to  entertain  the  question  about  the  tolls 
levied  on  the  bridge,  and,  on  behalf  of  the  deputation  appointed  by 
the  Council,  I  told  you  that  hereafter  I  would  bring  the*  matter 
forward. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stsphbhson  :  The  question  is  now  whether  we  should 
not  re*approaoh  the  North  Eastern  Railway  Company.   (*<  No,  na") 

Mr.  Aid.  BcoiT :  The  time  has  gone  by  for  that. 
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Mr.  Aid.  STBPHiNBOtf  said  a  new  high  level  bridge  would  cost 
BomethiDg  like  £200,000.  The  Cooncil  had  lately  had  brought 
before  them  expenditure  such  as  wonld  hare  made  their  forefathen 
stare. 

Mr.  Aid.  Scott  :  They  had  not  so  much  money  then. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephbnson  :  If  yon  build  a  bridge  it  must  be  suffi- 
ciently high  to  allow  steamers  and  other  vesseb  to  pass  under  it. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gail  :  Certainly. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stsphehsobt  :  That  could  not  be  done  under  £200,000. 
Who  is  going  to  find  the  money  7  If  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  is  going 
to  find  the  money  I  shall  be  pleased  to  go  with  him. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamovd:  Ihe  tentale  of  the  coal  on  the  Moor. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  :  He  would  be  delighted  if  the  Town  Moor 
coal  was  so  lucrative  as  to  give  £200,000.  He  did  not  think 
Gateshead  would  give  half  of  the  amount  He  never  heard  any 
grumbling  about  paying  the  toll.  It  would  take  £7,000  a  year  to 
pay  the  interest  on  £200,000,  and  that  was  equal  to  2^.  in  the 
pound  upon  the  present  taxation  of  the  city.  Were  they  preparod 
to  lay  2i^d.  extra  upon  the  rates  ?  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  thej 
must  have  a  free  bridge ;  but  a  free  bridge  meant  £7,000  a  year 
additional  taxation. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hakohd  :  It  does  not  mean  anything  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  :  The  Council  must  remember  that  the 
Parks  Committee,  in  their  report  presented  to-day,  state  there  will 
be  £1,500  a  year  additional  required  for  the  Armstrong  Park  ;  and 
there  will  also  be  expenditure  for  baths  and  wash-houses  and  other 
things. 

Mr.  BiRKBTT :  And  Byker  Bridge. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson:  Tes,  and  Byker  Bridge.  All  these 
things  should  make  the  Council  pause.  The  resolution  does  not 
mean  anything ;  it  does  not  propose  anything. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedley  said  half  the  money  would  have  to  be  provided 
by  Gateshead. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson:  They  never  will  face  it 

Mr.  Aid.  Cail  said  a  good  suitable  bridge,  50  ft  in  width,  could 
be  built  for  a  less  sum  than  had  been  named ;  and  if  tolls  were 
levied  for  a  number  of  years  the  cost  of  the  bridge  could  be  provided 
without  adding  to  the  rates  of  either  Gateshead  or  Newcastle. 
After  the  bridge  had  been  open  for  some  time  a  remission  of  tolls 
might  be  made  in  favour  of  foot  passengers.  Bridge  building  was 
comparatively  in  its  infancy  at  the  time  the  High  Level  Bridge  was 
built ;  and  bridges  could  now  be  built  more  expeditiously  and  at 
less  cost  The  High  Level  Bridge  was  never  built  for  any  great 
traffic,  and  was  overcrowded ;  and  besides  tramcars  could  not  be 
tiJcen  along  it 
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Mr.  BowDEH  hoped  the  CoQndl  woald  not  be  deterred  by  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  and  Mr.  Browne  from  passing  the 
resolution.  Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  had  stated  that  the  erection  of  a 
new  bridge  would  inrolye  the  town  in  the  payment  of  £7,000  a 
year  for  interest,  and  raised  donbts  as  to  its  being  a  paying  speonla- 
tion.  The  Council  were  told  the  same  thing  in  regard  to  the 
tramways,  but  now  the  town  was  receiring  a  profit  from  the  tram- 
ways. He  suggested  that  not  only  Gateshead  Corporation,  but  also 
the  Local  Boards  in  the  district  should  be  consulted. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gregson  :  They  have  no  money. 

Mr.  BowDEN  ihoagbt  the  Council  had  left  this  matter  in  abey- 
ance long  enongh.  The  North  Eastern  Company  had  receiTcd  tolls 
for  34  years,  and  their  capital  expenditure  upon  the  bridge  had  been 
repaid,  and  now,  without  being  hard  upon  the  Company,  he  thought 
it  time  there  was  a .  free  bridge.  The  High  Level  Bridge  was  a 
dangerous  bridge  for  traffic,  and  Mr.  Harrison  had  stated  that 
tramways  could  not  be  laid  along  it  Until  a  new  bridge  was  built 
tramway  communication  could  not  be  made  between  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gbeobon  said  he  thought  the  whole  thing  was  nothing 
short  of  downright  nonsense.  There  was  not  one  word  of  truth 
as  to  a  bargain  being  made  with  the  North  Eastern  Railway  Com- 
pany about  freeing  &e  bridge.  There  was  no  such  bargain.  Tlie 
town  went  down  on  its  knees  to  the  Railway  Company  to  get  the 
bridge  built  where  it  now  was. 

Mr.  Aid.  SooTT :  No,  na 

Mr.  Aid.  PoTTEB :  That  is  nonsense. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gbeqsoh  :  Newcastle  went  almost  on  to  its  knees  to 
George  Hudson  to  get  him  to  boild  the  bridge  where  it  b  now,  as 
he  intended  to  go  higher  up  the  river. 

Mr.  Aid.  PoTTEB  :  He  wanted  to  go  lower  down. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gbeqson  :  There  were  two  schemes,  one  for  building  a 
bridge  lower  down  the  river,  and  the  other  for  building  one  opposite 
the  Team  Valley,  He  believed  the  Company  now  contemplated 
building  a  bridge  from  the  Team  Valley.  As  to  saying  that 
£100,000  would  be  contributed  from  Gkteshead,  why,  where  were 
they  to  get  it  7  As  to  Newcastle,  he  looked  upon  their  scheme  as 
nothing  but  a  species  of  epidemic  lunacy.  He  did  not  wish  to  reflect 
upon  the  present  chairman  of  the  Finance  CommitteCi  but  he  thought 
the  chairman  was  far  too  soft  He  recollected  when  Mr.  Aid. 
Hodgson,  as  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  would  have 
jum^  down  their  throats  if  they  had  proposed  an  expenditure  of 
£4,000  ;  and  now  there  was  a  proposal  to  spend  £200,000.  Had 
the  town  gone  mad  7  Because  the  High  Level  Bridge  had  turned 
out  a  good  speculation  had  the  Council  a  right  to  go  and  rob  the 
Company  t    When  a  speculation  paid,  men  cried  out|  and  corporations 
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Mr.  BABCisnidMr.  AH.  StepboMoii  liad  staled  liist  the  motioa 
would  Bol  eommit  the  Conncfl  to  en jthmg.     The  resohitioo  com- 

~  1  the  CkMmea  to  effinuiig  the  expediency  of  the  tiro  Go^ 
onetraeting  A  new  bridge;  end  he  wee  not  prqfMied  to  oommit 
hsmeelf  to  thet  without  foHfaer  eonsidcntion.  The  subject  hed  not 
been  enffidentlj  long  befora  the  ConneO  to  enable  them  to  think 
etfiooelj  of  it ;  and,  tiierefore,  instead  of  asking  the  Council  to  meet 
the  Gateshead  Oorporatiott  with  a  foregone  condnsion  that  it  was 
desiraUe  to  erect  a  bridge^  thej  shonld  jost  consider  the  propriety 
of  baring  a  bridge.  He  mored  as  an  amendment  that  the  words 
**  it  is  desirable  to  consider  the  ezpediencf  of  oonstrQCting  a  bridge 
across  the  Tjne^"  be  sabstitated  for  ''  it  is  expedient  Uiat  a  bridge 
shoold  be  cottstrocted  serosa  the  Tjne.** 

Mr.  Aid.  Hakosd  :  That  is  josi  mj  saotiaiL 

Mr.  Basxis:  The  words  I  suggest  are  not  in  jonr  motion.  Yon 
ailinn  it  is  expedicot^  and  I  wish  the  Coonea  to  coosidBr  the 
expedienej  of  constnicttng  a  bridgSL 

Mr.  C^BSB  sseondsd  the  amendsBent  He  sski  there  was  no 
doubt  that  ths  rmoliitaon  of  Mr.  Aid.  Haraond  committed  the 
Oonncil  to  the  building  of  a  bridge.  The  Oonncll  shovM  first  oon« 
aider  the  whole  sobject 

ISie  Mayor  :  Will  yon  scospt  this  amendment  f 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamovd  :  Yea  Of  course,  if  we  consider  it  expedient 
we  will  report  on  the  sabject  to  the  OaoncQ.  He  r«ui  the 
following  letter  from  the  Seerataiy  of  the  North  Esstem  BaUwaj 
Oompanj : — 

The  Nortii  Esatera  BatlwAy. 

Secretary's  Office,  York,  3rd  March,  1883L 

Dear  Sir,— I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  17tfa 
ultimo,  atating  that  a  depatation  (nonmrting  of  the  Mayor  of  KewcaatkL 
Mr.  Aldemiaii  Hedley,  Mr.  Alderman  Wilson,  Mr.  Alderman  Hamond,  and 
voonelf )  had  been  appointed  to  have  an  interyiew  with  the  Btreotors  of  the 
Korth  Eaatera  Compaiiy  to  diacoaa  the  qnestioa  of  the  tolls  leried  by 
the  Company  npon  the  High  Level  Bridge,  at  Newcastle^  in  respect  « 
passengers,  &c.,  passing  over  the  roadway  portion  of  it^  with  a  view  to  aome 
provision  for  the  ooBsation  of  such  tolls  beinff  made  in  the  Bill  now  being 
promoted  by  the  OomjMny  in  Parliament,  and  in  reply  I  am  instraoted  to 
mf orm  yon  that  the  DireetoiB  of  this  Company  do  not  see  ^at  it  woald  be 
possible  to  make  provision  in  the  Bill  now  before  PariiaoMnt  lor  the 
cessation  of  such  toils. 

The  toUs  for  the  use  of  the  roadway  of  the  Hieh  Level  Bridge  stand  in  the 
sameposition  as  other  tolls  nnconditionslly  an&orised  by  Parliament^  and 
the  Directors  are  not  aware  of  any  reason  for  the  aoaodonsMot  of  the 
revenue  derived  by  the  Company  from  thia  sooroe. 

These  being  the  views  of  the  Directors  they  desire  me  to  say  tiiat  a 
meeting  on  the  snbjeot  wonld  not  be  likely  to  lead  to  any  practical  resnlt 
I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly, 

0.  N.  WnxiKStMr,  Besietey. 

HUl  IteSnai,  ]Bi«.,  Town  Olsrk,  Newoastle.<Mi^Tyae. 
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^-Hanng  leoeiTed  that  letter,  he  iafenned  the  Oonnoil  that  it  w«g 
no  QM  approaobing  the  directors  any  farther.  It  wat  premature  to 
talk  about  the  plans  and  oost  of  a  bridge.  This  might  end  in 
nothing.  It  was  rather  nnoalled  for  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Aid. 
Gregson  to  say  that  Gateshead  was  too  poor  to  oontribnte  anything. 
Ckteshead  had,  like  Neweastle,  shared  in  the  prosperity  of  the 
district,  and  was  now  not  to  be  compared  with  what  it  was  in  1848. 
Oateshead  was  then  a  small  and  poor  place,  bat  it  had  risen  as  a 
borough,  and  woald,  he  hoped,  continae  to  rise  along  with  Newcastle, 
Gateshead  shonld  be  treated  with  respect  and  coortesy.  He  had  no 
objection  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Bowden,  and  consult  other 
local  bodies ;  but  they  were  not  in  the  same  position  as  Newcastle 
and  Gateshead,  and  would  not  obtain  power  to  spend  money  on 
BQch  a  work.  Mr.  Aid.  Gregson  had  said  there  was  no  i^eement 
to  the  effect  that  the  High  Level  Bridge  was  to  be  free. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gbkgboh  :  Where  is  the  agreement  t 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond:  I  perfectly  remember  it. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gbboson:  And  I  perfectly  remember  to  the  contrary. 
Produce  the  agreement. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamovd  :  He  petlecftly  vemembered,  and  on  undoubted 
authority,  that  a  clause  was  assented  to  by  the  Council  to  be 
put  into  the  Railway  Gompany*s  Bill,  undertaking  that,  in  the 
course  of  so  many  years  when  the  bridge  had  paid  itself,  the  High 
Level  Bridge  should  be  freed  from  pabsenger  toll.  That  clause  was 
printed  in  Uie  bill,  and  went  through  the  second  reading  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  but  was  knocked  out  upon  the  third  reading. 
As  frequently  happened  when  private  bills  were  not  watched  on  the 
part  of  the  public,  things  were  put  in  and  taken  out  by  the  Parlia- 
mentary agents  just  as  they  pleased.  He  was  speaking  on  decisive 
authority  which  could  not  be  disputed.  The  High  Level  Bridge 
cost  £300,000.  The  Company  were  allowed  to  charge  for  railway 
traffic  over  the  bridge  a  three  miles*  rate.  The  Company,  instead  of 
receiving  £800,000,  had  received  nearer  to  £8,000,000  from  the 
bridge ;  and  was  it  not  time  that  so  moderate  a  demand  as  was  now 
made  should  be  acceded  to  ?  The  Company  possessed  the  entire 
monopoly  of  the  north-east  ports  of  England,  and  the  Council  were 
at  all  times  willing  to  lend  a  helping  hand  in  promoting  their  vast 
railway  system,  and  was  it  too  much  to  ask  the  Company  to  abandon 
the  paltry  tolls  on  passenger  and  vehicular  traffic  ?  If  the  Company 
did  not  listen  to  reason,  a  joint  effort  must  be  made  by  the  Corpora- 
tions of  Newcastle  and  Gkteshead  to  see  what  could  be  done.  Their 
efforts  might  end  in — 

Mr.  Aid.  Grbgsoh  :  Nothing. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  Well,  in  nothing ;  but  he  believed  if  the 
Corporations  of  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  acted  together.  Parliament 
would  listen  to  their  joint  application.  Parliament  would  demand 
from  the  North  Eastern   Railway  Company  an  account  of  tbair 
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rerenne  from  the  bridge  since  its  opening,  Md  there  woold  then  be 
seen  a  state  of  things  onparsUeled  in  ^e  historj  of  any  railway 
system,  and  there  weald  not  be  a  Toice  in  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  which  wonid  not  say,  "  Qvre  Gateshead  and 
Newcastle  this  free  bridge  which  they  ask  for."  It  mnst  come  to 
that,  unless  the  Company  made  a  fair  proposition  to  the  two  Oor* 
porations — ^that  tolls  be  lened  until  the  completion  of  the  proposed 
alterations  in  Neville  and  Westgate  Streets,  and  that  then  the 
passenger  toll  cease  on  the  lower  bridge. 

The  Council  dirided  as  follows  upon  the  motion : — 

Fob  the  MonoK  : — ^The  Mayor ;  Aldermen  Hedley,  Stephenson,  Potter, 
Angos,  Hamond,  Young,  Soott,  Stewart^  Cail,  Wilaon,  and  Ridley; 
GoandllorB  Dobscm,  Winter,  W.  Wilson,  DickuL«on,  0.  S.  Smith,  Catt«, 
Owen,  W.  Smith,  Galley,  W.  Scott,  Sanderson,  Cane,  Bell.  Ingledew, 
Hensell,  Dixon,  Temple,  Newton,  Bowden,  Sntton,  Scholeiield,  Stoat, 
Fameia,  Nelson,  Barkaa,  J.  Barker  Ellis,  Hepbom,  Laird,  Birkett»  and 
Yoall-42. 

Against  thi  Motion  :— Aldermen  Gregson  and  Milvain;  Cooncillon 
Browne,  Jaokaon,  and  Hepworth — 5. 

DiouNXO  TO  VoTB : — Coancillor  Gray—l. 

The  motion  was  therefore  carried. 

THB  DBAUTAaE  OF  BTKBB. 

The  following  notice  of  motion  was  npon  the  agenda  in  the  name 
of  Mr.  Birkett :— "  That  it  be  an  instmction  to  the  Town  Improre- 
ment  Committee  to  enquire  into  the  system  of  drainage  in  the  Bjker 
district,  and  present  an  exhanstive  report  on  the  subject  to  this 
Council,  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible." 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  read  the  following  statement  with  reference  to 
the  above  notice  of  motion  : — "  This  subject  has  had  the  carefal 
consideration  of  the  Town  Improvement  Committee,  who,  eighteen 
months  ago,  instructed  the  Engineer  to  report  npon  it,  and  advise  ss 
to  what  should  be  done  to  improve  the  sewerage  of  Byker.  The 
Engineer's  report  was  presented  about  twelve  months  ago,  and 
advised  the  immediate  construction  of  a  new  outfall  sewer  at  a  cost 
of  £1,500,  to  relieve  the  present  sewer,  and,  when  this  was  done, 
the  re-laying  of  some  of  the  main  drains  in  the  principal  streets  io 
connection  with  the  new  oatfalL  The  committee  adopted  this  report, 
and  gave  instructions  for  the  work  to  be  done  ;  and  the  money  was 
voted  by  the  Council  and  included  in  the  estimates  for  the  year. 
The  work  was  commenced  as  soon  as  the  proper  plans  could  be  pre- 
pared, and  is  now  in  full  progress.  The  committee  considered  it 
not  advisable  to  print  and  circulate  the  report,  which  might  hare 
tended  to  depreciate  house  property  in  Byker,  and  to  result  in  hastily 
executed  and  temporary  alterations  which  would  not  cure  the  eril 
They  considered  it  better  to  have  a  complete  and  welUconsidered 
plan,  thoroughly  carried  out  without  undue  haste,  so  as  to  secure 
the  efficient  working  of  the  sewers.  The  committee  are  fully  aliTC 
to  the  responsibility  which  rests  upon  them  in  this  matter,  and 
believe  that  they  are  adopting  the  coarse  most  beneficial  to  the  public 
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Mid  the  i«tepaj«n;  and  they  are  oo&yinoed  that  it  wonld  be 
injadicioiiB  at  present  to  forniah  anch  a  report  to  the  Coandl  as  Vr. 
Birkett  requires.  The  work  is  going  on  steadily  and  well, 
mad  may  safely  be  left  in  their  hands  to  complete."  He  said 
he  might  also  state  that  he  oonld  not  too  strongly  deprecate 
memb^9  especially  new  members,  putting  notices  like  this 
upon  the  agenda  at  a  time  when  there  was  so  much  sickness 
in  the  town.  He  thought  it  woald  have  been  more  desirable 
if  Mr.  Birkett  had  come  to  the  committee  and  got  the  informa- 
tion he  wanted  ;  and  it  would  hare  been  more  desirable  also  if 
Mr.  Birkett  had  put  his  own  houses  in  order  before  asking  for 
Buoh  a  report.  He  believed  it  wonld  be  found  that  there  was  no 
property  at  Byker  in  a  worse  condition  as  to  drainage  than  Mr. 
Birkett's. 

Mr.  BxBKBTT  said  the  statement  as  to  the  drainage  of  Byker 
made  by  BIr.  Aid.  Wilson  was  satisfactory ;  but  he  must  be  allowed 
to  make  a  remark  or  two  in  reply  to  the  Utter  portion  of  the  Alder- 
num's  remarks.  His  (Mr.  Birkett*s)  property  was  unfortunately 
connected  with  a  bad  sewer,  which  had  been  lifted  and  relaid  during 
many  years.  Builders  and  landlords  dared  not  interfere  with  drains 
laid  down  under  the  direction  and  inspection  of  the  Engineer.  Such 
remarks  came  very  badly  from  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson,  in  £e  face  of  the 
condition  of  the  drainage  of  Byker.  The  drains  at  Byker  were  now 
being  put  right ;  but  not  long  ago  they  were  in  a  filthy  condition. 
He  described  the  condition  of  sewers  at  St.  Peters  and  other  parts, 
mad  said  that  these  were  matters  which  should  be  brooght  before 
the  OoundL  He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  if  the  drains  in 
Byker  district  had  been  kept  clean,  and  been  larger  and  deeper, 
there  would  not  have  been  so  much  sickness  in  the  district,  and 
many  houses  would  not  have  been  desolated.  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  had 
reflected  upon  people  for  not  pnttiBg  their  property  right  Had  he 
(Mr.  Birkett)  ever  refused  to  adopt  any  improvement  at  his  property? 
If  he  had  touched  the  main  drain  the  Oorporation  officials  would 
have  keen  down  upon  him,  and  properly  so.  People  had  to  leave 
ib^  houses  and  come  into  his  house  until  the  filth  from  the  drains 
was  cleared  away ;  and  the  etench  was  abominable.  He  had  a  right 
to  bring  these  thiags  to  the  public  view.  If  the  Oorporation  did  not 
do  their  duty  it  was  time  that  the  state  of  things  was  exposed. 
He  was  pleased  to  say— and  he  said  this  to  the  credit  of  the  CXty 
Engineer — ^that  the  drains  now  being  laid  were  drains  in  reality,  and 
were  deep  enough  and  large  enough.  There  had  not  been  drains 
laid  in  Byker  in  the  last  twenty  years  equal  to  them.  He  repudiated 
the  refiection  cast  him  upon  by  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson,  and  sent  it  back 
to  him. 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLSov :  It  is  not  my  duty  as  Ohairman  of  the  Town 
Improvement  Oommittee  to  make  drains.  It  is  my  duty  to  inspect 
plans,  and  if  they  are  not  carried  out  according  to  the  wish  of  the 
committee  it  is  not  my  fault.     I  do  not  profess  to  see  the  drains 

xl 
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Mr.  YouLL  :  Sorely  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Sanitary  Aathority  to 
see  that  plaos  are  carried  ent  properly  ? 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  We  do  not  profess  to  see  the  drains  laid.  Wo 
have  a  staff  of  ofiEicers  to  do  that ;  and  if  those  ofiEicers  do  not  do 
their  duty  it  is  not  my  fanit 

Mr.  Youll:  No  hody  is  blaming  yon  personally. 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLSOK  :  I  have  been  blamed  personally. 

Mr.  Youll:  No,  yon  hare  not  fiat  snrely  it  is  the  dnty  of  the 
officers  to  see  the  drains  are  laid  properly  ?  The  corse  of  Byker  is 
the  want  of  inspection. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith  :  This  is  not  fair  to  a  new  member  like  Mr. 
Birkett. 

The  Mayor  :  Mr.  Birkett  is  satisfied  with  the  explanation. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  :  Mr.  Birkett  is  entitled  to  an  apology. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  Who  has  to  pay  the  expense  inonrred  for 
the  work  done  as  mentioned  in  the  report  jost  presented  by  Mr. 
Aid.  Wilson? 

The  Town  Clerk  :  It  is  in  the  estimates  which  have  been  before 
the  Cooncil. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  Is  it  to  be  afterwards  recouped  by  the  ownen 
of  property  at  Byker  7 

The  Town  Clerk  :  No. 

Mr.  Temple  :  Partially  it  will  be  recouped. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  that  if  the  boilders  at  Byker  had  neglected 
their  doty  the  town  shonld  not  pay  for  it 

.  The  Ma:tor  said  there  was  no  motion  before  the  Coonoil,  and  the 
subject  could  not  be  discussed  now. 

THE  OOUNOIL  OHAMBER. 

Mr.  Barkas  asked  if  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee 
would  promise  not  to  alter  the  seats  in  the  Cooncil  Chamber 
without  first  submitting  the  plan  to  the  CounciL 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlet  :  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  promise  that  I  am 
only  one  member  of  the  committee.  It  was  left  to  the  Finance 
Committee  to  arrange  the  seats,  and  the  course  adopted  will  depend 
upon  what  they  wish. 

PROPOSED  RB-ARRANOEMENT  OF  WARDS. 

Mr.  Temple  mored  the  followiug  resolution  :--- 
TbAt  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council  it  is  dedrable  that  the  number  of  wardi 
in  the  city,  and  alao  the  namber  of  councillorB  assigned  to  each  ward,  ahonld 
be  reconsidered  and  altered,  so  as  to  secure  a  better  representatioii  of  the 
ratepayers  in  the  Coancil,  and  that  a  committee  be  formed,  consisting  of  the 
aidermaa  and  the  senior  councillor  for  each  ward,  to  consider  a  scheme  for 
'altering  the  number  and  boundaries  of  the  wards,  and  the  number  of  ooon- 
oiUors  to  represent  the  altered  wards,  and  to  report  thereon  to  the  QBanoiL 
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— ^He  said  that  Jesmond  Ward  oomprisad  ^^s  of  the  whole  area 
of  the  boroagh,  ^th  of  the  population,  ^th  of  the  electors,  f  th  of  the 
rateable  value,  and  only  ^th  of  the  representation  in  the  Oonnoil. 
Jesmond  and  Westgate  combined  contained  more  than  ^rd  of  the 
population  of  the  town,  ^rd  of  the  electors,  f  ths  of  the  rateable 
value,  and  only  ^th  of  the  representatioa  He  thought  the  least  the 
Council  could  do  was  to  make  some  alterations  in  these  wards ;  and 
the  simplest  way  of  dealing  with  the  question  was  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  see  in  what  way  a  change  could  be  carried  out  At  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Coancil  they  were  told  that  this  could  not  be  done ; 
bat  he  had  ascertained  that  it  had  been  done  at  Leeds ;  and  what 
had  been  done  at  Leeds  could  be  done  at  Newcastle. 

The  Town  Clbbk  :  What  I  said  at  the  last  meeting  was  that  it 
could  not  be  done  without  altering  the  wards.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  alterations  made  in  Leeds,  &e  wards  there  were  altered  from 
12  to  16  in  number. 

Mr.  FuBHEss  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Hbnbbll  asked  if  it  was  not  competent  under  the  recent 
Municipal  Corporations  Act  for  the  Council  to  decide  by  a  majority 
of  two-thirds  of  their  number  to  petition  the  Queen  in  Council  to 
send  a  commissioner  down  to  enquire  into  the  subject  ?  He  thouffht 
all  the  Council  would  be  agreed  that  the  present  representation 
of  wwrds  was  unsatisfactory. 

The  Town  Clbbk  :  It  is  competent  for  two-thirds  of  the  OouncQ 
to  petition  the  Queen  for  an  alteration  in  the  number  and 
boundaries  of  the  wards,  and  for  the  apportionment  of  the  coun- 
cillors among  the  altered  wards ;  but  what  I  have  always  understood 
to  be  the  wish  here,  is  not  to  alter  the  boundaries  of  the  wards,  but 
to  redistribute  the  councillors  among  them.  That  cannot  be  done. 
If  a  petition  is  presented  to  the  Queen,  and  the  wards  are  altered, 
then  what  necessarily  follows  will  be  a  redistribution  of  the  coun- 
cillors among  the  altered  wards.  But  the  first  thing  is  to  alter  the 
wards;  and  this  must  be  clearly  understood.  Ton  can  do  nothing 
without  altering  the  wards. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  suggested  the  propriety  of  the  motion  standing 
over  as  the  voting  power  would  be  so  different  after  next  November. 
No  person  would,  after  November,  be  allowed  to  be  on  the  register 
for  more  than  one  ward,  and  that  would  make  a  difference  in  the 
number  of  voters  ;  and  Mr.  Temple  would  then  know  the  actual 
number  of  electors  in  each  warr). 

Mr.  Qbat  did  not  think  there  would  be  more  than  600  duplicate 
voters  in  Elswick  Ward  out  of  7,000.  In  Westgate  Ward  there 
would  be  5,000  or  6,000  electors. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hakond  :  1  think  Elswick  and  Westgate  may  have 
i  1,000  duplicate  voters. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbfhbnbon  :  What  is  the  Committee  to  do  7 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  Enquire  and  report  to  the  Council. 
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Mr.  TiMPUi :  Ctfry  ovA  the  iii<rti<m. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphensov  failed  to  see  what  advantage  waa  to  b« 
gaiDed.  He  had  brought  forward  this  Bitbject  orer  and  over  agaiii, 
and  motions  had  been  carried.  He  was  as  anxioos  as  Mr.  Temple 
to  do  what  he  could  to  equalise  the  voting  power  and  representatatt 
power  of  the  wards ;  but  unless  they  followed  the  steps  of  Leedi 
they  could  do  nothing. 

The  Mator  :  The  committee  will  report  as  to  what  idieme  w« 
shall  place  before  the  Commissioner. 

The  motioQ  was  agreed  ta 

SEWBRIKG,  FAVIFG,  AND  FLAOOIHO. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Smith  mored  the  application  of  the  provisions  of  ths 
Newcastle-apon-Tjne  ImproTement  Act,  1865,  relating  to  the  for- 
mation of  new  streets,  to  the  streets  undermentioned  :  —  Thsft 
snch  streets  be  sewered,  paved,  and  flagged  with  the  matexialf, 
according  to  the  manner  and  levels  specified  by  the  Town  Surveyor 
in  bis  estimate  of  the  costs  attending  the  several  worits.  Thai 
such  estimate  be  adopted  and  confirmed  by  the  Ooancil,  and  thst 
the  requisite  notices  be  forthwith  given  to  the  respective  owneit, 
as  required  by  the  Act: — 


Name  of  SCTMt 

Propoeed 
Lerelor 

InoUna. 

CiOD. 

Xateriala 

and 
Dimenslo&s 

of  Seme 
and  Drains. 

i  XaMilala 
ICaterlals        foraad 
forand       Width  «C 
Width  of      Pavement 
Poot^thi.  lor  Onxiace 
1       wej. 

MhM 

Whinstone 
orOranlte 
Kerb,Oaith- 
nees  Plage. 

Whin  or 

Ofanlto 

Chip 

PavSg. 

a  1.  d. 

NoibamFlMt 

linseo 

U^lripei. 

7ft.?p|de. 

88  ft.  wide. 
Qranitaehip 

8M   SU 

11A86 

U-in.|iipeft. 

7ft.  wide. 

nTSSi. 

181    •  8 

BMk  Tuner  9tN«t..       .. 

linie 

Pipee. 

8ft.ein. 
wide. 

18  ft.  Vide. 

87   8  7 

Lownr  Street,  and  Back 
StoddtttBtrMt     .. 

linie 

toiineo 

e-lnlmuxih 
pipM. 

8ft.eia. 
wide. 

18  ft.  wide. 

187  11  4 

BMk  BwumontStreet  New- 
combe  Street,  to  Rendel 
Street         

1  in  M 

e-inbraaolk 
Pip-i. 

SfLSin. 
wide. 

18  ft.  wide. 

108  18   • 
AW   1   8 

Agreed  to. 

The  meeting  oonolnded. 
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COUNCIL     MEETING. 


WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  5,  1883. 


A  MXBTINO  of  the  Council  was  held  in  the  Ooancil  Chamber,  Town 
Hall,  to-day,  the  Major  (Mr.  Thos.  Geo.  Gibson)  in  the  chair. 
There  were  also  present: — Aldermen  Ridlej,  Cail,  Wilson, 
Plnmmer,  Hamond,  Scott,  Milrain,  Hedley,  Gregson,  Potter,  Angne, 
Cowen,  Stephenson,  and  Yonng;  Councillors  Winter,  J.  Barker 
Ellis,  Scholefield,  Qoin,  Yonll,  Owen,  Dickinson,  Bowden,  Dobson, 
W.  Smith,  Jackson,  Stout,  Nelson,  Andersen,  Calvert,  Bell,  Newton, 
Cutter,  Oliver,  Hedley,  Barkas,  Hepburn,  Wilson,  Holmes, 
Bichaidson,  Ingledew,  C.  S.  Smith,  Stephens,  Furness,  Joseph  B. 
Ellis,  Sanderson,  Henzell,  Scott,  Laird,  Gray,  Culley,  Sutton, 
and  Birkett. 

RBSIONATION  OF  COUHeiLLOR  RITSON. 

The  Mayor  said  that,  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  passed  at 
the  preyious  meeting  of  the  Council,  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Ritson,  and 
had  reoeired  the  following  reply  : — 

6,  Qaeen  Street,  Newcastle,  3rd  September,  1883. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor,~I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoar  letter  of  the 
3rd  of  AagOBt  asking  me  to  withdraw  my  resignation.  May  I  request  ]foa 
to  convey  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  members  ot  the  Council  for  the  kind 
tzpressions  contained  in  it,  and  to  assure  them  that  the  r^ret  which  I 
feel  m  being  unable  to  comply  with  their  request  it  much  mcreased  by 
the  remembrance  of  the  uniform  courtesy  which  I  met  with  while  I  was 
able  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  my  office,  and  the  great  sympathy  and 
kindness  which  I  have  experienced  at  their  hands  since  my  unfortunate 
accident. 

I  am,  dear  Mr.  Mayor,  yours  faithfully, 

Utbick  a.  RrrsoN. 

Mr.  Aid.  HiDLEY  said  he  was  sorry  Mr.  Ritson  had  not  seen  fit 
to  remain  among  them.  He  proposed  the  following  resolution  : — 
''That  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Utrick  Alexander  Ritson,  as  Coun- 
cillor of  All  Saints*  West  Ward,  be,  and  is  hereby  accepted ;  and 
that  the  office  of  Councillor  of  All  Saints'  West  Ward,  resigned  by 
Mr.  Ritson,  be,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  vacant,  and  that  the 
same  be  signified  bj  notice  in  writing,  signed  by  three  members 
of  the  Council,  countersigned  by  the  Town  Clerk,  be  affixed  on  the 
Town  Hall.'» 

Mr.  Stsphrns  seconded  the  motioa  He  said  all  the  members 
of  the  Council  very  much  regretted  the  decision  come  to  bj 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


378  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  [8ErrKMBiR&. 

[r.  Ritson,  i 
linates. 

Agreed  to. 


Mr.  Ritson,  whose  letter  would,  he  hoped,  he  entered  apon  the 
minates. 


THE  SMOKE  NUISANCE. 

The  Town  Gleek  read  the  following  letter : — 

Biver  Tyne  Port  Sanitary  Authority, 

Town  Hall,  Newcastle-Qpon-Tyne,  2l8t  Augiut,  1883. 

Dear  Sir, — I  heg  to  iDform  yon  that  owing  to  freqaent  representation! 
ma^le  to  the  Tyne  Port  Sanitary  Authority,  they  have  for  some  time  ptst 
been  considenng  the  queision  of  endeavouring  to  mitigate  the  tmuke 
nuisance,  which  is  unneceB^^arily  increasing,  n^t  only  in  the  navigation  of 
the  river  by  steam  vessels,  but  oy  manufactories,  ftc.,  on  each  side  of  the 
banks  of  the  Tyne. 

The  question  has  been  raised  in  the  River  Tsme  Gommissionen,  tin 
result  being  that  thev  have  through  their  secretarjr.  under  certain  conditioos^ 
given  directions  to  toe  Tyne  Police  €N9Scers  to  assist  the  Inapeotors  of  Nuis- 
ances, appointed  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority,  in  lessening  the  eviL 

From  particulars  received,  the  Authority  are  satisfied  that  a  large  con- 
sumption  of  smuke  could  be  obtained  if  ordinary  care  was  taken  in  the 
various  manufactories  and  other  works  in  your  district. 

The  Authority  are  about  making  the  requisite  arrangements  towards 
lessening  the  nuisance  on  the  river  caused  by  steam  vessels  afloat,  and  tiiey 
desire  me  to  ask  if  you  will  endeavour  to  obtain  the  co-operation  of  your 
Council  in  giving  in>tructions  throughout  their  jurisdiction  to  prevent  or 
lessen  the  omission  of  black  smoke. 

This  step,  it  is  believed,  will  be  the  means  of  informing  manufacturers 
and  others  that  smoke  nuisance  will  not  be  hereafter  tolerated.  In  taking 
this  action  the  Authority  consider  that  the  present  stace  of  matters  can  be 
much  improved  without  in  any  way  acting  as  a  detriment  or  injaiy  to  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  the  district 

fours  obedientiy, 

John  H.  Amos, 

Clerk  to  the  Anthoriiy. 

Hill  Motum,  Esq.,  Town  Clerk  of  Newcastle. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  said  the  Sanitary  Committee  would  like  to  have 
instructions  from  the  Council  as  to  how  far  they  should  proceed  in 
the  suppression  of  the  smoke  nuisance  in  the  city,  llie  Tyne  Port 
Sanitary  Authority  had  decided  to  take  some  steps  to  mitigate  the 
evil,  and  they  would  do  so  in  a  very  mild*  way ;  they  did  not  intend 
to  proceed  4o  any  great  extremities,  hut  hoped,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  manufacturers  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  the  owners  of 
steamers,  to  accomplish  the  object  in  view. 

Mr.  YouLL  did  not  think  that  an  important  question  such  as 
this  could  be  discussed  at  once  and  instructions  g^ven  to  the  com- 
mittee. Living  in  the  midst  of  a  manufacturing  community,  they 
must  give  merchants  and  manufacturers  some  latitude  in  carrying 
on  their  works.  It  would  be  difficult  to  endeavour  to  compel  manu- 
facturers and  others  to  absolutely  consume  ail  the  smoke. 

Mr.  Aid  Wilson  said  his  ohject  in  mentioning  the  subject  to-day 
was  that  the  Council  might  consider  it,  and,  at  a  future  meeting, 
give  instructions  to  the  Sanitary  Committee.     The  Port  Sanitaiy 
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Authority  did  not  propose  to  rash  into  the  matter  with  nndne  haste, 
hot  wonld  appeal  to  mannfactarers  to  aid  them  withoat  applying 
foicsL  If  the  Gooncil  gave  instructions  to  the  Sanitary  Committee 
on  this  sahject,  they  would,  of  course,  respect  the  interests  of 
mannfactarers  in  putting  the  law  in  forca 

Mr.  Aid.  Plummeb  was  surprised  to  hear  the  Ohairman  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee  asking  for  authority  from  the  Council  to  pro- 
ceed against  persons  for  the  non-consumption  of  smoke.  The  Com- 
mittee already  had  power. 

Mr.  Oliybb  asked  if  the  Council  had  power  over  the  Railway 
Company  in  regard  to  the  smoke  nuisance.  He  noticed  at  Jesmond 
that  the  Railway  OomJMUiy  used  coal  upon  the  railway  instead  of 
eoke. 

The  Mayob  :  They  have  used  coal  for  twenty  years. 

Mr.  ToOll  :  Ton  have  no  control  over  the  railway. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hakond  said  the  sanitary  powers  vested  in  the  Council 
under  the  Sanitary  Act,  were  on  the  9th  November  transferred,  by 
resolution,  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  ;  and  the  committee  could 
take  action  with  regard  to  smoke.  If  there  was  any  particular  case 
respecting  which  ^e  Sanitary  Committee  hesitated,  they  should 
present  a  report  and  take  the  advice  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  We  would  rather  have  the  advice  of  the 
Council  as  to  how  far  we  should  go  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Bell  said  there  was  no  object  to  gain  by  delaying  the 
decision  with  regard  to  this  subject  They  could  not  expect  to  gain 
much  by  appealing  to  manufacturers,  unless  the  committee  showed 
that  they  intended  to  put  the  law  in  force.  Manufacturers  were 
very  much  like  the  Corporation  in  regard  to  this  matter.  The 
Corporation  had  upon  the  Quay  a  travelling  crane,  and  from  the 
chimney  of  the  crane  came  more  smoke  perhaps  than  from  anything 
else  within  200  yards  of  the  Quay.  A  short  time  back  instructions 
were  given  to  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  crane  to  burn  coke. 
Lately,  seeing  a  great  deal  of  smoke  coming  from  the  chimney,  he 
said  to  the  engineer, ''  have  you  not  instructions  to  bum  coke  f " 
The  engineer  replied,  **  Yes ;  but  we  cannot  get  steam  quick  enough 
with  it,  and  we  turned  back  to  coal.*'  They  would  find  the  manu- 
facturers the  same  as  the  Corporation.  He  moved  that  the  Sanitary 
Committee  be  instructed  to  take  what  steps  they  thought  necessary 
to  restrict  the  emission  of  smoke. 

Mr.  DiOKiNSON  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Wk.  Smith  said  Newcastle  was  a  manufacturing  city,  and  he 
urged  the  Council  not  to  give  such  an  order  as  Mr.  Bell  proposed. 
Possibly  certain  steps  could  be  taken  to  lessen  the  quantity  of 
smoke ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  in  many  cases  it  arose  from  a  want  of 
boiler  power. 
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Mr.  Aid.  Obkosoh  :  The  want  of  proper  stoking. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith  said  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  had  snggested  the  proper 
conrse— -that  the  matter  be  considered  calmly,  and  be  discussed  at  s 
fdtnre  meeting.  If  they  attempted  in  a  wholesale  manner  to 
prohibit  the  emission  of  smoke,  people  wonld  be  presented  from 
coming  here  and  opening  works. 

Mr.  Aid.  Plummeb  :  The  chairman  of  the  committee  does  not 
want  to  do  that. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith  said  he  conld  give  instances  of  people,  owing 
to  threats  of  this  kind  in  past  times,  having  gone  to  a  distance  from 
Newcastle  with  their  works. 

Mr.  Dickinson  said  he  had  been  told  that  by  a  simple  contrivinoe 
Abbott  and  Co.,  Gateshead,  had  lessened  the  production  of  smoke. 
Every  member  of  the  Goancil  were  of  opinion  that  the  mannfactoring 
industry  wanted  encoaragment  in  every  way ;  and  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson 
and  the  other  members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  were  endowed 
with  good  sense,  and  wonld  do  nothing  to  injure  manufacturers. 
Mr.  Bell  wanted  the  committee  to  take  such  steps  as  they  thought 
necessaiy. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  Reporting  always  to  the  Council. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  almost  unanimously. 

SCHOOL  OF  ART  AND  SOIKNCB. 

The  Town  Clerk  read  the  following  letter : — 

School  of  Science  and  Art, 

Corporation  Street,  Newcastle,  4th  September,  1883. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — On  behalf  of  our  committee,  permit  me,  through  ^f<n, 
to  tender  their  best  thanks  to  the  Corporation  for  the  snbecription  just 
received  of  ten  guineas  to  the  funds  of  the  School  of  Science  and  Art  In 
connection  with  our  scholarship  fund,  we  propose  devoting  the  amonnt  to 
the  establishment  of  two  Corporate  scholandiips,  open  to  all  the  children 
of  the  public  elementary  schovls  in  the  city  who  nave  passed  the  sixth 
standard.  If  this  meets  the  approval  of  the  Council,  will  yon  request  it  to 
appoint  two  or  three  representatives  in  conjunction  with  our  committee  to 
determine  the  conditions  of  competition,  and  to  carry  out  the  scheme. 

YouiB  faithfully, 

J.  H.  RUTHKBVOBD. 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor  of  Kewcastle-on-Tyne. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  seeonded  by  Mr.  Aid.  CaiL|  the 
letter  waa  referred  to  the  Schools  and  Charities  Committee. 

ACCOMIfODATION  OH  THE  QUAY. 

Mr.  Andersen  asked  the  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  it 
he  was  aware  that  importers  asing  Newcastle  Qnay,  or  desirous  of 
doing  so,  were  sabject  to  great  inconvenience  fit}m  insufficient 
accommodation,  which  compelled  them  at  times  to  land  their 
merchandioe  elsewhere,  to  the  loss  of  the  city  in  dues  and  other 
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charges ;  and  what  arraDgements  he  proposed  to  make  in  order  to 
extend  facilities  to  trade. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlst  said  that,  as  this  matter  was  before  the  Finance 
Committee  at  the  present  time,  he  was  fdlly  aware  of  the  difficnlties 
parties  were  under  in  getting  their  goods  or  cattle  landed  npon  the 
quay.  The  committee  would  consider  the  matter  fully  in  a  short 
time,  and  do  their  best  to  remoTe  the  difficulties. 

Mr.  Ahdkbsbk  :  As  the  answer  is  not  satisfactory  to  me,  I  shall 
bring  the  matter  before  the  Council  in  a  different  form. 

HEM BERS  OF  THE  OOUKOIL  AND  THEIB  BATES,  &C. 

Mr.  Laird  fiaid  he  had  given  private  notice  to  the  Chairman  of 
the  Finance  Committee  of  his  intention  to  ask  the  two  following 
questions  : — Ist.  Are  there  any  members  of  the  Council  in  arrears 
to  the  City  Treasurer,  either  for  flagging,  paving,  or  rates,  prior  to 
December  31st,  1881 ;  if  so,  who  are  they,  and  how  much  do  they 
individually  owe  ?  2nd.  How  long  has  the  debt  been  owing,  and 
what  steps,  if  any,  do  you  propose  taking  for  the  recovery  of  the 
same) 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlet  :  The  Finance  Committee  can  only  reply  as  far 
MB  the  rates  are  concerned.  The  reply  is  that  there  is  nothing 
unpaid  that  ought  to  have  been  paid  previous  to  the  8 1st  December, 
1881. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson:  With  one  exception,  no  member  of  this 
Council  is  in  arrears  for  paving  and  flagging  expenses  accounts, 
except  in  three  cases  which  are  in  dispute,  and  which  are  receiving 
the  attention  of  the  sqb-committee  in  charge  of  these  accounts, 
special  attention  being  paid  to  parties  who  have  running  accounts 
and  payable  by  instalments.  The  list  of  accounts  owing  are  properly 
tabulated,  and  can  be  examined  at  any  time  by  members  of  the 
Council  at  Mr.  Amo8*s  office. 

THE  HIGH  DEATH  RATE  OF  ITEWOASTLE. 

Mr.  Newton  asked  if  the  Sanitary  Committee  could  give  the 
Council  any  explanation  as  to  the  unsatisfactory  and  unenviable 
position  Newcastle  occupied  in  the  death  rate. 

Mr.  C.  8.  Shith  said  this  matter  had  that  morning  been  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Sanitary  Committee,  and  the  Medical  Officer 
said  there  could  scarcely  be  given  an  exact  cause  in  so  short  a  space 
of  time  for  the  death  rate  being  on  the  increase.  Measles  and 
diarrhoea  were  the  chief  causes  of  the  present  increase ;  and  there 
had  been  several  cases  of  chest  disease,  which  were  rather  extra- 
ordinary at  the  present  time. 

Mr.^  YouLL  :  Is  the  increase  of  deaths  principally  among  infants  I 

Mr.  C.  S.  Smith  :  No. 
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Mr.  Aid.  Orboson  said  there  was  nothiDg  alarming  in  this  matter. 
He  had  endearoared  for  thirty  years  to  impress  apon  the  Conncil 
that  epidemics  were  something  like  waves  of  either  wind  or  water— 
they  diffused  themselves  from  one  place  to  another.  When  Sander- 
land  was  very  healthy  they  would  find  Newcastle  in  the  oppodte 
conditioni  and  vice  versa,  lliere  was  nothing  alarming  in  this ;  it 
was  a  common  occnrence. 

THE  BOWLING  TRACK  ON  THE  VOOB. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Ellis  asked  the  Chairman  of  the  Town  Moor 
Management  Committee  when  he  expected  the  bowling  track  on 
the  Moor  woald  be  ready  for  nse,  and  if  the  committ^  had  decided 
to  widen  the  track. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  the  committee  had  taken  steps  to  go  oq 
with  the  formation  of  the  track  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  the  time 
of  completion  woald  depend  in  a  great  measare  apon  the  weather. 
With  the  assent  of  the  Stewards'  Committee  the  track  woald  be 
made  50  feet  wide,  instead  of  48  feet,  and  the  committee  thoaglit 
that  width  would  be  sufficient  for  all  purposes.  It  was  the 
intention  of  the  Borough  Engineer  to  expedite  the  wo^  as  moek 
as  he  could. 

THE  TEMPERANCE  FESTIVAL  ON  THE  MOOR. 

Mr.  Stephens  asked  the  Chairman  of  the  Town  Moor  Mansge- 
ment  Committee  what  arrangements  they  had  made  with  respect  to 
the  money  received  from  the  letting  of  sites  for  tents,  &cl,  at  the 
Temperance  Festival  held  upon  the  Moor  in  June  last. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  the  principle  acted  upon  daring  the  tiaie 
the  races  were  held  upon  the  Moor  was  to  give  the  proceeds  from 
the  letting  of  sites  for  tents,  &c.,  to  the  race  fund ;  but  as  the  rscee 
had  been  discontinued  the  committee  had  come  to  the  resolution-- 
this  was  not  to  form  a  precedent — that  after  all  the  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  Corporation  for  printing,  and  putting  the  Moor  into  ft 
proper  state  bad  been  paid,  the  balance  be  paid  over  to  the  Temper- 
ance Festival  Committee,'  less  five  guineas,  which  it  was  always 
considered  necessary  to  retain  in  order  that  the  Corporation  might 
maintain  their  right  to  the  freehold. 

Mr.  Stephens  :  Allow  me  to  say  on  behalf  of  the  Festival  Com- 
mittee that  we  are  very  much  obliged  for  the  very  handsome  way 
we  have  been  treated. 

THE  WATER  SUPPLY  AT  STKER. 

Mr.  BiRKETT  asked  by  whose  authority  the  statement  was  made 
in  the  Medical  Officer's  report  that  "  the  water  of  Newcastle  ii 
abundant  and  good."  He  was  sure  a  statement  more  untrae 
was  never  put  forward  so  far  as  the  east  end  of  the  city  wss 
concerned. 
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Mr.  TouLL  said  the  Medical  Officer's  statement  was  perfeoUj 
trae  80  far  as  the  supply  of  water  was  concerned.  There  were  up- 
wards of  1,800,000,000  gallons  in  store  on  Angnst  dlst,]  being 
upwards  of  400,000,000  ^lons  more  than  was  in  store  two  years 
ago,  and  considerably  more  than  was  in  store  at  this  time  last  year. 
Temporary  difficalties  no  donbt  did  occnr  regarding  Byker,];'whioh 
was  the  highest  part  of  the  city  sapplied  by  the  Water  Company. 
When  the  pressure  of  water  was  reduced  by  the  street  watering  in 
the  dty  the  Company  were  not  able  to  give  that  continual  supply  to 
Byker  which  the  residents  there  would  like.  With  that  exception 
the  quantity,  and  also  the  quality  of  the  water,  according  to  the 
analysis,  were  both  good. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  said  the  words  quoted  by  Mr.  Birkett  were 
from  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  had  thought 
it  his  duty  to  visit  the  reservoirs  and  ascertain  the  quality  and 
quantity  of  the  water. 

Mr.  BiBKBTT :  The  supply  of  water  at  the  east  end  is  deficient. 

Mr.  G.  S.  SniTH  :  Street  watering  takes  only  1  per  cent  of  the 
daily  consumption,  so  that  it  can  have  no  effect  upon  the  supply 
stall. 

OOUNOILLOBS  AS  SPECIAL  JURORS. 

Mr.  Bell  asked  the  Town  Clerk  if  members  of  the  Corporation 
were  liable  to  be  summoned  as  special  jurors  at  the  Quarter  Sessions 
or  Assizes.     He  thought  they  were  not  liable. 

Mr.  ToULL :  If  Mr.  Bell  will  call  upon  his  lawyer  and  pay  6s. 
3d.  he  will  get  an  opinion. 

The  Town  Clerk  :  I  think  members  of  the  Council  are  liable. 

Mr.  Stephens  :  Mr.  John  Clayton  told  me  exactly  the  contrary 
—that  I  was  exempt. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith  :  Mr.  Philipson  told  me  the  same. 

THE  coroner's  AOOOUNT. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlet  presented  the  Coroner's  account  for  the  quarter 
ended  July  31,  amounting  to  £128  Ss.  6d.  He  said  the  account 
had  been  examined  by  the  Finance  Committee,  and  certified  by 
them.     He  moved  that  the  account  be  paid. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

OORPORATION  STOCK. 

The  following  report  was  presented  : — 

The  Finanoe  Committee  haye  gre  it  pleasure  in  reporting  to  the  Oonncil 
tbat  the  whole  of  tbe  £360,000  stock,  created  on  the  2ad  May  Ust,  has  been 
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taken  up^  ind  oertifioatM  to  make  np  that  amoant  are  lubmitted  for  aealioe. 
The  oommittee  having  reason  to  believe  that  a  farther  iasne  of  £60,000  wul 
also  be  taken  np,  recommend  the  creation  ci  stock  to  that  amount,  on  the 
same  terms  as  tne  last  creation. 

Thomas  Hsdlet,  Chaimian. 
Dated  this  90th  day  of  Angost,  188S. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlet  mored  the  sealing  of  certificates  numbers  226 
to  247  inclusiye,  and  certificate  to  bearer  nnmber  4,  for  Corporation 
stock  amonnting  together  to  £75,650,  and  also  certificates  to  bearer 
nnmbers  5  to  10  inclnsive  for  £6,000,  in  exchange  for  stock  certi- 
ficates already  issned  for  the  same  amoant  He  expressed  the 
gratification  of  the  committee  on  being  able  to  report  that  the  whole 
of  the  £350,000  worth  of  stock  ordered  to  be  issned  on  May  2nd 
had  been  taken  np  at  par.  He  believed  no  other  Corporation  in 
the  kingdom  had  been  able  to  do  better,  if  so  well,  as  the  Newcastle 
Corporation.  The  public  eridently  had  a  rery  good  opinion  of 
Newcastle. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlet  moTed  the  confirmation  of  the  abore  report  of 
the  Finance  Committee. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  I  would  prefer  that  you  defer  the  considera- 
tion of  the  report  until  the  next  meeting.  If  you  press  this  on  now 
I  shall  hare  a  great  deal  to  say  about  it. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlet  :  There  have  been  applications  for  something 
like  the  amount  we  propose  to  issue. 

Mr.  Holmes  :  Do  you  want  the  money  7 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  ;  No. 

Mr.  Holmes  :  Then  why  borrow  it  now  ? 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlet  :  It  is  to  replace  loans  at  4  per  cent.  fiJling 
due,  and  the  lenders  have  agreed  to  take  stock  at  3^  per  cent.  We 
are  anxious  to  get  this  carried  out  at  once.  I  more  the  adoption  of 
the  report. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gail  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  he  was  very  sorry  to  have  to  interfere 
with  the  financial  arrangements.  The  Coancil  had  already  author* 
ised  the  Finance  Committee  to  issue  stock  to  the  amount  of 
£350,000,  of  which  £300,000  was  required  for  cancelling  existing 
loans,  and  £50,000  for  new  undertakings.  The  stock  had  been 
issued,  but  the  committee  had  not  told  the  Council  how  much  of  the 
old  debt  had  been  cancelled  and  replaced.  There  was  not  £300,000 
of  the  old  debts  falling  due  now.  The  Acts  of  Parliament  directed 
that  the  repayment  of  money  should  extend  orer  fifty  or  sixty  years ; 
and  the  fiftieth  or  sixtieth  part  of  the  money  was  annually  to  be 
paid  o£f.     Before  the  committee  asked  for  power  to  issue  further 
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fltooky  they  should  inform  the  Council  how  much  of  the  old  deht  had 
been  cancelled  and  replaced  by  the  £800,000  already  obtained.  The 
Council  were  not  aware  that  1  per  cent  had  bee;i  paid  to  lawyers 
for  negotiating  the  loans  under  the  stock;  and  that  made  the 
interest  upon  the  stock  4  per  cent,  for  the  next  two  years.  The 
object  of  the  Council  in  throwing  overboard  brokers  and  other  persons 
who  formed  nyndicates  for  the  issue  of  loans,  was  that  they  might 
borrow  direct  from  the  public ;  but  not  one  word  had  been  said  of 
the  number  of  loans  negotiated  through  lawyers,  who,  no  doubt, 
persuaded  their  clients  that  the  Corporation  stock  was  a  good  invest- 
ment— ^which  undoubtedly  it  was,  equal  to  consols.  The  intention 
of  the  Council  had  been  to  advertise  the  stock,  and  bring  the  public 
into  direct  negotiation  with  the  Corporation.  He  wanted  to  know 
how  much  of  the  old  debt  had  been  cancelled,  before  authorising  the 
committee  to  issue  additional  stock.  The  Council  onght  to  have  a  dis- 
tinct intimation  from  the  committee  of  what  proportion  of  the  old  debt 
had  been  redeemed  and  cancelled  by  the  £300,000  received  from 
the  stock  ;  and,  until  that  information  was  given,  he  objected  in  the 
strongest  terms  possible  to  the  issue  of  further  stock.  The  £300,000 
had  been  borrowed  upon  the  faith  that  £300,000  of  old  debt  would 
be  redeemed  ;  and,  unless  it  had  been  redeemed,  the  Council  would 
be  borrowing  beyond  their  power.  He  urged  the  withdrawal  of  the 
report  until  next  meeting,  when  the.  Committee  could  report  the 
amount  of  debt  which  had  been  cancelled,  and  what  interest  was 
being  paid  upon  both  the  sums  borrowed. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  said  if  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  had  investigated 
the  subject  he  would  have  found  there  was  no  ground  for  finding 
fault.  He  (Aid.  StephensoD)  thought  he  would  be  able  to  show 
that  the  action  of  the  committee  was  legitimate,  and  that  the 
Council  were  acting  perfectly  within  their  powers.  Home  time 
ago  a  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  CouncU  agreeing  to  go  to 
Parliament  for  power  to  consolidate  the  Corporation  loans,  in  order 
that  money  might  be  borrowed  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest ;  and  what 
had  since  happened  was  a  justification  for  what  the  Council  then 
did.  There  had  been  £350,000  of  3}  per  cent  stock  applied  for  at 
par.  The  loans  negotiated  during  the  time  he  had  been  a  member 
of  the  Council,  and  years  before,  had  generally  had  a  currency  of 
three  to  five  years,  and  the  interest  paid  was  4  or  4^  and  even  5 
per  cent.,  and  10s.  per  cent,  was  paid  as  a  procuration  fee.  They 
had  done  a  master-stroke  of  finance  in  getting  £350,000  for  fifty 
years  at  a  procuration  fee  of  I  per  cent,  instead  of  paying  a  fee  of 
I  per  cent  on  loans  for  only  three  or  five  years. 

Mr.  RiOBABDsoN :  It  is  paid  once  for  the  fifty  years  under  the 
new  stock. 

Mr.  Aid.  Btbphbvson  :  Yes;  and  I  hope  that  will  be  satisfactory 
to  you. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hauond  :  What  you  are  stating  cannot  be  carried  out 
The  Town  Clerk  must  know  well  enough  that  yon  cannot  borrow 
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money  for  fifty  yean.  Yon  are  bonnd  to  borrow  money  and  pny  it 
off  year  by  year  onder  the  different  Acle  of  Parliament  which  gm 
yon  borrowing  powers. 

The  Towv  Olbrk  :  This  £350,000  indndes  money  which 
need  not  be  repaid  nnder  fifty-three  yeara  It  is  so  arranged 
under  the  Acts  that  the  repayments  need  not  take  place  nntil 
the  end  of  fifty-three  years.  It  was  arranged  expressly  for  that 
pnrposa 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond:  That  shonld  have  been  explained  by  the 
Finance  Oommittee. 

Mr.  Aid.  8TEPHBVS0N  said  the  committee  took  the  very  best 
advice  in  England  upon  the  snbject,  and  were  told,  in  spite  of  the 
real  estates  owned  by  the  Corporation,  that  the  only  thing  whidi 
would  operate  on  the  minds  of  a  syndicate  of  financiers  would  be  the 
rating  of  the  city.  The  gentlemen  of  high  position  consulted  would 
not  undertake  the  floating  of  the  loan,  unless  it  was  issued  at  £95, 
which  was  a  discount  of  5  per  cent.  Had  the  proceedings  of  to-day 
not  justified  the  action  taken  by  the  Finance  Committee?  The 
Corporation  had  themselves  issued  the  stock  at  par,  and  had  saved 
the  5  per  cent,  discount  upon  the  £350,000  which  was  equal  to 
£17,500 ;  and  there  was  a  saving  to  the  city  in  the  interest  of  ) 
per  cent.  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  had  objected  to  the  payment  of  a 
procuration  fee.  Did  Mr.  Aid  Hamond  not  know  that  the  veiy 
people  who  were  consulted  by  the  Finance  Committee,  and  wfaio 
thought  the  loan  could  not  be  successfully  floated  unless  at  £95, 
said  ''  over  and  above  that  we  shall  expect  1  percent  for  our  trouble 
in  the  matter,  and  for  giving  our  name  and  prestige  in  oonnectioik 
with  the  floating  of  the  loan.  We  will  float  it  at  £95,  and 
charge  1  per  cent  for  doing  it ;  and  we  expect  to  have  the  working 
of  the  account  of  this  loan  afterwards,  and  the  paying  of  your  half- 
yearly  interest  warrants ;  and  for  that  you  will  pay  us  annually  at 
the  rate  of  £1,000  per  million  of  stock.''  The  Corporation  stock 
amounted  to  £350,000,  or  about  one-third  of  one  million  ;  and  the 
charge  for  working  the  account  would  have  been  £500  a  year,  that 
being  the  least  amount  that  would  be  taken.  All  that  expense  had 
been  saved  to  the  city.  The  whole  of  the  £300,000  had  been  placed 
for  the  continuation  or  renewal  of  the  old  debt ;  and  the  £50,000 
was  for  works  as  set  forth  in  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Council  on 
May  2nd,  1883.  The  additional  £50,000  worth  of  stock  which  the 
committee  recommended  should  be  created  was  to  replace  loans 
which  were  gradually  &lling  in,  and  which  the  oommittee  wished  to 
anticipate. 

The  motion  for  the  confirmation  of  the  report  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlbt  moved  the  following  resolutions  : — 

Besolved  flratly, 

That  under  the  authority  and  snbjeefe  to  the  proviaions  of  the  New- 
castle-upOQ-Tsme  Corporation  Loaiu  Act,  1882,  the  Corporation  acting  ^ 
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the  Council  do  hereby  in  ezerdse  of  their  sevenJ  statutory  pewen  create 
Stock,  to  be  called  Newcastle-apon-Tyne  Corporation  Redeemable  Stock, 
and  to  be  iflsned  to  an  amoant  which  ahall  be  sufficient  for  the  following 
purposes,  but  not  exceeding  £50,000. 

(a)  For  raising,  instead  of  re-borrowing,  the  sum  of  £43,000,  required  by 

the  Corporation  for  the  purpcee  of  paying  oiS^  when  due,  sums 
amounting  to  £43,000,  which  will  fall  due  before  the  first  day  of 
July,^  1884,  being  a  portion  of  their  debts  now  subsisting  on  the 
security  of  outstanding  securities,  granted  by  the  Corporation,  for 
raisiug  money  for  the  purposes  of  the  followiog  Acts,  that  is  to 
say  r— 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Improvement  Act,  1870. 

Newcastle-upon-l^e  Improvemrait  Act,  1871. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Improvement  Act,  1877. 

Public  Libraries  Act,  1855. 
and  which  sums  the  Corporation  are  under  those  Acts  authorised 
to  borrow. 

(b)  For  raising  the  sum  of  £7,000  for  the  expenses  incurred,  and  to  be 

incurreo,  in  and  about  the  creation  and  issue  of  the  Corporation 
Stock  hereby  created,  and  also  in  nd  about  the  creation  and  issue 
of  the  sum  of  £350,000  Newcastle-npon-Tvne  Corporation  Redeem- 
able Stock  created  by  the  Corporation  on  the  2nd  day  of  May,  1883. 

Resolved  secondly. 

That  such  stock  shall  be  issued  at  par,  and  shall  bear  the  dividends, 
and  be  transferable  in  the  manner  hereinaiter  specified  (that  is  to  say) : — 

(a)  Stock  to  be  issued  in  sums  of  £10  and  upwards,  being  a  multiple 
of  £10. 

(&)  Dividends  at  £3  10s.  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  half-yearly  on 
1st  January  and  1st  July,  but  when  Stock  is  issued  cfuring  the 
currency  of  a  half-year  interest  at  £3  lOs.  per  cent,  per  annum  to 
be  paid  from  the  day  of  issue  to  the  next  half-yearly  dividend  day. 

(e)  Stock  to  be  transferable  by  deed  and  not  in  books. 

Resolved  thirdly. 

That  such  Stock  shall  be  redeemable  at  par  on  the  let  day  of  July, 
1938,  unless  previouuly  cancelled  by  purchase,  either  in  the  open  market  or 
by  agreement  with  the  stockholder. 

Resolved  fourthly, 

That,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's 
IVeasory,  an  agreement  be  entered  into  with  the  Commissioners  of  Inland 
Revenue,  for  the  payment  to  the  last  mentioned  Commissioners  of  composi- 
tion under  the  provisions  of  Section  53  of  "The  Inland  Revenue  Act, 
1880,'*  for  the  Stamp  Duty  on  transfers  of  Stock  issued  under  the  foregoing 
xesolutions. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  the  oonrts  of  law  had  lately  decided  that 
a  contract  under  seal  could  only  be  cancelled  by  another  document 
under  seal.  Was  it  the  intention  of  the  Finance  Committee  to 
produce  the  bonds  which  the  Council  had  sanctioned  under  seal 
to  be  cancelled ;  and,  if  it  was  not  their  intention  to  do  so,  he 
would  feel  it  his  duty  to  giro  notice  of  motion  to  the  effect  that  it 
be  done. 

The  Town  Olbbk  :  If  there  should  be  any  bonds  unexpired  there 
can  be  no  reason  why  they  should  not  be  cancelled  as  suggested. 
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Mr.  Aid.  Uamokd  :  Or  renewals.  A  renewal  is  a  re-issning  of 
the  loan.  Are  ail  these  bonds  to  be  cancelled  in  the  way  they  are 
issued  f 

The  TowH  Olbbk:  Some  of  the  bonds  expired  by  effluxion  of 
time ;  they  were  only  for  short  periods.  Those  not  expired  can  be 
brought  up. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  You  hare  no  objection  to  bringing  them  up 
as  I  suggest  ? 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephensou:  There  is  no  objection. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THE  BATES. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Hedlet,  seconded  by  Mr.  Aid. 
Stephensok,  it  was  resolved  to  seal  a  Gfeneral  Rate  of  Is.  5^., 
Improvement  Bate  S^d.,  and  a  Qeneral  District  (Parks)  Rate  of 
2d.  in  the  pound  for  the  year. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Hedlet,  seconded  by  Mr.  Aid. 
Stephensoh,  it  was  resolved  '<  that  Robert  Pybus  be  appointed 
assessor,  and  the  said  Robert  Pybus,  Martin  Brabant,  David  Wright, 
Robert  Keen  Barber,  and  the  Collectors  now  in  office,  be  appointed 
Collectors  of  the  Ceneral  Rate,  the  Improvement  Rate,  and  the 
General  District  (Parks)  Rate." 

WIDENING  OF  BUWIOK  BOAD. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  moved  the  sealing  of  a  conveyauce  from  the 
National  Provincial  Bank  of  England,  Limited,  to  the  Corporation 
of  a  piece  of  land  in  Elswick  Road,  containing  52  square  yards,  for 
the  purpose  of  widening  the  road  ;  price,  £52.  He  said  this  was  a 
piece  of  land  in  Elswick  Road,  opposite  St.  John's  Cemetery, 
and  it  was  required  to  increase  the  facilities  for  the  traffic  along  the 
road. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlet  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

the  pubchase  of  moor  lodge. 

Mr.  Aid.  Angus  moved  the  sealing  of  an  Authority  to  the  Official 
Trustees  of  Charitable  Funds  to  pay  over  £5,000  invested  in  their 
names  on  account  of  the  8t.  Mary  Magdalene  Hospital,  as  the 
purchase  money  for  Moor  Lodge  and  ground  adjoining  it. 

Mr.  Aid.  Young  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

SOOTSWOOD  ROAD  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  moved  the  sealing  of  conveyance  from  the 
Trastees  of  the  late  Richard  Grainger  of  land  at  Scotswood  Road 
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for  the  purpose  of  widening  the  road  He  said  the  land  adjoined 
the  ooUierj  bridge  across  Sootswood  Road,  and  was  required  in  order 
to  widen  the  road. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gebgson  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

IMPORTATION  OF  RAGS  FROM  KOTPT. 

The  following  report  was  presented  from  the  Sanitary  Com- 
mittee :^- 

The  Sanitaiy  Committee  have  to  report  to  the  Connoil  that  they  hare 
had  a  oommoxucation  from  the  Biver  Tyne  Port  Sanitary  Antbority  asking 
the  Cooncil  of  this  city  to  petition  the  Looal  Government  Board,  praving 
that  during  the  prevalence  of  cholera  in  Egypt  the  importation  of  rags  from 
that  oonntry  to  this  country  may  be  prohibited. 

Your  Conunittee  consider  that  it  would  be  beneficial  to  the  interests  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  city  that  such  importation  should  be  prohibited  as 
Boggeated,  and  they  recommend  the  Council  to  seal  the  accompanying  peti- 
tion to  the  Local  QoTemment  Board. 

Thohas  Wilson,  Chairman. 

Town  Hall,  August,  1883. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson,  seconded  hy  Mr.  Stephbnb, 
it  was  resolved  to  seal  a  memorial  to  the  Local  Qovemment  Board, 
praying  that,  during  the  prevalence  of  cholera  in  Egypt,  the  impor- 
tation of  rags  from  that  country  Inay  he  prohibited. 

« 

THE  KBBLMAN*S  HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  presented  the  following  report:— 

In  reporting  to  the  Council  with  regard  to  the  damage  to  the  Keelman's 
Hospital  caused  by  the  new  street  works,  the  Town  Improvement  Com- 
mittee have  littie  to  add  to  the  statement  made  by  the  Chairman  on  the  4th 
July,  namely : — 

"It  was  not  anticipated  that  the  new  street  works  would  cause  any 
interference  with  the  Keelman's  Hospital,  except  an  alteration  of  the  aooesa 
to  it  from  the  New  Road.  During  the  progress  of  the  works,  however,  in 
the  early  part  of  last  year,  it  was  not  considered  safe  that  a  portion  of  the 
building  should  be  occupied  for  a  time,  and  arrangements  were  made,  which 
were  pmeotiy  satisfactory,  that  the  inmates  of  that  portion  should  tempo- 
rarily ooeupy  rooms  which  were  provided  for  them,  and  when  all  danger 
was  over  those  inmates  returned  to  their  apartments  in  the  HospitaL  Later 
in  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  to  make  similar  arrangements  with  regard 
to  another  portion  of  the  building.  Unfortunately  the  works  caused  this 
portion  of  the  building  to  fall.  This,  however,  will  be  rebuilt  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  the  Hospital  restored  to  its  former  condition/'  except  to  state 
that  the  Hospital  building  Is  now  almost  completely  restored,  and  is  in  very 
much  better  condition  tlum  it  was  before  it  was  damaged  by  the  works. 
The  rooms  are  being  papered  and  painted,  and  the  inmates  will  soon  be  able 
to  return  to  their  apurtments  withoat  having  suffered  any  loss. 

It  may  be  added  that,  in  carrying  out  the  work  of  restoration,  all  the 
suggestions  of  the  architect  for  the  Hospital  have  been  attended  to. 

Thomas  Wilmn,  Chairman. 

Dated  5th  day  of  September,  1883. 
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Mr.  Nbwtov  saggetted  that  a  copy  of  the  report  be  sent  to  the 
tniBtees  of  the  Keelman*!  Hoepital.  He  wonld  hare  liked  the 
report  to  hare  coDtained  a  statement  of  the  cost  incurred. 

The  Mayor  :  Ton  do  not  wish  a  copy  sent  before  the  r^xxrt  is 
confirmed. 

Mr.  Aid.  ELlmovd  :  There  can  be  no  objection  to  sending  a  copy. 

Mr.  RiOHABDSOH  mored  the  confirmation  of  the  report 

Mr.  Aid.  Gail  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Nbwton  objected  to  the  report  being  confirmed  to-day  ;  and 
the  consideration  of  the  report,  therefore,  was  postponed. 

GAB  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Aid.  STEPHuroov  presented  the  following  report : — 

Laboratory  and  Assay  Office,  75,  Side,  Newcastle-apon-Tyiie> 
Ist  September,  1883. 
DxAB  Sm, — ^I  have  the  honour  of  sending  you  tiie  reeolts  of  my  exam- 
inatian  of  the  qualil^  of  the  ma  supplied  to  this  city  by  the  Newcastle- 
apon-T]me  and  Gateshead  Gas  Company : — 


Date. 

inapermoandlM. 

BolphorinlOO 
eahiototitotgtm. 

Solphnrattod 
hydrogen. 

Amr.     1 

16-9 
16-2 
16-0 
16-8 
16-2 

3'74  grains. 
2-72       „ 

2-W       „ 
4-89       „ 
2-87       ,. 

NiL. 

J     9 

„     14 

„     23 

"     rr 

„     30 

Sugg's  No.  1  London  burner  and  the  Metropolitan  Gas  Referees'  sulphur 
testing  apparatus  are  used  in  testing.  According  to  Act  of  Parliament  the 
gas,  when  tested  with  ,this  apparatus,  should  not  be  of  less  illuminating 
power  than  15)  standard  sperm  candles,  nor  contain  more  than  20  grains 
of  sulphur  per  100  cubic  feet.  The  gas  should  also  be  quite  free  from 
■ulphurettea  hydrogen. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly,  John  Pattinsok. 

To  Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson,  Chairman  of  the  Gas  and  Water  Committee 
of  the  Newcastle-upon-T]me  City  Council. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlbt  said  that  if  there  was  any  defioiency  in  regard 
to  the  gas  attention  was  called  to  it  in  the  Counoil,  and  he  thought 
it  only  right  to  the  Gas  Company  that  he  shooid  state  that  last 
week  the  atnoant  of  sniphnr  was  down  to  2-84,  and  the  illaminating 
power  was  equal  to  16*2  candles.  A  fortnight  ago  the  snlphor  was 
down  to  2*75,  the  lowest  quantity  on  record 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  It  has  never  been  so  low  in  all  England. 

THE  WATBB  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  TouLL  presented  the  following  reports  : — 

Laboratory  and  Assay  Office,  75,  Side,  Newcastle-on-TVaei 
August  23rd,  1883. 
1  )aeg  to  report  that  I  hare  analysed  a  sample  of  the  water  supplied  to 
this  city  by  the  Newcastle  and  Uateshead  Water  Company,  taken  hj 
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me  from  a  tap  in   Dean  Street,  on  the  8th  inatant,  and  that  I  find  it 
contains  as  follows,  per  gallon  : — 

Total  solid  matter  dried  at  SllPFah IS-OOOfn. 

Chlorine  0-971    „ 

Phoflphorio  add Slight  traoe 

Nitrogen  as nitcates   0<06Sgis. 

Ammonia   CDOl    „ 

Albuminoid  ammonia OHM^    „ 

Oxygen  aboorbed  in  16  minutes  at  80°  Fah 0-064    „ 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  foar  hoars        do.  0-128    „ 

Baldness  before  boiling  (Clarke's  soale) 11*4  degs. 

Hardness  after  boiling  one  hoar  (do.)  3-2    ,. 

Appearsnce  in  two  f eet  tabe lUnt  yellow  ooloar 

Bmell  when  heated  to  100°  Fah None 

Hiorosoopioal  examination SattsfBOtoir. 

This  sample  and  three  others,  taken  on  the  same  day  from  tape  in 
Elswick  Road,  Scotswood  Road,  and  the  Quayside,  were  all  Tery  free  from 
suspended  matter,  showing  that  the  water  was  well  filtered.  In  all  reepeots 
the  water  is  suitable  for  drinking  purposes. 

(Signed)    John  Pattinbon. 
J.  Q.  YouU,  Esq.,  Yioe-Chairman  of  the  Gas  and  Water  Committee 
of  the  Newcastle-npoTi-Tjne  City  Council. 


QUANTITT  OF  WATBB  IN  8T0BB. 

Whittle  Dene  reservoirs        420, 1 99, 812  galls. 

Hallington  reservoir 645,723.826     „ 

Colt  Crag  reservoir      236,046,843     „ 

little  Swinbum  reservoir      25,458,801     „ 


Total         1,327,428,282     „ 

August  31st,  1883.  R.  W.  Hxnzbll,  Accountant. 

WE8TGATB  BOAD  POLIOS  STATION. 

The  following  report  was  presented  : — 

The  Watoh  Conunittee  have  to  report  that,  in  aooordanoe  with  the 
instructions  of  the  Council,  they  invited — ^b^  public  advertisement — torn- 
petitive  plans  for  the  erection  of  the  new  Ponce  and  Fire  Brigade  Station  at 
Weetgate  Road,  under  the  usual  conditions  in  such  oases,  by  which  the 
competing  architects  are  not  known  until  after  the  competition  is  over.  In 
response  to  such  advertisement,  22  seta  of  plans  were  received  from  profes- 
sional arc)iitects  in  Newcastle  and  various  parts  of  the  country.  The  whole 
of  these  drawings  were  exhibited  to  the  public  in  the  concert  room  of  the 
Town  Hall. 

To  asaist  them  in  the  consideration  and  final  selection  of  the  plans,  vonr 
committee  engaged  the  services  of  Thomas  Worthington,  Esq.,  consuldnff 
architect,  Manchester, — who  was  recommended  to  them  by  the  President  <n 
the  Institute  of  Bhtish  Architects,  as  a  proper  person  to  act  in  the  capacity 
of  architectural  assessor— ^and  Mr.  Worthington,  after  a  thorough  examina- 
tion of  tiie  plans,  has  furnished  your  committee  with  the  following  report : — 

August  leth,  1883. 
To  ^  Chairman  of  the  Wakh  Committe*,  NeweasUe-im'Ti/ne. 

NSW  POLICS  AND  VIBE  BUOADE  STATION  AT  WESTOATB. 

Sir,— In  pursuance  of  the  instructions  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to 
receive  from  your  committee,  I  now  beg  to  present  my  report  on  the 
designs  submitted  by  the  twenty-two  competitors  for  the  New  Police  and 
Fire  Brigade  Station  for  the  City  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
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The  "ooDditionB  of  oompetition  "  were  very  explicit,  and  the  oompetbg 
architects  hare  evidently  devoted  themaelTee  to  the  work  with  the  moit 
tiioDghtfal  care,  and  many  of  the  designs  are  well  atodied,  and  aaited  to 
the  paq)ose  for  which  they  are  intended.  In  one  or  two  cases  altematiYe 
arrangements  are  suggested,  and  the  labours  of  the  com^titors  havB 
aflforded  abundant  material  from  which  to  select  a  suitable  design. 

It  is  of  course  hardly  possible  that  any  one  set  of  drawing  should  be 
absolutely  perfect ;  some  excelling  in  architectural  desigii^  while  otiiers  are 
most  meritorious  in  plan,  and  all  open  on  some  point  to  critidsm. 

The  conditions  state  that  "special  weight  will  be  given  to  general  ooo- 
venieooe  of  arran^^ement  for  the  working  of  each  department^"  and  it  k 
dear  that  for  a  buildiuK  whose  purpose  is  so  eminently  practical,  conveoi- 
enoe  and  suitability  of  plan  witii  sood  sanitary  arrangements  are  the  first 
points  to  be  regarded  ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  for  a  munidpal  building  in 
a  prt>minent  and  improving  position,  a  certain  architectural  charaoter  seeias 
oflpfiTitial, 

The  expenditure  on  the  buildings  bdng  limited,  and  the  accommodation 
required  considerable,  it  is  obvii>us  that  an^  suitable  design  can  onlv  be 
carried  out  by  the  most  rigid  r^jard  being  paid  to  economy.  Practically,  s 
great  portion  of  the  building  is  uttle  more  than  a  barrack,  and  the  working 
^  out  of  the  external  architecture  must  be  ruled  largely  by  the  proposed  ooti 
'  It  is  quite  certain  that  extreme  simplicity  of  detail  and  economy  of  oon* 
struction  must  be  kept  in  view  by  the  architect  whose  plan  may  be  adopted, 
in  working  out  the  finished  drawings  for  the  contract. 

After  making  verv  full  and  careral  notes  from  the  whole  of  the  drawiap 
on  the  spot,  I  have  devoted  several  days  here  to  a  more  minute  and  detailed  ' 
examination  of  a  few  of  the  designs  which  appeared  to  be  most  nearly  in 
accordance  with  the  "  conditions  of  competition,"  and  I  have  endeavowed 
witii  the  utmost  impartiality  to  arrive  at  a  fair  decision. 

Taking  it  as  a  whole,  the  desim  which  seems  to  me  most  nearly  to  noeet 
the  requirements,  is  that  marked  with  the  motto  "Cavendo  tutus;"  ud 
the  two  designs  whose  authors  are,  in  mv  judgment,  entitled  to  diride 
equally  the  £50  premium,  are  those  markea  with  the  mottoes  *<Novocai- 
tnan^and"Adrem." 

Several  of  the  designs  which  cannot  be  premiated  have  special  merits  of 
their  own  to  which  I  would  gladly  refer,  but  I  hardly  fed  myself  at  liberty 
to  do  so  without  exceeding  the  limits  of  my  duty  which  I  have  undertaken. 

I  cannot^  however,  refrain  from  saying  that  while  the  architectaril 
merits  of  more  than  one  of  unpremiated  designs  are  very  oonsiderabie,  it  is 
to  be  regretted  that  the  plans  aocompanyinff  them  have  been  quite  below 
the  standard  required.  On  the  other  band  the  reverse  applies,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  drawings  marked  with  the  motto  "  Always  ready  "  (A),  which 
have  many  excellent  points  of  plan,  but  the  arohitectnral  part  of  the  design 
is  very  indifferent. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

THOiLis  WoBTHnroTON,  F.B.I.RA., 
Asseaior. 

T<*ur  committee,  on  opening  the  sealed  mottoes,  find  that  the  motto 
"Gavendo  tutus"  is  that  of  Mr.  Arthur  R  0.  Gibson,  architect,  3,  Si 
Nicholas*  Boildings,  Newcastle ;  that  the  motto  "  Novocastrian  "  is  that  of 
Messrs.  Clark  and  Mosorop,  Darlington ;  and  the  motto  "  Ad  rem  "  is  that 
of  Mr.  W.  Howard  Seth-Smith,  of  London. 

The  selection  made  by  Mr.  Worthington  met  with  the  approval  of  joax 
committee,  who  unanimously  confirmed  that  gentleman's  report. 

It  is  the  intention  of  your  committee  to  take  the  requisite  steps  to  pro- 
ceed witi^  the  erection  of  the  building  which  is  urgently  required. 

Addison  Potteb,  Vioe^hairman. 
Town  Hall,  Newcastle,  Slst  August,  1883. 
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Mr.  Ald«  PoTTBB  said  fire  months  had  passed  since  the  Council 
authorised  the  Committee  to  obtain  plans  for  the  new  station,  and 
he  was  told  that  three  months  longer  would  be  required  to  enable 
the  architect  to  prepare  working  drawings  and  specifications ;  and 
then  they  have  to  obtain  the  confirmation  of  the  Home  Offica  It 
was  Tery  desirable  that  the  work  should  be  begun  as  early  next  year 
as  possible,  and  the  Watch  Committee,  therefore,  were  anxious  to 
hare  the  report  confirmed  to-day.  He  moved  the  suspension  of  the 
Standing  Orders,  to  enable  him  to  move  the  confirmation  of  the 
report. 

Mr.  Aid.  TouHG  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  Grbosok:  Have  yon  got  a  builder  to  contract  for  the 
work  according  to  the  estimate? 

Mr.  Aid.  PoTTsB :  We  cannot  have  contracts  until  we  get  the 
specifications  and  working  drawings. 

Mr.  Aid.  Grboson  :  It  may  not  be  possible  to  do  the  work  for 
the  estimate. 

Mr.  Aid.  PoTTEB :  Then  there  is  an*  end  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  Barkas  said  all  the  members  of  the  Council  had  not  had  the 
opportunity  of  examining  the  plans,  and  it  was  important  that  they 
should  do  so  before  coming  to  a  decision  upon  the  subject  This 
matter  was  being  pushed  through  too  hastily.  The  Council  did  not 
know  the  relative  merits  of  the  plans. 

Mr.  Your.L  said  he  sympathised  with  the  Watch  Committee  in 
their  desire  to  have  this  matter  proceeded  with ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  he  agreed  with  Mr.  Barkas  that  the  matter  should  not  be 
pushed  through  to-day.  The  Council  were  entitled  to  notice  of  the 
intention  to  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  No  such  notice 
had  appeared  upon  the  agenda,  and  members  who  had  not  yet 
looked  at  the  plans  had  not  expected  the  report  would  be  considered 
to-day. 

Mr.  Aid.  PoTTBB  said  he  did  not  wish  to  press  forward  the  report 
to-day,  if  that  course  was  against  the  wishes  of  the  Council. 
He  thought,  the  Council  would  do  what  the  Watch  Com- 
mittee had  done— trust  to  the  architect  appointed  to  make  the 
selection. 

The  motion  for  suspending  the  standing  orders  was  agreed  to, 
28  voting  for  and  14  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  PoTTBB  moved  the  confirmation  of  the  report 

Mr.  Aid.  YouNo  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Newton  moved  as  an  amendment  that  the  report  be  printed 
and  circulated  among  the  members,  so  that  they  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  examining  the  three  plans  selected.  He  had  not  had 
an  opportunity  of  examining  the  plans  in  detail,  and  he  was  not 

0  2 
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sore  that  the  Watch  Committee  were  going  to  be  as  economical  in 
regard  to  this  work  as  they  might  be.  The  very  cursory  glance 
he  had  had  of  the  22  sets  of  plans  impressed  him  with  the  idea 
that  the  boilding  wonld  be  mnoh  too  palatial  for  a  branch  police 
station, 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  the  Coandl  had  passed  a  resolntioii 
sospending  the  standing  orders  with  a  view  to  passing  or  rejecting  the 
report,  and  Mr.  Newton's  amendment  deferring  the  consideration  of 
the  report  could  not  now  be  taken.  The  Council  had  already 
decided  to  expend  £8,000  upon  the  station ;  and  if  the  coet  of 
carrying  out  the  plan  would  exceed  that  sum,  the  Committee  must 
come  to  the  Council  for  further  instruction& 

Mr.  Oliyeb  :  The  designs  selected  are  not  palatiaL  Those  thai 
are  of  a  palatial  character  were  rejected  by  Mr.  Worthington, 
the  I 


The  motion  for  the  confirmation  of  the  report  was  agreed  to. 

THE  PROPOSED  HIGH  LBVSL  BRIDGE  ACROSS  THE  TTEK. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond:  I  have  to  present  the  report  of  the 
Parliamentary  and  Bye*Laws  Committee,  acting  in  co-operation 
with  a  committee  appointed  by  Gateshead  Corporation,  respecting 
the  proposed  new  bridge  across  the  Tyne. 

Mr.  Barkas  :  Has  the  report  been  submitted  to  the  committee  7 

Mr.  Aid.  ELkMOND :  Na     It  is  a  resum^  of  their  resolutionsL 

Mr.  Barkas  :  The  committe  should  first  see  the  reaumi. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  the  joint  committees  agreed  to  report  to 
their  respectiye  Councils  what  had  been  done,  but  not  asking  them 
to  take  any  proceedings  upon  the  matter. 

Mr.  Barkas  :  The  joint  committees  agreed  to  the  production  of 
a  report,  but  they  have  not  seen  that  report 

Mr.  Bowdbn  :  It  was  quite  understood  that  the  Chairman  should 
present  a  report 

Mr.  Aid  Hamond  :  The  report  is  a  statement  of  facts  only.  He 
read  the  following  report : — 

The  Parliamentary  and  Bye-LawB  Committee  have  to  report  to  the  Counoil 
that  on  the  7th  inatant  they  had  a  meeting  with  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee of  the  Gateshead  Corporation  on  the  subject  of  the  expedient  d. 
conatmctiziff  a  bridge  across  the  Tyne,  jointly  hj  the  Corporations  of  Mw- 
oastle  and  Gateshead,  when  the  foUowing  resolntion  was  passed,  namely  : — 

*'  That  it  is  desirable  that  a  new  High  Level  Bridge  be  erected  acroas  the 
Tyne  between  Newcastle  and  Gateshead." 

And  it  was  determined  that  the  traffic  over  the  High  Level  Bridge  should 
be  taken  for  a  fortnight,  and  that  the  engineers  of  -the  two  Corporatiooa 
should  be  requested  to  consider  the  nature  and  position  of  the  proposed  new 
bndge,  and  its  probable  cost. 
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The  traffic  was  aooordinely  taken,  and  it  appears  that  at  the  rate  of  toll 
now  charged  on  the  High  Level  Bridge,  it  would  produce  about  £14,000  per 


The  committees  of  the  two  CouncilB  met  again  to-day,  when  the  traffic 
returns  and  the  report  of  the  engineers  were  considered. 

From  the  en^neers'  report  it  appears  that  the  cost  of  the  construction  of  a 
steel  bridffe  with  one  span  is  estimated  at  ^^00,000,  to  which  naturally 
must  be  added  the  coat  of  the  ground. 

The  following  resolutions  were  passed  at  that  meeting,  viz.  :— 

"  l^t  if  a  bridge  across  the  Tvne  be  constructed  jointly  by  the  Corpora- 
tions of  Newcastle  and  Gateshead,  toQs'be  levied  upon  it  for  a  limited  period, 
and  that  the  cost  of  the  bridge  be  borne  as  to  two-thirds  thereof  by  New- 
castle, and  as  to  one- third  thereof  by  Gateshead." 

**  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  the  bridge  and  the  position  of  it 
ahown  upon  the  plans  now  submitted,  are  suitable  for  the  proposed  new 
bridge." 

Chas.  Fskd.  Hamoio),  Chaixman. 

Dated  the  29th  day  of  August,  1883. 

Mr.  Babkas,  referring  to  the  first  resolution  in  the  report,  said  it 
was  not  nnanimooBly  carried. 

The  TowH  Olkbk  :  There  was  one  dissentient. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamoitd  :  Hr.  Barkas  himself.  It  is  a  statement  of 
what  took  place  at  the  committee  meetings,  and  I  merely  present 
the  report 

Mr.  Hbmzbll  asked  if  it  was  to  he  nnderstood  that  the  report  had 
not  been  submitted  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  the  report  emanated  from  the  Joint  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  two  Corporations,  and  a  similar  report  would  be 
presented  at  the  meeting  of  the  Gateshead  Council  The  report 
contained  only  a  resume  of  facts. 

Mr.  AJd.  Gbboson  :  And  it  will  end  in  nothing. 

THB  BIGO  MABKBT  BTB-LAWS. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  presented  and  moved  the  confirmation  of  the 
following  report : — 

The  Parliamentary  and  Bve-Laws  Committee  submit  the  following  bye- 
laws  for  regulating  the  market  held  in  the  Bigg  Market,  and  recommend 
their  adoption  by  the  Council  in  order  that  the  necessary  application 
may  be  made  for  their  approval  by  the  Local  Government  Board, 
namely: — 

1.  No  person  shall  sell,  or  expose  for  sale,  or  nlaoe  er  cause  to  be  placed, 
for  the  purpose  of  sale,  or  of  exposure  for  sale,  any  goods,  provisions,  or 
articles  in  any  part  or  oarts  of  the  market  other  than  such  as  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Market-keeper. 

2.  No  person  shall  allow  to  remain  in  the  market,  after  the  hour  of  five  In 
the  afternoon  of  any  Tuesday  or  Thursday,  or  after  the  hour  of  eight  in  the 
afternoon  of  any  Saturday,  any  goods,  provisions,  or  articles,  or  any 
stall,  stand,  benoh,  show-board,  stool,  or  other  artide  used  in  connection 
therewith. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


396  PROCESDINQS  OF  TH£  [BBPTBMBBi, 

3.  No  penon  shall  uw  or  ocoapy  any  ataading  of  moro  than  forty  super- 
fidal  feet  of  gronnd,  and  only  in  saoh  position,  Esing  not  less  than  three  feet 
from  the  kerb  stone  of  any  foot- way,  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  llarketp 
keeper. 

4.  Every  person  resortang  to  the  maricet  in  charge  of  any  csrrier^s  w^gpw 
or  cart»  or  farmer's  oart»  shall  place  sach  waggon  or  cart  in  sncfa  posUtan, 
being  not  lees  than  three  feet  from  the  kerb  stone  of  any  foot- way,  as  shsll 
be  appointed  by  the  Market-keeper. 

6.  No  person  osing  or  oocnpying  any  standing  in  the  market  shsll  enm 
or  allow  anv  stall,  stand,  bench,  show-board,  or  stool,  or  any  part  theieoc, 
or  any  goods,  provisions,  or  articles  deposited  or  exposed  for  sale,  or  sny 
other  article  or  thing  whatsoever,  to  be  placed  or  to  project  beyond  the  limits 
assigned  to  such  standing. 

6.  Every  person  using  or  occupying  any  standing  in  the  market,  s^Jl. 
from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  occssion  may  require,  cause  all  refnse 
which  may  be  produced  or  may  accumulate  in  the  ooorse  of  the  trsde  or 
business  carriea  on  by  sach  person,  or  otherwise,  to  be  promptly  removed 
therefrom. 

7.  No  person  resorting  to  the  market  for  the  sale  of  any  goods,  provisiooSi 
or  articles,  shall,  by  calling  out  or  otherwise,  cause  any  annoyance  in  tiis 
market,  or  shall,  by  holding  any  auction,  or  mock  anction,  or  otherwise 
cause  persons  to  assemble  so  as  to  obstruct  the  free  passage  of  persao^ 
vehicles,  goods,  and  articles  in  any  part  of  the  market. 

8.  Every  person  who  shall  offend  against  any  of  the  forcing  ^^^^ 
shall  be  liable  for  every  such  offence  to  a  penalty  of  forty  shiuiDgB-^  Provided, 
nevertheless,  that  the  justices  or  court  before  whom  any  complaint  may  bs 
made  or  any  pruceedinffs  may  be  taken  in  respect  of  any  such  offence,  may, 
if  they  think  fit,  adjudge  the  payment,  as  a  penalty,  of  any  sum  less  tfaao 
the  full  amount  of  the  penalty  imposed  by  these  ByorLaws. 

Chas.  F&ed.  HamohDi  Ghaiimsa. 

Dated,  8th  day  of  August,  1883. 
— He  Mid  the  bye-laws  were  transmitted  to  them  some  months  ago 
from  the  Watoh  Committee,  ftnd,  for  seyeral  reasons,  they  had  been 
held  in  abeyance ;  and  they  had  now  been  printed  and  circolsted 
among  the  members  of  the  Cooncil.  The  bye-laws  were  Teiy 
moderate,  bat  they  were  necessary. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Elus  :  How  long  will  it  be  before  the  bye-laws 
come  into  operation  ? 

Mr.  Aid.  Hahond  said  the  bye-laws  woald  have  to  be  posted 
upon  the  Town  Hall  door  for  30  days,  and  after  that  they  woald 
have  to  be  sent  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  confirmation* 
It  was  absolutely  essential  to  hare  the  bye-laws  in  order  that  the 
traffic  might  be  regulated. 

Mr.  Aid.  Qeboson  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Barkab,  referring  to  the  clause  fixing  the  hours  for  closing 
the  market,  said  eight  o'clock  seemed  a  rery  early  hour  to  close  the 
market  on  Saturday  nights,  and  especially  in  summer  time. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamohd  said  the  hours  of  closing  had  been  carefully 
considered  by  the  committee.  The  other  market  which  was  open  (o 
a  later  hour  on  Saturday  nights  paid  a  considerable  sum  to  the 
Corporation,  and  contributed  to  the  rates.  The  Bigg  Market  wa0 
an  ancient  market,  and  no  toll  was  charged.     There  must  be 
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regolations  made  in  order  ihat  peuple  may  liot  be  incommodated 
in  their  ingress  and  egress  from  places  of  business,  and  sach 
legnlfttions  were  most  needed  on  Saturday  nights. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Ellis  said  if  the  Bigg  Maiket  was  allowed  to 
remain  open  ontil  late  on  Saturday  nights  the  cleaning  of  the  market 
would  have  to  be  done  on  the  6unday,  or  left  undone  until  the 

Monday. 

* 

The  motion  was  agreed  ta 

TBB  PARLIAMENTABT  OOMMITTBB'S  QUABTBRLT  REPORT. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamono  presented  the  following  report : — 

*  The  Parliament  and  Bye-Laws  Committee  have  to  report  to  the  Coimdl 
that  dnniig  the  paec  three  months  the  following  sabjeotB  have  been  con- 
■idered  and  deliberated  apon  by  them,  the  whole  of  which  have  been  laid 
before  the  Council  on  previous  occaaions  : — 

1.  North  Eastern  Railway  Company's  Extenaion  Bill— Improvements  at 
Westgate  Road. 

2.  The  Salt  Water  Supply  Bill. 

3.  The  Police  Bill. 

4.  The  Bankruptcy  Bill. 

5.  Bye-Laws  for  Bigg  Market  and  Clayton  Street  Fish  Market. 

6.  The  New  l^^h  Level  Bridge  Scheme  is  at  present  before  the  Council 
and  will  be  specially  reported  upon  to-day,  and  need  not  therefore  be 
inolnded  in  this  report. 

Chas.  Fred.  Hamokd,  Chairman. 
Town  Hall,  August,  1883. 

THB  VRBBMBH  AND  THB  CORPORATION. — THB  NUNS'  MOOR  RBORBATIOH 

OROUHD. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  said  he  told  the  Oonndl  at  the  previous 
meeting  that  he  expected  soon  to  be  in  a  position  to  oommanicate 
to  them  farther  intelligence  from  the  freemen  with  respect  to  the 
proposed  recreation  gronnd  on  the  Nnns'  Moor,  and  the  purchase  of 
the  freemen's  interest  in  the  piece  of  gronnd  near  the  Boll  Park.  A 
letter,  dated  September  5,  had  been  received  by  the  Town  Clerk  from 
Mr.  J.  Qeorge  Brown,  on  behalt  of  the  Stewards'  Committee  of  the 
freemen.  The  letter  was  as  follows :— '*  Sale  of  oatlying  piece  of 
Moor  at  the  end  of  Morpeth  Street,  Spital  Tongues. — In  reply  to 
your  letter  of  the  8th  ult  I  am  instructed  on  behalf  of  the  Stewards* 
Committee  to  inform  you  that  they  will  assent  to  the  above  sale  on 
the  terms  you  mention,  viz.,  295  yards  for  the  sum  of  £85,  subject 
to  an  arrangement  being  made  for  paying  over  the  purchase  money 
immediately  after  completion  of  the  purchase,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  52nd  section  of  the  Town  Improve- 
ment Act,  1882."  Mr.  Clayton  wished  to  finish  Morpeth  Street, 
and  this  piece  of  land  was  required;  half  of  the  land  would 
be  built  upon,  and  half  would  be  th:own  into  the  street  An 
offer  of  JC85  for  the  land  was  made,  and  the  Committee  agreed  to  it. 
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Mr.  Brown  ooDtiDned  his  letter  as  follows  : — "  Proposed  Recreation 
Oroand  on  Nans'  Moor  for  west  end  inhabitants. — The  Committee 
also  assent  to  the  formation  of  a  recreation  ground  of  25  acres,  as 
mentioned  in  yonr  letter  of  the  8th  alt,  subject  to  the  annual  rent 
of  £4  per  acre  in  respect  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  freemen 
and  widows,  and  subject  to  the  site  being  surveyed  and  fixed  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Committee."  This  was  the  subject  which  was 
referred  to  the  Town  Moor  ManagemenUCommittee,  who  offered  the 
freemen  £3  per  acre.  It  was  thoaght  that  the  offer  of  £4  per  acre 
was  reasonable  and  fair,  taking  all  things  into  consideration.  Ihe 
freemen  were  receinng  £6  and  eren  £7  an  acre  for  some  of  the 
intakes ;  and  the  Corporation  paid  more  than  £4  per  acre  for  the 
Brandling  Park.  Mr.  Brown  concluded  his  letter  as  follows  : — 
*' Proposed  purchase  of  cottages  and  premises  occupied  by  the 
Water  Company,  near  the  Bull  Park,  North  Road  : — Tour  letter  of 
the  4th  inst.  on  this  subject  was  laid  before  the  committee  at  Uieir 
meeting  last  evening.  After  some  discussion  it  was  adjourned  for 
further  consideration.  I  think  that  so  long  as  the  Corporation  will 
continue  to  act  in  a  friendly  spirit  towards  the  freemen  and  their 
rights,  the  latter  and  their  representatives  will  fully  reciprocate  ss 
far  as  can  reasonably  be  expected."  With  the  permission  of  the 
Council,  he  would  move  that  the  offer  of  the  freemen  to  take 
£85  for  the  outlying  portion  of  the  moor  at  Spital  Tongnes  he 
agreed  to ;  and  that  the  Town  Moor  Management  Committee  be 
authorised  to  agree  to  the  sum  of  £4  per  acre  for  land  on  the 
Nuns'  Moor. 

Mr.  Henzbll:  Is  this  the  carrying  out  of  the  power  given 
to  as  in  the  last  Town  Improvement  Act,  to  make  an  ezchaDgs 
for  the  ground  that  was  given  on  the  Town  Moor  by  ibs 
Freemen  f 

Mr.  YouLL :  I  do  not  know  where  we  are  getting  to.  There  is 
not  any  notice  on  the  agenda  that  this  was  to  be  presented  to  the 
Council  to-day. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hahond  said  if  objection  was  raised  the  consideratioii 
of  the  subject  mast  stand  over ;  but  tbere  were  risks  attending  the 
postponing  of  it.  The  question  of  the  recreation  ground  might  stand 
over,  but  he  would  nrge  the  immediate  settlement  of  the  sale  of  land 
at  the  Spital  Tongues  to  Mr.  Clayton  for  £85,  as  it  had  been  in 
abeyance  for  twelve  months. 

The  Mayor  :  There  is  no  notice  in  the  paper. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  I  received  the  letter  only  this  morning. 

The  Mayor  :  Let  it  stand  over, 

Mr.  Aid.  Grbqson  :  The  Freemen  are  to  get  £85.     What  do  the 
Corporation  get  for  the  ground  ? 

The  consideration  of  the  letter  was  postponed. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


188S.I 


NEWCASTLE  COUNCIL.  399 


OLATTOK  8TRBBT  FISH  IIABKBT. 


Mr.  Aid.  Hedlbt  moved  the  confirmation  of  the  report  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  recommending  the  passing  of  bye-laws  for  the 
regulation  of  the  fish  market  in  Clayton  Street  (p.  354). 

Mr.  Oaay  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  ta 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlit  moved  the  sealing  of  the  bye*laws. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stsphensoh  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

EXTENSION  or  TRAMWATS. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  moved  the  confirmation  of  the  report  of  the 
Town  Improvement  Committee,  recommending  the  construction  of 
tramways  from  the  Central  Station  to  a  point  near  the  northern 
end  of  St  Lawrence  Road,  and  down  Pilgrim  Street  from  Northum- 
berland Street  (p.  354).  He  said  that  tramways  would  be  laid 
from  the  Central  Station  along  OoUingwood  and  Mosley  Streets,  and 
the  New  Road  to  the  end  of  the  new  bridge  across  the  Ouseburn. 
The  Committee  had  under  consideration  the  queetion  of  the  exten- 
sion of  the  tramways  to  Walker,  and  were  considering  which  would 
be  the  best  route,  and  before  very  long  would  report  to  the  Council. 
If  this  report  was  confirmed,  the  committee,  before  constructing  the 
lines,  would  make  some  arrangement  for  working  them.  The  com- 
mittee would  have  a  conference  with  the  lessees  of  the  present 
tramways,  and,  if  satisfactory  terms  could  not  be  made  with  them, 
the  committee  would  try  to  make  arrangements  with  some  other 
company  or  persons ;  and  would  present  a  report  to  the  Council, 
and  when  confirmed,  they  would  proceed  with  the  construction  of 
the  tramway. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Smith  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Babxas  said  there  were  two  or  three  difficulties  connected 
with  this  question.  He  doubted  whether  the  road  which  had  just 
been  formed  through  Pandon  would  be  sufficiently  subsided  for  the 
laving  of  a  tramway  upon  it  for  a  year  or  two  to  come,  and  another 
question  was  whether  it  was  desirable  to  make  an  S  shaped  curve 
from  Mosley  Street  into  Pilgrim  Street,  and  then  into  the  New 
Road.  They  had  decided  that  the  tramways  should  be  laid  to 
Walker,  and  he  questioned  whether  the  Council  were  not  adopting 
the  route  proposed  too  hastily. 

Mr.  Aid.  Oail:  There  is  only  one  road  the  lines  can  go* 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Ellis  said  the  City  Engineer  told  the  committee 
there  wss  no  engineering  difficulty  which  could  not  be  overcome. 
The  only  difficulty  was  in  respect  to  going  up  and  down  Mosley 
Street,  and  that  has  been  overcome. 
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Mr.  Aid.  Hakond  :  How  have  yoa  OTeroome  the  difficulty  as  to 
Mosley  Street? 

Mr.  Aid.  Qrbobon:  It  has  not  been  OTereome,  and  neyer 
will  be. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hsdlst:  A  policeman  is  to  stand  at  the  head  of  Dean 
Street.  I  haye  great  doobt  as  to  the  propriety  of  having  a  tramway 
down  Pilgrim  Street;  it  is  a  narrow  street. 

Mr.  HoLMBS :  It  is  a  wide  street 

The  Mayor  :  Will  70a  explain  to  the  Council,  Mr.  Laws,  bow 
yon  will  get  over  the  difficulty  in  connection  with  tramways  going 
down  Mosley  Street  7 

The  CiTT  ENaiNBBB:  The  point  on  which  I  reported  to  Ui« 
committee  was  tbe  regulation  of  the  traffic  between  Dean  and 
Grey  Streets.  Such  traffic  is  managed  in  London  perfectly 
well  by  one  policeman;  and  I  do  not  see  why  it  cannot  Im 
done  here. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PBOFO8SD  SHIP  OAHAL  BETWEEN  THE  TTNB  ABB  SOLWAT  FIBTH. 

Mr.  William  Dickinson  moved  <<  That  a  special  committee  be 
appointed  to  confer  with  the  River  Tyne  Commissioners  for  (he 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  feasibility  or  otherwise  of  constructing  a 
ship  canal  connecting  Newcastle  and  district  with  the  Solway  Fiiih, 
and  report  to  the  Council.**  He  said  that  canab  had  lately  become 
very  fashionable,  the  reason  being  that  they  were  payable  concemi. 
There  was  scarcely  a  canal  company  whose  shares  were  not  at  a 
premium,  and  in  some  instances  the  premium  was  very  high.  In 
Great  Britain  there  were  upwards  of  2,000  miles  of  canal  ;  and  in 
France  and  the  United  States  of  America  canals  were  constructed 
of  great  length  ;  and  these  waterways  were  of  very  great  use.  When 
the  construction  of  the  Suez  Canal  was  first  broached  in  England 
the  project  was  received  with  ridicule  and  laughter,  and  people  de 
clared  it  impossible  to  construct  such  a  canal,  and,  if  made,  it  woald 
soon  be  choked  up,  and  never  would  be  payable.  The  Sues  Canal, 
however,  was  made,  and  had  proved  a  great  success.  The  concession 
for  its  construction  was  granted  in  1856,  and  the  canal  was  opened  in 
1869;  and  the  receipts,  which  were  £200,000  in  1870,  had  increased 
to  £2,500,000  in  1882.  This  countiy  was  indebted  to  one  of  oar 
greatest  statesmen,  Benjamin  Disraeli,  for  having  foreseen  in  1875  the 
great  value  and  importance  to  Great  Britain  of  the  Sues  Canal, 
when  he  invested  £4,000,000  of  fingiish  money  in  purchasing  canal 
stock.  The  canal  did  not  seem  to  have  injured  the  traffic  on  the 
railway  between  Alexandria  and  Suez.  The  Bremerhaven  canal,  to 
widen  and  deepen  the  river  Weser,  would  be  a  great  work.  The 
Amsterdam  ship  canal,  15  miles  long,  was  an  eminent  success.  The 
projected  Manchester  and  Liverpool  canal  wOuld  not  only  be  made, 
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bnt  would  pay  well.  The  Panama  canal  was  being  oonsinicted,  and 
would  be  a  great  benefit  to  ehipping,  and,  anqnestionably,  give  a  great 
impetus  to  the  commercial  and  mannfactnring  interests  of  England. 
Some  gentlemen  might  ask  what  wonld  be  the  cost  of  constmcting  a 
ship  GiuAal  from  the  Tyne  to  the  Solway  Firth,  bat  he  would  decline  to 
answer  that  question.  He  was  not  an  engineer,  nor  had  he  had  a 
surrey  of  the  district  made.  This  was  not  a  new  project^  it  had  been 
suggested  over  and  over  again  by  gentlemen  whose  opinions  were 
entitled  to  weight  When  he  (Mr.  Dickinson)  was  a  young  lad,  Mr. 
Aid.  Cail  spoke  &vourably  of  such  a  canal,  and  Mr.  Andrew  Leslie, 
the  eminent  shipbuilder,  was  also  of  opinion  that  such  a  canal  could 
not  only  be  constructed,  but  that  it  would  pay  very  well  indeed,  but 
he  (Mr.  D)  was  dubious  about  its  paying  a  high  rate  of  interest. 
Mr.  Leslie  had  had  plans  for  this  canal  prepared,  and  had  carefully 
drawn  sections  showing  the  course  the  canal  would  take  between  the 
Tyne  and  the  Solway.  He  (Mr.  Dickinson)  was  not  now  advocating 
the  construction  of  tiie  canal  at  once,  or  rashly,  and  without  careful 
enquiry,  all  he  asked  was  that  the  Council  should  appoint  a 
committee  to  enquire  into  the  subject.  Mr.  Leslie  submitted 
his  plans  to,  he  bislieved,  the  late  Qovemment^  and  showed  that 
the  canal  would  be  not  only  of  local  advantage,  but  also  of 
national  importance,  for  by  means  of  such  a  canal  the  fleet  of 
this  country  could,  in  times  of  war,  be  rapidly  moved  from  the 
west  to  the  east  coast  or  from  east  to  west,  and  operate  at  any 
point,  thus  affording  additional  protection  to  our  shores,  instead  of 
having  to  sail  round  by  the  English  channel  or  the  north  of  Scotland. 
Mr.  Leslie  suggested  to  Lord  Salisbury  that,  this  being  a  national 
work,  the  Government  should  undertake  it ;  or  at  least  the  Govern- 
ment should  advance  money  at  a  low  rate  of  interest  Mr.  Leslie's 
plan  was  to  have  a  canal  200  feet  wide  at  the  water  level,  and  80 
feet  deep;  there  would  be  no  locks.  Beyond  Haltwhistle  there 
wonld  be  a  890  feet  catting  ;  but  it  was  thought  the  water  of  the 
South  Tyne,  being  at  a  higher  level,  would  drive  turbine  wheels,  and 
so  enable  the  cutting  to  be  done  at  a  cheap  rate.  The  stone  would 
be  valuable,  and  the  sale  of  it  would  reduce  the  cost  of  the  canal, 
and  possibly  veins  of  lead  and  other  ores  might  be  found.  A  much 
cheaper  plan  might  be  adopted  at  Haltwhistle — have  twa  tunnels, 
one  for  vessels  going  east,  and  the  other  for  vessels  going  west ; 
and  electricity  for  lighting  the  tunnels  might  be  prodnoed  by  water 
power  from  the  South  Tyne.  I  do  not,  however,  advocate  this 
alternative  plan,  as  in  my  opinion  tunnels  would  never  do.  *'  Jack 
tar  "  would  object  to  tunnels.  An  open  cutting  would  be  decidedly 
preferable.  After  passing  Haltwhistie  and  Greenhead  the  river 
Irihing  would  be  reached,  and  at  Newby  the  river  Eden  would  be 
joined  at  50  feet  above  half  tide  level.  The  canal  would  then  be 
continued  on  to  the  Solway  Firth,  and  seaward.  Some  gentiemen 
might  speak  of  the  di£Giculty  connected  with  the  shifting  nature  of 
the  sands  at  Solway  Firth ;  bnt  engineers  of  the  present  day  could 
overcome  that  difficulty.    The  formation  of  a  canal  wonld  increase 
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the  Ttlne  of  the  land  at  its  sides.  He  would  briefly  state  adTsntages 
which  would  accrae  from  this  canal : — 1st  It  woald  shorten  dis- 
tances; 2nd.  It  woold  render  navigation  safer ;  8rd.  It  would  resnlt 
in  the  saving  of  life,  property,  and  insurance ;  vessels  crossed  the 
Atlantic  in  perfect  safety,  and  were  often  wrecked  on  our  shores ; 
4tlL  The  canal  would  enhance  the  value  of  property  in  Newcastle, 
and  along  the  track  of  the  canal  between  Newcastle  and  the  Bolway 
Firth  ;  5th.  It  would  tend  largely  to  increase  the  American  trade 
with  the  Tyne ;  and  6th.  Vessels  from  the  Baltic  and  the  north  of 
Europe  could  use  the  canal  on  their  way  to  the  west  coast  and  the 
Atlantic,  and  would  be  of  great  national  importance.  He  hoped  to 
see  the  canal  begun  and  completed.  He  did  not  want  the  Gorpora- 
tion  or  the  Tyne  Oommissioners  to  undertake  the  construction  of  the 
canal ;  he  thought  it  should  be  made  by  a  public  company ;  and  all 
he  asked  for  was  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
subject  He  believed  the  canal  woold  yield  a  fair  interest  on  the 
cost  of  its  construction.  Jost  as  railways  developed  the  industries 
and  manufacturing  powers  of  this  country  40  years  ago,  so  he 
believed  we  were  now  on  the  eve  of  witnessing  a  great  develop- 
ment and  an  additional  stimulus  to  trade  and  commerce  by  the 
formation  of  canals,  not  only  in  England,  but  also  in  Europe,  and 
America. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gail  said  that,  to  enable  Mr.  DIckinson*s  resolution  to 
be  discussed,  he  would  second  it  If  the  construction  of  sach  a 
canal  was  possible  so  far  as  regarded  expense,  there  could  be  no 
doubt  it  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  country,  and  especially  to 
this  neighbourhood.  The  English  Channel  was  now  becoming  so 
great  a  thoroughfare  for  ships  that  mishaps  often  occurred.  The 
cost  of  constructing  a  canal  would  be  something  like  £30,000,000 : 
but  a  time  might  come  when  it  would  be  worth  while  to  make  a 
canal,  even  at  that  cost ;  but  he  did  not  anticipate  that  that  woald 
be  in  his  or  Mr.  Dickinson's  time.  The  enquiry  asked  for  by  Mr. 
Dickinson  would  do  no  harm,  and  it  might  be  the  means  of  bringing 
together  definite  information,  which  might  be  useful  at  a  future 
time. 

Mr.  Wilson:  Is  it  within  the  scope  of  the  Council  to  go  into 
such  a  question  ? 

Mr.  Aid.  YouNO :  Yes,  to  make  enquiry. 

Mr.  Wilson  did  not  think  this  a  question  for  the  Council  to 
consider.  A  private  company  might  consider  the  feasibility  of 
making  a  canal  and  the  prospects  of  its  success. 

Mr.  Stbphbns  did  not  think  there  would  be  any  harm  in  the 
Council  appointing  a  committee  to  consider  the  subject  This  was 
not  a  new  question,  for  he  remembered,  when  he  first  came  to  New- 
castle, that  an  old  gentleman  named  Billy  Martin,  who  called  him- 
self '*  the  philosophic  conqueror  of  all  nations,''  advocated  a  scheme 
of  this  sort ;  and  Mr.  Bopwith  and  the  late  Mr.  Hugh  Lee  Pattinson 
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talked  about  it;  bat  they  could  neyer  get  oyer  the  difficulty  of 
the  water  shed  at  Greenhead,  450  or  460  feet  aboye  the  leyel  of  the 
sea.  They  had  no  idea  of  the  cost,  and  he  did  not  think  Mr.  Aid. 
Gail  would  do  it  for  £30,000,000.  Mr.  Dickinson  was  wrong  in 
supposing  that  turbines  could  be  worked  from  the  South  Tyne  at 
Greenhead ;  the  South  Tyne  did  not  go  there.  There  was  only  the 
stream  called  the  Tippald,  and  that  had  not  sufficient  water  to 
supply  the  teetotallers,  let  alone  to  supply  turbines.  The  only  way 
to  get  oyer  the  difficulty  would  be  to  haye  locks ;  and  an  enemy 
could  block  up  the  whole  canal  at  one  lock,  llie  sands  at  the 
Solway  Firth  were  continually  moying,  and  they  could  neyer  calcu- 
late upon  haying  a  safe  channel  with  any  amount  of  dredging.  An 
enquiry  by  a  small  committee  might  let  some  light  in  upon  the 
subject,  and,  if  it  did  no  good,  to  the  present  generation,  the  next 
generation  would  know  what  had  been  done,  and  perhaps  might 
take  up  the  subject. 

Mr.  Babkas,  in  response  to  calls,  said  that  he  belieyed  there  was 
really  something  to  be  said  in  reference  to  this  proposed  canal 
The  Americans  were  projecting  the  formation  of  a  canal  from  the 
sea  to  Chicago,  a  distance  of  some  hundreds  of  miles ;  and  canals 
were  being  projected  and  opened  eyerywhere.  A  canal  was  being 
projected  from  the  Bay  of  Biscay  across  France  for  a  length  of  260 
miles.  He  did  not  say  that  all  these  canals  were  practicable ;  but 
a  number  of  canals,  which  a  few  years  ago  were  thought  to  be 
impracticable,  had  been  found  practicable,  notably  the  Suez  canal 
and  the  Panama  canal.  The  practical  difficulty  of  a  straight  line  of 
canal  from  sea  to  sea  was  manifest.  If  there  was  a  leyel  cutting 
from  the  Tyne  to  the  Solway  Firth  the  quay  at  Hexham  would  be 
130  feet  aboye  high  water  leyel ;  and  a  quay  at  such  a  height  would 
be  impracticable  for  shipbuilding  and  other  purposes.  The  only 
mode  of  constructing  a  canal  from  the  Tyne  to  the  Solway  Firth 
would  be  to  haye  locks  at  eyery  10  or  20  miles,  so  that  the  leyel  of 
the  water  might  be  made  yery  near  the  leyel  of  the  land ;  and  so 
increase  the  yalue  of  the  land.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  banks 
of  the  riyer  eastward  were  occupied  by  manufactories,  and  in  a 
comparatively  small  number  of  years  eyery  available  yard  of  land 
from  Scotswood  to  Tynemouth  will  be  occupied  by  shipbuilding 
yards  and  manufactories  of  eyery  kind.  It  was  important  to  retain 
industries  in  the  district  Vessels  built  on  the  Clyde  were  sent  to 
Liyerpool  and  other  places  on  the  west  coast,  and  cut  out  the  trade  of 
the  Tyne ;  and  if  this  canal  were  constructedi  ships  could  be  readily 
sent  from  the  Tyne  to  the  west.  If  yessels  could  pass  through 
a  canal  to  the  Solway  Firth,  the  distance  from  the  Tyne  and 
other  east  coast  ports  to  America  would  be  lessened,  and  the 
traffic  in  the  English  Channel,  which  was  now  so  crowded, 
would  be  lessened.  Mr.  Leslie  and  others  had  gone  to  the 
expense  of  making  surreys  and  preparing  plans  and  estimates 
for  such  a  canal;  and  the  Council,  Tjne  Commissioners,  and 
the  leading  inhabitants  of  the  district  should  inquire  into  the 
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subject,  and  asoertun  whether  the  oonstniction  of  a  canal  waa 
practicable 

The  motion  waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DioKonoH  said  he  would  nominate  the  committee  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Oooncil. 

THK  PUBLIC  LIBRABT. — OPINIHG  OF  THE  BBADIHO  BOOM  OH  8UHDAT8. 

Mr.  FuBNBSs  moyed  '<  that  the  reading  room  of  the  Pnblic  FVee 
Library,  in  New  Bridge  Street,  be  opened  on  Sondays  from  2  o'clock 
p.m.,  antil  9  p.m."  He  said  he  had  no  doabt  this  motion  wonld  meet 
with  opposition  from  some  members  of  the  Oonncil.  The  more 
opportnnities  they  conld  give  to  yonng  men  and  the  working  daasee 
to  improve  their  minds  the  better  it  would  be.  He  did  not  look  at 
the  question  from  a  religious  point  of  view  at  alL  A  great  number 
of  working  men  had  not  the  opportunities  of  reading  in  their  own 
houses,  or  lodgings  ;  and  he  could  not  see  any  objection  to  the 
reading  room  being  opened  for  them  on  Sunday  afternoons.  The 
Manchester  Free  Library  was  opened  from  2  to  9  on  Sundays ;  and 
libraries  and  reading  rooms  were  open  in  other  towns.  Pnblic 
houses  and  places  of  that  kind  were  open  on  Sundays  ;  and  it 
would  be  wdl  to  have  counter  attractions  in  the  way  of  reading 
rooms. 

Mr.  Calvert  seconded  the  motion.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
whole  tone  and  tendency  of  thought  was  in  the  direction  indicated  by  the 
motion.  The  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Council  were  membefs 
of  reading  and  news  rooms  to  which  they  go  on  Sundays  before,  or 
after,  or  during  church  hours,  and  read  ;  and  when  they  did  that, 
they  could  scarcely  object  to  the  same  facilities  being  afforded  at 
the  Public  Library. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Elus  suggested  that  the  question  be  referred  to 
the  Public  Library  Committee  to  consider. 

Mr.  BowDEN  hoped,  if  the  motion  were  carried,  that  the  question 
would  be  then  referred  to  the  committee  to  decide  as  to  the  conditions 
under  which  the  reading  room  should  be  opened. 

Mr.  FuBVBSS :  I  will  prefer  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Council  upon 
the  question. 

Mr.  BowDBN  said  Mr.  Fumess  had  said  he  did  not  \o€k  upon 
this  question  from  a  religious  point  of  view.  He  (Mr.  Bowden)  did 
look  at  it  in  a  religious  point  of  view,  and  would  have  much  plea- 
sure in  supporting  the  resolution.  They  were  very  anxious  to  dose 
public  houses  on  Sundays ;  and  it  seemed  to  him  that  one  of  the  very 
best  modes  of  keeping  people  from  public  houses  on  Sundays  would 
be  to  open  the  public  library  and  news  room.  The  resolution  asked 
for  the  opening  of  the  news  room  only,  but  he  would  open  the 
library  as  well,  in  the  same  way  as  the  parks  were  open.  It  might 
be  urged  that  to  carry  out  this  resolution  involved  the  employment 
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of  offidals  on  the  Sunday.  That  conld  not  be  avoided ;  bat  an 
arrangement  might  be  made  for  the  officials  to  be  employed  only 
on  alternate  Bnndays.  He  hoped,  in  the  interests  of  religion  and 
morality,  that  the  resolution  wonld  be  passed. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith  said  the  carrying  oat  of  this  motion  wonld 
involye  extra  expense. 

Mr.  FuBMBSs  :  It  will  require  only  a  boy  to  look  after  the  reading 
room. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith  :  I  will  vote  for  the  motion  on  condition  that  the 
Coancil  find  the  money  to  meet  the  extra  expense,  as  the  Oommittee 
has  not  money  to  spare. 

Mr.  Laird  had  great  satisfaction  in  supporting  the  motion.  He 
knew  the  feeling  of  the  working  classes  upon  this  question.  Many 
of  them  endeayoured  to  get  public  houses  closed  on  the  Sunday; 
and  he  thought  it  would  be  well  to  provide  some  counter  attraction 
which  would  draw  men  from  public  houses,  and  the  opening  of  the 
reading  room  on  Sundays  wonld  act  in  that  way.  The  working 
men  in  the  town  took  great  interest  in  this  question,  and  were 
anxiously  looking  for  the  decision  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Aid.  Anous  said  he  felt  very  reluctant  to  oppose  this  motion 
after  the  speeches  they  had  heard  ;  but  he  felt  constrained  to  do  so 
for  two  or  three  reasons.  One  reason  was  that  he  thought  it  wonld 
be  breaking  down  one  of  those  barriers  which  separated  the  Sab- 
bath from  the  other  days  of  the  week.  It  was  the  glory  of  this 
country  to  maintain  the  Sabbath  as  a  sacred  institution,  and  he  was 
afraid  they  wonld  be  getting  very  far  on  the  line  of  their  Continen- 
tal neighbours  in  breaking  down  this  barrier.  He  could  not  allow 
the  vote  to  be  taken  without  entering  his  protest  against  it. 
Another  matter  whidi  should  be  taken  into  consideration  was  that 
the  opening  of  the  reading  room  would  necessitate  the  employment 
of  officials.  If  the  Council  determined  to  carry  this  resolution,  it 
would  be  well  to  refer  it  to  the  Library  Committee  to  consider  what 
additional  expense  wonld  be  incurred. 

Mr.  ToULL  said  if  Mr.  Aid.  Angus  had  shown  the  same  anxiety 
as  to  the  cost  of  another  institution  he  could  have  understood  his 
objection  to  expense  on  this  occasion.  The  extra  cost  of  opening  the 
library  on  Sundays  would  not  be  one-tenth  of  the  extra  cost  of  the 
other  institution. 

Mr.  RiCHABDSON :  What  institution  ? 

Mr.  YouLL :  Grammar  School  If  the  barrier  Mr.  Aid.  Angus 
r^erred  to  had  been  broken  down  fifty  or  one  hundred  years  ago, 
there  would  not  have  been  drunken  hiftbits  such  as  there  now  were ; 
the  great  temperance  question  would  have  been  much  further 
advanced  had  they  taken  practical  steps  to  provide  places  for  people 
to  go  to,  instead  of  only  holding  forth  on  public  platforms.  The 
greatest  work  done  in  the  temperance  cause  had  been  the  opening  of 
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coffee  shops  and  other  places  by  Lockhart,  and  other  peopla  If 
the  Pablic  Library  was  opened  on  the  Sanday,  and  masic  provided 
in  the  parks,  there  would  be  better  chances  of  teaching  people  the 
morality  which  the  temperance  advocates  and  religions  people  weie 
so  anzioos  to  have  taught. 

Mr.  JosiPH  R  Elus  said  he  was  entirely  in  harmony  with  what 
Mr.  Toull  had  said  with  respect  to  the  Sabbath  day.  He  never 
could  understand  how  gentlemen  could  consistently  advocate,  whilst 
public  houses  were  open,  that  reading  rooms,  museums,  and  parks 
should  be  closed  on  the  Sunday.  Rei^g  rooms  should  be  opened 
as  a  counter  attraction  to  public  houses.  The  subject  would  have  to 
be  considered  by  the  committee,  and  he  proposed,  an  an  amendment, 
that  it  be  at  once  referred  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Hbhzbll  seconded  the  amendment 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamostd  said  the  more  dignified  course  was  for  the 
Council  to  direct  the  committee  as  to  the  course  they  were  to  take, 
as  one-third  of  the  members  of  the  committee  were  not  members  oif 
the  GounciL  He  approved  of  opening  the  reading  room  on  dundayi 
The  providing  of  moral  instruction  for  the  people  was  a  step  in  tb 
right  direction.  As  to  the  cost,  that  was  a  question  beneaUi  their 
notice.  Only  one  lad  or  man  would  be  required  to  attend  at  the 
reading  room  on  the  Sunday  to  take  charge  of  the  place. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlet  :  Now  that  we  are  educating  the  whole  of  the 
poor  people  of  the  town,  I  think  it  is  our  duty  to  provide  some  place 
where  they  can  go  and  read  on  the  Sunday. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gbbgson  :  It  is  a  step  backwards. 

The  amendment  was  not  pressed,  and  the  Oonncil  divided  upoi 
Mr.  Fumess's  motion,  as  follows : — 

For  thb  Motion  : — The  Mayor ;  Aldermen  Hedley,  CoweOf  Hamond, 
YoQDg,  Potter,  Milvain,  Cail,  and  Ridley;  Goanoillora  Ingledew,  Yonll,  G- 
S.  Smith,  Owen,  Qdn,  Oliver,  W.  Smith,  Sanderaon,  Calvert,  Winter,  Jo& 
B.  Ellis,  Holmes,  Newton,  Bowden,  Sutton,  Scholefield,  Fomeas,  Btfkaa, 
Laird,  and  Birkett--29. 

Against  thb  Motion  :— Aldermen  Gregeon  and  Angas ;  GoonciUocB 
Wilson,  Dickinson,  Jackson,  Stephens,  J.  Barker  ElHs,  Henzell,  Richardson, 
and  Hepburn — 10. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

SSWBBINO,  PAVINO,  AVD  FLAQOINa. 

Mr.  0.  S.  Smith  moved  the  application  of  the  provisions  of  ths 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Improvement  Act,  1865,  relating  to  the  for- 
mation of  new  streets,  to  the  streets  undermentioned  :  —  That 
such  streets  be  sewered,  paved,  and  flagged  with  the  materials, 
according  to  the  manner  and  levels  specifi^  by  the  Town  Survejor 
in  his  estimate  of  the  costs  attending  the  several  works.  That 
such  estimate  be  adopted  and  confirmed  by  the  Council,  and  that 
the  requisite  notices  be  forthwith  given  to  the  respective  ownen, 
as  required  by  the  Act: — 
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Pfopond 
Lcnrelor 
InoUiu^ 

tiOB< 


and 

DimeiiBionB 

of  Sewt_ 

aadDraiiis. 


GoolcBOii  Street,  Weit  Bnd. 


!  BMk  Bell  and  West  Street 


Back  Jennond  Temee 

Bade  Beaumcmt  Street,  from 
Bend&l  Street  to  Back 
Street         


Ba^    Bendal    Street    and 
Bamahaw  Street  .. 

I  myV  Bamahaw  Street  and 
Hewcombe  Street.. 

Jaaet  Street,  Bast  End 

Bade  Janet  Street  and  Kirk 
Street         


Back  Baby  Street,  from 
Janet  Street  to  Kirk  Street 

DiMtsgton  Street,  from 
Albion  Bow  to  Shields 
Boad 

)  o  ver  RlTerslde  Biandi 
ofilorth-Eaatem  BaUvray 
from  Dalton  Street  to  Dia- 
slBgton  Street 


linSO 

linM 

linl6 

linSO 

1  in  18 
1  in  18 
1  in  50 
1  in  24 
lin  88 


13-in.  sani- 
tary pipes. 


Haterlals 

for  and 

Width  of 

Footpaths. 


Whlnstone 
or  Granite 
Kerb,  Caith- 
ness Flags. 

7ft.  wide. 


for  and 
Width  of 
Pavement 
orOanciage 
way 


Oosk 


6-in  branch    8  ft.  6  in. 
pipes.  wide. 


IS-in.  sani- 
tary pipes. 


3  ft.  6  in. 
wide. 


6-in  branch    8  ft.  6  in. 
pipes.  wide. 


6-in  branch 
pipes. 

6-in  branch 
pipes. 

13-ln.  sani 
tary  pipes. 

IS-in.  sani- 
tary pipes. 

12-in.  sani 
tary  pipes. 


8  ft  6  in. 
wide. 

8  ft  6  in. 
wide. 

8  ft  6  in. 
wide. 

8  ft  6  in. 
wide. 

3  ft  6  in. 
wide. 


1  in  85    tary  pipes. 


1  in  84 


6-in  branch 
pipes. 


7  ft  wide. 


7  ft  wide. 


Whin  or 

Granite 

Chip 

Paving. 

86  ft  wide. 


G^nmitechlp 

paving. 
18  ft  wide. 

11  ft.  6  in. 
wide. 


13  ft  wide. 

18  ft.  wide. 
18  ft  wide. 
18  ft  wide. 
18  ft  wide. 
18  ft  wide. 

26  ft  wide. 
16  ft  wide. 


«  8.  d. 
128  6  2 

286  8  11 

67  18  8 

44  9  6 

831  16  9 

188  18  9 

97  16  9 

466  0  1 

118  2  8 

929  8  6 
151  9  4 


£3684  11  1 


Mr.  BioBABDSON  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

The  meeting  oondnded. 
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COUNCIL     MEETING. 


WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  S,  1883. 


A  msmro  of  the  Oooncil  was  held  in  the  Ooaneil  Chamber,  Towi 
Hall,  to-day,  the  Mayor  (Mr.  Tho&  Geo.  Gibson)  in  the  ehair. 
There  were  also  present: — Aldermen  Bidley,  Wilson,  Soott, 
Hedley,  Gregson,  Cowen,  Stephenson,  and  Yoang;  Conndllon 
Winter,  J.  Barker  Ellis,  Soholefield,  Qnin,  Yonll,  Owen,  ObtMi 
Bowden,  Dobson,  Campbell,  W.  Smith,  Jackson,  Stont^  Nebco, 
Andersen,  Calvert,  Newton,  Dixon,  Cutter,  Oliver,  Hedlej, 
Barkas,  Hepbnm,  Wilson,  Holmes,  Ingledew,  0.  S.  Smith, 
Stephens,  Johnson,  Fumess,  Joseph  B.  Ellis,  Heiuell,  Scott,  Laird, 
Gray,  Cnlley,  Temple,  Sutton,  and  Birketi 

The  TowH  Clbbk  read  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  tin 
previous  meeting,  and  they  were  confirmed. 

THE  POBTUOUESB  OOHSUL. 

The  Mayor  said  that  he  had  to  report  that  Mr.  Jayme  Batalhs 
Reis  had  presented  his  exequatur  as  consul  for  Portugal  in  this  dtj. 

TBI  PBOPOSBD  SHIP  OANAL  FROM  THE  TTNB  TO  SOLWAT  FIBTIL 

Mr.  Inolbdbw,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Dickinson,  nominated  the  fol- 
lowing  gentlemen  to  serve  on  the  committee  which  the  Council  A 
the  previous  meeting  agreed  to  appoint  to  enquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  constructing  a  ship  canal  between  the  Tyne  and  the  Solway 
Firth  : — ^The  Mayor,  Aldermen  Cowen,  Cail,  Hamond,  and  Young; 
and  Councillors  Sanderson,  i  emple,  Barkas,  Dickinson,  Nelsooi  sod 
Ingledew. 

Agreed  to. 

ATTEETDAVOIS  OF  MIHBEBS  AT  ]IEBTniG& 

The  Mayor  said  he  was  informed  that  during  the  past  year  there 
had  been  562  meetings,  surveys,  4dc.,  against  551  in  the  prenooi 
year.  He  presented  the  return  of  attendances  of  members  at  the 
Coundl  and  committee  meetings  : — 

^  HEW  MEMBER. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Dobson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Josiph  B. 
Ellis,  it  was  resolved  that  the  representatives  of  All  Saints  West 
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Ward  ammge  the  oommitteefi  on  wUch  Mr.  Campbell,  elected  in 
place  of  Mr.  Ktoon,  ahall  serve  until  November. 

THB  HiaH  DEATH  BATE  OW  KBWOASTLB. 

Mr.  YouLL  said  he  understood  the'  Sanitary  Committee  had  that 
morning  had  under  consideration  the  high  death  rate  in  Newcastle. 
It  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  inhabitants  if  the  vice-chairman  of 
the  committee  could  give  any  information  on  the  subject 

Mr.  O.  S.  SMrrn  said  the  high  death  rate  of  Newcastle  had  been 
investigated  that  morning  by  the  Sanitary  Committee.  It  looked 
somewhat  alarming  to  see  such  a  high  death  rate  ;  but  he  was 
happy  to  say  there  was  not  any  absolute  reason  for  any  alarm  what- 
ever. Measles  had  been  particularly  bad,  there  having  been  IS 
deaths  from  that  cause  among  infants  and  children  up  to  five  years 
of  age.  The  other  causes  of  death  had  been  diversified.  Dnring 
the  last  fortnight  there  had  been  no  less  than  Id  deaths  in  the 
Infirmary,  whidi,  of  course,  went  to  swell  materially  the  death  rate. 
There  had  been  4  cases  of  death  from  heart  disease,  and  7  from 
general  debility.  Inquiry  was  made  as  to  whether  there  was  any 
spedfio  reason  for  those  cases  of  general  debility,  but  they  could  not 
be  accounted  for  from  any  particular  fault.  Scarlet  fever  and  other 
fevers  had  not  been  unusually  severe.  The  greatest  cause  of  the 
increased  death  rate  had  been,  he  thought,  measles  and  the  deaths 
at  the  Infirmary. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Elus  :  Diarrhoaa. 

Mr.  0.  8.  Smith  :  And  diarrhcsa  slightlyi  but  not  very  seriously. 

OOUHOILXiOBS  AHD  THE  BATES  AHD  TOLLS. 

Mr.  Hbpbubn  said  that,  as  there  seemed  to  be  a  wrong  impressbn 
m  the  city  on  the  question,  he  would  ask  the  Town  Clerk  if  the 
members  of  the  Council  were  exempt  from  the  city  rates  and  toUs. 

The  Town  Clbbk  :  They  are  not  exempt 

VAOAKOIES  IK  HOSPITAIA 

James  fielding,  72  years  old,  Weavers  Company,  was  elected  to 
fill  a  vacancy  in  the  Holy  Jesus  Hospital,  and  was  appointed  master 
of  the  Hospital.  John  Cooper,  78  years,  Barber  Surgeons  Company, 
was  dected  to  fill  another  vacancy  in  the  Holy  Jesus  HospitiJ. 
Ann  Qreenwell,  78  years.  Plumbers  Company,  and  Sarah  Bamsey, 
77  years,  Joiners  Company,  were  elected  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  Holy 
Jesus  Hospital  for  females. 

OAOL  BATE. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlet  moved  the  sealing  of  the  precept  for  the  gaol 
rate.  He  said  the  rate  last  year  was  one  farthing  in  the  poimd|  and 
the  new  rate  would  be  a  litde  below  that. 

s2 
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Mr.  Aid.  BnpHSvsoBr  seooiided  the  motion. 
Agreed  ta 

LUITATIC  18TLUM  RATI. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  moyed  the  sealing  of  the  precept  for  the  Lunatic 
Aaylom  rate.  He  said  the  rate  last  year  was  2d.  in  the  poond,  and 
this  year  it  would  be  lid. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  ta 

COST  OF  OBIKIVAL  FBOSBCUTIONS. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  mored  the  sealing  of  the  return  of  amounl 
paid  far  the  expenses  of  criminal  prosecutions  at  Assiies  aad 
Oentral  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  dty,  for  the  half-year  ended  Jane 
30, 1888 ;  amount,  £355  14s.  6d.  The  amount,  he  said,  would  be 
reoeiTed  from  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  ta 

MOOR  LODOB  B8TATE. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Owen,  seconded  by  Mr.  EbNZBLL^  it  was 
resolred  to  seal  the  conveyanoe  from  Mr.  William  Hunter  to  the 
Corporation  of  Moor  Lodge  house  and  grounds :  purchase  money 
£5,000. 

JBSMOND  DBNB. 

Mr.  Newton  mored  the  sealing  of  the  two  deeds  of  gift  by  Sir 
William  G^.  Armstrong,  O.B.,  to  the  Oorporatioo,  of  Jesnoiond 
Dene,  Banqueting  Hall,  and  other  property  for  a  public  park.  He 
said  the  deeds  were  in  strict  accordance  with  the  communications 
received  from  Sir  William  Armstrong,  and  the  conditions  of  the 
previous  gift. 

Mr.  Aid.  Orboson  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

BZGHANOB  OF  LAND  AT  TANKBEVILLB  TBBBA0& 

Mr.  Owen  moved  the  sealing  of  a  deed  of  exchange  between  the 
Oorporation,  as  trustees  of  the  Magdalene  Hospital  estate,  and  Mr. 
Buidon  Sanderson,  of  land  at  Tankerville  Terrace. 

Mr.  Hbnzbll  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

APPBBNTIOB  at  THB  PUBLIC  LIBEABT. 

Mr.  Newton  moved  the  sealing  of  an  indenture  of  apprenticeship 
of  David  William  Chahners,  as  assistant  librarian  at  the  Poblio 
Library. 
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Mr.  BowDBv  Beoomdod  the  rnotton. 
Agreed  to. 

LBA8B  or  LAND  AT  WALKBR. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  moved  the  sealing  of  ft  lease  to  Thomas 
Watson,  of  a  piece  of  ground  situate  at  Church  Street  and  corner  of 
Swan  Street,  Walker,  containing  an  area  of  877  square  yards ;  rent, 
£7  la  4d.;  term,  75  years  from  September  29, 1883. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbkson  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

THB  THOXPSOH  BBQUBST. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  presented  a  petition  from  Samuel  Ootterell  for 
a  loan  of  £50  for  five  years  under  the  Richard  Thompson  Bequest. 
He  moved  that  the  petition  be  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee 
to  enquire  into  the  sureties. 

Mr.  Babkas  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

GAS  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbnsob  presented  the  following  report  :— 

Laboratory  and  Attay  Office,  75,  Side,  Newoastle-ttpon-lVBe, 
29th  Sq^tember,  1883. 

Dbab  Sib,-*I  have  the  honour  of  sending  yon  the  results  of  my  exam- 
ination  of  the  qoalitv  of  the  gga  sapplied  to  this  city  by  the  Newcastle- 
npon-l^e  and  Gateshead  Gku  Company : — 


Oftte. 

mnminaUns  power 
in  sperm  oandlM. 

BolphnrlnlOO 
oabiofeetofgai. 

hydfosen. 

Sept.    6 

16-9 
15-9 
157 
16-8 

3*26  grains. 

4-87      „ 
676      ., 

NIL 

„     12     ... 

is::::::::: 

„     26 

Sugg's  No.  1  London  bnmer  and  the  Metropolitan  Gaa  Referees'  snlphar 
testing  apparatus  are  used  in  testing.  Aocording  to  Act  of  Parliament  the 
gas,  when  tested  with  this  appanSns,  should  not  be  of  less  illmnlnatmg 
power  tiian  15^  standaid  sperm  candles,  nor  contain  more  than  20  gndns 
of  sulphur  per  100  cubic  feet  The  gas  should  also  be  quite  free  from 
•ulphurettea  hydrogen. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly,  John  PAmMBOK. 

To  Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson,  Chairman  of  the  Gas  and  Water  Committee 
of  the  Newcastle-upon-iyne  City  Council. 

— He  said  he  was  pleased  to  say  that  the  gas  was  firstdass  both  as 
to  quality  and  the  supply.  At  one  of  Mr.  Pattinson's  eiaminations 
the  quantity  of  sulphur  in  the  gas  was  only  276  grains  per  100 
fi»st,  which  he  believed  was  the  lowest  upon  record. 
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M0DI8  OF  BGBXBS  FBOM  PUBLIC  BUILDXirOB. 

Mr.  Aid.  WiuoN  presented  and  moved  that  the  following  report  be 
printed  and  circalated  among  the  members  of  the  Connoil : — 

The  Town  Improvement  Committee  haye  to  report  to  the  Coaneil  that  for 
the  last  four  monthe,  a  sah-committee  of  their  body  have  been  »'f»^Vi"g  aa 
inspeotion  of  the  modes  of  egress  from  the  various  publio  buildings  in  tha 
dty,  oompriaing  churches  and  chapels,  theatres,  music  haUs,  drcns,  utd 
other  phu»8. 

The  total  number  of  buildings  visited  was  eighty-one. 

In  every  case  representations  of  what  appeared  to  be  defects  to  the  modes 
of  egress,  and  the  likely  alterations  requirecl  to  improve  the  same,  have  been 
made  to  the  several  persons  concerned,  and  your  Committee  have  ^e  satis- 
faction of  bein^  able  to  state  that  the  requisite  improvements  in  several  oases 
have  been  earned  out. 

The  whole  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee,  which  are  herewith, 
submitted,  have  been  sent  to  the  recognised  authority  of  each  of  the  build- 
ings mentioned,  and  it  is  recommended  that  the  same  be  printed,  and  a 
copy  sent  to  each  member  of  the  Council,  and  also  that  a  copy  be  placed  in 
the  archives  of  the  Corporation,  so  as  to  have  on  record  the  suggestions  made 
by  the  Committee. 

This  work  has  been  of  a  very  laborious  character,  and  has  necessarily  been 
obliffed  to  be  undertaken  in  the  evenings,  the  bulk  of  which  has  been'  done 
by  Mr.  Chas.  S.  Smith  and  Mr.  Thos.  Richardson,  and  your  Committee 
consider  that  the  Corporation  are  greatly  indebted  to  both  these  gentlemen 
for  their  services.  Thor.  Wilsok,  Chairman. 

Town  Hall,  Newcastle,  26th  September,  1883. 

— He  said  he  would  take  this  opportunity  of  saying  how  very  mneh 
the  committee,  and  the  whole  town,  were  indebted  to  Mr.  Charles 
Smith  and  Mr.  Thomas  Richardson  for  the  time  they  had  dcYoied 
to  this  sabjeot.  It  was  impossible  to  over-estimate  the  importanee 
of  the  report  for  which  they  were  entirely  indebted  to  those  two 
gentlemen,  who  had  had  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Amos  and  Mr.  Liddle. 

Mr.  Aid.  YooMG  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

WIDENINO  OF  GEOBGB's  BOAD. 

Mr  Aid.  Wilsok  presented  the  following  report  : — 

The  Town  Improvement  Committee  have  to  report  that  in  canrying  out 
the  resolution  passed  by  the  Council,  authorising  them  to  straighten  and 
improve  George's  Boad,  they  have  found  it  requisite  to  purchase  a  piece  of 
land  belonging  to  Mr.  Councillor  W.  A,  Fumess,  which  abuts  upon  that 
portion  of  George's  Boad  near  to  Westmorland  Boad. 

Mr.  Faroess  has  asked  a  moderate  price  for  the  land,  viz.,  17s.  dd.  p« 
square  yard,  which  includes  paving  and  flagging,  and  your  committee  have 
to  request  the  sanction  of  the  Council  to  pay  this  sum,  which  amounts  over 
the  whole  area  to  £300.  Thos.  Wilson,  Chairman. 

Town  Hall,  Newcastle,  26th  September,  1883. 

THE  WATBB  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  YouLL  presented  the  following  reports  : — 

Laboratozy  and  Assay  Office,  75,  Side,  Newcastle*Gn-T^«i 
September  21st,  1883. 
I  beg  to  report  that  I  have  analysed  a  sample  of  the  water  supplied  to 
this  city  by  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  water  Company,  uken  by 
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Be  from  »  tap  in  Dean  Stieeti  on  the  10th  instant,  and  that  I  find  it 
oontains  aa  f  oUowh^  per  gaUon :— 

ToteldlMlfedmiittni dried ftt use lUk   IMOOgn. 

Ohlotind 0*880   « 

FhcMphoHo  Mid Slight  tmoe 

Hitngox M nitmtot  O-OMem 

Anmonift   None 

Alhmniimid  amm^iinl^ ^ ^t-titit •••••     0*019     ,» 

Oxygen  Atoorbed  In  Uminntei  at  80orah 0*086    „ 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  four  hoon        do. 0*180    „ 

Hardneie  before  bol]lng(Olerkereeeale) 11*8  dege. 

Hardneai  after  boiling  one  honr  (do.)  8*8    .. 

Appearance  in  two  feet  tabe Plaint  yellow  and  deer 

ameU  when  heated  to  100°  Fab None 

Mioroeoq;»ioal  examination SatiatMtory. 

Thii  sample  and  three  others,  taken  on  the  same  day  from  taps  in 
Elswick  Ready  Scotswood  Road,  and  the  Qnayside,  were  all  clear  and  free 
from  soQiended  matter.  In  this  and  other  respects  the  water  is  of  good 
quality. 

(Signed)    John  Pattin80n. 

J.  G.  Tonll,  Esq.,  Vioe-Chainnan  of  the  Gas  and  Water  Committee 
of  the  Hewcastle-npon-Tyne  Oity  Council. 


QUAHTITT  OF  WATBB  QT  BTOBB. 

Whittle  Dene  xeserroin        621,061,667  galls. 

Hallington  reservoir 686,604,262     „ 

Colt  Crag  reserroir     186,416,661     „ 

Little  Swinbnm  resenroir      34,406,496     „ 

Total        1,427,487,886     „ 

September  29th,  1883.  Gio.  Smith,  Secretary. 

— He  said  the  Swinbam  reservoir  was  being  pat  into  thorough 
repair  by  tiie  Water  Oompany.  He  did  not  think  there  need  be 
any  fear  as  to  the  supply  of  water  to  the  city. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Elus  asked  if  it  was  not  a  fact  that  the  Company 
were  making  arrangements  to  supply  Pmdhoe  with  water.  At  the 
meeting  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  this  morning  there  had  been 
complaints  not  only  of  a  deficient  supply  of  water,  bat  also  of  the 
inferior  quality  of  the  water  at  Byker  district  It  was  stated  that 
places  farther  east  than  Byker  were  supplied  from  the  same  main ; 
and  there  would  always  be  this  difficulty  if,  in  spite  of  this,  the 
Water  Company  made  arrangements  to  supply  Prudhoe  and  other 
places.  If  the  Act  of  Parliament  gave  the  Company  power  in  the 
first  place  only  to  supply  Newcastle  and  Gateshead,  it  was  wrong 
for  the  Company  to  supply  other  places  if  there  was  not  a  sufficient 
supply  for  Newcastle  and  Qateshead. 

Mr.  FuRKBSB  said  that  daring  three-fourths  of  the  middle  of  the 
day  the  dstem  at  his  house  in  Westmorland  Road  was  not  supplied 
with  water ;  it  was  only  in  the  morning  and  evening  that  he  could 
get  water  to  supply  his  bath. 

Mr.  YouLL  asked  Mr.  Fumess  if  he  had  communicated  this  fact 
to  the  secretary  of  the  Water  Company. 

Mr.  Fonnss :  No,  I  have  not 
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Mr.  YouLL  said  if  gentlemen  would  send  their  complaintB  to  the 
Water  Company  the  probability  was  ihiey  woold  be  remedied  al 
onoe.  The  deficient  supply  at  Mr.  Fnmess'  honae  no  donbt  aiose 
from  a  local  cause.  As  to  the  qaestion  whether  the  Act  of 
Parliament  gave  the  Water  Company  power  to  sapply  any  other 
place  than  Newcastle  and  (Gateshead,  it  was  not  in  his  province  to 
ansirer  it.  If  Mr.  Ellis  wonld  give  notice  of  the  question,  he  (Mr. 
Youll)  would  get  information  from  the  chairman  or  vice-chairman 
of  the  Company  (who  were  not  present  to-day)  as  to  whether  the 
Company  were  going  to  supply  Prudhoe.  It  always  would  be 
difficult  to  supply  Byker ;  and  the  supply  of  water  to  Ptudhoe  woold 
not  interfere  with  the  supply  to  Newcastle  and  Gateshead.  Bykw 
was  a  difficult  subject ;  and,  until  the  Company  made  a  reservoir 
high  enough  to  give  a  strong  pressure  to  Byker,  there  would  always 
be  a  difficulty  to  contend  with.  One  great  difficulty  aroee  from  the 
small  pipes  laid  down  years  ago  ;  and  the  directors  of  the  Water 
Company,  whenever  repairs  were  required,  were  laying  down  larger 
pipes,  and  he  had  no  doubt  before  long  that  Byker  would  be  as  mil 
supplied  as  other  parts  of  the  district. 

Mr.  JosKPH  B.  Ellis  :  I  will  be  glad  to  have  an  answer  to  the 
question. 

Mr.  Mayor  :  It  Lb  no  use  asking  questions  of  this  kind  without 
notice. 

Mr.  Youll  :  It  is  utterly  impossible  for  me  to  answer  such 
questions  without  notice. 

Mr.  Temple  :  I  think  it  only  right— 

The  Matob  :  Have  you  a  motion  to  make  ? 

Mr.  Temple  :  No,  I  have  not ;  but  I  wish  to  put  Mr  YoqU 
right.  At  the  last  Council  meeting  Mr.  Youll  made  a  statement 
about  the  height  of  Byker.  He  had  this  morning  examined  from 
the  ordnance  plan  the  heights  of  various  parts  of  the  town,  and  he 
found  that  the  street  adjoining  his  house  at  Jesmond  was  of  a  similar 
height  to  the  highest  portion  of  Heaton  Road  where  it  joined  Shields 
Road,  and  that  was  a  little  below  the  level  of  Byker  Hill  There 
was  a  good  pressure  of  water  at  all  times  at  Jesmond,  and  why  could 
there  not  be  the  same  pressure  at  Byker  ?  Mr.  Youll  said  it  was 
because  Byker  was  higher  than  Jesmond.     That  was  entirely  wrong. 

The  Mayor  :  I  did  not  understand  him  to  say  that. 

Mr.  Temple  :  Mr.  Youll  has  stated  that  in  consequence  of 
Byker  being  so  high  it  is  difficult  to  get  water  there. 

Mr.  Youll  :  And  I  say  so  again. 

Mr.  Temple  :  At  Jesmond,  which  is  as  high  as  Byker,  we  have 
plenty  of  water.  We  have  had  an  80Ib.  pressure  of  water  at 
Jesmond,  and  it  is  nonsense  to  say  we  cannot  have  a  good  supply  at 
Byker.  The  whole  substance  of  the  case  is  this,  that  the  supply 
pipes  to  Byker  are  too  smaU,  or,  in  other  words,  the  draw  off  is 
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greater  than  the  supply  of  water.     The  proper  coarse  for  the  Cor- 
poration to  take  is  to  make  the  Oompaoy  pat  in  larger  pipes. 

Mr.  BiBKBTT  said  it  was  stated,  he  belieyed  by  Mr.  Yoall,  that 
the  Water  Company  had  promised  to  lay  down  another  serrioe  of 
pipes  to  Byker ;  and  he  wanted  to  know  whether  the  Company  were 
famlling  that  promise  ;  and  if  they  were  not  then  it  was  time  the 
ratepayers  in  the  east  part  of  the  town  took  the  matter  ap,  and 
compelled  the  Company  either  not  to  charge  the  water  rate,  or  to 
give  a  empply  of  water. 

The  Hatob  :  Give  notice  of  motion  to  call  attention  to  this  at 
the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith  proposed,  as  an  amendment  to  the  report,  that 
the  City  Engineer  be  instrncted  to  report  to  the  Coandl  apon  the 
snpply  of  water  to  the  city,  and  as  to  the  size  of  pipes.  This  wonld 
do  away  with  the  amatear  engineering  basinees  which  Mr.  Yoall 
wanted  to  start. 

The  Matob  :  I  do  not  think  this  is  an  amendment  to  the  report. 

Mr.  Wn  Smith  :  Then  I  will  giye  notice  of  a  motion. 

The  Mayor  :  This  report  is  only  the  report  of  the  analyst,  and 
yon  cannot  amend  the  report 
Mr.  Tkmplb  :  We  conld  move  its  rejection. 

The  Matob  :  No.  The  report  is  mere  information.  Yon  are  not 
asked  by  the  report  to  do  anything. 

Mr.  Oabse  :  I  may  state  that  the  committee  this  morning  haye 
taken  this  question  np,  and  they  propose  to  do  what  Mr.  Wm. 
Smith  suggests,  and  in  due  time  you  will  haye  a  report. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith  :  We  do  not  want  it  done  in  committee.  We 
want  it  done  in  the  Council,  so  that  we  may  all  know  about  it.  If 
it  goes  before  the  committee  it  will  be  kept  there  a  long  time. 

Mr.  Templb  said  that,  considering  the  importance  of  the  matter, 
the  Council  ought  not  to  attempt  to  shelve  it  He  had  no  doubt 
this  had  somethmg  to  do  with  the  high  death  rate.  He  moved  the 
suspension  of  the  standing  orders  in  order  to  allow  Mr.  Wm.  Smith 
to  move  a  resolution  on  the  subject 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Ellis  :  I  second  Mr.  Temple's  motion. 

The  Matob  :  This  is  not  a  question  of  the  standing  orders  at  alL 
The  Act  of  Parliament  says  notice  is  to  be  given  of  ul  the  business 
to  be  transacted.  There  is  nothing  on  the  notice  paper  giving  notice 
about  this  subject. 

Mr.  Tbmplb  :  Since  you  have  sat  in  the  chair,  Mr.  Mayor,  the 
standing  orders  have  been  more  than  once  suspended,  and  I  cannot 
see  why  it  cannot  be  done  on  this  oocasion. 

The  Matob  :  It  is  not  a  matter  of  standing  orders  but  of  the  Act 
of  Parliament.  There  is  no  notice  of  this  upon  the  agenda.  I  rule 
this  cannot  be  done. 
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Mr.  HoLMis  :  Let  it  stand  orer.    It  will  take  no  haim. 

Mr.  Temple  :  It  is  all  very  well  for  gentlemen  to  say  it  will  take 
no  harm,  bat  they  woold  not  think  so  S  they  wete  without  water. 
This  has  been  nnder  consideration  long  enongh. 

The  Mator  :  Then  why  did  yon  not  give  notice  before? 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Elus  :  Mr.  Carse  b  wrong.  Instmetioiia  wen 
not  given  to  the  City  Engineer  this  moming. 

The  Mayor  :  We  will  go  on  mth  the  next  bosmess. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith  :  Is  it  a  mle  that  nothing  is  to  come  before  this 
Ck)Qncil  bat  what  notice  has  been  given  of?  Basiness  has  been 
transacted  before  withont  notice.  If  this  rale  is  not  to  be  applied 
always,  then  I  think  some  of  as  have  been  anfairly  treated. 

Mr.  Temple  :  I  for  one  object  to  this  matter  being  pat  off  in  this 
way.  I  will  allow  nothing  to  go  on  in  fatore  anless  notice  of  it  ii 
npon  the  agenda. 

The  Mator  :  Qaite  right.  It  will  be  very  maeh  better  if  jondo 
that.    It  will  get  basiness  done  regnlarly. 

THE  ADULTErItIOE  OF  FOOD. 

The  Town  Clerk  presented  the  followingreportfromthe  Analyat:— 

BfrnU^AmU^tU,  aim  pmU. 

Adnltamtion  with  38  **/•        8*^170! 
added  water.  £200  for 

Adulteration  with  15  7.       ^Hueli  aho 
added  water.  aaaljili  of 

Adulteration  with  10  7«       water  and 
added  water.  gaa  an 

Qenuine.  auo  mda 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Genidne^  of  Teiy  poor  qnality 
Genuine^  of  very  poor  qnali^ 

Total  number  of  lamiileB  analysed  during  the  quarter,  26. 

October  let,  1883.  (Signed)      John  Pattikbon,  PabMo  Analyii 


yamet^ArUdt. 

aAmltt«i5y 

BTilk 

Private  puxehaaer. 

By  an  Officer 

do. 

acting  under 

TownOoundL 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Oatmeal    ... 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

jdilk 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
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NIWOASTLB  QUAl  HA8TEB. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlst  presented  the  following  report  :— 

The  Finanoe  Committee  have  to  report  to  the  Oonnoil  that  the  Quay 
Master,  Oaptain  Wilton,  has  resigned  bis  office,  and  your  o«>mmittee  have 
to  recommend  that  the  same  be  accepted,  and  that  Captain  Charles  Spence 
be  appointed  Qoay  Master,  at  an  annual  salary  of  £200. 

Captain  Spence  at  present  occupies  the  post  of  Deputy  Quay  Master,  and 
has  carried  on  his  duties  under  the  Corporation  in  an  able  and  satisfactory 
manner.  Thomas  Hsdlbt,  Chairman. 

Town  Hall,  27th  September,  1883. 

He  said  he  woold,  if  the  Oooncil  did  not  object,  move  the  oonfirma- 
tion  of  the  report 

Ifr.  IiMPLB :  No,  certainly  not ;  that  is  not  on  the  agenda. 

TBI  NEW  BATES  ABD  WA8E-SOU8ES. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  presented  the  following  report  :«• 

The  Ilnanoe  Committee  have  to  report  that  the  sum  of  £26,000  will  be 
required  for  the  purchase  of  sites  for,  and  the  erection  <rf,  the  Baths  and 
IVash-houses  at  Elswiok,  Westgate,  and  Byker,  which  the  Council  on 
4th  July  last  determined  should  be  provided,  and  tiie  committee  recommend 
that  an  application  be  made  for  the  approyal  of  the  Local  Goyemment 
Board  of  the  borrowing  of  that  sum,  which  the  committee  propose  to  raise 
when  required,  by  the  issue  of  Stock  at  3}  per  cent. 

Thomas  Hedlbt,  Chairman. 

Dated  this  27th  day  of  September,  1883. 

TEE  EBW  lEFIOTIOUB  DISE18K8  HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLSOE  presented  the  following  report,  and  moyed  that 
it  be  printed  and  droolated  among  the  members  of  the  Oonncil:-^ 

Hie  Sanitary  Committee  have  to  report  that^  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  of  the  Council,  they  invited— by  public  advertisement— compe- 
titive plans  for  the  erection  of  the  new  Iniectious  Diseases  Hospital  at 
Heaton,  under  the  usual  conditions  in  such  cases,  b^  which  the  oompetiug 
architects  are  not  known  until  after  the  competition  is  over. 

In  response  to  such  advertisement  23  sets  of  plans  were  received  from 
professional  architects  in  Newcastie  and  various  parts  of  the  country.  The 
whole  of  these  drawings  were  exhibited  to  the  public  in  the  large  room  of 
the  Guild  Hall. 

To  assist  them  in  tiie  consideration  and  final  selection  of  the  plans,  your 
Conmiittee  engMed  the  services  of  Thomas  WorthiuKton,  Esq.,  consulting 
architect^  Manchester,  who  was  recommended  to  them  by  the  President  of 
the  Institute  of  British  Architects,  as  a  proper  person  to  act  in  the  capacity 
of  Architectural  Assessor ;  and  Mr.  Worthington,  after  a  thorough  examina- 
tion of  the  plan%  has  furnished  your  committee  with  the  following  report^ 
via:— 

11%  King  Street,  Manchester,  Sept.  11th,  1883. 
ToAeSanUcury  CommUtee  of  the  Corporation  c/  yewocuOe-im'Tffne. 

Gentlemen,— In  aocordanoe  with  the  request  of  your  Committee  that  I 
should  sot  as  Architectural  Assessor,  and  report  to  you  on  the  plans  for  the 
new  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  which  you  propose  to  build  at  Heaton,  I 
now  beff  to  say  that  I  have  made  a  minute  exanunation  of  the  various  de- 
■gns  submitted  by  24  oompetitors,  and  I  have  also  inspected  the  site  at 
UeatOD  on  which  it  is  proposed  to  erect  the  building. 

r  2 
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The  whole  of  the  diawhus  were  oonveiiieiitly  hung  in  the  Guild  Hall,  and 
I WM  there  eoAged  from  toe  21et  to  the  24th  nit,  in  making  notes  from 
them  end  in  aekoting  n  nnall  nnmber  of  whet  appeered  to  me  to  be  the  moit 
meiitoriona  deaigns,  which  were  snbeeqnentiy  fowaided  to  me  «t  Man- 
oheatar  for  a  more  thoronj^  and  detailed  examination  than  waa  powibia 
ontheapot. 

The  "  memorandum  of  reqmramenta  "  iaraed  by  the  Sanitary  CommitlBe 
for  the  ffnidanoe  of  arohiteeta,  haa  been  prepared  with  anoh  thoronsh  know* 
ledge  of  the  needa  of  tiie  propoaed  Hospital,  and  tiie  site  ia  ao  ample  and  ao 
open,  that  the  oompetitorB  have  had  an  nnuraally  good  opp(^tanitor  of 
ezeroiaiaff  ingennity  in  plan,  and  I  am  bound  to  aay  that  many  of  them  have 
availed  uiemielyea  of  it  with  very  oonaiderable  anooew.  The  variety  of 
arrangementa  propoaed  in  the  treatment  of  plan,  and  tiie  laboriona  maimer 
in  which  the  oompetitora  have  worked  them  oat  ia  reallv  8orpriain&  and  I 
think  that  the  Corporation  have  good  canae  to  oongratolate  themaelvee  on 
the  reenlt  of  their  mvitation  to  arohiteota. 

The  paviliona  or  ward  blooka  are  placed  on  the  aite  in  every  varied  of 
position,  aome  with  the  axis  of  the  waida  north  and  aonth  ao  aa  to  eiqpooe 
eveiy  aide  of  the  warda  to  the  son  in  the  coarse  of  the  day ;  some  with  tiie 
axis  east  and  weat,  in  order  to  obtain  Uie  exposore  of  the  soath  side  of  the 
waida  and  the  balconies  to  the  longest  period  of  sonshine,  and  enanre  all 
atamant  air  being  swept  oat  of  the  spaoea  between  the  Uooks  by  the  pre- 
vaiBng  winda.  Some  have  the  waida  arranged  m  ecMan ;  aome  adopt  the 
radiatmg  or  fan-ahaped  plan  while  aevend  other  varieties  are  sogoested,  all 
oontrived  with  a  view  to  ensnre  the  most  oomplete  isolation  of  tiie  waids* 
the  fallest  admission  of  sunlight,  and  the  freest  oiroolatioa  of  air. 

Although  not  aaked  by  the  "  requirementa,"  several  of  the  oompetitora 
have  propoaed  dayrooms  to  each  block,  an  addition  which  no  doubt  haa 
dedded  advantues,  apart  from  considerations  of  cost  The  ca^bility  of 
enlar^ment  ana  expansion,  both  in  the  ward  blocks  and  the  administrative 
buildings,  haa  not  been  overlooked  by  the  majority  of  the  oempetitorBb  and 
IB  of  course  a  consideration  of  the  first  importance. 

The  conditions  state  veiy  distinctly  that  the  "expenditure  on  the  boild- 
incs  is  not  to  exceed  £160  per  bed,"  which  gives  £12;600  as~  the  total  oost 
(84  beds  being  the  number  specified).  With  very  few  exceptions  (notaUy 
one  in  which  no  less  a  sum  tnan  £45,000  is  stated  aa  the  possible  cost)  tiie 
competitors  estimate  the  cost  of  their  designs  at  the  amount  stated  by  the 
committee,  and  many  of  them  speak  with  the  utmost  confidence  of  tbeir 
ability  to  carr;^  the  work  into  execution  for  the  outlay  contemplated,  several 
of  them  quoting  larse  previous  experience  in  hospital  building  in  the 
north,  and  stating  that  they  feel  well  assured  that  the  £150  per  bed  will  be 
sufficient. 

For  my  own  part,  1  confess  that  as  aoon  as  I  read  the  requirements  of  tiie 
committee,  that  the  wards  were  to  have  parian  walls^  to  contain  a  onbie  area 
of  2,000  feet  (by  no  means  too  large  for  an  infeotiouB  hospital),  that  a 
number  of  amali  wards  were  to  be  provided,  and  that  various  other  rooma 
for  the  proper  working  of  each  block  were  needed ;  also  that  very  oonaider^ 
able  aooommodation  was  required  for  the  administrative  and  nursing  depart- 
menta,  in  addition  to  laundry  buildings,  stabling,  mortuary,  ko,,  1  formed 
the  opinion  that  £160  was  a  veij  bare  sum  to  carry  out  the  detailalaid  down 
by  the  committee^  and  this  opinion  is  confirmed  after  making  a  oarefol 
calculation  of  the  cubic  contents  of  a  nnmber  of  tiie  designs.  No  doubt 
building  in  Kewosstie  is  inexpensive,  and  the  present  time  is  peculiarly 
favourable  to  cheap  building,  out  I  feel  quite  sure  that  the  aimplest  and 
cheapest  form  of  construotion  must  be  adopted  if  the  limit  of  cost  is  to  be 
really  insisted  npoD. 

It  wiU,  however,  be  for  the  author  of  the  selected  design  to  show  that  he 
cancarry  it  into  execution  for  the  sum  specified.  I  may  perhaps  aay  that  I 
have  satisfied  myself  by  testing  several  of  the  more  suitable  designs^  that 
those  premiated  are  certainly  among  the  more  eoonoinioal  ones. 
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The  dedgn  which  appean  i»  me  in  general  prindple  to 
be  fhe  besfei  and  as  a  whole  to  combine  the  largest  nmnber 
of  pointi  of  ezceUenoe^  to  which  I  therefore  award  the  _  I 

fint  pboe  is  that  with  the  motto y' 

The  design  to  which  I  award  the  second  place  is  that 
with  the  motto IsciaHcn  {A  dt  B) 

The  tlUrd  pbce  is  I  think  fsitly  won  by  that  with  the 
motto SvnUaht  and  Air 

I  shoold  soggest  that  the  preminm  of  £60  be  equally  divided  between  the 
two  latter. 

While  each  of  the  designs  has  its  own  pecnliar  merits  they  are  none  of 
ttiem  absalntely  free  from  ifflperfeotions,  out  in  the  farther  devdopment  of 
the  worldng  plans  the  anthor  would  necessarily  give  more  careful  attention 
and  study  to  tiie  minntud  of  detail 

The  same  remark  will  also  apply  in  a  more  or  less  degree  to  the  whole  of 
the  designs  submitted. 

I  have  tile  honour  to  be,  gentiemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Tho6.  Wobthikoton, 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  British  Arohiteots. 

N.B. — -|-  has  apparentiy  by  a  clerical  error  omitted  the  outside  workmen's 
entranoe  to  the  dowts,  but  this  may  be  readily  provided  by  making  one  of 
the  windows  in  the  ventilating  passage  into  a  glan  door. 

Tour  committee^  on  opening  the  sealed  mottoes,  find  that  the  motto  -I- 
IS  that  of  Mr.  Arthur  B.  0.  Gibson,  architect^  8,  St  Nicholas'  Buildincs, 
Newcastle ;  that  the  motto  ''Isolation  "  (A  and  B)  is  that  of  Messrs.  Mark 
J.  Landsell  and  W.  J.  H.  Severton,  of  Bedford  Row  House,  Great  James 
Street  London,  W.C. ;  and  the  motto  "  Sanlight  and  Air  "  is  that  of  Messrs. 
Bradsnaw  and  Gaai,  of  Bolton. 

The  selection  made  by  Mr.  Worthingtom  met  with  the  approval  of  your 
committee,  who  unanimonalv  confirmed  that  gentleman's  report,  provided 
they  are  satisfied  that  the  whole  work  can  be  carried  out  strictly  within  the 
terms  of  the  oonditionfl  published  sad  submitted  to  each  competitor. 

It  is  the  intention  of  your  committee  to  teke  the  requisite  steps  to  proceed 
with  the  erection  of  the  building  as  early  as  circumstances  will  permit,  the 
committee  having  power  to  improve  or  alter  the  details  in  the  erection  of 
the  building  as  they  may  think  fit.  Tho8.  WiiflON,  Ohainnan. 

3rd  October,  1883. 

Mr.  NswTOH  ieoaoded  the  motion. 
Agreed  ta 

OOUNOIL  MSITINO. 

The  Matob  said  he  had  been  told  it  would  be  neceesary  for  him 
to  call  a  meeting  of  the  (Tonncil  for  October  24th.  His  tenn  of 
office  as  a  member  of  the  Cooncil  would  expire  at  the  end  of  this 
month,  and,  as  be  proposed  to  offer  himself  to  his  oonstitaente  for 
reflection,  it  wonld  not  be  competent  for  him  to  perform  the  dnties  of 
Mayor  wiUi  regard  to  the  election  on  let  November.  It  wonld  be 
necessary  to  ask  the  Gonndl  to  appoint  an  Alderman  to  perform  those 
duties ;  and  that  conld  not  be  done  before  the  24th  mst,  when  a 
meeting  of  flie  (Tonncil  wonld  be  held.  It  was  proposed  to  take 
general  bnsiness  on  that  day  as  well  as  this  particidar  matter. 

JISVOHB  Dura. 

Mr.  Niwvov  moved  the  confirmation  d  the  reportrdafiye  to  the 
extension  of  die  Armstrong  Ftok  [p.  366].    He  said  the  members 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


420  PBOOiKDlKGfi  or  THS  (OOIOnB  s, 

of  the  Coonoil  had  had  the  report  for  aome  time,  and  would  obeerre 
that  since  the  last  meeting  the  figures  had  bemi  altered  to  a  small 
extent  That  was  dne  to  seme  misapprehension  as  to  the  terms  of 
the  gift;  and  the  matter  had  now  been  arranged  satisfiM^tonlf 
between  Sir  Wm.  Armstrong's  agent  and  Mr.  Lawa  The  rarioiis 
items  in  the  aoconnt  were  entailed  in  carrying  out  the  Tarioos 
conditions  in  the  deed  of  gift.  The  committee  were  not  in  any  way 
responsible  for  the  proposed  ontlay.  The  Goaneil  having  adopted 
the  conditions,  it  was  the  dnty  of  the  committee  to  carry  cot  the 
instmctions.  In  addition  to  the  capital  expenditure,  it  was  estimated 
that  the  annual  expenditure  would  be  £1,500;  but  towards  that 
there  would  be  £500  per  annum  received  in  rents  from  yarioos 
properties  on  the  estate.  This  annual  expenditure  would  not  arise 
during  the  lifetime  of  Sir  William  or  Lady  Armstrong;  and  the 
Clorporation  would  join  him  most  heartily  in  hoping  that  Sir  William 
and  Lady  Armstrong  might  long  live  to  manage  this  chamdng 
property. 
Mr.  WiNTBB  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  said  he  understood  from  Sir  Wm«  Armatcoag 
that  the  Dene  had  not  cost  him  more  than  £500  a  year;  and 
he  did  not  see  why  it  should  cost  the  Oorporation  three  times  that 
amount 

Mr.  Carsb  :  I  want  to  know  if  this  includes  the  whole  of  the 
Armstrong  Park,  or  simply  that  portion  now  being  added  to  it 

Mr.  Nkwtoh  :  The  details  apply  to  the  new  portion.  The  figurea 
have  been  prepared  most  carefully  by  Mr  Laws.  He  has  taken  the 
first  section  of  the  Park  as  the  basis  of  expenditure.  The  OouncU 
will  readily  understand  that  the  difference  between  the  maintenance 
of  a  private  park  and  a  public  park  must  be  considerable  ;  and  thst 
is  how  the  variation  occurs. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  did  not  quite  see  why  the  difference  of  eest 
should  be  so  great  He  took  it  for  granted  that  Newcastle  people 
would  behave  as  well  in  the  park  when  under  the  Oorporation  si 
when  under  Sir  Wm.  Armstrong.  It  was  right  that  the  ratepayeis 
should  know  what  the  £1,500  was  composed  of. 

Mr.  Newton  :  This  annual  outlay  does  not  come  into  operatiaa 
yet  Before  it  is  necessary  to  spend  the  money  for  maintenanoe  the 
Council  will  have  the  detuls  before  them. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  Do  you  withdraw  this  portion  of  the  report  t 

Mr.  Newton  :  No ;  it  is  simply  information  for  the  CoundL 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  If  it  comes  up  for  confirmation  at  a  future 
time  I  will  not  object  now. 

Mr.  Newton  :  It  will  come  up  again. 

The  Matob  :  The  only  recommendation  of  the  committee  is  that 
application  be  made  to  the  Local  Groyemment  Board  for  /sanction  to 
borrow  £10,000,  the  cost  of  the  works  to  be  carried  out    These 
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•re  vrorkB  we  ane  clearly  bound  to  do.  This  is  the  only  matter 
that  lias  to  be  confirmed  to-day.  The  estimate  of  annual  ezpendi* 
tore  is  information  for  the  Oooncil. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PBOPOSBD  BHLAROBMBNT  OF  BL8WI0K  PARK. 

Mr.  Nbwtoh  moved  the  confirmation  of  the  report  of  the  Parks 
Committee  relatiye  to  the  Armstrong  and  Elswick  Parks  [p.  856]. 
He  said  the  committee  recommended  that  £1,960  be  borrowed  to 
complete  the  capital  expenditore  at  the  Armstrong  Park.  The 
estimate  had  been  carefully  gone  into ;  and  the  chief  items  were 
tor  carrying  out  the  conditions  of  the  gift  of  the  Armstrong  section 
of  the  paiky  excepting  as  to  the  beiurpit  The  committee  felt  it 
would  be  much  better  to  have  this  matter  settled,  and  to  com- 
mence with  the  new  park  on  a  clear  footing.  The  concluding  para- 
graph of  the  report  was  as  follows  : — ^*  Your  committee  desire  also 
to  point  out  to  the  Oouncil  that  in  their  opinion  the  time  has  arrived 
when  an  extension  of  the  present  park  land  should  be  carried  out  at 
Elswick,  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  dense  population  residing 
in  that  district,  and  have  to  reconmiend  that  the  Parks  Committee 
be  authorised  to  consider  how  that  object  can  be  best  accomplished, 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Council."  The  committee  were  of  opinion 
that  tiie  Elswick  Park  was  inadequate  for  the  requirements  of  the 
residents  at  the  west  end  of  the  town ;  and  the  committee  asked  the 
authority  of  the  Council  to  negotiate  with  the  proprietor  of  the 
adjoining  land,  in  order  to  ascertain  if  any  arrangement  could  be 
come  to  which  would  be  acceptable  by  the  Corporation.  This 
would  be  simply  a  matter  of  negotiation,  and  the  result  would  be 
submitted  to  die  Council. 

Mr.  HsNZBLL  seconded  the  motion* 

Mr.  Cabsb  said  he  understood  that  above  £1,000  of  the  £1,960 
now  asked  for  had  been  already  spent  at  the  Armstrong  Park  with- 
out  the  committee  coming  to  the  Council  for  their  approbation. 
This  system  of  procedure  on  the  part  of  any  committee  was  highly 
objectionable.  Every  penny  spent  by  a  committee  should  receive 
the  sanction  of  the  Oouncil  before  being  spent  He  held  that  the 
committee,  in  having  spent  so  large  a  sum  of  money,  had  done  wrong, 
and  had  set  the  Council  to  some  extent — but  not  intentionally — in 
contempt.  Authority  was  now  asked  for  the  committee  to  negotiate 
with  the  owner  of  adjoining  land  for  the  enlargement  of  Elswick 
Park.  He  supposed  the  Council  hardly  remembered  the  enormous 
amount  of  money  spent  on  parks.  He  knew  that  Mr.  Newton  only 
asked  for  permission  to  negotiate,  and  then  to  report  to  the  Council, 
but  generally  speaking  a  power  to  negotiate  was  a  sort  of  power  to 
act.  He  did  not  think  there  was  any  reason  for  negotiating  on  the 
subject  A  gentleman  who  was  very  firequently  at  Elswick  Park, 
and  lived  in  the  district,  told  him  that  the  park  was  amply  sufiident 
it  all  times  for  the  people  who  went  there  (cries  of  '<  name  '*).    His 
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informant  was  a  very  respectable  man — ^Mr.  John  Park,  shoemaker, 
Thornton  Street. 
Mr.  Joseph  B.  Ellis  :  He  knows  nothing  aboat  it. 

Mr.  Oabsb  :  If  Mr.  Park  was  not  saffident  he  oonld  perhaps 
mention  half-a-dozen  others  anotiier  time.  The  qnestioii  was 
whether  Elswiok  Park  was  too  small  for  the  requirements  of  Elswui 
district  (*'  yes  "  and  ^'  no  ").  He  held  it  was  not;  and  this  attempt 
to  spend  probably  £80,000  on  the  extension  of  the  park  was  an 
absolutely  absurd  and  very  extravagant  proposal  on  the  part  of  its 
committee.  The  Corporation  had  spent  in  the  purchase  and  fenna- 
tion  of  parks  £76,477  10s. 

Mr.  Henzbll  :  How  much  of  this  at  Elswick  ? 

Mr.  Cabsb:  The  purchase  of  Elswick  Park  cost  £28,000; 
formation,  £7,000;  and  Lough  Models,  £2,450.  They  were 
spending  £3,861  annually  on  the  maintenance  of  parks.  ISie 
expenditure  should  not  be  increased,  especially  eonsideriiig  the  Isngs 
extent  of  the  Moor  to  which  people  could  go.  He  moTed,  as  an 
amendment,  that  the  last  paragraph  of  the  report,  reterixig  to  the 
extension  of  Elswick  Park,  be  omitted. 

Mr.  HEPBUBir  seconded  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Babkab  said  he  supported  substantially  the  position  takm 
by  Mr.  Carse.  The  Ooundl  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  Elswick 
Park  cost  something  like  £30,000.  The  present  expenditure  on 
the  parks  in  various  parts  of  the  city  was  very  large ;  the  rate  fixr 
parks  was  2d.,  and  the  probability  was,  if  ihey  went  on  as  pro- 
posed, that  the  rate  would  be  increased  to  3d.  or  4d.,  which  i^nld 
be  a  serious  tax  upon  a  great  many  poor  people,  many  of  whom 
lived  far  from  the  parks.  In  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of 
Elswick  there  was  the  Town  Moor ;  and  there  was  now  a  prof>oasl 
before  the  Ck>nncil,  under  the  auspices  of  Mr:  Jow^h  Ellis,  to  appio- 
priate  25  acres  of  the  Moor  in  dose  contiguity  to  Elswidc  for  tfas 
purpose  of  a  recreation  ground.  Under  the  dronmstanceB  he 
thought  it  was  unreasonable  to  expect  the  Corporation  would  §^mi 
for  the  purchase  of  15  or  16  acres  a  sum  of  nearly  £30,000 ;  sad 
beyond  Uiat,  there  would  be  the  cost  of  laying  out  the  ground. 

Mr.  YouLL  said  the  figures  referred  to  by  Mr.  Oarse  proved  the 
folly  the  Council  committed  in  allowing  the  purchase  of  the  Elswiek 
Park  to  stand  over  for  the  very  long  period  they  did.  The  Arm- 
strong Park  at  Heaton  was  four  or  five  times  larger  than  the 
Elswick  Park,  and  yet  its  cost  was  only  about  one-third  the  ooet  of 
Elswick  Park.  The  Council  were  too  late  in  securing  Elswidt 
Park ;  and  if  they  allowed  the  present  opportunity  of  obtaining  Ifr. 
Angus's  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  park  to  slip,  they  would  in  all 
probability  have  to  pay  considerably  more — possibly  have  to  pay  for 
it  the  price  of  building  dtes  instead  of,  as  now,  as  partly  garden 
ffround.  He  hoped  the  time  would  soon  come  when  Mr.  Aid* 
Stephenson  would  present  to  the  dty  his  land  at  the  west  side  ef 
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the  park.  That  Mr.  Oane  objected  to  this  he  oonld  iindentaii€l» 
becanBe  he  iiyed  in  the  midst  of  parke,  and  Mr.  Barkas'  lived  near 
him.  Those  who  had  the  advantage  of  living  at  the  north  end  of 
the  town,  within  a  stone  throw  of  the  Moor,  d^onld  not  forget  that 
the  balk  of  the  people  in  Elswick  Ward  lived  at  least  one  nule  away 
from  the  recreation  ground  which  Mr.  Joseph  Ellis  wished  to  have 
made  on  the  Nan's  Moor.  The  small  park  at  Elswick  was  so  crowded 
on  fine  Sandays  that  people  conld  scarcely  move  along  the  footpaths, 
and  at  holiday  times  the  place  was  very  much  overcrowded.  Oon- 
sidering  the  large  amoant  paid  towards  the  rates  in  Elswick  and  the 
large  popolationi  he  hoped  the  entire  report  woold  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith  said  the  opposition  came  with  very  bad  grace 
from  Mr.  Oarse  and  Mr.  Barkias.  It  was  the  same  old  story  that 
was  heard  when  the  formation  of  a  park  for  Elswick  was  just 
started.  Objections  were  then  raised,  and  the  result  of  the  delay 
was  that  the  town  had  to  pay  £10,000  more  than  would  have  been 
first  required.  Elswick  Park  was  more  used  by  the  people  than 
any  other  park  in  the  town.  The  recreation  ground  proposed  to  be 
formed  on  the  Nun's  Moor  was  close  to  a  new  population  away  from 
Elswick  Park.  If  the  present  opportum'ty  of  enlarging  the  park 
was  allowed  to  slip,  there  would  be  the  old  game  over  again — more 
money  would  have  to  be  paid.  The  west  end  people  did  not  object 
to  the  expense  at  the  Armstong  Park,  which  was  a  show  place,  seen 
duefiy  by  people  at  holiday  times,  and  which  was  well  situated  for 
the  better  class  of  people  living  at  Jesmond.  The  interests  of  the 
industrial  and  hard  working  class  at  the  west  end  should  not  be 
ignored.  At  Elswick  Park  the  children  had  no  grass,  but  only  a 
little  gravelled  spfoe  to  play  upon. 

Mr.  Laibb  said  any  member  of  the  Ooundl  vidting  Elswick  Park 
on  a  fine  Sunday  afternoon  would  find  it  crowded;  and  on  the 
evenings  the  band  played,  the  children  were  actually  turned  away 
from  their  play-ground  in  order  to  make  room  for  the  adults  who 
wished  to  hear  the  band.  The  park  was  too  small  for  the  large 
population.  The  Moor  was,  in  some  instances,  two  miles  distant 
firom  people  at  Elswick,  and  was  out  of  their  reach  for  all  practical 
purposea  If  gentlemen  who  lived  in  the  midst  of  gardens  were 
brought  into  the  smoke  and  din,  they  would  soon  find  out  the  need 
of  a  snitsble  place  for  recreation.  Money  could  not  be  better  spent 
than  in  extending  the  park  ;  and  if  Uie  present  opportunity  of 
obtaining  the  land  was  allowed  to  slip,  the  land  would  pass  into  the 
hands  of  builders,  and  the  Corporation  would  then  have  to  pay  a 
larger  price.  He  had  never  heard  any  one  object  to  the  parks  rate, 
whrah  was  paid  more  cheeirthlly  than  any  other  rate. 

Mr,  Aid.  HsDLBT  said  a  large  amount  of  money  had  been 
expended  for  parks,  and  the  Council  should  wait  a  little  longer,  and 
allow  the  finances  to  get  into  a  better  position,  before  making  any 
txtennon  of  the  park.  If  one  penny  or  two  pence  was  added  to  the 
rates,  there  woida  be  great  complaints  about  the  Council  overtaxing 
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the  people.  He  was  told  that  the  land  adjoining  Elswick  Park 
woold  cost  something  like  £85,000;  and  were  the  Conneil  prepared 
to  spend  that  amount  in  extending  Elswick  Park  ?  They  were  weD 
off  now  in  regard  to  parks.  There  was  the  Moor  within  a  mile  or  a 
mile  and  a  hadf  of  nearly  all  parts  of  Newcastle. 

Mr.  BowDBS  hoped  the  Oonncil  would  not  say  that  this  extension 
was  necessary.  ,Would  it  not  he  hotter  to  have  another  park  farther 
west,  nearer  Sir  W.  Armstrong's  works  7  The  misfortune  of  New- 
castle had  been  that  they  had  got  very  large  parks  where  there  were 
not  people  living.  The  town  was  extending  westward,  and  he  would 
rather  have  another  park  formed  further  west,  instead  of  extending 
Elswick  Park. 

Mr.  Walter  Soott  said  Elswick  had  a  large  population,  and  a 
large  park  was  required.  The  Moor  was  a  mUe  or  one  mUe-and-a- 
half  distant,  and  it  was  a  great  toil  for  a  man  and  his  wife  to  take 
four  or  five  young  children  there.  If  Mr.  Carse  visited  Elswick 
Park  on  a  Sunday  afternoon,  he  would  find  he  could  not  get  a  seat, 
and.hardly  find  room  to  walk  along  the  paths.  As  to  Mr.  Bowden's 
suggestion,  he  could  only  say  that  the  people  were  satisfied  with 
the  position  of  the  Elswick  Park.  He  was  treating  for  the  purchase 
of  15  acres  of  land  at  Elswick,  and  a  large  population  would  be 
brought  there. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  :  My  name  has  been  mentioned  onoe  or 
twice  in  connection  with  this  matter. 

Mr.  Holmes  :  Now  comes  the  gift. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  :  He  was  very  sorry  to  differ  with  Mr. 
Aid.  Hedley,  but  he  believed  the  time  had  come  when  Elswick  Flsik 
ought  to  be  enlarged.  Nobody  knew  the  district  better  than  he  di<t 
because  he  lived  in  it,  and  he  could  confirm  all  that  had  been  said 
about  the  number  of  people  in  the  park  on  Sunday  afternoons  ;  and 
when  the  band  played  the  children  were  driven  from  their  play- 
ground into  the  street  He  was  not  speaking  interestedly,  beoause 
he  did  not  think  it  was  within  the  bounds  of  possibility  that  the 
Parks  Committee  would  come  to  him  and  negociate  for  the  purchase 
of  his  land.  He  was  quite  content  to  remain  where  he  was ;  he  knew 
what  he  was  doing  when  he  went  there.  The  town  oould  not 
extend  southward  because  of  the  river,  nor  northward  because  of  the 
Moor ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  present  Council  and  their  sucoessora 
would  see  that  the  Moor  was  never  built  upon.  (Applause.)  The 
extension  of  the  town  could  take  place  only  eastward  and  westward  ; 
and  that  meant  that  the  land  in  those  directions  would  increase  in 
value,  Mr  W.  Smith,  and  himself,  with  others,  held  the  Elswibk 
Park  for  some  years,  and  spent  a  great  sum  of  money  in  interest, 
&C.,  and  the  Corporation  had  to  pay  £5,000  or  £6,000  more  for  it 
than  would  have  been  taken  for  it  at  the  beginning  of  the  negoda- 
tions.  The  same  thing  would  occur  if  the  contemplated  extension 
was  postponed.  Steps  ought  to  be  taken  to  enlarge  the  park ;  and 
the  financial  part  of  the  business  should  not  frighten  anybody. 
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8«ppo8iiig  tite  eoflt  was  £80,000,  that  at  8|  per  to&t.  would  be  onlj 
1,000  gaineas  a-year,  and  that  was  onlj  one*ihird  of  a  pexmy  on  the 
nkimlH  valae. 
Mr.  Oabsi  :  There  will  be  the  maintenanee. 

Mr.  Aid.  STBrasBSOH  was  only  speaking  of  the  porobase  money. 
He  hoped  the  CoancU  would  not  form  another  park  as  saggested  by 
Mr.  Bowden,  as  that  would  mean  the  employment  of  another  stan 
of  gardeners.  He  did  not  think  the  Parks  Committee  were  so 
economical  at  Elswick  as  they  might  be  ;  he  thought  they  were 
eztrayagant 

Mr.  HaHZBLL :  In  what  way  I 

Mr.  Aid.  Stxphsnsoh  thought  the  charge  of  £850  for  gardeners 
might  be  sabstantiaUy  reduced.  Living  in  Xilswick,  and  haying  had 
the  honour  of  representing  it  in  the  Council  for  twelve  or  thirteen 
ysArs,  be  thought  it  seemed  hard  all  the  money  made  in  that  district 
ahoold  fly  to  the  Jesmond  end.  The  time  hid  really  come  when 
the  people  in  Elswiok  must  look  out  for  themselves*  Elswick  was 
the  largest,  most  populous,  and  most  influential  of  the  wards  in  the 
dty,  and  had  less  money  spent  in  it  for  improvements  than  any 
other  wpurd.  He  hoped  the  Council  would  sanction  the  committee's 
proposal. 

Mr.  HmnsLL  said  they  had  not  been  fortunate  enough  to  find 
at  the  west  end  of  the  town  gentlemen  wealthy  and  liberal  enough 
to  present  a  park,  and  thuefore  the  Council  had  to  be  asked  to 
pmrchase  a  park.  Ifo  expenditure  by  the  Oooncil  had  been  so  much 
^proved  by  the  public  generally  as  the  money  expended  on  the  parks. 
He  could  bear  testimony,  and  so  could  Aid.  Oregson,  who  was  chair* 
man  of  the  Elswick  Park  Committee,  that  the  extent  of  the  park 
was  inadequate  for  the  population.  The  population  of  Elswick  was 
35,000,  and  the  rateable  value  £124,000.  Elswick  was  entitled  to 
some  consideration  from  the  Council.  An  additional  bowling  green 
had  been  asked  for  at  Elswick  Park,  and  the  committee  had  got  it 
made;  and  they  were  also  asked  to  provide  a  tennis  lawn,  but  could 
not  on  aooount  of  the  want  of  space.  There  was  no  grass  for  the 
ohfldren  to  play  upon,  they  had  only  a  stoney  piece  of  ground  at  the 
high  part  of  the  park.  He  reminded  Mr.  Aid.  Hedley  that  in  1845 
the  Council  sold  the  Forth,  which  was  the  recreation  ground  for 
the  people  at  the  west  end,  for  £12,000,  and  the  Corporation  had 
used  that  money  for  some  purpose  or  other  ever  since.  Elswick  had 
some  claim  upon  that  money  and  its  accumulation  in  providing 
recreation  ground,  and  surely  Mr.  Aid.  Hedley  would  not  begrudge 
what  was  asked  for  now.  He  was  surprised  to  hear  Mr.  Aid. 
Stephenson  say  the  committee  were  extravagant  in  the  management 
of  tne  Elswick  Park,  and  he  hoped  the  Alderman  would  make 
known  to  the  committee  where  the  extravagance  was. 

Mr*  Ald»  SrarmHsox :  I  fauve  done  so  several  iim^ 

lfr«  Bmntiii  said  the  oomndttee  wedd  consider  the  mrtter. 
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Hr.  W.  Biotb:  (Hom  the  Loagh  Mbdob  ExhibitioD.  Unit 
would  be  a  gnat  MTing* 

Mr.  Aid  Obiosov  said  be  bad  a  great  abborrenoe  of  eztraTS- 
ganoe  on  tbe  part  of  the  Ooxporation ;  bat  he  nerer  objected  to  m 
ezpenditore  for  a  purpose  which  he  considered  pracUcally  nsefu. 
From  an  almost  daily  acquaintance  with  Elswick  park  he  was  oon- 
Tinced  that  no  park  was  so  prized  as  it  was  by  the  people.  Hr. 
Angns's  adjoining  ground  was  already  beantifally  laid  oat,  and 
he  defied  any  committee  to  lay  it  oat  more  beautifdly  than  it  now 
was ;  it  was  one  of  the  prettiest  pieces  of  groond  in  the  neighboar- 
hood«  and  was  planted  with  flowers  of  the  best  kind.  Elswick  was 
freqaented  more  than  almost  all  the  other  parks  pat  togetiier. 

Mr.  FuBHXss  said  the  opposition  to  improTunents  at  the  west  end 
came  from  gentlemen  who  Ured  at  the  north  end  of  tbe  town,  when 
they  enjoyei  many  pririlsges.  He  did  not  object  to  those  genUemen 
having  what  was  right  and  reasonable  at  Jesmond.  The  Elswiok 
people  did  not  grumble  at  the  thousands  of  pounds  spoit  at  the  other 
end  of  the  town ;  but  they  did  think  it  would  be  mote  modest  and 
prudent  for  the  gentlemen  living  at  Jesmond  not  to  make  a  hue 
and  cry  every  time  Elswick  wanted  anything.  He  visited  all  ti^e 
parks,  and  not  one  was  so  much  frequented  as  the  Elswick  Park, 
which  was  the  least  commodious.  He  thought  the  people  of  West- 
gate  and  Elswick  would  o£fer  a  very  strenuous  opposition  if  tbey 
were  told  to  be  content  with  what  they  had  got^  whilst  mcmey  was 
being  spent  at  parts  of  the  town  whne  the  wealthier  people  lived. 
He  might  tell  Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  that  the  Elswick  Park  Cknn- 
ndttee  were  not  in  debt,  but  had  money  on  hand ;  and  let  the  other 
Parks  Ck>mmittee  say  that  if  they  could. 

Mr.  Gullet  said  he  was  accosted  the  other  day  by  a  working 
man,  an  entire  stranger  to  him,  who  said  the  working  classes  S 
Newcastle  were  under  undying  obligations  to  the  present  Council 
for  providing  parks  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  people.  There  was  no 
rate  whidi  we  working  people  paid  more  readily  than  that  for  the 
parks. 

The  Council  voted  as  follows  upon  Mr.  Caess's  amendment : — 

Fob  Mb.  Cabse's  Axxsdwkst  :— Aldennen  Hedley^oong,  TVHaoOv  and 
Bidley ;  Gonnoillora  Winter,  Dobson,  Ingledew,  W.  Wilaon,  Qain,  Owen, 
Catter,  Carse,  Soholefield,  Stout,  NelBon,  Barkas,  and  Hepburn — 17. 

AoAiKST  THE  AMEin>MSNT :— The  Mayor,  Aldermen  Qrmon  and  Siephen- 
Bon ;  OoundUon  Stephena,  Toull,  Oliver,  W.  Smith,  Gnll^,  W.  Sooflt^ 
CUvert,  Andersen,  Joseph  B.  Ellis,  Dizon,  Johnson,  Holmep,  Tempk^ 
Sutton,  Hensell,  Newton,  J.  Barker  Ellis,  Bowden,  Fameas,  Birketti  and 
Laird— 2i. 

DiouNBD  to  Vote  :— Mr.  CampbeU. 

The  amendment  was,  therefore,negatived,  and  the  report  confirmed. 

Tn  KBBIiXBN*S  HOSFITAIii 

Mr.  Aid.  W1L8OV  moved  the  confirmation  of  tiie  report  of  the 
Town  Improvament  Committee  relative  to  the  Keelmen's  Hospital 
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(p.  S89].    He  Bud  the  work  at  the  hoepital  was  finished,  and  the 
main  part  was  ooenpied. 

tSx.  0.  S.  Smith  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  WiL  SifiTH :  Have  yon  satisfied  the  people?  Is  there  any 
aetion  or  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  people  f 

Mr.  Aid.  WiXflON:  There  is  no  complaint. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  :  Haye  yon  giren  ns  any  particulars  as  to  the 
oostf 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  I  do  not  know  the  cost. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith  :  We  shonld  know  the  cost  This  new  street 
has  been  mismanaged.  Sallyport  Tower  is  like  a  tower  of  Babel 
OTertopping  the  r^d,  and  has  cost  a  great  deal. 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLSOH :  It  is  the  fault  of  the  Ctoundl  who  ordered  it 
to  be  preserred ;  it  has  cost  a  great  deal  more  than  it  is  worth. 

Mr.  Aid.  Obscmsion  :  It  is  old  rubbish. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  :  It  is  a  blundering  job. 

Mr.  Tbmplb  :  It  is  not  a  blundering  job.  The  Oouncil  ordered 
the  work  to  be  done,  and  the  work  has  been  well  done. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

thb  dbaivaqb  of  btkbb  bistbiot. 

The  following  notice  of  motion  stood  upon  the  agenda  in  the  name 
of  Mr.  Birkett:— -*'That  it  be  an  mstruction  to  the  Town  Improve- 
ment Committee  to  enquire  into  the  system  of  drainage  in  the  Byker 
district,  and  present  an  exhaustive  report  upon  the  subject  to  this 
Ooundl  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible," 

Bfr.  Aid.  Wilson  said  that  at  a  previous  meeting  [p.  372]  he 
made  some  remarks  respecting  the  suoject  of  this  notice  of  motion. 
He  had  since  found  that  it  was  not  Mr.  Birkett's  fault  that  the 
houses  he  then  referred  to  were  in  the  condition  in  which  they  were. 
On  making  further  inquiry  he  found  that  the  fault  was  with  tiie 
officers  of  the  Corporation,  who  had  not  paid  the  proper  attention 
to  connecting  the  house  sewer  with  the  Corporation  sewer.  That 
had  been  remedied  by  the  Borough  Engineer  who  was  getting  the 
whole  district  put  into  very  good  order.  In  future  such  a  state  of 
things  could  not  occur,  because  the  committee  would  require  the 
owner  of  a  house  to  produce  a  certificate  before  the  house  could  be 
occupied ;  and  that  would  be  guarantee  that  the  private  drun  was 
properly  connected  with  the  main  sewer.  He  was  very  sorry  if  Mr. 
Birkett  had  been  pained  by  the  remarks  he  had  previously  made;  it 
was  done  inadvertentiy ;  and  he  hoped  Mr.  Birkett  would  accept 
this  statement 

Mr.  Bibkstt  said  that,  after  the  remarks  just  made  by  Bfr.  Aid. 
Wilson,  he  would  not  propose  the  resolution  of  which  he  had  gireii 
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nolio^  He  Iris  quite  liwara  of  the  wotk  wUdi  Was  bAig  Itm  in 
Byker.  It  wm  the  duty  of  ConnciUora  to  se^  that  iDHlUrs  weie 
pat  rights  and  kept  right  He  was  content  with  what  Mr.  Aid. 
Wilson  had  said ;  bat  he  wonld  keep  a  strict  look  out  npon  the 
work. 

THB  FOBBSHOBB  OF  THB  TYVBi 

Mr.  NswroiTy  who  had  npon  the  agenda  a  notice  to  the  eflEeet  that 
he  "  will  direct  the  attention  of  the  Oonncil  to  the  great  property 
interests  possessed  by  the  Corporation  of  Newcastle  in  the  foreshore 
of  the  riyer  Tyne,  and,  with  a  yiew  to  the  better  protection  of  fbe 
same,  will  more  a  resolation  thereon,**  said  the  redent  action  of  the 
Finance  Committee  might  possibly  have  suggested  tiiat  he  shonld 
withdraw  the  motion;  bnt  he  looked  upon  this  matter  as  of  too  grett 
moment  to  be  dealt  with  by  any  other  body  than  the  Connoil  itself. 
The  interests  inyolyed  were  too  great  to  be  dealt  with  by  a  sob- 
committee  appointed  from  the  Finance  Committee,  and  more  espe- 
cially when  they  remembered  the  mode  in  which  the  tights  of  the 
Corporation  had  been  regarded  by  the  Finance  Committee  who  had 
acted  as  the  Property  Committee  in  the  past.  If  the  yalnaUe 
interests  possessed  by  Newcastle  in  the  foreshore  of  the  Tyne  had 
drifted  into  a  state  of  neglect  it  was  the  fault  of  the  castodiaas ; 
and  the  natural  consequence  was  that  the  Coondl  itself  should  deal 
with  the  matter,  and  determine  what  steps  were  best  calculated  for 
the  future  protection  of  the  public  interests.  From  yery  early  times 
the  foreshore  of  the  Tyne,  between  high  and  low  water  mark,  had 
been  the  property  of  the  Corporation  of  Newcastle.  For  centuries 
the  Corporation  exercised  uninterrupted  possession  ;  and  bj 
no  recent  act  of  either  the  Corporation  or  Parliament  had 
these  interests  been  interfered  with  in  any  way.  Ihe  in- 
heritance was  granted  to  the  Corporation  by  Boyal  Charter. 
Newoastie  receiyed  many  charters  in  olden  times  yestii^  in  the  Cor- 
poration considerable  priyileges,  both  as  regarded  the  T^e,  markets, 
dues,  and  other  properties,  llie  first  record  referring  to  the  rifer 
T^e  was  in  the  time  of  Henry  IV.,  who  granted  a  charter  making 
I^ewcastle  a  distinct  county  of  itself;  and  in  that  reign  Newcastle 
first  had  the  priyilege  of  haying  a  sheriff  of  its  own.  In  the  reign 
of  Henry  YL  encroachments  were  taking  place,  and  an  '*  inquisition 
was  taken  by  yirtue  of  a  commission  from  our  Lord  the  King,  upon 
the  oaths  of  seyeral  old  men  of  the  town,  who  said  upon  their  oaths, 
that  the  liberties  of  the  town  upon  the  water  extended  frcm 
a  place  called  Bpar  Hawk  in  the  sea,  to  a  place  called  Hedwyn 
Streams.*'  Queen  Elizabeth  confirmed  preyious  charters,  and  also 
extended  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Corporation.  The  Charter  of 
Queen  Elizabetii  stated  ''  also  that  the  grants  which  the  said  town 
of  Newcastle,  and  the  circuits,  precincts,  and  jurisdictions  thereof, 
to  stand  as  well  in  breadth  as  length,  as  well  by  land  as  by  water, 
as  was  accustomed  befbrethe  memory  of  man,  as  they  wen  Wont  to 
extend  thctantelyesi  and  the  riyer  lyne  from  a  plane  called  Spar  Bawk 
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ia  th»  0eA  to  Hedwyn  Stfeamfi  seyea  milM  above  NewoMtle  Bridga'' 
In  sobioqaent  reigns  there  were  eonfirmations  of  the  original 
obarten  Prom  early  times  the  Corporation  of  Newcastle  had 
enjoyed  the  right  to  the  soil  in  the  bed  of  the  river.  In  the  reign 
of  Oharles  L  a  deoree  of  Excheqaer  was  granted  against  Anthony 
Enington  (or  erecting  certain  buildings  **  on  certain  waste  gronnds 
on  the  sonth  side  of  a  street  called  Sandgate^  within  the  flood  mark 
of  the  river  Tyne.''  In  1694  there  was  a  <*  bill  in  the  Exchequer — 
the  Mayor  and  burgesses  of  Newcastle,  plaintifisy  against  the  Dean 
and  Chapter  of  Durham,  and  Samuel  Shepherd,  defendants. 
A  trial  at  law  on  the  said  bill  was  directed  by  the  said 
Ckmrt  of  Exchequer  on  these  two  issues  following  : — ^  That  the 
defendants  could  not  lawfully  erect  and  use  a  ballast  quay  or  wharf 
at  Westoe  or  Jarrow  Blake  without  the  license  of  the  Mayor  and 
Buigesses  of  Newcastle.  That  the  erection  of  a  ballast  quay  at 
Westoe  or  Jarrow  Slake  would  be  a  damage  to  the  river.  In  1697, 
verdict  on  both  issues  for  the  plaintiffs.' "  In  the  same  year,  the 
defendants  i^pealed  to  the  House  of  Lords,  who  confirmed  the 
previous  decision,  and  the  defendants  had  to  pay  the  costs  of  all  the 
proceedings.  In  the  22nd  year  of  James  L  a  person  was  sued  for 
building  some  houses  in  Sandgate,  within  the  flood  mark  of  the  river 
Tyne,  and  the  defendant  was  obliged  to  pull  down  the  houses  at  his 
own  expense.  All  these  facts  showed  that,  at  that  period  at  least, 
the  Oorporation  had  the  acknowledged  and^  undisputed  right  to  the 
fSwreshoro  of  the  river  Tyne.  The  River  Tyne  Improvement  Act  of 
1860  was  the  only  step  which  it  might  be  thought  possibly  militated 
against  the  interests  oIe  the  Corporation,  but  by  that  Act  simply  the 
conservancy  of  the  Tyne  was  handed  over  to  the  Oommissioners. 
Tbe  Tyne  Improvement  Act  contained  the  following  clause: — 
^  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted  that,  subject  to  the  liabilities 
on  the  Oorporation  by  this  Act  expressly  imposed,  this  Act,  or 
anything  therein  contained,  shall  not  take  away,  lessen,  prejudice, 
alter  or  affect  any  estate,  right,  or  interest  whatsoever  of  the 
Corporation  of,  in,  or  to  the  soil  of  the  port  and  river,  or  any  of  the 
tolls,  rates,  dues,  duties,  rents,  issues,  profits,  or  other  income  what- 
soever of,  or  payable  to  the  Corporation,  ur  any  of  the  powers, 
authorities,  franchise,  customs,  usages,  immunities,  rights  or 
privileges  of  the  Oorporation. "  This  Act  showed  clearly 
that  the  Tyne  Impro?ement  Commissioners  had  simply  the 
navigation  of  the  Tyne  under  their  charge,  and  that  the  property 
interests  of  the  Corporation  remained  us  heretofore.  The 
Tyne  Commissioners  were  continually  receiving  applications  from 
persons  anxious  to  build  quays,  jetties,  and  wharves  upon  the  fore- 
shore of  the  Tyne,  and  those  applications  were  invariably  granted, 
but  in  a  guarded  way  which  proved  that  the  lea?e  was  simply  per- 
missive. The  Comnussioners  granted  permission  *'  so  far  as  they 
lawfially  can  or  may."  It  might  be  said  that  the  carelessness  or 
remissne^  of  the  Oorporation  had  to  a  considerable  extent  prejudiced 
tbsjr  pention.    He  had  not  tbe  least  doubt  that,  to  a  great  extent, 
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thit  was  the  cam.  The  Stetate  of  LimitationB  would  not  wait  for 
ooipontionB ;  and  no  donbt  many  people  had,  by  long  pooooorion, 
acquired  a  title  to  their  properties;  bat  there  was  still  a  Teiy 
Talnable  amount  of  foreshore  which  had  not  been  tooohed.  Some  of 
the  foreshore  was  now  being  taken  possession  of;  and  the  Oorporaftioa 
most  once  and  for  all  now  determine  whether  they  were  going  to 
allow  the  remainder  of  the  foreshore  to  drift  away  firom  them  into 
the  hands  of  squatters  ;  or  whether  they  would  assert  their  rights, 
and  compel  gentlemen  who  were  taking  possession  of  the  forediore 
to  acknowledge  the  property  interests  of  the  Corporation.  A  firm 
in  the  Close  had  enclosed  an  area  of  4,270  square  yards.  The 
chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  (Aid.  Hedley)  was  one  of  the 
greatest  squatters,  for  the  Gas  Company,  of  which  he  was  diairman, 
had  appropriated  3|  acres  of  foreshore,  which  he  (Mr  Newton) 
asserted  belonged  to  the  Corporation. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gbsgson  :  It  is  an  assertion  only. 

Mr.  Nbwtom  :  It  was  no  donbt  the  duty  of  the  directors  of  the 
Gas  Company  to  make  as  much  money  as  they  could  to  pay  the 
shareholders  a  diyidend ;  but  they  had  no  right  to  make  it  out  of 
property  belonging  to  the  people  of  Newcastle.  An  application  had 
been  bdTore  the  Commissioners  from  Sir  W.  Armstrong,  Mitchdl, 
and  Ca,  for  permission  to  proiect  their  works  SO  ftet  out  into  tiie 
bed  of  the  river,  and  that  womd  comprise  a  very  large  area  of  land. 
Lord  Rayensworth  and  other  owners  of  land  on  the  South  side  of 
the  Tyne  objected  to  that  application  being  granted,  unless  the 
owners  on  the  south  side  were  permitted  also  to  extend  into  the  liwer 
on  their  side.  These  were  three  instances  among  many ;  they  were 
typical  cases.  The  matter  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  drift  much 
longer.  Mr.  Toull  and  himself  had  not  been  idle  in  the  Finance 
Committee  in  regard  to  this  matter.  On  July  22,  1880,  the  ccmi- 
mittee  resolved — <'  That  the  Town  Clerk  be  instructed  to  report  to 
this  committee  in  writing,  and  as  early  as  possible,  what  are  the 
rights  of  the  Corporation  in  the  bed  of  the  river  Tyne,  how  the  same 
have  been  acquired,  and  whether  during  the  past  twenty  years  any 
encroachments  have  taken  place  on  su<^  rights,  and,  if  so,  the  par- 
ticulars of  such  encroachments."  The  report  had  been  asked  for  on 
August  5,  August  19,  November  25,  November  9,  1880 ;  February 
17,  July  7,  July  21,  1881 ;  March  16,  March  30,  June  8,  June  22, 
Aug.  31,  1882.  On  Sept.  14, 1882,  the  Town  Clerk  stated  in  reply 
to  a  question  he  (Mr.  Newton)  asked,  that  he  hoped  to  be  able  to 
report  upon  the  subject  before  the  end  of  1882.  A  report  had  been 
presented  by  the  Town  Clerk  to  the  Committee,  and,  as  it  involved 
1^1  opinions,  he  (Sir.  Newton)  thought  it  better  it  should  not  be 
discussed  in  its  present  form  in  the  Council.  A  small  committee, 
embradag  the  l^al  talent  of  the  Council^  should  be  appointed  to  go 
into  the  matter,  and  take  counsers  opinion,  if  necessary,  and  r^rt 
to  this  Council.  The  foreshore  of  the  river  between  Hedwin  Streams 
and  Spar  Hawk  could  not  be  worth  much  less  than  JB1|000,000;  and 
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it  behoved  the  Ooiporation  to  look  after  this.  If  the  foreehore  had 
belonged  to  any  indiyidnal  in  his  private  oapadty,  it  was  qoite  certain 
he  wonld  not  have  rested  qniet^  and  allowed  people  to  take  possession* 
Ererj  five  years  the  members  of  the  Corporation  went  over  the  river, 
and  produmed  that  (he  bed  and  soil  belonged  to  the  Mayor  and 
bnrgesses  of  Newcastle.  If  the  soil  was  the  property  of  the 
Corporation  they  should  insist  npon  having  it ;  and  if  not  theirs,  they 
dionld  stop  paying  the  £100  a  year  which  the  Corporation  had 
paid  to  the  Crown  for  four  or  five  hundred  years  for  interests  vested 
in  the  Corporation.  Why  those  interests  were  not  heeded  he  was  at 
a  loss  to  understand.  He  hoped  the  spirit  of  lethargy  which  had 
permitted  the  inactivity  of  the  Council  in  the  past  would  not 
continue  any  longer.  He  hoped  the  Council  would  appoint  a  special 
committee  to  go  into  the  matter,  and  report  fully.  He  thought 
there  should  be  a  test  case  taken  to  ascertain  the  rights  of  the 
Corporation ;  and  he  could  not  suggest  a  better  target  than  Mr. 
Aid.  Hedley  and  the  Gas  Company,  who  should  be  defendants.  It 
would  be  unfair  to  select  a  smidl  man  for  defendant  In  Mr.  Aid. 
Hedley  the  Corporation  would  have  a  foeman  worthy  of  their  steeL 
He  proposed  the  following  resolution: — ''That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  investigate  the  property  interests  of  the  Mayor  and 
bnrgesses  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  in  the  foreshore  of  the  river 
Tyne^  and  report  upon  the  same  to  the  Council." 

Mr.  HnrzsLL  seconded  the  resolution  which,  he  said,  related  to 
an  important  matter.  The  members  of  the  Council  should  be  put 
in  possession  of  all  the  knowledge  upon  the  subject.  It  was 
nnnecessary  for  him  to  repeat  the  statements  respecting  the  charters 
and  judgments  in  favour  of  the  Corporation  in  past  times ;  but  he 
might  state  that  firom  time  immemorial  the  bed  of  the  Tyne  was  a  right 
of  the  Corporation — ^that  it  was  in  fact  part  of  the  property  for  wluch 
the  Corporation  had  paid  a  fee  farm  rent  to  the  C]X)wn  from  the  time 
of  King  John  down  to  the  present  time.  Mr.  Newton  had  referred  to 
the  quay  made  by  the  Gas  Company,  which  added  considerably  to  the 
value  of  the  Company's  property.  Mr.  J.  W.  Sandeman,  C.E.,  in 
his  TGfiott  to  the  Gas  Company  in  1878  on  the  proposed  extension 
of  the  quay  at  the  Gas  Company's  works,  stated  that  the  new  river 
firontage  which  would  be  acquired  would  be  670  feet  in  length,  and 
the  area  enclosed  from  the  river  would  be  about  2  acres,  which, 
valued  at  £b  per  square  yard,  was  worth  £48,400.  The  cost  of 
constructing  the  quay  would  be  £15,000,  and  the  difference  between 
the  £15,000  and  the  £48,500  would  represent  the  increased  value 
to  tiie  Gas  Company.  Messrs.  Clark  and  others  had  also  erected 
wharves  out  beyond  their  original  boundaries.  The  Council  should 
really  learn  what  their  position  was  in  regard  to  this  matter,  and 
what  ought  to  be  done  to  preserve  their  right 

Mr.  STBPHnHS  said  Mr.  Newton  had  referred  to  a  trial  in  1694 
in  re&ronoe  to  a  ballast  quay  at  Jarrow  Slake.  He  wished  to  know 
from  Mr.  Newton  whether  he  claimed  that  the  Corporation  right 
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extended  to  the  foreshore  on  ihe  south  sidoi  as  irell  as  the  north 
side  of  the  lyne. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  :  The  oommittee  oan  go  into  that. 

The  Matob  said  he  had  been  a  good  deal  in  oommoniealion  with 
the  Town  Clerk  npon  this  very  important  sabjeot  daring  the  last 
few  months.  The  Finance  Committee  were  at  present  in  poasesnon 
of  this  sahjeet,  and  had  not  been  inacli?e  regarding  it.  The  Town 
Clerk  had  been  requested  by  the  oommittee  to  report  opon  the 
snbjeet.  The  Town  Clerk  had  been  engaged  upon  the  sabjeot  for 
aboat  three  years ;  and  had  oolleoted  fsots— yery  oomplioated  faets— 
relating  to  it^  and  had  a  yeiy  large  mass  of  docamentuy 
eridence.  These  papers  had  been  recently  laid  before  eminent 
oonnsel,  who  had  gvren  an  opinion ;  and  both  Uie  case 
and  the  opinion  ooald  be  seen  by  any  member  of  the  OoandL 
Anycme  examining  the  docoments  would  see  that  the  matter 
had  not  been  neglected.  The  sabjeot  was  not  yet  folly 
enqnired  into;  there  were  certain  questions  as  to  certain  portions  of 
land  respecting  which  inyestigations  had  still  to  be  made;  the  foil 
&ots  relating  to  a  small  portion  of  the  foreshore  had  not  yet  been 
folly  collected ;  and  until  the  whole  of  the  facts  had  been  oolleoted 
and  ccmsidered  it  would  not  be  right  and  proper  to  discoss  the 
matter  in  the  Council.  He  assured  them  that  the  matter  was 
receiying  the  yery  best  consideration  possible;  and  he  deprecated 
the  proposal  to  take  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Finance  Committee. 
He  wodd  remind  the  Counoil  that  for  the  last  hundred  years  the 
Corporation  had  had  yery  astute  Town  Clerks,  and  if  this  matter  of  the 
foreshore  had  been  such  a  clear  right  as  implied  by  the  obseryations 
of  Mr.  NewtoD,  he  thought  the  Council  would  feel  fully  satisfied  that 
those  Town  Clerkn  would  not  haye  been  bo  inaotiye  as  they  had 
been  in  this  matter.  They  might  take  it  for  granted,  looking  at 
the  action,  or  rather  the  inaction,  of  the  Claytons  and  Mr.  Philipaon, 
that  there  must  be  something  behind  to  justify  the  conduct  of  the 
Corporation  in  the  past. 

Mr.  Laird  asked  when  the  Town  Clerk's  inyestigation  would  be 
finished.  This  was  an  impwtant  question,  and  the  socmer  the 
Council  had  a  report  the  better  it  would  be.  They  knew  that  some 
of  the  preyious  Town  Clerk's  had  had  professional  engagements  on 
both  sides,  and  that  militated  no  doubt  against  the  forwarding  of 
enquiry  into  the  matter. 

The  Town  Clsbk  said  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  tell  the 
Council  when  he  would  be  able  to  report  to  the  Finance  Committee 
finally  upon  the  subject,  but  he  hoped  not  more  than  six  months 
from  the  present  time.  It  was  quite  impossible  for  him  to  state  a 
definite  time.  Qentlemen  had  spoken  of  *<  inactiyity,"  *'  apathy," 
and  <<  kterests  not  heeded,"  but  they  eyidently  did  not  know  what 
had  taken  pbce  in  the  last  three  years.  Mr.  Newton  had  toM  the 
Oonndl  that  a  motion  was  passed  by  the  Finance  Conmiittee  in  1 860 
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respecting  this  subject  Thaft  was  tnie,  and  he  believed  it  was 
pa^ed  three  or  foar  months  after  his  appointment  to  the  o£Sce  of 
Town  Clerk.  A  resolution  of  a  similar  kind  had  been  passed  during 
the  time  of  the  late  Town  Clerk,  who  never  took  anj  steps  to  carry 
it  out.  He  did  not  think  he  allowed  a  week  to  pass  after  the 
passing  of  the  resolution  in  1880  before  commenciDg  to  investigate 
the  matter.  He  found  it  a  very  difficult  subject,  and  that  it  would 
be  quite  impossible  to  deal  with  such  a  matter,  inyolying  the 
investigation  of  old  documents,  and  the  hunting  up  of  cases,  during 
the  ordinary  office  hours,  and,  therefore,  he  had  during  the  last  three 
years  devoted  his  evenings  to  the  work  to  the  extent  of  a  whole 
year's  time.  He  thought  it  right  to  tell  the  Council  this  to  show 
that  the  matter  had  not  been  neglected.  It  was  no  part  of  his  duty 
to  spend  his  evenings  in  the  way  he  had,  but  he  had  done  it  in  the 
interests  of  Newcastle,  and  would  continue  doing  so  until  he  had  got 
the  matter  completely  investigated,  and  was  able  to  report  fdly 
upon  it.  During  the  past  month  he  had  had  his  evenings  for 
hunself,  and  he  intended  to  have  them  for  himself  for  another 
month.  He  thought  it  necessary  to  make  these  remarks  in  answer 
to  Mr.  Laird's  question.  He  would  make  no  comment  upon 
other  statements. 

Mr.  TouLL  said  the  first  motion  in  recent  years  as  to  this  subject 
was  made  by  himsell  In  1879  he  suggested  that  the  late  Town 
Clerk  should  report  in  writing  to  the  Finance  Committee  ;  and  a 
motion  to  that  effect  was  passed.  The  late  Town  Clerk  declined  to 
do  that ;  but  that  he  did  nothing  in  the  matter  was  not  quite  cor* 
rect.  The  late  Town  Clerk— -he  (Mr.  Youll)  was  anxious  that  the 
shorthand  writer  should  be  present  in  the  room — ^made  a  statement 
to  the  Finance  Committee  as  to  the  right  of  the  Corporation  to  the 
foreshore.  The  statement  was  not  taken  down,  but  it  was  totally 
at  variance  with  the  statement  which  the  Mayor  had  given  utterance 
to^  and  also  that  of  the  Town  Clerk.  This  was  a  very  serious  and 
interesting  question  ;  and  he  did  not  want  to  make  any  remarks 
about  it ;  but  he  thought,  in  the  interest  of  the  ratepayers  of  New- 
castle, a  question  of  this  momentous  description  ought  not  to  be  left 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Town  Clerk,  notwithstanding  the  very 
laborious  task  he  found  it  to  be,  and  the  time  he  had  devoted  to  it. 
It  would  be  well,  perhaps,  if  the  Mayor,  Mr.  Ingledew,  Mr. 
Aid.  Hamond,  himself,  and  other  legal  gentlemen  in  the  Council, 
saw  the  information  the  Town  Clerk  had  obtained  during  his 
inquiry,  and  let  them  to  some  extent  form  their  opinion  as  to  the 
case  submitted  for  the  opinion  of  counsel.  They  had  not  heard  the 
material  out  of  which  the  case  was  made;  the  kind  of  opinion  got 
depended  a  great  deal  upon  how  a  case  was  drawn.  If  the  gentle- 
men he  named  had  before  them  the  matter  upon  which  the  Town 
Clerk  had,  he  (Mr.  Youll)  believed  honestly  and  fairly  founded  his 
case,  they  might  probably  come  to  a  different  conclusion  in  framing 
a  case,  and  might  probably  get  a  different  opinion  from  counsel. 
In  an  important  matter  of  thu  kind  the  Council  ought  to  appoint  a 
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small  oommittee;  snd  this  would  not  be  done  m  Bnggesting  a  vote 
of  oenanre  as  to  the  delay  or  the  way  in  which  the  work  had  been 
done.  There  should  have  been  a  committee  of  legal  gentlonea 
appointed  in  the  first  instance  to  assist  the  Town  Clerk  in  his 
investigations.  The  Town  Clerk  having  got  the  information 
together,  there  ought  to  be  exercised  upon  it  other  judgments  thsa 
that  of  the  Town  Clerk  alone ;  and  with  this  view  he  would  support 
the  motion. 

The  TowH  Clkrk  :  As  to  the  case,  it  is  not  an  expresdon  of  my 
opinion  at  alL  I  do  not  believe  that  any  member  of  the  Council 
would  think  I  would  lay  before  counsel  any  such  case.  The  case  is 
a  statement  of  facts  as  I  collected  them,  and  if  a  committee  is 
^)pointed  for  this  purpose,  it  will  take  them  as  long  to  investigate 
the  matter  as  it  has  taken  ma  The  facts  have  been  laid  before 
eminent  counsel;  I  have  got  the  opinion  of  counsel,  and  it 
is  in  my  office  for  every  one  of  you  to  see.  I  would  suggest, 
before  anything  further  is  done,  that  the  gentlemen  who  think 
this  matter  has  not  been  properly  stated  to  counsel,  should  see  the 
case,  and  see  whether  it  is  properly  stated  or  not  I  do  not  think 
it  is  right  for  the  Council  to  appoint  a  committee  to  see  if  it 
bas  been  properly  done,  unless  you  know  it  has  not  been  done 
properly.     I  say  it  has  been  done  properly. 

Mr.  TmPLB  said  if  he  had  had  a  claim  to  the  foreshore  of  the 
river,  he  would  never  have  let  any  man  devote  his  evenings  to  the 
investigation  of  the  claim.  He  would  have  thought  sudi  a  matter 
of  too  much  importance  for  evening  watk.  He  held  that  all  oveiw 
time  work  was  a  mistake ;  no  man  could  work  continaously.  Thu 
was  the  greatest  argument  in  favour  of  the  motion  for  appointing  a 
committee.  He  was  sure  the  Town  Clerk  would  aoquit  lum  of  any 
intention  of  throwing  a  slur  upon  his  professional  character  in  any 
way.  The  motion  was  not  made  with  that  intention,  but  was  made 
in  the  interest  of  the  town.  This  was  a  matter  which  the  Council 
should  not  allow  to  stand  over  for  an  indefinite  time ;  and  it  was 
asking  too  much  that  the  Town  Clerk  should  devote  his  evenings 
to  it. 

The  Towv  Clbbk  :  If  the  Council  think  fit  to  appoint  a  committee 
by  all  means  do  so  ;  but  to  suppose  that  that  committee  could  be 
of  any  assistance  to  me  is  an  absolute  mistake.  They  could  not 
assist  me  in  any  way,  but  would  very  probably  prolong  my  labours. 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  if  any  such  oommittee  is  appointed, 
as  it  is  said,  to  assist  me,  they  will  hinder  me — ^not  inten- 
tionally, of  course.  Every  legal  gentleman  here,  Mr.  Youll, 
the  Mayor,  and  Mr.  Ingledew,  would  give  me  all  the  assis- 
tance they  could;  but  they  are  not  in  a  position  to  give  me 
assistance.  What  I  ask  the  Council  earnestly  is  that  they  allow 
me  to  coDtinue  what  I  have  been  doing.  I  have  investigated  the 
matter  to  a  certain  extent;  let  me  investigate  it  further ;  and  let  a 
oommittee  consider  the  result  of  this  kter  ;  but  to  suppose  that  a 
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oommittee  oonld  help  me  now  is  a  mistake.  I  ask  the  Ooaneil  not 
to  interfere  with  the  matter  at  present.  No  good  can  come  from 
interference.  Let  me  finish  the  matter.  I  cannot  tell  to  a  month 
when  it  will  be  finished.  I  cannot  tell  what  may  tarn  np  at  any 
honr  and  prolong  the  investigation ;  and  perhaps  the  longer  it  takes 
the  better  will  be  the  resnlt  in  the  end.  I  do  earnestly  ask  the 
Conndl  not  to  pass  snch  a  resolntion  to-day,  bat  after  I  present  my 
report  yon  can  appoint  a  committee. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith  said  the  Town  Clerk's  speech  made  him  inclined 
to  Tote  for  the  motioa  The  responsibility  of  the  matter  was  not 
npon  the  Town  Clerk,  bat  npon  the  representatiyes  elected  by  the 
ratepayers.  The  snggestion  of  Mr.  Yonll  had  been  clearly  and 
hirlj  pat.  The  facts  shonld  be  made  known  to  those  members  of 
the  Conncll  who  coald  anderstand  the  facts ;  and  he  had  no  doobt 
that  the  Town  Olerk  wonld  accept  the  aid  of  representative  men  of 
experience  as  wide,  if  not  wider,  than  his  own.  Mr.  Newton  had 
not  said  anything  hard  or  harsh.  The  legal  members  of  the  Ooonoil 
shoald  enqnire  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  JosKPH  B.  Ellis  said  that,  unless  Mr,  Newton's  motion  was 
passed  by  the  Oonndl,  it  was  possible  that  the  finance  Committee 
might  be  inclined  to  accept  as  final  the  report  which  the  Town 
Clerk  had  presented  to  them,  and  also  accept  as  final  the  opinion 
given  by  connsel. 

The  Matob  :  It  is  not  a  final  report  at  alL 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Elus  :  There  was  a  feeling  in  the  Fmanoe  Oom- 
mittee a  fortnight  ago^  when  the  report  was  presented,  that  it  was 
something  like  a  final  report  The  counsellor  who  had  given  the 
opinion  was  not  infallible;  he  might  possibly  make  a  mistake. 
They  oonld  have  a  ease  prepared  by  the  committee  assisting  the 
Town  Clerk,  and  placed  before  another  counsellor,  who  might  give 
another  opinion  altogether.  A  matter  like  this,  involving  interests 
to  the  amount  of  £1,000,000,  ought  to  be  dealt  with  more  fully  than 
it  had  been.  They  all  thought  the  Town  Clerk  had  done  the  greatest 
justice  to  the  question  as  far  as  he  possibly  could ;  but  was  that 
sufficient  for  the  ratepayers  and  the  members  of  this  Council  f  Thej 
knew  that  a  few  monthis  ago  a  most  important  thorough&re^Donn 
Btreet — ^was  taken  possession  of  and  barricaded  by  the  Qas  Com- 
pany, over  which  Mr.  Aid.  Hedley  presided ;  and  it  was  only  after 
strenuous  efforts^ 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlit  :  Na 

Mr.  Joseph  R  Elus  :  After  most  strenuous  efforts  that  the  bar- 
ricade was  taken  down.  But  for  the  attention  called  publicly  to  the 
matter  at  meetings  in  connection  with  Mr.  Laird's  election  he 
believed  the  barrier  wonld  not  have  been  removed.  The  Town 
Clerk  would  act  wisely  if  he  removed  the  enormous  responsibility  as 
to  the  foreshore  of  the  rirer  on  to  the  shoulders  of  a  oonmiittee. 
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Mr.  Aid.  HsDLET  said  it  wm  nnfur  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Ellis  to 
briDg  up  the  Donn  Street  qaestion.  The  barrier  was  put  ap  becaase 
another  party,  who  had  no  right  whatever  to  the  piece  of  groond, 
had  taken  possession  of  it,  and  covered  it  with  material,  and  had 
done  so  for  years,  and  had  intended  to  enclose  it  The  Qas  C!om> 
pany  prevented  the  person  from  taking  that  which  he  had  no  right 
whatever  to.  The  ground  was  the  property  of  the  Gas  Company  ; 
the  piece  of  ground  was  bought  from  the  Newcastle  and  Carlisle 
Railway  Company.  As  soon  as  the  Oas  Company  found  there  was 
a  wish  to  keep  the  place  open  as  a  way  to  the  river,  they  at  onoe 
acceded,  and  whatever  claun  they  had  they  gave  up  to  the  town. 
(«  No,  no.") 

Mr.  Temple  :  The  Oas  Company  gave  up  what  never  belonged 
to  them. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlet  :  Whatever  claim  the  Qns  Company  had  they 
gave  up  to  the  town  to  keep  tiie  street  open.  With  regard  to  Mr. 
Newton's  motion,  he  thought  the  Council  would  hesitate  before 
taking  this  matter  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Finance  Committee,  who 
had  asked  the  Tovm  Clerk  to  enquire  into  it  Who  could  the 
Finance  Committee  ask  to  make  the  enquiry  but  the  Town  Clerk  7 
The  Town  Clerk  agreed  to  investigate  the  documents,  which  previooa 
Town  Clerks  refused  to  and  never  attempted  to  do.  The  Town 
Clerk  was  responsible  to  the  Finance  Committee  and  the  Council 
for  every  opinion  he  had  expressed.  The  Town  Clerk  had  to  be 
guided  by  the  facts  he  found  in  documents ;  and  what  he  submitted 
to  counsel  were  simply  the  facts.  It  had  been  stated  that  if  the 
case  was  drawn  up  in  some  other  way  another  opinion  might  be 
got.  Only  the  clear  facts  as  to  the  foreshore  as  in  the  documents 
would  be  submitted  to  counsel.  The  Corporation  wanted  to  know 
what  their  rights  were,  and  did  not  wish  to  have  drawn  up  a  document 
which  twisted  them,  and  which,  in  the  end,  might  lead  to  very 
serious  litigation.  There  still  remained  a  good  deal  to  be  inves- 
tigated, which  the  Town  Clerk,  after  he  was  recovered  from  the 
great  exertions  of  the  past  three  years,  would  go  into.  He  trusted 
tile  Council  would  not  take  the  matter  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Finance  Conmdttee  and  Town  Clerk,  but  after  a  complete  report 
was  presented,  the  Council  might  then  submit  it  to  a  small  com- 
mittee, if  necessaiy. 

Mr.  Stephens  said  that  he  bad  a  good  deal  of  sympathy  with  the 
motion ;  but  after  what  had  been  stated  he  hoped  it  would  be 
withdrawn.  The  report  already  presented  by  the  Town  Clerk  was 
«  an  excellent  report  so  far  as  it  went ;  but  the  Town  Clerk  had  told 
them  he  had  not  done  all  the  work  he  intended,  and  that  in  the 
course  of  a  short  time  he  would  extend  his  report  down  to  the 
present  time.  His  opinion  was  that  the  matter  might  be  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  Finance  Conmdttee,  of  which  Mr.  Newton  and  Mr. 
Toull  were  emment  members. 
Mr.  Aid.  Stephemsoh  said  he  wished  to  support  what  Mr.  Aid. 
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Hedley  and  Mr.  Stephens  had  said,  and  the  reasonable  appeal  of  the 
Town  Olerk.  The  report  presented  by  the  Town  Olerk  was  not 
complete.  If  the  Town  Clerk  chose  to  go  ontside  of  his  o£Scial 
hours  and  deyote  his  evenings  for  three  years  to  this  investigation, 
sordy  the  Council  conld  not  object 

The  Town  Olsbk  :  If  I  had  not  done  so  it  wonld  not  have  been 
done  at  all. 

Bfr.  Aid.  Stephenson  :  Did  any  member  of  the  Oooncil  suppose 
that  the  Town  Clerk  was  going  to  draw  up  for  counsel  a  case  that 
had  any  taint  about  it  on  one  side  or  the  other  ?  The  Town  Clerk 
had  told  the  Council  that  he  ascertained  certain  fieusts,  and 
these  facts  he  laid  before  Counsel,  and  had  not  drawn  up  a  case  of  his 
own  inventing. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Ellis  :  No  body  said  he  had. 

Mr.  Aid.  Btephknbon  :  It  was  intended  by  implication.  ("No, 
no").  The  Town  Clerk  had  reported  on  the  investigation  up  to  a 
certain  stage,  and  asked  to  be  allowed  to  continue  his  enquiries  for 
six  months  longer,  and  when  the  whole  case  was  before  the 
Council,  there  would  be  no  objection  to  nominate  a  committee  of 
legal  gentlemen  to  examine  the  report.  He  hoped  the  Council 
would  adopt  the  Town  Clerk's  suggestion,  and  not  cripple  his 
hands. 

Mr.  Joseph  R  Ellis  denied  that  any  member  of  the  Council 
had  insinuated  that  the  Town  Olerk  had  prepared  a  biased  case  to 
lay  before  counsel. 

Mr.  Babkas  said  it  would  be  very  imprudent  to  alter  the  course 
which  had  been  adopted  for  the  last  three  years  in  the  investigation 
of  the  foreshore  questioa  The  question  had  been  before  the  Council 
for  something  like  one  hundred  years,  more  or  less.  Various  Town 
Clerks  had  shirked  the  question  ;  and  the  only  Town  Clerk  who  had 
really  taken  it  up  was  the  one  now  in  office.  The  investigations 
were  very  complicated  and  delicate.  The  Town  Clerk  had, 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Finance  Committee,  obtained  a  trans- 
lation of  old  Latin  documents  upon  which  the  rights  of  the 
Corporation  were  founded ;  and  prior  to  this  the  translation  was 
doubtful. 

Mr.  Newton  :  Is  that  the  charter  the  translation  of  which  cost 
£565  16s.  9 

Mr.  Barkas  :  There  were  several  old  charters  translated  ;  they 
were  written  in  old  cramped  Latin,  which  no  one  in  Newcastle  could 
read.  An  expert  came  from  London  and  occupied  nearly  one  year 
in  making  a  translation.  A  great  portion  of  the  three  years  had 
been  swallowed  up  in  getting  documents  translated  in  order  that  the 
Town  Clerk  might  examine  them  and  get  a  definite  opinion.  The 
report  presented  to  the  Finance  Committee  three  weeks  ago  was  not 
a  final  report ;  the  Town  Olerk  distinctly  told  them  it  was  a  pre* 
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liminary  and  tentatiye  report;  and  that,  when  farther  inYeatigatioiiB 
were  inade,  he  would  present  another  report.  If,  when  the  final 
report  was  presented,  the  Goancil  were  not  satisfied  with  the 
enquiry  by  the  Town  Clerk,  Mr.  Newton's  suggestion  could  be 
adopted,  and  the  legal  members  of  the  Coonoil  oould  consider  .the 
whole  matter. 

Mr.  Youu. :  When  the  horse  is  stolen  you  lock  the  door. 

Mr.  Newton  said  if,  at  the  commencement  of  the  debate,  he  was 
strongly  in  fayonr  of  appointing  a  committee,  he  was  doubly  so  now. 
Those  who  had  spoken  in  support  of  the  motion  had  dealt  with  the 
question  as  a  public  matter,  for  which  the  members  of  the  Council, 
as  trustees  of  the  property  of  the  city,  were  responsible.  The  Town 
Clerk  was  not  responsible;  he  had  no  constituents  beyond  this 
Council.  If  this  matter  was  not  brought  to  a  satisfactory  issue  the 
fault  would  rest  upon  the  Council.  He  frankly  admitted  that  a 
good  deal  of  time  had  been  given  by  the  Town  Clerk  in  making 
investigations ;  but  the  Town  Clerk,  with  all  his  legal  experience, 
had  never  had  to  grasp  a  question  of  such  magnitude  as  this ;  and 
he  doubted  whether  any  legal  gentleman  in  the  North  of  England 
had  ever  had  to  deal  with  a  question  involving  such  great  interests, 
and  in  connection  with  which  there  were  so  many  other  interests 
oolliding  with  those  of  the  Corporation.  Such  being  the  case,  the 
Town  Clerk,  instead  of  being  indignant,  ought  to  feel  gratified  to 
have  the  assistance  of  a  committee  to  aid  him. 

The  Town  Clerk  :  Before  this  motion  is  put  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
make  another  appeal  to  the  Council  not  to  pass  it.  A  committee 
will  not  be  any  assistance  to  me, 

Mr.  Newton  :  I  rise  to  order. 

The  Town  Clbbk  :  I  shall  certainly  do  my  duty,  and  advise 
the  Council  to  abstain  from  appointing  the  committee.  I  tell 
you,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  will  hinder  me  and  not  assist  me. 
Having  made  investigations  I  know  more  of  the  matter  than  any 
one,  and  surely  must  know  whether  this  would  be  an  assistance  to 
me  or  otherwise  better  than  Mr.  Newton,  who  has  only  a  veiy 
slight  knowledge  of  it. 

Mr.  Birkbtt:  Can  any  interested  parties  vote  on  this  matter 
to-day )  It  should  be  quite  understood  that  all  parties  interested 
either  directly  or  indirectly  in  this  question,  except  as  ratepayers, 
should  not  record  their  votes. 

The  Council  voted  as  follows : — 

Fob  the  Motion  :— Councillors  Winter,  Youll,  WiUon,  Oliver,  W.  Smith, 
Calvert,  Andersen,  Joseph  B.  Ellis,  Johnson,  Temple,  Sutton,  HenceU, 
Newton,  J.  Barker  Kllis,  Furness,  Stout,  Nelson,  Birkett,  Laird,  and  Hep* 
bum— 20. 

Againot  the  Motion  :~The  Mayor,  Aldermen  Hedley,  St^enson, 
Gregson,  and  Ridley ;  ConnciUor  Quin,  C.  S.  Smith,  Owen,  Colly,  Gaiw^ 
Stephens,  Hohnes,  Scholefield,  and  Barkas— 14. 
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Declined  to  Von  :— Coancillora  Ingledew  and  Campbell— 2. 
The  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Newtoh  :  1  would  Bnggeat  that  the  committee  confliat  of 
Aid,  Hamond,  Aid.  Stephenson  — — 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  :  I  am  not  a  legal  gentleman. 

Mr.  Newton  :  Yon  are  vice-chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee, 
•nd  are  not  an  interested  party.  I  also  suggest  Messrs.  Toall, 
LigledeWy  Hensell,  Winter,  and  myself.  ["  And  the  Mayor."]  I 
did  not  name  the  Mayor  because  I  do  not  know  whether  he  will  act. 

The  M^TOR  :  I  do  not  think  the  committee  can  do  any  good,  and 
I  shall  decline  to  act. 

Mr.  Aid.  Qregson  :  I  think  it  will  do  a  great  deal  of  mischief. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  :  The  committee  was  to  be  composed  of 
legal  gentlemen  only. 

Mr.  Johnson  :  I  voted  for  a  committee  becaose  I  thought  it  was 
going  to  be  composed  of  only  the  legal  members  in  the  Council. 

Mr.  Newton  :  I  propose  that  the  committee  consist  of  Mr.  Aid. 
Hamond,  Mr.  Ingledew,  Mr.  Youll,  and  the  mover  and  the  seconder 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Johnson  :  We  only  want  legal  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Winter  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Barkas  :  It  was  understood  it  was  to  be  a  committee'  of  only 
leg>il  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Kewton  :  I  do  not  think  Mr.  Barkas  should  dictate  what 
sort  of  a  committee  it  should  be,  as  he  spoke  and  voted  against  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hedlbt  :  I  beg  to  move  that  the  Mayor  be  one  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Newton  :  I  have  great  pleasure  in  accepting  this  proposal. 

The  Mayor  :  If  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Council,  I  will  do  the  best  I 
can. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  committee  consist  of  the  Mayor,  Mr.  Aid. 
Hamond,  Councillors  Ingledew,  Youll,  and  Newton. 

SEWERING,  PA  VINO,  AND  FLAaOING. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Smith  moved  the  application  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Improvement  Act,  1865,  relating  to  the  for- 
mation of  new  streets,  to  the  streets  undermentioned  :  -*  That 
such  streets  be  sewered,  paved,  and  flagged  with  the  materials, 
according  to  the  manner  and  levels  specified  by  the  Town  Surveyor 
in  his  estimate  of  the  costs  attending  the  several  works.  That 
such  estimate  be  adopted  and  confirmed  by  the  Council,  and  that 
the  requisite  notices  be  forthwith  given  to  the  respective  owners, 
ai  required  by  the  Act:— - 
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Name  Of  Street 

Proposed 

Level  or 

Inclina- 

tion. 

Ifaterials 

and 
Dimensions 

and  Drains. 

Materials 

for  and 

Width  of 

Footpaths. 

Ifaterials 

for  and 

Width  of 

Pavement  or 

Carriageway 

Mimatad 
cost 

Buk  OningerviUe  <8otith).. 
Crown  Street,  North  End  . . 

lines 

lin40 

d-in.  branch 
pipes. 

6-in.  branch 
pipes. 

Whinstone 
or  Granite 
Kerb,  Caith- 
ness Flags. 

3ft.6in. 
wide. 

6  ft  wide. 

Whin  or 
Granite 

Chip 
Paving. 

18  ft.  wide. 
Granite  chip 
28^ftwfdc 

£   s.  d. 
108    8   0 

4S3  11    0 

£d81  14   0 

Mr.  TouLL  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  ta 

The  meeting  concluded. 
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COUNCIL     MEETING, 


WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBEB  24,  1888. 


A  MBVTiVG  of  the  Connoil  was  held  to-day  in  the  OoanaU  Ohamber, 
Town  Hall,  the  Mayor  (Mr.  Thos.  Oea  Oibson)  in  the  ohair. 
There  were  also  present : — Aldermen  Ridley,  Call,  Wilson,  Stewart^ 
Plnmrner,  Soott,  Milvain,  Hedley,  Gregson,  Potter,  Angns,  Oowen, 
Stephenson,  and  Tonng;  Goancillors  Winter,  J.  Barker  Ellis, 
Soholefield,  Uepwortb,  Quin,  Tonll,  Owen,  Garse,  Diokinaon, 
Bowden,  OampbeU,  W.  Smith,  Jackson,  Stout^  Nelson,  Andersen, 
Bell,  Newton,  Dixon,  Gutter,  Oliver,  Hedley,  Barkas,  Hepbnm, 
Wilson,  Holmes,  Richardson,  Ingledew,  0.  8.  Smith,  Stephens, 
Johnson,  Fnmess,  Joseph  B.  E^ia,  Sanderson,  Hencell,  Soott, 
Laird,  Gray,  Oalley,  Temple,  and  Birkett 

THB  OOLLKOmrO  OF  THB  BDUOATION  AMD  PUBUO  UBIART  AATB8. 

The  Town  Glbrk  read  the  following  letters  :— 

Elswiok  Parochial  Office,  88,  V^astmorland  Road, 

NewcMtle-on*Tyne,  18th  October,  1888. 
Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  inform  voa  that  at  a  mcetiDg  of  oyerseers  uid 
ratepayers  of  the  towiuhip  of  Eliwick,  held  last  Thnrsday  evening 
aooordmg  to  enclosed  bill,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hedley  Chapman,  secondM 
by  Mr.  James  MoKendrick,  the  following  resolation  was  nnanimonsly 
adopted:— *' That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  the  Act  respecting 
Overseers  oollectinff  the  Edncation  and  Library  Bates  is  not  compnlsory, 
and  that  the  City  Council  be  requested  in  fntore  to  collect  the  Eancaticn 
and  library  Bates  as  hitherto." 

(Signed)    MoBisov  Johnstov,  Chairman. 

BBATOM  TOWKSmr. 

Shields  Bead,  Byker,  Kewcastle-opon-Tyne. 

22nd  October,  1888. 
Dear  Sir,— At  a  meeting  of  the  Overseers  of  the  above  township  held  on 
18th  inst.,  the  precepts  for  the  Edncational  and  Library  Bates  were  daly 
had  before  them,  and  fally  considered.  After  each  consideration,  I  was 
instrocted  to  insert  the  following  memorandnm  in  onr  minntes,  and  forward 
a  copy  of  the  resolution  to  you,  with  a  res]^tful  request  that  yon  lay  the 
same  before  the  Connoil  at  their  next  meeting. 

Having  now  oomj^ed  with  such  instructions,  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
dear  sir.  Tours  obediently, 

J.  W.  HvBTBB,  Assistant-Overseer. 
Hill  MotuD,  Esq.,  Town  Clerk, 

Mewcast  le-upon-l^e. 

Corny  of  resolution  above  referred  to: — "Precepts  for  Bduoational  and 
Ijbrary  Bates— The  Overseers  of  Heaton,  without  wiahing  to  ifEnore 
their  responsibility  in  this  matter,  feel  that  the  Corporatioii,  m  eaUing 

I  2 
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npon  them  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  the  Edacational  and  Lifaraiy 
Bates  without  formal  notice,  have  acted  in  a  somewhat  arbitrary 
manner.  They  also  coosider  the  early  date  at  which  the  precepts  are 
made  payable  will  make  the  task  a  more  serions  one  than  it  otherwise 
need  have  been ;  and  they  would  sng^t  that  the  Oonncil,  if  p-^ssible, 
make  futnre  demands  for  these  rates  m  half-yearly  instalments,  and  by 
saoh  means  equalise  the  sum  to  be  collected  each  half-year  by  the 
Assistant  Overseers." 
The  letters  were  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

Mr.  QuiH:  It  woald  be  well  if  the  Town  Clerk  woald  state 
whether  it  is  optional  or  not  on  the  part  of  the  overseers  to  collect 
these  ratefi.  There  seems  to  be  a  great  deal  of  dissatisfaction 
oatside  on  the  matter. 

The  TowH  Clsbk  :  The  only  proper  conrse  has  been  followed. 

OATBSHBAD  OORPORATION  ASD   THB  THOBOVOB  TOLL. 

The  Town  Clbbk  read  the  following  letter : — 

Town  Clerk's  Office,  Town  Hall, 

Gateshead,  October  23rd,  1883. 
Dear  Sir, — At  the  last  meeting  of  the  (Gateshead  Town  Council,  the  Quay 
Committee  reported  as  follows  : — 

"  The  Committee  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  qnestion  of  oooi- 
mutinff  for  a  term  of  years  the  Thorough  Toll  to  and  from  Newoastle- 
npon-Tyne,  in  respect  of  goods  and  traffic  shipped  and  landed  at 
Gateshead  Quay,  the  commutation  to  be  made  by  a  fixed  annual  payment 
during  the  term  over  which  the  arrangement  will  c  ntinne.  The 
Committee  are  of  opinion  that  an  arrangement  of  this  nature  would  be 
of  service  in  the  working  of  the  traffic  at  Gateshead  Quay,  and  would 
be  no  detriment  to  Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  The  Corporation  of  that 
City  have  entered  iuto  arrangements  of  a  similar  nature  with  the  Ncvth 
Ilastem  Railway  Company,  m  respect  of  their  general  traffic,  and  more 
recently  in  respect  of  tn&c  on  we  Blyth  and  I^ne  line,  and  have 
therefore  conceided  that  a  system  of  conmiutation  is  legitimate.  The 
Committee  recommend  that  application  be  made  to  the  Corporation  of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne  to  ascertain  whether  they  will  entertain  an 
application  for  commutation  in  respect  of  goods  and  traffic  shipped  and 
limded  at  Gateshead  Quay.  If  so,  the  terms  will  be  a  matter  lor  snbee- 
qnent  negotiation." 
— The  Town  Council  by  an  unanimous  vote  adopted  the  report  of  the 
Committee,  and  I  was  instructed  to  bring  the  matter  under  the  notioe  of  the 
Newcastle  Corporation  with  the  request  that  it  may  be  oonsidered,  and  a 
reply  sent  at  an  early  date. — Yours  faithful^, 

J.  W.  SwiNBimNB,  Town  Clerk. 
Hill  Motum,  Esq.,  Town  Clerk, 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Plummbb,  seconded  by  Mr.  Babxas, 
the  letter  was  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

SALABIBS'OF  assistant  OLXBKS   to  MAQlSTBATBa 

The  Town  Clbbk  read  the  following  letter  : — 

Magistrates'  Qerk's  Office, 

Newcastle-upon-l^oe,  16th  October,  1883. 
Dear  8ir,— At  the  Miehaelmas  Quarter  Sessions,  held  at  the  Police  Court 
this  day,  the  Magistrates  unanimously  passed  a  resoiudon  of  whioh  the 
following  is  a  copy,  viz  : — 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1888. .  NEWGA8TLX  COUNOIL.  443 

**  BawWed,  that  the  saUnr  of  Mr  R.  A.  Soott^  the  Chief  Amistant  Clerk, 

be  increaiBed  from  £250  to  £300  per  annam,  and  the  salary  of  Mr.  W.  F. 

March,  the  second  Assistant  Clerk,  be  increased  from  £^00  to  £250  per 

annum,  in  both  cases,  as  from  the  first  day  of  August  last.'* 

I  have  to  request  that  yon  will  bring  the  forgoing  resolution  under  the 

notioe  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Corporation. — Yours,  faithfully, 

T.   WZLKINSOK. 

Hill  Motam,  Esq.,  Town  Clerk,  Newoastle-on-Tyne. 
Referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

BVSIOMATION  OF  MR  ALD.  POLLARD. 

The  TowH  Olbrk  said  he  had  to  report  that  he  had  received  from 
Mr.  Joseph  Pollard  his  resignation  of  the  office  of  alderman,  in  these 
words  : — 
To  the  MayoTf  Aldermen^  and  CouncUloraofthe  Gity  qf  NewcaftU-upon'Tynt. 

I  hereby  resign  the  office  of  alderman  of  the  City  of  Newcastle-npon- 
l^e.  JoasPH  Pollard. 

Dated  this  20th  day  of  October,  1883. 

— He  had  also  to  report  that  the  fine  of  JB5,  on  the  resignation  of 
an  alderman,  had  been  paid  to  the  City  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gbeqson  :  I  think  the  £5  oaght  to  be  retomed. 

The  Town  Glbbk  :  That  cannot  be  done. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlbt  proposed  '<  that  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Joseph 
Pollard  as  an  alderman  of  the  city  be  and  is  hereby  accepted,  and 
that  the  office  of  alderman  of  the  city,  resigned  by  Mr.  Pollard,  be 
and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  Tacant,  and  that  the  same  be  signified 
by  notice  in  writing,  signed  by  three  members  of  the  Coancil, 
conntersigned  by  the  Town  Clerk,  and  affixed  on  the  Town  Hall** 
He  said  that  in  moving  this  resolation  he  had  to  express  his  deep 
regret  that,  after  having  served  the  town  as  coancillor  and  alderman 
for  28  years,  circamstances  shoald  have  occarred  compelling  Mr. 
Pollard  to  take  this  step.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  felt  quite  sure  the 
Council  would  join  him  in  expressing  their  great  sympathy  for  Mr. 
Pollard  in  the  situation  in  which  he  was  now  placed. 

Mr.  Aid.  YouHO  seconded  the  motion,  and  said  he  deeply  regretted, 
along  with  other  members  of  the  Council,  losing  the  services  of  ' 
Mr.  Pollard.     No  one  knew  better  than  he  did  the  valuable  life  Mr. 
Pollard  had  led. 

Mr.  Aid.  CowsN,  M.P.,  asked  whether  the  acceptance  of  Mr. 
Pollard's  resignation  was  voluntary  or  obligatory.  If  voluntary, 
the  Oonpcii  should  ask  Mr.  Pollard  to  reconsider  the  matter ;  and 
if  it  was  obligatory,  he  thought  the  Council  should  accompany  its 
acceptance  with  an  expression  of  sympathy  for  the  circumstances  in 
which  he  had  been  placed,  and  their  regret  at  his  loss  (hear,  hear). 
He  understood  that  the  misfortune  which  had  overtaken  the  Messrs. 
Pollard  was  only  such  as  was  common  to  all  persons  engaged  in 
large  and  speculative  transactions ;  but,  be  that  as  it  might,  Mr. 
Pollard  himself  could  have  had  small  part  in  producing  it ;  for  he  had 
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Tiiiaally,  if  not  legally,  been  abeolved  from  all  reeponaibilily  for  the 
transactiona  of  his  finn  for  a  loDg  time  past  He  had  been  for 
many  years  a  member  of  the  Conncil,  and  for  many  more  had  taken 
an  intelligent  and  nnoatentations  interest  in  the  public  affairs  of  the 
city.  He  had  discharged  the  double  duties  of  councillor  and  citizen 
with  exemplary  assiduity  and  conscientiousness.  His  politics  had 
been  without  acerbity,  and  his  charity  without  sectarianism.  (Hear, 
hear.^  There  nerer  was  a  case  of  suffering  brought  to  his  knowledge 
that  ne  did  not  striye  to  allemte  it  He  gaye  to  misery  not  only 
out  of  his  bounty,  but  what  was  much  more  di£Bcult  to  get — he  gave 
■enrice.  (Hear,  hear.)  If  a  man  was  oyertaken  by  calamity  in 
early  life,  or  even  in  ripened  manhood,  he  might,  by  application  and 
energy,  retrieye  himself.  But  when  it  came  to  one  pressed  with  the 
weight  of  more  than  four  score  years,  there  was  little  chance  of  his 
oyercoming  it  Happiness,  howeyer,  was  not  produced  by  what 
they  possessed,  but  by  what  they  were.  It  was  an  internal,  and  not 
an  external,  possession.  Whateyer  lot  the  future  may  haye  in  store 
for  their  colleague,  it  could  not  but  brighten  and  solace  his  waning 
years  to  be  assured  that,  though  broken  on  misfortune's  wheel,  he 
had  not  loat  the  good  opinion  and  appreciation  of  those  who  had 
known  him  longest  and  beet     (Applause.) 

Mr.  Aid.  HxDLiT  said  he  was  authorised  to  state  that  Mr. 
Pollard  wished  the  Ooundl  to  accept  his  resignaUon;  had  it 
been  otherwise,  he  would  haye  said  a  few  wwds  in  the  same 
direction  as  Mr.  Aid.  Oowen  had. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Aid.  Plummbb  :  With  an  expression  of  our  sympathy. 

TheMATOB:  Tes. 

XBB  sm  OF  THE  OOLUBOE  OV  MBDIOIVB  AMD  80XBEOB. 

The  Town  Clerk  read  the  following  letter  :— 

Dorham  College  of  Scienoe, 

NewcMtle-apon-Tyne,  October  24ih,  1883. 

To  the  Bight  Worsh/^fiU  the  Mayor  </ yeweadle-oi^TifM, 

Sir,— I  gather  from  the  pablio  reports  that  there  is  some  misanderitanding 
as  to  the  grounds  upon  which  the  authorities  of  the  Pdysioal  Scieiice  College 
intimateato  the  Chairman  of  the  Schoob  and  Charities  Committee  that  the 
Cricket  Field  site  might  be  accepted  as  an  alteroatiye  for  the  Boll  Park 
site,  and  I  think  it  is  of  great  importance  that  I  should  record  the  eiroom- 
stanoe  that  it  was  done  solely  on  account  of  their  desire  not  to  be  antagonistic 
to  any  member  of  the  Corporation  whose  yiews  might  be  against  the 
approjjriation  of  the  Bull  Park  site  for  any  building  purposes  whateyer.  I 
can  with  confidence  point  to  the  members  of  the  College  Counci],  whose 
names  are  well  known  to  yon,  as  a  thoroughly  representatiye  body  of  tlie 
yarions  Interests  inyolyed  in  this  Citjr,  and  as  ure  yon  that  there  has  nsyer 
been  a-noag  them  anv  differenoe  of  ophiion  that  the  Bull  Park  site  is  tiM 
most  desirable  of  all  that  have  been  under  consideration  by  the  College 
authorities,  and  they  belicYe  that  the  future  interests  of  Newcastle-upon« 
l^^e  will  be  best  anticipated  by  the  selection  of  the  Bull  Park  site,  and  I 
hope  thatb  notwithttanoiiig  the  adyerse  yote  which  has  beengiyen  in  yoar 
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Ckmodlt  ft  more  tw^mng  policy  will  pnTail,  Mid  ipiat  to  Um  oombioad 
Phyaioal  Scienoe  and  Medical  College  authoritiea  a  aite  worthy  of  ihia  Ci^. 
I  can  asBiire  yon  that  the  funds  ayailable  are  capable  o^  and  will  be 
fmmediately  applied  to  erecting  rach  Golle|;e  premiaee  as  will  justify  tha 
apbropriatioin  of  the  site  which  yoor  Onmcil  would  thus  afibrd. 
Hoping  that  your  further  d^aoussion   will  result  in  this  satisfactory 

I  beg  to  remain*  sir,  yonm  very  faithfully, 

Thso.  Wood  BunviNCh 
Seoretary  of  the  Durham  College  of  Sdenoc 

Mr.  Jaokbov  :  Did  we  offer  the  College  the  BqU  Park  eiteY 

The  Matob  :  Yes,  certainly. 

Mr.  Jackson  :  We  offered  what  we  had  no  right  to  da 

The  Mayor  :  We  offered  the  site,  sabject  to  our  getting  Parlia- 
mentary sanction. 

Mr.  Jaoksoh  :  Then  it  cannot  be  taken  as  a  poeitiye  offer. 

The  Matob  :  It  was  a  conditional  offer. 

A  deputation  of  ratepayers,  comprising  Messrs.  E^  M.  Bain- 
bridge,  John  GloTcr,  John  Philipson,  W.  K  Franklin,  N.  H. 
Martin,  and  Benjamin  Noble,  were  introduced  by  Mr.  Aid.  Oail  to 
support  the  granting  of  the  Bull  Park  site  to  the  coUeges. 

Mr.  EL  M.  Bainbridge  said  that  he  and  the  gentlemen  accom- 
panying him  had  been  deputed  to  represent  the  town  of  Newcastle. 
He  widied  some  one  more  able  to  do  justice  to  the  subject  had  been 
selected  to  be  spokesman ;  but  he  presumed  he  had  been  selected  as 
being  a  Tcry  old  inhabitant  of  Newcastle  and  a  very  large  ratepayer. 
They  were  all  agreed  that,  in  erecting  a  building  for  the  teaching  of 
physical  science,  it  was  yery  desirable  that  the  yery  best  site  pos- 
sible should  be  selected,  and  if  they  failed  to  make  a  right  selection 
now  it  was  a  mistake  that  they  made,  and  made  for  eyer.  That 
being  the  case,  it  was  yery  desirable  that  they  should  carefully  look 
not  merely  to  the  present  requirements  of  the  town,  but  to  the 
future  requirements  of  this  fast  growing  community.  Representing, 
as  the  Oonnoil  did,  the  most  important  city  in  the  North  of  Eng- 
land— a  city  that  was  growing  in  importance  eyery  day — ^it  was 
exceedingly  desirable  that  such  a  selection  should  be  made,  that  in 
future  when  their  children  and  grandchildren  looked  at  what  they 
had  done  they  would  not  say  that  they  had  made  a  huge  mistaka 
He  thought  every  one  present  would  see  that  with  respect  to  the 
building  in  which  they  were  then  assembled,  it  was  a  great  mistake 
to  make  a  Town  Hall  in  that  **  cribbed,  cabined,  and  confined  "  place. 
It  had  been  a  great  mistake,  their  ancestors  would  say  if  they  could 
return,  to  have  planted  the  Infirmary  where  it  was.  It  would  be  a 
yery  serious  mistake  were  they  to  put  down  the  College  buildings  in 
the  Bath  Road.  He  thought  the  Town  Moor  site  appeared  to  be 
of  all  other  places  the  most  desirable  for  the  erection  of  such  a  build- 
ing as  was  contemplated.    He  trusted  the  gentlemen  present  would 
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oarafiilly  look  at  this  matter  in  all  its  bearingSy  and  that  the  reeali 
of  their  deliberations  woald  be  to  select  the  site  in  the  Bnll  Pbrk. 
If  so,  he  belieyed  they  woald  have  the  hearty  ooncnrrence  of  the 
large  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  important  city. 

Mr.  John  Glover  said  that  physical  and  all  other  sciences  were 
as  yet  in  their  infancy.  Newcastle  was  growing  rapidly ;  and  the 
accommodation  for  the  teaching  of  those  sciences  ought  to  be  sach 
as  woald  admit  of  almost  nnlimited  extension.  They  could  apply 
this  remark,  without  any  argument  on  his  part,  to  the  Bnll  Park 
site  as  against  the  Cricket  Field  site. 

Mr.  John  Philipson  said  they  were  present  not  as  a  deputation 
from  the  Oolite  of  Science,  but  simply  as  citizens  to  appeal  to  the 
Council  to  carefully  consider  this  qnestion.  Physical  and  other 
sciences  were  in  their  infancy,  and  a  large  college  should  be 
erected  in  as  prominent  a  place  as  possible ;  and  the  deputation 
asked  the  Council  to  consider  whether  the  Bull  Park  site  had  not 
many  advantages  over  the  other  site. 

The  Matob  said  this  was  a  question  on  which  it  was  important 
that  the  Council  should  know  t&e  feelings  of  the  town ;  and  he  was 
sure  the  Council  would  appreciate  the  feelings  of  the  gentlemen  who 
formed  the  deputation. 

Mr.  HsHJEBLL  asked  if  the  deputation  represented  any  particular 
body  of  ratepayers,  or  any  meeting  which  had  been  held. 

Mr.  J.  Philipson :  No,  it  is  quite  an  independent  deputation. 
We  only  come  as  large  ratepayera 

The  deputation  withdrew. 

THE  MUHIOIPAL   SLBOTIOMS. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlit  proposed  "  that  Mr.  Alderman  Angus  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  chosen  by  the  Council  to  execute  the  powers  and  duties  of 
the  Mayor  as  to  the  election  of  Councillors  on  1st  November  next,  the 
Mayor  being  incapable  of  executing  those  powers  and  duties  by  reason 
of  being  a  candidate  for  re-election  as  a  Councillor  for  All  Saints* 
East  Ward." 

Mr.  Aid.  Stipbbnsoh  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

OORPOBATION  PBOPBBTT  AND  LAND. 

Mr.  Babdbbson  asked  the  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee 
what  steps  have  been  taken  to  carry  out  the  resolution  passed  by  the 
Council  on  April  5th,  1882,  respecting  the  property  and  land  be- 
longing to  the  Corporation. 

Mr.  Aid.  HxDLBY  said  the  subject  was  receiving  the  attention  of 
the  Finance  Committee.  There  had  been  negotiations  for  the  sale 
of  a  great  deal  of  property  situate  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
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Oooncil  Ghftmber.     It  was  the  wish  of  the  Oommittee  to  dispose  of 
ihe  property  as  fast  they  could,  with  advantage  to  the  town. 

LBA8BS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlst,  seconded  hy  Mr.  Aid. 
Btbphbnsoh,  it  was  resolved  to  seal  the  following  leases  : — 


)  of  a  piece  of  ground,  containing  122  sqaare  yards,  situate  at  Somerset 
Terrace,  Walker,  to  Andrew  McKeon ;  rent,  £2  Is. ;  term,  75  years  from 
29th  September  htst. 

Lease  of  a  piece  of  ground,  oontainine  284  square  yards,  situate  at 
Boundary  Street,  Willioston  Quay,  to  Jonn  Fenwick ;  rent,  £4  14b.  8d.  ; 
tenn,  75  years  from  29th  September  last. 

Lease  of  a  piece  of  ground,  containing  327  square  yards,  situate  at  Church 
Street,  Walker,  to  John  Simpson ;  rent,  £6  3s. ;  term,  75  years  from  29th 
September  last. 

Lease  of  a  piece  of  ground,  containing  253  square  yards,  situate  at  Mitchell 
Street,  Walker,  to  Thomas  Topping ;  rent,  £4  14s.  lOd ;  term,  75  years  from 
29th  September  last 

PUR0HA8B  OF  LAND  AT  JB8M0ND  BOAD. 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLSOH  moved  the  ftealing  of  an  appointment  of  snr- 
yeyors  to  fix  the  amoant  of  purchase  money  to  be  paid  for  the  piece 
of  groand  containing  187  square  yards,  situate  in  Jesmond  Boad, 
belon^ng  to  the  Master  and  Brethren  of  the  Hospital  of  Saint  Mary 
the  Virgin.  He  said  the  groand  had  been  taken  to  widen  the  road 
at  the  Minories. 

Mr.  0.  B.  Smith  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

TBS  8ITB  FOR  THB  OOLLBOB  OF  SOIBNOB  AND  MBDICIKB. 

Mr.  0.  8.  8mith  presented  following  report  :— 

The  Town  Moor  Management  Oommittee  have  to  report  to  the  Coonoil 
that  tiiey  have  had  before  them  the  memorial  from  the  College  of  Medicine 
and  the  College  of  Science,  at  Newcastle,  presented  to  the  Uonnoil  on  the 
13th  June  last,  praying  for  a  site  on  the  Bnll  Park,  Town  Moor,  for  their 
proposed  new  building,  on  the  terms  previously  submitted  to  the  Corpora- 
tion bv  the  College  of  Science,  and  after  consideration  of  the  same  nave 
passed  the  following  resolution,  which  thev  now  submit  to  the  Gounoii  for 
confirmation  — "  Seeing  the  difficulties  and  delay  attending  the  obtaining  of 
the  site  at  the  Bull  Parte,  on  the  North  Eoad,  by  the  Colleges  of  Science  and 
Medicine,  this  committee  approves  of  the  action  of  the  Schools  and  Charities 
Conmiittee  in  resolving  to  recommend  the  Council  to  grant  a  site  in  the 
Cricket  Field,  Bath  B^d,  subject  to  the  consent  of  the  Charity  Commis- 
sioners, and  have  to  decline  to  recommend  the  Council  to  grant  a  site  at  the 
Bull  Park,  on  the  North  Road." 

Chaklbs  S.  Smith,  Vice-Chairman. 

Town  Hall,  11th  October,  1888. 

Mr.  Aid.  TouNO  asked  how  many  members  of  the  oommittee 
voted  in  favour  of  the  recommendation. 

Mr.  0.  8.  Smith  :  I  think  the  voting  was  12  for  the  report  and 
abont  6  against  it. 
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Mr.  Aid.  AHcnm  presented  the  following  report  :— 

The  Sohoolfl  and  Charities  Oominittae  haye  to  report  to  the  Ooimeil  tiiat 
they  have  had  nnder  ooDaideration  the  offer  from  the  above  odUegea  for  a  site 
in  the  Oicket  Field,  Bath  Boad,  for  the  erection  of  a  new  ooll^A^  and  in 
reference  thereto  have  passed  the  following  resolution : — 'VRiat  the 
secretary  of  the  ooUeoes  be  informed  that,  failing  the  oonsent  of  the  Gonnoil 
befog  given  to  the  safo  to  the  colleges  of  a  site  in  the  Ball  Park,  this  oam- 
mittee  is  prepsied  to  recommend  the  Cooncil  to  accept  the  offer  of  the 
colleges  for  two  acres  in  the  Cricket  Field,  at  lOs.  6d.  per  yard»  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  Charity  Commissioners. 

JoKATBAV  Akous,  ChaiimaD. 

October,  1883. 

TBI  BBOBEAnOH  OROUND  OH  HUH'B  MOOB. 

Mr.  0.  S.  Smith  presented  the  following  report : — 

The  Town  Moor  Management  Committee  have  to  report  that  in  aooordanoe 
with  the  following  resolntion  passed  by  the  Council  on  the  4th  July  last,  vis. : — 
*'  That  the  Town  Moor  Management  Committee  be  requested  to  negotiate 
with  the  stewards  of  the  freemen  for  the  inclosing  and  laymg  ont  of  25  aorss 
of  the  Nan's  Moor  for  the  nse  and  recreation  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  weak 
end  of  the  city,  and  report  thereon  to  the  Council;"  they  have  had  negotia- 
tions with  the  freemen,  and  they  have  now  to  reoommend  to  the  Coonofl 
that  an  annual  rental  of  £4  (four  pound)  per  acre  be  paid  for  the  ground. 

Your  oommittee  ask  the  Council  to  confirm  this  reoommendati<Mi,  and 
further  that  the^  may  receive  instructions  to  proceed  with  the  carrying  oat 
of  the  work,  estmiates  for  which  will  be  submitted  to  the  Council  hereafter. 

ChaUiBB  S.  Smith,  VIoe-Oiairmaii. 

THB  WATBR  BUPFLT  OF  BTKBX. 

Mr.  YouLL  presented  the  following  report  i — 

The  Gas  and  Water  Committee  have  to  report  to  the  Counoil  that  «t  a 
meeting,  held  on  the  9th  instant,  they  considered  the  complaints  made  at 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  rdative  to  the  Water  Supply  of  Byker  and 
Elswiok,  and  by  their  direction  the  following  letter  was  written  to  the 
Water  Company,  via.  :— 

"Town  Clerk's  Office,  Town  H£U, 

'*Newcastle-upon-'^7ne,  9th  October,  1883^ 
"  Dear  Sir,— Serious  complaints  have  been  made  to  the  Corporation  of  «n 
insuffiflient  supply  of  water  at  Byker  and  Elswick.  These  complidnts  have 
been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Gas  and  Water  Conmkittee,  and  I  am 
directed  to  enqoire,  for  the  information  of  the  oommittee,  what  stepa  ace 
proposed  to  be  taken  by  the  Water  Company  to  remedy  the  state  of  thingp 
complained  of. 

"Yours  faithfully, 
<'  Geo.  Smith,  Esq.,  Secretary,  «  Hill  Motum." 

Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company.** 

To  whioh  the  Town  Clerk  received  the  following  reply  i— 

«  The  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company  Offices, 
"Polioe  Court  Buildings,  Pilgrim  Street, 

*'Newoastle-on-Tyne,  9th  October,  188S. 
'*  Dear  Sir, — ^In  reply  to  your  letter  of  to-day's  date,  I  am  desired  by  tlia 
Directors  to  inform  you  that  they  have  to-day  asseuted  to  the 


demanded  b^  the  Byker  Bridge  Company  for  wayieave  across  Byker  Bridge, 
and  instructions  have  been  given  to  our  engineer  to  eommeaoe  forthwitii  to 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


18B8.] 


KBWCA8TLR  COUNCIL.  449 


Ifty  an  18  in.  pipe^in  ocmtmuatioa  of  the  18  in.  pipe  already  laid  to  the 
apjproach  of  the  Bridge  acnroes  the  Bridge  to  Shields  Boad,  and  thenoe  by 
a  16  in.  pipe  to  Byker  Hill. 

"  Tour  letter  ia  the  flnt  intimation  that  we  have  reeeived  of  any  insnffi. 
dent  supply  of  water  at  Blswiok,  and  the  Direotors  ean  ooly  oonolode  that 
any  eompliunts  mnst  have  arisen  from  looal  dronmstanoea,  probably  by 
tike  ontting  off  of  oonneotion  in  oonaeqaenoe  of  thaiowering  of  the  pipes  in 
Hamsterl^  Boad,  which  is  now  being  carried  oat  at  the  reqaeat  of  the 
Corporation.    I  shall  be  glad»  however,  to  be  informed  of  the  names  and 


addresses  of  the  persons  from  whom  complaints  haye  been  reoeiTed,  so  that 
r  be  immediately  enquired  into. 

"  I  r«»main,  yours  faithfolly, 


'  Gio.  Bmizb,  Seoratavy." 
"  Hill  Motnm,  Eiq.,  Town  Clerk,  Newcastle.'* 

The  oommittee  have  since  had  the  matter  under  farther  oonsideratian, 
and  they  beiieve  that  the  laying  of  an  extra  water  main  across  the  Byker 
Bridse  will  ensnre  an  eflfioient  supply  of  water  to  Byker ;  and  with  regard 
to  Bbwiok,  it  appears  that  the  oaose  of  complaint  was  due  to  looal  oiroam- 
stanoesy  aa  stated  in  the  letter  ot  the  Secretary  of  the  Company. 
Dated  this  Nineteenth  day  of  October,  1888. 

J.  OiBSOK  ToiTLL,  Deputy-Chaimian. 

OOBFOBATION  8T00K. 

Mr.  Aid.  HxDLBT  preiented  •  report  from  the  Finanoe  Oom- 
mittee, reoommending  the  Coanoil  to  seal  stock  oertificates  to  the 
amount  of  £50,000,  being  the  whole  of  the  last  creation.  He 
moved  the  confirmation  of  the  report,  and  the  sealing  of  stock 
certificates,  numbers  248  U>  277;  and  new  stock  certificates  on 
transfers,  numbers  278  and  279,  in  lieu  of  certificate  number  232. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stkpbbvsov  aeoonded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

1I0DB8  OV  BOBlBflS  FBOM  PUBLIC  BUILDIiroa. 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLsov  said  he  presented  at  the  preyious  meeting  of  the 
Coundl  a  report  of  the  Town  Improvement  Committee  relative  to 
the  modes  of  egress  from  public  buildings,  churches,  and  chapels  in 
Newcastle  [p.  412J.  He  was  glad  to  say  that  in  the  majority  of 
cases  the  recommendations  had  been  complied  with.  Messrs.  Ellis 
and  Sanderson  were  making  a  similar  investigation  in  regard  to 
public  schools,  and  their  report,  when  presented,  would  be  laid  before 
the  ConndL  The  report  already  presented  contained  no  recom- 
mendations, and  did  not  need  confirming. 

WtDBVINO  OV  OBOBOB's  BOAD 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  moved  the  confirmation  of  the  report  of  the 
Town  Improvement  Oommittee,  recommending  the  purchase,  from 
Mr.  W.  A.  Fnrness,  of  a  piece  of  land  at  Guorge*s  road,  for  the 
purpose  of  widening  the  road  ;  price  J^SOO  [p.  412]. 

Mr.  Aid  Gail  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

k2 
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VVWOASTLB  QUAY  1CA8TBB. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlky  moved  the  confirmation  of  the  report  of  the 
Finance  Oommittee  recommending  that  Captain  Edward  Spenoe  be 
appointed  Qaay  Master  [p.  417]. 

Mr.  Stephens  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  WiL  Smith  said  some  explanation  should  be  giyen  to  the 
Council  relative  to  the  daal  appointment  of  Quay  and  Harbour 
Masters  at  Newcastle,  which  caused  an  increase  of  salary  to  be  paid 
bv  the  ratepayers  of  the  town.  Their  representatives  in  the  Tyne 
Commission  should  give  some  explanation.  He  understood  that  the 
gentleman  appointed  by  the  Commissioners  neglected  his  duties — 
that  when  he  was  wanted  he  could  not  be  found  ;  and  the  Council 
had  now  to  appoint  another  officer  at  an  increased  salary  of  £80  a 
year,  and  so  created  a  dual  appointment,  which  was  objectionable. 
The  Quay  Master  had  no  control  over  the  berthing  of  ships ;  the 
only  thing  he  could  control  was  the  landing  of  goods,  and  keeping 
the  Quay  clear.  It  was  unwise  that  the  Council  and  the  Tjne 
Commissioners  should  not  agree  upon  one  person  holding  the  offices 
of  Harbour  and  Quay  Master. 

Mr.  Stephens  said  the  Corporation  had  paid  £100  a  year  to  the 
Harbour  Master,  and  the  Tyne  Commission  £150  a  year.  The 
salary  paid  by  the  Corporation  to  Captain  Spence,  as  Deputy  Quay 
Master,  was  £120  a  year;  aiid  it  was  now  proposed  to  give  him 
£200  a  year ;  but,  as  the  Corporation  would  cease  to  pay  £100  a 
year  to  the  Harbour  Master,  there  would  really  be  a  saving  of  £20 
a  year.  A  deputation  from  the  Finance  Committee  waited  upon  a 
committee  of  the  Tyne  Commissioners,  and  pointed  out  that  Captain 
Wilson  was  not  doing  his  duty  ;  that,  whenever  a  large  ship  was  to 
berthed,  he  was  not  to  be  found  ;  he  gave  only  half-an-hour  a  day 
on  the  Quay  ;  and  the  committee  were  asked  to  make  enq^uiry  into 
the  subject.  The  Commissioners*  Committee  made  enquiries,  which, 
he  believed,  were  limited  The  names  of  people  who  give  informa- 
tion were  given,  but  he  did  not  know  whether  the  committee  went 
to  them  or  not.  The  Finance  Committee  thought  the  work  waa 
being  neglected,  and  thought  it  better  to  make  Captain  Spence 
Quay  Master,  independent  of  the  Commissioners'  Harbour  Master. 
As  to  the  dual  authority,  the  Commissioners'  Harbour  Master  could 
thwart  the  Newcastle  Quay  Master  whenever  he  liked  by  refusing 
to  put  a  ship  in  a  certain  position,  or  refusing  to  move  a  ship.  The 
Council  could  not  help  themselves.  The  Commissioners  declined  to 
discharge  Captain  Wilson.  Captain  Spence  would  be  able  to 
attend  to  the  interests  of  this  Corporation.  They  must  leave 
the  matter  to  work  itself  out,  as  it  undoubtedly  would  in  a 
short  time. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  said  thnre  was  no  doubt  this  matter  would 
work  itself  oot.  A  deputation  from  the  Finance  Committee  waited 
upon  the  Harbour  and  Ferry  Committee  of  the  Commisaionen,  but 
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the  Harbour  and  Ferry  Committee  did  not  report  in  favonr  of  the 
Commissioners  adopting  the  change  recommended  by  the  Finance 
Committee.  He  thought  a  change  was  desirable,  and  he  beliered 
the  time  wonld  come  when  it  wonld  be  brought  abont.  The  Com- 
missioners had  great  interests  to  serve,  and  were  a  traly  conser- 
yatiye  body,  and  did  not  change  readily,  and  he  wonld  counsel 
this  Council  to  leave  this  matter  where  it  is,  and  abide  the  result 
of  events. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

KEW  BATHS  AXD  WASHHOUSES. 

Mr.  Aid.  HsDLBT  moved  the  confirmation  of  the  report  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  recommending  an  application  to  the  Local 
Qovernment  Board  for  consent  to  t))0(^w  money  for  the  |)ttroha8e  of 
sites  for,  and  the  erection  of,  balhs  and  washhonses  at  Elswick, 
Westgate,  and  Bjker  [p.  417]. 

Mr.  Gray  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

THE  NEW  IKFBOriOVS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  moved  the  confirmation  of  the  report  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee  relative  to  the  plans  of  the  new  Infectious 
Difieases  Hospital  at  Heaton  [p.  417].  He  said  the  Council,  having 
selected  a  site  at  Heaton,  instructed  the  committee  to  procure  plans. 
An  advertisement  was  issued  asking  for  plans,  and  it  was  arranged 
that  the  same  course  should  be  adopted  as  was  taken  by  the  Watch 
Committee  respecting  the  plans  for  Westgate  Road  station.  Mr. 
Worthington,  a  gentleman  high  in  his  profession,  and  recommended 
by  the  President  of  the  Institute  of  British  Architects  as  a  man  of 
ability  and  thoroughly  reliable,  was  appointed  adjudicator.  The 
committee  placed  the  plans  in  Mr.  Worthington's  hand,  and  his 
report  was  embodied  in  the  report  of  the  committee  Mr.  Worth- 
ington awarded  the  first  place  to  the  design  marked  with  a  -)-  ;  the 
second  place  to  the  plan  with  the  motto  "  Isolation  (A  and  B)  " ; 
and  the  third  place  to  the  plan  with  the  motto  '*  Sunlight  and  Air '' ; 
and  recommended  that  the  premium  of  £50  be  equally  divided 
between  the  two  latter.  The  committee  did  not  know  who  the 
fortunate  persons  selected  by  Mr.  Worthington  were  until  after 
his  adjudication  had  been  made.  The  committee  decided  to 
recommend  the  Council  to  adopt  Mr.  Worthin^rton's  awards, 
and  it  was  not  until  after  coming  to  this  decision  that  the 
sealsof  the  letters  were  broken,  and  then  they  ascertained  the 
names  of  the  competitors.  He  was  glad  to  say  that  it  was  a 
townsman  to  whom  the  first  place  had  been  awarded — Mr.  A. 
B.  C.  Qibson ;  the  second  place  to  Messrs.  Landsell  and 
Severton,  London ;  and  the  third  place  to  Messrs.  Bradshaw 
and  Qass,  Bolton. 
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Mr.  C*  B.  Smith  seoonded  Uie  confirmation  of  the  report 

Mr.  BiRKBTT  moved  an  amendment  to  the  e£Eect  *'  that  the  report 
be  not  adopted,  and  that  the  scheme  for  bailding  the  hospital  at 
Heaton  be  abandoned.*'  He  said  he  was  fully  alive  to  the  care, 
thought,  and  attention  which  the  Oonncil  had  already  giyen  to  this 
subject,  but  he  felt  bound  to  propose  this  amendment  on  behalf  of 
the  people  living  at  the  east  end  of  the  town.  The  population  at  the 
east  end  had  been  growing  very  rapidly,  and  was  likely  to  continue 
growing.  In  the  event  of  Byker  Bridge  being  freed  from  toll,  all 
the  land  around  the  proposed  hospital  would  be  built  upon  in  the 
course  of  six  or  eight  years,  and  to  place  a  hospital  there  would  be 
against  the  commercial  and  social  interests  of  the  people.  The 
hospital  would  border  upon  two  main  roads.  It  wonld  not  be  such 
a  serions  matter  if  the  building  was  intended  to  be  only  a  fever 
hospital,  but  when  they  took  into  account  the  fact  that  it  was  to  be 
also  a  small -pox  hospital  the  danger  to  the  district  became  evident 
Within  a  radius  of  half  a  mile  of  the  site  was  half  the  portion  of  the 
business  part  of  Byker,  and  it  could  not  be  the  wish  of  the 
Oonncil  to  destroy  the  expectations  and  hope  which  the  people  at 
tiie  east  end  had  for  the  prosperity  of  the  neighbourhood  and 
the  development  of  its  trade.  It  would  be  very  unkind 
indeed  for  poor  patients  to  be  brought,  when  in  a  weak  condition, 
from  the  west  end  of  the  town,  some  a  distance  of  perhaps  four 
miles,  to  a  hospital  at  Heaton  ;  and  on  this  point  it  was  worth 
while  the  (jouncil  reconsidering  this  subject  It  was  mainly 
in  regard  to  small-pox  that  they  had  any  fear  at  the  east 
end;  and  he  thought  it  would  be  dangerous  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  city  generally  to  have  people  suffering  from  small-pox  brought 
through  the  city  to  the  east  end.  A  site  might  be  got  out  of  the 
dty  for  a  small-pox  hospital  to  which  patients  could  be  taken  by 
certain  roads,  instead  of  having  to  be  taken  through  the  main 
thoroughfares.  The  reason  why  the  people  at  the  east  end  had  not 
earlier  brought  the  matter  before  the  Council  was  that,  because  of  the 
short  reports  given  in  the  newspapers,  people  had  not  had  full 
information  as  to  what  was  the  intention  of  the  Oorporation  ;  but 
now  that  the  people  had  become  fully  alive  to  the  subject  they  were 
extremely  anxious  that  another  site  should  be  selected.  Thej 
thought  it  would  be  harsh  and  unkind  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  east 
end  to  have  a  small-pox  hospital  placed  there.  £Ifforts  had  been 
made  to  secure  sites  in  other  localities,  but  the  residents  in  the 
various  localities  objected  to  the  Council  building  a  hospital  in  their 
neighbourhood,  and  now  it  was  proposed  to  place  it  in  the  midst  of 
a  population  of  the  poorer  class.  That  was  unfair.  There  was  no 
epidemic  at  the  present  time,  and  farther  invesUgation  could  be 
made  so  that  the  most  suitable  site  for  an  hospital  might  be 
obtained. 

Mr.  TsMPLK  seconded  the  amendment     He  said  be  Lad  from  the 
first  opposed  the  erection  of  an  hospital  on  the  Heaton  site.     The 
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OorpoffatioD  were  the  owners  of  the  iMid  at  HeatoD,  and  in  a  very 
ahort  time  it  mast  come  into  the  market  for  building  sites  ;  and  it 
would  be  a  great  mistake  to  bnild  an  hospital  on  the  land.  The 
houses  whidbi  woald  be  erected  woald  be  tenemented  or  small  hboseSy 
which,  as  a  rule,  very  mnch  added  to  what  was  commonly  called  *'  sur- 
face crowding/'  which  was  a  great  thing  they  had  to  contend  with 
in  regard  to  sanitary  matters.  In  Byker  and  Elswick,  where  work- 
ing men*8  dwellings  were,  the  land  was  orercrowded ;  and  the 
necessary  resnlt  was  a  bad  sanitary  condition,  and  less  health  among 
the  people.  The  Oorporation  land  at  Heaton  wonld  develop  into  a 
place  for  workmen's  dwellings  ;  and  yet  it  was  now  proposed  to 
place  an  hospital  in  the  centre  of  what,  in  a  short  time,  would  be 
a  mass  of  population.  The  argument  against  the  hospital  in  Bath 
Liine  had  been  that,  within  a  given  area,  the  spread  of  small-pox 
had  been  ^i^reater  near  the  hospital,  and  as  the  distance  increased  it 
became  less.  If  an  hospital  was  bad  at  Bath  Lane,  it  would  be 
equally  bad  at  Heaton.  To  his  mind  the  greatest  objection  to  the 
Heaton  site  was  the  distance  the  sewage  would  have  to  go  between 
the  hospital  and  the  river.  The  Corporation,  he  believed  conjointly 
with  Bir  William  Armstrong  and  others,  had  made  a  sewer 
in  the  district;  and  he  believed  the  sewage  from  the  hospital 
wonld  have  to  run  two  miles  before  entering  the  river.  The  east 
end  of  the  town  was  in  this  matter  sadly  handicapped  on  account  of 
the  few  representatives  it  had.  When  sites  in  other  parts  of  the 
town  were  mentioned,  it  was  always  said  ''  take  the  hospital  to 
Byker ;  "  and  ultimately  it  was  decided  to  go  to  the  Heaton  site, 
which  practicaUy  meant  Byker.  He  thought  the  old  hospital  at 
Byker  was  the  best  place  they  could  get ;  and  the  distance  from  it 
to  the  rivex  was  so  short,  and  the  indination  so  great,  that  a  sewer 
could  be  easily  constructed  to  carry  away  the  sewage ;  and  there 
would  be  little  fear  of  disease  arising  from  fever  germs  getting  into 
the  drain.  Mr.  Birkett  had  pleaded  on  behalf  of  the  poor  people  at 
the  east  end  of  the  town.  Had  it  being  proposed  to  place  the 
hospital  at  the  doors  of  any  of  the  Council,  or  pf  any  people 
supposed  to  be  in  a  little  better  social  position,  and  living  in  larger 
hojses — Jesmond  to  wit— the  whole  of  the  residents  would  have 
been  up  in  arms.  If  Jesmond  objected  to  having  the  hospital,  why 
take  it  to  Byker  t  Because  the  residents  at  Byker  could  not  defend 
themselves),  and  could  not  send  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  repre- 
sent them  in  the  Council.  He  had  been  speaking  purelv  on  the 
sanitary  aspects  of  the  question,  and  not  in  reference  to  the  plans. 
He  had  not  seen  any  of  the  plans,  excepting  one  ground  plan,  but 
he  had  been  told  by  people  who  were  not  biased  in  the  matter,  that^ 
of  the  plans  laid  before  Mr.  Worthington,  the  one  selected  was 
unquesiionably  the  best  plan. 

Mr.  DiouHSOH  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  support  the  amend- 
ment He  would  like  to  know  from  the  chairman  of  the  Sanitary 
Committee  if  they  had  cousidereJ  the  question  of  purchasing  ships 
to  serve  as  floating  hospitals  on  the  Tjrne.      He  htA  always  hdd 
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that  the  wisest  plsn  woald  be  for  the  town  to  have  a  floatiiig 
hospital  for  small-pox  patients.  There  were  sach  hospitals  on  the 
Thames  and  other  large  rivers  ;  and  he  asked  the  Committee 
whether  they  woald  not,  even  at  the  eleventh  hoor,  adopt  this 
suggestion. 

Mr.  Oarsv  said  he  understood  that^  after  fighting  for  three  or 
fonr  years,  the  question  of  the  site  of  the  hospital  had  been 
definitely  settled ;  and  it  was  now  somewhat  late  in  the  day  to 
question  the  decision  already  arrived  at  He  need  not  remind  the 
Council  of  the  trouble  there  had  been  to  find  a  site  inside  or  outside 
of  the  borough.  All  the  questions  raised  to-day  had  been 
answered  in  one  way  or  another  to  the  satisfactioa  of  the  Council  ; 
and  at  last  it  was  decided  that  the  site  at  Heaton  was  the  best  that^ 
nnder  all  the  conditions,  could  be  got  Mr.  Birkett  objected  to  an 
infectious  diseases  hospital  being  put  in  the  midst  of  a  large  popula- 
tion of  poor  people;  but  he  (Mr.  Carse)  would  remind  the  Council 
that  the  site  comprised  ten  acres  of  land ;  and  that  land  would  be 
planted  with  trees.  The  extent  of  the  site  would  enable  the  Cor- 
poration to  keep  all  buildings  a  considerable  distance  from  the 
hospital.  The  committee  were  not  proposing  at  the  present 
moment  to  build  a  small-pox  hospital  The  plans  were  for  an 
infectious  diseases  hospital  ;  and  a  small-pox  hospital  was  not 
named  on  them. 

Mr.  Tbmplb  asked  whether  an  infectious  diseases  hospital  did  not 
include  a  small-pox  hospital. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gbbqson  :  Certainly ;  the  most  infectious  and  the  most 
deadly  of  all  diseases  is  small-pox. 

Mr.  Cabsb  :  There  was  no  proposal  before  the  Council  for 
building  a  small-pox  hospital.  The  fear  arising  from  having  an 
hospital,  placed  in  the  midst  of  ten  acres  of  land,  arose  altogether 
from  a  misapprehension  of  the  nature  of  disease.  If  they  looked 
iuto  the  authorities  upon  this  subject  it  would  be  found  that  inside 
buildings,  about  15  feet  in  a  lateral  direction,  was  about  the  extent 
in  whidi  infection  was  likely  to  arise  from  fever  ;  and  in  the  open 
air,  especially  when  there  were  plenty  of  trees  planted  in  the  grounds, 
the  danger  of  infection  was  nil  If  the  hospital  was  not  erected  at 
Heaton,  where  must  it  be  placed  7  There  were  roads  on  two  sides 
of  the  Heaton  site,  and  trees  and  shrubs  would  be  planted  at  the 
sides.  He  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  say  that  the  committee 
never  thought  of  going  to  Heaton  to  inflict  injury  upon  the  people. 
There  was  a  good  deal  of  sentimentality  about  this  matter  of  infec- 
tion. Mr.  Temple  thought  there  would  be  a  large  population  of 
poor  people  at  Heaton,  and  he  (Mr.  Carse)  thought  it  would  be 
more  useful  to  have  an  hospital  placed,  under  sufficient  safeguards, 
where  it  would  be  most  likely  to  be  wanted.  The  question  of 
draiaage,  and  the  old  Byker  site  had  been  discussed  over  and  over 
again.  In  the  estimation  of  the  committee  and  the  Council  the 
site  of  the  old  Byker  hospital  was  not  to  be  compared  with  the  site 
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ehoBen.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Sanitary  Oommittee  this  morning 
be  asked  the  City  Engineer  whether  he  was  snre  he  was  right  as  to 
the  drainage  of  the  Heaton  site,  and  the  Engineer  replied  that  he 
was  snre  he  ooald  drain  from  the  Heaton  site  as  well  as  from  any 
other  site  in  Newcastle.  There  did  not  seem  to  be  any  objection 
to  the  selected  plana  He  had  seen  all  the  plans,  and  thought 
Mr.  Gibson's  groand  plan  and  other  arrangements  the  best 
submitted. 

Mr.  Hbmzell  asked  whether  the  Council  oonld  adopt  the  amend- 
ment without  the  former  resolution  of  the  Council  being  first 
rescinded.  On  the  last  occasion  he  ?oted  for  the  adoption  of  the  old 
Byker  hospital  site,  and  if  the  amendment  opened  out  the  question 
of  site  he  would  ?ote  for  it. 

The  Matob  :  The  amendment  is  ''  That  the  scheme  for  building 
the  hospital  at  Heaton,"  be  abandoned.  I  think  that  is  a  fair 
amendment  to  the  report. 

Mr.  Aid.  Cai^  said  the  Moor  hemmed  in  the  town  on  the  north 
side,  and  the  town  coald  only  extend  eastward  or  westward.  The 
site  at  Heaton  belonged  to  the  Corporation ;  and,  as  the  question  of 
the  site  had  been  so  thoroughly  discussed  at  previous  meetings,  it 
was  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a  long  argument  again.  Mr.  Birkett 
spoke  of  the  hardship  of  patients  being  taken  from  the  west  end  to 
Heaton,  but  the  same  hardship  would  occur  if  patients  had  to  be 
taken  from  the  east  end  to  a  hospital  at  the  west  end.  As  a  Tyne 
Commissioner,  he  would  object  to  the  Corporation  haying  a  large 
floating  hospital  on  the  Tjne. 

Mr.  YouLL  said  that  if  Mr.  Carse  spoke  with  the  authority  of 
the  Sanitary  Committee,  when  he  said  that  small-pox  patients  were 
not  to  be  taken  to  Byker,  then  the  sting  was  lakeu  uut  of  the 
objection  of  Mr.  Birkett.  They  must  consider  what  the  Sanitary 
Committee  had  done  in  the  past.  At  Bath  Lane  there  was  a  fever 
hospital,  and,  with  all  dne  respect  to  the  opinion  of  the  Mayor  and 
Town  Clerk,  he  maintained  they  had  no  right  to  take  small-pox 
patients  there;  and  yet  they  had  had  the  place  filled  in  the  last 
year  or  two  with  small-pox  patients.  [Mr.  Winter  :  No].  Well, 
they  had  had  a  large  number  of  small-pox  patients  there;  and 
commenced  to  put  up  in  Bath  Lsne  a  new  erection  ;  and  it  was 
only  by  the  better  judgment  of  the  members  that  that  work  was 
stopped.  The  effect  of  taking  small-pox  patients  to  Bath  Lane 
developed  in  the  course  of  three  or  four  weeks ;  small-pox  broke 
out  in  Stowell  Street ;  and  it  was  proved  to  have  been  caused  by 
the  small-pox  patients  at  Bath  Lane.  He  was  interested  in  the 
matter  on  behalf  of  Dr.  Rutherford,  who  was  anxious  about  the 
effect  on  the  schools ;  and  evidence  was  obtained  proving  that  if 
15  or  20  small-pox  patients  were  brought  into  a  district,  in  the 
course  of  three  weeks  or  a  month,  there  would  be  an  epidemic  of 
small-pox  within  half  or  three  quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  hospital. 
The  best  course   to    adopt  was  to  erect  a  temporary    hospital 
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on  the  Moor  wh<m  there  was  ftti  epidemic  of  small-pok,  aud 
confine  the  new  hospital  at  Ueaton  to  fever  cases,  and  Mr. 
Birkett  would  perhaps  withdraw  the  ameudment.  If  it  was 
intended  to  use  the  new  hosspital  for  emall-poz  cases,  ihen  he 
hoped  the  Council  would  ask  the  Committee  to  pause  before 
building  the  hospital 

Mr.  C.  S.  Smith  :  It  is  no  part  of  the  present  scheme  before  us 
that  a  small-poz  hospital  should  he  on  this  site. 

Mr.  Tdcplk  :  But  it  is  the  intention  to  put  it  there. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Hmith  :  It  is  not  our  intention  to  put  it  there  unless 
we  find  science  is  quite  conclusive  on  the  point  that  it  will  not  be 
dangerous.  The  intention  of  taking  ten  acres  of  land  was  to  put 
a  small-poz  hospital  if  found  to  be  safe ;  but  it  forms  no  part  of  the 
present  scheme. 

Mr.  Aid.  CowBH  said  if  what  Mr.  Youll  suggested  was 
agreed  to,  then  he  thought  Mr.  Birkett  might  fairly  withdraw 
the  amendment;  but  if  small-pox  patients  were  to  be  taken 
to  Heaton,  then  he  entirely  sympathised  with  what  Mr.  Birkett 
had  said.  To  plant  a  hospital  for  small-poz  patientb  in  a 
densely  populated  district,  suchas  Byker,  would  be  a  souroe  of 
danger. 

Mr.  Aid.  STaPHENBON  :  There  are  no  houses  at  the  plaoa 

Mr.  Aid.  CowBN :  That  was  true ;  but  there  would  be  houses 
built  Mr.  Carse  had  said  the  fear  of  infection  was  a  matter  of 
sentiment  He  happened  to  lire  in  London,  in  a  suburb  where 
there  were  a  few  houses  some  years  ago,  and  now  there  were  a 
large  number  of  houses.  There  was  a  small-poz  hospital;  and 
small-poz  entered  his  house,  and  deaths  ensued.  The  hospital 
seriously  depreciated  the  value  of  property.  Parliamentary  and 
other  authorities  were  considering  tliis  subject,  and  Mr.  Tonll's 
suggestion  was  likely  to  be  MJopted — ^that  temporary  small- 
poz  hospitals  be  erected  in  future,  and  be  shifted  according  to 
circumstance& 

Mr.  DizoN  said  there  was  no  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Banttaiy 
Committee  to  take  small-poz  patients  to  Heaton.  They  wished  to 
remove  the  hospital  from  the  centre  of  the  town  to  the  best  site 
which  had  been  found  after  years  of  seeking.  The  hospital  would 
be  away  from  houses,  as  it  would  be  surrounded  by  ten  sores 
of  land. 

Mr.  HoLMSS  said  that,  after  the  announcement  of  Mr.  C.  8.  Smith 
ihat  it  was  not  intended  to  erect  a  small-poz  hospiul  at  Heaton,  he 
thought  the  amendment  might  be  withdrawn.  If,  at  a  future  time^ 
it  was  suggested  that  a  small-poz  hospital  be  erected  at  Heaton,  he 
supposed  the  Sanitary  Committee  would  have  to  come  to  the  Counoll 
to  obtain  sanction.  The  present  difficulty  might  be  got  over  if  the 
Sanitary  Committee  added  to  their  report  words  to  the  effed  that 
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no  small-pax  hospital  would  be  erected  without  first  coming  to  the 
Oonncil  for  sanction. 

Mr.  Yo0LL  :  And  that  no  part  of  the  new  hospital  be  nsed  for 
small-pox  patient& 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLSOH  said  he  had  no  authority  from  the  Sanitary 
Oommittee  to  state  what  they  proposed  to  do  with  the  land,  but  it  had 
never  been  mooted  that  a  small-pox  hospital  should  be  built  upon  it 
He  did  not  think  the  Sanitary  Committee  had  any  intention  of 
building  a  small-pox  hospital  on  the  land,  and  for  his  own  part  he 
would  object  to  any  such  thing.  The  plans  were  not  laid  out  for  a 
small-pox  hospital.  This  site  of  ten  acres  was  bounded  on  the  south 
and  north  by  public  roads,  and  he  was  at  a  loss  to  see  how  infection 
could  spread.  If  it  was  ever  proposed  to  erect  a  small-pox  hospital 
on  the  site  the  committee  would  come  to  the  Council  to  ask  per- 
mission. He  would  add  to  the  report  the  following  words  :  — '^  But 
no  building  will  be  constructed  or  ased  for  the  reception  of  small- 
pox patients  on  the  Heaton  site  without  the  previous  consent  of  the 
Council" 

Mr.  C.  S.  Smith  :  As  seconder  of  the  motion  for  the  confirmation 
of  the  report,  I  agree  to  the  addition  of  these  words. 

Mr.  Aid.  Orbosov  said  he  sympathised  very  much  with  what 
Mr.  Birkett  and  Mr.  Temple  had  said.  It  was  simply  nonsense  to 
say  that  a  small-pox  hospital  would  not  be  detrimental  to  the 
district,  for  of  all  diseases  known  small-pox  was  perhaps  the  most 
infections;  and  great  danger  of  infection  would  probably  arise  from 
carrying  small-pox  patients  through  the  town  to  Heaton.  The 
impression  that  the  old  hospital  at  Byker  was  the  best  site  for  a 
hospital  had  never  left  his  mind ;  it  was  very  near  the  river,  and 
could  easily  be  drained.  It  seemed  to  him  madness  to  select  a  site 
where  ground  would  beoome  valuable.  As  to  not  using  the  hospital 
for  small-pox  patients,  why,  he  thought,  that  would  be  its  great  use. 
H^  maintained  that  the  Bath  Lane  hospital  was  sufficient  for  all 
cases  of  ordinary  fever. 

Mr.  Templb  :  The  Heaton  site  is  outside  of  the  borough,  and  we 
have  no  control  over  the  drainage. 

Mr.  WiNTBB  said  the  land  surrounding  the  Heaton  site  was  owned 
by  the  Corporation,  who,  therefore,  would  have  complete  control 
over  any  buildings  which  might  be  erected.  They  could  keep  the 
place  perfectly  isolated.  The  sewage  from  the  hospital  would  be 
disinfected  before  being  discharged  into  the  sewer,  and,  virtually, 
would  be  in  better  condition  when  it  entered  the  sewer,  than  sewage 
trom  private  houses.  It  was  intended  to  have  self-acting  flush 
tanks  to  wanh  out  the  drains.  The  committee  had  had  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  in  obtaining  a  site.  AH  the  other  sites  had  been  objected 
to,  sometimes  by  people  who  owned  adjoining  land.  The  Corporation 
owned  the  land  at  Heaton  ;  and  it  would  be  the  fault  of  ihe  Oor- 
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poratioQ  if  they  allowed  houses  to  be  built  near  the  hospital.  The 
loDger  the  hospital  was  kept  in.  its  present  position  in  Bath 
Lane  the  worse  it  woald  be  for  the  town.  They  woald  hare 
to  have  a  hospital  for  small-pox  patients  some  time  or  other  ; 
and  if  he  had  been  the  chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Committee, 
he  would  not  hare  excluded  a  hospital  for  small-pox  or  any  other 
patients. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Ellis  said  a  temporary  small-pox  hospital  upon 
the  Moor  cost  between  £5,000  and  £6,000,  and  there  was  not  a 
siugle  small-pox  patient  in  it  at  present  A  fortnight  ago  there 
were  only  two  patients. 

Mr.  Aid.  GowBN :  Does  Mr.  Birkett  go  to  a  division  after  Mr. 
Aid.  Wilson's  explanation  7 

Mr.  BiBKBTT  said  all  he  asked  for  was  to  be  certain  that  it  would 
not  be  attempted  to  put  small-pox  patients  at  Heaton. 

The  Matob  :  Do  you  accept  the  motion  t 

Mr.  BzRKETT :  Na 

Mr.  Aid.  OowBN :  Withdraw. 

Mr.  BiBKBTT :  On  the  understanding  that  a  small-pox  hospital 
is  not  to  be  put  there. 

The  Matob  :  It  cannot  be  put  there  without  the  consent  of  the 
Council. 

Mr.  BiBKBTT  :  I  withdraw  the  amendment 

Mr.  Babkas  said  he  inferred  that  the  hospital  was  designed 
merely  as  a  fever  hospital ;  but  a  space  of  ten  acres  was  quite  un- 
necessary for  a  fever  hospital.  From  previous  reports  and  dis 
cussions  he  had  thought  the  hospital  was  intended  to  be  not  only  for 
fever  patients,  but  also  for  small-pox  patients.  As  the  site  was  ten 
acres  in  extent,  and  as  a  small-pox  hospital  could  easily  be  isolated 
from  a  fever  hospital  in  so  large  a  space,  it  was  not  right  for  the 
Council  to  deter  themselves  from  the  right  of  building  a  small-pox 
hospital  there  at  some  future  time  if  necessary.  There  appeared  to 
be  a  general  concensus  of  opinion  as  to  the  superiority  of  the  plan 
which  Mr  Worthington  had  placed  first  He  drew  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  second  plan  was  coloured  in  direct  contravention  of  the 
conditions,  and  said  it  was  exceedingly  desirous  that  the  rules  laid 
down  for  architects  should  be  strictly  carried  out  in  all  future 
competitions. 

Mr.  Aid.  8TBPHBNS0N :  Does  Mr.  Birkett  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment? 

The  Matob  :  Yes. 

Mr.  Tbmplb  :  Mr.  Birkett  cannot  withdraw  it  without  the 
consent  of  the  seconder ;  and  I,  as  the  seconder,  object  to  its  with- 
drawal. 
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Mr.  RicHABDflOK  said  he  hoped  the  Oonnoil  would  not  be  led  into 
a  trap.  He  was  certain  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson's  mind  was  at  fanlt  on 
this  point  It  was  distinctly  understood  at  the  beginning  that  a 
small-pox  hospital  was  to  be  included  in  the  site,  and  he  was  con- 
firmed in  this  impression  bj  the  speech  of  Mr  G.  8.  Smith,  on 
February  14,  1883,  as  follows  : — "  Some  doubts  had  been  raised  as 
to  the  wisdom  of  having  a  hospital  for  small-pox  patients  in 
proximity  to  a  fever  hospital,  and  this  question  was  at  the 
present  time  engaging  the  attention  of  medical  men  ;  but  he 
believed  it  would  be  found  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
erecting  both  small-pox  and  fever  hospitals  on  the  Heaton 
sitSL  If  both  hospitals  were  erected  on  the  ground,  all  the 
officers  would  be  concentrated  there,  and  thereby  very  naturally 
lessen  the  annual  expense  to  the  town."  He  reinembered  dis- 
tinctly that  one  of  the  strongest  arguments  against  his  amend- 
ment in  favour  of  the  site  of  the  old  hospital  at  Byker,  was 
that  it  was  not  large  enough,  and  that  there  must  be  ten  acres 
of  land,  so  as  to  include  a  small-pox  hospital  as  well  as  a  fever 
hospital.  The  majority  of  the  Council  decided  in  favour  of  the 
Heaton  site  ;  and  he  would  not  be  a  party  to  disturbing  that 
arrangement. 

Mr.  Gabsb  said  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  had  evidently  forgotten  the 
original  report.  There  was  no  doubt  it  was  originally  intended  to 
put  a  omall-pox  hospital  on  the  ground.  The  committee  were 
not  seeking  for  power  at  present  to  put  a  small-pox  hospital 
there. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  said  he  thought  the  question  of  the  site  of  the 
hospital  had  been  already  settled ;  and  the  Council  should  adhere 
to  the  settlement.  One  of  Mr.  Birkett's  objections  to  having  the 
hospital  at  Heaton  was  the  hardship  of  patients  having  to  be  brought 
three  or  four  miles  from  the  west  end.  It  onght  to  be  a  comfort  to 
Mr.  Birkett  that  the  people  of  Byker  would  not  have  to  be  taken 
that  distance,  as  the  hospital  would  be  next  door  to  them.  He 
believed  some  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  Local  Gk>vemment 
Board  approved  of  the  site,  and  he  would  like  to  know  from  Dr. 
Armstrong  if  that  was  so. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  They  know  of  the  site,  and 
have  approved  of  the  scheme  that  was  prepared. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson:  The  hospital  would  be  in  the  district  of  the 
Walker  Local  Board,  and  the  Board  would  join  in  the  expense  of  the 
hospital,  and  the  arrangement  with  the  Board  would  be  brought 
before  the  Council  for  confirmation.  The  hospital  would  be  placed 
in  the  centre  of  the  site,  and  there  could  be  no  possible  fear  of 
infection.  Up  to  a  certain  point  he  had  been  in  favour  of  Bath 
Lane ;  and  if  the  Bowling  Qreen  had  been  added  to  the  site,  it 
would  have  been  sufficient ;  but  the  Council  objected.  Arrange- 
ments had  been  made  for  flushing  the  drains  at  Heaton  and  washing 
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the  sewag^e  away.  It  had  beeu  mentioned  that  there  was  loom 
enoogb  ou  the  site  for  a  small-pox  hospital,  if  the  Oonncil  decided  to 
bnild  it  there ;  hot  the  words  which  he  had  ag^reed  to  add  to  the 
report  showed  that  the  only  bnilding  now  contemplated  was  a  fever 
hospital.  So  long  as  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  Swiitary  Committee 
he  pledged  himself  that  he  woold  be  no  party  to  the  building  of  a 
■mall-pox  hospital  on  the  Heaton  site  without  the  permission  of  the 
OooneiL 

The  Conncil  divided  as  follows  for  Mr.  Birkett*s  amendment  : — 

Fob  thb  Amindirnt  : — ^Aldermen  Oregson  and  Yoang :  Conndllon 
W.  Smith,  Diokioson,  Stephens,  Joeeph  B.  BUia,  Temple,  Newton,  J.  Barker 
miis,  Laird,  and  Birkebt— 11. 

A01.IKBT  THB  Amsndmbmt  :  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  Hedley,  StepbeoMn, 
Angaa,  Stewart,  Cail,  Wilaon,  and  Scott :  Councillora  Grey,  Winter,  W. 
WUbod,  Quin,  C.  S.  Smith,  Owen,  Cutter,  Oliver,  CuUey,  Sandersoo,  W. 
Soott,  Carse,  Bell,  Ingledew,  Hepworth,  Johnson,  Dixon,  Holmes, 
Richardson,  O.  K.  Hedley,  Soholefield,  Stout,  Nelson,  and  Barkafr-<32. 

DacLiNBD  TO  Von  : — Aldermen  Milvain  and  Ridley :  Councillors  Yonll, 
GampbeJl,  and  Hepburn—- 6. 

The  amendment  was  therefore  negatived.  The  motion  for  the 
adoption  of  the  report,  with  the  addition  of  the  words  '*bat  no 
building  will  be  constructed,  or  used  for  the  reception  of  smalUpoz 
patients  ou  the  Heaton  site,  without  the  prerious  consent  of  the 
Council,*'  was  agreed  to  by  a  show  of  hands. 

QUBSTIOH  TUCK. 

Mr.  80HOLBFIELD  proposed  the  following  motion  :— *'  That  a 
time  be  set  apart  for  asking  questions  immediately  after  Jfebe 
confirmation  of  the  minutes  and  reading  of  letters,  proTisiofi 
being  made  that  at  least  24  hours  notice  should  be  giTen  to 
the  person  to  whom  the  question  is  to  be  addressed,  and  that 
a  copy  be  furnished  to  the  Town  Clerk  before  the  meeting 
commences"  He  said  he  did  not  think  he  need  detain  the 
Council  long  by  any  remarks  upon  this  subject ;  because  he  was 
not  aware  of  any  opposition  to  it  He  thought  the  adoption  of  the 
motion  would  tend  to  the  good  order  of  business.  It  would  give  an 
opportunity  to  members  to  ask  questions  at  a  definite  time;  and  one 
important  result  of  this  course  would  be  that  correct  answers  could 
be  given  to  questions.  It  often  happened  that  questions  were 
asked  without  any  previous  notice,  and  were  answered  to  the  beat 
of  the  ability  of  the  persons  questioned.  At  the  previous  meeting 
of  the  Council  a  qnestion  was  asked  respecting  the  supply  of  water 
to  Byker,  and  an  answer  was  given,  and  was  contradicted,  and  re- 
asserted, and  re-contradicted,  until  at  last  the  Council  did  not  know 
what  was  right  or  wrong.  If  notice  of  the  qnestion  had  been  given 
to  the  chairman  of  the  Gas  and  Water  Committee  he  could  have 
applied  to  the  Water  Company,  and  a  written  answer  could  have 
been  given  to  the  ConnciL    It  was  desirable  that  answers  should  be 
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wiittea.  The  Oomioil  did  not  want  speeehoi  in  answer  to  qnestionsy 
but  wanted  definite  and  correct  answers  in  writing,  which  ooold  be 
placed  in  the  minutes. 

Mr.  Holmes  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

PBOPOSED  NBW  TOWN  HALL. 

Mr.  Aid.  Cail  proposed  "  that  a  special  committee  be  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  to  the  Conncil  the  propriety  of  agreeing  upon  a 
site  for  a  new  Town  Hall  and  suitable  Mnnicipal  offices,  and  dis- 
posing or  otherwise  of  the  present  Town  Hall  and  baildings.**  He 
said  there  were  very  numerous  defects,  in  connection  with  the 
present  Town  Hall  and  offices.  The  building  was  in  a  situation  in 
which  it  might  be  sold  for  a  good  price.  There  were  sites  in  the 
town  more  suitable  for  a  Town  Hall  which  could  be  purchased  at  a 
reasonable  price.  The  subject  of  the  motion  must  have  been  in  the 
minds  of  the  members  of  the  Council  for  a  considerable  time ;  and 
he  was  sure  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  had  often  expressed 
the  desirability  of  hancg  better  accommodation.  Any  person  who 
had  been  in  the  Town  Hall  when  there  was  any  very  attractive 
entertainment,  must  have  seen  the  very  serious  danger  which  might 
arise  from  the  nature  of  the  accommodation  provided.  People 
were  packed  in  tight,  and  the  ends  of  the  seats  were  close  to  the 
passages. 

Mr.  Babxas  :  Not  now. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gail:  Then  we  have  now  got  less  accommodation 
for  sitting.  The  accommodation  has  always  been  too  small. 
All  I  ask  is,  that  the  Oouncil  appoint  a  committee  to  make 
enquiries. 

Mr.  Qbay  seconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Aid.  Gail:  I  will  nominate  the  committee  at  the  next 
meeting. 

TBK  OLAIM  OF  THB  LATB  DB.  8VAPB. 

Mr.  YouLL  had  the  following  notice  of  motion  upon  the  agenda : 
— '*  That  BO  scheme  to  be  submitted  to  this  Council  by  the  Charity 
Gommissiouers  with  reference  to  the  Grammar  iSohool  will  be  satis- 
factory unless  it  provide  power  for  the  Council  to  arrange  the  long- 
pending  diflbrence  with  the  family  of  the  late  Dr.  Snape."  He  said 
that  since  this  notice  was  placed  upon  the  agenda  the  Schools  and 
Charities  Committee  had  received  a  draft  of  the  proposed  scheme 
from  the  Charity  Commissioners,  and  it  was  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  committee.  He  would,  therefore,  allow  this  notice 
to  stand  over  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council,  and  by 
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ihftl  time  he  would  aaoertoin  whether  it  was  necessary  to  proeeed 
wiihit 

THB  APPOIimfBVT  AHD  DTJTR8  OT  OOmnTTKBB. 

Mr.  YouLL  had  the  following  notice  npon  the  agenda : — "  That 
the  recent  action  of  the  Town  Moor  Management  Committee  in 
altering  the  road  across  the  Leazes,  contrary  to  the  resolation  of 
the  Conndl  and  the  Town  Improvement  Act,  1882,  renders  it 
imperative  that  a  definite  arrangement  be  at  once  made,  pnrsnant 
to  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  1882,  by  which  the  daties 
of  Committees  of  the  Council  shall  be  clearly  defined  and  their 
proceedings  regularly  reported  to  the  Conncil  for  approval  or 
otherwise."  He  said  that  on  the  9th  November,  1882,  he 
proposed  the  following  motion  : — ''  That  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee be  requested  to  consider  and  report  to  the  Council,  on  or 
before  the  3rd  day  of  January  next,  the  best  mode  of  carrying  out 
the  recent  alterations  in  the  law  as  to  the  appointment  and  duties  of 
committees  of  the  Council,  and  that  all  committees  fixed  at  this 
meeting  hold  office  only  until  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Conndi 
in  February  next.*'  At  the  suggestion,  principally  of  Mr.  Joseph 
6.  Ellis,  the  motion  stood  over.  The  reference  in  the  notice  on  the 
agenda  to  the  road  across  the  Leazes  was  an  illustration  of  how 
matters  were  delegated  to  committees,  and  the  Council  never  heard 
anything  further  of  them.  In  this  instance  the  Town  Moor  Manage- 
ment Committee  had  deliberately  altered  the  plan  of  the  road  with- 
out any  notice,  or  bringing  it  before  the  Council.  The  Council  had 
been  told  that  the  mode  in  which,  on  the  9th  November,  they 
delegated  their  duties  to  the  Town  Improvement  and  Sanitary  Com- 
mittees did  not  enable  the  Council  to  review  any  decision  those 
committees  came  to  respecting  plans  of  proposed  buildings.  Thai 
was  a  state  of  things  which  ought  not  to  continua  in  the  event  of 
a  narrow  division  in  the  Town  Improvement  Committee,  or  of  a 
division  not  perhaps  a  narrow  one,  at  present — ^as  ruled  by  the 
Town  Clerk,  and  he  was  not  going  to  dispute  whether  the  Town 
Clerk  was  correct  or  not — they  had  no  power  to  review  that  decision 
iji  the  Council.  That  was  certainly  contrary  to  the  spirit  and 
intention  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  and  certainly  contrary 
to  the  intention  of  the  Council  on  the  9th  November  when  they 
appointed  the  committees.  It  never  was  intended  to  give  absolute 
power  to  any  committee,  and  stop  their  coming  to  the  Council  when 
there  was  a  substantial  difference  on  any  matter.  He  trusted  the 
Council  would  adopt  his  motion  so  that  they  might  have  information 
given  to  them  from  time  to  time,  and  a  large  number  of  the 
questions  which  Mr.  Bcholefield  anticipated  members  would  ask 
would  be  prevented,  owing  to  all  information  being  before  the 
Council.  The  Municipal  Corporations  Act  clearly  provided 
that  every  act  of  a  committee  should  be  confirmed  by  the 
Council,  and  hitherto  they  had  not  acted  according  to  the  law. 
He    proi  osed    the    following    resolution : — **  That    the    Parlia- 
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mentarj  and  Bye-Laws  Committee  be  reqaested  to  oonsider 
and  report  to  the  Coancil)  on  or  before  the  Srd  day  of  January 
next,  the  best  mode  of  carrying  ont  the  recent  alteration  in 
the  law  as  to  the  appointment  and  daties  of  committees  of  the 
Cooncil" 

Mr.  Wic  Smith  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  0.  8.  Smith  thought  it  very  unfortunate  that  Mr.  Youll 
should  have  chosen  to  find  fault  with  the  Town  Moor  Manage 
roent  Committee  respecting  the  road  on  the  Leazes.  If  Mr. 
Youll  referred  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Council  of  January 
10th,  he  would  find  that  the  Town  Moor  Management  Committee 
reported  that  it  was  proposed  to  make  the  road  from  St 
Thomas's  Crescent  to  Spital  Tongues.  The  plan  was  before  the 
committee  and  the  Council;  and  from  the  beginning  the  inten- 
tion was  to  form  the  road  as  carried  out.  It  happened  that 
in  the  Parliamentary  Committee  there  was  a  deviation  made  in 
the  plan,  but  that  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Town  Moor  Manage- 
ment Committee. 

Mr.  Youll  said  the  last  time  he  raised  in  the  Council  this  question^ 
Mr.  C.  S.  Smith  apologised  for  the  committee  having  altered  the 
road  without  bringing  the  matter  before  the  Council.  On  October 
24th,  1882,  the  Council  resolved  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Richardson 
that  the  road  should  go  from  the  top  of  St  Thomas's  Street 
to  Spital  Tongues,  and  the  plan  for  that  road  was  prepared 
and  deposited ;  and  it  was  in  accordance  with  that  plan  that  the 
first  report  of  the  Town  Moor  Management  Committee  was 
brought  up.  He  believed  the  committee  brought  up  a  report 
on  January  10th.  The  Council  never  were  told  on  the  day 
Mr.  Smith  referred  to  this  subject  that  there  was  an  alteration  of 
the  plan. 

The  TowH  Clbbk  said  that  power  was  taken  in  the  Act  of 
Parliament  of  last  year  to  make  a  road  from  St  Thomas's 
Street  to  Spital  Tongues;  but  power  was  also  taken  to  deviate 
so  as  to  make  the  road  from  St  Thomas's  Crescent  On 
January  10th,  1883,  the  committee  reported  that  the  road 
would  be  from  St.  Thomas's  Crescent  to  Spital  Tongues  ;  and 
this  was  stated  twice  in  the  report  The  report  was  confirmed 
on  March  7th ;  and  there  was  no  doubt  that  the  Council  agreed 
to  deviate  the  road  according  to  the  power  given  in  the  Act 
of  Parliament 

Mr.  Cabsi  said  the  Council  no  doubt  agreed  to  the  resolution 
confirming  the  report  of  January  10th  ;  but  they  certainly  knew 
nothing  ai  the  time  of  the  alteration  at  an  expense  of,  he  thought, 
£156. 

Mr.  Richardson  thought  a  good  deal  of  this  difference  was 
founded  upon  a  clerical  mistake.  It  was  true  that  in  his  motion 
were  the  words  '<  St.  Thomas's  Street "  ;  but  if  his  speech  was  read 
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it  woald  be  found  that  he  distinotlj  stated  the  road  was  to  be 
alongside  the  Leases  Park  gates. 

The  motion  was  agreed  ta 

Mr.  YouLL,  at  a  later  part  of  the  meeting,  said  that,  with  respeot 
to  the  road  across  the  lioazes,  he  had  been  misled  to  some  extent 
by  Mr.  C.  &  Smith  stating,  at  a  previons  meeting,  that  the  altera- 
tion of  the  road  had  not  been  before  the  Coandl.  Mr.  Smith 
had  at  that  time  eridently  forgotten  the  report  presented  to 
the  Oooncil  on  January  10th.  On  the  evening  of  January 
9th,  he  ^Mr.  Yoall)  was  knocked  down  in  Jesmond  Boad, 
and  was  confined  to  the  house  for  some  days,  and  therefore 
was  not  present  when  the  report  wan  presented  to  the  Council, 
and  did  ont  know  he  was  misled  by  Mr.  Smith's  reply.  He 
begged  to  apologise. 

THC  OITT  BOAD. 

Mr.  Aid.  WiLSOH  said  the  Town  Improvement  Committee  had 
decided  that  the  new  road  from  Pilgrim  Street  to  the  new  bridge  on 
the  approach  to  Walker,  should  be  called  the  City  Road — a  name 
which  be  hoped  the  Council  would  be  satisfied  with. 

THE  PBBB8  AND  THE  OOMHITTEB  XSETIirGa 

Mr.  FuBNBBS  proposed  ''  That  the  meetings  of  the  various  com- 
mittees of  the  Corporation  be  open  to  the  representatives  of  the 
press.*^  He  said  he  had  brought  this  motion  forward  because  he 
found  there  was  already  a  good  deal  of  reporting  what  was  done 
in  committee.  Scarcely  a  meeting  of  a  committee  was  held  but 
some  report  of  what  was  done  appeared  in  the  newspapers.  The 
business  of  the  Committee  oozed  out,  and  the  public  got  to  know 
it  before  many  members  of  the  Council.  The  published  information 
was  often  one-sided  ;  one  member  reported  the  business  as  he 
wanted  it,  and  another  member  as  he  wanted  it ;  and  the  result  was 
that  not  infrequently  members  of  committees  were  placed  in  not  a 
pleasant  position  because  of  these  inaccurate  reports.  His  own  im- 
pression was,  that  if  the  representatives  of  the  press  were  admitted 
into  the  committee  meetings,  and  gave  a  fair  report  of  the  general 
business,  there  would  not  be  wrong  impressions  among  the  public  aa 
to  what  was  done.  It  might  be  said  that  if  reporters  were  present 
many  long  speeches  would  be  made,  and  work  would  not  be  done. 
If  some  of  the  speeches  made  in  committee  were  reported  once  he 
was  sure  they  would  not  be  reported  a  second  time ;  and  the  presence 
of  reporters  would  have  a  tendency  to  keep  the  members  more  to 
business.  He  did  not  see  why  there  should  be  any  secrecy  at  all. 
The  Council  were  the  representatiyes  of  the  public ;  and  generally 
speaking,  he  did  not  know  that  they  would  suffer  by  the  business 
being  a  little  more  fully  reported  than  it  wa&  There  was  no  doubt 
subjects  would  come  before  committees  which  should  not  be  public  ; 
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bat  surely  tbey  might  tmst  to  the  good  sense  of  the  gentlemen  of 
the  press  not  to  make  known  things  which  wonld  not  be  for  the 
public  good.  When  members  sought  the  suffirages  of  the 
public  they  ivere  always  goin^  to  do  wonderful  things;  and 
he  thought  they  had  no  need  to  fear  the  public  getting  to 
know  what  they  were  doing.  A  good  deal  of  false  impres- 
sions got  abroad  as  to  the  business  transacted  ;  but  if  the 
reporters  were  present  at  the  committee  meetings,  and  gave  a 
general  outline  of  the  business,  a  good  deal  of  fabe  impressions 
would  be  removed. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Ellis  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stbphbnson  said  that  if  the  motion  was  adopted  it 
would  result  in  everything  of  a  serious  or  delicate  nature  in  com- 
mittees being  relegated  to  sub-committees  for  consideration.  At 
times  there  were  very  important  n^otiations  to  carry  out  ;  and 
it  would  never  do  for  gentlemen  of  the  press  to  report  proceedings 
in  Oommittee  before  the  subjects  had  been  finally  settled.  He  hoped 
the  Council  would  take  a  common  sense  view  of  this  proposal  He 
thought  the  cure  proposed  by  Mr.  Fumess  would  be  worse  than  the 
disease.  There  were  several  amateur  reporters  in  conmiittees,  and 
let  them  report  as  they  pleased.  Those  amateur  reporters  were 
self-elected  and  self-responsible,  and  had  not  the  weight  and 
influence  of  reporters  of  the  press,  who  attended  meetings  to  take 
cognisance  of  affairs.  He  hoped  the  Council  would  pause  before 
adopting  Mr.  Furness's  motion,  especially  in  view  of  the  resolu- 
tion wluch  Mr.  Youll  had  proposed.  By  Mr.  Youll's  resolution 
the  altered  state  of  affairs  under  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Act,  which  came  into  force  on  January  1st  this  year,  would 
be  considered,  and  Mr.  Fumess  should  await  the  result  of  the 
report. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  said  he  agreed  with  Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  in 
urging  the  Council  to  reject  the  motion.  It  would  be  highly  incon- 
venient to  have  all  the  meetings  of  committees  open  to  reporters. 
There  were  many  delicate  and  difficult  subjects  discussed  in  com- 
mittee, which  could  not  be  reported  upon  by  the  committee  until 
finally  settied.  He  did  not  agree  with  Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  that  it 
was  open  to  members  of  committee  to  report  what  they  pleased  to 
nevrspapers.  There  should  be  a  certain  degree  of  honesty  and 
honour  among  all  the  members  of  the  Council,  so  that  the  orders  of 
the  Council  should  not  be  broken.  He  found  that  the  proceedings 
of  the  Town  Improvement  Committee  were  known  outside  before 
the  sitting  of  tiie  committee  was  finished  ;  there  was  a  reporter 
standing  outside  waiting  for  information.  He  (Aid.  W.)  asked 
every  gentieman  present  at  the  oommittee  meeting  who  it  was  that 
gave  ^e  information,  and  a  gentieman  confessed  he  did,  and  pro- 
mised not  to  do  it  again.  He  hoped  the  decision  of  the  Council 
would  be  ob^ed. 

Mr.  Babkab  trusted  the  Council  would  not  countenance  a  proposal 
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■o  abtiird  ••  that  proposed  by  Mr.  FanM0&  'ihey  all  knew  per- 
faeily  wall  that  financial  details  and  negotiatioiia  were  oontiiMully 
before  oommitteee,  and  it  would  be  wrong  to  have  them  placed 
before  the  pnblio  before  final  setUement,  as  they  probably  would  be 
if  reporters  were  present  at  committee  meetings.  He  ooincided 
with  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson,  and  thought  that  the  mode 
in  which  onesided  reports  had  crept  into  newspapers  in  the 
last  few  months  could  not  be  too  strongly  deprecated  He 
hoped  membere  of  the  Oonncil  woold  act  in  the  way  mentkmed 
by  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson,  and  keep  to  themselves  the  resnlt  of 
committee  meetings,  and  not  send  premature  rep<»ta  forth  to 
the  world. 

Mr.  TsMFXii  thonght,  in  all  serionsness,  that  it  would  be  one  of 
the  best  things  to  have  all  matters  reported,  and  if  that  conld  be 
ensared  it  woold  be  better  than  baring  matters  half  reported.  One  (A 
the  best  speeches  he  erer  heard  in  the  Oonncil  chamber  waa  delivered 
by  Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  on  the  subject  of  the  creation  of  Corporation 
Stock ;  and  that  speech  was  reported  in  aboat  eight  linea,  while 
there  was  a  verbatim  report  of  a  squabble  between  Mr.  Smith  and 
another  member  of  the  OounciL  If  that  was  the  sort  of  thing 
which  would  be  reported  in  committee  they  need  not  be  afraid ;  and 
he  would  like  to  have  squabbles  reported,  because  they  would  then 
Mt  rid  of  them.  As  to  not  telling  the  people  what  was  donci  the 
Council  forgot  that  the  people  were  their  mastera  He  was  of 
opinion  that,  if  all  financial  matters  end  property  they  had  to  buy 
was  discussed  openly,  they  would  get  things  as  cheaply,  if  not 
cheaper,  than  now. 

Bfr.  Wm.  Smith  said  he  had  no  objection  to  squabbles  being 
reported.  He  supported  Mr.  Furness's  motion,  the  adoption  of 
which  would  prevent  the  publication  of  garbled  reporta  He  sug- 
gested that  they  should  adopt  the  course  followed  by  some  other 
councils ;  at  Sheffield  each  member  of  the  Council  received  a  copy 
of  the  resolutions  passed  in  committee.  Those  who  were  members 
of  the  Finance  Committee  knew  very  little  of  what  was  going  on  in 
the  Town  Improvement  Committee,  until  some  question  arose,  and 
then  speeches  were  made ;  and  the  same  applied  to  the  Watch  Cona- 
mittee.  The  Finance  Committee  brought  before  the  Council  more 
reports  than  the  whole  of  the  otlier  committees.  He  hoped  copies 
of  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  committees  would  be  sent 
to  the  members  of  the  Council,  and  that  reporters  should  be 
admitted  to  the  meetings,  which  would  tend  to  make  members 
morecarefuL 

Mr.  O.  B.  Hbdlbt  said  he  had  always  understood  when  reporters 
were  excluded  from  any  assembly  that  the  deliberations  of  the 
assembly  were  treated  as  confidential  and  privata  He  had  been 
very  much  surprised  at  various  times  to  read  in  some  of  the  news- 
papers, or  rather  in  one  paper,  reports  of  what  absolutely  never  took 
place  in  committee.     A  few  years  ago  the  late  Mr.  Oarlyle,  when 
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lie  became  Reetor  of  Ediabargh  Uniyergity,  stid  in  his  addrew  to 
the  students,  that  be  did  not  know  a  meaner  thing  in  nature  than 
for  a  boj  or  man  to  tell  lies.  Let  those  who  carried  these  things  to 
that  newspaper  take  that  to  their  souls.  He  differed  with  Mr.  Aid. 
Stephenson  when  he  said  that  they  might  take  reports,  no  matter 
what  complexion  was  pnt  npon  them.  He  considered  that  a  report 
should  not  be  taken  from  a  committee  meeting  which  was  considered 
private.  He  would  not  vote  for  the  motion;  yet  it  would  be 
perhaps  as  well  to  have  it  carried,  as  permit  the  present  system 
to  go  on.  There  could  not  be  the  slightest  doubt  that  the 
admission  of  reporters  would  cause  a  great  disruption  of  public 
business.  If  matters  were  to  be  discussed  in  committee  and  at 
once  be  laid  before  the  public,  there  would  be  a  great  deal  of 
discussion  upon  subjects  before  they  were  ripe  for  putting  into 
operation. 

Mr.  YoxTLL  hoped  Mr.  Fnrness  would  withdraw  his  motion.  The 
committee  to  which  his  (Mr.  YouU's)  resolution  had  been  referred, 
would,  he  hoped,  be  able  to  report  in  two  or  three  months  time,  and 
the  recommendations  of  the  committee  might  enable  members  of 
the  Oouricil  to  get  speedy  information  of  what  was  done  by 
committees. 

Mr.  R10HARD8ON  thought  there  was  a  great  temptation  besetting 
the  life  and  action  of  public  men  at  the  present  day.  Many 
representatives  of  the  ratepayers  addressed  themselves  to  the  reporters 
oiQy,  and  that  meant  to  the  public  outside,  instead  of  calmly,  quietly, 
and  dispassionately  disci^ssing  the  questions  which  came  before  them. 
That  was  a  great  danger  they  should  avoid.  Mr.  Wm.  Smith  had 
hit  a  great  blot — that  one  committee  did  not  know  the  proceedings 
of  another  committee ;  and  that  should  be  remedied  ;  but  surely  they 
would  not  look  to  the  press  to  mend  that  evil.  He  would  not 
depend  upon  the  reports  in  the  newspapers  for  all  the  details  of 
oommittee  work  ;  and  he  questioned  whether  the  papere  would 
report  the  details,  or  whether  they  could  be  depended  upon.  Mr. 
Temple  had  told  the  Council  that  they  were  there  as  the  servants  of 
the  ratepayer&  What  did  the  ratepayers  send  them  thore  for? 
They  sent  them  there  to  conduct  the  public  business,  because  they 
believed  they  were  sufficiently  intelligent  and  business  men  to 
perform  the  business.  If  that  were  not  so  why  not  call  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  together,  and  let  them  discuss  the  business 
themselves.  Delicate  matters  of  finance  and  other  questions  had  to 
be  discussed  in  committee,  and,  if  reported  in  the  newspapers,  at  the 
first,  the  objects  aimed  at  by  the  committees  would  be  spoiled.  As 
the  ratepayers  had  confidence  in  them,  it  would  be  a  great  mistake 
to  call  the  reporters  in  to  hear  discussions  upon  subjects  before  ripe 
for  reporting  upon. 

The  Council  voted  upon  Mr.  Fumess's  motion  as  follows  : — 

Fob  the  Monoir :  -Gonncillors  Oliver,  W.  Smith,  J<  seph  B.  Ellis, 
Holmes,  Temple,  Newton,  Stent,  Fnrnau,  Laird,  and  Birkett^lO. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


468  PB0CKBDIN08  OF  THE  (OCXOVXRM, 


AakDXfn  TKB  Monov:— The  Mayur;   Aldermea   Sfeephfluoii,  _ 

OregioD,  Toang,  Stewwrt,  Milyain,  And  Bidley ;  OmndUon  Ony,  Wmtar. 
Yoml,  W.  Wilson,  Quio,  C.  S.  Smith,  Owen,  Catter,  Sandenon,  W.  Soot*> 
One,  Bell,  Stephens,  Hepworth,  Johoson,  Biohardeon,  G.  R.  SedJL&y^ 
Soholefield,  J.  Barker  EUia,  Barkaa,  and  Hepburn— 29. 

The  motion  was,  therefore,  negatiyed. 

The  meeting  condnded. 
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COUNCIL     MEETING. 


WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  31,  1883. 


A  MBETiNO  of  the  Council  was  held,  to-day,  in  the  Council  Chamber, 
Town  Hal],  the  Mayor  (Mr.  Thos.  Geo.  Gibson)  in  the  chair.  There 
were  also  present — Aldermen  Wilson,  Stewart,  Flammer,  Hamond, 
Scott,  Milvain,  Hedley,  Gregson,  Angas,  Stephenson,  and  Young ; 
Councillors  Winter,  J.  Barker  Ellis,  Scholefield,  Milling,  HepworUi, 
Quin,  Youll,  Carse,  Dickinson,  Bowden,  Dobson,  Campbell,  Wm. 
Smith,  Jackson,  Stout,  Nelson,  Andersen,  Calyert,  Bell,  Newton, 
Dixon,  Cutter,  Oliver,  Hedley,  Barkas,  Hepburn.  Wilson,  Holmes, 
Richardson,  Ingledew,  C.  8.  Smith,  Stephens,  Johnson,  Fumess, 
Joseph  B.  Ellis,  Sanderson,  Henzell,  Laird,  CuUey,  Temple,  and 
Birkett. 

The  Town  Clbbk  read  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
previous  meeting,  and  they  were  confirmed. 

THE  PAYIKO  OF  BIGO  MABKBT. 

Mr.  J.  Babkeb  Ellis  asked  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  when  the  Bigg 
Market,  for  which  the  Council  voted  a  sum  of  money,  was  likely  to 
be  paved  f 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  said  no  money  had  been  voted  for  repaving  the 
Bigg  Market 

THB  EXTENSION  OF  TBAMWAT8. 

Mr.  J.  Babker  Ellis  asked  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  when  the  tramway 
lines  down  Neville  Street,  along  Collingwood  and  Mosley  Streets, 
up  Pilgrim  Street  to  the  junction  at  Northumberland  Street,  were 
likely  to  be  completed  ? 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  said  that  as  soon  as  the  9th  November 
was  passed  the  committee  hoped  to  have  an  interview  with  the 
lessees  of  the  tramways,  and  ascertain  on  what  terms  they  were 
willing  to  work  the  new  lines  before  the  construction  of  them  was 
commenced. 

MB.  OOUNOILLOB  OABB. 

Mr.  Akdbbsbv  said  he  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Bast 
All    Saints'    Ratepayers*    Association,    requesting    him    to    ask 
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the  Town  Olerk  if  Mr.  John  Carr  was  entitled  to  remain  a 
member  of  the  Oonncil  after  his  absence  for  twelre  months. 
He  had  seen  Mr.  Carr,  and  had  his  permission  to  ask  this 
qneation. 

The  TowK  Clerk  :  I  think  that  Mr.  Garr,  if  he  has  not  been 
absent  from  the  boroagh  for  more  than  six  months,  is  entitled  to 
sit  in  the  Oonncil  Chamber  as  a  member. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamohd  said  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  if 
the  Town  Clerk  answered  the  question  '<yes*'  or  "na"  The 
Council  might  as  well  satisfy  at  once  the  people  of  East 
All  Saints,  who  had  not  been  fully  represented  for  twelve 
months. 

The  Town  Clebk  :  The  question  asked  is — "  is  Mr.  John  Carr 
entitled  to  remain  a  member  of  the  Council  after  his  absence  for 
twelve  months?**  If  that  means  his  absence  from  the  Council 
Chamber,  I  say  that  he  is  entitled  to  sit. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Ellis  said  it  was  extremely  desirable  that  this 
question  should  be  settled  for  the  benefit  of  the  ratepayers  of  East 
All  Saints. 

Mr.  Aid.  Qbiosoit  said  that  formerly  if  a  member  was  absent 
six  months  from  the  Council  he  was  disqualified. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  Yes,  he  vacated  his  office  by  reason  of  non- 
attendance. 

The  Matob  :  The  Town  Clerk  will  read  the  dause  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament. 

The  Town  Clerk  :  The  words  of  the  Act  are  that  <<  if  the  mayor, 
or  an  alderman,  or  councillor,  is  continuously  absent  from  the 
borough,  being  mayor,  for  more  than  two  months,  or  being  an  alder- 
man or  councillor,  for  more  than  six  months,"  he  is  disqualified. 
The  Act  says  ''continuously  absent  from  the  borough."  Mr. 
Carr  has  not  been  absent  from  the  borough  continuously  for  six 
months. 

Mr.  Aid.  Grbosoh  :  But  he  has  been  absent  from  the  Council. 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephenson  :  The  Town  Clerk  has  given  us  the  strict 
reading  of  the  law.     Mr.  Carr  is  going  to  resign. 

blbotion  of  an  aldebman. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  elect  an  alderman  in  succession  to  Mr. 
Joseph  Pollard,  resigned.    The  voting  was  as  follows  : — 

For  Thomas  P.  Babkas  :~Aldermen  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Plummer, 
QregsoD,  Soott,  and  Milvain ;  Cooncillon  G.  B.  Hedley,  Blilling,  W.  Smith, 
C.  8.  Smith,  Andenen,  Bell,  Qnin,  Cnlley,  Cane,  Winter,  Cutter,  Dobeon, 
Wilson,  Campbell,  Birkett,  Laird,  J.  Barker  Ellis,  Hepbaro,  Newton, 
Baohardson,  Scholefield,  Henaell,  Johnaon,  Funeu,  Joseph  B.  SUis, 
Stephens,  Dixon,  Hepworth,  and  Calvert— 35. 
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Fob  Thomas  Geobob  Gnsoir  (Mayor)  :—Aldennen  Angus,  Hedley, 
Wilson,  Tonnff,  and  Hamond;  Connoillors  Jackson,  Oliver,  Ingledew, 
Sanderson,  Dickinson,  Nelson,  Stont,  Bowdon,  and  Temple— 14. 

Fob  C.  S.  Smith  :— The  Mayor— 1. 

The  Mayor  :  The  votes  are  for  Thomas  Pallister  Barkas,  85 ; 
Thomas  George  Oilson,  14;  C.  S.  Smith,  1.  I  therefore  declare 
Mr.  Barkas  daly  elected.     (Applause). 

Mr.  Babkas  thanked  the  Oonncil  for  the  very  hich  honour  they 
had  conferred  apon  him  in  electing  him  the  first  alderman  of  this 
important  city.  When  his  predecessor  was  appointed  Newcastle 
was  a  town  or  horongh ;  and  since  that  time  it  had  hecome  a  fall- 
fledged  city  ;  and  he  had  had  the  pleasnre  of  receiving  their  suffrages 
as  l^e  first  city  candidate  for  the  aldermanship.  He  rememh^ed 
very  distinctly  the  entrance  of  Mr.  Pollard  into  the  Oooncil  Cham- 
her,  having  heen  present  at  his  election  in  1855 ;  and  he  was  a 
memher  of  the  Oonncil  when  Mr.  Pollard  was  elected  an  alderman 
in  1867.  Since  that  time  very  great  changes  had  taken  place  in 
the  roll  of  memhers  of  the  Council ;  and  no  change,  perhaps,  had 
heen  more  painful  than  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Pollard.  (Hear,  hear.) 
Mr.  Pollard  was  a  gentleman  Uiey  all  admired ;  and  whether  in  the 
Council  Chamber  or  out  of  it^  he  had  the  warmest  sympathy  of 
every  member  of  the  Council,  and  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  Newcas- 
tle. (Applause).  The  changes  within  the  last  few  years  had 
been  very  great  There  were  now  only  two  gentlemen  aldermen 
who  were  ddermen  when  he  had  the  pleasure  of  being  sent  into  the 
Council  Chamber,  as  the  successor  of  Mr.  John  Benson,  in  the 
representation  of  St.  Andrews'  South  Ward — Mr.  Alderman 
Bidley  and  Mr.  Alderman  Wilson.  The  change  in  the  coundllors 
had  been  even  greater ;  for  the  only  councillor  now  in  the  Chamber 
who  was  a  member  when  he  entered  it  in  1866,  was  Mr.  Thomas 
Oliver.  For  a  few  years  Mr.  Oliver  had  been  out  of  the  Coundl, 
but  he  was  a  membcor  in  1866.  These  changes  were  exceedingly 
striking ;  and  the  changes  were  still  more  emphasized  when  they 
remembered  that  during  that  time  there  had  been  three  Town 
Clerks— Mr.  John  Clayton,  Mr.  Philipson,  and  Mr.  Motom.  The 
progress  of  the  city  had  been  exceedingly  great,  not  only  architec- 
turally, but  SBstheticallyy  and  in  every  way  connected  with  the 
welfare  of  the  people.  The  chief  alteration  in  1866-67  was  the  exten- 
sion of  Grainger  Street  westward,  which  was  accomplished  chiefly 
through  the  instrumentality  of  his  predecessor,  Mr.  John  Benson. 
Great  changes  had  also  taken  place  in  regard  to  parks.  Mr.  Aid. 
Hamond,  who  was  the  great  leader  in  the  parks  question,  formed 
that  extraordinary  cayity  on  the  Leazes,  called  **  Charley's  Hole,** 
but  which  now  might  with  pride  be  ealled  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond's  lake. 
The  Leazes  Park  had  been  the  forerunner  of  other  parks ;  and  the 
only  question  with  him  was  whether  the  Council  were  not  going  a 
little  too  rapidly  in  regard  to  parks.  {"  Question.**)  He  would 
give  no  further  history  of  events ;  but  would  return  his  sincere 
thanks  to  the  Council  for  the  honour  conferred  upon  him.     He 
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tniBted  he  would  not  acknowledge  the  honour  bo  much  in  wordi  as 
he  ehonld  in  deedB.  He  would  endearoor  in  the  time  to  come  to 
devote  the  same  amount  of  att^tion  to  the  work  of  the  Coandl  aa 
he  had  in  the  past    (Applause.) 

The  meeting  concluded. 
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ANNUAL    MEETING. 


FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  9,  1888. 


Thb  annnal  meeting  of  the  Oonncil  was  held  to-day  in  the  Ooonoil 
Chamber,  Town  Hall,  the  Retiring  Major  (Mr.  T.  G.  Oibson)  in  the 
ofaair.  There  were  also  present : — Aldermen  Ridlej,  Gail,  Wilson, 
Stewart,  Plnmmer,  Hamond,  Scott,  Milrain,  Hedlej,  Barkas, 
Gregson,  Potter,  Angns,  Cowen,  Stephenson,  and  Yonng ;  Coun- 
cillors Winter,  J.  Barker  Ellis,  Scholefield,  Milling,  Hepworth, 
Qnin,  Yonll,  Browne,  Owen,  Oarse,  Bowden,  Dobson  Campbell, 
W.  Smith,  Stout,  Nelson,  Andersen,  Calvert,  Newton,  IMxon, 
Cotter,  Oliver,  Hedley,  Hepburn,  Wilson,  Holmes,  Richardson, 
Ingledew,  C.  S.  Smith,  Stephens,  Johnson,  Fumess,  Joseph  B. 
Ellis,  Sanderson,  Henzell,  Scott,  Laird,  Culley,  Temple,  Sutton, 
and  Birkett. 

The  TowK  Clvrk  read  the  minutes  of  proceedings  of  the  previous 
meeting,  and  they  were  confirmed. 

XLBOnON  OF  MATOB. 

The  RsTiBmo  Mayob  :  The  first  business  is  the  election  of  a 
Mayor  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hbdlby  :  Mr.  Mayor,  in  rising  to  propose  a  gentle- 
man to  fill  the  seat  which  yon  now  occupy,  I  must  first  congratu- 
late you,  sir,  upon  the  energy  and  ability  you  have  shown  during 
your  year  of  office.  (Applause.)  The  manner  in  which  you  have 
discharged  your  duties  has  given  great  satisfaction  to  the  city  and 
the  Council ;  and  I  hope  you  will  long  live  to  remember  the  kind 
way  in  which  the  Council  looked  upon  you  in  your  year  of  office. 
It  is  my  duty,  or  rather  my  privilege,  now  to  propose  a  gentleman 
who,  I  hope,  will  be  elected  by  the  Council  to  be  Mayor.  My  friend 
Mr.  William  Davies  Stephens  has,  as  you  all  know,  been  a  member 
of  this  Council  for  a  great  number  of  years.  He  is  a  very  active 
member  of  the  Finance  Committee,  and  is  an  extremely  useful 
member  of  the  Council  (Hear,  hear.)  I  have  had  the  privilege 
of  working  with  Mr.  Stephens  for  nearly  twenty  years  in  public 
affairs,  and  can  bear  my  testimony  to  the  able  manner  in  which  he 
has  discharged  all  the  duties  in  connection  with  those  matters,  and 
to  the  great  ability  he  has  shown  as  a  merchant,  and  in  every  sphere 
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in  which  he  has  been  oalled  upon  to  act.  He  also,  as  yon  know,  has 
taken  a  very  active  part,  and  been  very  sincere  and  very  earnest,  in 
the  canse  of  temperance  in  this  town.  (Applaase.)  I  feel  sare 
that  he  mnst  have  done  a  great  deal  of  good  in  this  way,  and  thai 
many  a  working  man  and  woman  are  to-day  ahle  to  thimk  him  for 
what  he  has  done  for  them  in  this  matter ;  they  have  comfortable 
homes  now,  bnt  they  wonld  have  been  in  very  different  positions 
bnt  for  Mr.  Stephens  and  others  who  have  been  associated  with  him 
in  advocating  the  temperance  canse.  (Applause.)  Yon  all  know 
Mr.  Stephens  so  well  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  dwell  anj 
longer  npon  his  capabilities,  and  which  make  him  so  able  to  die- 
charge  the  duties  of  Mayor.  I  feel  snre  if  Mr.  Stephens  is  elected 
to-day  that  twelve  months  hence  the  Oonndl  will  thank  him  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office.  I  beg, 
therefore,  without  any  more  words,  to  propose  that  Mr.  Stephens  he 
Mayor  for  the  ensuing  year.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  Aid.  Stephsitsoh  :  Mr.  Mayor,  I  need  scarcely  say  it  affords 
me  the  highest  satisfaction  to  have  the  opportunity  and  privilege  of 
seconding  the  proposal  which  has  just  been  made  by  Mr.  Aid. 
Hedley.  I  am  glad  to  think  that  but  few  words  are  necessary  from 
me  to  bring  the  name  of  Mr.  Stephens  before  the  OounciL  The 
mover  of  the  resolution  has  told  us  that  Mr.  Stephens  is  well  known 
in  the  city  as  a  public  man.  Mr.  Stephens  has  gone  in  and  out 
amongst  us  for  upwards  of  thirty  years.  He  is  a  man  well  versed 
in  shipping  and  in  commercial  pur&uits,  and  in  every  way  is  well 
qualified  to  fill  the  position  that  you,  sir,  have  so  worthily  filled 
daring  the  last  year.  I  think  Mr.  Stephens  has  fairlj  won  the 
honour  of  being  chief  magistrate  of  this  city,  and  that  his  election 
will  be  a  fitting  recognition  of  our  appreciation  of  his  services  to  the 
community  at  large.  (Applause).  Reference  has  been  made  by 
Mr.  Aid.  Hedley  to  the  fact  that  much  has  been  done  by  Mr. 
Stephens  of  late  in  connection  with  temperance  matters ;  and,  there- 
fore, I  need  not  dwell  at  length  upon  this  point.  This  temperance 
work  will  live  in  days  to  come,  as  a  standing  memorial  of  Mr. 
Stephens's  honest,  energetic,  and  presevering  endeavours  to  promote 
the  welfare  and  the  well-being  of  the  community  at  large.  I  will 
just  refer  to  another  matter  which  has  not  been  adverted  to  by  Mr. 
Aid.  Hedley,  and  it  is  that  there  has  never  been  any  movement  of  a 
general  or  philanthropic  nature  which  has  not  had  in  Mr.  Stephens 
a  steady  and  constant  friend.  I  might  refer  to  the  time  which  he  has 
given  so  ungrudgingly  to  all  work  he  has  taken  in  hand,  and  to  the 
money  whidb  he  has  given  so  generously  and  so  unostentatiously 
towards  any  matter  claiming  to  be  for  the  amelioration  and  advan- 
tage of  mankind  generally.  The  Infirmary,  Dispensary,  Orphanage, 
Blind  Asylum,  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  all  speak  loudly 
on  behalf  of  Mr.  Stephens,  and  warrant  the  assertion  that  few  men 
certainly  have  been  his  equal,  and  none  have  been  his  superior  in  the 
amount  of  attention  and  devotion  he  has  paid  to  these  things.  I 
daim,  irrespective  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Stephens  has  been  an  active 
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and  intelligent  member  of  the  Council  for  ten  or  eleven  years, 
and  has  taken  a  deep  interest  especiallj  in  the  Corporation 
finances,  that  all  ronnd  he  has  fairly  earned  the  right  to  be 
placed  in  the  position  we  now  seek  for  him.  I  hope  the  Yote 
of  this  day  will  pat  him  in  the  chair,  and  if  that  is  the  case, 
I  feel  snre  it  will  meet  with  the  general  consensus  of  approval 
of  the  people  outside  this  Council  in  this  great  and  important 
city.     (Applause). 

Mr.  Aid.  MiLYAUf :  Mr.  Mayor,  I  need  scarcely  say  that  I  rise 
under  a  disadvantage  to  say  a  few  words  after  the  able  addresses 
that  have  just  been  delivered  to  the  Council ;  but  I  have  pleasure, 
notwithstanding,  in  stating  that  I  have  nothing  to  say  against  what 
our  friends  have  said  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Stephens.  But  I  consider  it 
a  duty  I  owe  to  myself  and  to  the  Council  to  propose  that  my  friend 
Mr.  Henry  William  Newton  be  elected  to  fill  the  chair  which  you, 
sir,  are  about  to  vacate,  and  to  preside  over  our  deliberations  for  the 
ensuing  year.  I  concur  in  what  has  been  said  by  Mr.  Aid.  Hedley 
as  to  yoursel£  I,  sir,  am  one  of  those  who  voted  against  your 
election  last  November ;  but  I  have  pleasure  in  bearing  my  testimoy 
to  the  able  and  very  impartial  manner  in  which  you  have  discharged 
the  duties  of  the  Mayoralty  during  the  year  that  has  gone  past 
(Applause).  I  feel  confident,  when  you  vacate  that  chair,  that  you 
will  leave  behind  you  the  best  possible  impressions,  and  will  carry 
with  you  the  respect  of  every  gentleman  in  this  Council  (Applause). 
My  friend  Mr.  Newton,  like  yourself,  sir,  is  a  gentleman  of  education, 
and  a  member  of  one  of  the  learned  professions,  and  is,  in  every 
sense,  I  submit,  a  fit  person  to  succeed  you  in  that  chair.  He  is  a 
man  who  has  had  great  experience  among  us  here.  He  has  been 
about  eighteen  years  a  member  of  the  Council,  and  there  is  not  a 
gentleman  here  who  will  not  say  that  Mr.  Newton  has  discharged 
his  municipal  duties  in  a  way  second  to  no  member  of  this  body. 
(Applause).  I  will  not  detain  the  Council  with  a  wordy  speech,  or 
with  roonded  periods  like  my  friends  over  there,  but  will  at  once 
propose  that  Mr.  Newton  be  called  uprm  to  take  the  chair ;  and  I 
ventare  to  assure  you  of  this,  that  if  the  chain  of  honour  or  o£Soe, 
and  the  mantle  of  state  be  allowed  to  light  upon  his  shoulders,  the 
Council  may  be  well  assured  that  the  dignity  of  the  high  office 
which  you,  sir,  now  occupy,  wUl  not  suffer  while  in  Mr. 
Newton's  keeping.  (Applause),  I  propose  that  Mr.  Newton  be 
elected  Mayor. 

Mr.  Aid.  Babkas  :  Mr.  Mayor,  I  have  great  pleasure  in  rising  to 
second  the  nomination  of  my  friend,  Mr.  Newton,  to  fill  the  chair 
which  you,  sir,  have  so  ably  filled  during  the  past  year.  I  do  not 
know  that  it  is  necessary  to  offer  any  laudatory  remarks,  because 
Mr.  Newton  is  very  well  known  to  all  the  members  of  the  Coandl. 
He  is  at  the  present  time  the  oldest  councillor  in  the  city.  He  has 
been  a  counoLUor  since  1866 ;  and  we  know  perfectly  well  that  dar- 
ing the  whoto  of  that  time  he  has  attended  most  assiduously  to  al 
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the  daties  oonneoted  with  the  office  of  coandllor.  In  addition  to 
being  the  oldest  coaDcillor,  he  is  the  chairman  of  two  very  important 
committees — the  Parks  Committee,  and  the  Pablic  Library  Com- 
mittee ;  and  we  all  know  that  the  amount  of  energy  and  labonr  he  has 
thrown  into  the  discharge  of  his  duties  in  connection  with  these 
committees,  redounds  much  to  his  credit,  and  is  recognised  by  the 
members  of  the  Coancil,  as  well  as  by  the  public  outside.  Mr. 
Newton  occupied  the  next  highest  office  to  that  of  Mayor  three  or 
four  years  ago.  Taking  the  whole  of  these  matters  into  account — 
first,  that  he  is  the  oldest  councillor ;  second,  that  he  is  chairman 
of  some  of  the  leading  committees ;  and  third,  that  he  has  already 
occupied  the  highest  office  next  to  that  of  Mayor,  I  think,  as  a  mera 
matter  of  course,  we  ought  almost  unanimously  to  elect  him  to  the 
office  of  Mayor  for  the  next  year.  (Applause,)  So  far  as  my 
friend  Mr.  Stephens  is  concerned,  I  confess  that  personally  I  am 
prepared  to  Yote  for  either  one  or  the  other ;  and  I  might  say  in  the 
words  of  the  old  song, 

"  How  happy  could  I  be  with  either. 
Were  t'otker  dear  charmer  away ; " 

but,  seeing  that  in  point  of  age  and  seryice  Mr.  Newton  stands 
aboTC  Mr.  Stephens,  I  have  great  pleasure  in  seconding  his  nomi- 
nation ;  and  I  hope  he  will  be  elected  by  a  very  large  majority. 
(Applause.) 

No  other  gentleman  was  nominated. 

The  RETiaiNG  Mayor  said  his  attention  had  been  directed  to  a 
section  of  the  Municipal  Corporations'  Act,  1882,  which  was  perhaps 
not  familiar  to  everybody  present.  He  referred  to  section  61,  sub- 
section 4,  and  the  title  of  the  section  was  "  Election  of  Mayor.** 
The  sub-section  read  as  follows : — ^*  In  case  of  equality  of  votes,  the 
chairman,  although  not  entitled  to  Yote  in  the  first  instance,  shall 
have  a  casting  rote."  That  section  was  perhaps  a  trifle  ambiguous, 
and  he  thought  its  ambiguity  and  uncertainty  made  it  necessary  for 
him  to  act  a  cautious  part  on  this  occasion.  He,  therefore,  would 
abstain  from  voting,  unless  there  were  an  equality  of  votes.  It 
was  right  to  state  that  the  Town  Clerk  was  of  opinion,  although  he 
did  not  consider  the  matter  perfectly  clear,  that  this  section  did  not 
take  away  the  Mayor's  right  of  voting.  But  until  that  view  had 
receiTed  something  like  an  authoritative  decisioUi  he  (the  Mayor) 
thought  it  safer  to  act  as  he  had  stated. 

Mr,  Aid.  Hamokd  said  he  coincided  with  the  opinion  of  the  Town 
Clerk.  The  section  alluded  not  to  the  Mayor  himself,  but  to  any 
chairman  who  might  be  elected  in  the  absence  of  the  Mayor. 

Mr.  Aid.  Young  :  When  there  is  uncertainty,  we  should  leave  it 
to  the  discretion  of  the  Mayor. 

The  Council  voted  as  follows : — 

Fob  Mb.  Newton.— Aldermen  Potter,  Oowen,  Gr«gpon,  Stewart,  Mil  vain, 
Yooiii^  Ridley,  and  Barkae;  Ooanoillon  Dc^Imod,  Tooll*  Qohi,  Owon, 
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Catter,  Oliver,  W.  Smith,  MUling^  SandenoD,  W.  Soott,  Gum,  Andenen, 
Johnson,  Henzell,  Bowden,  Stoat,  Fnrneas,  Nelson,  CampheU,  Laird,  and 
Birkett— 29. 

For  Mk.  Stephens.— Aldermen  Hedley,  Stephenson,  Angus,  Hamond, 
Plummer,  Scott,  G&il,  and  Wilson  ;  Cooncillors  Intdedew,  Browne,  Galley, 
Galvert^  Jos.  B.  Ellis,  Hep  worth,  Dixon,  Holmes,  Kioluurdson,  Soholefield, 
J.  Barker  Ellis,  and  Hepbaxn— 20. 

DacuicsD  TO  Vote.— GoancillorB  Stephens,  Temple,  Newton,  and  G.  R. 
Hedley--4. 

The  Retibinq-Mayob  :  The  YOting  Ib,  for  Mr.  Newton  29  YOtes, 
and  for  Mr.  Stephens  20  YOtes.  I  therefore  declare  Mr.  Newton 
daly  elected  Mayor  for  the  ensuring  year.     (Applause). 

The  oaths  haYing  heen  taken  by  the  Mayor-Elect, 

The  Rbtibikg-Mayob,  addressing  him,  said  :  I  haYe  Yery  great 
pleasure  in  placing  upon  you  the  doak  of  office  and  this  chain. 
One  other  important  ceremony  will  take  place  now  for  the  first 
time,  and  that  is  the  transferring  to  you  of  one  other  insignia  of  the 
office  of  Mayor — ^it  is  a  small  one,  but  I  think  you  will  find  it 
henceforth  will  be  considered  one  of  the  most  important  insignia  of 
the  Mayoralty.  I  refer  to  the  key  of  the  Mayor's  lock  on  the 
Corporation  common  seal.  (Applause).  In  the  course  of  last  year 
the  importance  of  this  seal  was  brought  before  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, in  consequence  of  its  being  one  of  the  principal  modes  of 
authenticating  the  certificates  of  the  Corporation  stock ;  and  the 
Finance  Committee  have  recently  directed  that  the  seal  shall  be 
placed  under  two  keys,  one  to  be  held  by  the  Town  Clerk,  and  the 
other  by  the  Mayor  for  the  time  being.  This  key  coDsequently 
came  into  my  possession,  and  I  entrust  it  to  you  as  an  insignia  of 
your  office. 

The  Mayob-Elect  :  Mr.  Aid.  MilYain,  Mr.  Aid.  Barkas,  and 
Gentlemen, — I  thank  you  sincerely  for  the  honour  you  have  conferred 
upon  me  to-day  in  electing  me  to  be  Chief  Magistrate  of  Newcastle. 
I  esteem  the  honour  a  high  one  ;  and  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  the  office  I  will  endeaYOur  to  transact  the  business  in  such  a  way 
as  to  meet  the  approYal  of  all  classes  of  the  community  and  aU 
shades  of  political  opinion.  (Applause).  I  hsYe  only  now  to  ask 
the  gentlemen  who  haYe  elected  me  to-day,  and  those  who  Yoted  on 
the  other  side,  to  supplement  their  act  of  to-day  by  continuing 
throughout  the  year  to  give  me  their  cordial  and  generous  support ; 
for  without  the  cordial  support  of  the  members  of  the  Council  the 
office  of  Chief  Magistrate  must  be  a  Yery  unpleasant  one  indeed. 
(Applause).     Gentlemen,  I  thank  you  most  cordially. 

■lbotiok  of  shbbiff. 

Mr.  Aid.  Hamond  :  Mr.  Mayor,  the  next  business  the  Council 
haYe  to  perform  is  to  fill  the  important  office  of  sheriC  It  is  thirty, 
one  years  to-day  since  I  had  the  honour  of  first  entering  the  Coundl 
of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  and  although  years  have  rolled  on  sinoe 
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tbeD,  it  has  not  fallen  to  my  lot  to  propose  either  a  mayor  or  a 
sheriff  for  tbe  consideration  of  the  Town  GoaneiL  Bat  on  thia 
occasion  I  have  very  great  pleasure  in  proposing  for  yoar  acceptance 
as  Sheriff,  oar  friend,  Mr  Thomas  Nelson,  and  I  hope  the  appoint- 
ment will  be  a  onanimoos  one.  (Applause.)  Altboagh  not  many 
years  a  member  of  this  Coancil,  Mr.  Nelson  had  always  attended  to  hu 
duties  with  remarkable  assidoity ;  and  he  has  received  a  renewal  of  the 
confidence  of  the  electors  who  first  chose  him,  by  being  returned  a 
second  time  to  the  Gooncil  miopposed.  He  has  also,  since  hia 
election  as  a  Town  Goandllor,  received  the  high  honour  of  being 
made  a  jastice  of  the  peace  for  the  oooniy  and  city  of  Newcasile- 
upon-Tyne.  I  have  the  extreme  pleasure  of  having  Mr.  Nelson  as 
one  of  my  colleagues  on  the  Bench,  and  I  can  vouch  for  his  genial 
conduct,  his  perseverance,  and  his  circumspection  in  administering 
the  law.  But  it  is  not  only  on  this  account  that  I  recommend  him  to 
your  notice.  He  has  large  and  important  interests  on  the  river 
Tyne ;  he  is  deeply  connected  with  the  prosperity  of  the  steam 
shipping  of  the  Tyne ;  and  also  with  the  banking  interest  And  I 
have  additional  pleasure  in  recommending  him  to  you  because  he  is 
the  son  of  an  old  Mend  whom  I  have  known  for  forty  years — a  Mead 
who  has  pursued  an  honourable  and  straightforward  career  on  the 
Quayside,  as  his  son  is  now  doing ;  and  who  has  received  proofs  of 
the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  those  among  whom  he  re- 
sides by  being  elected  an  Alderman,  and  twice  unanimously  elected 
Mayor  of  the  Borough  of  8outb  Shields,  and  also  in  being  appointed 
a  justice  of  the  peace.  (Applause.)  I  may  add  that  Mr.  Nelson's 
father  is  one  of  the  principal  pioneers  of  the  vast  and  increasing 
steam  shipping  trade  of  the  Tyne.  I  have  every  confidence  in  pro- 
posing our  friend,  Mr.  Thomas  Nelson,  to  you  to  be  Sheriff  for 
the  ensuing  year.  He  is  the  worthy  son  of  a  worthy  sire  ;  and  I 
liave  the  assured  conviction,  in  proposing  him  to  be  Sheriff  of  this 
county,  that  he  will  maintain  the  honour  of  the  office,  that  he  will 
fulfil  its  duties  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  fellow- 
citizens,  and,  above  all,  that  he  will  uphold  the  honour  of  the 
Sovereign  of  whom  he  will  be  the  direct  representative  in  this  city. 
( Applause.)  With  these  observations  I  beg  to  propose  that  Mr. 
Thomas  Nelson  be  elected  Sheriff  of  the  county  and  city  of  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne,  for  the  ensuing  year.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  DoBSOH :  Mr.  Mayor,  I  beg  to  second  the  nomination  of  my 
friend,  Mr.  Thomas  Nelson,  for  the  office  of  Sheriff,  and  I  do  so  with 
the  thorough  conviction  that,  in  the  event  of  his  being  appointed  io 
this  ancient  and  honourable  office,  he  will  worthily  fill  the  office, 
and,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Aid.  Hamond,  will  discharge  its  duties  with 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  the  town.  (Applause).  Mr. 
Nelson's  being  somewhat  young  municipally  will  not  prevent  him 
from  making  a  dignified  and  courteous  Sheriff 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  unaminously,  and  Mr.  Nelson  made  the 
customary  deolaraticA. 
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The  Shbrifv  :  Mr.  Major  and  Oentlemen, — ^I  beg  to  thank  yon 
most  warmly  for  the  high  honour  yon  have  this  day  conferred  npon 
me — an  hononr  great  in  itself,  bnt  which  is  mnch  enhanced  in  my 
case,  owing  to  my  being  so  yonng  a  member  of  the  Council.  This 
oircnmstance,  whilst  being  perhaps  somewhat  a  disadvantage  from 
my  lack  of  experience,  will  nevertheless  prove  beneficial  in  effect ; 
for  those  who  know  me  best  will  bear  me  out  when  I  say  it  will  be 
an  additional  incentive  to  me  to  strive  to  my  utmost  to  maintain 
and  uphold  the  dignity  of  the  ancient  office  of  Sheriff,  and  to  follow,  to 
the  best  of  my  ability,  in  the  footsteps  of  the  long  roll  of  gentlemen 
who  have  occupied  this  position  in  years  past.  (Applause.)  I  am, 
as  you  are  aware,  not  addicted  to  speech-making,  but  before  I  sit 
down,  I  must  thank  my  proposer  and  seconder  for  the  far  too  com- 
plimentary terms  in  which  they  have  been  good  enough  to  speak  of 
me.  I  may  be  permitted  to  add  that  the  one  cloud  which  over> 
shadows  the  ceremony  of  to-day  is  the  profound  regret  which  I  feel 
•—a  regret  which  I  am  sure  is  shared  by  all  in  this  room — that, 
through  the  interposition  of  death,  I  cannot  receive  the  insignia  of 
office  from  the  hand  of  my  lamented  predecessor,  Mr.  Clapham. 
(Applause.)  Gentlemen,  I  beg  again  to  tender  you  my  grateful 
thanks  for  this  signal  mark  of  your  favour  you  have  bestowed  upon 
me.  I  hope  yon  will  take  a  glass  of  wine  with  the  Mayor  and  my- 
self at  the  conclusion  of  this  meeting. 

Mr.  YouLL  :  I  believe  the  official  snuff  box  is  in  the  room,  and 
it  ought  to  be  presented  to  the  Sheriff. 

Mr.  Dendy,  the  retiring  Under- Sheriff,  addressing  the  Sheriff, 
said  :  Mr.  Sheriff,  under  circumstances  which  are  too  well  known 
to  the  Coundl,  this  snuff  box  has  been  committed  to  my  custody, 
and  it  is  now  my  pleasing  duty  to  hand  it  to  you.  It  is  a  pleasing 
duty  because  it  gives  me  an  opportunity,  which  I  should  not  other- 
wise have  had,  of  thanking  the  Council,  the  ex-Mayor,  and  the 
officials  of  the  Corporation,  for  their  extreme  kindness  to  me  during 
the  year  which  I  have  held  the  office  of  IJnder-tiheriff,  and  during 
part  of  which  time  I  have  had  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  Sheriff. 

VOTE  OF  THANKS  TO  THE  BX-MATOR. 

Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  :  I  rise,  Mr.  Mayor,  with  very  sincere  pleasure 
to  perform  a  most  agreeable  task — to  ask  this  Council  to  thank  the 
late  Mayor  for  his  distinguished  services  in  the  chair  during  the 
past  year.  (Applause).  I  believe  that  no  predecessor  has  discharged 
the  duties  of  the  office  with  more  earnestness,  zeal,  and  fairness  to 
every  gentleman  who  has  risen  to  address  the  Council,  than  Mr. 
Qibson  has  done.  I  think  we  will  all  acknowledge  the  able  manner 
in  which  he  has  maintained  order  among  us  during  his  year  of  office. 
(Applause. )  Mr.  Gibson  has  maintained  the  dignity  of  the  office  in  a 
way  that  has  not  been  surpassed  by  any  of  his  predecessors ;  and  I  am 
sure  he  is  entitled  to  the  best  thanks  not  only  of  this  Council,  but  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  generally.    In  everything  that  related  to 
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the  benefit  of  society,  Mr.  Oibson  has  taken  a  leading  part.  Mr.  Gibson 
has  discharged  the  dnties  of  the  Mayoralty,  as  yon  are  all  aware^  under 
extreme  difficnlty  ;  for  he  has  not  had  the  benefit  of  the  advioe  of 
one  who,  perhaps,  wonld  have  been  well  able  to  give  it,  and  one  who 
wonld  have  supported  him  in  the  discharge  of  dnties  to  which  he  has 
paid  so  strict  and  jnst  attention.  He  has  also  had  the  misfortune 
to  lose  the  benefit  of  his  colleague,  a  gentleman  who  was  attentive 
to  everything  which  would  benefit  society,  and  whose  opinion  every 
one  was  glaid  to  seek  and  to  valne.  (Applause).  Mr.  Oibson 
during  his  year  of  office  lost  that  assistance  which  no  doubt  he 
would  have  had  from  the  Sheriff  but  for  the  interposition  of  Provi- 
dence. I  have  great  pleasure  in  asking  this  Council  to  pass  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  ex-Mayor,  who,  I  am  quite  sure,  will  cany  with 
him  into  comparative  private  life,  the  good  feeling  not  only  of  the 
members  of  the  Counol,  but  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  generally. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  Aid.  Cail  ;  Mr.  Mayor  and  gentlemen,  twelve  months  ago 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  seconding  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Gibson  to  be 
Mayor  of  ibis  city ;  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  he  has  filled  the  office 
satisfactorily.  Mr.  Aid.  Wilson  has  already  stated  all  the  points  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Gibson,  and  also  referred  to  the  difficulties  he  had  to 
contend  with  during  his  year  of  office,  and,  therefore,  it  is  not 
necessary  for  me  to  trespass  further  upon  your  time. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

The  Ex-Matob  :  Mr.  Mayor  and  gentlemen,  I  thank  you  moat 
heartily  for  the  vote  which  you  have  just  passed ;  and  I  thank  Mr. 
Aid.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Aid.  Cail,  for  the  kind  manner  in  which  they 
have  proposed  and  seconded  the  vote  of  thanks.  The  year  of  office 
jnst  expired  will  be  to  me  a  memorable  year  in  many  ways.  First, 
I  have  suffered  one  of  the  greatest  losses  a  man  can  suffer ;  and  that 
loss  has  called  forth  extreme  expressions  of  kindness  and  sympathy, 
not  only  from  the  members  of  the  Council,  but  also  from  the  inhabi- 
tants at  large,  for  which  I  shall  be  extremely  grateful  to  the  end 
of  my  days.  My  year  of  office  has  also  been  clouded  by  the  loss  of 
my  colleague,  the  late  Sheriff,  than  whom  a  more  courteous  and 
able  man  could  not  be  found  in  this  town.  (Applause.)  I  cannot 
sit  down  without  acknowledging  my  deep  indebtedness  to  every 
member  of  the  official  staff  of  the  Corporation,  for  the  kind  assistance 
they  have  rendered  me  in  my  year  of  office.  The  Town  Clerk,  the 
Committee  Clerk,  and  every  member  of  the  staff  have  been  most  cour- 
teous and  most  willing  to  give  me  every  assistance  I  needed,  and 
without  which,  and  your  kind  assistance  and  consideration,  I  would 
indeed  have  been  lost  If  I  have  in  any  way  given  satisfaction  to  the 
town,  it  is  owing  to  the  kind  support  I  have  received  from  you,  and 
from  the  officials  of  the  Corporation.    (Applause.) 

[end  of  the  MATOBALTT  of  MB.  THOS.  GSO.  OIBSON.] 
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THE   MAYORS   AND   SHERIFFS   OF  NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNK 
Fnsfin  the  firA  year  qfter  the  pasamg  of  the  Munie^  Btform  AU,  18SS, 


Tbar. 

Mayor. 

SmxBirr. 

1886     ... 

Charlet  John  Bigge 

Thomas  Dunn. 

1837     ... 

Anthony  Nichol,  glass  manu- 
facturer. 

18S8     ... 

Thomas  Emeraon  HdftdlAm  ... 

JohnOarr. 

1889     ... 

John  Fife 

1840     ... 

John  Out 

Robert  Boyd. 

1841     ... 

John  Ridley      

James  Ardibold. 

1842     ... 

James  Hodgson       

John  Thomas  Oair. 

1843     ... 

Thomas  Dnnn 

Joseph  Hawks. 

1844     ... 

Sir  John  Fife    

William  Cookion. 

1845     ... 

Addison  lAnghom  Potter     ... 

John  Featherston  Ayton. 

1846     ... 

Thomas  Emerson  Headlam  ... 

Matthew  Robert  Bigge. 

1847     ... 

James  Archhold       

Joseph  CrawhalL 

1348     ... 

James  Dent  Weatherley. 

1849     ... 

James  Dent  Weatharley       ... 

Nathaniel  Grace  Lambert 

1860     ... 

Joseph  Orawhall     

Ralph  Dodds. 

1850-1  ... 

William  Aimstroiig 

Mark  Lambert  Jobling. 

1851-2  ... 

James  Hodgson       

Isaac  Lowthian  BelL 

1852^  ... 

Nathaniel  Grace  Lambert     ... 

Henry  Ingledew. 

1853-4  ... 

Ralph  Dodds    

John  Gibson. 

1854-5  ... 

Isaac  Lowthian  Bell       

Edward  Nathaniel  Grace. 

1855-6  ... 

Ralph  Park  Phittpson    

Anthony  Nichol, 

1856-7  ... 

Edward  Nathaniel  Giaoe      ... 

Joseph  Armstrong. 

1857-8  ... 

Anthony  Niohol      

JohnOrmston. 

1858-9  ... 

Joseph  Layoock       

George  Robinson. 

1859-60... 

JohnBlaokweU        

William  Hawthorn. 

1860-1  ... 

Heniy  Ingledew      

Thomas  Hedley. 

1861-2  ... 

Joseph  Armstrong 

Benjamin  Plummer. 

1862-8  ... 

Isaao  Lowthian  Bell       

Henry  Parker. 

1863-4  ... 

Thomas  Hedley       ...    

William  Hunter. 

1864-5  ... 

EdwBid  Moseley  Perkins      ... 

William  Lockey  aurle. 

1865-6... 

Ralph  Dodds    

Henry  Angus. 

1866-7  ... 

William  Hnnter      

Richard  OaiL 

1867-8  ... 

Heniy  Angus    

John  Mawson. 

1868-9... 

James  Monison       

George  William  Hodge. 

1869.70... 

James  Moirison       

Thomas  Lesslie  Gregson. 

1870-1  ... 

Riohai^  Bnxdon  Sanderson  ... 

William  Daggett 

1871-2  ... 

Thomas  Lesslie  Gregson 

John  Bnmton  Falconar. 

1872-3  ... 

Richard  Call     

William  Stephen  DagUsh. 

1873-4  ... 

Addison  Potter 

Charles  Henry  Young. 

1874-6  ... 

Addison  Potter 

John  Oliver  Scott 

1875-6  ... 

Thomas  Forster. 

1876-7  ... 

John  OUver  Scott    

William  Stewart 

1877-8  ... 

Thomas  Robinson    

Henry  William  Newton. 

1878-9  ... 

Thomas  Robinson    

John  Gibson  Youll. 

1879-80... 

Richard  Gail     

William  DaTies  StephcDa. 

1880-1  ... 

Jonathan  Angos      

1881-2  ... 

Jonathan  Angus      

Thomas  George  Gibson. 

1882^  ... 

Thomas  Geoige  Gibson 

Henry  Olapham. 

188M  ... 

Hsaiy  T^nUiftm  Newton 

Thomas  Nelson. 
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